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"Divided in two Parts. 


EE FERS $&; 

Containing theſe which were written from 
Aberdeen, wh-re he was confined by a ſentence of 
the High Commuion, drawn forth againſt him, partly upon 
the account of his decl;rng them, partly uponthe 

account of his Noz-Conformitie. 


THE SECOND; 
Containing, ſome which were wricten from Anwoth, 
| before he was by the Prelars perſ:cution thruſt from his Miniſ= 
| tery ; & others upon diverſe occations afterward, 
from $- 4.24rews, Londoa, &c. 


Now published, for the uſe of all the people of God; but more  -# 
pr ticularly, for th-ſe.w9e now are, or afterward may be put to 3 
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CHRISTIAN READER. 


Intended at fir?,to have 
viventhee,thetroubleof 
a larger Preface to theſe 
Epiſtles ; bur I perceived 
zpon ſecond thoughts » 
that as thou chouleci be 
at alofs in bcino the@goy 
kept up too long afthe 
entity, {9 I should gata 
bur little by following 
wy fiftlook; & theres 
fore I have on purpoſe 
foreborn whar I intends 

ed : Whetrcin as | have 
pleaſed my ſclfno worſe; ſo Tam ſure I have pleaſed thee much 
better, thenif [ had followed forth a deligne,- whereby thou 
couldeſt have reaped folitcle advantage : And therefore leaving 
& laying tt aſide, [shal] confine my ſelf ro what doth more peeu- 
liarly relat to this great , little book. 

[ntheentry give me leaverotell thee, that as there are many 

of the Authors Papers, both polewick and practicoll, which 
he intended for puvolike uſe & adyantage, that will ncyer ſee the + 


- 


light; becauſe /being like Appelle: picture which was cither to 
beperfe&tcd by his own pencil or wholly laid alide) he cariicd his 
pen away with himſelf leaving tew 1n the generation thar wouJd 
undertaketo follow his notion and finish ir, or if they should 
eflay it, it would bein the ifluc; hrwmanse capitt cervicen jungere 
eqrinom : upon which account the Church of God may lament, 

A'2 the 


theloſs of ſacha Maſter im 1(racl: a5 the world (Iſay)'is; at 
noſmall loſs, by bcing robved of fo.rich atreafure, which was 


intended for them ; ſo, theſe few., "which . the Author "did nor © 3 


at all intend for publike ufe, are hcre ſent abroad: hedid violence 
rothe deſires, of . many in refuſing; ro publish them (howbcit he 
was known to conliule the ſatisfaction and adyantage ofthertrucly 
godly, morethen his own contentment or caſe) not becauſe he 
thought they aaworthy ofa ſcholler,, as not beivg ſtuffed with 
a great many ſtern] notions: If any alicdge this, 11's 02 Caſa 
pro C:wif.z ; burthe true realon why. he endeayoured to ſuppieis 
& conc:al rhem from the world, was, 1:{t- any man should 
think of him above what was meet ; becauſe (if not of the a= 
bunca ice of ieyclation, which yet God did indced give his 
ſuffering ſervant, as will beclear by comparing what he forc= 
faw , bothastothke work in generall , and as to ſome particular 
perſons, with the eycnt; yer) of the abundance of ſoul-refresh- 
ing®manifctarions that he had: This was the true reaſon which 
made him incxorable ani kept him from liftening to the moſt 
preſſing & atliduous entreattes of his fiiends: he had many 
things which commended him to the people of God ; but his 
covering his great attainments as a Chriitian , and thepregnan- 
cic of his parts asa ſcholler, wich rhe vail of humility (which 
15 the chicf ornament of a gractous ſpirit) as 1t did render him 
p=cultarly & deſervedly dear to them; fo it made both the one 
and the othershine more brightly , 8& did bclids their nativeand 
intrinſeck beauty, eive an adventitious brightneſs and luſtre 
r9 all that oreat ſtock of grace , and ſtore of Parts, which were 
found (rar; 4-55 72tciris ) joyntiy in him. It was manifeſtro all 
who were but alittle acquaint with him, that his modeſtie and 
hamiliry was ſuch , that in all his moſt eminent appearances for 
God, he fudicdro diſappear, leſt he should by ſtanding up, be 
o:1i]ty of intercepting any part of that glory , which belongs 
to him alone; of wiom are all chizgs , 5 for whom are all frmgs : 
neither was he at any loſs hereby ; for thus he became great in 
the Kingdom, of God : his growing downward, in that high 
and Goſpel-adorning orace of hurility , mace him grow up= 
ward in favour uith God and all Good men ; andrhns by deny- 
ing himſelf, and ſeeking God alone; he both teund:what he 


{ought þ 


. uy > tf... le A wes oo FF os _ mo ca. TT. 


& --2* 


ſought , and got what he was not willing to take , nor would 


: owne as his due, — : ; 
| Eur, befids rhis true account I haye given, why the world 
« was deprived of fo uſefull & editying 2 petcero this day ; Ithink 
» it should not paſs without a remarke, that God in his good | 
i providence, kath reſerved the publicarion thereof, for ſuch a 
y time as this, wherein it ſeems to promite a ſingular advan. 
lt tage , beyond & above , whar was probably attainable at any 
- other ſcaſon: Firſt as to the ſuffering people of God, who while 
- they are deprived of theſe things in publike , for the moſt part , 
1 which comforted them over all their forrowes,& while the ſongs 
= of the Sanctuary ( becauſe the Philiſtims have ſtopped moſt of 
. theſe wells out,of which they ufed/to draw&drinke with joy, that, 
which was {weterto the taſte,then honey tothe mouth ; ar they 
F: have thrown that Into them, which hath nor onely made them 
is loſe their former relish & ſweetneſs; bur hath rendred them fo 
h bitter, thar they are now become gall and wo: mewood ) are 
R turned Into howling & bitter lamentation : while it is thus I 
y ſay , with the people of God, thatin ſtead of being madc glad in 
A his houſe of prayer as formerly , they are. fighing for the cea(.- 
7 ins of theſe folemne aſlewblies: they may in rheir ſad hours 
\ commune with this ſufferer , who nor being willing to eat his 
mor(cll his alone, ſpeaks ro them good words and comfortable; 


he tellech you, beloved iufferers, what a heaven is to behad in 
4 .Chriſt's company, even when yeare put to bear the croſs, & to 
haveshame & ſuſkering for his ſake, as your inſeperable compa- 
pion: Neither is his diſcourſe upon this ſubje&t , an empty or 
11 | Mleſpeculation; nay, he ſpeaks what he knowerth: the God for 
14 | whoſe Cauſe heſfl ufkered, comforted him in thelike tribulation , 
& lo heisinca{ero comfort you, by the comforts, wherewith 
ke himſelf was comforted of God. Next , as to theſe of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel , who by the violence of their Ad- 
>, | verſaziesaredriven from their flocks f which roa godly Mini- 
ſter1s the greateſt ofafflictions] ſuch I lay, may ſee for ſtrength- 
Ding of their hands , whilc they are put to contend with theſe 
wy that aretoo ſtrong for them; how this noble witneſs who. 
þ ſuffered for the ſarae cauſe, carried , how he acquithimſelf, &, 
be | 9vercams: the Archers shot foreat him, but his bow abod} 
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mour & contulion that is here below , up tathe mount,..-where- 


he was admitted roaneerfamiliarity,. & experienced the ſweet=,. | 
neſs ofrhar fellowsuip with God, . which he had preached unta.: 


others: Though he was not taken from the carth ; yerhe was. 
not onely keeped from the evillthat wasthen , and is. now , is 
the world ; but he tnjoyed ſuch a heaven under his heayy preſs: 
ſars; that ifthe being about of his Maſter's buſineſs;had not beeg: 
rized by.him,, as preferable to his own conſolation, .hewauld- 
#rw been in hazard of forgetting the troubles of Zion, *and (of 
ſaying; rt's good. for me tobe here; buthe was ſucha ſervant,,, as 
made 1shis:meat & drinktodoc hisMaſters will,he had ſolearned- 
Chriſt ,: as to prefer his concertments to his Chief. joy ;. . 8: 
therefore; ye will finde him often in theſe Epiſtles, faſting, upon 
the conſolations of God, with the rear in his.eyc , whilc he re-- 
members Zion, & calls to mind the deſolar condition of rhe: 
flocks of Chriſt -| particularly his own ] for whom nothing was. 
prepared. He foundin his ſolicude ſuch a meaſure of preſcace.,; 
xvconld hardly have been expected , our of the chamber-gfpre>- 
ſeneewhere there is fulneſle of joy & pleaſures for evermare:, he: 


knew-moreinthis happy retirement, of the excerciſe. of them. . 


whoareabove(whobcing made Kings unto God, have crowns. 
npon their head , & being made prieſtsalſo , ſacrifice theſgrs, 
x es then hecould have learned, by revolving all the you 
lumes that are written in many ages, amidſt the greareft oyr= 
wardcalme & tranquillity: This is the ſummer. frait, which 
grew outefthe hard tree of the croſs of Chriſt, that he, was.,pur. 
ro bear, ' which was ſo [weet to his taſte, that it madehin difdain, 
7 dainties.ofhis Adverſarics', -& diſielish theſe (owre & unſa- 
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voury ddights'ofthe ſotis of men , 'whichhoweverthey.may at 
firſt ſein tofiave fome' petty ſweertn then (yer chey(quickly;:. 
ſrt the techiofthe carer oh edge /"'& are found bicterinhe belly! /- 


&'oF4 bad digeſtion © Theſe were rhe'quiet fuitsofiighceouls;) 


neſs that his [etvant'teape'by hr ſufferines for Chrift?, 82: that; 


in fuch' pletity;; 'rhar'6ut of his'abuntance; vhe:ſ6nds forme base «© 
kers of theſe fweet fruits abtoal amionytt'his friends ,' borh«to. - 


1 bringup'a goodreport upoty hisliberalt 'Lotd8 Maſter, -who..; 


allowes on his followers, while they arepinchedwith pemary of: 
other comforts, "fall 'meaſure , heaped up; running: over,- 8 
Shaken together: 'And upon the croſs of Chriſt alſo, rothe end ut 
mightapprar , thar this burden is (o far from-imbirrering-the - 
lifeofafuffering ſaint ," that by the contrary, as the ſufferings - 
of Chriſt abound in him}, ſohis conſolation alſo aboundeth by 
Jeſus Chrift. © The publication then, 1 ſay, ob rheſe Eptt+ 
t[-s, ſcems' in providence to betryſted on purpoſe-, with the. 
fufferings of his ſervants at thistime , that we may be encou= 
raged - 'his example, roa Zealous fairhfulneſſe, & a cheer= 
fall critig ,* & may wax bold by his bonds, under, &-in 
which , he did experience , much of the glorious: liberty 
of the ſons of God :* How oft doe we finde him preferring 
his confinement , ro all the ſublunary contentmenrs of his per=. 
fecur-rs 2? heredid he fecd upon theſe pure & unmixed delights; 
which put ſuch gladneſ: in che heart ,' as expellsall the Larent 8. 
lurking griefs that are there , and cauſcth the ſoul, whileſfur« 
rounded with all outward trouble to ſing; while: they. feed 
upon ashes , & fill their belly with the caſt wind ; who feaſt upon 
the tears'of rhe people of God, and ſeem to havenorhing cl{t 
roiarerrupt their tranquillity , but how they may troublerhe 


. children of peace: It was under this reſtraint ,'8&inrhis houſe 


of his bondage, when being shuc up from, and ſpoiled of all 
creatiii=comforts,” that he found rhe ſurpaſſing fweetneſs ofthe 
conſolations:6f 'God', which taſte beſt when-they are moſt 


Freeof the mud, & mixture of other injoyments: thete ir was - 


wherche found the trurh' of that ſaying of- Lupuſtin;T ante eff 
Aultedo CeleBregandis, wutſt win patricia diffiuerct in infermens ; 
ita aminitudmemn mnferis ab ſorberer : If-one aroy of heavenly 
i” thanld fallitohill, wn 'woutd ſwallow up 5: orfivecten', all the 
oF 00s | A 4 brtter< 


. man: this may wipcallreares from his eyes, even while he fighes 


- caſe to addethat other , yet the Lord rhinketh upon me, & doth 


| ſufferers alſo before him, thattheſe things ſeem almoſt dreams, 


breterneſs of that placenf torment.» Thelove of God and the joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt, was fo abundantly shed abroad in his heart, fl - 
while he was in thefurnace , thar his croſs was 15: on:ly made ij; 
there by light & eatic, & his lifepleaſant; bur ye havehim often # 
ſaying ( becauſe he found by theſe foretaſts what inconceivable | 
conſolation muſt be, '1nthe: immediar viſion and full fruition of # | 
God) that if there were no other way,to come at rhe poſlefion : 
ofthat bleſledn-1s, he would, not onely chaſe ro {wimethrough 
2 ſea of outward troubles; but” he would wade through the 
lake of fire & brimſtone, to be poſicſled of God himfelt : and *Þ* 
chereisnone, who knew the gracious ſobriety of this holy 
man, that will judge he complemented in ſaying ſo: nay, 
thereare none, who have found what a cool refre-hing Shade 4+ 
& aboundant conſolationthe ſoul finds , in the company of the 
ſon of man , while they walk with him amdiſt the flames of the 
moſt ſcorching fiery trials; but they would think ſirange,, if 
he ſpake otherwiſe, Let us then be achamed, to ſcarearthe 
croſs , or at Chriſt's company , becauſe of it ; fince it bears rhe 
man, whobearsit: Letusteſolve to take joyfully the !of of | 
all thiggs, life ir ſelf nor being excepted, in the ſervice of ſuch 4 


a Maſter , who maks us gainers by our loſes, and then in aſpe- 


{ 


1 

| 

l 

{ 

1 

1 

| 

{ 
ciall way maks up all our wants,according to his riches inglory, | | 
when we have forſaken all to follow him : Let us ſtudy to carry 
1n theſight of Adyerſaries, as men who cannot be made miſe= | 
rable by aflition ; for if we be but indeed faithfull to him, we || t 
are more happy at ur worſt, then we know; or rather weare 
onely in ſo far miſerable, as we know not how happy weare: 
he whois admitted to know that he hath. a placeintheheart of 
God, needs but care little what he meet with from the hand of } 
: 
} 
[ 
t 
2 
e 


out that ſad word ,*/ am poor and needy,that he knoweth,and is in 


earneſtly remember me {till : And by the way (though it's nei. 
ther far out of my way nor thine, noreccentrickto my preſent 
putpoſe) let me fay , that if the queſtion were moved , how it 
cometh to paſs, that he found ſo much, and other worthy || t 
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& incredible to us ? truely (without ſpeaking any thing of rhe 
Koo. EE: abſolux 


joy 


air, 
ade Þ 


frea 
ble 
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 » 
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he 


abſolut ſoveraighty-of. God , who.may ne wita his owg what 
E he will, arddiſpenſeasheipleiierh., borhas ro mrafure & time ) 
{ therealon mayſecm tobs very. obvious ; his ,. &rhetr witn: 6. 
Z bearing for Jcſus Chriſt; did-evety way-, & 1n all reſpects , 
{ exceed our): Theygave to God as, Kings [thoughir was of 
j his own they ferved hun their Teflinaames, againſt thecorrup- 
| rions of their times. . whither 10 Kg , or Parliament, or 
Charch me, had fo much of-miniſtcriall fairhfulnefs, ſo much 
of freedom , ſo much of grave & Goſpe!=becoming boldneſs in 


WP "0 = 
F* chem, fo much holy zeal, even for the leaſt of theſe concern- 


and 


ments of the Kingdom of Chiiſt [ 1pon. which weare Joath to 
ſtareour ſaffcrings , or for the keeping whereof, weareun= 


$ willing ro.hizard the loſs of any thing ] that 1t was apparent, 


they lovedhim ſo well, that they loved not their lives unto the 
death, and thar Chiift could require nothing of them , as a 
fignificarion of their zeal for his intereſts, which they were not 
at 4 point topart with, & werenot ready rogiveaway: . And 
heupontheorher band , ro makeit appear , thar they could not 
| ſerve the Lord for nothing , and to evidence his ſpectall com- 
4 placency 1n ſuch a zealous frame of ſpirit, did , not onely ex- 
traoidiparily ſupport them under their treuble, ſo that ri did 
nor fink , even when they ſcemed to others, to beprefled out of 
meaſure, & beyond ſtrength; but did manifcſt himſelf in a moſt 
familizr manner untothem , ſo that when they were almoſt at 
this , that thev had not whereupon to lay their head, they had 
then free acceſſe, rolean ir & tay it on his boſome: in a werd, 
Goddiddeclare, that hethoughr nothing too great, nor too 
good for them, who gave themſelves away ſo inrirely to 
him: . ſo that if the queſtion were asked at God , whence 1s 
it, thatthereis fo yaſte a difference, berwixt his dealing with 


mony to hisname ? ul 
the movers of thar queſtion ,. by ſending us back, to ſee what 
a difference thereis, betwixt what theſe worthies did & ſuffer - 
ed for him, &: what we haye done; though under moe ebliga- 
tions ,- at leaſt ſubjeive , under moe oaths, Covenants ,'1n= 


gagements,  proteſtations., & theſe often reiterat , thenmany 
ofrhem were:: He mer them ,. as men whoſe hearts wer lifted 
- Sq up 


his former W itneſſes, & thee who now ove ſome kinde ofreſti-- v 
He could quickly ilence & put to shame' 
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up inthe wayes of the Lord', as men who rejoyced & wrought 
righteouſnefſe, & could neither be flattered 'nor frowned out 
of theit hdelitie & freedom; * & he hids himſelf from us, as it 


were ashamed of ſuch witncfl:s, whoſe very teſtimony), is ſo' 


unworthy offuch a Maſter; 8 fo far shorr of what itoughtro 
be,” as1f1ndeed we were achamed of him & histruth, of thought 
the rorne & the lame /'a ſtflicient ſactifice for him,” ''It was not 


the maine queſtion of theſe men, in's ſuffering time; how: 
much they might let goe , & yer keepthe ſubſtanrialls of reli." 


gion, orhow long they should be filenr, * out of fear , leſt 
While they endeavoured to acquir theinſelves faithfully b I 
Should both be reput rash & imp.udenr, & provoke the Magtl- 


trat , by venting their needle(s jealouſies, rodoe what he in-: 


rended not: Thcy did not think it enough to give ſome ob- 


Iique intimation of their diſlike, or half tignificarion of their 


deteſtation of theſe courſes , whereby they conccived their 
Maſtr*s intereſts wronged , his prerogative incroched upon , 
& tie whole indangered: Nay , nay, theſe men of God who 


knew the times & what Iſrael had todoe, thought ſuch a car- 


rageunworthy of the Ambaſſadours of Chriſt, who are ſer for 
che defence ofthe Goſpel,& upon the matter but as a couching of 

Affes under the burden: they would ſooner havepartcd with 
their lives,then with one hoof of what belonged to their Maſt-r: 

They rhought ir more worthy of;a watchman,to pur all on their 
guard, upon the Leaſt appearance of the approach of an enemy, 
then Gr themſclves to be shamcfully ſurpriſed in their ſecurity: 
And rhey thought it more likethe good ſouldiers of Jefus Chriſt, 
tOcovyer the ground where they ſtood with their dead bodies ; 
then, as afraid or terrified by thcir advyerfariesin any thing , 
toinakea dichonourable retreat: He who would haye put them 
from witneſſing a good confetſion, when the danyer of the 
work of God, called them tocry aloud & not to' fpare ; behov- 
ed} nor onely to have threatned them ( for that wonld not 
have done the bulineſſ2, they being men of ſach mertall, 'as 
could have looked death out of countenance in'it's moſt for= 
midable shape, & carryed in the face of all oppofition , as theſe 
whom no affliitien could make 'miferable” bar -ro filence 
them perfedtly,, * he behoved'to have ſent theminro rhe _ 
h WOTK 3 


world ;.. which.conld gat, be terrible ro them, who. had the 
certain exp2cation.,,r.t-3t fo ditmifled , they should rake up 
their, plage, .amangit the ;ſouk. under, rhe Altar, ſlain for the 
word of God. ,,\& their, teflirony That, they heid :, And 1 may 
ſay particularly, to the commyngation ofthe graceof God,, in 
this bis Fairhfull ſervant, ( who.having (eryed, his generatiqn ac- 
cording tothe will of God, 1s naw: fallen aſleep.) that ro the 
ob{eryatign of all, he never was, afraid of the face of man, .in 
appearing, for the incercſts of Chriſt ; neither knew he whar ir 
was to be {tent when. he faw;rheſe in. hazard ; nay ,. he was 
ſuch a fon: of 'Levs, as knew.neither friend nor brother inthe 
matrers-of God :, Which, bl:{ſed diſpoſition did accompany 
hints his grave; , for though ſuch was rhe indulgence -of his 
Maſter to fo faithfull a ſervant, rharhe would have him rodie 
1a peace ( though he denied him nor the honour of a maityr, 
dying.under aſcurenceof confinement to his own houſeJpluckin 


him out ofthe jaws of a bloody death , wherewith he was threat- 


ned, & which was intended for him, by them whoſe tndignatton 
hadalnoſt comertot'1at hight, astofay upon the matter , brag 


him lather apon the bed taat we may kill . mn; for. not being fas. 
risfied with the teſtimony ofthe Phytican> , nor the Magtfirats, 


nor, the Miniſters of the place, certifying , that he was not. 
ableto-travell ro Edinburgh ſas by the {: quel was too ſadly con 
firmed] he, was confined in his own houſe, when he was not 
able to yoe a broad, & purto shame 1n thar place, where he had 
deſeryedly gained the repur of one of the moſtlearned & ſuc- 


| cesfully laborious Doctors, that cver had filled that chair , 8& of 
one of the moſt fairhfull & diligent Miniſter thar ever watchcd - 


over, orlaboured Mnongh a people. AhScotland , Scotland 
whither haſt thou cauſe 
enemy who nd ſought to dealthus with thy Secrs & fairhiull 


Prophets, it had become thee better, to have hidetheſe by fifries 


in caves, fromthe fury. of their enemi «, orif thou couldeſt 


not have.preſerycd the lives of ſuch worthies ; cither ro have * 


dic) with.rhem,,: or. to have. made it appear , thoy. onely 
lived « £0 lament the loſs of a1 greater. treaſure , then if thoy 
hadſtloft all, the gold of Indie and Ophir; but for thy own 


law, 


thy shame to goc? If ir had been an - 
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ſword todeyour thy, own Prophers;, & that under the colour of 
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law;what canſt thou ſay for this thar will ſatrsfie ? what A pology 


canſt thou make ro God, for miſuling bis Prophets & Shedding Þ 


the blood of the juſt in the .naidfit of rhee 2 What canſt thou | 


fay for ſatisfying the Nations, wiohaye heard of the renown 
of theſe men. . thete precious. ſons of Zion, comparable to 


fhne gold , who haye bcen dashcd in pieces.in rhe midit of thee, | 


& delt with , as earthen pitchers , the work ofth© hands of the 


potter? wilt thou nor be ſpeechleſie, & not haye wherewith 


to Anſyer him that reproverh & reprocheth thee? Canſt thou 
look fordward, & not blush ro think, what ſaccerding gene 
rations will fay of thee? Whar witt thou ſay , whcn it shall 
be asked , by one whom thou muſt Anſwer , what manner of 
men wers th:ſe whoſcblood thou didſt h<d?(howcver thou haſt 
repreſented them now as malctaQor*, that thou mightelt deal fo 
with them ; yet then mult tho! ſay) all ofthem wereas the ſons 
of Kings. Ah Scorland, Scorland, the moſi ſolemnly ingaged 
to God, &the moſt guilty & ungrate of all the natians$ ,ynder 
the heaven: Doelt thou nor fear after all this, the cry'of che 
fouls under the Altar? Saying with aloud voice, hawlong O 
Lord , holy and true, docft thors not jredge E9 avenge our blood , 
07: them that awel onthe earth * Thou was once made ule of as 
a Carpenter , tof:ay the hornes ofthem , wha did push the in 
herirance of the Lord ; but now the ſpirit of the hornes hath 
entcredinto rhe Carpenters : 8 doeſtthou think thy ſelf ſecure 
aſter all this? [It's true their 1s no vilible power or party upon 
earth, of whom thou haſt much reaſon to be a afraid; but re- 
member thar he whois higher then the higheſt regardeth, who 
will mak inquiſition for the blood ofhis ſaints which thou haſt 
Shed & his intereſts: Ifthou wilt feare nothing elſe, let me 
recommend the Fcyz{za7 fear unto thee, of whom it is reported, 
that they fear nothing, 6:7 teat the heavens should fall upon them: 
Alas! ifthy enemy be above thee, how wilt thou guard thy head, 
or ſecurethy heart, when he gives theblow, & recompences 
thy way upon thine own head? bur if thou wilt ſtill gac an, & in 
ſtead of ſmiting on thy thigh , & ſaying what hayeI done? hard- 
en thy {clf, &think to proſper , Ishall deſire Grace to have 
fuch a frame of ſoul, as to weep for thee in ſecret: But toreturne 
| fo my purpoſe from which this {ad meditation hath a little 
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withdrawn me: though ſach I ſay, was the tenderneſs of his 
maſter to this ſervant; yer when he had nothing elſero complain 
of ( being for many dayes together before his death , tilled 
with as mach joy of the Holy Ghoſt as hc could hold ) he 
went away regrating this ( though with aſweer ſubmiſſion ts 
his Mafter's will } thathedicd notinthar bed of honoat', and 
was not brought forth, to breath out his life& laſt upon a ſeaf. 
foid; tince his Maiter was dealing ſuch favours amongſt hi; fol- 
lowers ( for toſome ( and bleſſid be'he ercrnally who'carried 
them honourably through) it was given, nor oneiy to peleeve”, 
bur alſo ro ſuffer , and to the conviction of their enemies, as 
mea who ſeemed ratherto triumph over that King ot rerrours, 
then todedaunted by it's dreadfall aſpect )& fince he was taking 
fuch proofs of the fidelitie & affetion of ſome of his followers. 
Jt will not be amiſs, for this purpoſe , to inſert his own 
words, which were taken from his mouth , nor once but 
often reiterat: Now [ {aid that fairhfull ſervant, eycn when he 
was upon the threshola of glory, ready to recetve the 1mmortall 
crown ] mytaburnacle roweak,, C5 Iworld think it 4 more glore- 
075 way of gomg hence, to lay dowa way! ife for the cauſe , at the 
Croſs of Edrmbargh or St Ardrews ; but i [rm 10 my Maſter's 
ll. Isit any,wonderthen | ſay, fipcehe, «& theſeother wor 
11 = 


thy mens way in witnefling for God , was {o unlixe ou75 & it 


far b:yond wharis to be found in our faint appearances for him, 
as the one keeps no proportion with the other; that there snouldl 
be fo remarkable a difference, berwixr his bearing witneis to, 
&reltifying his complacencicin what they did , & what we doe? 
ttrhere be, forthe moſt part; fm Zpropo: tion, berwtxr rio dil 
penſation of God , & the ditpolition of men ; What wouder ; 
that he who admitted them to the neareſt familiariry with h:rn- 
ff, dealthns with us, & fo let ug know his breach of promiſc? 
nay, if there be any thing ſtrange, & tobe ondered at in 
this? Ir is rather, that hz: hath not ben more terrible 
tous, by writting his diiplezſure agatoſt our Iukwarnmmnecfs in 

reater CharaCters; then thar we have not b-en moretadulocnt- 
y dealt with, Ir is exceedingly of all Our Concerninents, tolay 
this to heart, & ſerioully roconfid:r, whether this be not the 
very thing that maks him keep a dillance from us? I fup- 
le) to 
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poſe,” upon 4 vety overiy Tearch,, & ſiityey of qur ways till in 
will be found”, that by our unworthy, cartiagen his anattersyy/3 ye! 
we haverewarded this cv1l £@ Our OW 1ouls: Oucfafering: [if th 
irdeſcivethat name] .is with tel Diet Eeper & ad vangage tothe; | th; 
Church , and lefs comfort to" our g9wn ſouls; becauic four) 4 [v 
tcltimony be weighed in the ballance. ob, che- ſapEtuary. 4it1 2r0/ 
will be:ound lizhe, 2nd to. want. many. pounds, nor. onely: of +1 on 
whit+it qught.to have, but what theirs had , whoſe work, was: 2 rel 
found' perfect, before God, - Bur .if we bercally delircous,, tor 7! oc 
be dcaic with as they wcre [ & whar 1s {o dejirable,.; nextto: as 
heaven,&the coming of the Kingdom of the ſon of God upan,.'? g 
the earth] "tet.us endeavour ro Carry as they did: . werethey not): ! rþ 
men of the like paſſions & infirmities:with. ug? why, then, should:; * jn 
not weaime,to be men of the like fairhfullneſs& zeal withzhems:1 | po 
then is it, that we may hope to have ſweet and halcyandayesin.; : 
his ſervice; ſuchas will makeus the envy of our-cnemyes4::@5 |: c« 
comfort to our friends, & an ornament to qur pr ofeſſiog-7: herg=!1 © it 
by shall a goad report be brought up .upon the wayes of Gods; + 
& weshall be livipg witneſſes, that Godlineſs v. ith all difadyages: 4 
tages, & when accompanied with the ficry rrial, 1s great-gainy þ 
& hath it's hundred fold in this life, even with perſecution, Let! 3 
us {tydy ro be likerhemn 1n colng about our Maſter's work, ;and:: [7 1 
then we have rationall ground to hope , that he who shewed by: : |. 
his deattng with the cloud of witneiles that went befor eus {3&: | 
doe ſtill compaſs ts about, & call us to follow on] that hewas- | 


»4 


RI 


inſuffering , their work & labour of love; will alſo remember; | 
us, with the favour that he boreto thee who. went before: arss > | 
then tay we cxpedt that he wil lay ro our ſoul: 186;lcrct , when! | 
we have faitkfully acquit our ſelves for him in publike , gae yours 
way now, & cat your bread, thouvh it be birpwa, .withjoy'y' 
& drinke vour drink, though tr be nor wine, with a merry hearts: 
for I have accepted your. works , & rheſe are comeupin rememss 
bratice with me.O but one of theſc tours, which +4r. Ruther fame: 
bad in God's company , were worth many years futtening ,' &- 
ſweating in the hear of the, day 1. 1 know the Pcl-rs.8 their. 
Party, willthiakchemfelyes.at aloſs, to heare of it ,, or have 


it aid, that God did admit to ſuch familiarity with himſclf, 


his 


::{W bis faichfull witneſs againſt the wickedneſs of their way | [ grant 
ITj 7 indecd, it 1s a (pecial prejudice to them, for rhoug hut bcatranges 
F95y 3 yerthey who perfecur his favourits & followers, Would CYELI2C 
if: 3 thought to doe God good ſervice] but Iſt I should fecu.rolay;, 
0 7 rhat chere was ſome fiogularity 10 God's dealuig with, ham 
us) 2 [which I know would grattheeare of ſome ofthem, whopreteud 
4& Zrobe chief amongſt the reft,thar had a particular ſplen agatuy clus 
of +1 eminent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, I necd nor trouble the. worid.yn 
as;" 'N telling them who he is, thar being no ſecret though! know 
t9;; 2; not, whether he would blush to have 1t 12id, he hated& perſecuted 
to: 3 aman , ſogreatly beloved of God}, & dear to all his people , 
IN; 7 grifhe would nor rather boait of it, I owe him the charity thar 

tj: 2 thelartecr of the rwo + 1] be his choice, and that for fear of be 

1d; ing charnied he will top his care from hearing that » why 

Wn; | porſecuteſt rho 22? & will eflay to juſtific himſelf , & farishe 

In others, 'by ſaying (according to his accuſtomed candor & 

:@2 ©: conſcience} thar he was aring-leader amoneſt the Phanaticks: 


O 
5 Hy hg * ; 
g=:1 ; it-will ſound harsh alſo I know, in the ears of them, who, ig 
dS vi joyning with him, have (ervcd themſclves heirs, to theſe, 
} 


=: 4 who went before them , in perſecuting him , & ſuch faith 
Ny! i full men as he was: For as they have come in their places, 


£t 7 ſothey perſiſt in ther praQtices ,onely with this difference , thar 
ad: [7 in making havock of the Chuich of God, they out. docallthar 
IF -- |; evet made Apoſtaſte ro that way, & runat that rate, inendea-., 
&: |} vourtng the ruine of the work of Reformation, as if they were, 
a$- | afraid-to be out-run by any who should comeatfter them ,. ar,; 
ce | have at ſaid, that there had eyer been men, who withmore.. 
cr þ malice 6id perſecut , & ſtretch forth their hands , not againſt, 
$32 Þ} certain of the diſciples, bur againſt the whole Church of God: 
ery | Reader Pardon I pray thee, that I now and then digreſs ina 
urs | paremhclis, while theſe men come my way , for thou knoweſt 
yy" þ very well according to the proverb, thatthe devil :hould bare 
ts: | his duc & 4'defire ro doe them juſtice, & here cloſeir ) If 
n=" þ they should-rake it 1i!1 1 ſay , ro have ſo much (aid tothe ad- 
x2 | vantage of this worthy man, If it will be acceptablerothem 
&: | to heareit, Thave amindrogratific them ſo far,as ro fay , that... 
ir. WW Mr Reathorf.ord was not alone in this; as his practice in that. 
ve I oppolition, was not peculiar to himfclf ( for he but wakled ia 


the 


the way of them who left him an example , to continue with 
Chriſt im his rerprations} fo, hisp.iyiledges wernot ſo peculiar 
to himſclf, that he had noneto $hare with him : Andthere« _ 
fore I fay [if they canreapany fatisfaCtion by having it ſaid, 
or if they have a mind ſtill to quarrel, ſce if there be any of 
them in caſe to convince me of afalshood ] that God madir 
known , not onely tothomivlves bur rothe world, how btg+ly - 
he eſteem2d the fidelity of others allo before him , who were hts 
conſtant witnſics againſt introducing & ct bliching of Preldcy 
| 11 Scofi4zd, henot onely madc the \\ſclves finde what favour its ©: 
they, were by putting them (if 1 may ſay ſo ) upon his feccers! 
| (for Mr Davidſon, Mr Welch, Mr truce & many othersof the 
| valiant fouldiers of Chriſt & worthy witneſſes in rheir time, 
| were known to have been Prophets (which I could evince by 
| many particular paſſages, but they deſerve a morc honourable 
mention , & it may be ſome will undertake it , then t-> beshur 
vp within the limit; ofa parenthcits) particularly renowned Mr 
Welsh , whoat home, & a broad 11 Fraxce, was taken notice 
of, asan extraordinary man, as alervant from whom his!M aſter 
did not conceal what he was about to doz: not one word harh 
fallen to the ground, of all that, which by that Secr was foretold, | 
concerning the trouvle of Scotland: Hath nor the ſword of 
ſtcangers, according to his prediction, been made drunk with the | 
blood of the flain > Isnor Chrilt crucificd this day in Scotland,” ' 
which he forcſaw wo 11d follow > Yea, & buiiedroo; & for 
fear that he shou'd 11ie again, rhere is by the procurment of | 
the chief Preeſis, a watch ſer, the Great Rone rolled ro the | 
mouth of the ſ-pulchre is ſealed , & all wade a5 ſure a« they 
can ; becauſe if he riſe upon them again, thi: lift erroar w:ll 
prove worſe then the fiiſt by far: the Lord I fry hath ful!filled 
in every clicumftance the word of his ſervant hiche. to; onely 
the lajt part ofit not vet acco niligh d, wherein ko forerelizth 
of the glorious reurretion of Chiilt crucified & buricd tu Scot- 
l2nd; bur the exat accomplichment! of thee former , pits us 
11 expectation of the latter , vory trhſtanding chic the grea 
ſtone of an .:frefoſſry, & many {ublogquini LF fiitablers 
that fad Oxc, 15 roiled to the mour” of the { puletire \ & not 
ithfanding that the Prieſts { rhe Preltes 7 Shou {ay ) have 


by | 
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© Bythcir iniportunity, procured an otder fromthe Magiſtrate toi 
makeit as ſurzas they can, & being now clothed with thefor 
maliry of that Jaw whereby he was crucified {tor alas we havea 


ud, law now, by which law he muſt dic!”) rhey are moſt diligent 
| of in ſerting rheir watches 8 making all faſt: This is the thing L 
_ ſay, rhat his ſad hearted diſciples are. in expe&ation of; not= 
If withſtanding ofall che endeavours of his enemies to the contrary, 
his | & hen Prelacy in Scotland will breath our it's life & laſt rogither: 
4) for between Chrilt's riting- & reigning, 4 theirtilliing, there 
, ”— hath everbcen ſrten amongſt us, acertaio connection: And 


| truely for as greatan enemte as rhey may rhink me, 1would 
F0 make a very friendly overture unto them ( I grant I cometo 


N' counſcluncalled, & 1 hope alſo, that my ſoul hall never enter 

by iatortheir ſecrets ) & thi« i« the advice I haveto oiverhem, thar 

ble they would even look ſo far before their noſe, a«to make their 

hut Teſtament , ſo long as they are 1n cafe to goe to Kirk & market; | 
Mr bur I fearTloſe my labour ; forere ever 14a; will part with his | 
TICE pieces , heisiarthe nexc door rs hang hin;ſolf, '& whpcan help | 
ſter 1:) God nor oaely dzait thus with rhem, I ſay, as topur them | 
arh , upon his ſecrets; bur he made thr very enemies take notice | 
Id,  -ofthemoftimes, as men that had been with Jetis. Hath it | 
_ nor. been a heart - ſtaying , & hand=ſtrengthening. remaarke | 
: y amongſt the ſervants & people of Gori in our nattve Land , eſpc- 

« ' - ciallytn adecliningrtim?, tha: God did ftingularly shine from | 
a | heaven vpon, &shew his {atisfaftion in the way , & towards the ſ 
Sy perſons of theſe of his fervauts , whoſtood firme intheir oppo=- | 
-2- | dition to Prelacy; and thar he dill as fignalty, one way or 4 
"y 7 other, cither ſooner or latter, give tignifications of his dif | 
nh ; like of the way & perſons of them who turncd alideto theſe þ 
epi | crooked courſes; Ard was it ever more vthble(as to the latter : 
cly 5 part} thenarthis day Ir mav berfar they will think ir ſuffti- 

th cent toconvince me of a ly, that their. greatneſs & grandure | 
Ou  tstuch, as if they had moropolized rothemaſclve; all the riches | i 
IB & honour of the Nation ; bur if they will have patience to hears [ 
| metro Amen, I may poſſibly convince them of atruth they are | 
ELE ; nor willing to kear ; £5r I not onely erant, that they have if 
wy E forgotten their Maſter? directions, inhibiting them, toro lift { 
Is 1 up themſelves above their brethren; bur I will grant them this | 


alſo [for they moſt have much givea chem ] that they have 
$4 carrycd 


carrycd away the primacy , & precedency fromrhe Nobility , on 
whoſe necks they now trample; bur when allthis is granted 
them, yet they Siem not convinced meof telling an, untruth : 
they muſt have leave toput out mine. & other mens eyes beiids, 
(which we are not willing to give them; though it any man 
would gcratifie his Grace , & their Zords{5ps, he muſt part 
with theſe in the firſt 'place; for an implicit faith is the bats & 
foundation of their Kingdom of darkneis > without which, it 
would fall about their cars, & but overwhelme them in the rub. 
bish,& that would be very ſad tothem, for 1 ſuſpect they have no 
great mindeto dic) before this come ſo much as under debar , 
almoſt with indifferent men , whither God be angry at their 
way? His yay giving of themup, toperſecute his people & 

ſervants, ſayes nothing , ificfay not this; that what ever be 
cheir outward proſperity he hath claſſed rhem with Pharaoh , 
1n pouring out his plagues upon their heart: Is nor this (cen, 
that ſoſoon as a man becoms (crious in ſeeking of God; he be= 
coms the butt of rheir malice, & the mark againſt which they 
bendrtheir bow , & shoot the arrowes of their indignation? - And 
ſ{oſoon as any begins to mind fcriouſly the concernments of his 
{oul, then, ſene monritore, he falls in a diſlike with them, & 
their way: I doe not ſay , that all who hate the Prelazs are 
S£1mts, forthciris ſufficent in their way to make them odious 
to others ; butis not this known, thar theſe who once begin-to 
ſertheir face tewards God , turn their back upon them: Iam 
ſurethis obſervation does ſeldome fail, or can be proved falicin 
our native Land: And then on the other hand, fincerheic 
men were exalted , doe nor the wicxed walk on every fide? 1s 

there nor a profane pirit ( the conſtant attendant of Epsſcopacy 

1n Scotland ) broken looſe in the land > Is there not ſuch a 
flood of impicty running through thejand., that carryes moſt 

men&down thecurrent , as hath hardly been ſeen * hathnar this 

leproukic ſpread it ſelFover the whole land? So, thar WR are 
an abomination & ralktoall abour us: And if any would endea- 

your to accomplish a diligent ſearch , to finde out the fountain 
that caſts forth this mire & dirt , torkedefiling ofthe Land; '& 

defacing of congregations, he would it may befind it, where 

it oughr leſt ro beexpected; Theſe ftreamsof impety & im= 
purity 
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purity run from rhe ſanQuary , hence is it. , that profanity 
vocs Forth throughthe wholclandz & can it be otherwiſe when 
lo many fairhiull Miniſters aredriven away , & menputin their 
places to handle the law, of moſt of whom without breach of 
Charitie , it may beſatd, that they know not God, & care 
not for the ſouls of his people: It's under the shaddoy of this 
pl-vt { which becauſe 1t 1s not of our heayenly father's planting, 
welive under the expectation, &, though our eyes should be 


. $hut before weſec it, we hope to die in the faith of ir's being 


pluckr up)that theſe weeds have grown up, ſothatalas ! The 
vineyard of the Lord of ho:is, 15 now no morelikehis inclo. 

ſure, iti bringerh forth briers & thorns in ſtead of good fruit : 

He planted the church of Scotland a noblevine; Wholly areght 
ſced, but finceit b-came a ſeminary, for Prelars , the converſa» 

tion of the generaliric proclaims this, that we are turned int 

the degenerat plant of 4 ſlrange wine unto him: This1s the Pre 

Laticall reformation , which is ſutable toit (elf all along ; for 
haviog purged out of the church, the faithfull Miniſters of 
Chriſt{& the few who are yet remaining, being in expectation of 
the ſame lot) what can follow among the pcople; but, thar 

the Land should bedrown*d with a 4Tu e of profanity; And. 
are wenot forthe moſt part [Ohif with 2 ſuitable meaſureof 
ſorrow 1 could make mcntion of it} as the children of the 

Ethiopians to him? Are not our ſpots,unlike the ſpots of his peo. 

ple? This obſervation I ſay, as it was a very heart-ſtaying con- 

tideration in former times , & was in ſtead of many arguments 

amongft them who where no great diſputants; ſo I hope: [ſince 

it was never more evident) it will ſtil] prove a heart-eſtablishing 

-contideration 1n the faith once delivered to the ſaints, 

Reader , how defireous foever thou mayeſt be , ro have dead 
Mr Ratherfoord live, inthehearrs of the preſent and ſucceed- 
ing generations, by an account of his fingularly gracious life : 
& anſerably glorious dearth ; yer, I shall nor (forthat would 
lead mea lengrh b{yond the juſt limits ofan Epiſtle, where,con- 
trary to my purpoſe, I findemy ſcifalmott arrived allready) be 
able ro ſatisfic thy deſire, nor anſwer thy expectation. It's 
not my preſent worktotell thee, thar he wasa Gentleman by 
extractions That he was educat at Scholes & Colleges, dag 
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he was admired for the Pregnancy of hisparts, & deſervedly 
looked upon,'even then, as a perſon of whom great things might 
_beexpeeted: Cthis being pitched upontor a Profeſſion of Phito- 
ſophy by the College of Edinburgh (where he was educat)when 

* he was yet very young: Ot his beirg called thence to theMiniſte= 
ry in Azwerh (to which charge be entered; by the means of that 
- worthy Noble-man my Lord Kenmar, without giving any en= 
' gagmentto rhe Bzsp ) where he Jaboured night & day with 
great ſuccels , the whole countrey being to him, & accounting 
themſelves, as his particular lock: There it was, where he 
wrote thatgreart Maſter-piece of Learning againſt the Armiryans 
(wich yet was but a compend of what hethen intended } his 
Exereuationes Apologetice: Of his peiſ-cution by the Prelars, who. 
were ſo found in the fairh, as rochallknge and accuſe him for 
writting that book: Being calicd before their high Commiſion: 
corrr, he appeared & declined ir, as none of the Courts of Chriit 
{nor was there need of any thing elſe for a confirmation thar ir 
came net from on high, but from below , ſaver *s prece- 
dor; forit's {2s had the very dy and viſage of hell upon them: 
THfrhey will plead that it is from above,they will be puſled ro pirch 
rpon a period, or tix uponany other time when it came down , 
except with the fuller Argels; but it may be, this pleaſe ſuch £22= 
'£eils of the Church | fo they will be called } for they boaſt 
much of Antiquity: Andtruely that which gives ground for 
this conjure, that it came down liom heaven in that compa- 
ny , 1s, thatit perſccuts the ſaints, and ſervants ofthe oft high; 
& if there were none ſuch upon earth , it would have no work} 
& was by this k;gh Comm. ſ/ion put trom his miniſtery , & fent 
to Aberdeen, where the Doors found ro 'their conſution, that 
the Paritans were Clargy=mer alwellas they: Of hisreturning 
to his former Charge, upon that happy chavge of affairs , in 
the Yeer 1628: & his being $horthly after fent tothe profeſſion 
of 7 keilegy inthe /ni- erfry of Sr Andrev's by the Gemcrall Afjem- 
bly (where he wasalfo called ro be —_ Blais : Col- 
Iegue inthe Miniſtery) which being the ſear of the Lch-prelare, 
was the very Nurſery of all wiperſoition 10 worship, - & Errexrin 
Dettrine,& thefink, of all Profanuy in converſation amongſt the 

| Students ; where God did lo fingularly ſecond his feryants _ 
all- 
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ftigable pains, both in reaching in the Scholes, 8& preaching in. 
the Con;regation, that it became forth with a Lebanon, out of 
which were taken Cedars for building the houſe of the Lord 
through the whole land: Not a few of whom arethis day, 
amongtttheſe , who have obtained mercy ofthe Lord, ro be 
his fairhfull witneſles , againſt Scorland's preſent , shamfull, & 
unparaleclled defeftion: Of his being ſent with other worthy 
Miniſters, by the Gezerall 4ſſembly, to the famous Synod at 
London; where, during thetime of his aboad , he publiched fe- 
verall pieces: In a word of his unparaleelled painfullneſs , 8 
holy Zeal in being about his Maſter's buſinels : ſothathe ſeem= 
ed to pray Conſtantly, to preach conſtantly , to catechiſe 
conftantly , to. be ſtill in viſiting thefick, in exhorting from 
houſe to houſe, to teach as much inthe (chooles, 8 ſpend as. 
much time with the young men,as if he had been ſequeſtrar from 
all the world be{ids: & withall, to write as much, as if he had 
been conſtantly Shut up in his cloſer | ſufficient proof where- 
of, hath bcen given tothe world , by the many pieces he hath 
published ; but the great bulk of Manuſcripts which hehath 
left behinde him , & muſt lie buried with himſclf, will pur this 
further out of doubt ] ſo that one Mr Ratherfoord ſeemed 
to be many able godly men in one, or one, who was 
furniched' with the grace, and abilities of many, Ir is 
not I ſay my preſent purpoſe ; to give any particular ac= 
count to the world of theſe; or of the many things he had 
co wreſtle with , eſpecially rowards the endof his Ties; 8 
of his edifying death ; that may be done herafter , by a more 
dexteroushand,& skillfullpen,with much advantage edificati- 
on tothe Church'of God: Onely I may ſay, that ifamongſt | 


the heathens, Hercules was lopked.upon,, as ſo far both above 


the applauſe of any , who undertook to commend him, 8 
beyond the reach ofthe obloquie & reproach ofany , who had 
ſo fallen out with his wits, as to derogat from his worth ; 
that it was a Probleme amongſt them , whether howhounder- 
cook ropraiſc him, or he who vented any thing to his prejudice, 
did commir the greateſt Solzc:ſ7pze ( though it was bur Felluina 


' glorea whereofhe could boaſt) ſuppoſe, with more reaſo,among 


them who know hetter to make the true parallec} betwixt things 
- "my _:: 


that differ, & are more fit to' judge of that, which isof rrue 
worth, & oreat price in the fiehr of God; 1cshould ſeem more 
ridiculous ro ſay much to the advantage of the Author , whole 
praiſe[wichout the help of my bluntpen} is in all the Churches 
of Chrift ; whoſe manner of life , in all Godlinefs & holy con- 
verſation , tendered him dear to the Tovers of holtneſs, & who 
hath left his namefor a blefſing ro the choſen of God : he was 
a true Johr: the Baprift tndeed,' zotxs, vox, 4 voice in habit, 
geſture, & converſation : in a word, in his life, &at his 


death , he obtained thar mercy of the Lord, even when he 


ſ:id nothing , ra preach to all who beheld his converſation 
(which was obſerved to be in heaven, while he converſed 


amongſt men] that their was nothing good ; bur to draw near 


roGod: And now being got up above, amongſt theſe pages 
of honour , who waitupon the King's own perſon, & having 
taken up his place _—_ the fpirirs of juſt men made perfect 


after which this ſaint ofren panted & for which he prayed night 


& day ) hedoth by theſe Epiſtles, which he hath left behinde him 
[wherein thou vil nap how his ſaul was drawn forth in un= 
ceſſant longings after that whereof he is now poſl:{led]cry 


aloud ro on his companions, the ſaints that arc in theworld, to 


come up hither & ſee, that, which cannot be ſeen while ye are. 
there; that, which is onely worth the ſeeing, that, whichif i 
were known , would make you quarrel with death for delaying 


- tochut your eyes upon other objects: Leave thedatk world 
(doth he ſay) & come up hither to this bleſſed land of light, 
where all our childich thoughts of God are gone , & evanished 
1a this noon=day-viſton , where the wnderſtanainy is fully illus 
minat, &thereis nocloud ro be-nighr or eclipſe the ſoutinit's 
uptakings of Gad , where the will hath a through compliance 
with, & aperfet complacencie in the wall of God, wherethe 
ty doecternally run in a ſtraight line rowards kim, & are 
oreyer put beyond hazard of diverting towards any other 
thing , or of being enamoured with any other obje&,” Though 
I haveno purpoſe, roivfiſt onthe particulars of his life,” or 
death I ſay, yer beforeI cloſe this REion , rhere are two things 
which I cannor, T ought not, for all the haſte; ro contealorker 
paſs withour arez2zrke, becauſe one was looked upon by many, 
| as 
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25athing very obſcrvable, &the other; willI know , betaken 
* notice of,& welcomed by all the people of God: The firſt relats to 


the time when this fairhfull labourer was removed to his reſt , 


| which was the night foilowing that darke,, & diſinall day , . 


whercin the 44 Reſcyſcrie was paſt ; the Lord thereby chewing 
a ſpecial piece of indulgence to his ſervant, .innot adding grief 


. to hisfarrow, bur hiding ir fromtheſecycs, which had accous- | 


tomed themfelyes to trickle down withour inte: miſfion, both 
for whatheſaw , & what he forelaw.: Sincethe Parlament of 
Scotland, (ofolemnly engaged to God , would at once burft - 
all theſe bonds, & caſt away theſe Cords from them , which 


© wereneither our bondage nor our burden, bur the —_ of that * 
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glorious liberty, wheretnto with a ſtrong hand he had vindicat - 
us: & upon the matter, they would necds fay to che God, _ 
whoſe fworne ſubjects & ſervants they were, be goze fromns; 
hewould nor let his faithfull ſervant ( whoſe zeal rothe work * 
of God was ſuch, that if the report of this shamefull revolt had ' 
not killed him at the firſt hearing outright ; yer ut alone 
without any other ficknefle, would have been more then . 
enough. to have brought down his head with forrow to the 
rave) ſee another ſun ariſe upon that Land, out of which the 
Fun of righteouſneſs was banished by alaw: Andalas! Who 
would delire todwell, where Chriſt may not refide, with free= 


| dom, honour, & ſafety? Who, thax prefers ]:ruſalem ro 
| there chief joy, would love to out>live the departing of the 


elory? Mightnor Jeſus Chriſt haveſatd to our os Ae , 
far which of my good deeds is it , that yeſtone me? Havel 
been a wilderneſlſe or land of drought unto you? Were ye 
not honourable & renowned amongſt the Churches abroad after. 
ye became precious in my fight > Did [ not make your. 
Adverſaries ſenſible, rhat he who touched you , touched the. 
apple of mine cyc;, ſo long as ye were ſtedfaſt in my Covernave; & 
even afteryehad left your firſt love, & declined from theinre>. 
erity of your eſpoufalls,. I onely viſitcd this tranſgreſſion with 
the rod, & this iniquiry with ſtrips ; nevertheleſs , _ my 
loving kindneſs did I not utterly rake fromyou, nor ſuffered 
I my Richfulneſsro fail: though I punished you as a Natror, 
I dwelt amongſt you as a Church ; & I did not remove 
B 4 your 


yourteachers int9 Corners, but your cyes didſcertheſe, & ye. 


entertaigment , where L..was ance, crowned &-<ryed up for a 
King ? ., Whata ſtrange & aſronisking change is this, that the 
yery perſons, who ſwore unto methe O2ch of allcagance., & did 
fing in my company, . ſpreading their garments inthe.way with 
shouting, are now Crying, Crurfie htm, Creafie him? . Shall [ 
nor have whereuponto lay my head, exceptit beon a cold ſtone 
ina priſon, amongſt 2 people, who aftera moit folemne man- 
ner, had eiven themſclves away unto.mz2? Cantheſe be the 
yery men, who with hands lifted up to heaven, did {ooften, 
& lo ſolemnly ſwear, b:fore my farher, & before his holy 


Angels, &in thefighr of all rhe Nations, that they would be f 


mine; and that I should have their lives & fortuns at my dif 


poſal ? _ Is it poſliblethar theſe arc the men, whocarryed » as. . 


if they would hayepluckt our their very eycs,& giventhem unto 
me,: who now plat acrown of thornes & put upon my head ? Is 
this the N;zzar & Periiament, who (worethat they would ſerve 
the Lord their God , & ' that according, to the Paterne shewed 
them.in the mount, & bound their foul to his obedience by 
an Oazb,. and as they shouid anſwer ro him , or expect acom= 
fortable appearance before the judge of quickanddead? Are 
they [might he ſay ] the very ſame perſons ; or is it anorher ge= 
ncration,who have notheard of that ſolemne tranſaction berwixr 
me & the Nation , whohayecuſ:d me worſe thenthe very.Gade- 
ers ?. though thiſewere void of religion;y<t they had fomuch 
Clvility, as ro complement me out of their coaſts, & pray me to 
be gone, without commirtiag any orher Act of hoſliliry againſt 
me ,. or beating me out of their borders with tuck of drum; bur, 
now,shall it be by a law, fedition, &.rreaſon,to aſſert any obliga- 
. tion to me, from all theſe Oaths? Shall it be a, ore of incapacity 
for any place of truſt in, Cxrch or Szare ,. toſay,, that the land is 
under.the Oxthof God, . & that:no.power on carth can looſe 
themſelves, . or make void that obligation as to others ; nay., 
£hat the formal abjuring of theſgengagments to me » shall he, 


did ſtill hear the jayfull ſound, &,, asif all that had been to lirale; 
I eaveyou the defireof, your: heart,,, reſtored you to your civill | 
liberties, which ye bad fnned away.,, & ſer. youdownin a free | 
Parliament : And dove ye thus requit me? .. What , is this my | 
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ifnorthe rum meceſſarium ; vet the /ine quo nm , to qualify 
a man,' for any publike employment: Ah! Scotland by deal- 
ing thus with thy Covenanted God, whar haſt thou done? ma 

not God who was thy own God expoſtular with thee, as hedid 
wich that people Jer. 2: 10, tr, 12. Goe abroad amoneſt the 
Nations , turne overall Hiſtory ſacred; & profane : Call for 
the records of the/nations , & ſee; if in theſe thou'cauſt finde 
any who have dealt with their God ,” as thou haſt done? A 
precedent thau mayeſt poſſibly finde; but aparalleel in everyTe- 
ſpc& thou canſt-nor : Thou arr fingular, & by thy {:1t, '1n 
committing theſe two evils (bur ſuch rwo, asare comprehenſive 
ofall others: ſuchtwo, as a third is not potfible) deparring from 
the living God, & digging to thy ſelf broken Ciſtern: that can 
hold no water : Thou wilt finde what folly is in thi- | L wish 
it be not too lar-]. ropain thy (clf in digging an empty Ciſterne 
& in forſaking the fountain of all conſolation,& rhar a broke on 
too : as it hath"nothing in it, ſoit can hold nothing ifit had it: 
is notthisto conmit two'ſuch evilsas makes a ſoul or nation 
truely miſerably : And yet this haſt thon done: O! may nor 
the heavens bz aſtoniched & horribly afraid at this requital we 
have given unto Jeſus Chriſt > yei, we were ſo bent to back= 
fliding , &ſo haſty & head-ſtrong in departing from him, thar 

we ſeemed to haveloſt , togirher with our loyalty to theſon of- 
God, allreſpe& to our own reputation. | as it often falls out, 

that men loſe the better part oftheir reaſon , togither with their 
religion : He who Lets goc the one, does {:ldome retain the 

other | for by that very ve (never tobementioned, without: 
tears and deteſtation ) whereby Chriſt was robbed of his. 
prerogative, they did. { belides their deſigne) diveſt theni= 
ſelves ofrheir own priviledges,& while they #-kzng him, whom: 
God hath made King inZion, or doethar which he wilE-ac- 
count ſo] rhey run—parlamentthemſclves [Drum omentothem, 
& 1t maybe, atoken for good tothe Nation] 1 nothing'doubr, 
bur ſome of the moſt ſagacious amongſt them ſaw this then 
(though the generality wirhour confidering either rhe ditch 
they were digging for themfelves, by what they did; or the 
danger that would follow upon' their fallmg into it , ſuffered 
themſclycs to becarryeddown with the current, & did.run as 
1 ; 7 they 


think, in what capacity they could ſit, & a&t, after that Yore; 


for ali lawes bcing then-repcaled , Which did exautorat the Pre-- . 


lars: & incapacitar the:n for litting , as one of the Ears in 


Parlament, & theſe laws thin, onely being in foice, which: , 
made them an integrall & effectiall part ofthe high court of | 


R WE. O 
Parlsament, thethird Eftare was wanting, whilethey wer aways 


withour which the other two were not in Cipacity to ARt as 
a Parliament; &iffo, they mayat their own lcifure conſider ,- 
whether, the precious blood that they did shed after that Yore , 
before the clole of that ſeflion , may not be required at their 
hands as they would doe well, to think what they 
would anſwer before men , itfthe queſtion were asked , qreo war 
rao did yeshed this blood? It may be, they would finde them 
ſelves further to ſeek,as to what to (ay for ſatisfying any,the they 
found theſe worthies in anſwering all the accufations of theis 
accuſers: Bur what shalll ſay? Ir were morcfit, to weep over 
this, thento writeit, & to cry unto him, againſt whom this 1s 


done, W:lr thor refrain thy ſelf for theſe things O Lord? Wilt. 


thou bold thy peace E9 affiiet us wery ſore? Alas we made ſuch 
haſte,topull down thar beautifull houſe, wherein we our fathers 
had praiſed him, &rto overturne the very foundations of the 
dwclling place of his name to the ground;that in our precipita 
tion to raze it, we have buried our {clves under the rubbish ; for 
they are blinde who doe not ſee the mE who haye done this, ſnar- 
red 1n the work of their own hands: & this till more come,should 
make thepeople of God Sing 4 Higgavom Selah. O if all who have 
had a hand in it,would in time bethink themſelves !' Surc,in that 
| reflection, if they were ſerious, they would ſmit on their thigh, - 
& ſay, Alas whathavewe done? The ſecond thivg that I have. 
to acquaint the with, & whercin I know (if thou beone of them, 
who take pleaſure in the duſt of Zion's demelished walls) thou 
wilt havea ſpecial complacencie , is, that as his ſeryant did with 
much ſorrow of ſoul foreſee, Scorland'rshamefull revolt (which: 
1s plain by the laſt letter in this book ) ſo, bis Lord & Maſter, put: 
him ſo far onthisfecrets,as to ler him ſceadelivery tothe church 
onthe other tide of it: Let us have but-patience, thercisa. 
Plaudrye forthe ſaints & a fong of praiſe for the moſt high » 


altcr 


they were driven ) or they have had time enongh firite,, to 
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” afterthis tormets over & ended : 'moutnewe may & ought ; 


but ler us mourne in hope;; for he is the Lord - Jehovab who 
will haſten it in; his time: Which as 1t. catinot be aatidated 
by us, fo it $hall nor lie in the power of 'all that oppoſe 
themſelves ro poſtpone. itz Ana to that purpoſe: belids 
what thou' mayelt ſec in. the laſt letter of rhis book, I sball | 
fer down ſome of his own words . withour either comment , 
alteration, or addition, Upon the laſt of Februvary 1661 2 
Which was about a. moneth before he died, ar the clot ofa 
large Teſtumoxy he | oy ro the work of R: format/on : Theſe 
were his words ( after he had been ſpzaking of ſuffering for 


* Chriſt,) bleſſed ſol (ſaid he) who loves not has life rodeath; foron 
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fech reſts the ſpmrit of Glory E9 of God, 1 Per, 4: 144. Batt we 
canmot [ay , but this is 4 day of darkneſs, E9 aday of tlaſphemy , 
5 rebuke : The Lord hath covered himfelf with 4 cloud mhre 
anger: we looked for peace but behold evil , our ſacs rejoyced 
where his Majeſty did ſware the Covenantof vod , C9 put therera 
hrs ſeal C5 ſubſcraprion , ©5 after confirmed it by his royall promiſe, 


| fo, tat the ſrebjects mnde bleſſed the Lord, C9 refled 1p0n the 


healing ward of 4 Prince 5 but ,0w Alias | The contravy is + 
enatted by law , the carved work broken dawn, Ordinances defac- 
ed, ſo that we are brought; to the former bondnge, £9 Chaos of 
Prelatscall confuſrons , £9 Anarchy: And theroyal prerogarive 
due to Chriſt, pulled off has head : wei:avo ſeen dayes of ſorrow, . 5 
have juſt cauſe tofear we be made to rcad,, & cat that book, 
wherein #5 written, Lamentation, C9 anourumey , ES woe; vows 
ne zrero believe, that Chrift will net ſo depart fromthe land , but 
&# remmant challbe ſaved, and heshall rene a wittorious comguer-: 
irg king to the ends of theearth: O' Thatthere were Nations , 
Kenreds, tongues, C5 all the pecple of Chriff s habitable world, errcoms © 
p/ſing his ehroxe with oryes , E9 rears for the ſperit of ſcappthnarion , 
promiſed ro be poured upon the inhavitants of Iwaah , for that 
effet, Thus hecloſed lis Teſtimony: I shall ancly adde another 
patlage ro this purpoſe: About two hours & an halfbeforehe - 
was renioveds Amonegft other things he ſpake, which did 
relich of heaven, & refieched the ſouls of all thatheard them , 
hehad this expreſſiion: - 7 doe rmamnyes donbe of o , but Chreſt will 
ariſe 5 wound bis entmysm their loens: This was onely mw ny 
UL 


him ; would/ler his dyivg f:rvant know , to the end he _—_—_ 1 
communicat/it t6 others., that he would not onely repeal thay .- 
AR, burtharhe would: reſcindethe reſcinders: A wound in the * 
Joins,” 'wheri the blow 1s given by the hand: of him, whois 
God Almighty moſt prove mortall; If he wound them there, - : 


they moſt fall, though they-were ſtronger then lions ; for who 


ty land before him, when ozce he is angry ? The men ot might: \.; 
will not tinderheir hands, when theparty they engage with, is ; 


the Omnipotent God : © When imen are become 1o high , that 
they are too hard apartyforuany on carth to deal with , if their 
way be contrary to him , then they fall dire&tly in his hand , 
ro deale with them; ES rr 15 4 fearfull thing to fall into the hands 


but the obſerver ſaith,hehad many to the ſame purpoſe, ' Now, 
this was that very night, whercin the A&.ReſciſSorie was palt; As | 
if God who hadtaken notice of ſuch an high affront done to 


ef the lrving God : Hceis ſuch aparty, as thou canſt neither fight. , 


nor flee: Oh Scotland, Scorland , if thou wouldeſt yet think: | 
on thy way & remember this , before he come to enter the i 
liſts with thee,” who quickly puts his enemies ovt ofa poſture of *: 


defence! | O, if thou would yet kneel before him , whom 


God had made King in Zion , 8 kifle the ſon leſt he be angry !, | 


For if hebe angry thou muſt pertsh, & there is no way to pre= 
vent this, but to. remember fro whence thou art fallen & repent 
© doetie firit works. | | 
Asfor theletters themſelves, I shall not offer tocommend 
them, they hadlerters of recommendation deeply engraven on 
the hearts of all who have (cen rhem,, & can ſavour thethings 
thar areof God ; this they had 1 ſay, amongſt them who have 
theirſerſes exerciſed to diſcern cood & evil, long before they 
were madethus pnblikein the world; ſo they need not my com- 
mendation , nor will the. detra&tion ofany , who havea minde 
forthat, blaſttheir reput ; as they are abovethe one, ſothey 
diſpiſerhe other; bur ſure I am, this may beſaid, if thow haſt any 
acquaintance wirh the ſweet breathings of the (pirit.of God: if 
thou haſt ever ſec by taſting how good heis, or haſt found what 
foul-anguish doth follow upon the hiding,of his face from. a 
erfon , who hath placed hisfatisfation ſocntirly-in the light of 
his coutenance lifted. up-upon the ſoul, that. the man cannot 
7D enjoy 
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| cnjoy himſelf, when hedorh nor enjoy kim, but carries as one 
deprived of allrhar, which made life more delirable thendeath; 


| if thou beſauchl Ry, thenthou: wilt finde fomwhar hereto take 


thee: here thou! wilt percetve both theſe conditions ict before 
| thineeye, & examplified in an Eminent ſaint; thou wilt both 


* finde what aheayenthe ſaints have , or is ro be had in this fide of 
2 olory,&how,asa ſcnlible preſence ks them forger all their for= 
| rowes,fo,a felt abſence doth imbirrer a'l their other enjoyments. 


In Generall I may fay this of theſe Epiſtles [| & it may 'be aſter 
| thou haſt peruſcd them, thou wilt ſeal it ] char thou haſt many 
yolumes wrapt up together in a few words, a great foul 
' shur up in a little body, much of the marrow of real religion, in- 
cloled in every line: If thou beone ly taken & delighted with ob- 
ſtrule & high-fown notions, Which have not a naciveconnexion 
with inflaming the heart ,. with loyeto God ; bur are rather 
the 797275 farnns ofthe age, betog tor the moſi part, {moak for 
light , or ar beſt, a YJime flash , riting our of the darkned 
uaderſtanding of men , . whoſe light , Lil] rhey be tiluminar 
from above ; 25 It ari{cs out of a dar! Ke dunge on; lo, it leads 
79) eftractios ; & 1n ſtead of directing the man w hofollowcs ir, 
toa placeof reſt, it leads him tothe pi, & leaves him thereto 
perish. If rhou be taken, l ſay with ſuch kinde of ftufic; 1 shall not 


| biderhee,bat I know thou wilt goeclſe where;bur it thou be one, 


who Ls not to feed upon he s, & haſt no winde ro fill thy 
belly with that eaſt wirde , whichin ſtead of nom tshmenr, pro- 
ducerh nothing bur much torment in the inward parts, I krow 
thou wilt welcome thts piCCC , as that which hath both mear & 
medicine {or thy foul in it: Here thou wilt meer with one warin- 
ed with che love of God, Shining & reflecting heart vpon all thac 
areabouthim , letting thec know from his oe experience, what 
is to be found ina {c] llowship with God; & ucfireons of nothing fo 
much, as rhatthou & others may «hare with him 1n that ſame 


1ove, which is better then life, & be partakers ofthar fame blef-- 


Rnd, which made him boaſt of God alltcheday & blclie him 
ſelfin hisafifted lor : He would have theeraſte of that, which 
made him cheerfull under the croſs, & put himiin caſe, not. onely 
to look, bur to laugh alllus troubles our of countenance : And 
if thou wilt bur cony ere wit htm alictle, it may be,thou finde 


thy 


Angel comedown amongſt men, shewing theinhabirants of 
this lower world, ſomwhat ofthar, which will be {till a great e- 
Cret, while weare here, ro wit , what alife they live, whoſee 
Godas he is , & enjoy him. : 

For the ſubje& matter thou wilt meer with in'theſe ZpyPles , 


purpoſeto be foundia them , whereof thou canſt onely expect 4 
juſt account by a peruſall ofthe whole;bur moſtly thou wilt finde 
tice things infiſted upon. 1, What high {pring=tides of joy 


ſuffer the loſs of allthings for Chriſt: This is the cool refres- 
ing shade that they findcin the furnace, which nor onely keeps 
the fire of aMiction from ſcorching them , or conſuming'them 
1Ato aches ; bur maks ir a more delirable lot, then what others 
account the beſt of lives ; the forl amidſt rhefe flames being 
adimirted roſucha neernels with God, as cauſeih joy to overflow 


of Chriſt is more deiicableroit,then a crown: and fincceir is there; 
where nex to heaven, his people enjoy moſtofhimielf, ir maks 
them fing fweetly amidit all the outward forrowes that befall 
them,& puts them 1n caſe to command corifort of Mufick with- 
T! in, whilc others in their foel's paradiſe, laughas they liſt, have 
| | ſadnch 
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thy heart burne within the while thou talkeſt with this warme# 
ſoul, whoſe words ſeem as they drop , to caſt fireunthe affec. 7 
tions, & (et rhe heart ina flame! 'The Author in his other writ- {2 
tings (which have alwayes a {pecial'tin&ture of bolyneſs ; for 7 
eveitin following the moii obſtruſe notion , & apparently re« 7 
mot from practice, thou wilt {till perceive him ſprare ſandtira- > 
Fer) heis much aboye many mein; but intheſe * how'low 1o- -* 
ever at the fitft look they way appear ) he is above h.mlelf, : 
being often, either as a man elevare abovethe pitch of mortali» 
Ty, & caught upallicady into the Qxzre of Anvels, or as an | 


T shall not ſay much, there is a (weert & pleaſant variety of 4 


& conſolation , did fill & overflow the ſoul of this ſufferer , 1o ;t. 
as ſomerimes ye have him expreſſiog himſelf as pained witha | 
furchargeof love{© rare & bleſſed diſeaſe] & having nothing | 
el{c toſeek, there are carneſt longings, after a more capactous | 


ſoul, re contain more of that infinit Ocean , which hath | 
neither brime nor bottome: This is the gain of one who can | 


all it's banks, & perfumes the heart with delight, 'is fofar | 
from complaining » becauſe of the fiery tiiall J that the croſs _ 
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rme# fadne(s at their heart, & findethemſclves peirced through with 


Fec- | many ſorrowes. 2, Ye have ſometimes a felt emptineſs (tor 
vrit- 2 this tull feaſt, 1s not, or caunot be the ordinary dict , it may well 
8 . » . 

2} bethe extraordinary diſert of the people. of God , while they 
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7 faint how emincnr ſoeyer , even in ſuftcring for Chriſt, can 
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walk by faith & nor by fight ;. the conſtancy of that joy, .afwell 
as the fullneſs of it, 1s reterved for the chamber of preſence, no 


expect , that all rears ghall be wiped from - his eyes, till he 


> cometo that land, whereall the inhabiranrs haye ever laſtins 


| joy upon their heads, and where he will bepur beyond hazare 
'of finning , aſwell as without the reach of ſuffering } there 


is foratimes 2 felt emptineſs I ſay, that caſts into a fever 
of detires : That river of God that is full of warer, 
which did overflow & refresh rhe ſoul , running again into that 


' ſeawhenceit came ; & inthis low ebve , vetechow theparient , 
! spaincd withabſcnce; & whatapanting there 1s for aſcnlible 


preſence; the ſoul as it wereis evapouiate in ſuch wishes as 
theſe, O when wilt thou come unto me! Or, O when $hall 
come & appear before thee, & be put once for all, & for e- 


; yer beyond the fear of the ariſing of any cloud ro ecliple the 
| liohr otrhy countenance ! Theſoul in this abſence , is ſcorch-- 
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ed with the fever & flame of burning defires; bur ro keep it from 


; being vurnt up, there is hope , this holds the ſoal in life that 
| texpire not ; this ſavesfrom {wooning & perſerves from tink= 


ingintodeſpondency: Andthough while hope is deferred, the 
beart be lick; yer there is eaſe in this very pain,for an unerring ex- 


| peation ofa future g00d, yeelds a pecfcnt cafe ro the expectant, 


& maks the man ove himſelf the Check thus, why art thou 
caſt down O my ſoul? This fickncſs was never yet unto death , 
but. ever-to the glory of God, therefore hope thou in him , 
for I $hall yet praiſe him: Jn a word thar which is prigct- 


} pally inhiited upon, in theſe short ſummaries ofa cemmunion 
# with God, 15this oa the one hand, how a hungry & longing foul 


O 


| filied & fealted with the Conſolations of God, & when in that 
| poſture, how puſted & non-plus'd, as to what tothink, or ſay 
| of God: It knowes not what todoe, or how to lay out it ſelf 
| for him, thefatisfaction thar it hath in him, & the obligation it 


kes it {elfunde to him,making.-it loox.@ne very thing it doth for 
iT | | | him, 


kim, cor the; MM Fes , c ©z regrar e&hg.| | 
ped difſicisfaction':; "Ne ks (3 doth n Ot  pleafen Et [eo nj Ti: kim, & 
thobgh heaccep? &pT wht þ ofa OY Wy ? deli Ars forichIn 
The offer , 2.T Jat Lit pt Fe Ne $ all. witha 2 blush: & futrable 7 to}! 
"This amiable & FARE £00k fu! 10N n Oro! Pikes 165 "gicardt Oritoiy 
"* Eloquence, is, k inde of a Fupt, "conciſe, & broken dil. 
"courle : :. Itis molt: defir.ous. to Doe 0, bur not know! ing what | 5 
to ſay , which 1s not uw orthy of bir, & ic falls into filene: adinje! 4 
' fation, & y<tL * Gme thing 1 IT mult ay; Shercin though, it doe not = 
P! Pleaſer ſelf; yet. ir macs 9g Food leaſe bk re him, & 15 $amoſt pleg- : 
ſent mz Tody 1 10 hiscars; 1 it's then, WHEN he (ems tob2(o1 raken 
wich that, wherein the ſoul nds ſo many failings 8 AdefieQs, 
char he los ſpeak on. let meſee erhat blusking countenance, it 
me near thy yoice ; for ſweer 25 thy wozce & thy Countengrce ws | 
comely, And rrucly rhoa mayeſt here e mitch of rhis, inde þ; 
of diſcourſe in theſe Epiſt] es, wheteto the holy \ wrigter was. fo ha- x 
biruat i in theſeſoliloquies with cod; which were  ordivar to bjm | ” 
in hts retirement, that-his pen, & preacking, "tid c ever pul 
thertinQure,& hadthe religh of that : For whiter many preached 
Nations, '& lone ſpa ike becauſcrhey belicy cd; he was, pErccivid 
'ofimes, not ſo much to ſpeake as believiog ; As fecing': : _ His 
being fo long 1 in the mount with God , made his fice tO 5hine 
Ever thereakter in his publike app? —— "Andrrhe Ig was loxwe| 
peculiar! {wecnef in his Phraſe” [ ſpectally'in crying up.,. and 
commendingrhe IC SEGh : In mentionius the joy,ofthe 7 


Holy Gholt ,. or the Glory of the life ro come. beyoug, what | ; | 


was to be fouun; d, even with other holy men ;_} Neither Was TRE ; 
"moneſt the dry Sckool-men , nor at ArcFfofle his "Feet ( though , 
" there werefew i intheage, ſo ve. | acquiint with cirher) Tharhe Þ 


learned this ; Nay, nay , q 5h and bloo4 did not,” could not 


rTeveale it unto kim, he was a ſtud-nr above the clouds, &rhee 

It was, where he ned hel: Metayifichs "This I fay1- the | 
thing upon the one hand which is intiſted upon, & on the other, © 
"thou haſt the fad condition of a ſoul deprived. of theſe ſweet i IN- | 
:z0yments: He who was jult nowtaken in ro the banquetting | 
houſe, & had the banner of love for kis. Canopy, hath Thar. /} 
ſpiced: wine which his ſoul Was drinking with dels] Ut 5 tnatchr | 


$ 4 a7 
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out of his hand, &'s paating for a 48 Fofrhe \rivers of B16 plea-. 2 
ſure, whereinnorlong agoche was ie himfelt; Where 


por. | 
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that did illuminat & warmeit , with his rayes, is ſet: Then, as 
ifche ſoul would break forth at many paſſages rogither , for 
haſt ro be afterhim , 'who hack withdrawn himſelf, tt runs our 
ar the eyes in tears, & at the mourh'in complaints , becduſe of 
his abſence ;, yet faith ſets downe the fainter, upon the brink 
of theriver , & puts him under an arreſt ( that he run not 4+ 
way ) till rheſea low again: And defire maks himlook out 
with a watery eye as impatient of delay , the inward 
Ecko of the heart, tn the mcan:tim-, being itil this, kow long 
wile tho ade thy face frim me? F'ow long? & wiileheis in 
thi. poiture, ve weuid wot krow Fim'to ve the m..11, that a 
few mivure fince he was & a few m nut keinice he ma & will ve: 
& no wonder, {inc* that is wanting & avay, which wa the 
health of his countenance, thar helook pale :  A«the weept-g 
man's eye , being blinded with water , cannor ra'e up 
objefts as they are , eſpeciall itrhey be at any dittance; fo 
h havethis holy man in theſe Ny hours, venting his jea. 
auſtes, & becauſe of withdrawing , giving way ro his ſoriow : 
Now , as the joy of injoying God, is by the former, made 


bon followes 2 night of ſorrow in che ſoul; becauſethe fun 


. , Clear to be of all the greatelt ( for under theſe full manifeſtas 


tions , theſoul may berranſported to ſuch an-extaly of delight 
that for the time, wh.ther in the body , or out of the body 5 
the man knowes not) fo, the ſorrow for being deprivgd of that, 
(thegiver ſeeing it neceſſary , to withold & ſuſpend theſe rha= 


 nifcſtations, knowing that heavineſs for a ſeaſon chrough ma. 
Z} nifold temptations, is fit for theſe, who are fons of conſola- 


tion & who hall have a few dayes hence, aneverlaſting year of 
Jubile)is,of all ſorrowes ſecn to bee the foreſt & hare . This 
ts foul anguich, &fol: ft ofany ſupportable: becauſe it maks 
the very ſpirit , which ifir were ſound would ſuſtain a man's in- 


 firmities, finkunderit: While ic is thus with him, ye may per- 


ceive that his bed caunort comfort him , nor his couch eaſe his 
complaint: And in this fever, there are ſome expreſſions drop 
ped , whichafrer chehighr is over , he doth rerra&t , asrach $8 
unadviſed, & upon more maturede!iberation , 1: mad to fay, 
this was my mfirmty : Andrruely h* who intenderh the advan- 
tageofthe whole, ig his way of dealing with every meebcr 

C Ot 


AST 


of that body, whercof heis head,, hath excellently ordered this 
matter, that they whohaye, the Fullett feaſts ofjoy ,-&are ad-, 
mittcd ro the neereſt fellowship uponearth, rorke end; thar pride. I _ 
| : ve.ordinarily the deepeſt downs, p 

L 

} 


may be hid<from their eyes, have | dow 
caſtings: Thele warme hours & hot blenks of a ſenſible preſence, | 
arc often followed with asharpe showre &-darke aighr of bitter, 
deſertion ; ſo thatif oor Foul; .in reading. rheſe, should be- | 
gintothink Or ſay , Alas! Weare ſparingly dealt with,, weare, Þ 
reat ſtrangers t@ ſich a favourit's feaſts ; let chem conſider alſo. F : 
(befids that he was an Ambaſſadournow inbonds, & fohis Ma- 
ſcr allowed liberally upon him) that. ther ſoul- anguish is short 
of his, & ſo, ifthey conſider his condition well, they will ſee, 
thatthough he had much yet he had nothing over; & it they 
take notice of the mercy that. is in their own, they will | 
perceive alſo , that though they have little yer oy iro, 
nolake; for he ab>unds towards his, in all wisdome & pru-. | 
dence There is a third condition ſpoken frequently to in; þ 
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theſe Epiſtles alſo, which lies inthe middle berwixt theſe two, ;, ' 
And that1s, ſuch a communion with God,, as conſiſts tn the | . 
foul's being well pleaſed with him & being moſt defireous te, | 
pleaſe him in all things , abſtrafting from theſe extraordinary | 

t:anſpo:t; of joy upon the one hand, & free likewiſe of theſe: Þ | 
deep down=caſtings upon the other: And this is the more, Þ . 
ordinary way of the ſaints, whoſe dayly excerciſe it 13, ta, | ( 
come & take outtheir directions fromrheir Maſter , &.cndea-. Þ F 
vour to wal; according totheſe, both as men whoare ſill under , Þ c 
their Maſters eye & as theſe who muſt oivean acconnt of them-. Þ : 
ſelves :ohim: In which ſeryice, they want not their. own, Þ . 
ſweet peace; for the way wherein they walk is a way of plea- | 

ſantneſs , & all theſe paths arepeace; though it be not ſuch an; Þ : 
overfl wwing peace, as amotints to a joy unſpeakable & full of Þ 

elory;fo: full joy is nothing elſe,bur praceſwelling without it's | ; 
ordinary channel & oyerflowing all it*s banks: And on the_# : 
oth-r hand, rhey want nor their own checks & challenges, they. 5 : 
greoften bforeGod with the tear in their eye , & knowes what | ; 


it 1s, roich becauſe ofa body of death within them: Becauſe, | 
ofthat law which i«in their members warring againſtthar law , | , 
whichisincheif minde', & bringing them into Captivity to the. 


Wu 


hy of tn, whicl isinthelt members; yet thisis short of the 
ſorrow of ſome dear to him , whoatre made to roar, by reaſon 
ofthodiſquietne(s of rheirhearr & to cry out ofthe atrowes of the 
nr. of eng. withti them & the poifon thereof drinking 

. "__ = g* ? p y . $ * {* . . | 
up their ſpitit ; fo thar' while rhey ſuffer this, tney are with wile 
Heman almoſt diftracted. Thete things I ſay', are mainly 
iafitted' upoa , which according to an cpiltolar merhod , lie 


of 


© ſcattered 1a ſeverall parcells, up & down the book; ' Inreads 


'Z ing whereof, thou wilt catily perceive alfo, that chough rhe 


" & wholeo!rhele Epiſtles may be of ſingular uſe fora Chriſtian in 
Z every condition , yet agreat many oflicm have a more ſpecial 


| Ot $7 $i 
rcfcrence, borhtothe comtorrs & the carriage of a Chiiſttan 


;& under the Croſs ( whether his afi:tion be cutward trouble, 


= or inward ſoul = Excerciſe & tcerrour ) where he is moſt fre= 


| quently tobe found : Which is all T haveto fay {or the marrer. 


There are not a few in this generation I know , who will make 
| D 


'# ictheir bufineſs, & thinkit of their intereſt, ro derogat from 


the eſteem which theſe Epiſtles doe juſtly challenge, & will 


cadily oct , from all who know how to prize things according 


 Þ totheir worth ; as knowing very well, that what reſpe& thels 
= get & gain amongft readers, they loſe; though I may true- 
Þ lyfay , &rhey will at laſtfinde it ſo, that ifthey oct thething 
they ſeek by this artifice , they loſe by that getting: & I may a- 


Oo Oo 


| furemy ſelfallo, if theſceither findethea Chriſtian or make thee 


' F ſuch, they may well loſe by this labour any eſteem thou hadſt 


TB for them , bur they will not proſylite thee , to their profag 


| contempr of fo {picituall matter ; yet I know they will eſlay 
{ it: Fuſt, ſomwhar to this purpoſe way be ſaid & wil! be ſug = 


:ſted by chem , that here is a needleſs and nauſcaring repeti= 


| tion of che ſamerthing ; though it may be, they are not (o dit- 
 Þ pleaſed, that it is fate! often, as that it ſaid ar all; or if the 

© fiequenency of ir offend them, it is out of a fear, that what is 
Z oftenſaid, b: once liſtened ro, & at aft learned, 1 grant that 


the ſane matter & purpeſc is diverſe tines rouched & 1nfiſt'd 


E upon; But conſider 1. thar thi: is to diverſe: perſons, & ts 


there either reaſon or religion in it, tou nvy him the Liberty or 


+ | rdlling all the fearers of God, to whom he writs > what was 


done fot his ſoul , "or thepeoplevi God, th. aivantage of that 
: E 3 rel 4 


relation? . Was it. not for the edificarion of the Church [ that 
all-who had heard of his perſecution for the Goſpel ,” should 


hear allo, that rhe world ,'doc there worſt, caunot make a 


lufferereruely miterable , while God maks him happy ina com- 7 
munion with hinifelf :.. The beat of perſecution may dry up, 
or imbiter all the n<rher (priags , .burchenthe ſoul hath free ac. 8 


Se anne 


cellerotheupper,. & is admitted to drink yeadiink abundant. | 


ly of theſe rivers of his pleaſure: . This is the ſpiced wine he 
drinks, & the meat the gets to cat inſceret, which the world 


knoweth not. of, & cannot take frombim ; & having found } 
how ſweet to the taſte this bread of God , which comes down | 
from. heaven, is, he, cannot forbcare to tellothers, how he } 


15 feaſted ;. to excite delſires in. all to come & share with him in 
theſe dainties, & forbearetoſurflct themſelves with the world's 
Gdeccttfull meat 2. contider, that it is at diverſe times, & ſurc- 


ly, hefinding rhe conſfolarions of God new every morning, & Þ 


abounding every moment,it had been a pecce of baſe 1ngratitude 
14 him, tohave made mention of rat but once, which- God 
had gtven him often. 3. Conſider, though the ſam2 matter 
be ofcen mentioned; yet it is moſtly wicha ſweet & taking va- 
riety of phrafe ; he brings forth the old & new togither , nay, 


_ theres ey<r ſo. muck new 10 it, as may contribute ro kindle Þ 


newdefires inthe , in orderto the fatisfattion of thy own foul, 
roſcee what he found , & when thou haſt fallen upon thar , & 
art filied with at, rhy practice 1n telling 1c oyerto others, will, 
-withour doubt, have ſuch a coincidency with his, as willju- 
ſity what h- hath done, & thou wilt then judge, that an apo= 
logy- for pubitching & frequent proclaming the goodnels 
of the.Lord in the Tand of the living is either wholly. ſuper= 
Juous.. Or it docth juppoſe the reader not be a Chriſtian, at 
leaſt in caſe. | 


Secondly ſomthing will be ſaid by malicious mutterers, (l ; 
know) againſt the apparent courſeneſs of ſome phraſes, and | 
commonnets of ſome words made uſe of by the Author; 


whoallalengſtſers himſelf, ro make uſe of rhe moſt ordinary 
exprefions, whicharein uſe among thecommon{ort of pcople, 
Somerhing I fay , . ofthis kinde'may probably ve belched faith, 
by this carping , criticizing , profane , & pre) yGicat age ; = 
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If they would remember, what was faid ( by men much more: 
knowlng then themſdves, &morc/ablerodiſcerne whareughr 
ro be ſpoken, bothasro tmartet& words )rothe commenda=- 
gon of:Plaz2r299,, whormadeuſe of themoſt common words that. 
were tn uſe , amongſt the'moſt 'common fort of people-ins 
7 Rome, $7 tþſ Muſe loguerentuv ore Dlautino utirentar ; they", 
Z would scc reaſon, rather tocommentt a dexterous making uſe of 
common phrafes,"in writing ropeople of no-extraordinary'cas 
| pacity then take”, © becanſe of this ,'*any occafioo'to quarrelat, 
Z orcry down, that which 1s ſo'ufcfull & excellent: And in. 
 theopinion of men faithfull- & famons in rhetrgeherarion/;-the 
2 berhe beſt preacher roa'peeple{and conſtquemly writter roo) 
” Ou , quan maxim? errvialiter , prerilater ,« poputariter- docet \. 
 a5to words, $8 phraſes ;* I ſte no great reaſon' ſuch havero; 
 carpe, ornecellity | have ro make an Apology : + But their is, 
& ſufficient "to be (aid ; if nor for filencing of bablers, whoſe 
& ton®uc hath moe dimentions then thetr reafon (' which maks tt, 
not worth the while to takenorice of their barkidg')- yetfor 
| ſatisfying ofthe more ſober minded. Firſt, Confider that this 
diſciple learned at his Maſter , both foto wrire & ſpeak, 'as'nor: 


| to hidehispurpoſe ina cloud of new coined words: 'Hecon- 
falted bis own reputation'ſo little, while he ſought his Maſter's 
bonour, thathe would rather 'feem a Babler to them , "who 
| minded nothing but words ; then 'a Barbarian to the meaneſlt , 
| Who wasrtaken with ſpiritual matrer: If Cioriſt'crexample,, who 


| taughr theſe high & heavenly myſteries of ſalvation, by plain 
| & obvious limilitudes, benot' ſuffictent tofilence ſuchiperfons, 
| -who havehabiuar their rongue to drope'fatyrs againſt what is 
good, whether perſons or things; yet it is enough toguard- . 
again{ttheprejudiceof what they takeliberty ro ſay. +2. Con- 
ſider, that the moſt common word's & ordinary phrafes;/-in 
uſe amongſt apeople, may , by the greateſt Oratour', bevery 
pertinently uſed, forilluttrating & preſſing hispurpoſe: "Nay , 
inſome caſes, theſe have a ſpecial emphaſis, 'beyond what can. 
_ be wrapt up, ina great many morecomprt words, & ſeemingly 
'neatexpreſſions, &rhen, they arefo far from being xblemish to 
diſcourſe, that they ſeem to give a kinde of life, & addea'certain 
luſtre torhe whole frame: &chou wilt finde it often fall ourhere, 
\ hat the Author hath ſo happy a dexterity'in makingthe moſt 
| C 2 COM 


common{(& fomtimescontemptibledlike)phraſe,withagracefull 
{weernets,lubſervitnrro his purpote;thar l*trhe greareitmaſtes.of 
wortds,alcerburone/ofrhefe wrods;or change one of theſcoxpreſe 
ſivas (which if chey ttoadnotrberemight almoſtſcem aBorba-: 
riſme') tre-marres whatheundertooke to mend',: &: while!he 
efideavourstocorradtithe Author, he leaves himfelftobe purin 
amongſt the Errar.: 3, *Contiderthata great many of the per» 
ſonsrowhomHhexrrote,, weremno ſchollers {nay had (oltttie, 
acquaintance: - Withthat,, which -paſicth in the world for cle. 


gancy offpcech-, tharhehad as goodhave ſfaidnothing'ar all to] | 


O 


them, as have madeu{c af any other words then what arepitched: þ 
upon, in:expreflirg his purpoſe; & ſo his deligne betag ro make: | 
affe&ion;: or to moveit in the hearts oftheſe to whom he wrote, - | 
there was a necefſiry to-ſuit his ſtile to their capacity ;-, which” | 
condeſceniionim him, is yet managed with ſo much fpiriruall- | 
prudence & diſcretion , as it 15 without debating high matter: þ 
or giving the leaft rational ground ro mock ar ſpiritual .my= | 
ſeries; Yeal may lay farther, thatthereis ſo much; majeſty 

the ftcaine, as that the lownels oftheftile is aboundantly thereby! | 
madeup:. And further, I might aske thee, iftrhou who maks:: | 


O 


thecchattlenge doeſt pretend to be a Maſter of reaſon, - whether-' | 
heisrhe belt Oratoir, who can with the leaſt noiſe, caſt fire into: | 


the aftedtions of theſe to whom he ſpeaks or writs ,, & bring 


down the higheſt myſteries in religion , tothe capacityof the: | 


O 


meaneſthearer & reader, or:he who wraps up plain truths & ob | 
vious purpoſes, inſuchan obſcurity of phraſe, & perplexing - 
intricacy of words, as carryes the matter quite beyond rhe:reach:: Þ 


of avulgar capacity: without making any other impreſſion 
upon the mindeof the hearer, then that the man hath forgorten/ 


his meſſage,8 while he ſceks him(clf,fl:ghrs hisMaſter's-batinefs:” | 


It often creats alſo aſuſpic'on , rhat the writter or ſpeaker either; 


deſires not to be underſtood, or, while he endeavours to foreroo-: | 
high above others, that is he hath fallen intoſach a confufion,as:: | 


he knowes not whereto finde himſelf 2 + &ifthou concede here,:; 
what with reafonthou canſt-not deny , thouhaſtgrantedall a« 
gainſt thyſelf, which I necd ſeek, for putting thee'to filence, 
4. Contider, that though there befomethere written ro;; of 
the greateſt quality inthe Nation,' & a great many others, who.. 
No are 


RA.".* 


ae: eminent for their: underſtanding & parts, aſwell as: their -. 
grace; yerastheſe ofthe greateſt quality &parts:, may reap ad» 
yvamage; -by:whart hathbeen-wricren tothe meaneſt & molt ob+.. 
ſcureperſon ;- Godin his-providence led: his fervant to ſpeak to": 
thele of underſtanding & parrs.,: 405:.that what-was. partic alarly - 

intended for them, mighrt.beof ſpecral} uſe & advantagetoevery - 
one: ; And 'thusall occaſion of.carping is taken.away:; /unlels, -. 


| amongſt therreſt of the regfularitesotthis time, Epsſtopall Autha- * 


| 1:9 be mterpoſed;./ ro-make us. read &under{tand thar axtome 
| backward, ' box: quio communzzs comelizs.; whichif itbe; I - 
| have nomoreto fay., bur that itis of a peece with: the reſt of : 
 Þ their Reformation, .  T.{uppofe by this time:;';. it may be 
' | chought;/ Ihaveſaid roov-much upon this head , figceir would . 
| ſeem that ſomething ought rather ro be. ſaid, for making many 
F chivgsinthem plainthar are myktecrious & darke.; then to fay ſo 
: | much forzzkingoffprepudice.,: becauſe offome common words - 
| &expreſiions; butas rothar, Ishallnot undertake it: -For _ 


thereare-many things in them , onely intel}toible by taſting : » 


| | & he whowants:that commentary , will never underſtand this : 
|| text. : have no mare toſay,, either for rhe vneor the other, : 
| batifanydiſlikethcem , he may ler.rhem alone ; for Linrend ro 
{ obtruderhem upon none , who diſtaſts them; ye. I cannor for 
' | deartoadviſceven ſuch, fo far roconſult their ownereputattan, 
| as, by ſpeaking againſt whatthe Author hath here wricten, nor 
| rodiſcoverthatſecrer tothe world, that theyare perſons void of - 
.F agracious principle, to whom. the things that are of God are 
- Þ unfavoury:. The wind of thy mouth ,, though accompani--. 
| ed with all the venomethoucanſt vomit up , will nor blaſt the. 
| Authorstepurtation,it will onely be a blazing ofthy own shame, 
| & thenthow wilt ſee thy (elf fo unhappy, as to have hitches; - 
| markeat which thou didt not aime : For : without doing; hin. © 
| anyhort |, whois far above thy reach, thy tongue falls upon: . 
| thy. own head, &infiriking atone whom rhou canft nor-wound, -. 


thy (word .rebounds back upon. thy ſelf, & cnters into: thine - 


| own bowells;; but.ifchou remaineſtaman of imperſwaſton, - 8 
| haft-iolmuch- pleaſure ti -publiching thine own 'shame,, TL. ; 


ctunorhelp it, ir w ſufficienttor meto. havewarned thee of thy. : 
hazazd ; norshall Lendeqyour hencoforthiodepiirethe wor: 3 


CE. > © 


of theirliberry {(fincethou wiſe Haveirto}: eo lookmponthes 
according tothe charafter which thon haſt givewofthilelf & 
that is, Deeft aliquid mrar\, to' maakethic'a manga: Chriſtians | 
& ttncethi; Brutichhapepleaſes thetithou'mayeſt goecar gra: Þ 
& [ct alone this bread , which id 6n4ly Uefigned for-Children) | 
Acd15t leaverhtero make ufe'of that liberry; "of ſayingwhat þ 
thou pleaſes,” which thou haft now 'purchalcd with'the Joſs of | 
Bly ownrepdttrign, © (295 Pl Par hn os trnems no f 
© Ifanythink, 'it had been more&convement;''to have cone þ 
cealed the names ofcheſero whom the Aurhor wrote, for ſome Þ 
reaſons obvious ," in regard of the prefent Lamentable' poſture | 
of aff:ics ( when it is almoſt ſufacert,, roniake'a' man outlry,, | 
that cverhe was really zealous for God:)-T have onely this to | 
ſay for myſelf, that] defigned their honour & nor their preju« | 
dice nor hurt in prefixing their names; Neither'can F well i= | 
magine ( what cyer others may apprehend )” what prejudice | - 
they can ſuſtain , by this ; ſince none, or very few of them, | 
come from the Author, as returns to any thing -rhey had | 
written to him ; & there being nolaw, citherdiſtharging him | 
. to write, orany perſons to reccve his letters, thete'catibeno þ 


, 
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. tranſgreſſion upon cheir part , & ſo nothing 'ts oreunda pre- || -1 
_ Judice , 'or found arational pleaagainſt chem'® # Aridimyetrlef 2 

.1o thar chic names are prefixed; or if thete'be any thingin þ 5: 
. this blame worthy, 1 alone am 1n the rranſprefſion ;*'who ff &: 


a 
_— 


"have done it without conſulting themſ.lves,, or/askingtheir | : 
.conſegr; yet in order to the ſartsfaftion of any-; who-may be | 5 
offended at what is done , I have this toſay for my ſelffirrther , |. 3 
..That I was induccdto it, firſt , thar thereby it might-4ppear theſe | 3): 
. . were indeed the very Letters, which that Fichfult ſufferer & | : 
. witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt wrote (though thereis ſufficient-i#che 54 
. file & ſraine topur this beyond debat) &'no forgeries s.'miany þ y: 
oftheſe worthy perſons. being removed (whereby the Church þ #2 
of Gadis at aſcen & ſadlofs , inthat che is deprived of ſo many, | .*1 
.. who would have weceped & made (upplication 6n her behalfein þ| 2 
this day of herdiſtreſs, when nor afew of herfriteri&& have dealt þ :'- 
rreacherouſly with her, &'arc become her' entthiee their Po= || -- 
T. Neritz might think rhemlelves wronged ) 'f Tshould havedc- = 
v7 prived theie vorthy Predeceſſore? by fappreffig; thelrinames | :+ 


— 
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c6"35 vat to thememory of 
Femetnbeaice ney 
by they may 


& that whenthe account of ſuch comes to be raken ir may be 
| aid; thigig; thatman wasborperhare. 3 [did it to encourage 
thepoſteuiry of luch, to,e. fi Nowers p3 
| of theirwarrhyprogem 1QFS.x! And ithat. rhe may nor,” without 
| thame& horrour think of declining.) 'r-rarhing abide ,*cicher 
| 40therightorlcfthand,; from the:way of th. \: o | ; 

{ .whoby tollowing the Loid.fully , in 20 cviltime, left them 2 


;- 


| noblsParcine, worthy af imitation. 4. Axforſuch whoare 
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any prejudice,by2 deed whereto thoy had nerthelcatt acceſſion; 
Reader , much palts hath been taken, 'in colicettng:thele 
Together, that-they mighr'b2 11 the hands of many- { a chang 


greatly. delived of a ions time by the godly ) which have-becn 


hicherro onely im fome broken 8 'imperF; Ct parcell;y in the þ 


hands of a few: Severall of the moſt corre& cupics that could 
behad, have been carcfullycompared,& many t:uirstheroy'cor- 
rected which: were croptin; by their being often tranſcribed; 
& that by unskaltfuil hands. : Ifir fall our to (as 1ſuppoſeit shall 
not often be found) that they who havetheAutographs by chem, 
perceive auy difference ina word o: ſentEce, berwixt rhis printed 
& rheſe, ler them impur it ro my want of heprincipul-; for 
though I had a good number of them, yct it was not pollible for 
meto g® rhe moſt part : [n-ſoine very few places allo, to the end; 
that this book might be. of more univerſall uſe, ir may ve: 
that 2{cortish word, which would have darkned thef.n(c,or rens | 
dered rac ſemence wholly unintelligble to ſtrangers , is either: 
changed into ſomeequivalent one,or a [yoonimous termeinfers 
ted by it; bur in moſt places theſe words areretained , | with-.: 
out any akrration ; becauſe cither alteration , or addition," 
. would have made them lefs raking with , & acceprableto them, : 
for whom they wereatftirft written, & totheſe for whom they: * 
are now principally intended ; becauſerhe life & emphaſis ofthe 
Phraſe; ts often found to hie,in that very word. Bur having kept - 
theeundercoptong an arreſtintheentry, Lleavethec now rope-.. 
ruſe theſezprofitable Epiſtles , which are an account ofthe maany 
{weerhours & comfortable {oliloquics which thatceminem ſaint. 
& ſufferer had with God in the furnace of his afliction:Wherein 
there 15 much to be ſeen, beyond the ordinary arrainment ofa: 
Chriſtian, cyen who hath made ſome remarkable grogrefs,: & 
i nofmallproficientinthe wayes of God, 1 nothing doubr;bur-! 
when thou perceiveſt , while thou readeſt , how-muTth pure zcal 1 
Tt God, doth borne in theſe lines, thou wikt Lament chelols 
of fuch a blefled inftrument , now ,, -whenthe Charch of God | 
is bronghe {fo very low , & there are ſo-few! of alt che. fons 


waom sheharh nouriched &broughtup,totakehearby chehand? | 

{ grant it is both a rational 8: xcligious ſgrrow ;; for when wene-- 

member the mapy eminer.t lights(rhe remoyat of whom., hath 
at, ; | brought 


Son woe 05 0 5 


| parabie | an age hardly producing (uch another} — 


broughr a fad & darke night.upon the Church) which 1d !a ty 
shine amongſt us,& moſt tay,they are.gone whowere our faithfyll 

mds; tt would almaſt ferent pardonable, ito abandon our {elves te 
orrow , & rcfuleto becomiorted: 2/7. ralre fando temperes 
alachrimus ?£ Xe givemeleavetoſugguſt theſe ichings (1) Let 


got thetcar ſoblinde :thtne'tye, as not toobſervethe goodneſe 
; | of Gad ,, who gave us-ſuch.: I 
; | excerciſed Chriſtian (worthy to beremembred- 1n this preſent 


It was. faying-ofan eminent & 


caſe. &. ro be put upon record for poſtzrity ) perceiving many 
forrowtull, upon the removal, of one of rhe moſt burning & 
chining ligths, that Precarm had ro boaſt of (that great /nrerpve- 
wr Mr .Daurbame 1 mcan ) 'turne vourtears &4ighes for this loſs 
(aid that worthy -pcrſor } though tr icem ra you almolt trree= 


ath 


pratfes,& doe not:{0 indulge yaur forrq», becauſe the Maſter 


{called home an Ambiſladour,who did fo fairhſ ully& tucceſsfully 
| negotiator himzas ye forger in the mean xime to praiſethe Lord 
ob the harveſt,who thruit forth ſucha labourer wro his vinyard :-. 
[Let not the greatneſsof your grief, make you forger the riches of 
' | his goodn=is to theChurch of Chriſt inScarland,iurhatthere was 
-{z 2fr Drrhbame todic out ofit: . So Tay, whenin reading of 
* theſe ,thou remembers that. the worthy Author is gonero his - 
reſt; yet be not-guilty of ſo much ingratitude,through theexceſs- 
of thy grick, as to froget God's care of,$& kindneſs rothe Church 


of Scorland ,. who amongſt ethers gave her a Mr Rarherfoord: 


one.-wha was not onely famous at home & abroad'for his greax © 


Learning; butſuch a Miniſter ofthe Goſpel, as I ſuppoſe, there 
& nota godly Miniſter in the Nation, who knew his painful. 


neſs; this renderne(s, his zeal, his shining ,. & Goſpel- adorn - 


ing Converſazic at willthink he wrongs himſelf, in giv. 
ing theprefen 


pains, ropr; 


coming: even upon them , who may with a rationalconfi- 


dence, expect the approbation of well dowe good C9 fer wit. 


ſervants, at: the day_ of their appearance, & dic in the faith 
of this.; that when the great-Sheph 


other 


ceto him, whole watching & weeping & unwearied 
agatethetruth, &profire the ſouls of men, made 
hin without & match or equal & Lefrderp convictions of chores - 


erdsball appear, rhey 8hall - 
receive a crown of glory, thatfaderhnot away. (2) If nq- 


orher. conſideration can dry up thy tears , or divers thy ſors 
row» while thoudo:ſt remember thy own'& the Churches lots; 
yet remember thas this 1; ſicker makerhe mqurne inhope: 
char rhe relids of the ſpitit is with him .We cannot I-grant weep 
back again, (though. .c's like ſome would be, content ro weep 


themſelves. blideyitthar were lawfull & would doc it)ou: famous | 


&.faithfull Kyoxes,,, Davidfons , Helches, Bruces, Herder ſons, 


Rutherfuards,,. Gileſpies s, Grtbries, with a-great an o.fids, 
ef.rhcir brerhren &:companions., who did build & fight with 
them; & werethe reſtorers of rhe-breaches 3;nongit us ; wheres 
by they. obrained a good report, $& are at th13 day of bleſſed en 
#7207 y indeed ; -but 1s there no hope to fre then alive in Other 


mens perſons? _ I grant their js bur litc]- .ppcarnee of rhat, for 
the preſent; For Alas may we ſay , 'whuic ie thets 2 manof Þ 
that ſpirit to be found ?. Yer let us nor addethistoali rhe reft of Þ 
our provocaticns in this wild-rnefs-lor,to limitrhe hoiy one of | 


Iſrael; fince theſe had nothing butwharthey did recetve; he can | 


O 


Tbs 


furnisghthe Church with men of the ſame parts & zeal: With.men | 


who will shinc in light, fo, that their enemies muſt Jay their 
hand .upan their mouch when they have ſpoken; & burne in love 


to God & his intereſts; & truely ir concernsall the people of God, þ 


co be much in importuning him,that he weuld again giveus ſuch 
ſtandard bearers, 8 that that he would remember us now , -1n 
ourlow eſtate, by raiſing, up ſuch , who may be as the Charers 
& horſemen. of: Iſracl, when rhe ſpirit of molt 1s under. ſuch 
a fait. .& the men ofmighr doe not finde their hands: , If we 
were up & doing inthis., which is one great paxr of our work in 
{uch a {ad time, & gave him no reſt, who knowcs,, bur, he 
would yer breath upon many., who are now as dry bones, with= 
out life or motion, & make them ſtand up for hym & plead his 
cauſeagainſt them, who hayelifted uptheir a unſt heayen, 
& their.hecl. againſt his people. > They who by Ming aſleep, 
fill their hair. was cur, thatthey were nor in calc toshake them- 
ſelves as at othertimes.,, when their encmics were upon them, 
mightycr ſpil rheir preg part , &bring.downtheir Babel 


S, wv &. *% 


.abour their ears. if the ſpirit of the Lord came upon them as at þ 


-othertimes :, Orifrhis werenot to beexpectcd,, he could raiſe 
-}Bpageneration;, who would ſerychim with more zcal &; firh- 
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Golf ple Nis COUrch Lay, ko Bark Bebe? 190 oft HART Un wh 
32h havethey been? It ny beat he9Þ waits robe gracious; 4s: 
voy bf Fang LoBeSHt Accs £0 Abe Hat gbgd Whig (By Get” Baipbys 
now # we were 2 people of prayer, & particularly for 'yhis'"Churely 
ef] xNatioo=nicicy , ae m.ght belurpriled tiow ; when we have 
Gas Farcearoiu n foi good), & wheii "our Tukwarme temper hath 
Ups binished the faihof ſuch 2 mercy al moſt out of the carth > with 
ot ſuch.a reuu rc a: that, 7 will cloche thy Prieits wrtly ſbontion, & 
Wet thy ſar is bal yer shout aloud for. joy, t wil pour down fuch a: 
me plentitu't .ne.ſfure of rhe ſpirit upoil rhem ,*thar by thetr zeal Cc 
"4s: aithf lacs, theyears which thi. cankerworme &caterpiilar of 
Ra q lukewarneſ: hath eaten up, shall be reſtored unto youleyen fold; 
> col which would carry alongſt with'it, the accomplishmenr of that 
co other great 8 Goſpel promiſe, kes enemes will 7 clothe gi Sbaine, 
= but eons b1ſelf chall bis cvownflourich. Faxit Deus, © ſeſiines 
ay should be the conſtant Echoot our hearts. per - 
wy Reader there is one thing more I have to acquaint thee with , 
5 i &lo I have done, &tharis ro tell thee y that I have made bold 
1 | fot this once, tofend theſe Zp;Hes abroad into the world, with= 
t Si out the Prelar's Iprimater : If he pleaſe to take this for an 
NE Apology, that the Author ſought nor his permiſſion rs write 
9 them,” which emboldned me co tranfmir them to thy kands; 
* | withourhis approbation , he may ; for Iam norinan humor 
| t givehimany other account ofthis aftian, I know'ir*s'yery 
Ml probable, that the faroftheſe may be the fire z for our late fu= 
Jos | tious Prefats (thar Draco volars which being got upornthe wing 
V © | outs dowifire upon che Church, wherby the Tabernaclegof 
TI Godare burnt tp through theiand: For the appearance of this 
"F þ fiery tmeredr didalwayes portend fomwhar farall to the Church 
» | to follow upon. it) area little more horthen thcir predecefiors: 
£ | 'Tt'struc, thefe went fo high in their porfecution,& dravefohard, 
" Þ thatir was rh ouohit fearcepoible; for any ro our-doethem/in 
o perſecutions, for they run them ſelves our of breath , & never 
 Þ drew bridle till they felt in thedirth,& wethovghrthey haddied 
py their without fiicedMon;burAlhs!TheClnrch finds this day;thir 
" inrefpt&of their ſucceſſors,rhev were mere noviees,&had fearce 
l Freed their Aprentishipinth. babe Z5r5 And'this __ 
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fulnell, then ve Yavel6nt '& rhit in ſucha tiamber; x #hauld- 


be chaſtiſod evea with this ſcour5e of ſcorpions ; then to wish. 
thar hewould throw'rtherodin the fire, left if they were' gone, 


& wenot titfor a deliveryFas indeed weare nor ] irshould fall 
out with us;according totheftory ofthe old wifeot Syracuſe, who Þ 
was afraid of Dyonſras” his death, leſt the devil >houtd ſuc" 0 
ceed him :* bartfany Should ſay ro me, whar & if be allready'® 
come? For if the Holy Ghoſt-call theſe. m-n ſuch Rev. 2:5 to. '* 


think whether the peopteof God' Should ice rather ſabrait ff? 


Y. 
} 
( 
in 


[4 


Ti 
$00 


Who did Br caſt ta ptiſon, & did bur caſt ſometa priſon, may he b Cc 


they who plead the necefli:y of their office, for preventing of 
(chefme & hereſy , are like to turae the berrer part of the world, 


bererscks-; but ro my purpoſe | ſay, theiris ſone reaſon to fear," 


that this be thought very tir few, to make afircin Cajapras. 
his hall: However, thou gh it snould be fo,yer this is not the firſt” 
time, that ſome ofthe worthy Autho:'s works, have got ſuch* 


entertainment: & truely thcic is ſo much z:al ro rhe increſts of* 


Chriſt, fo much love to God, & the ſalvation of men, burning iti 


theſclines;rhar,thar ſpirit, whoſe clement is fire, willendeavour to” Þ 
blow the bellowes, & f(eck this as a facrifice at their hands, whole ' 


onceprofciled lincerity, & perfonat z:al for God & his 1nterefts,ts 
now broken out, iniuch high Acts of rebellion againſt him , '& 


harred againſt his ſervants; whereby the proverbis become plain” 


Scottish, or Inglish. 0. both if ye will: Omns Apoftata ſea 
fra Ofor : Burif the Pre +15 would take a poor Precbyrer's ad-" 
vice, they woul eveir iet it aloae, leſt the finoak oftharfire, 
whorein they Guriz this, kindle.a Rame of juſt indignation a- 
©ainft them, inthe hearts of all the lovers of God, as men who 
havea very: pei{c& hatred agaiuft piety ; bur if they care oot 
to be (o looked upon, Ihaveno moceroſay, beirſo: It's 
the nothing that Ican ſay, will binder chem, from purriogh this 

= PLCC 


not be {aid ro be allready:comedown now having'grear wrath; V 


when depoſition , impraſoament, banishment , yea any thing 2 
Iefs, then declared worthy ro die, isthoughta favour: Tas gt 
ny should urge me with this, 1 fay, 1 confeſs he would pofe 3 
me tnroan abſolur filence ; or force an acknowledgment from's 
ne: If the Prelats rhemſelves who arc of ag2, be in cale to's 
makea reply , let them anſwer ir: For the truth is, they are 
fo hor upon their work, tht 1f it be a hereſy to think fo ofthem,”] 


in 
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ht 

if 
W 
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zecein bes hands,to whom,asl hcare;chey. have committed the re 
viling of learned & worthy A. r Lood''s Teſtimopy » &c. &whorr 
ſoms.18 madechotce of by them, as, Secretany 18 Chick, for revit- 
© ingall ſuch peEcCesS, TO.v IM, [oarzcs Dunmu atts , cram Frarrehove , 
76 Colie:cs ſets: . Ard hes efore 1 mult Jeave them: to their 


*. | ER , which I onchy doe,, becauſe Icangor help ir: - & Þ 


$292: Taid betids , leſt if Ishould work too hard, in Carlylng water 
Jrocoolthem, Lover-heat my {cif,, & leaverhemat laſt pothing 
Jeon theo | found them: : Euras bo thee Ch he iſtian Reader, it” 
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In Pope 4 pg un a 6 Whereinhe gives 


?/. I rhice-an account, of many a goodday , & joy{ull hour, -he had ' 


 inkis Maſter's company ; while his fcllow=-ſeryants did beat 8 
I thruſt him out of the vineyard: & hei Faxing thee rotake aghare of 
Z his feaſt , & truely I wish that both ofus would goe try & taſte, 

# facencither of us arelik<ro have very good Cater rainuentany 

E where cle. 

. I have butone word more ro ſay, for I know it's long fince. 
thou expectcd I5hould have made an end, & 18s onely Wc crave ' 
th:pardan that I have not doneit fvoner; when I wrotethefiift 
nes. P Ithought to hayemade the cud & the beginning fo con- 
tguons,, Sq [ Should neirher haye pur rlice tots tools; nar 
| my {zIf ro. the neceſtity of an Apo: ogy 3 : &ino:dertothat, 1 
didreally forbe: ar-what (as 1 toid thee} at fult intended, & am 
(carrycd this length beitds my deliznc; bur If the length of 
what is here offend thee , thou art in cal? without doing me 
Wy wrong ,. to give tay (10 the ſame fatis! ation, as if I had 
aud nothing, by paſiag it, asfo much waſte paper, & turotng - 
over to the Epiſtl-s rhemſelves: It thy foul be profired by 
theſe (as I hope 1t 5hall) 1 have mydelione, & all l{cekof the be 
ids, 1s , that thou wouldeſt wish his ſoul's welfare ; Who wasat 
this little pains, in order to thine, & who deſires to bercockened: 
i thee,, 2monglt the meaneſt & moſt unworthy of. 


The favorrers of the du# of Zrom , 
And 


thy Wellwaciere. 


Av 


Ad LECTOREM in EPISTOLAS, 


| YOD Chebar &5 Parmos, drums Y arrbme olamy | 

' Hoc, facrant Sandlo clanſirs -: bredeaVioc ; 

Profutt wt quordam tibi plus Eccliſts career , 
Libera quam patu's cona ficta fort; 

Hic tb fic ſcripts carcer ples profit ift#5 » [- 
Pulpua ,. quam rauca que ſunuere tba « 5 

Pharmaca zz hoc proſt une, contrites corde, itbello, 
Hee crucss Elſeis, eft wid ſirata r ſes. 

Hic Amor C5 C priſts decor , hc celeſizs et auls 


. o : 2 


Glaria depifia &ft, horrida 5 ire Dei. ; 
Ardua mareries , fſublimibus apta cothurnss of 
Hic tenus C9 facil: freſa, legenda ſftylo eff, FL 
Lividm ar woces ft carpat Zoilus utes, a 
Now Drvi:4 ſapit, Cor ſine mente gertt . p; 
Preſulioia celerem attuleravt hac Scripta rumam F 
Imprefla , exrremmm prejiitunntque aircm . ho 


uy — So ——_—_—e _— OO I m—_ 


READER. od 

T hou may poſſibly finde in ſome very few places, one letter for an off} -@ 
ther, as an (n) for an(n) &c. ora, tranſpobition of rw9 lerters of Þ 34 

a(:) for a (;) it may bealfo rhac the Chap. or verſe be wiſcired , bur theſſf »5 
words being inſert will eafily lead the to correct that miſtake. Thereſſſ 5: 
was ſo much pains raken in overſeeing the preſs ro prevent miſ L 
2 


printing, that thou wilr ſcarce meet with any thing that will mar the ſenſe 

yer theſe few,thouzh they be nor very marteriall, I have ſet down to fill up v2 
this Page: In the Epiſtle tothe Reader P. 3. I. 14. for Miniſter, r. Miniſters 
p-10.1.26-a afraid, r.afraid.p.16.1.9, & bur, dele but. p.17 Lanrtipen.to toy ſf © 

r.tO. p. 35. |.19, miſerably, r.miſerable.p.3 2.1.28. Areſtotle, r Ar:ſtorle, 

In the Book, P. zo. }. penulr. Iſa, 45. r-54 p.60-1.19-A.z.r. x. p.65. -i* 
Lantp.Ifai.s r.r.4r.p.r1s.).penult is. r, in. p.1;11.1-Luk.21.r.22.p.204,W +: 
.8.for, r.ſort. p.z82. 1.ult, bed, r.bode. p.3$5. 1.3. aeorremerumey, tr. all + 
Terw77w, p.z98.1.19 cek, r.ſeck p.441.1.23.you earneft,r you an earneſt 
p.449.}.33.Ifa.53.9.r.ver.z.p.464-1.238. Deur.32.30. r. v.z9.ibid. Job. 6 | Ut 

F.5.P. 465.1. 32. harden, r. Garden. p. 483.1.2. Col.z.r. 1.p. 491.1. 31 6 
blinced, r. blinded. ibid. 1,35. grace, r. grave. p. 492.1. 18. your. r. youſſf «4 
p.496.1.1.yer this,r.rhis.1bid.l. 2 2.witren,r. written:ibid.l.24Lam.3.51.r. 56} + 
P- 500.1, 34. lam3.36.r.56.p.« 16.1. 29, Ezek. 46.r., 4v.p. $27 «1.4: ; 
Levi. 13-1. 30, p. 555.1. 26. dele &. 
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in. Ireland, 


To M' ; 32 2d DL 
ROBERT CUNYNGAME, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Holywood 
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Elbelovzd ind reyerend 


Brother , .. grace mercy 


and peace he to you 3 
upon acquiatfarice in 
Chriſt, 1. thought good 
to take the opportunity 
of writing to youj ſeeing 
It hath ſzemed” good'to 
the Lord of the harvelt , 
t5 take the hooks aut bf 
our hands fora time, and 
tolry upon nsamoretio- 
nourabl: ſeryice, events 
kifter for his name. Ic 


þ , q "+ $A X . I © A Rent »* = : . , e ; - 
"ere good to comfort one another ip writing :1 have had aDe- 
20>; Ol . We "0 7 


0 gre.to ſee you. inthe face, yer now b.ingthe priſoner of Cariit 
b. 6 3tistaken away 1 amgreatly comforted tohear of your ſorl-. 
|. 33 <cers ſtarely ipirir , for your princely and royall Caprain ]:frs 
youll ur Lord®, 42d forthe grace of god 1a the rt of ou; dear bre- 


"threat with,you z you have heard of my troubl- 1 ſippoſe, Ir hath 

:# RT I ELLICEE : j ge | & þ: 

pleaſed our [wect Lord Jeſus;to I:t looſe tize malicg;o Cr g(24rter - 

;Bidkcd Lords jn lus houſe ro deprive me of my Miniſtery af Ars 
> py —_— . - @D;' _ = A >. . - + 


work 


_ 
woth and ro conficge me, eight ſcore miles from thence tg 
Aberden; and alfo {which vyas not done to any before) roin.. 
hibit me ro ſpeak ar all in Jeſus his name , within this 
Kinedome, under thepaine of rebellion: The cauſethat ripe- Þ « 
ned their hatred. was my book againſt the Arminians, whercof | 
they accuſed me, rheſe three Dayes I appeared b<tore them ;, Nh | 
Bur let our crowncd king in Zion ratgne, by his race the lofſe Þ © 
1s theirs , the advantage 1s Chriſts and truths; albeit this honeſt 
crolle gained ſomes ground on me; by my heavnicfle,and inward 
Challenges of conſcience for 2 time were sharpe, yer now forthe | 
ipcouragment of you all, I dare ſay it, and writeit under m 
hand, welcome, welcome, ſweet, ſy veert,Crofſe,of Chriſt: I verely | 
think the Chaines of my Lord Jcſus are all overlaid with pure | 
Sold, & that his croſie is perfumed,and thar it fmcllcth of Chriſt, | 

& that the Victoric, $hall bz by the blood of the lamb, and by 

the word of his truth, and that Chriſt laying on his backe, in 
his weake {trvants, and oppreſſed truth, hall ride over his cne- | 
mics bellies, and shall ftr:che rire:rgh Kirgs rm tre day of bro wrarhe Þ 
It is time we laughe when ho laugherh , and ſceing he isnow 
pleaſed to fir with wrongs fora time, it becometh us tobe {1- 
lent, untill che Lord harh let the encemizs enjoy their hungerie, 
leane, and fecklIefle paradil- : Bleſlcd arc they who are content 
to take ftroks with w<rping Chriſt, faith will truſt the Lord , 
and 15not haſtie, nor hcad [trong - neither is faith fo timorous 
as to flattcra tentation, orto bud: and bribethe crofle, Iris 
little up or little dovvn that the lamb and his followers can ger 
" molavv-fittis, nortrucewithcrolles; it mult be fo, till we be 
rpinour fathers houſe; my heart is woe indeed for my mother 
Church, that hath plaid the harlot with many lovers, her 
husband hath a mind ro ſell her for her horrible tranſgrefſions, & 
zeavy will che hand ofthe Lord be upon this backſlicing nation, 
The wayes of our Zion mourne, her gold is become dim , her 
white Nazarites are black like a coale, how $hall ror the Chil- 
eren Weep , when the hn5band and rhe mother can not agree ; 
ret I belceve Scotlands skie shall clear again, & that Chriſt shall 
build againe, the old waſt places of Jacob, and that our dead 
and try bai, chall become ancarmy of living men, 8& rhart, our 
welbeloyed 
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belood ad my \ yetfeed amone the lillies , Untill the day breake 


andthe sh. ddows flee : away, My deare brother Ict us helpe one 


another with our prayers, Our king Shall mowcedown his 


enemies , and ghall come from Boma, , with his garments all 


Z dicd in blood, and for or onfolation shall he appear, and call his 


wife Hephzibah,and his land Beulah for he will rejoyce over us 
& marieus, & Scotland snall ſay whar have I todoe any more 
with Idols? ' Only let us be faithfull ro him that can ride 
through hell, and dvath, upon a windleſtrae , and Þis horſe 
never ſtumble, and let him make of me abiidee over a water 
ſo that 1:15 hich and holy name may be alorified i in me: froks 
with the (wect mediators hand, ar e very "fweer , hewas always 
ſweet to iy foul, bur fince 1 ſaffer:d for him , his breath 
hath a ſweeter ft then before, Oh that every kaie of my head, 
and every member, and every bone in my bodte, were a man to 
witnel; a fair confeftion for him, I would thi ik all too littl= fos 
lim, whenaT look over beyond the line, and beyond 1d acath to 
the laughing tide ofthe world, I trimmph,and rid avon the high 
places of Jacob, howbeir other ways lam a faint dead- hearrod 
cowardly man; oft borne down,& hungry in waiting for the ma=- 
riage-ſupper of the lamb ; neverthelefic Ithink it rhe Lords wiſe 
hive thar tecds us with hunger, and makes us fat with wants, and 
deſertions:Þ know not n ny deare brother ifour wort thy brethrea, 
begone to ſea, or rot , they are on my heart and in my pra- 
yers , Ifthey be yer with you, ſalute my r deare friend Joha. SLuU- 
att, my weilbeloved breckren in the Lord , Mr Bar , Mr 
Hamilton, Mr Livingſton , and Mr Mak-Cleland , and ace - 
quaint them with o Ly troubles , and intreat themi.to pray for ”= 
poor afficted priſoner of Chiiſt , They are deare ero my fc ſoul; TI. 
ſeex vour prayers and thicirs ſac mv flock, their rene; —_— 
breaks ny heart - I delireto love that pzople , and others py | 
deareacquanrancein Chriſt vich love in Goland as God loverh ' 
them; I know chat ke who ſent me to the weit, an4 fouth,fends 
mealſo trorhenorth: I will Charge my foul ro belceve ana ro | 
wait for him, ind will follow his providence and not goc beferg - 
rt, nor ſtay betindir. Now mv deare brother raking Firewall th . 
papez , 1- commcndyouallto the word of his grace, and to the. 
A5Z work. 
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: 4.) _ 
work of his ſpirit, to him who holdeth the ſeven ſtars in his right 
hand, that you may be keepr ſpotleſle till theday of Jeſus our 
Lerd. Iam 

From ITwang bot 1g 0:2 11 1y Tourrey 
zo Ci.rifts valace in Averdca 
Auguſt 4. 1636. 


Your Prother 12 affliction : 
1n our {ſweet Lord Je- 


_ 5. K. 


_ To his Tarochiners. (2) 


| & om beloved, & longed for in the Lord, my crown & my 
joy in theday of Chriſt: Grace be ro you, and peace , from 
God our father » and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . 1 long excced= 
ingly to know, if the oft-ſpoken-of match betwixt you & 
Chriſt holdeth; and if you follow on to know the Lord. 
My day thoughts, and my night choughts are of you, while 
yeſleep , I amafraid of your ſouls rhat they beoff therock: 
next to my Lord Jeſus, and this fallen kirk » yehavethe grea- 
eſt share of my ſorrow, andalfſo ofmy joy; ye are the mat- | 
ter of the ters, care, fear, and daily prayers of an oppreſſed Þ 
p:uoner of Chriſt : as Iam in bonds for my high and lotty one, | 
my Royall and princely maſt-r, my Lo'd Jeſus; lo I am in 
bonds foryou , for I should haveſleepcd 11 my warme ncſt , & 
kept, the at voridin my armes » ard thecords of my taber- 
pace should have b-en faſtned more ſtrongly, I might bhaveſung 
an Evargel of Exſeto my ſoul and you Is - with my 
brethren, the ſons of my mother » that were angry at me, & 
have thruſt me our ofthe vincyard, if I should have been bro- 
ken and drawn on to n:ire you the Lords flock; & ro cauſe 
you eat paſtures troden upon with mens feer, and to drink 
foul and muddie warcr;: Fur truly the almighty was arerror to 
me, & :is fear made meafiaid. O my Lord judge ifmy miniſtry 
Senotdeareto mz, but not fo dear by many cegrees , as Chriſt 
Tels tiny Lord : God knoweth the heavie, & ſad Sabbaths I have 
bad finceI laid down at my Maſters feet my two shepherds ſtaves, | 
T bavc bren ofcn ſaving as it is writen, Lam, 3: 5 2. NY CHEMUES 
baſed mic ſore tke a bird witi.out cauſe, they have cut off ny life in 
ihe 
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5.) KR 
the dungeonC5caf7 a ftone won me: for next toChriſt,I had but one 
joy» the apple o: the eye of my dclights, zo preach C' rift my Lord, 
and they have violently plucked that away from me, & ir was 
to melice the poor mais one eye, & they haye pur out that eye, 
and quenched my light inthe inherirance ofthe Lord; but my 
eycis toward the Lord; I know I shall ſee the ſalvation of God., 
and that my hope $hall not alwayes be forgotten; And my {orrow 
Shall want nothing to complear it, and to make me ſay, what 
availcth it me tore? if ye follow the voice of a ſtranger , of one 
that comcth into the skeepfold nor by Chriſt the door, bue 
climbeth up another way , if the man build his hay and ftuble 
upon the golden foundation, C: 7ſt Jefes already laid among 
you, & yefollow kim, Iaſlureyon the mans work hall burn 
& never bide Gods fire, and ye & he both $hali be in dag= 
ger of everlaſting burning , excepr ye repent , Ot any pain, 
any (Orrow, ai.y lofle thar I can ſuffer for Chriſt, and for you 
were laid in pl:dge to buy Chriſts love to you, ani that I could 
lay my deareſt joyes , next ro Chriſt my Lord in the gap, be- 
rwixt you &eternalldeſtruction! O if [ had paper as broad as hea- 
ven and earth , and inke as the fea, and all the rivers and 
fountaines of the earth, & were able to write the leves the 
worth, the excellency,, the Sweetneſlz, and due praiſes of onr 
deareſt, and faireſt welbeloved ; and then if ye could read & 
underſtand it ! what could I wantit my miniſtry among you , 
Shouid make a marriage between the little bride in that bounds,& 
the bridegroom ? Chow rich apriſoner wereI, ifI could ob= 
taine of my Lord { before whom I ſtand for you ) the ſalvation 
of you all! O Whar a prey had I gotten to have you catched in 
Chriſtznet! Othen I had caft out my Lords lines & his ger 
wicha rich gain! Othen w-l-wared paincd breaſt and ſore back, 
and a crafed body, in ſpeaking early aud late to you ! my 
witneſſeis aboye, your heaven would be two heavens to me , 
& the (alvation of you all, as twoſalvations tome, 1 would 
ſubſcribea ſutpention, anda friſting of my heaven, for many 
hundred yeers, (according to Gods good pleaſure) if ye were 
ſure in the upper lodging , in our firhers houſe before me. 
I take to wiwacile heaven and carth againſt you , 1- take. 
" | A 3 mſtrue 
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=('6) 
anftruments in the hands of that ſun, &'day light , that 
beheld us , & in the hands of the timber & wails of thar 
kirk, if I drew not up a fair contract of mariage bety yixt you & 
Chiiſt , if I went not with oficrs betwixt the bridegroome 0 
vou, & your conicience dd bear you witnefle , your mouths 
conf.f:d, thar there were, many fair tryſts, & meetings 
drawn on, betw ixt Chriſt and you, at communion-fcafts, & o- 
ther occatians; there were braclets, jewels, rings, and Jove- 
letters, ſent ro you, by the bridegroom , it was told 
vou . what a fair dowrie ye should have, and whar a houſe 
your hn5band and veshould dwcll. in, and what was the brid- 
groomes excellencie , Swertneſſe, micht, Power. The 
Erernitic, and glory of his Kingdome , the exceeding deep- 
ncfle of his love , who fought his black wiſe through pain, 
fires, chame, death, & the orave; and fyimmed the ſalt fea 
for her , undergocing rhe curſ? of rhe. law , & then was made 
2 ctirſe for you,& ye then conſ-nred and ſaid, Ever fo 1 zake 
F:z + Icounſell you beware of the new & ſtrange laven of 
mens 1nvent:ons, beſide, and againſt theword of God, con- 
t!airto the oath of this kirk . novy comeing among you - I 
inſtructed you of the ſiperſtition , & Idolatry , of kneeling in 
their ſtant gf recctving the Lords ſapper,$% croſleing in baptitme; 
and the obſerving of mens dayes, vvithout any vvarrant of 
Chr'ft ovr pert. lawgiver: Countenance not the Surplice the 
attire of rhe Mafl. preiftyth? garment of Baals-preiſts, the abomi- 
nable bovving toalrars of rree 13 comeing upon you : hate & 
keep your ſelves from idols: forbear in any caſe ro hear the 
reading ofthe new fatherlefieſervice-book, full of groflehe- 
Tees, popish ard ſuperſtitions errors, yvithour any vvarrant of 
Chrilt , rending to. the: overthrovy of preaching : you ovy 
No obcdi-ncetorthe baſtard Canons , they are unlavyfull, bla- 
{phcmons and ſuperſtitious ; all the ceremonies thar lie-in- the 
Antichriſts foul vvomb, the vvares of thar great mother of for- 
Aicat.ons, the kirk ofRome, aretobe refuſed, ye ſee vyhi- 
ther they lead you : Continue fill 3n the Potine , vyhich 
vehaverecicved;ye heard ofine the vvhole ccunſtl] ofSod;fowe' 
0 ctepts upon Chriſts robe, .rake-Chiiftin his ragges,8cloflcs 


7 
&as perſecuted by men, & be conrent to figh, and pant up 
the mountain , vvith Chriſts crofle on your back, let mebe 
repute a falſ-prophet (& your conſcience onceſaid the con- 
trair ) ifyour Lord Jeſus shall nor ſtand by you , and man- 
taine you , and mantaine your cauſe, aganſt your enemi-s : I 
have heard, ( and my foul is greaved tor it ) that fince my 
departure from you , many among you are turned back 
from the good old way to the dogs vonute again ; let me ſpeak 
rotheſe men, it vvas not yYyithour Gods ſpectall direction, thar 
the firſt ſentence that ever my mouth uttered to you, yvas 
that of John Chap.g:39. 4d leſws [x:d for jr:cl3mmert came 1 ata 
the world that they which ſec rot mig{:t ſecs & theyn hich ſee myobt 
be mate blind. Itis poſliole, my firſt mecting & yours be, when 
vyeshall both ſtand before the dreadfull judge ofthe World , & 
in the name & authoritie of rhe Son of God , my great King 


y & Maſter, I write by theſe preſezrs, ſummonds ro tho! men , 


I arreſt their ſouls & bodies to the day of our compearancez 
their ercrnall damnation ſtands ſubſcribed , and tealzd in 
heaven ; by the hand-write of the orcat judge of quick & dead, 
and I am ready to ſtandup, as a preaching —— againſt fuch 
to their face, that day, 8&to ſay, Amer to their condemna- 
tio, except they repent: Theveageance of the Goſpel is 
heavier, nor the vengcaace ofthe law , the Mediarors maledi- 
Ction and yongeance,ts tv vice vengance,8 that yengeanceis the 
due portion'ot fuck men,NrhereTleaverhemsa; boure men,ays&% 
while they repent & amend: You vvere yvitneles hovy theLords 
day vvas ſpznr, vvhileI vvas among you: O facrilegiousrob- 
ber of Gods day , -vvhat vvill thou anſyver the Almightie, 
yyhen he ſceketh ſo many Sadbaths back again , from thee 2 
What vvill the Curſer , Svycarer, & Blaſphemer doe, vvhen 
his tongue 5hall b» roſted in that broad, and burning lake of fire 
& brimftone ? And what will the drunkard doe» when tongue, 
light*, & liver, boncs, & all, shali bole & frye in a torturing fire 
for he $h111 be far from his barrels of ſtrong drinke then, & thers 
is not a cold well of vvatzr for him in hell2 What $hall be 
the caſe of the wretch,the covetous man? the oppaiſior? the de- 
ceaver? rheearth worme, who can never gcthis vyombfull 
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ofclay, when in the day ts . Gold and Silver muſt lie 
burnt in ashes , and he muſt compear and an[wer his judge, 
and quite his clayis and naughtie heaven? woe, woe, for 
ever more be, to, the time - turning Atheiſt, thar hath one 
God, and one religion for ſummer , and another God, and 
another religion, for winter , 'and rhe day offanning ; when 
Chriſt fanneth all that is in his barn floor , whohatha cons 
ſcience for every faire and mercat, and the toul of him 
runneth upon thele oiled wheels, Time, Cuſtome, the world 
and Command of men: O if the carelciie Arhciſt, and ſleep. 
ing man , who edgoth by all , ( with , God forgive our 
Paſtors if wey lead ws rrozg, we miſt doe as they commarid , ) 
and lay:s down his head upon times bolome, and giveth 
his conlci-nce to a deputy , and fleepeth fo , while the 
ſmoak of hell fire fiie up in his throat , ard cauſe him 
ſtarr out of his doolefil bed, O if ſuch a man would a- 
wake , many woes are ſor the over-guilded , ard oold-plaſ- 
rered Hypocrite, a heavie doom is for the liar and 
white rongued flatterer , and the fleing book of Gods ire- 
Full vengeance, twentic cubits long, and rwenttecubits broad , 
that gocth out from the fac? of God, hall center into the 
houſe , and in upon the ſoul of him that ſtealcth , and ſwea- 
rerh falſely by Godsname, Zechar. 5 : ver. 23. 1 denounce 
ercrnall burning , hotter then. Sodoras flames, upori the 
men, thar boile 1n their filthic luſts of fornication, adultery, in- 
ceſt, and the like wickedneile ; no Ream, ro not a foot- 
broad for {uch viledogs, within the clean Jeruſalem : Many 
ofyou pur off all with this, God f.rgrve 229, 'we b:0w no bet- 
zet > I renew my old anſwer, 2 Cheſl.r. rhejudge is coms- 
ing i flaming fire, wita all his mighry Angels to rcn- 
der vengeance to all theſe, thar know nor God, and belceve 
Not I tave often told you' ſecurity $hall flay your , all 
men (iy they have faith , as many men and women'now » as 
many ſaints in heaven; and all belecve (ſay ye) every foul dog 
is clean enough,& good enough,for the clean & new Jeruſalem 
aboye:Every man hath converſion, & the new kirth;but it is not 
Ice] come ; they had neyer a fick night for fin, conyertion 

| n came 
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| came to them in a night dream : in a word hell will be 
| empry at the day of judgement , ard hcaven pavged full - 
| Alace It is neither catie , nor ordinaric to beleeve & to be 
E vcd 5 many muſt ſtand in the end at keavens gatcs ; when 
E they goe to taxe out thr faith they take out a fair no- 
{thing ( or as ye uſe to ſp:ak ) a beflame - O lamentable 
| Diſappo.rtraent:; I pray'you , I charge you in the name of 
| Chritt, make faſt work of Chiiſt, ard ſalvation : I know 
© there are ſome b.lcevers among you ; and 1 write ro you O 
Z poor broxen hcea.ted belcevers, all the coniforts of Chriſt , 
E 10 the New and Old Teſtament arc yours. O what a fa- 
© ther & huzband you have ! O if I had pen , -and ink, and 
| ingine , to write of him! Let heaven and earth be conſo- 
| lidat, 1n maiſie and pure goid, It will nor weigh the thou- 
| ſand part of Chriſts love to a foul, even to me a poor pri- 
| foner. 3; O that tis a maſliz and marvcllous love! Men and 
| Anocls unit your force, and ſtreogth in one ; y2 chall nor 
heave, nor poiſe it off the oround; Ten thouſand thouſand 
| yorlds , as miny world;, as Angels can number , and then as 
anew world of Angels can multiply , would nor all be the balk 
of a ballance, to weigh Chriits excellencie (wectnelle, and 
love; Put ten earth's in one, and kt a roſe grow greater 


then ten whole carths, or ten worlds, O what beauty would 
bein it, and what a ſmell would it caſt? bur a blaſt of 
the breath of thar faireſt roſe in all Gods Paraviſ:, even 
of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord , on: look of that faireſt face, 
would be infinitly in beauty, and (me!] above all tmagt- 
nabl2 , and created glory « I wonder that mcn dow bide 
off Chriſt, I would eſteem my ſelf bleſſed if I could make 
an open proclawation , and oather all the world , thar are 
living upon the earth, Jew, and Gentile, and all that hall 
be born, rothe blowing ofthe laſt trumpet, to flock round 
about Chriſt, an:l to ftand looking , wondering , admiring, 
and adoring his beauty , and ſwerernefle 5 for -his. fire 18 
hotter then any other fire , his [ove ſweeter then common love, 
kis beauty ſurpaſſcrh all other beaury - Whca I am heav'e 
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/ 
and (1d, one of his love-looks, would do me meckel worlds good, Þ 


oifyc would fall in love with him! Hovv blefled were I,how glad 


would my foul be , to help you to love him, but amongſt us all 
we could not love him enough, he 1s rhe Son of the Fathers love, | 
and Gods d:lizht, the Fathers love lieth all upon him , o if all 
mankind would fetchall their love , and lay it upon him , 1n- 
vithim, and take him hometo your houfes, in the exerciſc of þ 
prayer, morning , and evening, as Ioften deſired you ; eſpe- | 
clally now , Ict him not want lodgeing in your houſes , nor lie 
n thefeilds, when heisshut out of pulpits, and Kirks : It ye Þ 
w1ll be content to tae heaven by violence, & the wind on your Þ 


faceſor Chiiſtand his croſſe, I am here one, who hath (ome 
tryall of Chrits croſfle, I canſay, that Chriſt was'ever kind to 


me, but heovercometh him ſelf ( ifT may ſpeak ſo) in kindnels F 
vvhile I ſuffer for him , I give you my woerd for it, Chriſts 
crolie 15not ſo evilas they callit, iris ſweet, light, and com= 
fortable, I would not want rhe vilitations of love, and the # 
very brearkings of Chriſts mouth , when he killeth and my | 
Lords delightfome ſiniles, and Jove-embracements , under 
my ſufferings for him , for a mountain of fine gold, nor for } 
all tae honours , court , and grandour of velver-kirk-men; Þ 


Chriſt hath the yolke and heart of my love, 1 ammy belaveds, 


wi DE yo 
- Ong 


ard my weibcloved is mize, Othatye were all kandfaſted to | 


Chriſt ! o my Dearly bcloved in the Lord, I would Icculd 
change my voice, and had a tongue tuncd with the hand of my 
Lord, and had the art of fpr-aking of Chiiſt, that I might paint 
out untoyou, the worth, and highneſle, and grcatn: {1:, and 
exccllencie , of thar faircſt, and renowned bridegroom! [I 
bef.ech you by the mercics o frhe Lord, by theſighes, tzass, 
& heart blood,ofour Lord Jefus,by the (ſalvation of your poor 
and precious ſouls, ſr up the mountain , that ye and I may meer 
before the Lambs throne,amongt the congregation of the firſt 
borne: Lord grant, that, that may bs the tryſting place, 
that ye and I may put up our hands together , and pluck, and 
eat theapples, of the tree of life, and we way feaſt rogerhec, 
and drink rogether , ofthatpure river of the water of life, that 
cometh our from under the throne of God, and "_ _ 
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| Lamb: O how little is your hand-breadth, and ſpan lenerh of 


I) | 
Fa 

dayes here, your inch of time is Lee, then when ye and I 
parted , eternitie , cternitie , 1s comeing poſting on with, 


wings , then hall every Mans black's, and whit's; be 
po broughr ro light, O how low will rour th :200ughts be of this 
7 fair- ckined bur heart reten pple, the vain, vain, fecklefle 
g world, when the wormes shai! pr'R their houſes, [n your eyc 
4 holes, and shall cat afi the flesh , from rhe ball of Your cheeks, 
E and Shall make that body a number of G11e bones ! think not 


| the commen gate of ſervin o God, as mers bog ard ot'ers dot, 
: will bring yow to heaven : few. f.w are ſaved, the Devils 


<-> 


; court oy "thick and many , he hatkrhe orearcfh number of man- 


kind for his valicls:s 1 - SO this world is 2 creat | forrcſt of 


Z thornes in vour way to heaven, but ve meſ] thro n&h ;r,nequih 


your ſelves with the Lord, hold GR Chriſt, hear his VOICE 
only , blefle his name, ſanCtific : nd kecp his Cav , Ron the 
new commandment , love one azorfhey , It the Holy Spirit 
dwellin your bodies, and be clean and holy, love not the world, 


| lynor, love, and follow truth , learn to know God , keep in 
| mind what I ranghity ou , for God will ſeck ane account of "its 
* | when 1 am far from you : abſtain from all evil and all: 2ppear- 


| anceof evil , follow good carcfulby and ſec Fes : and fol- 
| low aftcrit © honour your King, , and pray for Fim ; remem} 
| ber meto Ged in your prayers , I dow rok forger you ; TI rold 


you often, while I'\-as with you, ar: dnow I write It ao2t', 


keavie, ſad, and fore, is that ffrok of the Lords wrath, that 
| 5 comeing upon Scotland, woe, woe, woe, to this Harlorz 
| land, "Wy rhey hall rake the cup of -Gods wrath , from his 
| hand, anddrink , and ſpuc , and fall, and nct rife again. + 
ln, In, In; wit fpeed , to you trong hoid, ye prifonrrs Ky, 
| of hope, & hideyou there , while the anger o * rhe Lord po fle; 

| Follow nor the Paſtors of this Land , ' for the ſun is £,o0ne. 
| down upon [them ; as the Lord liveth they lead you ' from 
| Chriſt, and from the good old way , yt the Lord will keep. 
| theholy Citie, and makexthis withered Kirk , to bud avain like. 


O 


a'rofe , and a field bleficed of the Lord, The grace of the. 
Lord Jeſys Chriſt be with you all, The prayers awd — 
SE | Mo TIE Fs 
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ef apriſoner of Chriſts in bonds tor him , and for you, be viih cs! 
you all,, AMEN. C10, 
z orc 
Aberden, July 14. Tower Lawfll and lovin tea 
1637. Paſlor, S. R. P[Ch 
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To the Honourable, Rewerend, and Welbelovy _ 
Profeſſors of Chrift ,* & bis Truth in 
ſincerity in Ireland. (3) | mo 


Early beloved tn our Lord, & partakers of the heaven 

ly calling, Grace, mercy &peace beroyou, from Golf 
our father, & from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 1 alwayes but moi 
ofall now in my bonds (moſt feet bonds for Chriſt my Lord) 
rcjoyce, to hear of your faith, and love, & to hear that ou luſt 
King, our welbeloved , our bridegroom, without tireing his 
ſtaycth fill ro woo you , as his wife ; and thar perſecutions, |; our 
& mockings of tinners have not chaſed: away the wooer fronf O 
the houſe, I perſwade you in the Lord, the men of God now Ot 
Scattrtred, & driven = you; put you up2n rheright ſent band 
and purſuit of Chriſt, & my ſalvation on it {if ten heaveus werePnit! 
mine} .it this way , this way that I now ſuffer for , this wayſſtha 
that the wo:Id nicknameti , and reproacheth, & no other ſan 
way, berct the Kings gateto heaven ;- & Ishall never ſee Gods te . 
facc ( and alacel were a beguiled wretchif it were ſo) if rhis beſſiceir 
not the only ſaving way to heaven. Ch that you would ny 
takea priſoner of Chritts word for it, nay I know you have ſta 
the greateſt Kings word for it, that it shall not be your wiſdom the 
to ſpicr our another Chriſt,another way of worshi ping him,then {ah 
is now ſavingly revealed ro you. Therfore though I never ta 
ſawyour faces let me be pardoned to write ro you ye honour- ſpour 
abc perſons , ye faithfull Paſtors yet amongſt ths flocks, and ÞCh 
ye lincere profeſlors of Chriſts truth, or any weak tired ſtrayers va 
who caſt but halfc an cye after the bridegreom ; if Pary : UN 
COuig 


CE2) | 
e wif could by any weak experience, confirme and ſtrengthen you g - 
in this good way every where ſpoken againſt, 1 can with 
| orcateſt aſſurance (to the honour of our higheſt, & greateſt & 
ovinf® deareſt Lord letit be ſpoken ) aſſert, (though 1 be bur a child in 
Z Chriſt , and ſcarce able to walk, but by ahold, & the mean- 
Et and lefſe then the leaſt of Saints) thar we doe not come 
| nigh, by rwentie degrees, to the dueloye & cſtimarion of thar 
Efureſt among the ſons of men }; for ifit war pcfiiblethar 
@ heaven yea ten heavens, werelaid in the ballancewirh Chriſt, 
Elwould think the ſmell of his breath , above them all: fureI 
© am he is the far beſt halie of h:aven, 'yea he is all ieayen, and 
© more then all heaven; & my tcſtimonie of him ts, that ten 
| lives of black ſorrow, ten deaths, ten hells of pain , ten 
venÞ furnaces of brimſtone , and all exquilit torments; were all 
Golf too little for Chriſt , if our ſuffering could be a hire ro buy 
5o0Þ him: and therefore faint not in your ſuffcrings , & haſards 
ord)Þforhim, I proclaim & cry hell , ſoirow , and shame uponall 
our Juſts, mpon all by-lovers, that would rake Chriſts room over 
Ing hi head inthis little inch of love, of theſe narrow ſouls of 
onsF; ours that 1s due to ({wecreſt Jefiis. © higheſt , O faireſt, 
rom O deareft Lord Jeſus , take thine ovyn from all baſtard lovers !- 
now O that vve could wodlct, & ſell all our part of times glory: 
ſentÞand times good things , for a leaſe, & rack of Chriſt for all cter- 
yereÞnitie! O how are we miſted , ard mircd with the love of tLings 
Way that are 1n this fide of time and inthis fide of deaths water! where 
ther ſcan we finde a match to Chriſt, or an equal or a b«rer then 
ods he among created things? Oh this world 1s out of all cons 
5 be ſceit, & all love with our welbeloved. O that I could ſc] 
uld ny laughter, joy , caſe, and all for him ; ard be content of 2 
ave Btraw-bed , and bread by weight , & water by me:ſures in 
om ſithe camp of cur weeping Chriſt ! 1 knovv his ſackcloth and 
en; Babes, are betrer , then the feols laughter which is like the 
yer ſſcrackling of chornes under a pot. But alace we Coe rctharden 
r= Four faces againſt the cold north, ſtcin.cs, Which Llow vpon 
nd FChriſts fair face, we love well ſur mer acdligion , & tobkertlar 
ers Evhich Sin hath made us. even as thin skinned, as ifwe were made 
_ white papers & would fain be carticd to Leayuin a chfiece- 
| | I veicd 
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vered chariot, wishing from our hearts, thar Clirifi vvould 


give us {urctie,, & his bn id yvrite, & his (cal, for nothing but 


2 fair ſurnmer, unrill we be landed, in at kcavens gares ; hovy 


many of us have been here deceived, & fainted , in the day of 


itmy acquantance A. T. hath left you, I vvill not beleevehe Þ 


dare ſtay trom Chriſts tide, I aefire that ye shevv him this from it 
me, forl loved him once in Chriſt, neither can I change my | 


mind, [uddenly of lum . Bur the baths 15 that many both of you, 
& ro00 many allo of your netghbour church of Scotland , have 4 
been like a rennene that fitreth mealfiee, & knovverh not his 


holding \ while his rights be queſtioned, and now I am perſy vad. 


ed, it Teil b2 asked at every one of ns, on what terms vve Þ 
brooke Chriſt , for we have fitten long meal - free , vveſ 
found Criſt 'vvichou a vvett foot , 2nd He , and hi 
goſpel , came upon ſmall charges to our Doors , but 


now we mult wet our feet to ſceke him - our evil manners; 
and the bad fashions ofa peoplear eaſe _ om our youth, and like 


Moab not caſten from vellell, ro veſlſcl, Jer. 48: 11x. hes 


mad? us iike ſtan ding waters , tO gather a foul ſcumme, & 
when we arc jumbled, our dregs come up , & are ſcen , many 
tale bur halfe a grip of Chriſt \ & the wind bloweth themt 
Chriſt aiunder ; indeed when the maſt is broken , & blown in 
rac (ca, it isane art then to ſwim upon Chriſt, to drie land: 
*t 15 even pothivle thar the caildren of God ina hard triall , lay 
them (clves down , as hidden 1n the lea-tideof a bush, eehith 
Chriſt their matter be taken , as Perer did > & lurke there; 
while the ſtorme be overpatt : all of us knovy rhe yvay toa 
vvholeskin , & the finvleſt heart thar is, hatha by-purſe, that 
vvill contian the deniallof Chriſtz & a fearſull back(lding. O 
hovv-rarc a thing is 1t, to be loyall, & honeſt to Chriſt , rohed 
he hath a controveriie vvth the sheelds of the carth » IT vvish all 
of you». Would confider » that this triall is from Chriſt , it is 
Come upon you uabought { indecd when we bay a tenration 
with our own money , no maryel that we be nor eaſily free 
vt it, and th:r God be not at our clbow to takeit off our hand ) 
this 1:fThriſts crdinazte houſe-fire that he maks uſe of 2. ro try 


all 


VV 
try rall; among(t you taere are fome of] this Stamp. [ shall be ſorrie of { or 
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allthe veſſels of'.is houſe Withall , & Chriſt now is about te 


21d 
but Þ bring his rreaſare our before ſun & moon , & torell his money, 
ovy @ &mtherellings:orry what vycight of gold,& vyhar yveight of 


7 of @ vvarered copper is inhis houſe; Doe nor nov jouke, or bovy , 
rrie® oryeeld to your adyer Cris in a hairbreadth;Chrift and his truth 
ehe 5 yvillnot divide, & his truth hath not latitude & breadth , thar 

k 7e may take ſome of it» & leave other ſome of1t, nay thegol- 
# pel is ike a {nall hair , that hath no breadth & vvil not cleave 
E ntyvo, 1t15 nor poſiible tortryſte & compound a matter bety vixe 
E Chriſt & Antichriſt, & rheretore ye muſt cither be tor Chritt , 
| or ye muſt beagainlt him ; It vyas bur mans vvit, & the yvit of 
; Prelats, & thcir ood father the Pope (zbat man wihour law) tg 
vve —_ , & his prerogatives royall, & his truth or the ſmal. 


r ve Þ left nail-breadth of his latter vvil, 1n the nevv kalendar of /zdf- 


his Þ farencees , & ro make a blank , of un=inked paper 1n Chriits 
@ Telrament , that men may fill up, & ſoshufle thetruth » & ma- 


@ ters they call zzdz/crext rhorovy other, & ſpin both rogether 
ike | that che Antichrilts vvares may fell the berter , this 1s but the 
hes i device & forged dream of men , vvkoſe confciences arc made of 
& Þ floutneſl? , & havea throat that a graven image, greater then 
{the bounds of the Kirk door , vvyould give free patfage unto; I 
am ſure yvhen Chriſt shall bring vs all our in our black's , & 
in Þ vvhit's,ar that day when he shall cry down time,and the world; 


d: | & when the glory of ir shall lie tn white asher, like a may flower 
ay cut down & having loft the bloſome , there $hall be few 
ile © yea non that dare make any point that toucherh rize worship & 


e; Þ tonour of our king & lawglver, to be indifferent ; O thar this "3 
| miſlead & blindfolded world , would fee, that Chriſt docth nor / 


nſe & fall, ſtand or lic» by mens apprehenfions ; what ts Chriſt 
O | the lighter , that men doe with him by open proclamation , as 
| men doe with clipped & light money ; they are now crying 
| down Chriſt ſome grain weights , & ſome pounds or shillings; 
is | & they will have him lie for a penny or a pounds for ones or for 
ane huudreth , according as th? wind blowerh from theeaſt, 'or 
from the weſt; but the Lord hes weighed him , & ballanced 


) him already , This us my wilvelcw'd Son in whon 1 amwell pleaſed + 


Wear ye br," his worth, & his Fyeight ſtanderh fell ; It is our | 
part 


= « 
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16 
part to cry ups ip with _ & PAR , down With all created | 
viocy b:torc kin. O that i could highren him, & highten his i #4 
name, &highren his throne! I know , & am pcriwaded » that of 
Chcift 5hal 22ain be high, & great in this poor witheieds & ſun. Þ 
burar Kirk 0: Scotland , & that the ſparks 0: our five, 5hallfle @ ” 
ovcr ſea, & round about, ro Warme you , & other -filter=chur- 
ehes, & tat this tabernacle of Davids houlc that is fa.lcn, even 
the Son of Layid his waſte piaccs hall be wu ir agains &] J 
know te priſon, crolits, pe:l.cutions , & trials ofthe two ſlain Þ 
Witaciics, taar are noyy dead, & burtcd Rev. 11. & ofthe 
fuithſuil proſiors have a back-door & back cntrie of cicape, & | 
thar death & hell, and the vvorld & torturess shallal. cleaves &Þ 
£ ſp.itin tyyain, & giveus fre: paſſage & libertie to goe through Þ 
Þ - then toll-irce, & vyc $hall bring all Gods good metal] cur of 
| the furnaccagain, and leave bchinde us bur our droiſc , & our 
+ ſcum.n2; we may then before hand proclauy Cirift robe vic 
torious , He is cro vned King in monnt Sion » God did put 
- the crown upon his head, Pſal. 2. And who dare take ir off 
| a2atn? out of queſtion he hath ſore & grievou; quarr<Hs againſt Þ 
his church , and rherefoce, Hei; calle i, li. 39: 10. HewhoſeP® * 
fire 1s mn Ston whoſe frr-:ace 15 472 Zeruſ lem. Pur when he hath 4 
p-rtocmed his work on mount 5ion, all Sions haters shall be as F 
tac hungry, and thirſtis man , that dreams he is cating Þ 
and d:inxing, and behold whea he awatcrh heis faint » and 
his ſoul” empry 5 and this advantage we have alſo, that 
he will nor. bring before ſua , & moon, all tte infirmitic | 
of his wife; it is the modeſty of marri2gc-anger , or husband: 


OS Ir CAPE IR AAP rn ng = DOE 2D > Cn ens _ — = 


. — 


WTO OT Ur un rt te; 
k I's pv Go = 


ap. * 


wrath , that our ſfyyeet Lord Jeſus will not come with chid- ; o 
LE Ing to the ſtrzets , to l:t all the world hear what 1s betwixt | ” 
x ki A FTE. -<-M F® ly 
[', - kim, &us; his{weet gloomes ſtay under roofe 5 and that be- , 
| cauſe heis God, Two (pectull things ye ar2to minde- 1- Tiyf " 
& maxe fure your prof.ſiion ; that ye cary not empty lamps: Þ ci 
aJace ſecurity, l{ecucity is the bane , & rhe wrack of the moſt 6 


part of the world ! Oh how maay profiflors goc witha golden 
luſtre , & gold-like beforemen, ( who arebur witneſſes to ſe 
? our White in ) & yct arebut baſtard & baſe mctall; conſiderÞ 
A how fair before the wind ſone doe ply, Witk up failes, _ 
: Z whit 


C249: 

E whitz, eyento the nick of + 5. Ws , Heb. 6: 5, (ud 
i mallong , of the heaventy. oft , CG a Share 4d part of rhe boly 
= Ghoſt, E5 the .tftr 7; of the Food \. ord of Cod, C5 the powrs of the 
© world tocome : & yer rhis 15 but atalſe micx of xcnovation , and 
Z joashort tim?, ſuchare quickly broxen upon the rocks , and 
© n:ver f:rchi the harbour , but are ſanded 1n the bottome of hell, 
O make your heaven (ure, and try how ye come by convertion ; 
; thar it be not ſtolen goods, 19a white & wel-luſtred profeſſion ! 
| awhiteskin over oli wounds maketh an under-cotring conict- 
© ence: falſe under-water not ſeen, is dangerous , & thatis a 


4 A . . . _ o 
Z let, and rift in rhe botrome of anenlighrened conſcience, of- 
1 | MF 
= tenfalling , & flaming againſt light. Woe, wo? 1s me, that 
| the holy profeſſion of Chritt , is madea ſtage garment by ma-. 
| ny, tobring home a vain fame; & Chriſt is mad< to (:rve mens 
; ends: this isas it were toſtop an oven with a Ktags robes, 
Know. 2, except mcn martyre & ſlay the body of1in, in ſan- 
Z Qed ſcif-denial, rhev $hall never be Chriſts martyrs, and 
put Et * 1 C . O a 1 _ » 
of Þ fuitnfull with: {f{zs, Ohifl could be maſter ofthor houle-idol 
| myſelf, my own, mine, my.avn will , wit, credit , C5 eaſe! 
Lof | how bie{{cd wereI ? O but wehavenced to be redezmed from 
© ourſelves, rather rh2n from the Devil, &the vvorld 1 learn 
& toput our your {*:{yes, & toput in Chriſt tor your te!ves: Ishould 
| mac{aſweer brit -ring,g riftering,& give old for new.if I could 
5 E Ws PERF bon 1 Leaf , 
| shntHe our (c16,% ſubitirure Chriſt my Lord 1n place of =2y fef*ro 
| lay, 1207 7, bat Cn::ft , not my will,out Car:ſts : mot my eaſe; nof | 


hat Þ | y Pz, Ca 720 
ties | 193 Laſts not my fecks fs credit , but Cimpt, Chriſt. Butalace 
nd. | 1nleaviag our ſelves, 11 {:t:ng Chriit before oar Idol, (elf, 'we p 


ig. | hive yet 2 glaik d back-lo9;; co our o'd Idol. O wretcned Idol, 
fs my (Cf, whenghall I ethie wholly decourted, & Ciirift v kol-" 
hy ly put in thy room ? Oh if Chri t, Chri t, had ene full place . 
Try & room of .ny f}*, that all my aimes, purpoles thoughts | 
ps: | &diires, would cout and land upon Chriſt , & not upon my : 
| RIFT &y thowbcir we cannot attain to this d:ni2l of vey q 
1nþ & mn? that we ca1 fav 141 nt my ſelf, my ſclf is 104 my, 
| ſelf, mm me 0wn 45m: lozger min? own; yet or aimin” ar this tn.” 


= q L .! ! A | « BE -- - 
4c alwed3:, +hul bzaccypr id: for alace I rhinx I shall &4*, bur 
and} Miatiag & aiming ro bea Gihriltin: Is ic not our Comfogs thee: 
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+ (18) 

Chriſt the mediator of the new coverant is come kctwixtus, & 

ood in the buflincfle , fo that green & young, heirs , the like 

t ſinners, have now a Tutour that is God, & now God be 

thanked , our ſalvation is bottomed on Chriſt: ſure lam the Þ| 1 

he bottome $hall never fall our of heaven & happincfleto us: I 

would give over the bargain, athouſand rimcs, were 1t not, 

that Chriſt his free grace, hath taken our ſalyation in hand, Þ - 

Pray, pray, & contend with the Lord, for your fiſtcr - Church; Þ 

for it would appear the Lord is about to (pier for his ſcattered Þ 
Sheep, inthedark and cloudy day, O that it would plcaſe our Þ | 

Lord to ſet up again Davids old waſted , and fallen rabernacle, Þ 

inScotland; that we might ſee rhe glory of the ſecond temple 

In this land ! O that my little heaven were wodlet, to redecm 

the honour of my Lord Jeſus , among Jews , & Gentils | ler 


t 

| 

= Ih, 

never dew he upon my branches, and ler my poor flower wither | 
| 
| 
| 


at the root, ſo being Chriſt were enthroned , and his glory ad- 
vanced in all the world, & eſpecially in theſe three Kingdomes: 
bur I know he hath no need of me, what can 7addeto him ? bur 
ol that he would cauſe his high & pure glory run through fuch a 

foul channel as I am! & howbeit he hath cauſed the bloitome fail Þ| | 

off my on: poor joy, that was on this fide of heaven, even my li- | | 

| berty to preach Chriſt to his people,yet Iam dead to that now,ſo | 

being he would hew and carye olory, glory for evermore, tomy | - 

— foyall King , out of mv filence, & tufferings. Oh that Thad I} 
may fill of his love, but I,krow ill manners make an unccuth 
& ſtrange bridegroom. I intreat you earneſtly for the aide of 
Feur praycrs , for I forgct not you, & I ſalute with my ſoul1n 
Critt , the faithfull Paſtors , and honourable & worthy Pro- 
feflors jn that Land, Now the God of peace that broughr again 
' our Lord Jeſus from the dead, the great shephcred of the 
 she«p, by the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you per- 
. fe&t, 1n every good work , to doe his will; working in you 
that which is well pleating in his fight, Grace, Grace be 

with you. 

Aberden, Feb, 4. Toxrs 12 hu fweeetefs Lord 

1638. leſes , S. R. 
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(19.) 
To theiruly noble & ele# lady my lady * 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (4) 


Noble £9 eled? Lady. 


FT Hat honour that I have prayed fot theſe ixteen yeers, with 
fubmuſſonro my Lords will , my kind Lord hath now be- 
fowed upon me; even to ſuffer for my royall & princely King 
Jeſus & for his Kingly crown, & the freedom of his Kingdom 
that his father hath given him. The forbidden Lords have ſens. 
tenced me with deprivation , & confinement within the town of 
Abcrden. Iam charged in the Kings name, toenter agaialt rhe 


g the Kings 


B 2 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


28 (20.) 
prayed for & deſired the thriving of the marriage » & coming 
of his Kingdom. I apprehend no leflc then a judgement upon 
Galloway , & that the Lord shall viiit this whole nation, for 
the quarrcll of the covenant. Burt what can be laid upon me, Þ 
or any theljke of me, is too light for Chriſt: Chriſt gow vear Þ 
more & would bear death & burning quick, in his we & fer- Þ 
yants, even for this honourable cauſe, that I now fuft< for, 1 
Yer for all my complaints ( & he knowerh that I dare not now Þ 
diſſemble) he was never ſweeter, & Kinder then he ts now ; one | 
kifſe now, 1s ſweeter then ten long fince, ſweet, ſwecris his crofle; Þ 
light, light & eafie is his yoke. O what a ſweer itcp were it, Þ 
up ro my fathers houſe thorow ten deaths , for thetruth , and # 
cauſe, ofthat unknown and fo, not-halfe-wel-loved plant of F 
renown , the man called the Branch, the clii-f among ren Þ 
thouſands , the faireſt among the ſons of men ! O what unſeen Þ 
joyes, how many hidden h art-bucaings of love , arc 1n the Þ 
remnants of the ſufferings of Chriſt! my dear worthy Lady Þ 
I giventto your La: und:r my own hand (my hcart-writing as F 
well as my hand) welcome, welcome, ſweet, ſweet, & glo= 
rious croſle of Chriſt , welcome veer Jeſus , with thy Itght þ 


crofle, thou haſt now gained & gotten all my lovefrom me, 
1 ep whatjthouzhaſt gotten. Cuavly, woe, wo: is me, for m 
beretr-flock , for the Lambs of Jetus, that I Far $hall be ted 


with dry brea'is, but I fpar#now. Madam , Idarenor promiſe 
to-ſec your La : becauſe of the lirtlerime I have alloted me, 
& I purpoſero obey the King , who hath power of ny body, 
& rcoeliton to Kings is uob-eſceming Chritts Minitters. Be 
pleaſed ro acquiant myLady Marte with my caſe,I will look your 
La: & thar good Lady will bc mindfu}l ro God of the Lords pri- 
ſoner, not for my cauſe, but for the Goſpels ſake. Madam 
bind me more (ifmore can be) to your La: and write thanks to 


' Four Þrocher my Lord of Lotine for what he hath done for 


me, 2 poor unknown ſiranger to his Lo: 1 shall ptay for 
him, & his houte , while I hve , It is his honour, to open 
his mouth jn the ſtreets for his wronged , and oppreiicd 
maſter Chriſt Jeſus, Now Madam commending your La: 


| and the ſweer childe ro rhe tonder mercies of mine own 


Lord 


- 
. (2r.) | 
Lord Jeſus , and his good will who dwelt in the bush ; 
I Reit. 


for Edinb: July 28. Yorrs in bus own ſweeteſt, 
me, | 1636. Lord teſws, >. R. 
LEar _ _ _ 


= To the Noble & Chriſtian Lady the 
ow þ VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (5) 


Ml; My very Hom:urable £5 dear Lady | 
cit, Þ Bpary mercy & peace, be to you , I cannot forger yourT.a: 
& thar fweer childe, I delire ro hear what the Lord is doing 
Z royou , & him: co wiire rome were chariry , Icannot but write 
ren Þ towy f{1-51's that Chiilt hathtry.ted me in A>:rden , & my ad- 
lcen Þ yerſirics have ſent me here, to be Fea'icd with love-banquets 
the Þ wiihmy royal', hich, high, & prince; King Jeſus, Madam why 
ady Þ $hould | ſinother Chriits honeſty, I Care not conceal his goodagls 
gas Þ to my ſoul, hz looked fram'd and uncourh - lize upon me, 
lo= F when 1 cams firſt here; Lut I belceve himfelf better rhen his 
Jhe þ looks: shall not again quarrell Chriit for a glaome,now he hath 
ne, þ takenthe mask off his face & fairh kifle thy till, & what can I 
my | have more, whileT ger great heaven in my little armes. O how 
ied Þ ſrectare the ſufferings of Chrilt, for Chriſt! God forgive them 
ue Þ that raiſe an il] report upon the {yet cioff2 of Chriſt, ir 1s but'our 
1, | weak & dimeyes , that look bur to the black fide that makes 
ly, | usmi-take: thoſe whocan rake thac crabbed-tree hand-ſomely 
tHe F upon their vack, & faſten ic on cannily , shallfindeir ſuch a but- 
Dur Þ den, as wings untoa bird, or failes roship. Madamruenot 
r1- Þ of your having choſen the better part : upon my ſalvation this 
un | isChcilts rruch Inow ſuffer for , if [ founi but cold comfortin 
to Þ wy ſuffcrings , I would not begutie others, I would havetold 
or | you plainly ; but the truths, Chris crown, his ſcepter, and. 
or || the freedo.n of his Kingdom', is that, which is now called 
en | inqueſtion : becauſe we witl not allow thar Chcitt pay tribute. 
«4 | andbe a vaſſill to the $hicl's of the earth , therefore the ſons 
a: | of our motherare angry ar us: bur- it becomerh not Chrilt, 
'"n | te hold any wians {iriup: It werea ſweetand honourable | 
rd B 3 deaths - 4 


Lo 


4 3% 
dearh rodie for the honour of that royall,8 princelyKing Jeſus; 
his loye is a myſtery to the world + I would not have belecved 
that there was ſo much in Chriit,as there is, Coz2e © ſee maketh 
Chriittobeknown in ht; excellercy & glory. I wish allthis 


Nation knew how ſweet his breath 1s, its little ro ſecCh:iſt ina | 


book, as nei doe the v erIdina card, they ralke of Chriſt by the 
book & the toague, & no more ; but to come nigh Ch:iſt and 


hauſſe him, & embrace him, 13 anotherthing. Niadam 1 witte Þ 
co your Ho!our for your caconragement 1n that honourable 


proteſlion, Chrift hath ho; ourcd you with: Ye hayc Cotten the : 
Sunny tide pithe brae,& rhe b-ſt of Ch: its good things; heharh | 
rot <1vcn you th: baſtard's portion , & hawbeir ye ger ſtrokes | 
& ſowic looks fom your Lord, yet belcevehts love more then | 

our own feeling,for this world can,taxe nothing from you,that Þ 


1s truly yours , & death can doe you noawrong? your rock doeth 


Hot cbbe & flow, but Your ſea: thar which Chriſt hath ſaid he will F 


bide by it,he will beyour turour,you shall nor get your charters 
of heaven to play you with: It is good that yehaveloſt your cre- 
dit with Chriſt , & that Lord ficerz!l Shall nor be your tutour, 
Chiſt will lippeo the raking of you to heaycn neither to your 
{e}f, norany depury , bur onely to him (elf, bleficd be your ru- 
rour : When your headshall appear, your bridegroom & Lord, 
your day £hall then dawn & it hall never haye an afrernoon nor 
anevening shadow, Let your cid: be Chriſts, ler him ſtay be- 
tide you;a; the lords pledge,thar you hall willingly render again 
if God will. Madam 1 findefolks here kind ro me, bur in the 
night, & under their breath ; my maſters cauſe may not come to 
the crowa ofthe caulcy-, others are Kind according xo their 
f:5::10n,many think mea ſtrange may,& my cauſe not good; but 
I care no: mach tor mans rhoughts or approvation : Irhinkno 
$hame oft:e crofle, The preachers of this town pretend great 
love,butthc Prelats have added to thereſt this gentle cruclry(for 
ſo they think of it ) rodilcharge me of the puipirs ofthis rown, 
the people murmur, & cry our againſt it, and roipeak traly how- 
beit Chriſt is moſt injulcear ro me otherwiſe, yer my filence on 
the Lords day keers me from bing exalted above meaſure,&frs 


Hartling inthe hear of my Loids love, Some people affect me, for 


- 
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23 
the which cauſe, I hear thepreachers here, purpoſero have my 
confinement changed, to auother place; ſo cold tz northern love: 
but Chriſt and I will bearit. I have vvreſtled long with this ſad 
filence, I faid whar aileth Chriſt at my ſervice , and my ſoul 


| hath been at apleading with Chrilt, & at yea & nay ; bur I will 


yceld ro him , providing my ſuffering, may preach mare then 


| my tonguedid ; for I gavenort Chriſt an inch bur for twice as 


good again; ina word I ama fool, & he is God, I will hold my 


| peacchereafter. Let me hear from your La: &yourDear Cailde 
| pray for a priſoner of Chriſt whois mindfull of your La: Re- 
member my obliged obedience ro my good Lady Marre, 7 
| Grace, Grace be with you . 1 write & pray bleiſings to your 


; ſweet childe. | 
Aberd. Nov. 22, Tonrs in all Dutifull obeazence in 
1636+ hs onely Lord Jeſoa, 0 = 


_ — —— 


To therieht honourable & Chriftian Laay, 
| my Lady 


VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (6) 


M 4 D 4 M, 


| FRac:s Mercy & peace be toyon: I received your La: lce- 


. #2 P - . ' 
er, it refieshed me in my heavineſle: the blefſing & pray - 


| ers of apriſoner of Chriſts comeupon you, Since my coming 
| hicher,Gafown 


zfcnr m2 not aline,except what my Brother ,Earlſ- 


J 
x 
A 


toun » & kis {on«1d write: I cannor get my papers rran{port- 
| & ; but Madan I want. not kindneflc of one, whoharh the 
| pare ofir, Chriſt (ithe had neverdone more for mefince I was 


orne) hath ingaged my heart, & gained my blefling, inthis 


houſe of my pilgrimage. It pleaſcth my welbclaved to ding 


with a poor priſo1cr , and the Kings ſpiknard caſteth a fragrant 
ſme]; aothing grieveth me, bur that I ear my feaſts my 
alone, and that | cannot edifice his ſaints: O that this Na= 
tion knew what is betwixr him and me, none-would skar at 


the crofle of Chriſt! my filence cates me up , but he”. 
B 4 hath- 


( 24.) | 
hath told me, hethanketh menolcile, then if I were preach- 
Ing daily, heſces how gladly I would beatit , & therciore My 
wages are going to the fore up 1a heaven, as if 1 were fill 
preaching Chriit, Capraias pay duzcly bedfait {ouldters , 
howbcit they dow not march, nor carry armour ; Thorgh . ſrael 
be mot gatl.cred , yer Stall 1 be glorioces hietue eyes of my Lord, © 
my lord Fall be my ren£th, liar 49: 5. my garhan., 1kLe Ban. sh- 
e! Miizfr, (the terine of Abeden) avnameth me not; [ 
have ſecnth-e white lide of Chriſts cref]-, lovely , hath he been 
ro 21s oppreficd ſervant: Plal.146:7. 4 be Lord cxecriteth jud_e- 
ment fol rec opneſſed, kecrth food to the hungry, tae Lord looſ- 
er fc prifen.r. the Lord raiſer. them tat are bowed down, tie 


Lord preſcroeth the ſſranger. IF it were come to exchanging of F 


crolſes,I would not 2XClhhange my crofle with any,l am wet-plca- 
ſed with Chriſt, & howith me ; Ihcp? none shall hear us. It's 
true for 2il this, I ger my meat with many {troks, and am {cven 
tincs aday np & down, & am often anxious, & caſt down for 
the cale of my oppref{ed broticr , yct/ hope the Lord will 
be iurty for his iervant. But now vpou fome weak , very 
weak expetieice, Iam come to love a rumbling and raging 
devilbatiiiceing we muſt havea devil ro hold the ſaints waking, 
I wiha cu:nverſome devil, rather then a ſecure & ſiceping one, 
Ar my 2r{t coming hither, I rook thedorts at Chriſt ; and took 
up a ftoma-kagunithim, Ifaid hehad caſt me over rthedike of 
the vineyard , like adrie tree; but it was his mercy I ce, that 
rac fife «lid no: burn thedri:tree, & now asif my Lotid Js 
had donerhe fault, & not I, ( who belizd m7 Lord, ) he hath 
made the firſt me:ds,, &he {pare not one wo:d againſt me, 
but hatn COmeagain, & quickned my foul with h1: preſence; 
nay iow T think the VerY at:nUETY , and caiualirtes of the croſle 
of Chriit Jeſus my Lcrd, & theſe comforts that accompany lr, 
beiter , then the worldsſer rent, O how many rich of-fal- 
livgsarein my Kings houſe, Lam perſwaded, & dare pawnd 
my falvation ot , that iris Chrifts truth I now ſuffer for : I 
know his comforts ar: nodreams , he would nor pur his ſeal on 
plank paper, nor deceive his. afflicted ones, that tiult in him, 
Your La; witte rome, that ye are yet an 11] ſcholler : = 
—Þ ' 


= 
- 


| | (25-) 
dm ye muſt gocin at heavens gates , and your book in your 


| hand , ſtill learming , you have had your own large Share of 
| croubls, & a double portion ; bur 1: faith your Fathcr counteth 


you not a ba.iard; fui-begoiten bairns arc nurtured, Heb. 12.8. 


| Long rohexw of the chilze, i write the vlefiings of Chtiis pit= 
| ſoncr & the metcics of Vod to him ; It him be Chriſts & yours 
| brtwixt you » bur ler Chriit ue whole play-maker, Jer ata ve 
| thelender, & ye the bor: owe:, not an owner: Madain 1t 15 60t 
| loag fince I did write to your La: thar Chinſtis kerping wercy 
for you » & 1 bide by rr tu}, & now | wile It Unger wy hand; 


1 


| love him dearly, winin to ſec him, there 1s in bia , that which 
| you never {aw , h-is av nigh, he is a tree of life, grecn » & 
| bloflon.ing, both ſummer and winter, there ts a nickin Chiiſta- 
; pity, ro the which whoſocvcr cometh, they ſee and feel more 
| then others can do2 : I inviteyou ofnewto come to him, 
| Come ES See will lpeat: bctrer things ofhim then 1 can doc, come 
neerer,come necrer wil ſay much.God thought never this world 
| aporrion worthy of you , he would not even you toa gift of 


dirt & clay, nay he will not give you Efaus portion, but iclerves 
the 1nheritanec of Jacob for vou: arcye not well married now 3 


have you nota good hu:band now 2 my heart cannot exprefſe 
| whar ſad nighcs I have for the virgin daughter of my people: woes 
| 15 me for our tim: 13 con:ng, Ezck. 7: 10. veholsz.:ed.sy, be- 


bald it is core, the morning 6ath gone forth, ti:e rod hath bloſſomed, 
pride hat; badded., violence 15: ſe: #p1n 4 rod of wickedneſs, the 


[77 Fr, gone 4 nn 770: or prophets : A drie wind upon Scotland , 


bur netther ro fin nor tocicanſe ; but our of all quzſton when 


| the Lord hath cut down *15 forreft, rhe after-growth of Leba-' 


non shall Aowiish , they «hall plant vines tn cur mcuntatns, and 


| acloud shall yer fill che Tewple. Now the blifſiag of our dear- 
| eſt Lord Jcfus, & the blifling ofhim thar 1s ſeperat from his 


brethren come upon you. 


Towrs at Aberden the priſcnex. 


Aberdcn. ef Chriſt , SR. 
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(26) 
To the honourable & truly noble lady , the 


MAD A 2). 


Race, mercy & peace be toyour La: I long to hear from Þ 


O 


F you, Iam here waiting ifa good wind lang -looked for, | 
Shalar length blow in Chriſts Gailes 1n this land: Bur I wonderif F 
Jeſus bo nor conteur,to ſuffer more yer in his menrvers, & cauſe, | 
& beauty ofhis houſe; rather rhen he should not beavenged upon | 
this land : Thear many worthy men ( who ſee more in the Lords 4 
dealing, rhen I cantake up with my 6im tight) arc ofa contrair Þ 


minde, &doe belceyethe Lord is cowing home again to bus 
| houſeinScotland:I hope heis on his journey thar way, yet I look 
not, but that he shall fed this land, with their own blood, before 
he eſtablish his throne amoneftus : [ knowyour Honour 15 Not 
looking aſter things here-away, yehaye no great cauſe to think, 
that your ſtock, & principall,is under the roof of theſe vilile hea- 
rens: & T hope ye would think your ſelfa beguiled and couſened 
Soul if it wer: fo, I would be ſorry to counſell your La: to make 


a covenant with time, & this lif-;but rather detire you to holdin 


fair eencrals, & far off, from this illfounded heaven thar is on 
this fideof the water , Ir ſpeakerh ſome what, when our Lord 
blower:1the bloome of oar daft hopes in this lite, & loppeth the 
branches of our worlily joyes well nigh the root,on purpole,that 
they shoald not thrive. Lord ſpill my fools heaven 1n this life, 
that I may be'ſaved forever. A forfeirure of the fatnr; part of the 
yolkeand marrow , of short-laughing happin:ſle worldly; is 
not ſuch a real evil, as our blinded eves doe conccive: I am 
thjaking loag now for ſome deliverance, more then before; bur 
I know Iamin an crrour: It is poſſible I am not come to that 
mcalurcoftriall, that the Lord is ſeeking in his work. If my 
friends in Galloway would cfteQualy doe for my deliverance, 
I would exccedingly rejoyce: but I know not , bur the Lord 
kth a way , whereof he will be the only reaper of praiſes. Lee 
mciknow with the bearer, how thechilde is , x2 Lord be his 


” 


os 
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VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE., (| 


Y 


(27.) EY 
Father , & Tutour, & your onely comforter; Thereis now. 
thing here where I am , but profauitie & atheiſme, Grace , 


| grace be with your La. 
Aberd. Feb. 13, Torr La: ar All obizdged obe- 
1627. aicnceimn Chriſt» Ss Ke 


To the noble & (hriftian lady the 


L VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (8) 


WY 


WE vac! 7: 


M 4D 4 M. 


ARace, mercy & peace betoyau, I would nct omit the 
$ occalion.to write to your La : with the bearer: Iam glad 
the childeis well, Gods favour eyen in the eyes of men be Zi 
upon him : I hope your La; isthinking upon theſe (ad & woe- 
full dayes, wherein we now live; when our Lord in his righ- 


: : . £ - . 1 _ » . 
| teous judgment , is ſending the kirk the gate she is going , 


| to Romes brotheil houſe ro ſeek i Tover of her own; Tecing 


2d. .O what ſweet come 


_— 


Sc harh givenup with Chriſt her husba 


fort, what rich ſalvarion, i; laid up fortheſe, who had rather 
| wash and roll cheir garmenrs in their own blood, then break 
| our f:0:1m Ch:ilt by Apoſtatie! Keep your (cit inthe love of Chriſt, 


| &ſtand far avack from the pollutions of the vyorld : fide not 
| with theſerimes , and hoid off fron COming nigh the figns of 


| aconfpiracic with theſe, that are now come out againſt Chriſt 6 
| that y: may be One keept for Chriſt onely: Iknow your La: 
| think: th upon this, and how ye may de humbled for your 
| If & this backſliding land; for Iavouch, thar wrath fromthe 
Lord is gone out againſt Scotland, I thinkay thelonger the 


betrer of my Royail and worthy. maſtzr , he is' become a. 


| cw welbeloved ro me now, in renewed conſolations, by 


| the preſenc2 of the ſpirit of grace and qu & Chriſts 


garments ſmell of the powder of rhs marchant when he come | 
& 6ut gf his Lyory chanabers; O his pertunged face, his fair face, 
| Pe | Eu on his 


(28.) 
his lovely & kindly kifſes , have made me a poor priſoner ſe, 
their? 1, more to be had of Chri.c in this like, then I belceved: 


wich wond-ring at new opened treaſures in Chriſt, if every 


finger, member, bone, and joynt, -were a torch buraing in- 


ch2 hot:ett fire in hell, [would rhcy could all ſend our love-prail- 
es, hizh ſongs of praile for evermore, to that plant ofrenown , 
to that royall $& high Prince Jeſus my Lord : bur alace his love 
fwclleth in me, & findeth no vent: alace, what can a du:nb 
priſoner doe or ſay for him. O for an ingine to write a book 
of Chrift and his love, nay I am left ofhim bound , 8 chained 
with his.love,, | cannot finde a looſed ſoul to lift up his prailcs, 
and give them out to others ; bur oh iny day liohr hath thick 
clouds, [cannot shine in his praiſcs, I am often like a ship 
plying about to feck the wind , I laile at orcat leiſure, and 


cannot-be blowne upon that loviieit Lord. O1t I conld turn 


my fates ro Chriits right arch , & that IT had my hearts wishes 
: A —— — _ * ON gone $:Þ * S 

pf his loveſBur, L but marrchis praiſes,nayT know no compariſon 
of whar Chriſt is, and what his worth is,all the Angels, &all the 
Slarihed, praiſe him not ſo much as 1n halfes, who can advance 


mc, eneinics muſt ſpeak good of the truth , my maſtcrs cauſe 
purchaſeth commendation. The hopes of my enlargement 


from appearances are cold , my faith hath no bed to ſleep upon, - 
oz bur 


Im or utter all his praiſes? I want nothing,unknown faces favour 


bu 
| Ph 
we think 2111s but au:tleearnelt, a fozzr boxers, a ſmall taſting we Þ 
have, ors to behaa inthis life, ( which is true compared with Þ 
the iaheritance ) bur yet I know its more, Iristhe Kingdom Þ 
of God withinus. Woe, woe, isme, that] have nor ten I 
loves , for that one Lord ]cſus, and that love t ileth, & d.icth Þ 
up in loving him ; &that[ findeno way to ſpend my love= 
deiires , and the yoke ofmy heart upon that faireit , & dearelt þþ 
one; Lam far behinde with my narcow heart. O how ebve a Þ 
ſoul have totake 1n Chritis love! for Jet worlds be multip- P 
lied according to Angels nnderitanding, in nullions, while thcy Þ 
weary themſ:lves.; thoſe worlds would not contain , the thou. | 
ſand parc of is love, O if I could yoke in amoenglt the thick Þ 
of Angels, & Serap"ims, & now-glorified Saints;& could raiſe Þ 
2 new love-ſong of Chriſt , before all the world ] Iam pained Þ 


kc 
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29. ) | 
but omniporency. The goodwill ofthe Lord, & his ſweeteſt 


preſence be with you and that childe, Grace & peace be yours, 


Aberden, 1637. Your L4- mall duty in bis ſwece 
Loyd Jeſs 3 S. K. 


———————— 


Totherioht honourable & Chriſtian Lady the 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (9) 


MADAM. 
Race, mercy & peace be to your La : I would not omit 
ro write a live with this chriſtian bearer, oneinyour Laz 


{ own caſe, driven neer to Chritt, in, and by, her afiftion. IT wish 


Oo 


that my fri-nds in Galloway foroer me not , however it be 
Chriſt is {0 good, rhat I will haye no other tutour,ſuppoſeI could 


E have waille & choiſc of ten thonſand vetide: I think now five kun- 


dred heavie hearts for him too little. I wish Chriſt now weeping, 
ſufferin 7, & contemned of men , were moredcar & detirablerg 
many ſoul: then he is:1 am ſureif rhe ſainrs wantedChriſts crelle; 


| ſoprofitable & ſoſweet, they mizhr for the gain and glory of ir, 


| 1a mercy that cheſaints bave it laid to their hand for nothino 


wishit werelawfull, either to buy or borrow his croſle; bur it 


OS 


for I know no ſweeter way to heaven , then through free grace, 


| & hard trials together , & one of theſe cannor weil want auo-' 
{ ther. O thattime would Poſt fitter, & haiten our loro-looked 


=, 


| for communion , with thar faireſt, f:ireſt among the ſons of 
* men ! O that the day would favour us, & come, and put Chit 


& us in others armes 2 I am fure a few yeers willdoe our turn , 


| &theſouldiers hour-olafls will ſoon run our. Madam look 


DO 


| toyourlamp , and look for your Lords coming , & ler your 
| heart dwell aloof from that ſweet clulde; Chriits jealoufic will 
| not admit two equall loves 1n;your La - heart, hemuſt have 


one, & thar the orcateſt; a little one to a creature may, & mult 
ſuffice a ſoul married to him, your w2aker is your hnsband,ifa. 54. 
1 would wich you well , & my obitgation theſe many yeers 
bygone ſpeak no lefſe ro me , but more 1 can neither wish , ror 


pray 


- (9 
pray , nor deſire forto A, 'S : then Chriſt fingled & wailed 
out , fromall created good things : or Chriſt howbeit wer id 
his own blood , and wearing a crown” of thoxris. I an ſure 
the ſaints a their beſt, are bur ſtrangers tothe weight , & worth 
of the incomparable ſweetncſſe of Chriſt : Heis fo riew, ſofresh 
int excellency, every day of new, to theſe that ſearch moreand 
more in him, as iFheaven could furnish as many new Chriſt; 
(Lf may ſpeak ſo} as there are dayes betwixt him & us, & yet he 
is one and theſame. Oh we love an unknown lover, when 
we love Cariſt ! Let me hear how the childe is every way, the 
Prayers ofa priſoner of Chriſt be upon him , grace for every 
more eyen while glory pertcEtit, be with your La: 


Yorrse* | is fweet Lord 
Aberd. 1637; Jeſs, Se R> 


To the noble & Chriſlian lady the 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE. (10) 


M 414 D A 4. 
Orwithſtanding the great haſte of the bearer 1 would 
bleſſ your La: in paper; defiring , that ſince Chriſt hath 
ever cavied , that the world should have your love by him, 


that. ye give your ſelf our for Chriſt , and that ye may | 


be for no other. I know none worthy of you bur Chrilt, 
Madam am either lufering forChriſt,and this 13 either rhe ſure 
and good way, or I have done with heaven and will never lee 
Gods face ( which I blefſe him cannot be.) I wrire my 
bl: fling ro that ſweet chi!d2 that ye have borrowed from God, 
hcis no heritage toyou bur a loan, love him as folks doc bars 
rowed things : my heart is heavie for you. They ſay the 
Kirk of Chriſt hath neither fon , nor heir, and rherefore her 


33, fas . 


[—2 a. 


(32.) 
return to. 4worh, but ifthat never be, I thank God 4;-worh is uot 
haven, preaching 13 nor Chriſt, I hope to wait on. Let me hear 


| how the childe is, and your La: minde & hopes ef him , forir 


would caſe my heart ro know that he is well. - Lamin g60d 
terms with Chriſt , bur oh my guilrineſſe, yer he bringerh 
not plez's berwixt him and me to the ſtreets, ard before the 
ſun. Grace, grace, for eyermore be with your La; 


Aberd. 1637, Your Le: at dll obedience in 
| Chriſt, S. R. 


To the rieht honourable & Chriflian Lady, 
my Lady 
VICOUNTESSE of KENMURE (1) 


. MAD 1AM, 
(; Race _ & peaceto you: I am refre;hed with your Let 
F cer: the right hand of him ro whom belong the iffues from 
dath, hath been gracious to thar ſweet childe,). dow nor, 1 doe 


not forger him , & your La: inmy prayers, Madam for your 


| own caſe, 1 love carcfull, and withall doing-complainrs of 


want of practice , bccauſel obſerve many who r!:ink n holinefs 
enough, ro complain and ſet themſelves at nothing ; as if ro ſay 
I am fick, would cure them: they think complaints a good 
charme for guiltinefs, 1 hope ye are wreſtling & ſtrugling: 


02, 1n this dead age, wherin folks have loſt rongue : andlegs 
| andarmes for Chriſt, I urge upon you Madam, a ncerer commu<- 


nion with Chriſt and a growing communion: There arc curtains 


| tobedrawn by, in Chriſt, that we never ſaw; ard new fold- 


Ings of love in him : [ deſpair that ever I shall win to the far 
indofrharloye, there areſo many plics init. Therefore di 

_A and (weat , and labour , and take paines for him; 4 
ſat by ſo much time in the day for him ; as you can; hewill be 
wr with labour. I, his cxilcd priſoner ſought him, and he hath 
med upon me, and hath made a moan forme, as he doth for 
is own, Jer.31:20, Iſa 45:11. and 1know not what todoe 
vith Chriſt , his loye ſurrounderh , and ſurchargeth me. 


2.) 


o & 3 o o 
and burdened with1t, but O how tweet & lovely is that burden, Þ 
I dow not keep it within me: I am fo 1n love with his love, F 
Toe | 


that Ithis love were notin heaven, I would be unwilling to g 


there, O whar weighing & whar telling is in Chriits love! 1 
fear nothing now ſo much, as tie laugh:ng of Chriits croile, Þ 


5 
& the love-Showers that accompany It: L wonder what he mean. 


eth to pur ſuch a ſlave at the board - head , at his own Þ 
cloow. Oh that I should lay my blacx mouth to fuch 


a fair, fair, fair face as Chri .s: but I dare not refuſe to be 
loved, thecauſets not in me why he hath looccd upoa me, & 


loved mz, for he got neltaer budde nor hire of me, it.cot me Þ 


nothing , it is goocheap love. O the many pound- weights 
of ats loye under wiich I am ſweetly prefl:d ! Now Madam, [ 


periwade you, thz erateit part but play with Chiiſtianity, F 
they purir oy hand catily; I thought ic had been an eaiterhing | 
to be a Chiltian, and rhat to jce'r God , had been ar the F 


next door, but oh the windings, the turnings, theup's, & 


the down's, that he hach lel me .hrough, andI feeyer much | 


way tO the foor , he ;p2akerh wich my reins 1n the nighr ſea- 
ſon and in the morainz , when I awakel finde his love-ar- 
rowes that he sh1ort art me, fticking in my heart: who will heip n 


to prai(:? who will cone 11% wich me, & ſeron 12h his great 


love? and yer Inderhar a fir--flaugat ofchallangesv-1i] come. 


in at mid-lammerc, and qu<1:10n n 2, butiris onely tokecpa 
finner in order. As forE:i:nds 1 $1all not think the world, to be 
the wo.1d, itchar well go-notdrie, Irraftin God, to uſeths 
world asa Canny or Cunning-matlter doth a knaye-fervant 
( at leſtGod give we Jace to do? ſo) he giveth 11m no handing 
or credit, onely he intrufterh him with common errands, 


wherin he can o: play che knave : I pray God | may nor give. 


this world credit of my joyes, and co.nforts , and confidence, 
thar wer to put Chriitourt of his oNic2:; nay [counſel vou Ma. 
dan, fomalictle experienc2, lt Criſt ke:p the grear ſeal , .& 
wtcult iim ſo, as to hing you” v {{el; oreat and ſmall, and 
pin your burden; upon the nail faſtzned in Davids houſe, 
Hai. 22:23. L tmenotd. will , ifeverthey get th: turouring 
efiny comforts! away , away with irceſponſall Turours = 
- Woll. 


_- 


Ca WJ ro 


23 | | 
would play m2 a ſip, & ten Chriſt would leh at me, & fay 
yell-war2d,riy ag un cr? yo cruit. Now. woz2 1s me for my whor- 
X wa 9. C bo ' . . 
ich mother the Kick of Scotland; Oh-who will bewatle hers 
Now the preſence ofthe great Angel oi the covenatit tobe with 


dana - 
you & thar ſweet childe. 
Averd. March. 7. Yowurs 12 bus ſweet Lord 
I637. Jeſas, S. KR 


——— 4 


To the rieht honourable & Chriſtian Lady ; 
ay Lady 


KENMURE. (12) 


MAD A M, 
TED the offered opportunity ofthis wertiy bearer T could) 


# not omit to anſwer the heads of your letter, 1.1 think not 
muca to fet down in paper fome good tings anent Chriſt, thar 
ſcaled and holy thing , & to feed my ſoul with ra'y wishes to be 
one with Chrift; for a wish is but broken &halt-love, but vert- 
ly to obey this, come £5 ſee - is a harder marter. but oh I have 
rather {moa<then fire, & gueſſings rather then reall affurances of 
him: I havelittle or nothing to {ay , that I am as one who hath 
found favour in hi; cycs ; bur theris ſome pining- & miſman= 
ner:d hanger , that maketh me miſcall and aicxname Chriit as 
a changed Lord. bur alace it is 11] flitten. Ican not hel eve 
without a pledge, I cannot rake Gols word without a Caiutions 
if Chriit had loſt and fold ht; credit , and werenot 10 my 
books reſponſall and law-biding , but rhi, 1s my way, for us 
wayis, Epheſ. 1:13. after thatye belceved ye were ſealed, with: 
the holy ſparit of promiſe. 2. Ye write that | am filled with know- 
ledge, and ftind notin need of theſe. warnings , but certainly: 
my lightis dim, when it coineth to 1andy-grips: and how mas 
py have fall coffers & yer empty bellics - light an1the ſaving; F 
of: of lizht, are far diff.rear, O What need havel. to-havet 1 

G the. : DENT 


34) 


the ashics blowen awav from my Dying-out fre ? I may bea 
book-man , and bean Idior & ſtark foolin Chrifts way , learg- 
ing willnot beguile Chriſt, rhe Bible beguiled the Pharaſcecs, 
& to may I be miſted: Therefore as night watches buld one a= 
nother waking o,by 1 peaKin gro oncanhes » ſo have we nced to 
hold one another on foot; fleep ſtealeth away the light of 
watching , even thelight that reproverh ſleeping. 1 doubt not 
bur mocshould ferch heaven, it they bulceyed not heaven to 
be at the next door: the worlds negative holineſs, noadulter- 
cr, no murderer, no thicf, no Couttger , maketh men belecye 
rhey are already olorified ſaints; burtthe , 6, Chap. to the, 
[1cb: may affrigh, tus 1, when wehear that mey may rake of 
the gfits, and common TIAce y otthe holy ſpi-ir,, a-:daraſte of 
the powers ofche life to comne, to hell with chem: herei Is repro- 
bate filyer wich yct ſfeemeth to have the Kings limage and 
fuperſcripti 101 vponir. . 1 inde you complaining of your {clf, 
& 1t becometh a finner - to doe, Iam not againſt you in thay, 
ſenſc of death > is a tib friend, & and of kin nd bloodro life, the 
more ſenſe, the morelife , the more ſenſe of fin, the lefle tin. '1 
would love my pain , & ſorneſs, & my wounds , nowbeit thele 
Should bereaye me oimy nights ilcep better then my wourds 
v ithout pain, O how fweet a athing 15ir,r0 give ; Chriſt his hand. 
ſull of broken armes,& iegs,& disjointed bones' 4.Bc notafraid 
for lictlegrace, Chriſt ſow eth his Bvingleed, & te will not loſe 
kis ſeed: ifhe haver! 1e guiding of my teck,and tare, it shall not 
Ny;catry. Cur ſpiit works; lofles, deaeneſs, caldneſs, wretch- 
edricls; arethe ground which the good tus bard-man lJaborwr- 
cath. 5. Ye write that His compaiiions faile not , notwith- 
ſtarding that yeur ſcrvice to Chritt miſcarnicth: To rhe which 
] anſwer :God forbid that there were Luying , and ſelling, 
and blocking for as good again , berwixt Chi and us; 
for then ftee grace mich Ty _ play it , and a Saviour ting 
dumb, and Chriſt goc and ſicep : bur we goe to heaven with 
light shoulders, a all the bairn-time, andthe v« flels creatard 
ſmall that we have, are faltned upon the ſure nail , I 22:24. 
thc oncly dangers, that we glve grace moicadge then God 
giycthir, that is, | by Carning his: SIACE INTO WillLonnels, 6. Ye 
 Wilz 
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| that pleas are taken away: Grate be wtih you. 
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” heard before mens courts, ic isat home betwixt him and us, 
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' write few ee your guiltineſs , and ye cannot be free with many; 


4 with me : I' Anſwer: bleſſed be God, Chriſt & we ate nor 


Aberd. Toms we bes ſweet Lord 
Jeſus, S.R. 


"R we» i ” 
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To the rioht honourable - Chriſlian Lady, 
my Lady 
KENMURE. {1;) 


MAD 2&2 Mt. 


Sr, mercy and peace be to your L2: God bethatiked 
& are yct in poſſeſſion of Chriſt & thar ſweet childe : I pray 
c former may be ſutc heritage, & rhe latter a loan for your - 
comfort; while he doe good to his poor afflicted, withered mount 
Sion; & who kacwe but our Lord hath comforts laid up in 
ſtore for her & you. { am perſwaded Chriſt hath bought you». 
by, thedevil , & hell, &fin, that they have no claume toyou;.- 
& that is arich & unvaluable mercy. Long ſince, ye were half 
challenging deaths cold kindneſs , in being ſo flow and ſwier 
9comeand looſe a tired priſoner: but ye ſtand in need of all the 
colles , loſſes, changes , & fad hearts that betcll you fincethar 
time: Chriſt knowerk the body of fin unſubdued ; will take 1 
them all & more: we know that Paul had necd ofthe devil; fer- 3 
ice, ro buffet him;& far more we, But my dear & honourable 
Lwly, ſpend your ſand- olaſlc well: Iamſure ye havelaw to raiſc 
: ſulpention againſt all , that devils, men, friends, world, 
bfles; hell, or fin can decree againſt you: it's good your croſſes 
vill but convey you to heavens gates: /z6anthey not goe, the 
pateshall be cloſed on them , when ye hall be admitted tothe 
tirone. Time ſtandeth nor ſtill , erernrey is hard at our door , 
0 what is laid up for you ! Therefore harden your faceagatift 
fiewind z & the Lamb your husband 1s making ready for you, 
:” &2 the 


EE 


6.) 


Honour would wish to havelt , he hath'not forgoxten you. I 
have heard a rumour of the Prelats purpoſe to banigh me, butler 
it come if God ſo will , the other tide of the (ea is my fathers 
ground aſwell-as thisifide: 1 ow bowing to God bur no ſeryil 


bowing tocro 


forted that I am perſwaded fully that Chriſt is halter with mcin 
this well-born and honeſt croſle , & if he clatme right to the 
beit halfof my-troubles, (as. know.he doeth to the whole;) I 
Shall remit it over to Chriſt, what I shall doe tn this' caſe: [ 
know certainly my Lord Jcſus will not marre nor [pill my ſuffer. 
ings , he hath uſe tor them in his houſe. - - O what it worketh 
on me, toremember that a ::ranger who cometh not in by the 


: 36. | 
» 4+ . 
the bridegroom would fain have that day, as gladly as your F 


fs, Ihavebeen but tooſoft in that : Iam com- 


door , shall build hay & ſtuble upon the golden foundation | 
lajd amongſt that people in Arworh : bur 1 know providence 


darkncfſe :- O that I could wait upon the Lord: Thad but ene 
eyc., one jcy, one delight, even to preach Chriſt, & my 
mothers ſons were angry at me , & have put out the poor mars, 
onegye, and what have 1 behinde * Iam ſure this ſowre world 
hathJoſt gy heart deſer vedly,but oh that there werea dayes-man 
ro lay his hand upon us both , & determine upon my part of it, 
Alace tkatinnocent and lovely truth should be fold, my tears 
are but little wo:th, but yer for this thing.I weep, I weep : alace 
thatmy fair -& Jovcly Lord Teſus should be miskent in his'own 
houſe | itrcckoneth little of five hundred the like of me:*Yct 
the water gocth not over faiths breath , yer our King liveth:; 
Lwtitethe priſoncrs bleſſing , the oood vill, & long laſting 
tndnefle, with the comſorts of the very God of peice beto 
your La: & ro your {wcct childe , grace , grace be with you. 


Y ozrr benorar's At ail ebedrence 172 by 


Aberd, Sep. 7. 
x ſect Lord Teſws - So 
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logketh not aſquiaz but looketh ſtraight out, & thorow all mens Þ 


-To 
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037.) 
To the much honoured 
JOHN GORD . ON, 

Of Cardonefs elder. (14) | 


Uch honoured and dearelt in my Lord , Grace, mercy & 
NV Deace bero you , my foul longcth exceedingly ro hear 
how matters goe b.rwixt you and Chriit ; and whether or nor 
there be any work of Chriit in that parish, that will bide the 
triall of fire & water:let me be weighed of my Lord 19 a juſt bal= 
ance, if your ſouls lie not weighty upon me: you gox to bed & 
you riſe with me , thoughts of your ſoul ( my dearetin our 
Lord ) d-part not from ie 1n my ficep ; ye hivea great part'0f 
my tears, fighs, ſupplications, & praycrs: ©) it I could buy your 
fouls falvation with any ſuffering whatloever, & that ye & 1 
mizhr MECtW1ti Joy up 1 the Rain-bow, when we shall ſtand b=- 
forcour judge! O my Lord forbid I haveany hard thing todepan 
againſt you 1 that day! O that he who quickneth thz dead, wonld 
velifzto my ſowing among you | what joy ts rhere (nextso 
Chriit) that #tanderh on this fide of dearh, would comfort me 
more, then thar the ſouls of that poor people wer21n tafety, . & 
beyond all hazard of lofing > <ir, shew the people this, for 
when I write royou I think I writeto you all ol1and YOuUnge 
falfill my joy and ſeek the Lord: Sure ! am ,oncel diſcovered my» 
lovely, ruyall, princely Lord Jus ro you all. Woe, woe 
woe shall beyou: part of it for evermore, ifthe Goſpel be nor 
the favour of lifennro life tro you: as many ſermons as Ipreach- 
ed, as many (-ntences as utrered , as many potats of dit- 


forthe evil ofrheir doings Beleeve me, I finde heayena city 
hard to be won, the righteous will ſcarcely befaved: © whir 
violence of thron2ing, will heaven take! alace Ifce many 
decctving them ſelves, for we will all ra hezven, now every 


foul dog with his foul feer' will in ac the'neercſt,, ro the new 


& clan Jeruſalem : all ſay they have faich, & the ofcarelt pare 


lathe world kizory not and will not conlider , that a flip in the 
; ; . " & BS 
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tay Shall they be, when the Lott-55ail plead with the world, SY 


nr 


i%Y) 


leeye bow quickly the judge will come? & tor your (elf, I knoy 


that death 1s waiting &hovering,& lingeling atGods command, 


that yc may he prepared. Then ye had need to {tir your tums & to 


rake ctergity,& death,to your riper adviſment; a wrong itep 01: 


wrong itot in going out ofthis life,in one property,is 115e thefin 
againit che holy Gho{t,8 can never be forgiven, becauſe ye can. 
' not come Þack again thorow the la': water,to mqurn forit, If 


krow your counts are many,and will take telling,and laying,& 
reckoning Eawixt you ind your Lord; fir your counts, and 


order them ; loſe nor thelaſt play , what ever ye doe; forin | 
that play with death, your precious ſoulis theprize : forthe þ 

# ſpillngr the play, & loſe not ſuch a treaſure. Ye knoy | 
out. of love I had to your foul, and out ofdefirc I had to | 
make an honeſt count for you, I teſtified my diſpleaſure and dif. Þ 
liking of your wayes very often, bothin privar & publike: 1 | 


Lords ſa 


30 
matter oftheir ſalyation , is the moſt pirifull (lip thar can be; & Þ 
that no loſle is comparable to this loſle. O then ce thar therebe | 
nota looſe pin in the work of your ſalvation! for ye will nor be. | 


we TE INST 


«© rk Þ. & ©, =. wage 


L4 


am not now a witneſs of dogn doings, bur your judge is alwayes F 


your witneſs . TI beſcec 


you by the mercics of God, by the þ 


{alrarion of yqur ſoul, by your comforts when your cyeſtrings | 


Shall break, & the face wax pale, & the ſoul shall tremble tob 
our ofthe lodging of clay ; and by your compearance before 
your awfull Judge,after the fight of this letter take-a new courſe 
with your waycs , and now in the e&rd of your day, 
make ſure of heaven : cxamijne your ſel* if ye be in 
 goodearneſt in Chriſt, for ſome, Heb.6.4. are partakers of the 
| oy Ghoſt, & rafle of re good word of God, E5 of the powers of the 
life to come ; & = have no part in Chiiſt atall. Many think 
they belceve, bur neyer tremble; the devils arefurther on, 
-then theſe, Jam, 3: 19. Makefuregoyour ciFrhar yeare aboye 
ordinary profeſſors; the ſixth part at your ſpan-len grh and hand. 
þreadrh of dayes, is ſcarcely before you: Haſte, haſte, for the 
ride will gor þide : Pur Chriſt upon all youraccounts, & your 
ſecrets: Better itisthar ye give him your counts in this life, out 
of yaur own hang, then thar after this life, he take them from you. 
{ gcyer knew {6 well what fip was , as fivce I camero _—_— ; 
os. 
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> 3 39.) 
howbeit I wa; preaching of 3 ir to you. To feel the ſmoke of 


hel's fire, in the throat, for half an hour, to ſtand belide 
a river of fire & brimſtone, broader then the earth, and ro 
think to be bound hand & foor,& caſten in the midſt By 5 t,auict, 
& thea to have God locking the priſon door, never to be opened 
for al! eter: nity : : Ohow will | ir shake a conſcience, thar hath 
any lifetn it ! I findethe fruits of mv p2 greg brittand 
that people oace fairly met , now murcth my ſoul in my (ad 
hours, & 1 rcjovee thar I gavs fair warn ne of all the COITUP- 
tions, now enting in Chriſts houſe, and now many a {weet , 
ſweet, ſoft kifl*, m: any perfumed wellfmclled kifles , & embrace- 
ment:, haveT reccived of my roy all Maſter; He Il have had 
much lovetogerier. TI have tor thepreſenr a fick, dwintng life, 
with much pain , & much love-ſickneſs for Chriit: O Whar 
I would g1verto havea bad made to: my wearted ſoul, in his bo- 
ſome ! I would friſt heaven for many ycers , tokavemy fill of 
Jeſus 1 in this life, & to have occaſion to offer Chriſt tro my 
people: & to wo02 man iy people roChrift. I cannot tell you what 
ſwcer pain , and delightfome torments arcin Chriſts love? 1 
ofcen challenge time, that holderh us {undry, I profeſs to 
you L have no reſt, I have noeaſe while I beover head & ears 
in loy's-ocean. if Chaillclove , (that formtan of deltght) were 
laid a5 open to me asI would wish ; O how would [drink , and 
drink adundantly ! O how Jeaniten would this my foul be ! I 
halfcallhi; ablnce crucll, and the mask & yaile on Chrilſts — 
a crucll covering , rhar hidcth ſuch afair, fair face, froma 
fckiſoul. I dare not challenze himſelf, bur fi Soca 
mountain of iron upon my heavie heaty, O when will we 
mcet ! © how long i is 't tO the dawning, are marriage-day ! 
O ſweet Lord Jcfts rake wide fieps O my Lord come over 
mountains at one {{r1de! O my beloved flee It're a roc, or young 
hart, upon the mountains of ſeparation ! O if he would fo'd the 
heavens rogether like an old cloak, & chovie time and dayes our 
ofthe way , , & make ready in haſte the lambs wite for her hus- 
band ! Sincz hc looked upon me , my heart is not mine own : 
he hath run awav to heaven with it: I know it was not for no- 
thing, thar I ſpake fo meekle good of Chriiſtzo you in publike. 
: 'C 4 Oil 


(.40.) 


- Ottrheheavent& the heaven of heavens w: re paper, and theſe | 


wke, & the multitude of mountains P-i1s of biaile, & | were 
able to write thar paper, Within, and without , full of the 


prailes of my fue, wy dearett, my lovehe:t, ray (weerelt, my 


are fey CONS UCS LO Ling lov.-{ungs of kr uincom parubic cxcctilen- 


who would hiJl> mcin this, how ſweet are Chills back-parts? 


y 


thcy ect their eyc plucked off kimagain ! Lookup tohim and 


faſt in Chri!i: Keep the faith ; contend for Chiiſt!; wreſtle for 


berwixr theiv, O thar my Lord would falfilt my joy , and ktep 
the young bride to Chrili;thar 15 at4zzrorh, Ard now whoever 
thcy be, that have returncd to the old yomir tince my de- 
partuie; Ibind< non ther bacs, in iny maſters name & aurho- 
ity; the long-:aſting weighty VENgCance , and curſe 
of God, in my Loids name I givethema doom of black, 
nomizecd, pure wrath , which my maſter shall ratific and make 
#ood, when we ſtand together before him: excipt they tim- 
ouſly repent , and rura to the Lord. And 1 write to thee, 
poor montning , and broken hearted beleeyer , be who thou 
will, of the fice falvarion : Chriſts {weer balme for thy 
weunds, O poor humble bcleever: Chriſts kifles for thy watery 
checks: Chris blood of atonement for thy geuilry ſoul, Fg 

: Cayeh 


Ne © AE lake 2 — 
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heaven for thy poor ſoul;thougi once bant;hed our of paradi'c: 
& my maiter Shall mae good iny word eielong., O that p<o- 
ple were wile ! O that people were wite ! O'th.r people would 
ſp1cT out Clri:t, & acvcr .cit whilzthey tinde hum ! O how 


$hall my joul mourn ip ſcccer, if my blac yecrs pata.d kead,, & 
fore breaſt , and pained b:cs , and giizs cd cats andplivat, 
& publizze piayers to God , Shall atlve ior no. Ring amens That 
pzople. Bidmy Lord jcſus {ond mc but rofun.mond you DC 
tre yeu- judge,6: toleaveyour {Ummongs «7 your houtes?'s as I 
ſeat as a witacts on. ly to gather your cittay's. O my God ivr- 
bid : 0.rcn C14 1rcl you 0f a fan of Gols woid to cCOmentionsg 
you, for the conterpr of it. I told youpken of wiatlt , 
wiath from the Lord, to come upon Scotland , and yet i blce 
b my Matte. s word; It 15 quickly coming , d{c;lotion for 
Scotland, becaule of the quarre!l ofa broxeu covenant. Now 
worthy Str, now wy dear people, my joy , and roy Crown 
intheLord, l-thin beyour ac, {czx the Lord, and his face, 
fave your ſouls - doyes Ac ro Chrit's windows: pray for 


me, & praile !0: me. The blſting of uy Go, TLC Prayers 


ard bl fin of a voor prilonct 2nd YOU Ivyfuill pator be upon 
you. 

Abrd. 7ze:e. 16+ Yoxr Lin f:ill 2 Lowing 

1307s * Pajior , dv. |. Ba : 
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To the rizht bonourable & Chrillian Ladpy 
my Lady 
S 0 Y D«. tt 


MAD A M. 


of Race, mercy and peace beto you, f-om God o:ir Father, 

(; and fom our Lord Jeftts Chriſt : I _cannor bur thank 
your La ; for your Letrerthar tath refreshed my loui. Irhiak 
my ſelf many wayes obliged to your La: for your loyeromy 
| MO Je ws Cs allied: 


> 


WM | (42) | 
2MiAzd brother , now _— with me, in that ſame cauſe; 
his Lord hath becn pleaſe roput him npon rruth- fide + I hope 
your La : will befricad him with your counicil, and counte. 
Panc- in that countrey, where he isa ſtranger: & your La:;Þ 
ncedcerh not tear bur your kindneſs to kis own, shail oe pur uw 
ia Chriſts accounts. Now Madam for your: La: ctic, Ire f 
joyce exceedingly thar rhe Father of lights, hath mad<you fer þ 
thar there is a mic7.1n Chriſtianity , which ye contendro bear; 
& thar 15 ro quir tie right eye, & the right hand » & toc theÞ 
Sonef Go: I hope your deſire is ro make him your garl:nd, & 
yourezeiooxthup tne mount , which certainly is norhing bu 
the n2w creature : fearnor, Chriſt will not caſt water upon 
your tmoaktng coal, & then who elle dare doe it, ifthe ſay nay! 
Bceſoty at corruption & not ſecure , that companion lay with 
you inyour mothers womb , & was as early friends withyou, 
as the breath of life, & Chrit will not have it otherwiſe ; for 
hedclighteth to take up fallea baitns & ro mend broken brow: 
birding #p of woznds, 15 his office: Iſai, 61- Firſt, I am olad 
Chriſt will get employment of his calling inyou, many a whole þ 
foul is1n heaven, which was ſicker then yeare: Helis content 
yelay broken arms, & legs on his knee, that he may pol}: them, 
2. Hiding of his facet; wile love, his loveis not fond , doting, 
& reaſonlets, rogive your head no other pillow, while ye ben 
:at heavens gates,bur to lic betw1xt his breſts, & lean upon his bo- 
Jome: Nay hisbairns , muſt often have the frofty cold fideof 
thehill , & fer down borh their bare feet among thorns: His 
love hath eyes, & inthe mean timo i; looking on, Our pride 
muſt have wintzr weather rorotit. But I know Chriſt & ye þ 
Shall not be heard, ye will whiſper it over berwixt your elves, 
& agtee again, for the Anchor-tow abideth fait within the 
vaile ; the end of it is in Chrsfts ren fingers , who dars 
pull ifhe hold > 7 rhe Lord thy God wil hold thy right hand, ſaymg, 
fear not, Twill help thee: 111. 41: 13. fear wit Iacob. The {ea-hck 
paſſenger Shall cometo Land , Chriſt will be the firſt that will 
mect you on the chore. I hop: your La : will keep thc Kings 
- high-way; goec onin the ſtrength of the Lord in haſte , as if ye 
Had nor laifure ro ſpeakto the Inne-keepers by the way : he is 
... Over 
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(43 ) 
over beyond time in the other fide of the water whothinkerh 
long for you, For my unfaithfullſelf, Madam, I muſt fay a word, 
Ar my firſt coming hither, the devil made mary black lies of my 
Lord Jeſus , & ſatd the court was changed, and he was angry & 
would give an evil ſervant his cave at mid - terme; but he 
g4yeme grace not to take my leave, Ircfolved ro bide ſyum- 
monds , andfit , howbeit ir was ſ':gecfted & faid, wr sog!d 
be done w. rb a withered trce , but over the d ke with iz ? But now , 
now, (Idare not, I dow nor keep it up) who is teafted as his 
poor cxiled priſoner ? I think shame of the board-hcad, & the 
firſt meſle, & the rovall Kings dining-hall ; and that my black 
hand should come on ſuch aruleis table : bur I cannot mendit, 
Chriſt muſt haye his will ; onely he paincth my ſoul fo, ſome- 
times with his love, that I have becn nigh topaſl: modeſty, & 
to cry out , hehath leftaſmoaking burning coal in my heart, 
& gone to thedoor himfclf, and left me & it rogether ; yeriris 
not deſertion , I know not what it ts ; but 1 was never folick 
for him as now. I durſt nor challenge my Lord, it I gor no 
more for hcaven, itisa dating crotie. I know he hath other 
thing rodoe, then to play with me, & trinlean apple with 
me, & that rhis feaſt will end. O for inſtrumcnrs in Gods name , 
that chis1s he ! and that I may make uſe ofir, when it will be 
a neer friend within me, & when it will be ſaid by a challenging- 
deyil wi ere rs my God ? Since I know 1t will nor Jaſte, Idctire 
but to keep broken meat: bur let no man after me, ſlander Chriſt 
or his crolle. The Great Lord of the Covenant, who brougkr 
from the gead, rhe great shepherd of his sheep , by the blood of 
the etercall covenant, <ſtablich you, and keep you & yours to his 
appearance. 


Aberd. March. 7. Y c#ers 6924s freer Loyd 
1637. Jeſws, S. R. 
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( 44-) 
To MY 
ALEXANDER HENDERSON. (6) 


Ay reverend & dear Broti:cr. 


Received your Letrers : They are az apples of gold tome, | 


"x Vich mY [wet feaſts (3 icy are above "me deſerving of 
ſuch alinner , l1z3h & out = mealu.ce e) Ihavefaineſs to balla 
mG, & WULNE inc 2 little. It 1s but his bowed wiſdom, 


wio hath taien rhe rutouring of I 21 witlfſe childe, and he 
knoweth, to be diunken a comforts, 1; NOT {ak {t for our 
ſtomack's: Howevecit be, the Qin and nolle and oloams of 


Chrit; cicfle, are weighticr then ir ſelf. 1 jane. to yu 
( my witnclſcisin heaven ) I could wish many pound welghts 
add:d tomy crolle, ro know that by fufferiogs , Chritt were 
ſet fon ward 11 his kingly office in this Land, Oh what ts my 
$}tarokisglory, Ormy loſſts, or wy {ad heart, to theapple 


efche cy - ofave Lord, & his beloved Houſe, his precious truth, 


Fs royal privieages ', the glory of maniteſted jultice 1n giving 


iO 
of iis fos; ada;h, the teſtimony of his faichfull ſervants , who 


doc clorific him when he rideth upon poor weak wormes, & 

e: invoph chinthem? Idelire vouro pray that [ may CO:NC our 

' © this firnace with hone iy, $& that m ay leave Cliiſts truth no 
X orte then found it , & rat this molt honourable cauſe, may 

netizerbcftained, nor wearncd. As for your caſe my Reverend 

and Dearcſt Brother, ve arc the talking ofthe North a:d South; 

& wake tolo, as it Ye wereall cryltall glaſſe , your mots and 

duſt should foon be proctaim ed, & rrumpers blowne at your ſlips; 

But | know ye have laid hc]p upon one that 1s mighty . Intruſt 

not your comforts to mcn; alry & Corley applauſe , ncither lay 
your down- caftings on the roagues of [: lr mockers,& reproach- 

ers of oodlin'ls; As Sewers &5 yer rrue , as unknown 0 va 
well krrown. God hath culled you to Chriſts {ide ,- and the-wind 

is now on Chrifts face in this land ; and ſeeing ye are with him 
ye cannot expect the lee-fide, or the ſunny-fide ofthe brac: Bur 
I know ye havercſolycd to take Chriſt upon any termes _ 
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' foever: I hopevedoe not rue, thong't yourcauſe behated , & 
| that prejudices are taccn up againitit; The shucles of the werrd 
think our Maſter cumbertume wares; & thac he maketh toa 
* oxcat din , & that his cord; and yoks make blains & deep ſcores 


* 1otheir neck, therefore taey kick, they tay this man $hallnot 
' reizne over us, Lerus pray on? for another, He who hath 


made you a choſen arrow 1n hiz qutyer, hide you lathe hollow 


” of his hand: I am, 


Aberd. March. 9, Yours 1 {is f,ocee Loyd 
163 7» teſts + SK 


CC AA AC OA 


To therioht honourable my Lord 


| ligion expeniive , hazardous, and dangerous, they woulc 
ſip from his cauſe as they doe and ſtand looking on , with thcir 
| hands folded behinde their back; when lowns are running away 


L. © 1 D & Nc ab 


| JAY very noble & honourable Lord, Grace, mercy and 


YL peacc betoyou, make bold tow:reroyour Ls ! that 


| you nity know the honourable cauſ: yearograced to proite , 
| 15Chriſts own truth. Yeare many wayes bleiled of God , wha 


hath taken upon you , ro come out to rhe ſtrects , with Chrutt 
on your fore-head; when to many are ashamcd ot him, and tide 
him ( as it were) under -thcir cloak, as it he werea iiolen 
Chriſt. Iftias faithl-ſs generation, (and eſpecially the cbics 
of this Kingdom, ) thought not Chuiſt dear wares , and Re- 


1 nor 


with rhe ſpoile of Sion on their back, and the boards of rhe 
Son of Gods tabernacle, Law and Juſticerr?ro behad roany, 
eſpecially for money , & meyen ; Lut, Chriſt can get ro Jaw, 
good cheap nordcar. It were the glory and honour of yeu 
who are the Nobles ofthis land , to plead for your wronged: 
bridegroom, and his opprc fled Spouſe, as far as zeal & ſtanding 
hw will goe with you. Ycur o1din. ry logicke ficmthe event 
( rhat it well doe-no goed.) ro thecaule ( and {6 fore ag 
. be 
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1 
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- IS 

2 
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of your Lo : Learning ) worth a ſtraw ; Eventsare Gods , I& 


us doe, and not plzad againſt Gods Office, ler him fir at his own 
helme who moderateth all eyents. Ir is not a good courleto 2 
complain that we cannot act a providence of gold , when our Þ 
lalineſs, cold zeal, remporizing, and faithleſs fearfulneſs ſpil- Þ 
leth good providence. Your Lo: willpardon me , I am not 
efthut inde, that tumulcs or armes is the way topur Chriſt Þ 
on his throne, or that Chriſt will be ſeryed & truth vindicated | 


enely with the arme of flesh and blood ; hay , Chriſt dozth his 
turn withlefſedin then with garments rolled in blood. Burt 
I would, the zeal of God were in the Nobles, to doe their part 
for Chriſt : andI muſt be pardoned ro write to your Lo: this: 
I dow not , I dare nor bur ſpeak to others, what God hath 
done to the ſoul of hi: poor, afflicted, exiled priſoner : his 


comfort is more then [I ever knew before, he hath ſcaled the | 


honourable cauſe I now ſuffer for , & I shall nor beleeverhar 
Chriſt will pur his 2-722 & ring uport an imagination: he hath 
made all hs promites good to me, and hath filled upall the 
blanks with his own hand : I would not exchange my bond; 
with the plaiſtered joy of this whole world. It hath pleaf- 
ed him ro make a inner the lice of me, an ordinary ban- 
quetter in his houſe of wine , with that royall Prigce- 
Iy one Chriſt Jeſus . O what weighing ! O what tel. 
ling 151n his love! how {weer muſt he be, when that black 
aud Burdenſome tree , his own crofle, 13 fo perfumed with 
joy and gladnels ! O for helptolift him up by praiſes, on his 
royall throne ! I ſeek no more bur that his name may ba ſpread 
abroad in me, that mcekle good may be {poten of Chriſt on 
my behalf : this being done, my lofles , place , ſtipend, 


th. *axpclir , aſc, and Liberty , shall all be made up to my full con- 


tentent, and joy of heart. I will be confident your Lo! 
Will goz on 1n the ſtrength oftheLord and keep Chriſt & 
w—_ him,that he may read yourname publikly bctore men% 
Angels. Iwilentreat your Lo: to exhort & encourage that 
Nobleman your Cluefto doe theſame: butIam woe , many 
of you finde anew wiſdom,which deſcrveth nox ſuck aname; 
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47 * =” 
+ were bettor that men should (cc, that their wiſdom be holy 


| & their holineſs wiit : 1 mult be bold to defire your Lo: Is 
8 dd? to your forracr favours ts me (for the which your Lo:hath 
"OY F 2 priſo:;ers bicfling & prayers) this, that ye would be pleaſed te 
| befriend my brother, now ſuffering for the ſame cauſe. For hels 
to dwell nigh your Lo: Bounds; your Lo: word & countenance 
| may help him. | 
orace & render mercy of Chrift Jeſus our Lord. I reft. 


mc 


Thus recommending your Lo: to the ſar b-4 


Aberd. March. 9g. 
1637, 


Yor Lo : obliged Servest #3 


Chriſt, S+ KR. 


To Mr. 


WILLIAM DALGLISWC 
Minijter of the Goſpel. (18) 


Reverend C5 Dear Broticr, 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: Iam well, myLord 
AJ ſclus is Kinder to me then cyer he was, it pleaſerh him te 
dine & fup with his afflicted priſoner, a King feaſteth me, and 
his ſpiz:nard caſteth a {xeer {mell, Pur Chritts lovera the tcaall 


and put upon 1t burdens, & then it Will appear loveindeed : We 
| employ not his love, & therefore we know it nor, 1 y crtly count 
| more of the ſufferings of iny Lord, then of this worlds lujtred & 
| overguilded glory : I darenot fay but my Lord Jefas bath fully 
| recompenſed my ſadneſs, with his joyes: my lofles, with his 


own preſence ; I finde it a ſweer & rich thing to exchange 


| my focrows with Chriſts joyes , my afllictions with rhat ſwees. 
| peace [ haye with himſclf. 


Brother this is his own t1uch I nofy 
fuffer for , he hath ſealed my ſu fterings With his own comtorts; 
& Fnow he will not pur his {cal upon blank paper ; his feals are 
not dumb, nor delutive, ro confirm imaginations & lyes, Gogon 
my dear Brother in the ſtrength cf the Lord, not;tearing man, 
that is a warm, orthe (on of MaR that will dic. Providence an: 
a TAQU- 
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a thouſand kevsto op2n a tho! uland ſundry doors, for thedeli. Þ 
virancc of his own, when itiseven com: rtoa cexcl. Ymnatwmeſt | 


Let us ve faithfall and care for our own part , which 15 todo: & 
ſuffer for hi 
ticsare outs, events are the Lord's: when our faith goethts 
medle with events & roholdac: ourt(1fl may ſo ips -ak)uponGol 


providence (and b2gincrh to fay. hor wile Thox d» this, CS that?) | 


we lof: ground: wehave nothing to doerhe.e, it is our partto 


Jer the almighty exerce his own office, and ſtir hi; own hclme: | 


th-re 1s nothing [-f rous but to ſee how we my be approved of 
him,and how wem wy roll the weight of our weak ſouls (in wel. 
dataz) upon him whois God Om- -4pore t: and when, what we 
thu; <li. xy, miſcarrizth; it chall neither be our fin nor crols, 
Bcother, remenbr the Loos word to P-ter, SUNG loveſt 
thou m2 > Feed my sheop * 
to Ciriit can be, then to f:ck pain: tully and farhtally his 
lamb:. 1am 12 no b 2tt2r neizhbourhood with the Miniſters 
here then Þ-fore; they ca: 1not endure thar any ſpeak of me, or 
ro m2: thus I amintie moan tim? ſilent, ( which 1s my great- 
eſt gri:f.) Dr Barron hath o't:ndiſpured witi me , efpccial- 
ly avout. Armtintan=:ontroverties, and for the Ceremonies! 
Larce vokings latd him by,acdT have not been troubled with him 
fince: now he hath apyoi tinted a _ ut? before witneſſes; I 
truſt Chriſt and truth 5hall do» for themſelves. I hope Brother 
ye will help my p 0p! le.and wriiteto me what yehe -ar the Btshop 
5 todo: toth:m: Grace be with you, 


Aberd. 


Terr Brother in bands. $S Ro 


To Mr 
MEKAILL; 


(29) 
Revcrend £5 Dear Prot er, 
bleſs you for your Letter: he is come down as rain upon the 
mRowen- oraite, he hath reyiyed my withere@ root, and he 1s 


ths 


21-16 39-3 
Minisler of the Goſpel. 


No greater tcſttmony of our loye 


1m,& ly Chrifts part on him{cls, & leave it there: du. Þ 
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thankfull . and how to g 


2 

as the dew ofherbs, Tam EL fecurein this priſon, ſalvation 
is for walls int , and what thinkye of tacſe walls? he maketh 
the dry plant to budas the lilte, and to bloſſome as Lebanon. 
thegrear husband man's blefliag cometh down upon the plants 
ofr1ghteouſneſs, who may ſay this (my dear Brother) if I his 
poor exiled ſtranger, & priſoner may not (ay ir ? Howbeit 
all the wo-1d should be filent I cannot hol4 my peace. O 
how many black counts hath Chriſt and I rounded over 
rogether , in the houſe of my pilgrimage ! and how fat 
2 portion hath he given to a hangry ſoul 2 I had rather 
have Chrilts foxr - hors, then have dinner and Supper both 
in one from any other ; his dealing, and the way of his 
judgements paſle finding out : No preaching , no book 
no learning could give me that , which 1 behooved to 
come and get in This Town. but what of all this, if I 
werenot miited , confounded, and aſtoniched how to be 

cet him praiſed for evermore ? And 
which is more, hehath been pleated ropain me with his love, 


| andmy pain groweth through want of reall poſl-ſſion. Some 


have written to me thar I am poſſibly roo joytull of the 
croſs, but my joy over-leapeth the croſs, 1t is bounded and 


terminat upon Chrift: I know the ſun will oyer-cloud & eclipſe, 


and I sh:1] again be put ro walkin theshaddow , bur Chriſt 


muſt be weleometo come and goe as hethinketh meer ; yet he 
would be more welcomero me Itrow, to come then goz, & 


l hope he pitierh and pardoneth me, in caittng apples ro me, at 


fuch a fainting time as this, holy and bletfed is bis name. It 
was not my Hatrering of Chritt, that drew a kiſs from his 
mouth, but he would fend me as a ſpie into this wilderneſs 
of ſuffering , to ſe the land, and to try the foord, and 


Pg 


Icannot makea lye of Chriits croſs; [ can report nothing bur 


00d both ofhim, & it, Ieſtothers should faint, I hope when 
achange cometh , to caſt anchor at midnight vpon rhe rock 


(which he hath raught mero know 1a this day light) whether E | 
may run, when I muſt {ay my lef;on wichout book, & beleeve * 
in the: dark. Jam fureiris fin torarrow of Chriſts good meat 


& rot r9 car when lic fairh, cat O weibeloved C5 ,drizk abundantly. 
__ D | 


if 


( 50. 
Tfhe bear me on his back, or carry bh in his armeg over this wz; 
ter, I hopeforgrace to ſer down both my feer on dry ground, Þþ 
when the way is better : bur this 1; ſlippery ground, my Lord 
thought goo I should goe by an hold, & Iran on my welbe., 

loved's shoulder; it's good to be ever raking from him. 1 

deſire he way : ger the fruir of praiſcs for dating , and thus 
dandling me upon his knee, & I may give my bond of thank. Þ 
fulneſs; ſobeing I have Chriſt's back-bond again for my relief, | 
that I shall be ſtrengthned by his powerfull grace, to pay my 

vowes to him. Burt truly I finde we have the adyantage of the 

brace upon ourenemies, weare more then conquerours through Þ 
him who hath loved us, & they know not wherein our itrength. Þ 
lieth. Pray for me, grace be with you. q 


Aberd. Your Brother tn C;.riſt, S. R: 


II 


Tomy Lady Boyd. (20) 


MAD AA. 

Race, mercy & peace beunto you: the Lord hath brought | 

me to Aberd: wherz I ſee God in few. This town hath been Þ « 
aayiſcd upon of purpoſe for met It conſiſterh either of Papiſts, Þ | 
or men of Gallio's naughrie faith, it is counted wiſdom in the f 
moſt, not ro.countenancea confined Miniſter, but I finde Chriit Þ 1 


either {trange nor unkind; for I have found many {aces ſmile. Þ © 
pon me finceI came hither. I am heavic and fad, contidering - 
what is betwixt the Lord & "my foul, which none ſcerh bur Þ © 
he. Ifinde men have miſtaken me, it would beno ait (as Þ 4 


I now ſce) to ſpinſmall, and make hypocrific, feem a goodly | \ 

web, andrococ through the mercat as a faiut among men, & | & 
yet ſteal quietly ro hell , without obſervation: 'Socaſicisitts | 
deceive men. I have diſputed whether or noeI ever knewany |} fl 
thing of Chriſtianity, ſave the letters of that name: Men fee but V 
asmen, and they callten twenty, and twenty , an hundred, 
bur O to be approved of God inthe heart, & in fincerity, is |} " 
not an ordinary mercy : - my negle&s while I kad a pulpit ,..& 


otherthinzs whereof lam ashamed ro ſpeak , meet me now, 
As | | {o 


| fear of ſcandal and itumbling , I muſt hide this day of the law's 


ST. _ 
fo, as God maketh an honeſt croſs, my daily ſorrow , and for 


pl:ading:l know not,if this court kept within my ſoul, be fenc- 


| din Chriſt's name. Ifcertainty offalvation wereto be bought, 
| God knoweth, if I had ten earths, I would notprig with Gods, 
{ likea fool, L beleeved, underſi uffecing foc Chriit, that I my ſelf 
: chould keep the key of Chri.t's treaſures, and take out comforts, 


when I liſted, and ear, and be fat; Bnr I fee now, a fufferer or 
Chriſt , will be madeto know himſelf, . and will be holde: at 


| the door, as well as another poor linner ; and will be fain to cat 
 withthebairns, and to ta'.c the by-board, and glad ſo: my 
 blifling on the croſs of Chii't, thar hath made me ſee this. Oh if 
| wecould take paias for the Kingdom of heaven,but we fit down 
| uponfoine ordinary markes of God”; chi'dren;thinking we have 
} as much as will ſeperat us from a Reprobat , and thereupon we 
| tak the play ;and cry Holy-day : & thus the devil cafterh water 
| onour fire, & blunteth cur zeal and care: but I ſee heaven is noe 
| atthenext door: &I f:c howbeit my challenges be many;I ſuffer 


forChriſt , & dare hazard my ſalvation uponit', for ſome times 


| my Lord coineth witha fair hour, & O bur his love be ſvycer ; 
Þ dclightfull, & comfortable! halfa kiſs is ſweet, but our doting 
| lovewill not becoritznt of aright to Chriſt , unle(; we ger ks, 
| fcfion; like the man who will nor be content of rights to bought 
' Þ land, except he get alſo the ridges, and acers laid upon his back n 


to carry home with him. However it be, Chriftis wiſe, and 


| wearefools;- to be browden and fond of a pawne in the loof 


efour hand : living on truſt by faith, may well content us, Ma» 


| dam I know your La: knoweth this, and that made me bold to 
| write of it, that others might reap ſome what by my bonds for 
| the truth, for 1 sHould defire, and I aime at this, to havemy 
'Þ lord well. ſpoken of and honoured, howbeit he should make 
| nothing of inc, but a bridgeover a water. Thus recommending 


your La; your fon , and children to his grace , who ha 
onoured you with a name androom _— che living in Je- 
nifalem , and wishing Graceto be with your Lar Ireft, 
Aberd, | Your La: in bys ſwcereſt Lord 
Jeſss DB. KR. 
- g 


D To 


(52) 
ToMr. DAVID DICESON, (21) 


Revurcnd £9 Dear Brat, er. 

Race, mercy and peace be unro.you : Ifinde great men; Þ 
ſpecial.y old friends skar to ſpeak for me , but my kingly 4 

& Royall Maſter biddcth metry his moyen to theuttermoſt, & Þ 
I shall findea friend art hand: I ſtilldepend on him , his cour | 
is as before, the priſoner is welcome ro him , theblack crab. | 
bed treeof my Lord's croſs hath made Chriſt and my ſoul very Þ 
entire , he is my ſong in the night: I am often laid in 
the duſt with challenges and apprehenfions of his anger, Þ 
and then if a mountain of iron were laid upon me, I can- | 
not be heavier : and with much wreſtling I win in to the 
Kings houſe of wine, and for the molt part my like sÞ 
joy , and ſuch joy through his comforts , as I have been | 
afraid ro shame my (elf , and ro cry our, for I can ſcarce 
bear what ] get: Chriſt giveth me a meaſure heaped 
up, prefled down , and rugning over: and belceyc it, his 
lovepaineth me moreti:en priſon and banischment. I cannot Þ 
get'a gate of Chriſt's love , had T known what he wa Þ 
Keeping for n:e , I would never have been fo faint-hearted, Þ 
In my heavieſt times when all is loſt , the memory of his Þ 
love maketh me think Chriſt's -loomes are bur for the fashi=- Þ 
on: I ſeek no more bur a vent to my wine , Lam ſmother. 
ed and ready to burſt for want of a vent. Think na 
much of perſecution, it is before yeu , but it is nor as men Þ 
conceiveof it, my ſuggared-croſs forceth me to ſay rhis to 
you , ye $hall have wailed meat , the fick bairn is often 
times the ſfilt batrn, ye {ball command all the houfe, 1 
hope ye help a tired prifoner to pray and praiſe , had 
I but rhe annuell of annuell ro givero my Lord Jeſus, it Þ 
shou!d eaſe my pain ; but Alace I have nothing to pay, 
he will get nothing of poor me, bur I am woe I have 
not room enough in my heart for ſuch a ſtranger, I am 
. not caſt down to goe fu:ther North , I have good cauſe 
to work for my Maſter, for I am well paid before the 
hand , I am not behinde ', howbeit I should nor get - 
| LS. ſpaile 


veſſels. Alzce [ haye skailed more of Chriſty Grace, 


ſmile more , till my feer be up within the Kings 'dining- 
hall. I have gonethrough yours upon the Covenant, it hath 
edified my ſoul and refreshed an hungry man , I judgeir charp, 
ſyeet, quick, and profound: take me at my word, I fear 
it get NO lodges Scotland. The Brethren of IreJand write 
not to me; chide with them for rhar, I am ſuretharI may give 
you and them acommiſſion ( and I will bideby ir ) that you 
tell my beloved,I am fick of love. I hope in God tolcave ſome of 
my ruſt, and ſuperfluites in Aberd: I cannot get an houſein this 
town wherein to leave drink-filver in my Maſter's name, fave, 
one on-ly,there is no ſale for Chriſt in the Nozth, heis like to lie 
long-on ny hand ere any accept him. Grace be with you. 


Aberd, Y oznrs 11 his ſweet Lord Jeſus. S.R. 


_ CER O_o 


To M' MATHEW MOWAT. (22) 


Everend and dear brother , Iama vory far misſtaken man , 
if others knew how poor my ſtock were, they would nor 
think upon thelike of me , but with compaſſion ; for I am as 
one kepr under a {trict Totour:! would have more chen my Tu- 
tour allowerh upon me, bur ir i; good that a bairns wit is not the 
rule which regulaterh my Lord Jcſus: let him give what hewill 


1tshall ay beabove merit, & my ability to gain therewirh, T 


would not wish a berter ſtock (while heaven be my ſtock) then 
to live upon credirar Chriſts hands,daily borrowing: ſurely run- 
ning over love, that vaſt, hadge, boundleſle love of Chriſt (that 
thereis telling in for man and Angel) is the onely thing, I fain= 
et would be 1n hands with : Re knoweth I have little but the 
loye of thatlove, & thar I shall be happy , ſuppoſe I never ger 
another hezven , bur onely an eternall laſting feaſt of thar love: 
but ſuppoſe my wishes were poor, He is not poor; Chritt all the 
ſeaſons ot the ycer is dropping {ſweetneſle, if I had veſlels I might 
fill them, bur my old riven, holly , and running out dich, even 
when Iam at the well, can bring little away :, Nothing 
but Glory will make tight, and faſt, our lecking and rifty 
, faith, 
D 3 kymls 


| (54) | 
humility , and' godly ſorrow , then I have brought with me, 
How little ofthe {ea can a childe carry inhis hand , as lictle dow 
Ltakeaway , of my great fea , my boundicfl- & Runing-over. 
Chriſt- Jcſus : I have not lighted upon the right gare ot puring 
Chriſt to the banke, & making ny felf rich with him : my 


miſguiding and childish trafficking , with that maichicflcpeart, 
That heaven's jewell, the jewel of the fathe:s d. lights, hath Þ 


pur meto a great lofſe. O that he would take aloan of me, 
& my ſtock, andpur his namic in all my bonds, and ferve him- 
ſelf Heir ro the poor mcan portion Þ have: & becountable for 
theralent himſelf ! gladly would I pur Chritt in my room, 
to guide all ; and fer me be bur a ſervant to run errands , & doe 
by his diretion , ler me be his interdifted heir: Lord Jeſus, 
work upon my minority , & ler him wina pupll's bleſſing, 
Oh how would 1 rejoyce ro haverhis work of my ſalvation legal 
ly faftned npon Chriſt ! a back-bond' of my Lord Jefus thar ir 
could be forthcaming to theOrphan, should be my happineſſe: 
depend:ncy on Chriſt ,were my ſurcft way : if Chriſt weremy 
borromel wereſure enough. I thopght guiding of grace had been 
poart, I thaught it would come of will; bur 1 would fpill my 
own heavenyer, if Thad not burdened Chritt with 41] - I but 
end my bare name to the ſweet covenant , Chuiſt beh:inde & be= 
fore, & on cither fide , maketh all ſure: God will not take an 
- Armintan-cautioner Freewsil, a weather-cock, rurning art a ſer- 
pents tougue, a Tutor that couped our father Adam unto us, 
& braught down the houſe , & ſold the Land , & ſent the father, 
' & mother,& all the baicns through the carth,to-beg their bread: 
' natureinthe Goſpel hath cracked credit, O wellto my poor 
foul for eyermore, that my Lord called gracetothe councel 
& pur Chriſt Jeſus wirh free merits, & the blood of God fore- 
moſt in theehaſe, rodraw finners after aranſomer. O whar 
' aſweet block was it , by way of buying & ſelling , to giveand 
tell down a ranforme for grace, & glory to Dyvours| O would 
co my Lord, I could cauſe paper and ink ſpeak the worth. and 
excellencic, the high, & loud praiſes of a Brother-ranſomer} Q 


the Ranſomer needs not my report , but oh if he would takeit , 


& maxeutceof it; Þ should be happy ff 1 hag agcrragdtothis 


Would 


Or Nr Is Nh Co am wank ew a > as mrs ws aw. wm, au ve _ Ce of 
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FF- 
world bur for ſome few yeers,ro ſpread proclamations& out-cryg 
&loye-lerrers,of the highnesſthe highnes for evermoreÞheglory 


{ (the glory for eyermore) of the Ranſomer , whoſecloaths were 
| wet, & dicd in blood ; howbeir thar after I haddonethat, my 
| foul & body should goc back to the mother orhong, that their 
| Creator brought them once out from , as from their beginning. 
* But why should I pine away, and pain.my ſelf with wishes, & nor 
 bcleeverather, that Chriſt will hire ſuch an out-caſt as lam, 2 
| maſtcrlefle-body , pur out of the houſe, by the fons of my mo<- 
| ther, & givemc employment, aud a calling, one way , or other, 
{ roout Chriſt,and his wares,to countrey buyers, & propoſe Chrift 
| unto, & preſlc him upon ſome poor ſouls, that fainer then their 
{ lie would receive him. You complain heavily, of your 
| chort coming in practice, and venturing on ſuff-ring for Chriſt: 


ou have many marrowes. For the firſt , I would nor put you 


off fenſeof wretchedueſſe, hold on, Chriſt never yer ſlew a ligh+ 


hing, groaning childe ; more of that would make you won 
goods, and a mect prey for Chriſt, AlacelI havetoo little ofir! 
For venturtng on ſuffering ; I had not ſomuch free gier, when TI. 
cameto Chriſts camp ,as to buy a [word , a wonder that Chriſt 
Should not laugh, at ſuch a ſouldier : Iam no betteryet; but 
faith liveth & ſpendeth upon our Captains charges , who 1s able 
to pay forall : we need nor pitie him, heis rich enough. Ye 
detire mealſo nor ro miſtake Chriſt under a mask, L bleſſe you 
& thank God for it, but alace masked or bare-faced, kiſſing 
or glooming | miſtakehim ! yea I miſtake him furtheſt when 
the mask is off; for then I play me with his ſweetneſs : I amlike 
achilde that hath a golden book,that playeth more with the rib- 
bens , and the guilding, & the picture inthefirſt page; then 
readerh the contents ofir, Certainly, it my defires, to my wel= 
b:loved; Wetefulfilled, Icould provoke divels, and croſles, 
&the worl1, &rentations tothe fields : but oh my poer weak- 
neſs, makes me, liebet-indethe bush and hide me, Remember 
my ſerviceand my bleſſing ro my Lord ; Iam mundfull ofhira 
as Iamable: defirehim from a priſoner, to come & vifitem 
Ae maſter, & feel but the ſmell of his love - it ſets him well 
owbtit he be young , to make Chriſt his garland, - 1 could nog 
CR "P4+ 


56.) | 

wich him in a better caſe, then ina feyer of love - ſickneſs for 

Chriſt : Remember my bonds, the Lord Jeſus be with your 

ſpirit, 

| Aberd. © 1637. Yours in his freer Lord 
| leſs, S.-K. 


OC te er en er_———_ 


To WILLIAM HALLIDAY. (2) 


Lowrse friend . 


_— your Jetter: T wish ye take pains for ſalvation 
miſtaken grace, & ſomewhat like convertion , which is not 
converſion ; Is the ſadelt and moſt dclefull thing in the 
world; make ſure of ſalvation, and Lay the foundation {ure, for 
many are beguiled : Puralow price upon world's clay, puta 
high price upon Chriſt, remprations will come, bur if they 
benot made welcome by you ye havethe beſt of ir : be jealous 
overyour ſelf, & your own heart, and keep touches with God: 
Jet him not have a faint and feeble fouldier of you, fear nor 
to back Chriſt , for he will conquer and overcome: let no man 
skar ar Chriſt, for 1 have no quarrels athiscroſle. Heand 
his crofle ace two good gucits, and worth the lodging: men 
would fain have Chriſt good chcap , but the mercar will not 
come down ; acquaint your {clf with prayer , make Chiiſt 
your Caprain and your armour , make co::ſcience of fioning 
when no eye ſcerh you. gracebewithyou. 


Aberd, Yoens in Ciz: Teſs, SR. 
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——— 


To aGentle Woman after the Death 
of her Husband. (24) 


FA Ear & loving ſiſter, I know ye are minding your ſweet 
Þ countrey & not taking your Innes [ theplace of your ba- 
nishmer] for your home; this life is not worthy to be the thatch 
er outcr wall of your Lozd Jctus his paradiſe, that he did _ 

c_TrTTT 7. me 


wn__—_— 
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(57) 
f5r to you, & that he keepeth for you : Shorr, & filly, & ſand 


} 


blinde were our hope, if it could not look over rhe v atertoour 


beſt herirage , and if it ſtayed only ar home abour the doors 


| of our cliy - bouſe , I marvel not my dear fiſter, that ye 
| complain that ye come $horr of your old wr. {tings you had 

| for a biefſing , and thar now you finde it not fo, bairns 
| are but hired ro learn their 1:flon when they tut Joe to 

| (chool; and it ts enough thar theſe who run a race tee the gold 
| onely at the ftarting place; and poſlibly they {ce little more 
| of 1t, or nothing ar all, rilIthcy winro the rt1n%-cnd and ger 
| the gold 1n the loof of their havd : Cur Lord mniaakeith de- 
| licates and Cainties of his ſweet preſence and Iove- vifits to 
| bis own , but Chriſts love undcer a vaile is love , if ye et 


hrift, howbeit nor the ſweet and pleaſant way you would 
haye him , it isenouch, for the wel - brioved cometh not 


| our way , he muſt watie his own Cate himſelf, For wo:ldly 


things, ſceing they are medows and fair flowers in your way 
toheaven, a ſmell in the by-going is ſufficient : he that would 
reckon and tell all the ſtones in his way, in a journcy of three 
or four hundred miles, ard write up in his count book all the 


| herbs, and flowers growing in his way » might come $hort of 
| his journey , you cannot ſtay in your inch of time to loſe 


your day ( feeing you are in haſte, and the nigl.rand your af- 


| ter - HOON WyHI not bide you ) it ſ:tting vour heart on this 


vain world , it were your wiſdom to read your ccunt book & 


| tohave in reagin. {, your bufſineſſe againſt-rhe time you come 


THT . ; | 

to deaths water-fide: I now your lodging is takcn , your 
forerunner Chriſt, hath ncr forgotten that, & therefore you 
muſt ſer your ſelf ro your ozezheme, which yecannor well want 


| In thar our Lord rook your hu band to himſelf, I know it was 
| that he might make room for hin:{clf : he cureth off your 


loveto the c:cature , that ye might I-arn that God onely is the 
right owner of your love, ſorrow, loſl+, ſadneſſe, death, or the 
worſt rhings that are, excepr ſin: bur Chriſt knoweth well 
what to make ofthem, & can put h's own in the crofſes com= 
mon, that we shall be obliged to affliction, & thank God whe 
learned us to make gur acquaintance with ſich a rough 

CT oo nn CO. D; — 


58 ) : 
companion, who can hale us to Chriſt: you muſt learn to mak 
evils your great good, and to ſpin out comforts , peace, joy, ſÞ 
communion with Chriſt, out of your troubls that are Chriſt 
wooers ſent to ſpeak tor you ro himſelE, Ir ts caſte fo get goof 
words,anda com'ortable meſſage from onr Lord, even from{uc 
rough ſerjcants,as diverſe temptations: Thanks roGod for croſle, 
when we count and reckon our loſles in ſ:cking God , wefindeſþ 
godlineſs is great gain. Great partners of a <hipfull of gold þ 
are giad to ſee the ship come to the harbour : ſurcly welÞ © 
and our Lord Jeſus rogether, have a shiptull of ool{ff fa 
coming home, and our gold 15 in that ship. Some a:e bG ny gl 
love { or rather in lult) wirk this life, that they ſell tharff 
part ofr1eship , for a little thing ;_ I would counſel you tf 
buy hope, bur-fell ir not , and give not away your croſs 
for nothing , the iniide of Chriſts crofle is white and joyfull, 
andthe far end of the black crofle is a fair and glorious heaya 
ef eaſe; and ſecing Chriſt hath fattned heaven to the far el 
of thecrofle,& he will not looſe the knot him (:1f,& none elle ca, 
(forwhen Chrift caſteth a knor all the worldcannor looſe it} lt of 
ws then count it exceeding joy when we fall into diverſe temp. þ ; 
cations. Thus recommending you to the tender mercy,& orace i - 
ef our Lord1 r:ſt. | 


Aberd. Yorr Loweng Brother, S\ R. | li 


79 JOHN GORDON |, 
Of Card reſ Tcunger, (25) ge 


Eenourcd £9 Dear Brother. - | 

Wrote of late to you: multitudes ofetters burden me nov. f 

[ am refreshed with your letter : I exhort you in the bowel 

of Chriſt, ſet ro work for your foul , 8 let theſe bear weiglit 
with you, and ponder them ſcriouſly. T1. Weeping & gnashing 
eftccrh in utrer-darkneſs, or heaven's joy. 2. Think what: 
would give for an hour when ye Shall lie like dead , cold, 


blackncd clay. 3. thercis fandin your glaſs yet, & your ul 
FE: Mp a<nrs + | R 


F 


mak | (59. E- . 

. "Dix not gonedown.. 4, Contider what joy & peaceis in Chriſte 
TOY Grvi > $5. Thinkwhatadvantageir will be tohave Anoel 
hriſt EIVICE. 5 268 4 ; e ngc S » 
ood the world, life ,& death, crofles, yeaand devils, all for you, 
ach #5 thE Kings ferjeants, and {crvants, to doe your buſlineſle. 
offs Þ & To have mercy on your ſced, & a bleſſivg on your houſe. 
Gn ?- To have true honour, & a name on earth: thar caſts aſweer ' 
| (mell. 8. How ye will rejoyce when Chiift layeth down your 
old, vE 2s d brtes 

| head under his chinne , & berwixt his breſts, &drycth your 

K+ | face >» & welcometh you to glory & happyneſs ? 9. Ima- 
| gine, what pain, & rorture1s a guilty conſcience? What ſlavery 
| to carry the Devils unhoneſt loads? 10. Sins joyecs are bur 
| nicht-dreames , thoughts , vapours , imaginations and $sha. 
fs dowes. It. Whatdign'ty itis tobcaſonof God? 12. Do- 
Gall minion and maſtery over tentations , over the world , and 
'Fdo. 13. That your enemies skould be rhe raile, and you 
thehead, For your bairns now at their reſt, I ſpeakro you 
and your wife ( and cauſe her read this.) x. I am a witneſs 
of Barbara's glory in heaven. 2, For the reſt , I write it 
' under my hand}, there are dayes coming on Scotland, whers 
{ bar;en wombs & dry breaſts, and childlefs parents , shall 

| bep:onounced blefſed : rhey are then in the lee of the harbour, 
ac the ſtorm come on. 3. Theyare not loſt royou, that are 
lad up in Chrifts rreaſury in heaven. 4. At the Reſurreion 
yeshall meer with them, there they are ſer:t b-iore,, bur not ſent 
away. 5. Your Lord loveth you , who 1s homely to take and 
oive, borrow and lend. 6. Let not bairns be your ldols, 

A God will be jealouſe, and take away the Idol, becauſheis 
 gieedy of your love wholly. LIblds you , your witeandchil- 
dren. Grace for evermore be with you, 


oy} - -Aberd. Y ozr Loving Paſuar. S, R, 


em. ———_— 
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"1 77 JOHN GORDON, 
rye Of Cardoneſs elder. . (26) | 
Fr 'Onourable & detreſt in the Lord» Your Letter hathres. 
| frehed my ſoul, My joy;is falfilled, if Chriſt and 7 


is lh ah | 


( 60.) 


beaſt together: yeare my joy & my crown: yeknow Thar 


recommended his love toyou, Idehe the world , Satan, & tin, 


His love hath neither brim nor bottome init. My deareſtin 
Chrift, I wiite my ſouls defire royou : heaven is not at the nex ſþ 


door : I finde Chriſtianity; an hard task: ſer toit in your evening; 


we would all keep both Chriſt & our right eye , our right hand& 


fost; but ir willnot be wi-hus. T beſcech you , by the merci 


of God ; and your compearance before Chriit, look Chriſts coun 
book and your own together, and collation them : oiyetherem.f 
nant of your time to your ſoul: this great Idol-god , the world 


will belying in white aches, in the day of your compearance; & 
why should nigat-dreames,and day-shaddowes & water-froth,$ 
May-flowers run away with your hcart : when we win tothe 


vater-tide, and black deaths. river brinke, and put our foot in theÞ 


boat, weshall laugh at our foily, Sir, I rzcommend you unto 
the thoughts ofdeath , and how ye would wish your ſoulto be, 
when yeshall lie cold, blew,ill-ſmelltn g clay.For any hirelingto 
beintruded ,. [ being the Kings priſoner cannot ſay much, Yar 
as God; miniſter I detire you toread,Act.2,15,1 6. to the end, 
Act. 6. 2, 3, 4:5. & yeshall finde God's people, should havea 
Yolce in chufting Church=rulers 8 teachers, I hall be ſorry 
Wf willingly ye hall give way to his unlawful intrufion upon 
wy labours: Tac oncly wiſe God direct you. God's grace be 
vith you. : 


Abcrd. Tour loving Paſ- 
"2. © 
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To EARLESTOUN YOUNGER 
Mauch honoured &5 welbcloved '1m the Lord, (27) 


'ARace, mercy and peace be to you, Your letters givea 
dashto my lazineſs1n writing : I muſt firſt tell you » there 


—_— 


is not ſicha elafſic , Icie, & ſlippery piece of way, betwixt you 


a 


have 
X {in, 


eſtin 


NeCXt 
Ung; 
nd& 
IClts 
'Ount 
rem- 


orld, 


e; & 
thy 
o the 


a the Þ 


unto 


) be, 
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(61 
and heaven as Youth : I haveexperience to fay with me here, 
and ſeal what I aflert ; the old ashes ofthe {ins ofmy youth, 
are new fire of ſorrow to me : TI have ſen the Devil, as it 


| were, dead & buried, &yer riſe again & bea worſe Devil then 


ever he was. Therefore , my brother , beware of a grecn 


{ young Devil that hath rever been buricd : the Devil in his 
| flowers ( I mean, the hot fiery luſts & paſſions of youth ) 


is much to be feared : better yoke with an old gray-hai.ed, 


| withered, dry Devil: For in yourh he findeth dry ſticks, & 
| diy coals, and an hot hearth-ſtone, and how {oon can he 
| with his flint caſt fire , and with his beliows blowit up, 


andfire the houſe : ſanQified thoughts, thoughts made con- 
ſcience of, and called in , and keptinaw, are green fewel, 
that burn nor, & area water for Satan; coal. Yet I nuuſtrell you, 
the whole ſaints now triumphant in heaven and ſtanding 
before the throne, are nothing bur Chriſts forlorn and beg- 
gerly Dyyours: What arc thcy bur a pack of redeemed fin- 
ners 2. Bur their redemption is not onely paſttkeſeals, bur 
compleated , and yours 1s en the wheels, andin doing: All 
Chriiis good bairns go to heaven with a broken brow, aud 
vith a crooked leg. Chriit hath an advantage of yon, and 
I pray you let him have *c , he shall fi:de employment for 
his calling in you: ifir were not with you as you write, grace 
Should finde no ſale nor mercat in you; bur ye mutt be contenr 
to give Chriſt ſomewhat aloe: I am glad that he is employed 
that way : ler your bleeding ſoul, and your ſores be pur 1n the 
hand of this expert phyſician: let young and ſtrong corrup- 
tions , and his free grace be yoked rogerher , andler Chriſt 
& your fins dcal it betwixt them. I will beloath toput you 
oft your fears, and your ſenſe of deadneſs: (I wich it were 
more ) there be ſome wounds of that nature, thar their blecd= 
Ing should not be ſoon ſtoped: ye wuſt take a houſe beſide 
the Phyſician, it shall be a miracle if ye bethe firſt ſick man 
he put away uncured , & worſe then he found you : nay, 
nay , Chriſt is honeſt , and in that fiyting free with fin- 
ners ( Ioh, 6.37. Ad h.mthat camerh tome , 1 wil m 
no, caſe] caſt om) Take ye that: It cannor be pre- 
ſump _ 


( 62.) ; ” 
famption totakerhat as your own, when ye ftnd your wound, 
ftound you, preſumption 1s ever wholeat the heart , and hath 


bur the truant - fickn-ſs, and groaneth onely for the fashion; Þ 
faith hath ſenſe of ickneſs, and lookcth like a friend to-rhe pro, Þ 
miſe, and looking to Chriſt therein , is glad to (ee a known 


face. Chriſt is as fulla feaſt , asye can have ro hunger : nay 


Chriſt, I ſay, is not a full mans leavings; his mercy {ſends al. Þ 
wayes a letter of defiance to all your fins, if there were ten F 
thonſand moe. of them. I grant you, it is a hard matter fora þ 
poor hungry man, to win his meat upon hidden Chriſt , for 
then the key of his pantri: door, and of the houſe of wineisa þ 
ſeeking, & cannor be ha; but hunger muſt break thorow iron. Þ 
Jocks. I bz moan them) not who can makea din, & all the fizlds 
adoe,for a Loſt Saviour: ye maſt Iet him hear it ( ro ſay ſo) upon 
borh the fides ofhis h=a4, when he hide hiunſelf: irts no time 


then to bz bird-mourh'd and patient. Chriſt i; rareindeed,anda Þ 


delicate toa ſinner; h< is a micacl> and a world's wonder , toa 
ſeeking and a weeping finner , bur yet ſuch a miracle , as will 
be ſeen by them, who wiil comeand ſce : the ſeeker, and figheris 


at laſt a finger and enjoyer : nay, I have ſ-en adumb man get an 


almes from Chriſt: He that can tell his tale, and ſend ſuch a letter Þ 


to heaven, as he hath ſent to Aberden, it is very like he will come 
ſpeed with Chriſt, It boderh Gods mercy to complain heartily 

rfin. Let wreſtling be with Chriſt rill he ſay , #0» 25 27, Str, 
8hat 1 cannot ve qrate of your vills, £5 your niſl armed cr ys ? And 
then hope forChriſt; bl-fling,and his bleſſing is better then other 
ren bleſſings. Think not shame beeauſe of your guiltineis ; n* 
ecfſity muwt not blushto-beg;ir ſtandeth you hard to want Chriſt, 
and therefo.e thar which idle on-waicing cannot doe, milaur- 
eured crying and Knocking will doc And for doubrings , be- 
cauſe ye arc not as ye wrre long fince ich your maſter , con- 
fider three things. x, What if Chriſt had ſuch ra:r-ring choughts 
of the bargain, of the new covenant , betwixt you & him, 
as you have, 2. Your heart is nor thecompaſs Chriſt fail.rk 
by : He will give you leavero fing as ye pleaſe : Bur. he 
will nor dance to your daft ſpring. Ir 1s not referred to 
you, and your thoughts, what Chriſt will doe with the 


FARE To 


und; 


hath 
lon: 
Pro; 


= ( 6? > 
charters betwixt -you and Þ1.;:, your own misbelcef hath 
| rorn them , but h+ hath tw principal in heaven, with 
Þ binſelf ; your thouht; are nv parrs of the New covenant, 
| dreams change not Chriſt, 3, Dowubrings ace your fins; bur 


E thy are Chriſts d.ugges, & ingr dients, that the Philician 


j Þ maketh uſe of, for the cuting of you; pride. Is it ror ſuitable 


: for a begger,to fay,at meat, God re ard the winr-ers? for then he 
: Gyethke kyowerh who beateth the c::arges of tie houſe. It ts : iſo 
| mect ye chouid know by Cxperience , thar faith ts not natur?s 
5 il gotten ba'tard , but your Lords free £1t, that lay in the 
> womb o: G:.d; free grace, pr:iicd be the inner. T may addea 
| 4. In the paſſing o. your bil, & your charters , when they went 
C through the Mediacors great ſeal, and were concluded , faith's 
E advice was not ſought: faith hath nor a vote beſide Chriſts merits, 
E blood, blood', dear blood that came from your cautioners 
holy body , maketh that ſure work. The uſc then which ye have 
| of faith vow , (having already cloſed with Jeſus Chriſt for ju- 
 fification) is, to take out a copy of your pardon; & fo ye have 
peace with God, upon thc account of Chriſte for ſince faith 
| pprehenderh pardon, bur never payctha penny forit, no mar- 
| vel that Salvation docth not die and live, ebbe;or low, with the 
| working of faith, bur becauſcir is your Lords honour to beleeve 
his mercy, and his fidelity, it is infinit goodneſs in our Lord , 
that misbeleef giverh a dash to our Lords glory, and not to our 
Salvation : and fo vrho ever want (yea , howbcit God here bear 
vith the want of what we are obliged togive him, even rhe 
glory of his grace, by belceving, yer) a poor covenanted. . 
inner wanteth not ; bur if guiltiveſs were removed, doubtings 
would find no friend, nor life; and yet faith is to beleeye 
the removal of guiltineſs, in Chriſt. A reaſon why ye ger 
| lelsnow ( as ye think ) then before ( as 1 rakeir ) is, becauſe 
at our firſt converſion , our Lord putteth the mear in young 
bairns mourhes, with his own hand , but when we grow tg 
| : > | 
ſome further perfeCtion , we muſt take heaven by violence, 
and take by violence from Chriſt, what we get; and he can, and 
docth hold , becauſe he will have us rodraw. Remenber now - 
je mult, live upon violent piucking , lazineſs is a greater faulr 


i NOW 5 


- . 


- | 
now, then long fince ; we bY al, ayes to have he pape pu 
11 nr mouths Nodfortny ſeliwat.ice, I-20 6b the nah 
goc fortnuthic nativae menſievegptjuſt wes rdFas} nc | 
107 Oh, butt an a lifif: tte BadyPiakd over ragha nh 
vel Pt o1PECTAN C x&dir mEPON TW Peril Þ 
| tfildKholye Can{e% 386 os! hrhs:eatableoPriice's Jage;: | 
whom Exod fegit nf Offend rferviye anteivt ro bye | 
(irhisapritice I ſpeak its) 'EmisHr fithlethanetovoremy | 
own falyarion :*-I think-CHARhAYhtR Yo GIO fo my þ 1 
Simme to claim. heavn, who ade traps fob it 5)3Þade very | IC 
often ſo} that I know not whctheriififk era\wimecdts the | c 
Water ; I find my {-1f a bag of light froth ; + woithÞ boar 1nd ; + 
weight ,*( but vanities &noting's Weidh-intGhaſts bafabce) 
if my Lord caſt not in borrowed -weight&&merath-everEtriſt; 
righteouſneſs, to weigh for me: thettogkT hiavygy Ys not mine Þ 
own , I am- but the merchand that traffayes, Y' other Þ } 
folks Foods WT 7 my creditor Chriit wolld” rake Eon ie Wh 
hehathlent; I would not long” keep che fiftey Ydur Chriſt 
hath madc it niflfie & his: I think it manho&Fe&þpky the coy- 
ard, &jouke in thelee-fide of Chriſt; *ardHI8TLY Nor onely 
ſaved from my enemies , bur Eobrain the victaanaſSadpty Cc 
that T think it were an almes deed it Chrif$2Hf he world hf 
win a poor priſoners bleſfing for exermore, nnd fn me with his Þ P! 
' Jove. I complata when Chriſt- cometh, he com-rr-#bwayes"to | Þ 
ferch fire, he is eye: in haſte* h2 may nor ray} Sc poor-I37 [2 b 
begoerly Dyvour, ] get but a ſtanding vilit, & 2 ſtanding kils, t 
& but, how dccst rhore? in the by-going. I dare FotTiy, he is | Þ 
lordly becauſe he is made a King now, atthe itgift'hand of God, ( 
or is grown miskenning & dry to his poor freind94- ftorhe can; 
not make moreofhis kiffes then they are worth-Jour I rhinkit |} » 


vo 0 © E- & *» 


my happineſs to love the love of Chriſt ; & when he goeth a- | © 
way , the memory ofhis ſweet preſcnceis likes feaſtina dear | ® 
ſummer. Ihave comfort inthis, rhat 'nry foul defircth that Þ © 
every hour of my impriſonment were a compaity of heavenly || © 
toneues, to preiſe him on my behalf ; Howbeit my bonds | © 
vere prolongcd for many hundred yeers. O that I could be 


the man , who could procure my Lords glory to flow like a full 
Joy 


(65. 

ſea, & blow like a mighty af NY" the four Airths of 
Storland, England & Ireland'' ®if Icould writea book of 
ne | his praiſes! O faireſt among the ſons of men, why ſtayeſt thou 
va | folong away? Obheavens, movefaſt! Orime, run, run, 
#f. | & haſten the marriage=day, for loveis tormentcd with delayes! 
+ | OAngels, OSeraphims whoſtand before him, O bleſſed 
ye | Spirits who now fee his face, ſerhim og high, for when ye have 
"My | worn your harps in hispraiſes, all is roo Kt, & 1s nothing , 
?-y þ tocaft the ſmel of the praiſe of that fair flower , that fragrant 
Pery | roſeof Sharon, through many worlds | Sir, take my hearty 
Yhe © commendarions tohim, & tell him that I am fick of love, 
1d | Grace be with you. | 

ice) | Aberd. Junc16. 1637. Yours 1mhic ſweet L.leſus, S.R. 


"Ine To his Honoured & Dear Brother, 
ther ALEXAND: GORDON of KNOCKGRAY. 


yl Deare#I C5 truly honoured Brother, (28) 

oy. | Race, mercy & peacebe toyou: Lhave ſeennoletter 
el from you fince I came to Aberdeer; I will no tinterpret it 
pry | © be forgetfulneſs. Iamherein a fair priſon, Chriſt 1 my 


614 | fwcer & honourable fellow-priſoner, & I his fad & joytul Lords 
his Þ prifoncr, [if may ſpeak ſo.] I rhink this croſs becometh me 
40 | well, & is ſuirable to me in reſpe&t of my dury to ſuffer forChriſtz 

'[ 2 | dowbcit not in regard of my deſerving , to bethus honoured . 
i, | Howevcrir be, Ice Chriſtis ſtrong even lying intheduſt, in 
:; | priſon."andin banishment. Loſles & difgracesare the wheels of 
od, | Chriſts triumphiog charior, In rhe ſufferings of his own faints, 
in. | 4 he intenderh their good, ſo he intenderh his own glory,& that 
-it | istheburre his acrowes shoot ar , & Chriſt Sr not at the 
rovers,he hitteth what he purpoſeth to hit; Therefore he doerh 
-ir | makehis own Fecklels & weak nothing*'s , & theſe who arethe 
12e | contempr of men , anew harp thres ing inſtrument having 
ly teeth, to thresch rhe mountains, & beat them ſmall, & to 
\ds | make the hills as chaff, & ro fan them. Jſa.51: 15, 16. 
be | What harder ſtuff , or harder grain for threshing our , 
111 || Faco high and rockis mountains ? Bur the Saints are 
fon 5 Gods 


EC =ro no erent ern en erred e <0" IRS oy, ere ret - pe 


T1 WY 
Gods threshing inſtruments ro bear them all in cha}: -are we 


not God: leem y<ſlels ,: & yer when they-caſt us'over an houſe], | 
weare not broken in sheards;, we.creep in under our Lord; Þþ : 
wings In thegreat Shower., & the water cannot Joe thoroy | 


pairs nah berne)r bl 7oge, Fog ficg tre ed ReR ts TTY 
theſe wings, Ir is folly then for men ro ſay, this is not 
Chriſts plea, 'he will loſe rhe wed-fee . men arc like to be- 


guile hun: ' that were indeed a firange play. Nay 1dare pledge 


my foul, & Jay it in pawne on Chriſts fide of ir, &be hali-rin-” 


er half-wioner with my- Maſter : - Let fools laugh the fools. | 


laughter, & ſcorn Chriſt, & bid the weeping captives in' 


Babylon', fing:us on: of the fongs of Zion , . playa fpring Þ 


rockear up your ſad-hearted God : We may fing upon. luthe' 
kead before hand, evenin our winter-ſtorme, inthe expectation 
ota ſummer-ſunat the rurnof the yeer; no created powers{in hell 
or out of hell,can maroutL. Jeſus his muſick, nor ſpill qur fong of. 


30%: let us then be glad & rcjoycein the ſalvation ofour Lord; þ 
j wi = - Oo ] y ” . R y* IVE Lo ale 4! 1. : 
tor faith had never yer cauſe to have wer checks , 8& hinging: Þ 


down. browes, ortod roup or dic - what can aile faith, fectug; 


Chriſt afcreth himſelf, (with revercncero himbcit ſpoken) Þ 


25 becominanded by it; & Chriſt commandeth all Sang 


faith may dance, becante Chriſt fings , & we may come tn the | 
Quire & bft car hoarſe & rough voices, & chirp, & fing,'& | 


+hour for joy with our Lord Jeſys. We ſee oxcn goe'to the 
skambles lcaping & ftartling ; We ſee Gods fed oxen prepa-. 
red for theday oiflaugiter , goc dancing & finging down iq! 
zac black chambers othell ; & why $should we goec.to heaven 
weeping , asitwe werelike to fall down thorow the earrhfor 
ſorrow, If God were dead ( if I may ſpeak fo, with reverence: 
of him © holiveth for ever & ever ) & Chriſt buried , & rotten 
among the worms, We might have cauſe tolook like dead folks;. 


Dy 


but, zhe Lord lyucth E5 bled be the rock of or falvarior, 
Pfal. 18: 46. None haveright ro joy bur we, for joy is ſown 
for us, & an ill ſammer or harvcſt will not ſpiJI the crop. 
The children ofthis world have much robbed joy that tv not 
well conc; Ir is no good ſport"they Jaugh at; They ſteall joy, a 
It were, from God; for he commandeth rhcm to mourn & howle! 
Then ler us claim our lee! - come _& Jawfully conquichcd 
JV 
rae/d he” ns 
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5 ; ' * $ vi - 6 i : G F> . 
joy. My dear Byoekcy , 1 cannot but ſpeak whott haye {clt 
x , | ©: 


|; ſectns my Lord jeſus hack broken a boy off pikenard tion The 
'F kiad ofhis poor priſon. r, & ir i&hard ro hideaſweer finell;; it 
| 3; pain ro ſmother Ciritts love , it wilt be oat; whether we” . 
Þ viltor not.” 1fwedid” bur ſpeak accotUingro themartiyy 2 
| crols for Gaclit Should have another name; yeaa croſs ,' cſpe- 


cially when he coniith with his arms full of joyes; is the happieſt 


iÞ hird tree thar ever was laitupon.my weakshoulder?.Chrilt:& his” 
| croſs rogerher are ſweet company & a bfeſf:d coupl:; My prifon” 
«þ ismy palace my ſorrow is with childs of foy ,” my foffes acerich 
{\þ loſſes, my pain eaftepatn, my heayie 'dayes are holy 8& happy: 

dayes. 1 aay tell a n.w tale of Chriſt to my friend; Oh if I could 


makea loye-ſoag of him , &'conld commend Chrift & tune his 
raiſcs arighr ! O17] could fer all rongues in great Britain & Ire- 


$f L223 ; x : b ; v4 d 4 ; > 7 wr b 'C £ Pry ' x ) Ys LL j 
. d - - - 
land, ro'work, to help meto fing anew ſong of my welbJoved 


OifT cold bea bridge over a water for my Lord' Jeſus to walk 
Þ upon & keep his teet diy! © if 97y poor bit heaven could goe be- 
| tyixt my Lord & blaſphemy & dishonour ! (upon condition he 
loy.d imme ] O that my heart could ſay this word & bide by ir for 
er, Is it not great art & incomparable wiſdom in my Lotd, 


| vhocan bring forth ſuch fair apples j our of this crabbed tree'of 
| thecroſs! nay iny fathers never enough admired providence, tan 


nikeafair feaſtout ofa black Devil: nothing can come wron 

roiny Lord fa his ſwect working. I wouldeyen fall ſound afleep 
nChrifts arms, & my fiafal head on his holy breaft , while he 
kiſeth' me 3 were is not that often the wind turneth to the 


| noch, & whites my ſweet Lord Jeſus, is, that he will neither 


ove nor take , borrow nor lend with me : I complain 


1y, & nice of his lookes; which yet is not true. It would 


Hntentmeto give, | howbeithe Should not rake; I Shouli be ' 


content to want his &iffes ar ſuch times, providing he woulZ Cz 


content tocome near hand & rake my wersh , dry & feckleſs. 


kts Bur ar chat time he will nor bs cotteared,. but lets a poor 


bs 


ur ftand II S& knock, & nevertctfc onhim tharhe hefrerh ; * 


% 


Whenthe old leavines & broken meat; &% dry fichs, a 
by: <. of: : © [0 WT PLS TaASN ENTS 300 | on iS A 
#checar then [ cantell; 21] hayetheit,is, that howbcit the Jaw & 
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he notfocial, I halF call liimprond & lerdly of his compas 


Are Fitats 


wrath have gortenadecret againſt ins,/ 1 yet lippen'rhar niceklþ i 
good in Chriſt as ro” Let a fulpetilion', '8 *6 tritis'ny'tauſe | þ 


O 


ul 


—uuus 
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| SO _ 
To the Lady Kilkongbnatr. © (293 *, | 
0 the Laay Nuonqupair. (29.3 _.. [| 
SST. W112, LOUD C0: M8 


MISTRESS. 


Race, mercy & peace be-ro you: Tam gladto earch þ 
AF you haveyour face home-wardtowardsyour fathers how, 
now when ſo many arefor a home nearer hand : biit your. Lord | 


callerh you to' another life & glory , thenis to be found hate: 
away : &thereforel would counſel you to wake ſute rhe char- 
xers, & rights, which ye have to Salyation.: | You camet6thiy 


life abour a neceſſary & weighty bulineſs, to tryſtwirh Chriſt Þ 
anent your precious ſoul, & the etcrnal falyation of it? this Þ 
3s the moſt neceflary buſineſs ye have in this life, & your Þ 
other adoes beſide this, are bur toyes & feathers, 8& dreams, Þ 
& fancies: this is the greateſt hate &®$hould be done firſt. 
Means areuſed in the Goſpel ro draw on 2 mecting betwixt Þ 


Chiiſt & you: if ye. negle& Fyour part of it, itis, asif you 


would tcar thecontraCt before Chills eyes , & give u the 
match, that there $hall be no- more commdiining of that | 


buſineſs. I know other lovers beſide Chriſt arc in ſuit of ycu, 
S& your ſoul wanteth not many wooers, but Ipray you makea 
chaſte yirginof your foul, & let ir loye bur one; moſt worthy 

COONEY hs 


tarcaſoning again before my? welbelored*”1'ddfire* biit ro bel $ 
heard. ** Andar laſt heiis conreftt 't6 core ,* Kagrecthe'itimn | £ 
ter wi tha fool, & forgive freely ;- becauſe he tsGod!'' Obi 
men would glorify him & caſte*of Chiiſ6 ſweetneſs; "Brothie?, || 5 
ye havenced to be butie- wich Chrift, for' this 'whorish-Kirk: | © 
1 fear- Chritt caſt water upori "Sebtlands* coal; -nay*I knoy | 
Chriſt & his wife will *be heard', he: will ptcadfor the broke Þ | 
C OVcnant . Armeyou 264inſt chat tine. Grace bewith — 
Abcrd. June. 16, iz Y ozercmbis ſweet Lott \ 
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| Chriſt alone l-your ſouls lave , howbeit yur love were 


higher zhen the beaven & deeper. then the loweſt, of thiscarth , 


| & broader.then; this. world:.” many, alas too. many , make 2 
| common ſtrumper of. cheig. ſqul,,..for every. lover that 'com- 


«htothehoule...; Marriage wich:Chriſt would pur your love, 


Tg Ws er) 4 3 oyr..of. the ways; &,out ofthe eycs 


of all. orher:yolawZull ſuirers;3, & chep you had'a ready. an 
» 


| (perifor. all obers x 428 already promiſed. avey, to-Chrift 
| ty, march. 4s. conclaged, my; ſoul hath hnihoud; already y OS ic 
: | cannot have: two bieesrde-- :Ob-if.the world id but know 


ID Vo _ 
v0 
- Po Her 3. ® @ J »4a & 


| whataſinel the ointments of Chriſt caſt , and ow raviching 
| drbeatty ;*eventhe beauty of the faireſt of the ſons of men 
| is, &how ſweer'& powerful his voice is, the voiceof that 
' cogcwelbeloved | Certainly. where Chriſt . cometh - he run. 
| nethaway with the ſauls love, ſo that they cannot command 
;Þ it, I would far rather. .logk .but,: thorow . the: hole of 
" þ Chriſts door, ) to "ſee but- the” one half of his faireſt . if 
- Þ moſt comely faceſfor he lookerh like heaven] ſuppoſe I should 


+ Þ never win 1n to fee his excellency '& 'gJoryts thefull ; then 
| 19;<rjay: the flower, the-bloome,, &:chicfeſt exccllency of 
| the-glary.. riches, of ten,worlds, "Lord fend tae for my 
| part!,- bus che nacancſt shaxe. of; Chriſt , that: cay'be givenro 


any of thy .indwellers. of the new Jeruſalem ;;,- But I know 
my. Lord. is00-niggard: He can, &it becometh/him well 


| 10.2ive-more, "then. my narrow ſoul can receive. ', If there 
| #REten FHloufand , thouſand millions of worlds, & as many 
| havens full of men ; & Angels , Chriſt would nor be pinched 


| 16ſupply; all-our wants, and to fill us all. Chriſt is a well 


| oflife, bur who knoweth how deep it is ro the boxgrom > This 


| foul of onrs hath love ,- and- cannot bur love ſore fair one: 


' And O whaza fair one, what an onely one, - what an excellent: 


lovely ravishing one 1s Jeſus | Par rhe beauty of ten thoy- 


| ſand thouſand worlds. of Paradiſes like the | cg of Eden 


| in one ,- put all trces, all flowers , all 


moels , all co- 
ours, all taſtes , all joycs, all fweernefs, all lovelyneſs 
iy one, O what afair and excellent thing would that be ! 
| #£5 _ &yet 


Ce, 


(906) 
& yet it Should be! Teſs; ; ro'that Fair8edegreſt walbsloncd £1 "il 
then onedrop ofrain tothe whole ſeas, Tivers , lakcs,,, & four. E 
rains of ten- thouſand tarthec 1O bor Chxiſt.i is heayens woudeſe 
& < earths wordtr t- Vhattaarveltharhis /.b:ide. ſaich., ;Cant.q # 
V. 16, He F897 'pogtther tevely.- Oh that. black; for als will. vob 
come ,—*& tcl a7 chic love ro this fair one'!".O-5f 1 cond 1- I 
VILE & perfir #aJethoufands;-& renthouſand times ten rhouſandÞ 
ofAdamts ſons; toftockaboutmi: Lord:Jelus,, &to 'comeaÞÞ 
"taketheirfill Gf oye: Ob:tpiry:, for. cvcrmore.;.., thar, .therſ 
$hould be fiith an dit as Clinitt Jeſus, ſo boundleh;. ,...to bar 
romleſs; '& To incomparable” in unit excellency,, & ſk e-F 
neſs, and fo'few totakehin: Oh; oh; ye poor, dry $:dexd 4 
ſouls, why will ye'nor come hither with your toom. veſl:Þ,p 
& Four w_ : ſouls } to this” buge, & fair, & deep./*& ſwath | 
well of life, & fillall your room veſſels | ! * Gh that Chriſt shouldÞ 
Le ſola argein Les: & worth, & we ſanarrow ,; {9 pinches, 1 
Iocbbt, &fo void of all happincf, and yer men will notzakÞ 
him! "They loſe their love miſerably who. will-nor beſtowit 
UPO! {this lovely one. Alas, theſe fivethouland yeers, A dani; f 
fools , his waſter- heirs ;' have been wa-ting. & layishring out 
their love; and their affetiors upon Black] lovers; and blackÞ 
hatlors: : upon birs ofdead creatures , and broken idals- upo 
this, &rhar fecklefScreature, & have not'brought their love, 
and theitkeartro Jeſus. O pity , hon fairnels hath ſo few lo. 
veis}- O woe, wor to the fools of this world; who run by 
Ckritt toogher lovers! Oh miſcry, miſery, milery, "his comel:. 
azls can fca;ce ge et three, or four hearts ta town, ora countrey! ; 
Oh that there i 'o much ſpoken & ſo much written -and ſo-much Þ 
thohghr of 6 COrure- vanity , aud ſolittle {pok: 0, ſolite write 
ten, lo little chouohr of my < oreat,. andincomprehenſibie, a: þ 
NCver-enough-w -ondeted- at Lord Teſfus. Why $hoald I nt Þ 
curl this fxloin,, and wie erched work, - that ſuffereth my Lord ; 
Jeſus tolichis alone? O damned: ſouls. , Om kenning world, 
Oblind, O beggerly , and poor ſouls, O bewitcaed fools, Þ 
what aileth you at "Chriſt, that Vou run fo Tom hint ? 7 dai ; 
Not challcrige providence, thar therc are ſo fv buyers, andfo 


little ſale tor rfuch an excellent One as Clriſt, O the depth , and 
(© 
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{ with ill will, 
KP eh and col bis -yoyage: all.men; ſpzak.yell of. Chri.. who 
| Have been at him ; men Ink; Angels, who know,hun , 


yp Vacn.. all is done L may bewearied tn ſpeaking and: w riting 


& 


(70) 
Þ 0 the hight of my Lords r—_ that paſic finding out. But 
WE JMif nien woukt dnce»beawike ;; 
P dir own Hells; as to paſs Agr ChiiR,, ::and.mizkcn.. him ! 
Y Sit 1:t us come neap',/and fill our! ſlygs, with Chriſt ,, and 
Þ Jerks itiends drink, arid bedninken.,and ſaisfic our hollow and 
"= dep delires,with Jefus.Oh come alband drinkarthis living, well; 
2 come drink & live = CVCrnate ». come. drink & weleqme: : wel. 


And: nat fall fo in love with 


<< 84 w# 2 4 


no man Gb % is-not ENT no man, com- 


*W ill lay 


mote then I dow toe, & think more of him then chey can lay, 


- 'Oif1 weromiſted and bewildered in my Lords love 1. Ohif' I 
 . werefertered & chained to. it! O [weet p2in to, oe painall for 2 
> fohref himfO living death, fo good dearh!. O loycly d death to 
3 the for loveof Jeſus? Olucliar 1 chould hayea ſorchearr % & a 


aln- 
&'ſoul for the wanting” of the loye of thus, & that idol! - woe, 
-xy66to the miſtakings of my mit {carrying heart , that gaperh 
&eryeth for creatures,&is not paincd, % cutted,& tortur:d,% in 
fofrrow for the want of a ſoulz-fill ofChriſt. Oh that thou 


| :woald ſt come ncar,my Beloved: O my faireſt one,why ſtandeſt 
- hot a far:icomehickerthar 1 may be Griat with thy. exccllent 
O for afcllo wp with Jeſus! OthatT could 


loye: O'for an union, 0 


diy with a price thar lovely oue, ſuppoſe hells rorments for a 


while -were' rhe price ! 1 — —_ b-lecyve but Chrift will rue, 
| upon his” pained Tovers,,  & come &- eaſe lick hearts, who 
| fish' and fyoond for-rhe want of Chuilt : who dow bide Chriſts 
'F loverobe nice?” Wharkeaven can there be likerrothelt , then 
to Joſt > and gran, 
| "love, andto Want it? is ot this hell & heaven woven thorow 


and :dwine., and fall a.{woon for Chriſts 


other 2? Isnot this pain and joy , (weetnels and fa WT to be t12 
one.weby the one the. wot... :the-other.thewar "Fherefore I 
would Chriſtwould let us meet 3. and jayn' rogerh be 3g Fc ſoul 


&Chgifti in others arms...:O what NCezLINg Is "liket iS, to fe 


| blackneſs and beauty; mech encfs and glory , highneſ6and 


:baſenefs , even a foul and Chrilt Kis, 016 another | Nay- but 
,. bur 


E 4 ; be 


hs ee n——cre odd cen, 


ates <dhsAniend nc nar oepmhcn toge 
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(72.) : 

Ohowfaram] fromrhe, NS frefogofGhritk ou ki lovs; þ the 
I can neifhes ſpeak, noxauritgfeclinget portatiing, nor ſinelling; 
come feel, &dimebo 853k Chulty Sobis dover decye: thall' 
call it morethen;eanheſpokens jtp waitghowſweerths 'honey-: Þþ tha 
combise js gotſplaxcly asracar ft bucktheBoneyxomb:: ond} thi 
nights xc{} in -begotlove varh Ghriſts,uill fay mogerhlen bay Þ op 
can think , of ropgue.Cangertsr. vi Neiher peedoreFeartrallts,:Þ to 
or ligh,,' ox befad toganythugg that is onthistideviiheaveny if þ th 
we hzye Chat: our crofles will nevergrow bloodofthe joy | Cl 
the holy:Ghoſt,. & peace of roniienee z. out-Joy is-laidupcin Þ {er 
ſuch a: bigh, place as teayprations cannee-ehmb up totake it | or 
down: this world may boaſt Chriſt;; bu elieydarc noriſtoke, or þ 
if they ſtrike, they breakrhcjr arm ja ftchipg a ſibſoupor! | th 
arock. O. that we could put our treafure.in Chyiſt's hand 18 | 
give him our gold ro keep, .$;. our.crown «Strive; Shſcrefin | 
co throng thorow' the thorns.of this. liferobe at:Ghrift”: tine | 
nor fight of hum inzhiz.cloudy., '& dark day;i-Sopiwirk hilwin 

our heart in the night.: Learn nog atthe. world te ſerve. Chriſt, 
bor ſpeir ar himſelf rhe way, the wpr|d.isafalſecopy & alying Þ 
ouidero follow, . Remember my lave ro yourhusband, I 544 
allco him I have written here, The ſweer preſence ,, the long 
laſting gpodwill ofour God, the warmely & lovely *comferts | 
of our Lord Jefys be with you. Help mehis priſoner inyour | 
prayers: For I remember you, | n jo 


: Aberd. Agulſt, "ITY Yours is ſweer Lexd 
1637. | leſi, S.R. 
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Ta the Lady Forres (30) 

' Worthy Miſtreſs. 
" ARace, mercy & peacebeto you; Ilong to hear from you: 
IF | bcar Chriſt hath been thar Kind asto viſit you with fick- 
nels, & to bring you to the door of the graye, but ye found the 
door shut (blc{ſed be his glorious __ while ye be riper for 
eternity: He wilt kaye moreſervice of you , & therefore he ſeek- 
Nh of you, thar hence Forth yebe honeſt to your new husband, 
| RED 


 — 
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E: CORES "4 & WP Nt TEST” 
 Þ the Son of God,' We haye { 3 rttove, &% are wit#FPRS 
7. | clined to love other things beſide out Lord ;"and thErefore Girt + 
| Lord hunterh forobr love, .moe-wa 
| that Chriit haddie'own ofus: Þ-know HSwilknot want? YG; -&@ 
| charisa.ſveet” wilfalacſs in his Love} &ye haveas goo&cauſe 
| opthe otitgr-parttobe- headiſtrong & peremprtory it yourloye 
* rtoCh:iſt , & nottopart or divide Four tove- betwixt Him && 
| the world 3, 1f itwere moreit little gaugh , yea too lictle For 
| Chit. 1 am now every way 1hgoot terms with Chriſt, h&hark 
| ſetia banished priſoner as a ſealon his heart ,- and as a bracelcr 
' | on his arme:” that efabbed and black treeof the croſs, laugh- 
| cth upon me now : the alarming noiſe of the croſs is worſe 
| then urſelf. . *] love Chriſts: glooms, better, then the world's 
| worm-catenjoyes. Otlif all the Kingdom were as Iam , ex- + 
| cept theſe bonds; my loſſe is gain: my ſadneſs,. joyfull: my 
bonds:,;.libertys my- tears comfortable. 


| piſener, of Chriſt"t' Grace , grace be withyou,” © 


fr, and an cxikd priſoner, and I would not exchange my 


thenrone or two?- "OR? 


This world is not 
yortha drink of cold water. O bur Chriſt's love'cafterh a grear 


heat ,! he}l'& all the ſalt ſea and the rivers of the earth cannot , 


quench it: Ireniember you ro God , ye have rheprayers ofa 


__ 
da %fh a 
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Lord 


a == m9 - Son —— —— P » 
A Ada as LABEL "I Þ 14 
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{ 7 4 Yy. | 
Lord Jeſus, with allthe comturt (out, of heaven :+his yoke gf 


ealicand his burdenlight. ;,. Plus is his. crurch d now ſuffer for 


for;he hath {caled it - ith. bis bleſſed-preſence,, Iknow Chiith * 


) 


$hall yet wiacheday, and gaiaethe bartellin Scotland. Graz 


be with you. IGTET? 
-- - Abcrd: Natchi, .- 


x69. E453 - 1 eſs Se Re 6 i 
To Mr. JAMES BRUCE. 
Minifter of the Goſpel. ( 32) 


R:weread E5 we.beloved Brother: 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: Uponthe neareft ag, 

F quainrance, that we are fathers children , 1 rhoughr good 

ro wriieto you. My caſein my bonds for the honour of my 
royall PrTInNte, and King Jeius , 1: as good as becometh ' the 
wita:f of ſuch a Sov.raign King . Ar my firſt com- 
13 hicher , I was ingreat heavinels , wreſtling-vvith chal 
| Jenges,, being burdened in heart, { as Iam yet) for my fi» 
tent Sa>barhs , and for a bereft pzople; young ones new-borie 
plucked from the breaſts, & the Childrens table diawn; 1 
thought I was a dri- rreecaſt over the dike of the vine-yatd; 
bit my1{ccret conceptions of Chriſts love , at his ſweet & long- 
delired return to my ſoul , were found to bea lye of Chriſts love 
forged by the rempter, and my own heart, and I ampq- 


ſwaded that it was ſo: Now there is greater peace and ſe 


eurity within then bcfore + the court 1s raiſed and” diſmt- 
ſed for it was not fenced in God's name: TI was far miftaken, 
Who should have {fummoned Chriſt for unkindneſs:- miſted 
faith , .& my fever conceivedamifs ofhim : novv , novv-; he 
is pleaſed to feaſt a poor priſoner, and torefresh me vvith joy 
anſpeakable and glorious; fo, as the'holy Spirit is witneſs, 
that my ſufferings are for Chriſts truth, and God forbid I FRAY 

7 Hemp | eny 


| Yours 772 kis VOOR Lo | 


75.) 
| deny the rcſtimony ofthe boly Spirir - and niake him falſewir- 


£ 


 pels. Now Itdftify. under my hand,, 'oar of forne ſmall expert- 
| znce, that Ch iſts cauſe'[ even with the croſs}, } is berter then 
'| the Kings crown, & thar his reproaches arc{weet , his . croſs 


perfumed, the walls of my prion fair & large > my-lptles gaiv. 


(Þ Idefire you} ay 4zay Broticr, help mcto.praiſe,, and rememe- 


her me 1n your prayersto God, Grace, grace be with you, 
| Aberd. March. 14. Y omrs 17 07 Lore 
1637. Ielos, S.R. 


- 


thn - 
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To the Lady Earlſloun., 


MISTRESS, C43 


F*Race, mercy & peace bero you:-T long to hear howyour 
AF foul profper.th. I exhorr you ro go on in your journey : 
your day is short, & your alternoon-ſun will ſoon goedown : 
make an end of vour accounts with your Lord: for Death and 
Judgement are tiacs "that bide no man - falvation is ſuppoſe4 
tobe ar the door, and Chriſtianty ts thou2he an cafic task ;- but 
Tfinde irhard , and the way ſttaitand rarrow , were ir not but 
my guide 1s content to wait on me, androcarefor a tired tra- 
vellir.  Hyrt nat your conſcience with any known fin-let your 


children be as ſo many Aowers, borrowed from God ;-1f the 
flowers dis or wither, rhank GodTfor a fummers-loan of them, 


& keep Jood neizhbourhood , toborrow & lend with him. Set 


your heart upon, heaven, and trouble nor your ſpirit withthis 
| Clay-Idol ofthe world, which is but vanity , and iath byythe 


liſte of che Rain-bow in rhe air , which comer and gocrh with 


aflying March-show:cr : Clay is th: Lol of baſtards, norrhe 


inheritance oftke children. My Lord hath been pleaſed ro'make. 
many unknowp frces laugh upon me., and _hath made-me 
well content of 2 borrowed fire-lide; and a borrowed bed I 
am feaſted with the joyes of the holy Ghoſt, & my royal King 
bearcth my charges honourably. I love the ſmell of Chiif?s 
Icer breath, better rhen the worlds gold. Iwould I had hey 


2© 


({76) 


eopraiſe him..::The great dicflengetrofiho Covenants the Son | 
of Godeſtablizh, yaupoyourrock, ; &kery yousoghaday ofby 
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F from: my. Brother:,.ro'the which I PAY Andes aticys 
larly. Iconfe, ( twothings of:mny (elf, x., Woe,. wor is me, 
chatmen should think, there is any thing i 4 me 2 Hei is my:wit- 
neſs before whom l.amascryſiall , thattheſeccer oul. devil 
chat bear me_ry0 oft company , & that this fiok of, corrupgion 
which:I fixdewirhio, maketh. me goe withlow dailgs: '$ iforhey 
ſaw what ] (&e,they would look by me,but not tome; 2, 1 knpy 
thirshgwer of his free grace hchaoved tobe on me, otherwayes) 
wotld h ©; withered. 1 know.alſo : I hayc need of a buffering 
remp3erghat grace may beput ro exerciſe & Lkep low. Worthy 
& dear Brother an. our Lord Jefus ; I write that + oM my; heart 
which yenow-read; of Lavouch that Chriſt! Ge ſweating, & 
fighing, under his.crafs ,- 1 ſweeter t tome by.. far r. then al ths 
Kingiloms in-the; world could poflibly be. ..8., 1£you & my 
dearett: atquaintance in Chriſt -. Ieap any. froit by, my ſuffer 
ring ;. let. me be weighed 1 in God's even ballarce, if my joy 
be nor: fulfilled : What am 1 to carry the marks of ſuch; 
great Kiftg ? But howbeait I am a fink; & figfull maſs, 2 
wretched captive of fin, my LordJeſs cap hew heaven out 
of worſe ticber then I am ( if worſe cagþe.) 3. 1 nov 
AAR with jay unſpeakable & glorious, "that I never pur 


peſel 


FARace s! mercy & aty ai od .1 reccingiyp les | 


TE RO 


a I 


poſed td brlan-Chriftnorthoealt hooforhairzbreadeh of truth 
midet try 


2-41] defircd have & keepiChriit all aloge,; & 


| thatheshould- never rub clothes with that black-skin'd hariox 
* | of Rome. I am now fully paycd home, fo that nothing 
". Þ aikth nfefor the prefers" bur love-fickneli>for 2 recall poſſet. 
' fon of myTurcit yclbcloved. 1 would give him my bond 


under myfaith & hand, to friſt heaven an hundred yeers longer, 


' | fobcing he would lay his hoty facero my ſometimes wet cheeks, 
' Oh, who would not pity me, to know how fain I would have 


thc Kiag shaking thertree of life upon me,, or, letting me in 


| tothe:well of life wi my old dish :- that I'might be drun- 


ken with the fountain, here, in the houſe ofmy pilgrimage ! 


I cannot, nay I would not, be quire'of Chriſts love: Hoe 
hath lefe che marke behinde him where he gripp:d: Hego- 


| ehawiy & Teayerk me $hif burning love ro-wreftle togerher, 


| Icanſeztcewiit thy meat of his love beeauſe of abſence: My 


» | L6id giveth-me but thungry half kiſſes, ' which-ſerve tofeed 


| patif'& thcreaſe hitige ,- bur doe not farisfic my: deſites:'" Hits: 

| dieting of my Gat for this race makerhme tean. I have gore 

| th thewaile & choice of Chriſt's crofles, eventhe 'rithe& the 

| flower of chi | yams Croſſes , ro bear witneſ? to thie truth , 
c 


| & kirtein fin "3 
| faith; ſibmifſion, -patience, & reſolution to take ddighrin 


Hiberty, Joy -accels , life, comfort ,” love, 


on-watting 5" & withall in my raceche hath come neat me &let 


 theſee thegold*& crown : * What then want [ bur fruition & 


| called Wormmwood 


rall'cnjoymenr, whichis reſerved to my counttey ? Let no 


| manthink' he $hall loſe at Chrifts hands in fuffetino-for him; 


of 


4'*P6r theſe preſent trials they are moſt dangerous *- for peo-- 
| ple halt be ſtolen off their feet with well washen 5 & white- 


kin*d prerences of #nd{ifferency ; bur it is the power of the great. 


| Antichriſt workin gn this land, Woe, woe, woe b= to24puſta# 
| Scorlawd - there 1s wrath, & 2 cup of the red 'wine of the 
wrath of God Almighty in the Lords hand , har they 


thall drink aud ſpue and fall and: nor rife again.” The tar 
& Gall is fallen injthe fountarnes,'#hd rivers,6t 

tath made theny birter:the ſwords of the Lord is ' fourbished 
mea roy agree > =" —_—_— 


—_— 


7Y .* 


( | 
againſt the Idol. shepherds of the Lind ;. women $hall bleſs 9; [ 


barren Womb & mulcarrylng breaſts. ;- all hearts Shall b 
fu , and all knees thall tremble ,. , an end. is comins | 
the. leopard. and the lion Shall watch oyer Qur cles, hauſs 
great & fair shall oc deſolate withour'2n; inhabiraat * the Low, 
hath laid, . Pray. not for rs people, For, P, have Hoke my £466 


10278 tem; VEL the Locd's, thicd part chall come : rhrough the it ; 


as refined s gold £ for thetreaſure of the Lod, . $ the que-calts 


Scotland Shall os gathered together again % e's the, wilderneh 4 
sh.ll blollome: as the lower, & bud, & grqw as the role o: $/ 77M 4 


Þþ 


en » & great hall be the glory of the Loxd upon 6 Scorlaya. 5 , 
2m herc aflaultzd wich rhe fcarned & pregnant wits of 2 9h King. 
dom ; but all honour be to wy Lord, truth but laugheth a 
bemilted & blinded Scribes, & difpurecs of this world, & Gods 
wiſdom confoundeth them, & Chriſt rrius wphcrh 1 in his o'rn. 
ſtcous truth, rhat {pcakerh [Io it ſelf. | 6. 1doubt not butn 
Lord is preparing me ior heavier trial, ; - Jam molt XE2 dy ac Ui 
94 picalure 0 my Lord, intheſticogth of his grace , for. ally. 
thing-he shall be picaſed ro call m ro: neither sha!l the laſt black. 
faced meſſenger , Death, be holden art the door , when it ;hall 
kpock. limy Laid will.cake honour of the like of me, hoy. 
glad & joy-ull Shall my ſoul. be : Let Chriſt come out wich? me. 
tan hotter battel! chen this, & I shall fear no flech ;- 1 know. 


L 


that my maſter will win the day \ & that he hath taken theo of. 


dering of my ſuffcrings in his own hand,,, . 7. As for my deliye. 
rance,that mifcarii: the Lam here, by my.Lords grace,io lay my, 
bando2 my mourh,tob2filenc& wait on: my Lord Jeſus: is on his. 
Journey for my deliverance; . I will nat gr udgert tic cungeth; 
net{o fat as I would have him: On- waiting til lhe. ſvel, 
bog rivers fall, & till my ag ariſe as: a m1: zhry man-ate 
ſtrong Winc, Chal be my beſt : I have not yer. reſiſted,rq- 
blaod. 8. O how often. am 1 laid in theduft, and urged by 
the tempter (who can ride-his own errands upon c Que iylng ap- 
xeheniioas,, ).tofin againſt the unchangeablc loys of my Lord, 
hen I chink upon the {parrowe; \ & ſwallowes that build thu 
neſts in the Kirk of my: and of mydumb- fabbarths , my 
ſoirowfall bare eyes, 1ogk afquint upon Chriſt , and pre- 
{ent 


XF 


] (a Lim artery Bur in this trail, atthovour to our Srifices 7 
pn em bdf ich filerh Air before thee wind), with” 
'F Is and"t6 yall hy nes al 21 Ez, HIT #4 A - C wY - » Ys, 
124.þ rop-fale up, and carrieth the' poor -p:ll-nger through. 1lay , 
ule | jou Tons upon iy thoughts, that they recetve notlanders- 
| ofiny onely , onely Beloved: kr/him even lay out of his own. 
a BE th; There #0 bbpes or Twill ate in thar fweet beguite,, - 
hire, Wis 20f (0 += 1 vi: fete Salvation of: God.” Letmebedeceived 
ts Mi | rally, 2d never win tordry land, 115 my joy to beleeve under 
Lok - the water, & ro: 416 with fart my hand gripping Chritt - ler : 
#7þ ny conceptions of Chriſts-tove,' goc to the grave with me & to * 
7 i þ kltwich'me, I may not,” I dare nor quite them. 1 hopero * 
0 þ keep Chriſts pawne: "if he never come to loofeir, Tet him ſee 

ha  his'ovn” promiſe; IT know , Preſumptien , howbeit it be” 


798 Þ Hleof ſtoutneſs, Willnort thus be wilfull in heavietrtals. Now, © 
Nh | my dedtieſt 772 Chriſt, the great mel, enger of the Covenant, the 


7 ©Þ onely wile & alfuffictent Tehowah cſtablich you to the end; T1. 
TRE hekr the Lord hath been at your houſe & hath called home your 
WT. vi to her teſt. TI koow, Sr, ye ſee the Lord loofing the. 
ack pigs of your tabernacle ," & wooing your love from this plail- , 
hall tered 8 over-guilded world; & calling upon you, to be making 
io, your ſelf ready to goc to your fathers 'countrey, which shalt be | 
IMF. BE ifiveet Frnit of that viſitation. Ye know, 79 ſend the Cornfoy-. 
WY; twat a King: word when he aſcended on high: ye have ctam 
Ot ÞÞ o.o& intereſt in that promiſe, Remember my lovein Chrift 
WEB toyorrfither: shew him, it is Jare & black night with hinrs 
TY: F bfftops lying arthe water-fide, 15, that he may look his papers 
 efthe tale chipping, & bear a point for his lat anſwer | before 
jth, | if judge &Lord.Alllove,all mercy,all grace,& peace,all multt- 
"ol plied fiving confolitions, all joy & faith in Chrift, all ttabihiry & 
0, confirming firength ofgrace,& the good-will ofhim that dwelt _ 


{Tg inthe bns k bewith You, 
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(80.) | 


t» MARION MC KNAUGHT. 
Worthy E9 deareſs nm the Lord, (35) 


I the Lord's planting in Gallozay ; But now much man Þ 
fiace I have heard that he who hath his fire in Zo» & his fur. 
nace in /eruſalem , hath been pleaſed to ſer up a furnace 
amongſt you , with the firſt in this Kingdom : He wh 
maketh old things new, ſeeing Scarla:d an old droffic 4 | 
ruſted Kirk, is Galeniae to make a new clean bride ofhe | 
& to bring a young chaſt wife ro him ſelfour of the fire, Thu 
fire shall be C——_ ſo ſoon as Chriſt harh brought aclea Þ 
ſpouſe thorow the fire: Therefore , my dearly beloved mts | 
Lord, fear not a worm : fear my worm Jacob, Chiiſt icy þ 
that plea & $hall win the plea: Charge an unbeleeving hear, | 


ſus, rodependence by faith, & quict 0n-walting on our Locd; 
Get you 1n to your chambers & shut the doors about you | 
In, in with fpeed to your ſtrong hold yepriſoners othope, ye | 
doves flce into Chriſt's windowes, till the —_—_—— ove | 
& the ſtorme bepaſt : Glorific the Lordinyour ſuffe 5A 
& take his banner of love & ſpread over you ;- others will tol. 
low youif they ſeeyou ſtrong inthe Lord, their courage $hall | 
rake life rom your Chriſtian carriage:look up &ſee who 1s com- 
ing, lift up your head, he is coming to. laye, in yaa 
dicd in blood, & travelling in the grearncſs of his ſtrength. | 
T laugh, Iſmile, I leap for joy , to ſee Chriſt coming roſare 
ouſo quickly : O ſuch wide ſteps as Chriſt taketh! Three 9s 
Fs hills are but aſtep to him ; he skipperh over the moun- 
tains: Chriſt hath ſer a battell betwixt his poor weak ſaints 
& his enemi-s; he wailzth the weapons for both partics , & 
faith cotheenemics, Take youa ſword oftecl, Law, Autho- 
rity, Parliaments, & Kings upon your fide, that is your 
armour: & he ſaith to his ſaints, I give you a feckleds tret- 
ſword in your hand, & rhar is ſuffering , receiving of ſtrokes, 
ſpoiling of your goods, & with your tree-ſword yehall g* 


. 


Everloved, ( fince I knew you, ) that little vineyard of 
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under the pain of treaſon againſt our grear & royall King Je Þ 
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; & gainthe Viftory. Was not Chriſt draggcd through the ditches. 
! ofdeep diftreiles,/& Fream-ſtrfits2 & Yer CArift who is your head 
” hath win throu 


oh with his life, howbeit not with a whole 


opy_ hedggup 32;hcaven, afcer him ; 
Yo ri ne, mach'as 2, paingd rae; 


% 4 
ky —_— CONT. | 
eegs y & noreions dfChril®'s myficalbody, 


| agryr wichlo fhegars of the greap,bryh clry, rhe ney Jeru- 
There Is one 


willftrike 25 G 


hcitt fo.) 


yr oldbap deat his zabefnacle, & pinthem ,: & nail 
gheny udh, .& ſupphontions_ ar, ug In neaven « 
Kiſs tyll. of them. ;-chere 15..mercy onthe other 


my Loekcagmaketorig,. & broad, & high , & deep.glory ro 
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($2.) 
priſoners blefling , I will be obliged tp him if he will bewilling 
20 ſuffer for my dearMaiter , ſwffcring 15 the profeſſors gelden gar 
nent, theie shall be nolofles on Chriſt's fide of it. ye haveveen 
witnelics of much joy betwixt Chriſt & meat communion- 
feaſts,the remembrance whereof ſhowbcir I be feaſted in ſecret} 
hollerh ny heart, for I am pur from the board-head & the kings 
firſt meſs ro his by-board,& his broken mear is ſweet unto mc: I 


#7 


thank my Lord for borrowed crumbs,-no leſs then when I was, F 


feaſted at the communion-table in Azwo;n &Kirkendbright: pray 
that I may get one 7 of Chriſt in publike, as I havehad long 
fince, before my eyes 


in Maricn ME Knaugh: when this ſtormy blaſt (hall be over. O 
wonun beloyed of God, beleeye, rejoyce, be ſtrong, inthe 
Lord, Graceis thy portion, | 


Aberd. : Fo J UNC. Y 0z7r breeher ir Þis fcer ! 
1637» Lord iclus, SR.» & 
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To JOHN GORDON 
At Rijco in Galloway, (36) \ 
Ay worthy & dear Brotcer, 


Iſpend not ycur short ſand-glaſs which ruanah yey 

faſt: ſeek your Lord intime: let me obtain of you a 
kr under your hand for a promiſe to God, by his grace to take 
ancw courſe of walking with God: heaven is vor at thenovt 
door: I finde it hard to be a Chriftian ; there 15 no litile 
thruſting & thronging to thruſt in ar heayei; Gates , 1715 4 
caſtle raken by force, many Stall ſirrue ro entc; in 09 311 not be 
gble, I beſerch & obreft yeu in teLerd make cepnſcicnce cf 
| - TE MM ot = | rack 


—_— 
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e cloſed. Oh that my Maſter would tale” 
up houſe again, & lend me the keys of his wine-ccllar again, 
& God ſend me borrowed drink til then, Remember my. 
love to Chift's kinimen with you, I pray for Chriſt's fathar's | 
blcſſing rorhemall:; Grace be with you: a priſogcrs blefling ; 
be with you: Iwzitett, and I bideby it, God hall be glorious. 


+ NV you Cy JH", wa oy yp ww  6Rﬀ* AA 5 .- 
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| ofnight-drinkin 
F J cl ' mT 4 » 
| ing, of hurting any under you by word or deed, of hating 


os 


; ; ; | ; fl : = - : wy 
each & paſſionat oathes, of raging & ſuddenrevenging anger 3 


g,of needleſs companionry, of Sabbarh-break- 


'our very enemies. Exceptye receive the Kingdom of God 


\Þ 2 a little childe & beas meck & ſober - minded as a babe , ye 
| ca:not enter into the Kingdom of God : That ts a word which 
| chould touch you near, and make you ſteop & caſt your ſelf 
| down and make your great ſpizit fall, I know this will not 
becahily done, bur I recommend tt to YOu, as you tender your 
| part of the Kingdom of heaven. Brother, I may from new 
| experiznce ſpeak of Chriftroyou: -Ohifyeſawin him whar 
Ice: a river of God's unſten joyes hath flowed from bank 
| to brae over my ſoul fince [ parted with you: I wish I want= 
' & part, ſo being ye might have, that your ſoul might beſick of 
| love forChriſt,or rather tattat with him;this clay-idol the world, 
| would teem to you then not worth a fig ; time will eat you out 


ofpoli:fiion of tr, when the eye ſtrings break & the breath grow- 
ah cold & rhe impriſoacd foul looketh ont at the windowes © 
theclav houſe, ready to leap out into eternity, what would ye 
then give for a lamp zull of oy? Oh ſex it now, Idefire you, 
to correct & curb banning , ſwearing , lying, drinking , {ab- 
bath-breaking & idle ſpending of the Lords dayzin abſence from 
th: Kirk, asfar as your Authority reacheth in that Parich, EF 
hear a man is to be thruſt in to that place tothe which I have 
God's right: I know ye should have a voice by God's word iq 
that: Act.1I, I5,16. totheend, and Act.6, 3, 5, Yewould 
b:loath that any Prelat should pur you our of your poſieffion: . 
earthly, &this is your right, What I writeto you, I writs 
to your wife, Grace be wit you, 


Aberd. March. I'4» Y a:sr loving Paſe 
I637. fr. S, Re 
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To the Lady A ALHILL. (37.) 


= 8& Chriſtian Lady, Grace, mercy & peace.be toyou; Þ 
Honged much ro-write to your La: Bur now the Lord Þ 
offering atir oceation, Ewould not omir to doett: IcannotÞ 
bur acquaintyour Ez: with the Kind dealing of Chriſt romy 
ſoutin this houſe of my. pilgrimage, that. your La : MayF 


know Chriſt is ay good as he 1s called;, Forar my firſt entry 


into this triall (bcung caſten down &-tronbled with challenges 
& jealoufies of his loyewhoſe name & teſtimony I now bearin F 
my bonds , ) I feared nothing more, chen rhat I was caiten over Þ 
the dike of the vineyard as & dry tree, burbletjed be his great 


name, thedry tree was in the fire & was not burnt , tis dew Þ | 
eamedown & quickned the root of a withered plant, & now | . 


hceis come again With joy ,” & hath been pleaſcd ro feaſt his exil. Þ 


ed & zfflicted pri:oner with the joy of his canſolations: now 
I weep , but amnotſad; I am chaſtned , Lur I dienor ; I have 
lofſe, bur E want nothing ; this water carinerdrown me, thi; 
fire cannot burn me , becauſe of the goodwill of himthar dwelt 
in the bush, The worſt things of Chriſt , hisreproaches , his 
crofle, is better then Egypr's treaſures. He hath opened his 
door & raken into his houte of wine, a poor {inner , & hath lk 
meſo {ick of love tor my Lord Jeſus, that if heaven wereat 
my diſpoſing , I wonfd giyeit for Chriſt, & would not be con- 
rentto goe to heayen except I were pcrſwaded Chriſt were there: 
I wouli-nor give nor exchange my bonds for the Prelats velyets, 
nor my priſon for their coaches, nor my ſighs for all the world's 
laughter : rhis clay idol, the world, hath no great court in 
my foul, Clhnit hath come & run away to heayen with my 
treart & my love, fo that neither heart nor loveis mine: Ipray 
God, Chriſt may keep both without reverfion. In my eſti- 
mation, as I am now diſpoſed, if my part of this world's clay 
were rooped & ſold, 1 would think it dear of adrink of wa- 
cer. 1 ſee Chriſt's Jove is fo Kingly, that it will nor abide awar- 
row, It muſt have athrone, all alonein the ſoul , & 1 ſceapples 


baguille bairns howbeit they be worm - cata; the moth: caten 
f plca- 


« aa moms | hah ey odintins > 
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> dred & yet ailthat arc here are but shaddowes ; if they would 


leafures of this preſent world make bairns beleeye tenis.a hun- 


draw by the curtain rhat is hanged berwixt them & Chriſt, they 
chould think rhemſolyes fools who have ſo long miskenned the 


| $nof God. Ifcek no more next to heaven , Tur that he may 
ol be gforified ina priſoner of Ch:it, & that.i2.my behalf many. 
Þ would praiſe his his}; & glorious name, who heareth theſigh- 
'E jc of rhe priſoner. 
husSand & to your ſon my aquaintance: I wich Chriſt had his 
| young love, &thatin the morning he would itart to the gate 
| rk that which this world ':noweth not &rthereforc doeth not 
| fekir ; The grace of our Lord Jeſus Girift be with you. 
LR, 


Remanber my ſervice to the Laird your 


Y oaer's 372 bes ſweet Lord 
Fl C[ 4, I. R , 


Aberd, March. 14. 
1637. 
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2+ To the riobt honourable my Lord 
L «ND $S A Yc-- 


oY Ryght honourable CH my very good Lord, 


£ ARacs, metcy & peace be to your Lo: Pardon my bold- 
AF nels roexpreſs my {:1f ro your Lo: Ar this ſo needfuls 
time, when your weatied & friendlcls mother-kirkis looking 
round abotither, to ſee if any of her ſons doeth really bemoan 


| herdefolation ; Therefore , my dcar G9 worthy Lord , I belecel 


you in the bowels of Chriſt , pity that widow -like fiſtor & ſpouſe 


| of Chrik. Iknow, her husband 1,not d<ad , buthe ſeemeth 


tobeinanother countrey , & feeth well & beholdeth wha-are 
his true & tender hearted friends, who dare venture under the 
waterto bring out to dry land ſinking truth, & who of the 
Nobles will caſt up their arm to warde a blow off the crowned 


 headgf our Royallaw-giver who rcigneth in Zion, who will 


plead 8&.comtend for Jacob in the. day of his controverfie. It 
know time, zzy wathy C5 zoble Lerd , for you who arethe 
lxtle ourſe-fathers Cr Sorncine Prince] to put on cou- 
ce Þ F3 rage 


- ($6. | | 
rage for the Lord Jeſus, & to wr up a fallen orphan ſpeakin 
out ofthe dnt, & to embracein your arms Chriſt's Bride; h 
hath no moie in Scotlazd rhar is thedelight of his eyes, by 
that one little {iſter, whoſe breaſts were once well fashion. 


cd ; She once raviched her welbeloved with her eves, aniff 


overcame him with her beauty ; She looked forth as the 


morning, fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, terrible asuſf 


army with barners ; Her fcature was like the palm - tree, 
and her breaſts like cluſters of grapes, & $he heid the Kin 


in his gallecies, Cant, 4: 9. &6: 10. &7: 5, 7. Buff 


now thecrown isfallen from her head, and her gold waxed 


dim, & our white Nazarites are become black as the coal. 


Bleflcd arcrtey who will come out ard help Chriſt againſtrhy 
mighty : The sk1clds of the earth & the Nobles are debters 
ro Chriſt for their honour , & should bring their glory and 
honour to the new Jer::{.:lew , Rev. 21: 24, Alas tha 
great men $hovld be fo far from ſubje&ing themſelves tothe 
fweet yoke of Chriſt, that they burſt his bonds aſunder , and 
think, thcy dow not goc on foor when Chriſt is on hotſe. 
bacx, and thatevery nod of Chriſt commanding as a King, 
is a load like/a mountain of iron , and therefore they ſay, 
This man hal. not retzn over ws, we muſt have another King 
then Chriſtin his own houſe. Therefore kneel to Chrtſt and 
Eiſs the Son, and let him have your Lo: vote as your a- 
lone Law - giver. I am ſure whenyou leave this old waſt: 
Jnnes, of this perishing life , and hall reckon with your 
hoſte , & depart: hence and take shipping ; & makeover for 
crernity , which is the yonder fide of time, & a ſand-glak 
of thrceſcore short yeers is running our ; To look over 
your shoulder then, to that which ye have done, ſpoken, & 
ſeffered for Chriſt, his dear bride { that he ranfgmed with 
char blood, which is more precious then gold , ] & for truth 
& the freedoim of Chriſt's Kingdom; your accounts chall more 
ſweetly ſmile & laugh upon you, then if you had two world's 
of gold rolcaye ro your poſterity. O my dear Lord,conftder that 
our Maſter, eternity, judgement, & the laſt reckoning will 
| Þe upon us in the twinckling of an eye 3 The blaft of - 


—— 
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kfttrumpet ; now hard at hand, will cry down all AAts of 
Pacliaments , all the determinations of pretended Aſſemblies 
azainſt Chriſt our Law-giver: There will be shoctly a pro- 
cavation- by one ſtanding in the clouds, thaz 7r22e chall be n8 


more, and that court with Kings of clay shall be no 
| more, :& priſons, confinemerts, forfeiturs of Nobles, wrath 
| of Kings , hazard of lands, houſes, & name for Criſt, shall 


be no more, This world's ſpan-length of time is drawn 
nowtoleſs then halfan inch; and to the point of the evening 


| of theday , ofthis old and gray-haired world: And therefore 


be. fixed & faſt for Chriſt & his truth foratime, & fear not 


man, --Tain perfwaded Chriſt is reſponfall, and law-biding, 
tomakerecompence for any thing hs is kazardel, or given 
our for him : loffes for Chriſt are but our goods given out 
in bank 1n Chriſts hand. Kings earthly are well-favoured 


litte clay gods and tim?'s-idol, but a fight of our invitible | 


King chall dzcry and darken all the elory of this world. Art 
the day of Chrift ,” truth $hall be rruch , and not rreaſon.. 
Alasit is pitiful , that filence, when thethatch of our Lord's 


houſe hath taken fire, is now the flower and the bloom of - 


court and ſtate - wifdom ; And to caſt a covering over 4 
pood proieMon', ( as if it bluhed at light, ) is thought a 
canny and fare way through this life : Bur the ſafeſt way 


[ amperſwaded, is, totine& win with Chriſt, & to hazard 


hirly for him ; | for heaven is but a company of Nodle 
yeaturers for Chriſt, I dare hazard my ſoul , Chriſt shall 
grow green and bloſſom as the roſe of Sharon yet in Scot- 
lnd ; howbeit now his leaf ſzemcth to wither and his roor 
to dry up. Your-noble Anceſtors haye been inrolled a- 
mongſt the worthies of this'nation , as the ſure friends of 
the bridegroom and valiant for Chriſt - Ih6pe, ye will 


follow:0n-, ro come tothe ftreets for the ſame Lord ; the . 


world is tj] ar yea& z4y with Chriſt: it hall be your glory 
& the fur2 foundatian of your houſe (now when houſes are 
tumbling down , & birds building their neſts, & rhoras & briers 
arc growing up where Nobles did ſpreada table) if youengage 
yous 
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your eſtate & nobility for this novle Kino Jeſus , with whong 
the created Powers of the world are ftill:n tops: ailthe world 
Shall fall beforchim , & (as God liverh) every arm liftedupto 
take thecrown off nis royal head or that rcfulcth tohold it upon 
his head, hall be broken from theshoulder-blad : the eves that 
behold Chriſt weep in ſackcloth, & wallow in kis blood , & 
will not help, eyen tactic eyes $shall rot away in thur eyc-holks, 
O if ye & the Nobles of this land , faw the beauty of that 
worlds wonder, Jeſus our King, & theglory of him who ig 
Angels wonder & heavens wonder for excellency ! Oh what 
would mencount of clay-eſtates, of time-catea life, of worm- 
eaten & moth=2aren worldly glory, 1n compariſon of that fiir. 
eſt, faireſt of Godscreation , the ſon.of the farhe1*s delights. 1 
havebur ſmall experience of ſuffering for him, bur let my Judge 
& witneſs 1n heayen, lay.my ſoulin theballanceof juſtice, it 1 
findenor a young heavin, & a little Paradiſcof glo.ious cam; 
forts, & ſoul-delighting love-kifles of -Chualt , here beneath 
the moon in fuffering for him & his truth : &xhar glory, joy, 
& peace, &fireof love, I thoughr had been kept while ſupper 
time, whenwe shallger leiſure ro. feaſt ourfill upon Chriſt ; 1 
havefcltirin gi2rtous beginning;, 10 my bonds, for this prince- 
ly Lord Jcſus, Oh it 1s my forrow , mydally pain, that 
men will not come & ſee: I would now beashamed ro belecye 
that.irshould be poſiible for any foul ro think that he could be 
a loſer for Chriit, ſuppoſe he should lend Chriſt the Lordship of 
Lindſay , or ſome ſuch great worldly eſtate. Fherefore my 
worthy &5.Dexr Lord ſer your face againſt the oppotits of Jeſus. 
& let your [ou] rike courage to comennder 13 banner, toap- 
peareashis ſouldicrfor him, & the blefſings ofa falling Kirk, the 
prayers of the priſoners of hope who war for Sions joy , & rhe 
ovodwill of him thardweit in rhe busk & it.burncd not, hall 
ewith you. Tohis ſaving Grace I.recommend your Lo: & 
your Kouſe & amAtuli-Chriſts,prifoner. &, - 


Aberd, Sept. 7. Your Lo : obliged ſcrvant whit 
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Tomy Lord Bozd. (39) 
My very honearable E5 good Lord. 


\Race, mercy & peacebe to you; Iam glaltohear that 

] yein the morning of your short day minde Chriſt , 8 
tha: ye love tine honour ofh4; crown & Kingdom, Ibeſzech 
your Lo : begin now ro frame your love, & to caſtirinno 
mould but one, that it may be for Chiift onely; For when 
our love is now in the framing , & making , it will take beſt 
with Chriſt: 1f any other then Jeſus ger a grip of it, whenirt 
orecen & young, Chriſt will bz an unconth & ftrange world 
wyou. Promiſe the lodging of your foul firſt away ro-Chriſt, & 
and by your firſt covenant, & keep to Jeſus, that he may 
fode you honeſt, Iris cafic ro maſter an arrow, & to ſet 1t 
nsht ere the ſtring be d:iawn, bur when once1t is shor & 1n the 


ur, &rhe flight begun, then yehave no power atall tocom- 


mand it: It were a blfled thing, if your love could now level 


oely at Chriſt , that his fair face were the black of the marke 
jzshot at; For whco your love is looſed, and our of your 
ops &in its motion to fetch home ane Idol, & hath taken 
2 whortch gading-journey to ſcek an unknown & firangelover, 
jeshall-nor then have power to call home the arrow , or to be 
maſter of your love, & ye shall hardly give Chriſt , what ye 
carcely have your ſelf. I ſpeak not this, as if yourh it ſelf 
could fetch heaven & Chriſt. Beleeve it my Lo: It is 
tadly credible what a neſt ofdangerous tentations youthi:,how 
nconfiderat, foolich , proud, vain , heady , rasb, profane, & 
arcle{s of God, this pteceof your life is, ſo that the devil findeth 
nthat agea carnihed & ſwept houſe for himſelf, & ſeven de- 
ils worſe then himſelf; for « 3h aff-Rions are on horſe-back, 
lofty & Ruting , then the ol4 man hath blood, Iuft, much 
wil; & little wit, and hands, feet, wanton eyes, pro- 
lane ears as his ſeryants, & as a Kings officers at command, tg 
come & goeat his will: Then a green conſcience is as ſoupleas 
tietwis of a young tree,itis for every way,every religion,cvery 
ud courſe preyaileth with it; And therefore O what a ſweet 

2 TS ___ Couple 
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couple, what a glorious yoke arcyouth and Grace, Chriſts 


a young-man.! This is a niecting notto befound in ever 


rown.None who have beenat Ch:iſt can b.iog backto yourLo þ 
arreport an{werablc to. his worth ; for Chriſt cannot beipoken 
ef, orcommended. according to: his worth ; Come E5:ſeeyÞ 
"Ip | 1 | - - : 'E 
is the moſt faithfull meſſenger to ſpeak of him , lictle perf 
ton would preyail where tais-were:: It 1s, impoſſible inthe Þ 
ſetting our.of Ciriſt's love;tolye, andpaſfſc oyer rruti's line: | 
The diſcor;ſcs of Angels, or Loye-books written by the 


O 


congregation: of Seraphims .[ all their wits being conjoyn. | 
ed and melted in one} would for cyer be in the-nether-fide Þ 


} 


of trut and plentifuliy declaring the thing-as ir-is;- The þ 
infinitnels ,} the boundleſneſs | that incomparable excel. | 


lency that is 1n; Jeſus, is-2 great word, | God ſend me if 
it were but the relicts and leavings, or an ounce weight ot Þ 
two, of his matcileſs love , and ſuppoſe I:n:ver gor a- f 


nother heaven | providing this bleſſed fire were (evermore 
buraing ] I could not but be. happy fore ver, - Come hirhet 
chen and give out your money wiſely for bread:'' 'Cojnt 
here and' beſtow your love .- I have cauſe to ſpeak rhis}'b& 


cauſe except yeenjoy andpoſſeſs Chriſt, ye wilt bea cold friend 


co his ſpouſe ; For it is love to the husband that 'cauſerh kind, 
neſs to the wife, I dare ſwear, it. were 2a bleſſing to your 
Houſe , the honour of your Honour, the flower of youi 
credit, now in your place, andas far as ye are'able, tolend 

our hand, to your weeping Mother, even your oppreſ- 
ſed and ſpoiled Mother - kirk, IF ye love her and beflir 
your ſelf forher, & hazard the Lordship of Boyd for the rc- 
Covery of her vail [ which the ſmiring = warchmen have 
taken from her ] then ſurely. her husband will ſcorn to ſleep 
in your common or reycrence : Bitsof Lordships arc little 
ro him who hath many crownes on his head & the Kingdoms 
of the world in the hollow of his hand. Court, Honour, 
Glory, riches, Stability of houſes, Favour of Princesare all 
on 


C4 4 OI: ot — = ©» rr uwuwm c ry wa 6, <4 Fe O&© oa. 3 32> I 


a ee. -»> tt a& 


at... _—_— 


(91) 


| 6n his finger ends, O what glory were it to lend your 
| honour to Chiiſt, and to his Jeruſalem. Ye are one of 
Zions born fons , your Honourable and Chriftian Parents 
| would yenture you upon Chriit's errands 3; Therefore I be- 
| feech you by the mercies of God , by the death and 


wounds of Jeſus, by the hope of your glortous inheritance 


| 2nd by the comfort & hope of the joyfull preſence ye would 
| have ar the water-ſide, when yeare putting your foot inthe 
Þ| darkgrave, take courage for Chriſt's truth , & rhe Honour 
| of his free Kingdom ; for howbeir ye be a young flowerand 


reen before the ſun , ye know not how ſoon death will cauſe 


| you caſt your bloom, and wither root and branclr & leaves ; 
And therefore write up what ye have to dot for Chriſt , and 
make a treaſure of gocd works, and beginin time ; by ap- 


O 


| pearance yc have the advantage of the brac : fee what 
| yecan doz for Chriſt as 


l oainſt theſe, who are waiting while 


{ Clriſt's Tabernacle fall, that they may run away w:th the 
boards thercof, and buiid their neſts on Zton's ruines : They 


are blinde who fee not lowns now pulling, up the ſtakes and 


| breaking the cords & renting the curtains of Chriſt"s { ſome 
| times) beautifull tent in this land, Antichriſt is lifting 


that tent up upon his shou!ders and going away with it , & 
when Chriit & the Goſpel are out of Scotland, dream nor 


| that your houſes shall thrive , & that it shall goe well with 


the Noble of the land ; As the Lord liveth the ftreams of 


| your waters shall become pitch, and the duſt of your land 
| brimſtone, and your land shall become burning pitch, and 
| the Owl and the Raven $ha'l dweil in your houſes , and 
where your rabl2 ſtood there shall grow briers, & nettles : 


If, 34:9, 11. The Lord gave Chriſt and his Goſpel asa pawne 
toScotland, the watchinen have fallen foul. & loſt their part of 
thepawne ; 8: who ſecth not that God hath drycd up their righr 
cye, & their 1ight arme > & hath broken the shepherds ſtaves, 
& rey are treading intheir hearts upon ſuch, viiayoury - 
L322% 


mY 


(929) 
thar is good for nothing elſ;. If: ye the Nobles put away th; 
pawacallo,, &refule toplead the controverſic o: Sion with the 


proidid-enemies of Jeſus , ye havedone withit, . Oh when fſ.© 


15 the.courage,) & zealnow-of theancient Nobles of this land, 
who withtheir ſyords &hazard of life,honour &houſes brought 
Ghritto ourhands ?'-And now-the Nobles cannot be bur guily 
of shoaldering-our Chriſt, & murthering. of the ſouls of the 
poiterity > if they shall hide themſelves., & lurkin the ler-ſide 
of the hill ,- till rhe wind. blow down the temple of God. - 
gncthnow under the name 0*.wifdom., for -men to caſt they 
cloak over Chriſt & their profeſſion , as if \iChriſt weretiphep 
goods, & duſt nor beavouched,, though this be reputed api,ge 
of policy ; yer God eſtemecthſuch men to be bur Srare- fgol-.g 
Court-gook<,whar cyer thcy ar ather Heads of-wit,likero them 
hi ohnt as fince their damnable filence, is the ruinegi 
Chrifts Kingdom, Oh bur it betruchonour , & glory, toe 
the faſt friends of the bridegroom ,» &troown Chriſt's bleeding 
' head, '8chis forſaken cauſe , & to contend legally, . &inthe 
wildom of God for our (weet Lord Jeſus , & his Kingly crow, 
Burl will b-leeye your Lo: will take Chriſtshonour toheart, 
8& bea man in theſtreets (as the propher ſpeaketh) for rhe Lord 
& his truth Tohis rich grace & ſweet preſence, & theever- 
Inſting conſolation of the promiled comforter I recomend yqur 
Lo: & am. 


Aberd. Sept. 7, Your Lo: in lis fireet Lon FF 
1637. Jeſus... S. Re 
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To my Lady Boyd. (49.) 


My Very Honourable £5 Chriſlian Lady. - 
brag mercy & peace be to you : I received yout 
AF letter & am well pleafed thar your thoughts of Chuiſ 
Kay with you, & that your purpoſe ſtill is , by all 
means to take the Kingdom of heaven by Violence, 
which js no fanall conqueſt, 'and it is a degree ot 
watchfulneſs & thankfulgels alſo , ro obſerye fleepinels & 
: | UD- 


ay the 
th the 
Where 
land, 
ug 
SUULE 
of the 
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unthankfulnef: we have pd cauſe to complain of falſe 
live char player thethicf , & ſtealeth away-thclaurern when 
it cometh ro theprafticeof conſtant walking with God: aur 
journey 15 ren tunes aday broken in ten pieces y Chriſt getterh 
but onely broken & halfed and tired'work: of us, &-alas too 
en ag 10ſt rhe ar. 'Thave been ſomewhar neerct the bride- 
#room , bur when Edraw mgh ,-& ſeemy vitenels;, forshame 
[vould be ont of hispreſence again , -bur yer defire of his foul« 
rrehing love, puteth blaching-me nader anarreſt, - O-what 
#1; foloarkfom a burden offin , to ftznd befidefiich abeautt- 
fd holy Lord, ach an high & loſty one who inhabireth erer- 
dy? bur fince it pteaſerh Chriſt to condefcend to ſuch arvone as 
me, let þxmef3-:ene(5 be 1:1d afide; & lofe it (elf in his con- 
&{cending love.” Iwould heartily be! content to keep a cor- 
ter of rhe Kings halt: Oh if I were at the yonder/ end of 
gy weak detires 5 thenshould 1 be where Chriltt my Lord, & 
yer, hives '& retons, there I should be everlattingly folaced: 
viththe fight of his face, & fatisfied with rhe ſurpathng ſweete 


J iff of his matchleſs love 2 Bur truly now I ſtand 1n the-ne- 


therfide of my deſires, & witha drowping head,& panting heart, 
Hook up tofair Feſas ſtanding a far off from us, while cortup- 
ton & death-shall ſcour & ns the body of clay,&rot out-the 
bones bf the old man offin: Inthe mean time we are bleffod 
nſendingword to the beloved, that we love to love hin, and 


till then therets joy in wooing, ſuiting, lying about his houſe , 


boking in at the windows & {ending a poor fouls groans & 
mihes thorowa hole of the door to Jeſus , till God fend a glad 
meeting : And bleſſed be Ged thar after alow-ebbe, & ſo ſad. 
zword Lord Jeſs zt x5 lon ſince 1 ſaw thee, Thateven then, our 
vings are growing & the abſence of {wecr Jeſus breedeth a new 
ſeece of detires & longings forhim : I know no man hath a vel- 
ret croſs, but the crufs is made of that which God will have its 
But verily howbeir it be no warzantable marker, to buy acroſs ; 
yet Idare not ſay , O that I bad liberty to fell Chritts crots , 
eſt therewith allo I ;hould ſell joy , comfort, ſenſe of love , 
patience & the kind viſits ofa bridegroom : And therefore ble:- 
5d be God » we getjcrofles unboughr & good cheap, Sree |, 
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( 94-) 
ay, it were hetter to buy crofles for Chriſt ; then to ſell them; 
howbeir neither be allowed ro us : And for Chriſt's joyfull com. 


190 , & going which your La: ſpeaketh of, I bear with it, a Þ ++ 
love cau pernut: irshould be enough to me, if I were wile, Þ 
j Me” HOW ; 41fe 2 : Eo. 
toat Chrilt will have joy & ſorrow haltecs of the lite of th; Þþ : 
fzutz, andthat eachof trh?m should have a $hare of ou Þ : 
day<s, as the night and theday are kindly partners and half. Þ 


ers of Time, and take it up betwixt them : Bur if forroy 
be rhe grecvicft halter of our dayes here, I know joy 's da 


Sha}! dawn, 8& doc more then recompente all our ſad hows; 


pre 


Let my Lord Jelus (tince he will doe ſo) weave my bit Þ\ 
and fpan-length of time, with white & black, welland Þj: 
woe, with the bridoroom?s coming and his {ad dcyarture, as Þ ys 
warp & woot in one web, & lct the roſe beneighboured Þþ 6 


wiih the thora , yet hope ( that maketh not ashamed } 
hath written a letter and lines of hope to the moutners in 
Zion , thar it shall not be long ſo: , when we are over the 
water Chriit $6all cry down crolles and up heaven for eyer. 
more, & down hell & down death, & down tin, & down 
ſorrow , & up glory , up life , up joy for evermore ; In 
thi; hope I fleep quietly in Chriſt's boſome , while he come 
w:0 1s not ſlack ; & would ſleep ſo , were ir not , that the 
noifc of thedevil , & Sin's feet, & thecrycs of an unb:leeys 
ing heart awaken me; bur for the pr. ſcat I havenothing 
whereof Ican accuſe Chriſt's crols. Oh if I could plzaſe my 
ſclf in Chriſt onely ! I hope Madam your Sons will improye 
their power for Jeſus, for there is no danger , n-ither is 
there any queſtion or juſtling berwixt Chriſt & Authority ; 
though our enemies falfly ſtare the queſtion , as if Chriſt 
and Authority could not abideunder one roof ; the queſ- 
tion oncly is betwixt Chriſt and men in Authority : Autho- 
rity 15 for & from Chriſt, & fib to him ; how then can he 
make a plza with it: Nay the truth is, wormes & Gods of 
clay , are riſen up againſt Chriſt. If the fruit of your La: 
Womb be help:rs of Chriſt, ye have good ground to rejoyce 
in God. All your La: can expect for your goodwill to 
me & my Brother {2 wronged ſtranger for Clhiilt) is, the 
5 Prayers 
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. prayers of a priforet of Teſus ,,, to. whom I, recommend Four 


th 
our Þ 5 


La: & houſe & children., &in whom iam: MADAM, 
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To the Lady Culroſs. (41) 


od 


b 


-_- 


M4D 4 M. 


| FARace, mercy & peace be to you: Idarenot ſay I wonder 
| LJ that yc have never written to me in my bonds , becauſe 
| Latifnot ignorant of t 
IN |; 


he cauſc;* yer I could not but writers 


you: -' I know not whether joy or heayinefs in my foul cartt- 


| hit away ; ſorrow without any mixture of ſweetneſs, hth 
| n{t often love-thoughrs of Chriſt, bur I ſec thedevil can tall- 


| hit himfelf & ride his errands upon the thoughts of a poor op= 
prelied priſoner. 1 am woethat Iam makirg Chriſt my un= 
friend by ſeeking pleas againſt him, becauſe I am thc fiiſkt inthe 


Kingdom pur 'to utter filence, & becauſe I cannotpreach my |. 
Lord's 'richteouſnels 1n the Oreat CONgregatlo; : I amnet-; 


withſtanding; the leſs ſolicitcus how it goe , if there be. nor 
wiath in my cp, But I know, I buc claw my wounds when ray 
_ hath forbidden me: I would belecyc in the dark upon 


ST-Y 


this, that in my fever my Phyfician 13 ar my bed- i:de, & that 
le (ymparkizerh with me when I £gh. My berrewea kouſe, 
& another man's bed & fire-fide & cther loſes have roreom 
1s my ſorrow , a greater hear to cat out a leſs fue, is 4 gocd 
remedie for fome burning . I beleeve when Chiit diawerh 
blood he hath 5:2] ro cut the right veine& that hekarh taken 
the whole ordering and Giipoling of my ludciings, Tet 
him tutcur 'me, & turour my croſies as he rhiukeitt good , 
there is no dancer nor hazard in follewing fack a guide; 
lowbeit he should lead me through hell, if1 could put futh tore- 


noſt>&fill the fieldwith a quier on-watting,&bclecying to {cerhe 


9 CD 
ration of God, I know Chriit is not ©bliged rolcr mae the both 
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nek's head, & rake my kazird of Chiift's goouwili & reſt..on.. 
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\ TI, can ſez thorow it Chrifts fair face and heaven , inf 


(96) 
the ſides of my croſs, 8 turnit over & over, that I may ſee ali; 
My faith is richer to live upon credit, & Chriſt's borrowed-mo. 
Rey then to-have much in my hand. Alas-I have forgwren tha 
faith intimes paitharthiRoppeda lekin my crazed.barke, & hat 
filled my failes wich a fair wind : I ſeeita work of God that exye. 
riences arealloit, when ſummonds of improbation,ro prove on 
Chuters of Chriſt ro-be-countertit,are raved againit poor ſoul 
1:2 their heavietrials:out ler mebe a finner,& worle then rhe chic 
o: tinners, yea a'guilry devil, -I am ture my welveloved is God, Þ| pr. 
& when Iſ2y Chriſt is God, & my Chriſt is God, [ have faidallſ in 
thiags, can 'fiynomore: I- would I could build as muck} 0 
on this, 7zy Chrit zs God, as it would bear, I mighr lay allthe] I: 
worid upon it; -I am ſure Chriſt watried, and untaken Cl 
u> 11 the power of his Iov?, Kindnefs, mercies, goodneſs, 
witiom,lo..g-fuffering & greatnefs, 1s the rock that dim-fight. 
ed travellers dash their foot againſt, & ſo ſtumble fearfally, 
Burt my wounds are foreſt, & pain me mokt, ro ſiu agathit hy 

love, & hi; mercy, & ifhe would fer me & my conſcience by rh 
ears together & reſolve not to rid the plea, but I:t us deal ith 
tvixt us; my ſpitting upon the Fair facz of Chrift'slove, - & fic 
<2s , by my Jealoutic: , unbelief , and dowibring*wouldk 
enough to tink me. O!, oh, Iam convinced O Lord;-T Rakt 
dumy before thee for this : Let me be mine' own Judge 
this, ad I take a dreadfull doom upon' nie -for"it) 
for I till misbelecve , though I haye [cen that my Lot 
hath madc my croſs, as if it were all Cryſtal , ſo % 


raat God hath honoured a lump of finfull flech ard blow 
the lize of me 4 to be Chriſt's honou;able Lord - priſon, 
I ought to eſteem the walls of the cheeves-hole(if Iwere shut tþ 
in it )or any ſtinxing dungeon, allhung with tapeſtrie, & mot 
beautifull for ney Lord Jcfus, & yet I am nor fochur vp, bi 
that the {an shinzth upon my priſon , & the fuir wide heaven 
th: covering of it. But my Lord in his ſweet vifits harh don? 
mc 4 for he maks mefinde that he will be a confined priſoner; 
with m2; helicth down, &ritcth up with m2, when I figh, hr 
fzicrch : Wacn 1 weep, he ſaifcroth with mo; 61 couteli 
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eteis the bleſſed iſſue of my ſufferings already begun , that 
my hearr is filled with hunger & delice, ro haye him gloriticd 
in my ſufferings . BleiTzd ye of the Lord, Madam, if ye 

would help a poor Dyvour, & cauſe others of your acquain- 
rance in Ch:iſt help me, ropay my debt of love, even reall 

praiſes ro Cariſt my Lord, Madam let me chargeyou in the 
Lord, as ye willanſwerto him , help m2 1n thts duty [ which 

hehath tyed adour my neck with a chain of ſuch fingular ex- 

preſſions 0th; loving kindneſs } toſer on high Chriſt, ro hold 
mnmy aoneſty at his hands, for I have nothing ro give him. 

Othat he would arreſt 8: compriſe my love & my hearr for all ! 

[apa Dyvour who haveno'more free goods in the world. for 
Chriſt , ſive that, it 15 both the whole heritage I have & all my 

movabics beiides: Lord give chethirity m2n a drink. Oh to be 0= 
rerthe ears inthe well! Oh to be ſwattering, & ſwimming over 
head & cars1n Chrilt's love ! I would not have Chriſt's love 
mering in me, but T would enter intoir, & be ſwallowed up 
of thar love. Bur I fee nox my (elf here, forl fear I make 
morcot his loverhen of him&!f; whereas him(cIf is far beyond 
& much better then his loye, Oh if T had my fintull armes filled 
vith that lovely one Chriſt! Bleſſed be my rich Lord Jeſus 
yho ſenctet? not away beggers froin his houſe with a room 
ih, H< Alleth the vellils of ach as will come & ſeek: We 
mighc beg our ſelves rich , [ ifwe were wiſe, } if we could but 
bold 0:27 our withered hands to Chriſt, & learn tofuir, & 
ſex, ask2, & knock. I ow my falvation for ChrifPs glory , 
lowit to Chriſt, & defire that may hell , yeaa new hell, fe- 
ve ries hotrer then the old hell, might buy praiſes before 
menand Angels ro my Lord juz; providing alwayes I were 
free of Chriftts hatred & difpleaſure, Vhat am I to be forteit- 


ed& {old infonl & body, tohave my great & royall King fer 
onhiglh, and excolled above ail} O if Lknew how high to 


have kim or, & all the world far, far beneath vohe toles of his 
ſect ! Nay Idefervs not r»b2the matter of his praiſes , fac 


k& to bean agent ih praitins of him . Bit hecan win hi; own ' 


olory our of m2, &ourt of one worie then I [ if any ſuch be] 


V . . o 
Fitpleaſe his holy Majefty orodoz; heknowerh thacT am nor 
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have the prayers & bleſſing of him that is ſeparated from kis 
Brethren, Grace , Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Junc 15. T 0::r own 42 his ſwces 
I637. Lerd leſus, SK 
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To the Earle of Cafſills. 
Ay very Xuvle EO kaneravle Lord. (42) 


make bold {our of the honourable & Chriſtian report I hear 
LF your Lo: having no other thing roſay, butrthar which 
concerncth the honourable cauſe, whichthe Lord hath cnabled 
your Lo: to prok fic) to WIC thts.thatit is your Lo: crow!:,your 
glory, &your honour tofct your shoulder under theLords gloty, 
now falling to the ground; & to back Chriſt now , whenfo 
maBy tiinxIit wildom to Ict him tend for himfelf; the chield; 
of thecaith everdid, & doe fill belecye, that Chriſtis a cum- 
berfom neighbour, & that it 1s apainto hold up his yed's, & 
nay's: Tucy frarketake roar ciartorts,, & their crownes, & 
their honouz , from them ; bur my Lord ſtandeth 1n need of 
none of tiem all: Buri 1; your olory ro own Chriſt & hts bu- 
nad truck, for let mes lay whar they pieaſe, theplea with Siou's 
Enwamics 1n this day of Jacolz, trouble, 13, 1f Clift shouldie 
Kirg, © no mozti ſycak limes bur te: ? It concernerh the 
appic of Chriit's eye, & kis royall ptviledges, what now 15de- 
bated; & Chiift's Kingly zonour is come to yea , & Nay : But 
let mc bepargo:cd my; y {e475 Neve. Lordto beſecch you Dy 
the mercies of God,, by the comfo:rs' of rhe Spirit , by the 
wounds cf your dear Saviour, by your compearance before 
the Judge of quick & dead ; ro ſtand for Chriſt, and to 
back him. Oh 1f the Nobizs had done their part , & been 
zealous for the Lord it had nor been as it is now ; but men 
" think it wiſdom to ſtard betide Chriſt, trill his. head be 
broken, & ting dumb. there is a time coming when Chr 
will have a thick court & he will b. the glory of Scorland, 
& he Stall cake a Giadem, a carlnd, a feal upon his heart 
a ring 


now flattering him. Madam er me have yourprayers, as ye 
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| Yogr Lo: $hall hawe no shame of. 


99: 


2ring 0n kis finger , of F theſe; who have avouched him before 
Howbcir cre that come, wrath 


Ihavecauſe 
ro write this to your Lo: for I darenor co. ccal "Rs kindneſs to 


Who hach more 


this Aichlcfſ &cner ration: 
from the Lord is ordained for this land. My Lord, 
the ſoul of an afflicted, exiled priloner : : 


cauſe xo boaſt 1n the Led then ſuch a finn 


eras [* Whoam 


faſted with the coalolarions of Chit , & have nopain in my 
ſuftectugs > bur the patn of ſou! _Reknefs oflove for Chrit, & 
ſorrow that I canvor get help to found aloud rhe high praiſes 


of him whohkar! 1 heard che aghing of the priſoner , %is con- 


rent to lay thehead of his Opps eilzd ſervant 14 i11s boſome, under 


Ms chinnc , &ler him feel rhe ſinell of tis gArmicites. This 1 
behooved ro. write that your Lo: ngar know , Chriſt 1; as 


900 &d as he 1s calidd, &rtoteſtihe to your Lo: the cauſe row 
LG profeilerh Pas this Aithlef; wo: ld is Chis: 
Grace be with y cu. 
Aberd. 

; 162 7, 


March. 172. Tozer Lo: oviz;ed SXvant 
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To the much honouved 
+. 6-MN O SB U R MM 
Proveit 9 f Ayr. 


Much hononred Sw, (43). 

N Rraze mercy , & peace be to you ; Upon our ſinall ac- 
LF quatarance & the ood Ii port L hear of you , Icouidnor 
bic write ro you : I kave notti. ag tolay, boy Ciarilt 1 12 thac 
bonou:abic place lic hath put you 1, hath ineri&cad you witha 
wr, pledoc which 1 is his own glo:y ; - & hath armed you with 
kslvord to ke op tlc a ans account ofir toSod. 
Re not af aid o5 15.5 5 Y OUS Miter Can inowedown his enemics8 
make wich -xed ba y oi Tait os /S1$.YOUF time will not be long; af- 
[ct your aft: 01 ery We TW LOUIS Y« Our evening,&afrer Cyenng aighe: 
fave C ry: t, b. tl: Hl erhls caule be your cauſe; ;TIVE not an hair 
bccadth of rift away, for ics nor your: burGog'>: then, finc 
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ve are going take Chriſt's — with you out of thi 
life, Well doxe cood E9 fothfull ſervant . His well don 
is worth a shiplull of Good - dayes & earthly honours, I hay: 
cauſe to fay this, becauſe Þ finde him truth ir ſelf; In my 
ſad dayes , Chriſt laugheth cheerfully & faith , 41! will þ 


xell. Would roGod,a!l this Kingdom,8 ye,& all that knowGdd, 
knew, what is betwixt me &Chriſt in this priſon, what kiſlss, 


embracements , & love-communings: I take his croſs in my 
armes with joy, I blfleir, Iregoyce inir: ſuffering for Chrit 
is my garland ; I would not exchange Chriſt for ren thouſand 
worlds ; nay [if the compariſon could ſtand ] I would not 
exchange Chriſt with heaven. 61x, pray ſor me, & the prayer 
& blcſſing of a. priſcner of Chriſt mcet you 1a all your ſtraits, 
Gracebe with you. 

Aberd. March. 14, Yowrs mm Chriſt eſuki 

1637. Lexrd. S.R. 
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To ROBERT GORDON 
Bailiff of Ayr. 


. Wortcy Sv. (44) 
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Race, mercy & peace beto you: I long to hear from you 

F inpaper. Remember your Cheif*s ſpeechcs on his death. 
bed: I1pray your 3 feil 1. & buy thepearle; rime will cut you 
from this xyorla?s glory: Look what will doe you good., wit! 
your glciſe shall be run our, & let Chrift's love bear moit cout 
1nyourfſoul, & that court will bear down the love of orket 
things: Ch:iſt{cekert your help in your place , give himyour 
hand: Who hath more cauſe to CNCOUrage others to own Chrif 
then I have? for kc hath mede me {ick of love & leſt mcin pair 
to wrefile with his love, & love is liketo fall a fwoon thiough þ1 
ab (:nce: I mean not that he deſerteth me, or that 1 am ebb! 
of comforts, butthisis an uncourth pain. Oh that I had a hean 
- &alove ro render to him back again ! O if principalirics% 
' powers , thrones & daminions & all the world , would help me 
t0 
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topraile. Praiſe him in my behalf Remember my love to 


vour wife. Ithankyou moſt kindly for your toveto my bro 


' er. Gracebe with you, 


Abecd. March, 13. , Yours m bss ſwect Lord 
16 37. Jeſs. S. Re 
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To JOHN KENNEDY, 
:  Batlifje of Agr. (45) 


Race, mercy and pzacebeunto you: Your nor writing 

J come, cannot binde meup from rzmem>Sring you now 

& ren, thar at leaſt ye may ba witncls & a third man, to be- 
hold in paper whit is betwixt Chriit &: me, I was in his eyes 
like a young Orphan , wanting known parents , caiten out :n 
the open fields ; either Chriit behooved to take rac up, & to 
bring me home to his houſe and fire-lide, elſe I had dycd in the 
hclds: & now, 1 am homly with Chriſt's love, fo that I 
think the houſe mine own , & the maſter ofthe houſe ratne al- 
ſo, Chriſt enquired not wien he beganto love me , whether 
was fair, or black, &ſun-ournt? love taleth whatir may 
have. Heloved me before this timeI know , but now Ihave 
th: flower ofhi; love, his love is come to a fair bloom, like 
ayoung role opened up out of the green leaycs, & it caiteth a 
ſtrong & fragrant ſinell, I want nothing bur ways of exprel(- 
ling Chrift's love: A fill veſſel would havea vent. Oifl could 
ſmoke our & caſt out coales to make a firein maay breſts of this 
land | Oh it 1s a pity that there were ndt many impriſon- 
« for Chriſt , for no other purpole, but to write books & 
love-ſpngs of the love of Chriſt. This love would keep all 
created tongues of men & Angels inexerciſe , & bufie , night 
& day to ſpzak of it. Alas I canſpeak nothing of it, bur 
wonder. at three-things in his love, Firſt,. Freedome. O 
t1at lumps of fin shoutd ger ſuch love for nothing. Se=- 
condly, The Sweerneſs of hi; love, [ ove overcither to ſpeak 


or wigte af it , but theſe that feel it may berter bear wirnels 


G 3 What 


( 102.) 
Whar it is: but it is ſo ſ\vect that next to Chriſt himſ.if not! ng 
caninatch ar : nay | 1 thinka foul cou'd live etcinalty bl fled one 


ly on Chri-i's love J & fd p01 no other thing : yea when, 


Chriit in love olyer; 1 a blow, 1t doeth afoul zood, Tit Is a xind; 
of comforr & joy toit, tocetacuff with the lovely , ſeer; & 
foft h hand oY lis. And Lardly , what power 6: firengrh 1:in 


his loye# Iam perf aded 1t Can C1 gin ſt.ep hill, & hell upon 
It vhs. & ſwim t} 1rcu.. h the water &notdro'n, & fin in 


the fire & fin ndenopata, & iacaph in "A prifous, {orrows, 
exile, diſyrace, &laugn & reoycein death. Oh fora yeer's 
I-aſe FF rhet oulbotins love wichourd clouc, ro try what Chriſt 
b5 ' Oh for rhe coiwing of the bridegroom ! ON wh n will 
ceethe bridegroom & the bride mect in the clouds & kiff- each 
other ! Oh wioen will we cet our day & Or hearts £21 ofha 
love | Chiſfit were Lawfull ro comp! ain of the famine, &: want 
of that love of theimmediar vilion of God! O time, time, 
how dock thou torment theſouls of rhcic that would be fwaks 
lowed up of Ciritt's love, becaule thou moveſt {0 fowiv ! Oh 
if he would p1rv a poor Pp: tioner , & blow love pon me, g vive 
a priſoner a taſte, or draught of that ( ſurp; Ming {weernels (which 
15 8!o:y a5 1t were begun) to be a confirmation, that Chriſt & 
I* Ball have our fill of ot! 1er for ever | Come hither ©: love of 
Chriſt, that I may Onc? ki{}e ihce before I dic, what + would [ not 
Oiveto: have tine Et lierh | butwixt Chriſt &c me takenout of 
the way that we mig Once meet #[ cannot tink Lu: gt rhcfirſt 
fight I hall Ceofciar mot love ly & fair: eee shall cone 
our of his two :yes & filime with aſtonishmenr, 1 would bur de- 
fireto ſtendat rheurter tide of the gares ofthe new Jeruſalem, 
n look thorow. a hole o:the do: 5M elec Chriſt's face: abor. 
owed vition inthis life would be my borrowed & begunlieaven, 
hte the long , long-loofed for da ay dawn. It is not for 
notinng that 1t 1; ſaid Colo 1. 27. Ckrift in yor..ri'e lope of 
lory. I will be content of 20 pawne of heaven but Chriſt him- 
ſcif; for Chriſt pof{; {1d by faith here is young heaven'& clo- 
ry in the bud : {f T had thar pawne I would bide horning & 
bell both ere 1 gavCcit again. All wehavehere, 1sſcarce he 
picture of ghery : Should not we young bairns long & w_ 
or 
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| (103.) 
forthe expiring of our minority, It were '5e0d to be daily 
begging propines & love-gi:ts , & the bridegroom's fayours, 
&1t wecan doe no more ſeek C:umbs & hungry dinners of 
Chriſt's love, to keep the taſte of heave in our mouth while 
ſupper time. I know 1t is far afternoon and nigh the marriage- 
ſupper of the Lamo, the tables covered already. O welbe- 
loved run, run faſt i O fair day when wiPr thou dawn ! O 
chaddows flee away ! I think ixope & love woven thorow 
other, make our abſence from Carilt ſpirituall torment: Ir 
54paia to wait on, bur hope that ma<eti not ac-hamed ſwallow- 
«h up that. pat1. Ir 1s not untindneſs that Keepcth Chrift 
&u; {o long afunder. Waat can I fayto Chriſt's love? I 
thiak morethen 1 can ſay: To conſider taat when my Lord 
Jelus may take the air [1f I mayfo ſpcak) & &g92 abroad; 
yet howill be confined & kvcep the priſon with me: but 1n all 
thisſyeet communion with him what am Ito be thanked, for 
lam but aſuff-rec, wherher I will or not ke will bs kind to 
me, as if he haddeiizd my guiltinzfs ro make him unkind, fo 
he beareth in his love on m2. Herel die with wondering , 
that juſtice hindererh nor love; for there are non? in hellnor 
out of hell, more unworthy of Chriſt's love. Shame may Con. 
found and ſcar me, once to hold up my black mourk, to receive 
oneof Chriſt*s undeferved kiſſes , If my inner-fide wererurn- 
«dout, &all men ſuy my vileneſs, they would fayto me, 
Itis 45';ame for theero ſtand fill, while C:rift keſs thee ES em- 
brace thee : It would ſeem to become me rathcrto run away 
from hi love, as achamedat my own unworthineſs, Nay I 
may think shame to take heaven , whohaveſo higly provoked 
my Lord Jeſus: Bur ſeeing Chriſt's love will shame me, I 
am content to be sham:d. My deficeis that my Lord would 
ive me bronder & devper thoughts, to feed my ſelf with won- 
derivg at his love: I would I could wcighirt, bur I have no 
balanee for ir. When I have worn my rougue tothe ſtump in 
praiſing of Chriſt, I have done nothing to him, I muit let him a= 
lone, for my withered armes willnor goe abour his high, wide, 
long and broad love:. - What remaineth then, bur that my 


dbrto the loye of Chriſt lie unpaid for all erernity. Allthar 
: 23 G4 are 


104. 

are in heayen are black sham'd with his love as well ac I, we 
muſt all be Dyvours rogether , & theblefſing of that houſe- ful, 
or hcaven-full of Dyvours, shall reſt for ever upon him. Of 
this Land &Nation would come & ſtand befide h14 inconceivable 
& glorious perkcQons, & lookin, & love, & wonder, & adore! 
would to God I could bring 1n many loversto Chriſt's houſe! 
But this Nation hath forſaken the fountain of living waters, Lord 
caſt not water on Scotland's coal. Woe, woe-will beto this 
Land, becatlſe of the dav of the Lord's fierce anger thatis fofaſt 
coming. Grace be with you, 


Abetrd. Y ous aſfeci.onat Bro7i:cr 42 04 
| Lord leſwr, S. BR. 


To JOHN KENNEDY 
Bailiffe of Ayr. 
Wortny £5 Deay Brother. (46) 


Race, mercy & peacebetoyou: Ilong to fce you in this 
Nottherne world in paper ; I know it is not forgerfulnels 

that ye write not: Iamevery way in good cafe both in ſfonl & 
body , all honour & glory beto my Lord; I want notl.ing but 
a furthcr revelation of the heauty of the unknown Son of God, 
Ficher I know not what Chriſtianity 1s, or we have ſtinted a mea- 
ſure of ſo many ounce waghts, & no moreupon holineſs, & 
there weareat afiay, drawing our breath all ourlife : a mode- 
ration in God's way, now, 15 much in requeſt, I profes] 
havencver taken pains to finde out him whom my ſoul loveth, 
rhere 1s 4 gate ycr of finding out Chriſt, that I have never liglted 
upon. OhitIcould finde rout ! Alashow ſoonarc we pleaſed 
with our own chaddow in a glaſs! It were good ro be begin- 
ning in ſ2d earneſt rofinde our God , & to ſeek the right tread 
of Chriſt; time, cuſtome, & a good opinion of ourſelycs, 
- pur good meaning , & onr lazic defires, our fair chowes , & 
the world's gliſtering luſtres , & theſe broad paſſements & bus- 
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ings ofreligion , that bear bulk 12 re Kirk. is tht wherewith 
moſt atisfie + 9949 Ig duta Watered bed with rcars-4 61y tHroat 
with praying , Cycs a fountain o* ecears for ri22 fins of the land 
O): if we coui2 know thepower 
of goditac is! This 15 one patt 0: my caſe, & an other ts, that 
| Ike a tool once _—_ oned Chriſt for unkindnels, & come 
& uaconftancy , becauſe he world haye 
& had caton me out of 
tis was bur 
vitzmes I 


nomore of my ſervice nor pry; 
thelnnerttance ofthe Lord: res APY OW , 
2 bought pic lea, & FL was a 1001 5 yer he bath bor 


4 
gave tum a fair adyantage again [if rae , bur love & mercy woutd 
not let him taleit: & the trnthi is, now he hath cluded himiclf 


fricnds vith me, 8& lathtaxen away rhe mas: , & hath renewed 


| his wounted fayourin ſuc; 2 4 manicr, th ar ho hath p2id me my 


hundred-fold in this life ; & onetothe hundred, Thi piifonts 
my banquering houſe, I ain handled as Uonry & cclicatly as a 
dired childe : 1am rocthing behinae ([ fe) with Chrift, hecan 
inamoncth make up a yeers sloſf's $ :& wad thistovou, that 
[may entreat, nay , adjure & charge you, by thelove of our 
webeloved to help meto raiſe, & ro tell all Y cur Chriftian 2c- 
quaintancetrohijp me, iorlam as accp;y drowved in his d- br, 
as any Dyvour can be: & yet 13 this fir tun- nah | hav2 {ome- 
thi:g ro kcep me from ſtartling, Or being exalted aboye mea. 
ſure, His word is a fire shut up 1:: my bowels, & I a:n wee ry vith 
focbearing ; _ Ps rs in this rown are ſaying ricy shall 
he rk ed intolci; bounos,, becauſer New { zz Cod 
wth me: my mot Wer hath born me a man ofcorertion, one 
that riverh with the whole earth. Thulare ' WrOngs & Oppreite 
ons don? to my brother keep 11 ny { {ri;Jow ; yet l ache crofies ro 
embarke me 11 ſuch a pleaagainft Chil ift, as I was troub!= 
ed with oflate: [ hope twoverhope & overdelceve my troubles : 
I havecas{cnow torruf Chit? projmte, mor erhen 11s gloom, 
Remember my hearty affection t to your wite, My foul is grieved 
for the ſucccs of our brethrens journey to New- England, bur 
God hath ſomewhar to reveal thar we ſee not, Graccbewith 
_ Pray for thepriſoner. 
berd, Jart 1.163% Yourggzhis only Li deſu, SAR» 
Fg 
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FE  _{(e6] 
To» MARGARET BALANTINE. 


MISTRESS. T7 } 


Ln , mercy & peace be urto you: TItis more then time 


that I should have wrirteri royou, butit is yer good time, 

if 1 could help your foul ro mend your pace, & to Joe more 

ſwi tly to your heavenly countrcy ; for truly ye have ncedto 

make all haſte, becauſe rhe inch of your day that remaincth 

will quickly flip avay , for whether we ſleep or wake our olaf 

runncth, the tide videth no man: Beware of a begutte tathe 

matter ot your ſalvation: woe, woe forcyermore to them that 

loſe that prize, for what 1s behinde when the ſoul is oncelot; 

bur that tinners warme their Lits of clay-houſes at a fire of their 

own kindling for a day or rwo , which doerh rather ſuffocar 
with ir's ſmoke then warme them, & at length they licdown 

1n forrow & are clothed with everlaſting shame, + Iwould ſeek 

no further meaſure of faith ro begin withall, then ro belzeye 
really , & ſtedfaſtly the dofrine of God*s Juſtice , his all-de- 
vouring wrath & everlaſting burning, where finners are burnt 
ſoul & body ina river & great lake of fire & brimſtone : Then 
they would wish no more goods but the thouſand part of acold 
fountain wcll to coole their tron gue, they would then buy death 
with enduring of pain & rorment for as many yeers,as:God hath 
creatcd drovs of rain fincethe creation: but there 1s no market in 
buying or felling life or death there Oh alas the greateſt part of 
this world run to the place of tat torment rejoycing &dancing, 
eating, drinking & fleeping! my counſel to you is, that ye ſtart 
in time tobeafter Chriſt ; for if ye goequickly, Chriſt is not 
far beforeyou : Yeshall overtake him. O Lord God , what 
15 ſo needful] a; this, ſavarron, ſalvation : Ficupon this con- 
demned 8 foolish world that will cive fo little for ſalvation. 
Oh, if there werea f:ce market of falyatian proclaimed in that 
day wacn the trumpet of God shall awake the dead, how many 
buyers would be then? God'end me no more happineſs bat 
that ialvation which the blinde world [ to their eternall woe] 
ictteth flip through their fingers: Therefore look if ye can give 
| out 


time 
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gur your money [ as Ifa: fpeaxcth 55: 2,7] for bread, & lay 
Chcift & his blood 1n wallet for heaven: Itisadry & hungry 


| Chriſt and your ſoul mer together : 


| had never a wearied night for the want of him: 


b:irn's-part of goods, that Eſau's arehunting for here: 1 tte 
thouſands following the chaſe and in thep ufuir of fuck things, 
while in the mean tune they loſe the bleflizg , & when ail is dd 
they have caug' ht nothing to roſt for {upper , but liedown 
hungry; & behdest! 1ey £0. rothcr bea [waienthoy die] with=- 
out a candie, for God faith rothem , Ifa: 50:21. Zhis ball ye 
have at my it -d , ve sh,a1i lie down 17: - ſoyr ow : And truly thus 15 as 
il made a bed ro he upon , 'as one could wish ; for he can- 
not ſleep fout ly nor reſt ſweetly wio hath forrow for his 
low . Rouze, ' rouze up th terefore your foul, & {pier how 
Tam ure they never g 
Chritt who were not LAOS, 3 at the voik of the hcart for him: 
tooroo many whole ſouls think r] they have met with Chriſt who 
Bur alas, 
what richer are men that tacy dreamed thelaft night rREEAE 
much gold , & when they awoke in the morning they found 
It was but a dream? what areallthefinners 1n the worldi in thar 
day when heaven & cath sball goe up in aflameof fire, but a 
number of beguiled dreamers? every one shall fay of We. ny 
ng & his conqueſt. Eci9id ir was a dream, Every Man inthat 
day will tel] is dream. I beſcee 1 you in the Lord Jeſus, beware, 
beware ofunſound w ork in the marter of your falyation,ye may 
not, ye capnot,ye dow not want Chriſt: then after rhis day COn- 
veen all your lovers before« ons ſoul, & oivethem thr leave,& 
frike hands with Chrift , that thereafter iferce m; ay Eeno happ!- 
nels to you but Chiiſt, no hunting for any thing but Chriſt, no 
bed at mght (when death COME th) \ bur Chrift ; Chrit, Chiiſt, 
who bur Chriſt, I x00! wv this mach of Chr "i He is notill ro 
b-found , not Lordlv of his love; 


ut God be thanked, TI gave netihiug for Chriſt, & now l 
proteſt before nien & Angels Chriſt cannot be exchanged, 
Chriſt cannot be. {611 , Chriſt cannot be w 'eighed : 
vouid Ancelsor all rhe world finde a ballanceto weigh him 


in? All lovers blush w! zen ye ſtand bclide Chrilt , woe M7 
al 


woe hd been mv part of 
it heort, if Chriſt h 1ad made a dainty of himſcifro me 3; 
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(108.) 
all love bur the love of Thrift, H UNICT » hunger for cvermore 
be upon all heavens but Chriſt. Shame, shamec for evermore 
be upon all glory but Chriſt's glory. I crv death, death upon 
all lifes but the life of Chriſt, O whar 15 tt that holderth usalun. 
der! O that once? we couid have a fair mecting. Tus recom. 
mending Chrilt ro you, and you to him tor evermore : Lreft, 
Grace be with you. 


Ab:rd. 1637. Yoar's im hes ſweet Lijd 
Jeſus. S- 


To JONET KENNEDY. 


Loving E9 Der Sifley, (48) 


Race, mercy and peace be uuvto you ; I reccyed your 

F letter: Iknow the favour of Chriſt in you ( thar the vir- 
gins loyc to follow) cannot be blowen away with winds either 
from hell , or the <vil ſmelled air of this polluted werld: Sit 
for aback from the walls of this peſt-houſe, even the pollurions 
of thi; defiling world. Keep your taſte , yeur love and 
hope in heaven, 1t's not good your love & your Lord should be 
intwo ſundry countreys. Up, upafteryour lover, that ye& 
he may betogether. A King from heaven hath ſear for you, 
by faith he sheweth you the new Jeruſalem , & raketh you 
along{t in the Spittit thorow all the ceaſe-rooms , & dwelling- 
houſes in hzayen, 8: fouth, All ruſe ave chime, tire palace vs far 
ghee £5 Cirilt, &ityconciy had been the choſen of God, Chritt 
would have built that one houſe for you and himſelf; Now, it 
is for you & many allo: taze with you inyour journey what ye 
may carry with you , your conſcience, faith , hope, paticnce, 
meckneſs, goodneſs, brotherly kindneſs ; for fach wares as theſe 
are of great price in the high & new countrey whether ye goe: 
As for other things, that are bur the world's vanity & 
tra;h, fince they are but the houſe-lweepings , ye hall = 
c 


Nore 
nore 
pon 
(un. 
Om- 


reſt, 


Lord 


(:09.) 
df not to carry them with you, ve » found them here,leave the 
kere, and Ict ther ke: -p the houſe, Your $1 is well turne d, & 
low: be nigh your loc ging a againſt night. We goe,one & one,out 
ofthy5 or eat matket,rillthe rown be enpty, & thetwo lodgings 
Heaven & Hell beflled:; Ar length there will be nothing in | 
thecarth bur room walls & burnt ashes, & thereforeir is beſt to 
maxeaway. Antichrift & his Mater a we bull ic ro plenish Hell, 
&to ſeduce many ; & Stars , great church- lights, are falling 
from heaven , & many are miiled & ſ-duced & mae up witl 
their faith , & (ell their birth-1 ight, by their hungry hunting 
The not what : Faſten (your GT19S faſt upon Chriſt, I 
recily eſtcery 11m the beſt dught : that] have: Heis my feond 
In p:tton , having hin), though my czof5 were as heavieas tin 
mountains of iron ) when he p: atreth kis veer shoulder under 
me & ir, my cro{5 is but a teacher. [ pleaſe my v ff inthe 


choic2 of &hriſt, hets my __ in heaven & earth, I rejoyce 
that he 1; in heaven before me, God fead a joyful mecting ; . & 
inthe mean time rhe es s$ charges for the way, I mean a 
burdey of Chrif®s love to Frecten the journe 25 , & to cncou- 
ragca breathlefs runner, for when I loſe breat bins 7 up the 
mountain, he makech new brearh ;- OW = e very God 
o:peace eſtablizk you to the day of hi: avs DCAFENCE, 


To: 5X 5 The Ls 07477 Lord 


 Aberd. Sept. Jy 
eſis 5 S, R, 
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To MARGARET KELIMR 


2 : 
Aſy Vy Dear &5 woreky Shect , 149) 


(ae Lond, tow pence be to you: Yeare truly bl:Ned of 
the Lord, howevera towre world gloom Ytpoa you, 1: ye 
ay Lone in the fart!) > £700 ed & {et ried & be not moyed away 
tom rhe hope at the 'Golp cl. 1 is ood, thcre isa heaven , 


&: 


OY 


IP Ir Wn Dorn urn Sen or ce WIS own 


(110. ) 


$i [tis nor 2 night dream or a fancy: Itis a wonder that men deny if 
not thar rherels 2 heaven,as they deny thereis 4 way to 1t,but k 


You havelearned of Ch:iſt that there is 2 hea 
content faric - , & contend for Chiitt; bear well 8 ſus. 


INCTIi2S mat 4102 * © 
Ven 5 


mitſivily the hard croſs of this P-mot hcr world, that Got Þ 
Ll confe(s, 1t is hard, & 1 would 


will nor have ro be yours. 
I werz able to eaſe you of your burthca; Bur beleevemg 
tht; world, ſwhich che Lo:d will not have _ be yours] 15 but the 
drofs, thei eff Rs of God's creation , the portion of the 


Lozs poor hired tervants; the moyeables, not rhe herit. a9; 


a hard Done caſtea to the dogs holden out of the new Jceruſalm, 


whiz reupon Lacy ra 2ther been their tecth then ſatisfie rhetr appe- 
1 


tite: Iris your facher” $ blefing, & Chriſt's birrh-rigar, that our 
Lord! is keeping i LOC you; & I pes fade you » Your ſeed allo shall 
inhciir the carth (irchar be good forthem) for chati promilcd 
to them , & Gog': bond is as good and b:rrer then 1 if men would 
gIveevesy 0ac ofthen a bond for thouſand rhouſands, 
was born, crofl.s14 number, meaſure & weight were wfitt-n for 
you,Q your Lord will lead you thorow them: maikeChrilt ſure,$ 
Ti: bieſſings of the earth (hall be at Chris back, I ſee many 
protdors to 2: the fachion follow on , bur rhey at eprofeſlors gf 
olats ;* 1 wouid cauſe a little knocs of perſecution ding themiy 
TWCnty PLCCES , & | o the world should laugh ar the sheards: 
Therefore make falt work , {ze that Chriſt lay th the ground-ſtone 
of you: proffiion, for wind & rain & {peats will not wazha- 
way h1s bt nilding : : lis works have no sho:ter daterhen to Rand 
for EVEFLOce R 
affliction if { had not leanvd my weax back & laid my ' Pr fling 
burthen both upoa the ftone , the foundarion- Ron , Li. CO: E., 
er-{tonclaid ia ZionK% 1 detice never toriſe off thi; ſtone, Now 
= very God of peac< coafirm & eſtablish vou unto the day of 
ch: bleed appearance of Chiiſt Jeſhs. Ged be with YU. 


| Aberd,' Yours 1% his deayefi Lord 


Jeſus - $- 4 
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(111) 
To JAMES BAUTIE. 


Lowrng Brother. (50) 


Race, me:cy & peace be unto you: T reccived your 
lerrer & renders you thanks for the ſame; bur I have nor 


' time to an{wer all the heads of it as the bearer en inform 


you. I, Yedoe wcll to take your {oF at the r12hr ſtor when 


' ye wrong Chriſt by doubting & misbelecf , tor this is to 


nick=natne Chriſt & cerme lim a lac, which being ſpoxcn to 


iz 


- ourPrince would bz hanging or heading , .but Chit hangeth 


not alwayes for treaſon; Itis g00d that he may regiſtrar a dc- 


| kevers bond a hundred rimes, & morerhen (cycnty times 2a day 


have law as 21nft us, & yet he fpareth us #5 & 722472 aoeth bis (om 


Up ' any bo L 

that ſervzh h;xz: Notender hearted mother who may haye law to 
- Lillh-c fucking childe, would pur in execution that law. 2. For 
' yourfailings even when ye have a fer trylt with Chri.t& when 


yehavea fiir ſecn advantage by keeping your appotnrment with 
him, & Salyation cometh to the very pailing of rhe fcals: I 


would lay two things. 1. Concluded & ſealed Salvarton may 


ooethrough & beend2d, ſuppoſe ye wri:e your name to the tai] 
frhe Covenant with ink that can hardly beread: . Nether 


| think I everany man's Salvation paſted the {cals, bur there was 


an odde trick or flip in ls or more , upon rhe fo patr, who 


is infeſted in heaven: Inthe moſt orave &{rions work ofour 
Salvation, Trhink Chriſt had ever good cauſe ro laugh at our 


hllineſs, & ropur on us his merits, thar we mighr bear weight, 
2. [tisaſweet law ofthe new Covenant , & a priviledge ofthe 
new burgh, that the citizens pay according to their mcans, for 
the new covenant ſaith not {o much obedience by ounce weights 4 
& ao lef under the pun of damnation : Chiiit rakerh as poor 
men may give, where there 1s a mean portion, he 15 content 
with theleſs ; if rherebe ſincerity : broken ſummes. & little 
fecklels obedience will bepardoned , & hold the foot with him : 
know ye not that our kindly Lord retaineth t15 good old heart 
yet? He breaketh not a bruiſed recd nor guenchcth the ſmoak- 
ing flax:buriſrhe wind bloy,he holderh bis haz:ds abour,lit £11] Ie 

11 


wit cazaor pertectly reader a-reaſon, wiry tac wind Should be: 


(112.) 
file t5 « Lan: T11:zLaw comuzh on with three OzeFs, with 
ail tne bet : with a'l the > ſort, £5 with all the whalz fire; 2th: 
& wiere world p90. £5ix3 life you & me furnsl 1 all theſe 

ſumns 2 it ſeaceth m2, (nay it is matt certata} thar if the Pays 
ment were to come: our of our purſe, when we $ouid pur our 


hand tn our biz, we would bring out the wind or worſe 


Bur thu nzw Co mc nant feekerh no: heap mzte no: itented ole. 
diencs as the condition ofit, becauſe torgivenels hath alwaye 
pizcz. Hrace 1 draw rhis concluti fon : To think matters 
berwixe Clutt &us go2 back for want of acaped mzaſure, i; 
apicce of oid Adam's pridz, who would either b2 ac legal pay. 
Moat ornot! 12g : : We would ſtill have God 1n our common 
& bury his kind2cts with our merits; for vegoerly p: ide 15Deviſs. 
honekt , $ blu >erh ro bein Chriit's common, & {carcegvett 
God a grammercy & a ited cap [excepr it be the Phariſees uy. 
lucy God | tha ht ee] ora bowed knee to Chrilt; 1 wil 
O21: 17 givea good- day fora g00d-day again; & if:2e diffzmble 
his kingneſ as ir were 1n jeit-& ſe2em to mis ken it , 1t1ncarnck 
ſpurncth ny the heels% ſnuFerhin the wind, &carmth not much 
tor ChiuOs kindnil;: If he wili nor be Gin ads let him g02, 
faith prid 22. bewar? o© this titer, \ vhon Ch ne oft T2th bim- 
{c]f.* 3, No mu vcll chen of whit (periag 29s, WaActher you be 
in the Covenant by not > For Pride it maker} 1lo0{s work of 
the Coy2nanrt 0<grace , & wiilnot jet Chrilt oe full dargain- 
maxer. To ſpeak toyou particula ul & Shorcily. I. All che 
rruly regen-rared cannor dercriniaatly tvil you rhe meaſure 
of their dcjettio: 21s, b: :caule Ci witt bene Voung with many 
&ſtcaleriinta their heart ere racy WIT 'of chemſilve; &bocomet 
avs ith chem with lircle dia, or 8042 { grant, maiy 
e biind:d in F2707Cg ina good. Ci1g Cap CO Crion, thatne- 
_ colt Cen A tick nig! 1t : Chuiit's phyilcs WIOUSAL ina 
dicam upon them: Bur Br thr, I woma lay ; it other mares 
bz fundr hac Chritt is indeea'come 1, never Mactea plea wit 
bima becauſe he will not anfy 7er Lerd teſus | 3aw C4:nſt 1103 
$2 2 whetier tat door or minaow ?% Naxg hum welcome (1:10: 


heiscom: The wind bloweth wha ic lificch ; all the world" 
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| 'I3. | : 
moneth in the caſt, ſix week _ in theweſt : & the ſpate 
only of an afrernoonin the ſouth ornorth : Ye will not finde 
car all the nicks & ſteps of Chriſt's way with a foul doe what 
xe can; forſometimes he will come in Repping ſotly , like 
cnc walxing befidea fieeping perſon & ſlip ro thedoor, & let 
ac knowho was thore, 2, Ye obje&, the truly regenerat 
chould love God for himſelf; & ye fear that ye love him more 
for his benefits (as inciremenrs & motives toloyehim) then for 
himſelf, I Anſwer, tolove God for hiraſelF as thelaſtend,; & 
alſo for his benefits as incitements & motivesto love him , may: 
ſand well together, as a fon loyeth his morher becauſe she 1s 
kis mother, howbeir she be poor, & he loveth her for an apple 
fo; I hope ye will not fay har benefits are the ontly ceaton 
&botrom of your love; ir cemeth there is a better foundation 
frit: Alwayes if ahole beinir, ſow irupshortly» 3. Ye 
floor ſuch mourning in Chriſt's abſence azye would, I An- 
fyer , that the regenerat mourn at all times, & allin alike mea- 
ſurefor his abſence , I deny: There are differenr degrees 
ofmourning leſs or rgore, as they have leſs 6r more love to him 
& ls or more ſenſe of his abſence : Bur, 1. Seme they 
muſt have. 2, Sometimes they miſs not the Lord, & then 
they cannot mourn, howbet 1t 1s not long ſo: *Arleaſt it is nor 
alwayes ſo. 3. Yechallenge your ſelf chat {ome truthes finde 
more credit whith yourthen others: Yedoe well, for Godis 
true 1n the leaſt as well as inthe greateſt, & he mut b{ ſots 
you: Yemuſt not call him true in the one page of theleaf,, & 
falſe tn the other, for our Lord in all his wrictin gs never contra- 
acted himſelf yet, although the beſt of the recenerat have 
fiypel here, alwayes labour ye to hold your feet, 4. Com- 
paring the cſtate of o5e truly regenerat | whoſc hearr isatem- 
pleto the Holy Ghoſt ] & yours which is full ofuncleannefs 
& corruption ] yeſtand dumb & diſcouraged & dare not ſomes 
times call Ch:iit heaztſomely your own, I Anſwer, the beſt 
regenerat hays their defilements & [ 1f I may ſpeakfo] their 
eraft-pokethar will cloz behinde them all tituir dayes, & waslt" 
a5 they will, there will be filth in their boCm : But let nor 
tals pat you from the well, 2. 1 Anſwer, 2lbcirthere be ſome: 
I PUnges 


| (1714.) | 
- eurcce weights of carnality & ſoweſquintlook, or cyein our 
acck toan idol, ycr love init's own meaſure may be ſound; for 
elory muſt purifie & perfect our loye, it will never till then 
be abſolutiy pure: y<rt if the ido] reign & have the yolx of the 
heart & the keyes of the houſe , & Chriſt onely be made an 
underling to run crra-ds , all is nor right ; therefore exaniine 
well. 3.Thcreis a twefold diſcouragement: one of unbelcef to 
conclude & maxedoubting the conclufion for a motein your 
eye, & a by-loos toan idol, thi: 1511], There is another diſco. 
ragement of ſorrow for fin, when ye finde a by-look to an 
idol: this is good & a matter of thankſgiving , thercfore exa« 
minehere allo, 5. Theoſlurance of elus's love ye ſay would 
be the moſt comfortable newes that ever yc heard: 4zzſ. That 
my ſtop twenty holes, & looſe many objeftions: That loye 
batkrellng in itItrow. Ch thar ye know & felt it asI haye 
done!  Iwish ye a $hare of my feaſt ; ſweet, ſweet hathir 
been to me : If my Lord had not given me his loye, ] 
would have fallen thorow the cauſey ot Aberdeen ere now ; 
Bur for you , hing on, your {caſt is not far off, yeshall befil- 
led ere ye goe, there is as much 1n our Lord's pantry as will 
larisfic all his bairns, & as much winc in his cellar as will quench 
all their thirſt: hunger on, for there i; meat io hungerfor 
Chriſt: Goenever from him , bur fash him [ who yet is pleaſ 
ed with the importunity of hungiy fouls ] witha dish-fullof 
hungry defires ri!l he fill it; & if he d:lay, yet come not ye 
away, albeit ye should falla fwoon at his feet, 7. Ye crave 
my mlade, whether ſound comfort may be found in prayer, 
when convition of a known 1dol is preſent. I anſwer, an 
idol as an idol can not ſtand with ſcund comfort ; for that 
comfort that is gotten at Dagor's fect is a che:t or blea. lummme: 
yet ſound com:ort & conviction of an cye toan idol , may as 
well dwell rog 
noill, Iſpeak it for your encouragement, that ye may make 
the beſt our of your joyes ye can, albeit ye finde them mix- 
ed with motes, 2. Solc conviction , if alone without re- 
morſe and grief, is not enough , therefore lend it a tear 
tf ye dow win at it.; 7. Ye queſtion > when ye win to 
more 


cther , as tears & joy: Burt let this doe you _ 


(115.) 
more fervency ſometim2s with your neighbour in prayer then 
our alone, waether hypocrite beinir, or not? L anſwer , if 


| this be al wayes, no que:t101 af{pice o! hypocrifi- 1; init, which 


wouid be tazen head ro; our pollialy defertion my oe in pri- 


A 


| vat, & preſence ia publicxe , & then the caſe is clear, 2. A 
| firof applauſe may occaiion by accident a rubbing of a cold 


heart & to hear & life may come, bur it is not the proper cauſe 


| of-hatheat : hence God of hus free grace will ride hi; errands 
| upoa OUT ſtinking corruption , bur corruption 1s but a meer 
| occation & accident ; a5 tne playing In a pipe removed anger 
| from riepropher & made him AEvT ro prophelie: 2. Kiog, 3: 
| v.15. 8. Yecomplain of Chritt's shorr vi.its, chat he will 
| not bear you company one night, but when ye lie down warm 

at night , ye riſc cold at morniag. Anſ. [ cannot blame your 
| ſnorauy other wio knowerh that tweer gueſt] ro bemoan his 


withdrawings ,& to be moſt deſirons of his abode & company z 
for he would cptiyat & engage rhe aff:&ion of any creature 
that aw his face : ſincehe looxed on me & gave ms? a fight of 
his fair love, he gained m7 heart wholly, & got away with ir: 
Well, well may he brook it, heshall keepit long erel ferch ir 
from him. Bur [ shalltell you what ye 5hall doe: treat him well, 
oivchim the chair & the board-head, & mike him welcome ra 
the mean portion ye have; a good ſupper & kind entertain=- 
ment makerh the g':eſt love the innzs the better: Yertſome- 


| times Chriſt hath an errand elſewhere, for meer trial, & then 
though ye give him &1nz's.chear he will away ; as 1s clearin de- 
| fertions for meer trial, & not for fin. 9s. Ye ſeek thediffe. 


rence betwixr the morion; of the Spi:it in their leaſt meaſure , 
&the natucal joye; of your own heart. A;2{. as a man cantell 
ithejoy & delight in his wife,as his wiſe, or ifhedelight & joy in 
herfor ſatisfaction of his lyit,bur nating her perſon,&lo loving 
her for her her lzsh & nor grieving when 1il beralicrh her:fo will 
aman's joy ia God , and his who:ish natucall joy b2 diſcover. 
d, if he ſorrow for any thing that may offend thar Lord , 
t will peak the finglenzfs ofhis lovero him. 10. Yea:kethe 
reaſon why ſenſe overcom*th fairh Lf. becauſe ſenſe is more 
murall, & nezr ofkin to our own ſelfih & ſoit nature» Ye 
H 2 as$Ke 


| "TTI6- 

»5ke, iffaith in that eaſe be a Anſ: If it bechaſed awty, 
itis neither ſound nor unſound , becauſe it is not faith ; but 
it might be & was faith before ſenſe did blow out the act of be. 
leeving. Laftly, ye aske what ro doe when promiſes are bory 
in upon you, &ſenſeof impenitency for fins of youth, hindereth 
application. I anſwer ; it it beliving ſenſe, it may ſtand with 
application , &in this calc ,pur to your hand & car your meatin 
God's name: if falſe, ſo that the ins of youth are nor repent- 


ed of, thcn 2s faith & impenitency cannot ſtard together, ſo | 


neither that ſenſe & application can contift, ZProrhey, excuſe 


my brevity , for time icrairneth me, that I ger not my minde | 
ſaid inthe: things , bur muſt refer that to a new occaſion, if | 


God offerit. Brother, Pray for me. Grace be with you, 


Aberd. Y oar's 72 hes deares? Lord 
1637. Jeſus. S. R. 


—-—— cw 


To J[OUN STUART. 
Proyeſt of Ayr , now in Ireland. 


Me; honoured Sir. (51) 


Race, mercy & peace be unto you: Ilong to hear from 

you, being now removed from my flceck & the priſoner 
oi: Cirnft at Abud: I would not have you tothink ir ſtrange 
that your journey to New-England hath gotten ſuch ada; 
It indeed hath made my heart hcavje, yet I know it is nodumb 
providence but a ſpeaking one, whereby our Lord fpeakethus 
minde to you, though for the preſent-yedoe not well under- 
ftand what he ſairh, however it be, he who fitteth upon the 
floods hath showen you his marvellous kindneſs in the great 


- "a . = ©, 
depths: I know your lof. is great & your hope is gone far againſt 
you ; BurT entreat you, Str , expound aright our Lords laying 
an hinderance 1s tke way : I perſwade my ſelf your heart aim- 


ct]: at the footſteps of the flock, to feed belide rhe shepherds rents, 
; | & to 
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(117. 

& ro dwell befide him whom your Up loveth, &thatit1s your 

defire to remain in the wilderneſs where the woman is kept from 

teDrcagon , & this betng. your deſire, remember that a poor 

riſoner of Chriſt ſai-lir ro you, that, Thar miſcarried jour-ey 
2 wita childe to you of m:1cy EI conſolation : ad nal bring forth 

a fair birth, ani tu Lord shall be miduife totebirth ; wait on, 

h: that beleeverh maketh nor haſte, Iſa: 28. ns. Ihopeye 
haye been asktog whar the Lord mean-th & what further may be 
his willin reference to your return : my dear Brother, ler God 

make of you whar he will , he will end all with conſolation , 

&shall make glory out of your ſufferings , & wouldyc wish 

better work : this water was in your way to heaven & written 
in your Lord's book, ye bchoovedro croſs it: &rherefore kiſle 
his wiſe & unerring providerce: Let not rhe cenſures of men, 
who (ce but the our fide of things[& ſcarce weil that] xbatevour 
courage & rejoycingin the Lord , howb.1: your faich ſcerh bur 
theblack ſide of providence, yet it hath a bettzr {ide , & God 
chall let you ſec it. Learn to beleeye Chrift better then his 
ſtrokes,  himfelf& his promiſes better then his gloomes : da5h- 
es & diſappointment: , arenot Canonick ſcripture ; fighting 
for the promiſed land, ſcemed to cry 20God?s promiſe,choulzeſt, If 
our Lord rideupon a ſtraw , his horſe shall neither ſtumble nor 
fall, Rom. 8.28. Forwe know that all things work together for 
good rover toatlove God, Ergo shipwrak, loſſes &c: work ro- 
gether for the good of then that love God; Hence inferre 
that lofles , diſappointments , ill roncuzs , Iofle of friends, 
houſes or countrey , are God's work men ſet on work, to work 
out good to you out of every thing that befalleth you > let 
not the Lord's dealing ſeem harsh , rough , ot unarnerly , 
becauſe it is unpleaſant; when the Lord's blufſed will blowerk 
croſs your defire?, it is beſt in humility ro ſtrike fille ro 
him, and to be willing ro b-led any way our Lord pleaſeth: it is a 
point of denial of your elf, ro beas if ye had not aw/ll, bur had 
made a free dipolition of it to God & had ſold it over to him 
& to make uſe of his will for your'ow, is both tru-holineſs & 
your eaſe & peace: ye kno'y not what the Lordis working our of 


H 2 . bl? , 


(118.) 


this, but ye shall know it hercaiter & what I write to you 


write to your © itz,1 compaſſionat her caſe; but intreat her not ro 
fear or faint, this journcy is apa.t of her wildeinct: to heayen 
& the promiſed land, and there are .ewer miles behinde , itis 
necrer the dawning of the day ro her, then when she went 
out of <cotland: I would be glad to hear that ye & $he haye 
comfort & courage in the Lord. Now as coaccrning cur 
Kuk: Our Sorwce-book is ordained by open proclawation & 
ſound of trumper to be read in ali racKirks of thi; Kingdom; 
OurPrelats are to mcet this moneth for /# & our Ca:07z5,6 fora 
Reconcil;ation beotwixtus & the Litheriazvs, The Profiflors of 
Aberden- Univertitic are charged to draw up the Arrticlcs of an 
Uniiorm Confeſſion: But Reconci'tation wit'2 Popery is intend. 
ed ; this is the day of Jacob's Vitration, the wayes of Zion 
ROUrn , our gold is become dim, the ſun 1s gone down upon 
our Prophets , adiy wind , bur neither to fan nor to cleanſeis 
coming upon this land & all ourill is coming from the mul- 
tiplied rranſercilions of this land and fromthe friends & lover 

of Babel amongſtus, Jer:31: 35. The violence done to me & 
zry flech be upon thee Babylon (ball the mbabitants of Zim fay &© 
my blood upox the inhalita..ts of Caldea hall lcruſalem ſay. 
Now for my ſelf, 1 was three dayes beforethe Hh Comiſſron, 
& accuſed of treaſon preached againſt our King ; A Maniſter 
being witne(; went ell nigh to ſwear it : God hath faved 
me from their malice. 1. They have deprived me of my 
Miniſtery. 2. Silenced me , thatI exerciſe no part of the 
Miniſteriall fynQtion within this Kingdom , under the pain 
of Rebellion, 3. Contincd my perſon within the town of 
Aberden, where | finde the Miniſters working for my confine 
ment in CaitinejJe or Orkzay far from them ': becauſe ſome 
p<ople here (willing to be edified) r: fort to me. Atmy fiſt 
entry I had hcavie challenges within me, & a court fenc- 

ed [ but lhope not in Chriit's name ] wherein it was aſſerted 
that my Lord would have no more of my ſervice & was tired of 
| me: Andlike a fool I ſummoned Chriſt alſo for unkindneſs, 
my ſoul fainted & I refuſed comfort & ſaid, what ailed Chriſt at 
me, for I dcficcdto be faithfull in his houſe? thus in my royings 


hw 
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& miſtakings myLord Jeſus el 3 mercy on me,who am leſs 
then th: leaſt of all ſaints. lay upon theduſt&boughr a plea from 
Satan again Chriſt, 6 he was content to (ell it, bur at length 
Chriſt d1d chow himſclf £ien:ls with me & in mercy pardoned & 
paſt my part ofit, & onely compl:incd, rhata court should be 
holden 1: his bounds withour ki; o cn allowance; now 1 paile 
from my compoarance, & a; if Chit ad doac the fault hz hath 
made the mends & returned ro my foul; lo that now his poor pri- 
foner feederth on the feait; o: love:my a lverfarics know not what 
acourtier I 2m now with my Royall King , tor whoſe crown [ 
now ſuff-r,it 1, but our ſoft &l2z1- fl 5h that hath raiſcd an {11 re- 

ortofthe ciols of Chriſt, O fFweect, freer ts his yore ! 
Chriſt's chains are of purs o0'd,{ufferin os for him arc peckumed: 
I would not give my: weeping forthe] ughi:s of all the four- 
teen Prelats,l would not exchange my {tinef with the world's 
joy. O lovely, Lovely Jeſs, how (weet mutt thy kilſts be 
whenthy croſs (mellet' fo ſweetly ! Otalithethree King. 
dom: had part of my love-f-3ſt; , 8 ofthz conforts ofadired 

riſoner. Dear Brotier I chage you topiaiſe for me & ſeek 
Ll ofour acquaintance there, ro help meto praiſes Why 
should I (mother Chriſt's honeſty ro me: my heart is taken 
up with this, that my lilence and ſuff-ring;*may preach ; I 
beſeech you in the bowels of Chriſt to help me ro praiſe: Re- 
m:mber my love in Chriſt ro your wife, to My Blur & Mr Ly- 
vinzſton, & Mr Cui2ghame, let mehear from you for I am anx- 
tous what todoe: IfIfawa call for New-Ernziand, I woald 


= 
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follow it. Grace be with you: 


Aberd. 1637. Yours 7208r Lord Teſas , 
SK 


—— 
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TT JOHN STUARY 
| Proveſt of ar. 

Much konowred E9 Dearef! m Chriſt, [ 52.] 

Race, mercy & peace from God our farher & from our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt be upon you : I expected the comfort 
| H of 


(130) | 


efalettertoapriſonerfromyouere now. I am here, Sir,putting 


off apart of my inch of time, & when I awake firit in the morn, 
ing [ which 1s alwayes with great heavineſs & ſadneſs} this 
queſtion is brought tomy minde, Amlſerving God or not? 
Not thar'I doubt ofthe truth of this honourable cauſe wherein 
I am engaged, [Idare verturetn to cternity & before my judge 
that I now ſuffer for the truth: becauſe that I cannot endure that 
my Maſter who is a free=born King , sbould pay tributetoany 
oftheshiclds or pot-sheards ofthe earth: Ohrhat I could hold 
the crownupon my Princely King*s head with my {infull arm, 
howber it should be ſtroke from me in that ſervice from the 
Shoulder blade J but my cloſed mouth , my dumb Sabbaths, 
"the memory of my communion with Chrii:,1n many fair, fair 
dayes in Azworh[ whereas now my maſter gctterh no feryice of 
my tongue as thenJath almoſt broken my faith in two halves; 
yet in'my deepeſt apprehenſions of his anger,I ſce thorow acloud 
that Iam wrong, & he inlove tomy ſoul hath taken up the 
controverſie betwixt faith & apprehenfions, and a decret is 
paſt on Chriſt's fide of it, & I ſubſcribe the decret: TheLord 
1s equal in his waycs, but my guilrineſs often overmaſtereth 
my belceying , I have .not been well known , fer except as to 
open out-breakings I want nothing of what Judas & Cain had; 
onely he hath been pleaſed ro prevent me in mercy &: to caſt 
meinto afever of love for himfelf, & his abſence maketh my 
fever moſt painfuil , & bcfide, he hath viſited my ſoul & water- 
ed it wigh his comforts , bur yet I have rot what I would, the 
want of rea}l and fclt poſſeſſion is my cnely death, I knoy 
Chriſt pitieth mein this, . The great men my friends that did 
for me, are dricd vp live winter brooks of water: A]I ſay,zo deal- 
129 for that marr, | is veſt will be, tobegerie ont of tie Kingdom: (ol 
ſec they tire of me, bur belceve me Iam moſt gladly content 
that Chriſt breaketh all my idcls in pieces: -it hath pura new 
edge rpon my blunted love to Chriſt, I ſee heis Jealouſe of my 
love,& will have alltohimfclf. Ina word theſe fix things are 
my burden. 1. Iam not inthe vineyard as others are, it may 
be becauſe Chiiſt thinketh me a withered tree not worthy it's 
zoom, byt Ged forbid, 2, Wor, y'oe, Woe is coming 


wpok 


—— == QQ_ Go =” 


as aus woes yp oy, Py pom go_ oe 


tting 


1OIN> 
this 
not} 
erein 
udge 
that 
any 
hold 
2m, 
\ the 
ths, 
fair 
£ of 
ves; 
oud 
the 
t is 
ord 
reth 
3 to 
ad; 
caſt 
my 
Ls 


the 


oy 
did 
al- 
ol 
nt 
ew 


(121) 
ypon my harlot-mother this Apoſtat-kirk , rhe time is coming 
when weshallwish fer doves wings to ficeand hideus , Oh for 
thedeſolarion of this land. 3. 1 ſee my dear maſter Chriſt go- 
ing his alone [ as it were ] mourning in ſackcloth, his fainting 
friend; fear that King Jeſus £hall leſe the field , bur he muſt 
carry the day, 4. My ouiltineſs ard the fins of my youth 
are come up againſt me, and they would come inthe plea in 
my ſufferings, as deſerving cauſes in Ged's juſtice ; bur 1 pray 
God for Chriſt's ſake he never give them th.rt room . 
wo's'm:e that Lcannor get my Royall, dreaefull, mighty 
&gloricus Prince of the Kings of the earth fer on high , Sir, 
© may help me & pity me 1n this , ard bow your knee & 
Lil his name, & dclire others to doe it, thathc hath been 
pleaſed io my ſufferings to make Atheiſts, Papiſts, & ere- 
mics about me, ſay, 1r #5 like God 75 with this priſoner, Let hell 
&the powers of hell [I care not ] be let looſe againſt me to 
doctheir wort . 10 being Chriſt & my Father , & his Father be 
magnified in my ſufferings. 6. Chriſt's lovetharh paincd me, 
for howbcit his preſence hath shamed me and drowned me 
in debt , yet he often gocth away when my love to him is 
burning , he ſcemethro look lik-a proud woocr who will nor 
look upon a poor match who is dying of love, I will not fa 
heis lordly , Lut I know he 1s wife 1n hiding himſclf from a 
childe& a fool, who maketh an idol & a God of one of Chriſt's 
kiſſes, v hich is Idolarry ; I fearl adore his comforts more then 
himſelf, ard thar Ilove the apples of life better then the tree of 
lie. Sir writetome. Commend me troycur wit, mercy 
ke her portion. Grace be with you. 


Aberd, Yours 12 bes deavest Lad 
1637 leſas , SR. 


(122) 
To JOHN STUART. 


Proveſt of 4jr. 
Worthy and dearly b.loved in ear Lord. [ q 3] 
'$ Rac*®, mercy & peace beto you: Iwas refreshed & com: 
T 


£xtcd with your letter : ' what I wrote ro you for your 
com vort, Idoenortremember, bur 1 b:leeve loye will pro- 
pactie home-wa.d as itwould hiveit. I wizh I could help you 
ro praif2 his great and holy name, who kecpeth the feer of his 
faiars, & hath numbred all your goings. I know ou: deaieſt 
Loid vill pardon & paſl: by our honeſt errours & miſtakes when 
w2 inde his honour ; yet I know none of you haveſeenthe 
ether halt & the hidden fide of your wonderfull return home to 
u; 22ain, Iam confident ye hall yet ſay that God's merc 
blew your failes backto Ircland again, Worthy & dear Sir, 
I cannot but giveyou an account of my preſear ſtate, that ye 
may goean errand for mo, to my high & royall maſter , of 
whom I boaſt all the day. I am as proud of his love, [ nay, 1 
bleiTe my ſelf & boaſt more of my preſent lot } as any poor man 
can be of an earthly Kings court, orofa Kingdom. Firſt [ 
am very oxen turning both the ſides of my croſs , eſp:cially 
my dum 6 filent Sabbaths, not becauſe 1 defiretofindea crook 
or deictt in my Lord's love, bur becauſe loveis ſick with phan- 
ies, & fears, whether or not the Lord hath aprocefle lead- 
ing azainſt my guiltin:fs, thar I have not yet well ſeen: I 
know not, m/ delice isto ride fair, & notto ſpark dirt [if 
with reverence of him 1 may be permitted to make uſt of ſuch 
avwvord ] in theface of my onely , oely welbeloved; bur fear 
of ouiltnels, 1: a tale-bearer betwixt me & Chriſt, & is ſtill whiſ- 
prog iil ralcs of my Lord, ro weaken my faith: I had rathera 
cloud went over my comforts by theſe meſſages , then that my 
Aith hold be hurt, for if my Lord get no wrong by me, verily 
{ deltregrace not to care what b:come of me. I defireto give 
no faith, nor credit to my ſorrow, that can make a lyc of my beſt 
Xiend Chriſt. Woe, woc be tothem all who ſpeakill of Chriſt. 
Is OOO "OS Ws SALONS ” —_ 


(123) 
Hence theſe thoughts awake with me in the morning & goe 
tobed with me. Oh what ſcrvice can a dumb body doe 1n Chriſt's 


houſe ! Oh I thi2k the word of God 1: imputtoned alſo! Oh 
lam adry tree! Alas I canncither plant, nor water! Oh 
ifmy Lord would make Uur dung of m-., tofatten , aud make 
fertile his own corn-ridges 1a mount Sion ! Ch it 1 raight 
but ſpeak to three or four herd-boyes of my worthy maſter, 1 
yould be ſarisfied ro be the meancſt and moſt o5ſ{cure of all the 
Paſtors in chis Jand , & to live in any place, 1n any of Chrift*s 
haſeſt out-houl.s; but hefaith, Sra, [+41] nor ſend you, Thaw ne 
emands for 08 t.ere away; My defire ro {crve tum 1 tick of jca- 
loutie Ieft he be unwilling to employ mc. Secondly , this is 
kconded with another, Oh all rhar 1 havedone in Anworh, the 
irwork that my Maſter began there, is lucea bud dying 11 the - 
hell ! & what will I then have to show of all my labourin 
theday of my compearance before him, when the Maſter of the 
rineyard calleth the labour'rs, & giveth them thelr hire. 
Thirdly, butrruly when Chriſt's ſweet wind is 1n che right atrth, 
[repent, & I pray Chriſt to take law-borrows of my quarrel- 
os,&unbeleeving ſadneſs & ſorrow [ Lord rebuke them thar 
put ill berwixt a poor ſervant like me, & his good maſter] then T 
ay whether the black croſs will or not, I muſt climb, hands &feer 
wtomy Lord, Iam now rutag from my heart , that T plealure 
thelaw [| my old dead husband ] fo far asto apprehend wiath 
inmy ſweer Lord Jeſus, I had farrather rake an hice to plead 
forthe grace of God, for | think my ſelf Chriſt's ſworndevrer , 
&thetruth is to ſpeak of my Lord what I cannot deny, Iam 
over head & ears drowned in many obligations to hi; love & 
mercy , he handleth me ſometimes ſo, that I am ashamed al= . 
moſt to ſeek more for a four-hours, but ro live content till the 
marriage-ſupper of the Lamb with thar » hich he giverh; but T 
know not how greedy & how ill to picaſelove 1s, for cither my? 
Lord Jeſus hath taught me ill manners, not to be content of a 
ſarexcept my head lie in hi. boſom , & except I be fed with. 
the atteſt of his houſe, or elſe I am © rown impattently dainty & 
Ito pleaſe , as if Chriſt were abligcd under this croſs to doe na- 
other thing bug bear me in his armes, & as if I had claim by 
merit 


I24. 
merit for my ſuff:ring for him Y BurI wich he would gin 64: 
. megracetolearntogocon my own feet, & tolcarnro wanthisf yy 
comforts, & togtverthanks & beleeve, when the (an isnotin ff q, 
wy ficmament, & when my welbeloyedis from home & gone jy, 
another errand, O what ſ'ycet peacehavel, when I finde Chil con 
holdeth &I draw,when I climb up8& he shutterh medown, when 
I grip him& embrace him,& he ſeemethto looſe the grips & flee 
away from me: I think there even is a ſweet joy of faith & 
Ccoatentedneſs & peace in his very tempting uniindneſs, becauſe 
my faith ſaich, Chriſt isnotin fad earneſt with me, bur rrying 
if { can bekinde yo his mask & cloud that covereth him, a{well 
as to his fair face; I blcſs his great nam: that I love his vailthat 
gocth over his face while God fend better : for faith can kib 
Gods tempting reproaches, when he nicknamerh a ſinner, dey, || 
m2 wortiry toeat break witht'e barns, Ithinkir an honourtha ! 
Chriſt miſcalleth me& reproacheth me : Iwill take that wellof 
him, howbeit I would not bearit well if another would b:that 
homely ; but becauſe Iam his own [God be thanked] hem 
uſe meas he pleaſeth: I muſt ſay , the ſaints have a ſweet if 


betwixt them & Chriſt, there is much ſweet ſolace of love be- | 11 
twixt 51m & them, when he fecderth among the liltes8& comethin I hi 
to bis garden & maketh a feaſt of honey combs, & drinketh his Þ 11 
wine& his milk, & criycth , Eat Ofriends, drmk, be ye aruke MN a1 
en O welbcloued . One hour of this labour , is worth a ship- I] & 
full of world's drunken & rauddy joy: nay eventhe gate of hea-  þi 
ven is the ſunny ſide the of brae & the very garden the world; & 
forthe men ofthis world have their own unchriſtncd & pro- I} i] 
fane croſſes & wo: be to them & their curſed croſs borh ; for 7 
their ills ar falred with Gods vengeance, & our ills ſeaſoned I} g 
with our fathers blefling: So rhey areno fools who chook F} þ 
Chriſt & {ell all things for him; it is no batrns market nor a blinde I þ 
block,we know well what we get & what we give. Now for any I ir 
reſolution to goeto any otherKingds,1 dare not ſpeak one word: I ij 
my hopes of enlargement are cold , my hopes of re-entry tomy | n 
Maſter's 11] drefled,vine-yard again are far colder: I havenoſcat | 
©r my faith to fit on but bare omipotency, & Gods holy arm& I x 
good will,hercI defire to ſtay &ride at anghar&winter _—_ h 


es 4 


| Ciye 


nt his 
Not in 
one 
-hrif 
when 
& flee 
ith & 
cauſe 
Vin? 
ſvel 
[ that 
1 kils 
f dey, 
- that 
ell of 
that 


ma 
t if 
be. 
thin 
1 hus 
47h 
n1p- 
10a« 
1d; 
I0- 
for 
ned 
ole 
nde 
ny 
rd: 
my 
cat 
1& 


" 
NC 


halot-Kik, hath givea her ſweet halt-atarrow ſuch a mecting; 


125. | | 
find fair weather again , & i pleaſed to take home to his 
houſe my harlor-mother : Oh if her husband would be 
that kind as to. go2 & fetch her out of the brothel-houſe & 
chaſeher lovers ro the hills, but there will bcſad dayes ere ir 
comero that. Remember my bonds. Gr:c2 be with you, 


Aberd, | Toxrs 13 01r Lord Tee. 
1637. ſs. S. R. | 


— 


To the Lady Buſtbie. 


MISTRESS, (54) 


| __ not acquaint, yet becauſe we are father's childrem 
| thought good to write unto you: bowbeir my firſt diſ- 
courſe & communing with you of Chriſt, be 1n paper; yer I have 
cauſefince I came hither to havenopaper-thonghts of him ; for 
iamy (ſad daycs heis become the lower of my joyes , & I bur lie 
here, living upon his love; but cannot ger fo much of it as fain 
would have, not becauſe Chriſt's love1s Lordly & looketh too 
bio ; but becauſe I have a narrow veſlel to receive his love & 
look toolow : But I giveunder my own hand-write to you 
atcſtimonial of Chriſt & his croſs , that they are a ſweet couple, 
&that Chriſt hath never yer bcen ſer in his ownduecharr of 
honour amongſt uzall. Oh, Iknow not where to ſet him! O 
fora high ſcatto'that royalprircely one ! O that my poor wi- 
thered {foul had once a runring-over Rood of that love, to 
put ſap in my dry root, & that, that flood would ſpring 
out to the rongue and p*n, to utter great things to the 
hich & due commendation of ſuch a fiir one! O holy, 
holy , holy one ! Alas there are roo many dumb rongnes 
in the world , and diy hearts, ſeeing there is employment 


in Chriſt for them all, and ten thouſand worlds of mn & Angels 


moe, toſet on high & exalr the greateſt Prince of the Kings 
ofthe earth. Woc's me that bits of living clay darecome out to 
ruch hard - heads with him , & that my untzind mether , this 


for 
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(126. 

for this land hath givenup with C m , &theLord is cutting 
Scotland 1n two halves, and {-nding the worſt haif, the harlor. 
filter, over to Rome's bcotheli-houſe , to ger her fill of E. 
gypt's love. I would my ſuffcrings [ nay > ſuppoſe I were 
buror quick to asnes ] might buy an agreement berwixr his 
fiircit & {w-ere:tlove, & ht; gaddy lewd wife: Fain would! 


(orve Chit his welcoine-home ro Scotland agun » If h-would 


rerurn, T5154 blackday, aday of cloads & darkneſs, for 
the root - tree of my Lord Jeſus his fair re2mpleis fillen, and 
Cirtitz back 1s towards Scotiand, © thrice bleſled are they 
wo would told Caciſt with their tears & prayers ! I know ye 
will help to dzal with him, for he hall return agat 1 to this 
land ; the next day $hall be Chrif:, & there shall bea fair 
grecn young gaiden for Chriſt in this land , & God's ſummer. 
dew shall 11-04 1t all thenight , & we $hall ting again our new 
marriage- ſong to our Bridegroom , concerning his vine- 
yard;but who xnowerh whether we shall live & (ee it? I hearthe 
Lord hath taken pains to afflict and dreſs you as a fruirfull vine 
for him(alf, grow & ve green, & caſt out your branches & bring 
forth fruit : far and green & fruirfull may ye bein the trueand 
ſappy root. Grace, grace, free grace beyour portion. Re- 
member my bonds with prayers & praites, 


Aberd. 1637. Y ours in hes ſweet L.leſus, S.R. 


Jo 


To NINIAN MURE. 


Lovin? friend, (55:) 


Received your letter: I intreat you now in the morning of 
Sy life, ſeek the Lord & his face: Beware of the follies of 
dangerous youth, aperilou; time for your ſoul: Love not the 
world, kecep faich & truth with all men in your covenants & 
bargains: Walk with God, for heſe:th you: Doe nothing 
bur that which ye may & would doe if your eye-ſtrings were 
breakuig , & your breath growing cold. Ye heard the truth 
of God from me, my dear heart; follow ic & forſake it not: 

prize 


I27. | 
ze Chuiſt & ſalyation above 4 + world: Toliveafter the 
ouiſe & courſe of the reſt of the world, will not bring you to 
heaven : Wirhour faith in Ch. iſt & repentance , ye cau nor ſee 
God: take pains for ſalvation ; preſs fo: ward toward the mark 
ofthe prize of thc high calling : It ye watch not againſt evils, 
night & day which beſet you, ye will come behinde: Leware 
of lying , ſwearing , uncleannets & the reſt of the works of 
the flesh 3 becauſe for theſe things the wrath of God cometh 
wor the children of diſobedience ; how {weet ſorycr they may 
em for the preſent, yer the end of theſe courſes is rhe eternal 


wrath of God & uttcr darkneſ, where there is weepine & gnaske 
W Pg *S 


ing of teeth, Grace be with YOu. 


Aberd. 1637, Your Loving Piſtor. S. 


7 Mr THOMAS GARVEN. 


(56) 

Race , mercy & peace be unto you: I am forry 

thar what joy & ſorrow drew from my impriſoned 
pnin my love-fits, hath made you & many of God's children 
beleeve, that there is ſomething in a broken reed the like of me, 
except that Chriſt's erace hath bought ſuch a foid body , I 
know not what elſe any may think of me , or expcEt from mes; 
myitockis leſs [ wy Lo:d knowerth I {peak trutn] then.many 
beleeve: my empty ſounds have promiſed roo much : I would 


Reverend £5 Dear Broti er. 


beglad ro lie under Chrift's feet, & Keep & recctve the off-fal- 


lings or the old picces of any grace that fall from his ſweet 
fingers to forlorn ſinners: ] lie often uncouth -like, looking 1nat 
the King's windowes: ſurely I am unworthy of aicat in the 
King's hall-Aoor : I but ofen look afar off, both feared ard 
framed-like to that faireſt face, fearing he bid me look away 
from him: my guiltineſs riſeth up upon me & I bave no anſwer 
forit : [ offered my tongue to Chiift & my rains in his houſe, 
& what know I what it meancth whcn Chriſt will nor recertve 
my poor propine: when loye will not take, we expone,, it will 
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: (128) 
neither take nor give , borrow nor lend. Yet Chriſt hath x! 
norher {ca-compals he ſaileth by,then my short &raw thought 
I kave hispart oficto himſelf, I dare not expound his dealing 
as forrow & misbelicf often diftateth to me : I look often wit, 
blearcd and blinde eyes to my Lords croſs, & when I look 
. the wrong-tide of his croſs, Iknow I miſs a ſtep & flide: ſure, 
ly 1 fee I have not Iegs of my own for carrying me to 
heaven, 1 muſt gos 1n at heavens oatcs borrowing itrength 
ſcom Chrit. Iam oftenthinking, Oh if he would bat gli 
ms leave to love him, & if Chriſt would bur openuphi 
wares, & the infinite, infinite plyes & windings & corners of hi 
ſoul-dclightiog=love, & let mefceit back=lide & fore-fide, 
ivemelcavebur to ſtand beſide it, like an hungry maa be. 
hdemeat, toget my fill of wondering as a preface to my fil 
ofenjoying: but veril; I chink my foul eyes would defile hisfi 
loverolookroit: Either my hunger is over humble [if tha | 
may be ſaidJor elſe I conſider not what honour it 1s to get lene 
tolove Chriſt, O that he wouldpity a priſoner , &letout 
a flaod upon the dry ground ! it is nothing to him t 
fill the like of me, one of his looks would doe me meek; 
world's good & him no ill, I know I am nor at a point yet vit 
Chriſt's love, I am notyet fitted for ſo much as I would har: 
of 1t; my hopefitreth neighbour with mcekle black hunge, 
& certainly I dow not bur think, there 1s more of that love qr 
dained for me, thenl yet comprehend, & I know not the 
weight ofthe penſion the King will give mc; [ shall be glad, i 
my hungry billger leaveto lie beiide Chriſt waiting onan an. 


w'r: now I would be full & r<joycc,ifl gota poor man'salms 
ofthat ſweetzit love: butI confidently beleeye there is adi 
made for Chriſt & m2, & that weshallrake our fill of loveinn! 
& I often think, when my joy is run out & at the loweſt ebvr, 
that I would ſeek no more bur my rights paſt the King's great 
ſeal, & that theſe eyes of min2 could ſ:e Chriſt's hand at th: F 
pen. Ifyour Lord call you to ſufke:ing, be nor diſmayed; thr 
Shall bea new allowance of theKing for you when ye cometolt: 
One of the ſofteſt pillowes Chriſt hath,islaid under his witneſls 
heal, though of:n they mult ſer dowa thic bare'feet _—_ 
thoras 
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(129.) 
horns. Hehath brought my poor ſoul to deſire & wish, O 
that my ashes & the powder I shall be diflolved into, had well 
mn:d tongues topraiſe him. Thus in hafts, deſiring your 
rayers & praiſes, I recommend you to my ſweet, ſweer Ma- 
er, my honourable Lord of whom I hold all. Grace be with 


YOU. 


Yours iz: hes ſweer Lord 
leſs, S.R. 


To JEAN BROWN: 


MISTRESS. (57-) 


Race, mercy & peacebetoyou: I amglad that ye goe 
| 2n at Chills backtn this darx & cloudy time: It were 
| 704d to [ei] other things for him; for when all theſe dayes are 
oyer, weskall findeir our advantage, that wehave raken part 


Aberd, 1637. 


with Chriſt, 1 _ belzeve his enemies shall be his foor- 
xe green flowers dead withered hay , 


| ſtool, 8& that he shall ma 
 whenthe honour & glory shall fall off them, like the bloon 
orflower of a green herb shaken with the wind. It werenot 


wiſdom for us rothink thar Chriſt & the Golp:t will come & fir * 


down at our fire fide , nay , but we mult goe out of our warnt 
houſes & ſeexChrit & his goſpel:It is not the ſunny tide of Chriſt 
that we muſt look to, &we muit not forſake hin for want ofthat; 
butmuſtſer our face againſt what may befall us ia following on 
llhe & we be tarough the bricrs & bu hes on thedry ground ; 
Our ſoft nature would bz born through the trouble; of this 
miſerably iife in Chriit's arms: & 1t 15 ht; wiſdom who knowerir 
cur mould, that his bairns goe wer-5hod & cold-footed ro hea- 
ven, Ohliow (weer a thing were ir for us, to learn to make 
our burdens lighr, by traming our hearts tothe buithen and 
making our Lord*s will a law ! EF finde Chriſt & his crols nor 
foulltopleaſe, nor yer ſuch rroubleſom gueits as men callthem: 
Nay » 1 think paticaceshauld make Chriſt's water good wine , 

mg EA... I TY % 


: 
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ya pr emyimop ” . 
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| | (130.) 
& thisdrofs good mettall : & we have cauſeto wait on, forere 
ir belong, our Maſter will be at us, & bring this whole world 
out before the ſun & the day-light in their blacks & white; 
Happy arc they who are found watching - Ourſand=glafis 
not ſolong as we need to weary ; time w1lleat away & root out 
our woes , & ſorrow : our heaven 1s in the bud & growing up 
toan harveſt; why then should we nor follow on ſeeing our 
ſpan length of time will come to an inch: ThereforeI com- 
mend Chriſt royouas your laſthving, & longeſt living husband, 
& the ſtafFof your old age: let him have now thereſt of your 
dayes ; & think not much of a ſtorm upon the Ship that Chriſt 
Gileth in, rthereshall no paſſenger fall over board, bur the craiſed 
Ship & theſca-fick paſſengershall cometo land fafe. 1am inas 
ſweet communion with Chriſt as a poor finner can be, & am 
onely pained that he hath much beauty and fairnefs, znd 1 
little love, he greatpower & mercy & T littlefaith , hemuch 
light & Ibliered eyes, Ohrthart I ſaw himio the ſweetneſs of 
his love & 1n his marriage clothes, & were over head & earsin 
Jove with thar princely one Chiiſt Jeſus my Lord ! Alas, 
my rivendish & running-our veſſel can hold little of Chriſt Je. 
ſus. Ihave joy 1nthis, that I would not refuſe death befere[ 
ut Chriſt's lawfull heritage in mens tryſting , & what know, 
if they would have pleaſed both Chriſt & me. Alas, thar thi; 
land hath put Chriſtto open rooping , & toan any may morety., 
Bleſſedare they who would hold the crown on his head , & buy 
Chriſt's honour with their o:yn loſſes. I rejoyce to hear your 
ſon Ton is coming to viſit Chriſt & taſte of his love: I hopche 
Shall nor loſchis pains or rue of that choice. Ihad alwayesſas 
I aid often to you]a great. love ro dear A7r T0172 Brown becauſe! 
thaught I faw Chriſt in him more then in his brethren, fain would 
Fwrite to hinvto ſtand by my ſweet Maſter , & I wish ye would 
Jet himread my letter , & the joy Ihave, if hewill appeare for, 
& ſide with my Lord Jeſus. Grace, grace, be withyou. 


Aberd. March, 13. Yozers in bs ſweet Lo 
1637. | leſws. $S 


Tv 


ye ſer your ſelf apart as a thing laid up& out o 
alone, for ye are good for no other rhing but Chriſt, & he 


(13t.) 
To [EAN MFEMILLAN. 


Loving Siſter. (58) 


Race, merey & peace beto you: I cannot come to yori 
(; to giveyou my counlel, & howbeir I would comeI can- 
norftay with you ; but I beſeech you keep Chriſt, for Idid 
what I could to put you within grips ofhim; I told you Chriſt's 
Teſtament & latterwill plataly, & I kept nothing back thar 
my Lord gave me, &l gave Chriſtto you with good will: I 
pray you make him your own, & goe not from that truth L 
taught you in one hair breadth, thar truth $hall ſave you if ye fol- 
low it: ſalvation 13 not an ealte thing & ſ50n gotten; I often told 
you fewarefaved, & many, many damned : Ipray you make 

our poor ſoul ſure of ſalvation, .& make the ſcexing of heaven 

your daily task : if yenever had a fick night & a pained ſoul 
foriin, ye have nor yet lighted upon Chriſt ; look to the 
riohr marks of having cloſed with Chrift , if ye love him bet-- 
ter then the world, & would que a!l the world for him then 
that ſaith the work 15 ſound. O ifye ſaw the beaury of Fe- 
ſus & felt rh2 ſmell ofhis love, ye would run through fire & 
watcr to beathin: , God ſend you him, Pray for me, for 
Icannot focger you. Graee be with you. ; 


Aberd. 1637. Yozr lowing Paſlor, S.R. 


To the Lady Busbie_,. 


bh nd 


MISTRESS. (59) 


Race, mercy & peace beto your Iam glad tohear that 
I Chriſt & ye are one, & that ye have made him your 


| ore thing : Whereas many are painfully t tiled in ſeeking ma- 


ny things & their many things ace nothing, It's onely bett, 


frhe garc forChcitt 


/ I 2 s harh 


(132) 
hath been going about you hs many years by afflictions, tg 
engage youto himſelf, it were a pity & a loſs toſay him nay , 
Verily 1 could wish, that I could ſwim through hell & all the ill 
weather inthe world & Chriſt in my arms ; bur it is my evil 
& folly, thar except Chriſt come unſert for , I dow not goe 
to ſeek, him: When he &1 fallin reckoning, we are both be. 
hinde he in payment, & I in counting, & ſo marches lie till 
unrid & counts uncleared betwixt us. Orhat he would take 
his own blood for counts & miſcounts, that I might be a free 
man , & none had any claim ro me, bur onely, onely Jeſus, 
I will think it no bondageto berooped , compriſed & pofleſ- 
ſed by Chriſt, as his bond=man. Think well of theviſita- 
tions of your Lord : For Ltinde one thing I faw not w:Il be. 
fore, that when the ſaints are under trials & well humbled, 
little fins raife great cryes & war-shouts inthe conſcience; & 
1n proſperity conſcience is a Popeto o1ve dilpenſations , &let 
out &in, & give latitude, & elbow-room to our heart, O 
how little care we for pardonar Chrift's hand, when we make 
diſpenfations! -Andajlis but batrns-play, till a croſs without, 
begect an heavier croſs within , & then weplay no longer with 
our Idols; Itis good ſtill to be ſevere againſt ourſelves, for 
we but transform God's mercy into an Idol,& an Ido] that hath 
a diſpenſation to give for turning of the grace of Godinto 
wantonnels. Happy arethey who take up God, wrath, jul- 
tice& fin, as they arcin themſelves: For we have miſcar- 
Tying light thatpaiteth with childe, when we have g6od refo- 
lations: Pur God he thanked rthar Salvation 1s not rolled 
upon our wheels,  O but Chriſt hath a ſaving eye! Salva- 
tion 1s 1n Ris eye-lids: When he firſt looked on me, I was 
ſaved; Ir coſt kim bur a look to make hell quireof me: Q 
merits, . free merits, & thedear blood of God, was the beſt gate 
that ever we could have gotren of hell ! O what aſweer, O 
what a ſafe & ſure way is it, rtocome out of heM I-aning on a Sa- 
'viour} That Chriſt & a ſinner shovid be one & have heaven 
betwixt them & behalyers of Salvation, is the wonder of Salya- 
tion: What more humble could love be? 8 what an excel- 
lent ſinell docth Chriſt caſt on his lower gzrden , where there 
row 


Qua mfr. & —_} cx ww nbd nin atone.” - attot avi. as. 
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(133.) 
grow but wilde flowers, if we ſpeak by way of compariſon; buz 
thereis nothing burperfe& garden flowers in heaven, & the 
beſt plenishing chatus there, 1s Chriſt: Weare all obligedto 


love heaven for Chris ſake, he gracerh heaven & all his father's 


houſe with his preſence; He 1s a roſe that beaurifierh all the 


| upper garden of God; a leaf of thar roſe of God, for ſmell, 
| isworth a world : Othat he would blow his (mell upon a 


withered & dead ſoul, let us then Joc onto mect with him & ro be 


| filled with the ſweetneſs of his love: Nothing will hold him 


: 67 O : 
fromus; he hath decreed to pur time, fin, hel:, devils, men 


&death out of theway, & to rid the rough way betwixt us & 
kim, that we may enjoy oneanother, It's ſtrange & wonderfull 
thar he would think long in heaven withour u- , & that he would 
have the company of finners to ſolace & delight himſelf withall 
inheaven. & now the ſupper is abiding us: Cuſt the bride= 
groom with defire is waiting on tilithe bride , the Lamb'swite, 
bebusked for the marriage, & thegreat hall be rid for the meet= 
inzof that joyfull couple. O fools , what dos wehere? & 
why fit we ſtill} Why ſleep wein the priſon? Were it not. 
beſtro make us wings to flee up to our blefled match, our mar- 
row & our fellow-friend ? 1 think, Myſterſs, ye are looking 
there-away > & this is your ſecond or third thought: make 
forward , your guide waiteth on you. I cannor bur bleſs you 
for your care & kindnels to the ſaints. God give you to finde + 
mercy in that day of our Lord Jeſus, to whoſe ſaving orace I 
recommend you. 


Aberd, 1637. Yomwrs in 047 Lord Tem 
ſas : 
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To WILLIAM RIGGE. 
Of Athernie. 


Much honoured G9 worthy Sit. (60.) 


YM letter full of complaiors bemoaning your guiltineſs 
hath humbled me ; but oive me leaveto ſay, ye ſeem r0 
| | : i 3 be 


12 4. 
be too far gpon the law*s fide, yew1ill rot gain puch'to be the 
Law's Advocar, I rhought ye had not Ep thelaw's bur @race's 
man ; Nevertheleſs I am fare ye delire to take God's Patt 
againſt your {elf; what eyer your £ guiltinels Le,yer when ir falleth 
into the ſea of Gel's mercy , it 1s bur! lixea drop of blood fallen 
in the great Occan : There is nothing here to te done, bu 
It Chrilt 5s doom lighr upon the old man, & ler him bas his 
condemnation, [< cing in Chriſt he was condemned; for the Lay 
hath bur POWCr Ovcr "Your wo it half; ler th hls therefore 
Its where the blame chould be & ler the new man be {ure to lay, 
Tam comcly as the te: t5 of Kedar,how beit I be black & ſucks 
by fitting acighbour bulide a body ofiin; 1 feck no more here 
but room for Graces def:nce & Chrilt's white throne whertoa 
finn.r condemned by the law may appral: But the uſe that I make 
of tis, T am ſerry that 1 am nor fo tender & thin skin'd, 
though 1am ſure Chriſt may finde employment for bis calling 
rd ary living, fecing from my youth upward [ 
have bred makit: g up the blackelt procels = any miniſter 
in the world, or any other can an{wer to; & when I had done 
this, I patared a providence of my own, & wrote eaſe for my 
ſelf & a peaccable miniſtery & the ſun shining on me, till 
I sRou!'d be 1n at heaven's $ gates: Such green & raw rhoughts 
hadTI of God, Ithought aloof a fleeping Devil that would paſs 
by the like ofime, lying i in moores & out =ficlds : Sol bigged 
the gook*s neſt, & dreamed of dving 
paradiſe; but fince I came bither 1 am often fo, as that they would 
havemuch Rhetorickthat would perſwade me, that Chriſt hath 
not written wrath on my dumb & filenr Sabbarks [whichisa 
perſecution of rhe lareſt edition , being uſed againſt none in thus 
land,rthat I can learn of. beſides meJ& often [ lieunder a nor -n- 
ty, & wouldgladly fell all my joyes to be confirmed Kino 
Jelus's tree t-noert, & to haveſealed aſſurances; bur I ſee often 
blank prpers: & mygr catcit dctires are theſe two, 1, That Chriſt 
would Mo mein hand to cure me, & nndatake for a fick man, 
i know Ishould not die under his hand: &yetinthis, whilel 
{ill doubt , I belcevethtoucha cloud , that ſorrow which hath 


8 
89 eyes ; hath bur put a vail on Chiiſt's love, 2, Ir pleaſcth 


his 


at eaſe & living in a fool 


(135) 
tim often ſince I came hither, to come with ſome 5hort blenks of 
his ſweet love , & then becauſe I have none to help me to praiſe 
his love , & candochim no ſervice in my own perfou , [as I 
thought once I did 1n his temple] then I die with wishes & de- 
fires, to takeup houſe & dwell at the well-fide & to have hint 
praifed & ſer on high: Bur alas, whar can thelike of me doc 
to get a good name raiſed o__ my welbeloved Lord clus, 
{uppoſe I coultchire ro be ſuſpended for ever of my part of hea- 
yen for his glory? Lam ſure, IfI could get my will of Chriſt's 
love, & could be once over head & ears tin the beleeved , appre- 
hended , & ſeen love of the Son of God, it were the fulfilling 
of the deſires of the oncly happineſs I would be ar ; but the ruth 
is, Thinder my communion with him , becauſe of want ot both 
faith & repentance;,.& becauſe I will make an idol of Chriſt's 
kiſſes : I will neithef lead nor drive, except I ſee Chriſt's love 
run in my channel & when I wait and look fer him the upper 
way Iſechis wiſdom is pleaſed to play me a flip & come the 
lower way ; fo that I havenor the right art of guiding Chriſt : 
for there 1s art & wiſdom required in guiding of Chriſt's leye 
arighr , when we have gotten It, Oka far are his wayes a- 
bove minz! O how lictle ofhim doel ſee! & when 1 am as dryas 
a burnt heath in adrourhy ſummer, 8 when my root 1s wither- 


ed, howbeirt I think then: that I would drink a ſca-full of 


Chriſt ere ever I would let the cup goe from my head; yet I get 


nothing bur delayes, as if he would make hunger my daily food; 


Ithink ny {clfalſo hungered of hunger; The rich Lord Jeſus © 


ſatisfie a famuished man, _ Grace be with you, 


Aberd.1o. Sept. Your own in his ſweet 
1637. Lord leſus,S. R. 


Ce ———— 
YO 
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' Tohis worthy & much honoured friend 
FULK ELIEN 


Worthy 69 muck tronoured in our Lord (61) 
Race, mercy & peace betoyou : Iamolad of our more 
( k then paper-acquaintance: Sceing we have one father; 
L 4 W 
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it ickoeth the leſs though wenever ſaw one anothers faces. 7 
profeſs my ſelfmoſt unworthy ro follow the cam p of ſuch a wor. 


thy & renowned captain , as Chiiſt, Oh alas, I have cauſe © 


to begricvcd, that men exp: any thing of ſuch a wretched 
man bo lam: HItisa wonder ro me, if Chriſt can make any 
thing of my naughtic, hour & narrow love to him ; ſurely 
It is not worth the up- faking. 2. As for our lovdy and 
beloved Church in Ireland , my heart bleedcrh for her deſo. 
lation ; - bur I bclcevc our Lord is on: ly lopping the vine. 
trees , but not intending ro cut them down or root then) 
out. Itis rrue, ſeeing we are kcart- Atheiſts by nature, &can- 
not take providence arigh: t, [bcaufe wehalt & crook eycrfince 
wefell] we dream of an hal: ing providence, as if God's yard 
whereby he meaſurcth joy & rrow to theſons of men , were 
crooked & unjuſt , becauſe ſervants are on horſe-back & Princes 
gOC ON foor ; butour Lord a. gore & evil & ſome one por. 
Lion or oc has to both, by ouncce=neights; & meaſureth them 


n 2juſtand even ballance. Ir is hur folly to meaſure the Gol. 


er by ſummer or winter-weather : The ſummer-ſi1n of the - 


11Nfs , shineth not on them in this life : how should we have 
complaincd if the Lord had turned the ſame providence, that 
wenow ſtomacke at, up-tide down, & had ordered matters 
thus, rhat fiſt the ffinrs should have enjoyed heaven , glory, 
& caſe, & then Mcthuſfalem's daycs of forrow & daily miſerits; 
wedals think a sort heaven no heaven : certain ly 1s waycs 
paſ: andingcout. 3. Yecomn plain of theevil of heart-ar! hciſn, 
bur itis to a greater atheiſt r!;cn any man can be, that ye writeto 
of that: Oh, light finderh nor that reverence $ fear as a plant 
of God's ſerting chould finde in our touli How doe weby na- 
ture, as otters, " dev in & captiyat thet;uch of God in unrighte- 
ouſneſs, & fo make Vod®s lhohta bound prif: ONT, & cyen when 
the priſoner breaketh the jayle & cometh cur in belief ofa God= 
head , &in ſome practice of holy obedience ; how often 
doe weofnew, lay h.-nds on the priſoner and put our light again 
inf:rters; * Certainly there comcth great miſt & clouds from 
thelower part of our foul, our earthly affetions, tothe highzr 


part , wh.chis our conſcience, either naturall or renewed, as 
ſmoke 
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| 137. | 

fmnokein a lower houſe breaketh up&defileth the houſe above: 
ve had more practice of obedience , weshould have more found 
light. 1 tlupk , lay afide all other guiltinel; , this one, the 
nolence done ro Gog?s candiein our foul, were a ſufficient dittay 
xairſt us; for there is nonelping of this , bur by ſtriving to 
tnd in aw of God's lizht ; leit light tcll tales of us wedeare 
litleto hear: bur ſince it is not without God har {zz{# firreth 
wighbour to r4{f [ a lawlels Lord | no marvelthar ſuch a 
xcighbour should Lavin our Judgement & darken ouriight, 
[kerthere is a neceflity that we proteſt againſt rhe doings olthe 
oddman , & raiſc up a party againſt our woiſt half ro accuſe, 
conderan , Knrence, & with ſorrow bemoan the dominion of 
in's Kingdom & withall, make Law in the new Covenant againſt 
curguilrnefs ; ſor Chriſt once condemned lin in the flech & we 
xetocondemn it over again: & if there had not been ſucha 
thing as the grace of Jeſus, I should have long fince given 
up with heaven & with the expectation to fre God : Bur 
orace , grace , free grace, the mcrits oi Chriſt for no- 

thing , white & fair & large Savicur-mercy | which 1s another 
ſort of ching then creature - mercy , or law-mercy ; yea a' 
thouſand degrees above Angel-mercy |} hath been and mult 

bethe rock, that we drowned fouls muſt fwim to: New. 
vahing , renewed application -of purchaſed redemption by 

that ſacred blood , that ſealerh the free Covenant is a thing 

of daily and hourly uſe to a poor finner : Till we be in 

heaven our iflueof blood will nor be quitedryed up, & there-. 


J fre we mu't reſolve to apply peace to our ſoul from rhe new & 
ving v ay, & Jcfus who clcanſeth & curerhthe leproustoul ;- 


bycly Jeſus, muſt be our ſong on this fide of heavens gates : 8 


ven when we have won the caſtle, then muſt we eteroally ſing , 


Jorthy , worthy is the Lamb, who hath faved ms & wasked ws mm. 
Jhsownblocd. I would counſel ali the ranſomed ones to learn 
I this long , & todrink & be drunk with the love of Jeſus.  O. 
' lireſt, O higheſt, O lovelicſt one , open the well ! O 


I vaterthe burnt & withercd travellers with this loveofthine! I 


think it's poſlible on earth to build ayoung new Jeruſalem , & 
q* F: = D O . 

little new hea7en of this ſurpaſſing love, God either {:nd me 
Po F © more 


On 


(138.) 
more of this love, ortake me quickly over the water , whey 
I may be filled with his love: My foftnefs cannot take with 
want; 1 profeſs I bear not hunger of Chriſt's love fair : | 
know not if I play foul play with Chriſt ,but I would have alink 
of that chain of his providence mended in pining & delaying the 
hungry on=waiters : For my (cIf I could wish that C hriſt woull 
ler our UPON 1% More of that love: Yetto ſay Chriſt is a nig. 
gard to me, I darenot; &1 fi fay, Ihaveabundance ofhis oy 
I should lye: I am half firaitned ro complain & cry, Lay 
Teſs hold thy hand no Yonger. Worthy Sur, let me haveyou 

prayers in my bonds, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 7 Septr, Y ozrs in hes ſweet Lord, 
1637. Jeſus, S.R. 


oy -— — 


To JAMES LIN DSAY. 


Dear Brother. (62 ) 


'Heconſtant & daily obſerving of God's going alongſ 
with you, in his coming, oving, ebbing, flowing , en- 
bracing & kiſling , glooming & ſtriking gtyeth mc [ a wit- 
leſs & lazie obſerver of the Lord's way 6: working | au keavie 


ſtroke: could I keep fioht of him, & know when L want, & 


Earry as became me 1n that condition , I would bleſle my caſe, 


But. 1. Fordclertions, Þ think them like lying-lay of lean 
& weak land , forſome yeers, Whilett oather ſap for a better 
crope: Irs poſſible ro gather g0!d where it may be had with 
moonlight, Oh if I could bnt creep one foot , or half a foot 
neerer in to Jeſus in ſach a diſmal night as that, when heis 
away : Isbould think it an happy abſence. 2. If I knew the 
beloved were onely gone away for triall , & for ſurther humi- 
Hation , & not ſmoked out of the houſe with new provocations, 
[ would forgive defertions, & hold my peace at his abſence, 
but Chriſt's bought abſence [ char I bought with my fin] is 
two running boils at once,one upon either fide, & what fide then 
canTIlicon? 3. I know as night & shaddows arcgoodfor 
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towers , & moon light,& dews are vetter then acontinuall ſun 
ſ is Chriſt's abſence of ſpeciall uſe, & 1t hath ſome nourish- 
ing verrue in it, & e1veth ſap to humility , & putteth an 
edgcon hunger , & furnisheth a fair field ro faith to put forth 
it ſelf, & to exerciſe it's fingers 1n ripping , 1t {ceth not 
what. 4. Ir is mercy's wonder, & giacOs wonder, thar 
Chriſt will ler da piecc of the lodging , & a back-chamber be- 
fidchimſelfro our luſts, & that he & ſuch fwineshould keep 
kouſe together in our ſoul: For ſuppoſe thcy couch & con= 
tat themſelves 1vto little room , when Chriſt cometh in , 8 
ſem ro lie as dad under his feet ; yet they often break our 
again: And that a foor of the old man, or a leg or arm 
nailed ro Chriſt's croſs looſcth the natle or breakerh out again z 
&vck Chriſt betide this unruly & miſr.urtured neighbour can 
till be making heaven in the ſaints one way or other , may not 
lay, Lord /cſus, what doesd thou kere? Yer here he muſt 
be; but T will bur loſe my feet to goe on 1nto this depth & won= 
der , for freemercy & infinite merits took alodging ro Chriſt 
& us beſide ſuch a loathſome gueſt as fiv. 5. SarRtificarion 
& mortification four luſts, are the hardeſt part of Chriſtia® 
rity: It isin a manner as naturall to us to leap when we ſee 
the new Jeruſalem, as to Jaugh when we are rickled, joy is 
not under command , or at our nod when Chriſt kiſleth :. bur 
Chow many of us would have Chriſt divided in two halves, 


' that we might take the half of him onely& take his office leſus8 


ſalvaricr? , but Lord is a cumberſome word, &to obey & work, 
aur 0zer own ſaluarmn & to perfect holyweſs, is the cumberſome 8& 
ſtormy north-{ide of Chritt, & that we echew & shift. 6. For 
your queſtion, the acccſle that reprobats have to Chriſt [which 
none at all, for to the Father in Thriſt neither can they , nor 
will they come, b:caufe Chriſt dyed nor for them ; & yer by 
law, God & juſtice overtaxeth them J I ſay, Furit, there are 
with you more worthy & learned then I am Mrs Deck ſon, Flair, 
© Z2mltoz who can more fully fatisfic you;bur I shall fpeakin 
brief what I think of it in theſe aſſertions. 1. All God's juC- 
tice toward man & Angels foweth from an a of the abſolut 
feveraign free-will of God , who is our former & potter, 8 

Vo 
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weare but clay ; forif he had torbidden to eat of the reſt ofthe 
trecs of the Garden of Eden, & commanded Adam to eat of the 
tree of knowledge of good & evil, that command no doubt hal 
beenas juſt as this , Ear of all the trees, but n0t at all of the tree ef 
Knowledge of cood E5 evil: Thereafonis, becauſe his will is before 
his juſticeby order of nature, & what is his will, is his juſtice, & 
he willeth not things withour himſelfbccaule they are juſt: God 
cannot, God needeth not to hunt ſanctity, holyneſs or righte. 
Qulneſs from thivgs without himſelf, & ſonor from the ac- 
tions of men orAngels;becauſc his will is efſertially holy andjuſt 
&the prime rule ofholenck &juſtic-: as thetire1s naturally light, 
and inclizerth upward & the earth heavie,& inclineth downward, 
The 2 aflertion then is , that Godfaith to reprobars beleevein 
Chriſt [who hath nor dyed for your ſalvation}&ye hall beſaved, 
15 juit & right, becauſe his crernall & eſſentially juſt will, hathſo 
enacted & decreed : Suppoſe naturall reaſon ſpeak agaioſt rhis, 
this 1s the deep & ſpeciail myſtery of the Goipel. God hath 
obliged hard and faſt all the reprobats in the viſible Church 
ro belceve his promiſe, he that beleewers 5:all be ſaved, & yet 
in God's decree and fccret intention , there is no ſalvation 
at all decreed and intended to reprobats; and yer the oblt- 
gation of God being from his Soveraign free-will, is moſt 
juſt , as ſaid 1s 1n the firſt aſſertion. 3. Aſſertion 3 The 
righteous Lord hath r!1ght-overthe reprobats-& all reaſonable 
creatures that violat his commandementrs , this is cafie. 4.Af- 
ſertion: rhe faith that God ſeekerh of reprobats, is, Tha they 
rely upon Chriſt as deſpairing of their own rightcouſneſs, lean 
Ing wholly , & withall humbly , as weary & leaden, upon 
Chriſt, a onthereſting ſtone laid in Sion ; bur he feckerh not 
that without being weary of their fin they rely on Chiiſt, man- 
kind's Saviour ; for to rely on Chriſt & not to weary of fin, 1s 
preſumption, not faith: faith is ever neichbour toa contrite 
ſpirit, &1t's impoſſible that faith can be where there is not a 
caften down & contrite heart in ſome meaſure for fin: -Now it 
is certain God commandeth no man to preſume. 5. Aſler- 
tion : then Reprobatsare not abſolutly obliged to 'belceve, that 
Chriſt dyed for them in particular ; for in cruth gcither _—_ 
ats 
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25nor others are obligcd ro belcevea lye , onely they are ob- 
ligedto belceve » Chritt dyed for them , if they be firſt weary , 
burdened , fin-fick & condemned in their own conſciences, & 
friken dead & killed with the law's ſentence, & have indeed 
-mbraced him 'as offered , which is a ſecond & ſubſequent at 
cffaith, following after a coming to him , & cloſing with him. 
6, Afertion : Reprobatsare not formallyguilty of comrempr 
of God , & misbelicf becauſe they apply not Chriſt and the pro- 
miſcs ofthe Goſpel to rhem{elycs in pat ticular,for fo they should 
be gulity becauſc they belecve not a lye,which God never oblig. 
ed them to beleeve. 7. Akiertion : juſtice hath a right to 
punish reprobars, b:cauſe out of pride of hearr,coutiding intheir 
own rightcouſneſe, they rely nor upon Chriſt, as a Saviour of 
allthem that cometo him : This, God may juſtly oblige them 


| unto; Becauſe in Adam they had pecfeR ability ro doe, and 
| men are guulty becauſc they love their own inability & reſt u- 


pon themſelves , *& refuſe to deny their own righteouinels, & 
to take them to Chriſt, in whom thereis righteouſneſs for 
wearied ſinners. 8. Atlcrtion:Ir is one thing to rcly, lean, & reſt 
upon Chriſt in humility & wearinels of ſpirit,& denying our own 
riohre uſncſs belceving him ro be the onely righreouſneſs of 
wearied ſinners, & it is another thing to beleeve Chriſt dyed for 
me, Toh, Thomas, Anz4,upon anintention & decree ro ſaveus by 
name. For 1. the firit gocth firſt, theTatteris alway aſter in due 
order 2. The firſt is faith, the ſecond is a fruit of fairh. 3. The 
fiſt oblig cth reprobats & al men in the viſible Kirk , thelatrer 
ovligeth onely the weary & leaden, & fo onely theelect & effec- 
rually called of God. 9. Afſrtion: It isa vain order , {+z0w wot 
if Chris? dycd for me, Tom, Thomas, Anna by name ; C5 therefore 
i dare not rely 04 14:2 The reaſon is, becauſe It i5 not faith,to be» 
leeve God*% intention & decree of elcionartthefkirit, ere ye be 
wearied: look firſt royour own intenrion & ſoul, if yefindeſina 
burden, and can, and doe reſt,under that burden upon Chriſt; if 
this be once, now come & belecye in particular or rather apply 
by ſenſe | for in my judgement ir 15a fruit of belief, not bee 
lief ] & feeling the goodwill, intention» and gractous pur- 
roſc of God ancnr your falyarion: Hence becauſetherels maw 
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lice in reprovats and contempr of Chriſt , guilty they are , a 
juſtice hath law againſt them: And which is the myſtery 
they cannot come up to Ch:iſt becauſe he dyed nor for them: 
bur their ſin1s that they love this their inability to come bo 
Chriſt, and he who loycth his chains, deſeryech chains* Andthy 
in short remember my bonds. 


Aberd. Sept, 7, Yerrs in his ſweet Lord 
1637. Teſws. S. R. 
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To the Earle of Caſſills. 
My very honorable £5 Noble Lord. (63) 


Race, mercy & peace be to your Lo: pardoa me to expreſſe Þ 
my earneſt defireto our Lo: for Zions ſake , for whom 


we »hould not hold our peace, I know your Lo: will takemy 


pleading on thi, bzhalFin the berter part, becauſe the neceſſity 
of a'faliing & weak church is urgent, I beleeve your Lo; if 


one of Zion's friends , & that by obligation; for when the Lord 
Shall count & write up the people , it shall be written 2445 mar 
was born there» Therefore becauſe your Lo: 1s a born ſon of the 
houſe, Ihopzyourdefire is, that the bzau:y & glory ofthe Lord 
may dweilinthe midſt of the city , whereof your Lo: is aſou, 
It muſt be without all doubt the orcateit honour of your place 
& houſe, to kils the ſon of God, & for his ſake to be kind to his 
oppreſied & wronged bride, who now in the day of her deſo- 
lation beggeth help of you that are theshields of the earth: [ 
amſure ma .y Kings, Princes & Nobles in the day of Chriſt's 
fecond coming, would be clad to run errands for Chrift , even 
bare footed rhorow fire & water ; bur in that day he will have 
' None of their ſervice: Now he is asking if your Lo: will help 
him againſt the mighty of*the carth, when men are ſerting 
their choulders'to Chriſt's fair & beautifull tent in this land, to 
looſeit's ſtakes & tobreak it down, 8& certainly fuch as are not 
with Chriſt areagainſt him: & bleſſed $hall your Lo: be of the 
Lord | bleſſed (hall your houſe & ſeed bz, & bleſled 5hall your 
Hogour bs, if ye.empawnd & lay in Chriſt's hand the Earledom 
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of Caſills [& it is but” a shaddow 1n compariſon of thecity made 
yichout hands} and lay 1t even at the {take , rather then Chriſt 
& born-down truth wanta witneſs of you, againſt the apoſtalie 
of this land. Ychold your lands of Chriſt , your charters are 
under his ſeal,& he who hath many crownes on his head, dealeth, 
cutterh , & carveth pieces of this clay-heritage ro men art his 
pleaſure. It is little your Lo: hath to give hin , he will not 
ſleep long 1n your common , but Shall furely pay home your 


. 


| lofles for his cauſe. It is bur our bliered eyes that look thorow a 

| falſe olaſs ro this ido!-god of clay & think ſome thing ofit: They 
| whoarepaſt with their laſt ſentence to heayen or hell, and have 
| mad: their reckoning & depaited out of this ſmoky inne, have 
' now no Other concett of this world, but as a piece of beguiling , 
| yel-luſtred clay : & how faſt doeth time | lixea flood ſtill in mo= 
| tion] carry your Lo: outofir + & 1s nor eternity coming with 
| wings ? Court gocth not in heaven as it doeth here. Our Lord, 
| [who hath allyou the Nobles lying in theshell of his ballance] 
| efteemerh you, accordingly as ye arc the bridegroom?'s friends 


or foes. Y our HonourableAnceſtors with the hazard of their lives 
brought Chriſt ro our hands,& 1t Shall be cruelty tothe poſterity 
ifye loſe him ro them. One of our tribes, Lev/*s Sozzs,the warchmen, 
arefallen from the Lord , & have fold their mother, & their 
fatheralſo, and the Lord's trnth , for their new velver-world, 
and there (atin-church, If ve the Nobles play Chriſt a lip, 
now when his back 1s at ? i wall [if I may fo ſpeak] rhen 
may we ſay that the Lord hath caften water upon Scot- 
land's ſmoking coal : But we hope berter things of you. Tr 
Isno wiſdom ; howevyerir be the State-wildom now in requeſt , 
to beſilent, when they are caſting lots for a b:tter thing then 
Chriſt's coat. All this land, & every man'spart of the play fox 
Chriſt, & rhe tears of poor & friendleſs Zion ſnow going dovl- 
likein ſackcloth] are up in heaven before our Lord , & there ts 
no queftion but our king & Lord $hall be maſter offhe fields ar 
length, & we would all be glad t@ divide the ſpoile with Chriſt, 
& to ride in triumph with him ; bur Oh how few will rake a 
cold bed of fttraw in the camp with him | How fain would men 
have a wel-thatchgd houſe aboye their heads , all the way ta 
NS DEX heaven 


(144) 


heaven? And many now would gocto;heayen the land wy 
[for they love nor to be ſea-fick] riding up to Chriſt upon foor. 
manrtles, &ratling coches , & rubbing taeir yelver with the 
Princes of the Land , 1n the higheſt ſeats, If this be thewa 

Chriſt called ſtrait & narrow.,. I quite all skill of the way to (al. 
vation. Are they not now rooping Chriſt & the Goſpel} 
Have they not put our Lord Jeſu, to the mark<t & he who our. 
biderh his feilow , $hall get hun > -O.my Dear C5 Novle Lord, 
g5c on | hownelt the wind be in your face} to back ou: princs. 
ly Captain, be Couragious for him : fear nor theſe who hay: 
no ſubſcribed leaſe of dayes , the worms shalicat king: , lerthe 
Lord Jchovah be your fear: And then, as the Lord liverhthe 
victory is yours. It is true many are ſtriking up 2 new way to 
heaven, but my ſoul for theirs,if they finde ir, & ifthus-be'not the 
onely way whoſe end 1s Chriſt's father's houſe: And my weak 
experience fincethe dayl was firit in bonds hath conarmed mein 
the truth & aijurance ofthis: Ler doctors & learned men cry 
the contrair, Iamperſwaded this is the way : the botrom hath 
fallen our of both their wit &conſcience at once,their.buok nath 
beguiled them, for we have fallen upon the true Chriſt. Ida 
hazard, if I alone had ten fouls, my lalvation upon this ſtoie 
that many now break their bones upon, Ler them take this fa 
world, Oh poor and hungry is their paradiſe ! Therctorele 
me entreat your Lo: By your comp:arance before Chiiſt, 
now while this piece ofthe afternoon of your day is beforeyou, 
[for ye know nor when your ſun wiilturn , & eternity hall be. 
night you ] let your glory, honour & might worldly, be, for 
eur Lord Jeſus: Andto his rich grace , & render mercy , and 
ro the never-dying comforts of his gracious Spirit I recommend 
your Lo: And Noble houſe, 


Aberd. Sept. 9. Yor Lo: at allobce 
1637, aignce, S, R. 


Ti 


(14s.) 
To the Lady Laroirie_; 
(64) 
Race » Mercy & Pcace beto you. I hops x ve know what 
" 7 Home {101005 paſt berwixe Chriſt & vou 2 your rſt meetine : 
Ye remeraber he faid , your furner dayes w ould have clouds 
and YOUr roſe a prickly thorn betide it: Chrift 1; UnmiIxrt in 
heave n, all ſweetneſs and honey , here we have kim with his 
thorny 291 ro! agh crols ; ; yer I know no tree bearcth ſweeter 
foi then Chrift's s croſs, except I w ould raiſe a Iving report on 
it: [tb your part to take Chriſt as heis to be had in this I:fes 
Suferings arc like a wood planted round 2bont his houſe; over 
door a window: . It we could hold fait on: grips of him > 
thefield were Won: Yet alittle white and Chit Sha}lrriumph ; 
Ge Chrift 3 his own short time to pin, out thkric two long 
threeds of heaven and | hell ro all mankind, for c:rtainly the 
threed will not break; and when he hath 2ccomplished his work 
la mount Zion and hark reft:zed his flyer | he wt | bring new vel- 
els out of rae farnace, and roms 2 15 houſe and take up houf e 
294iN, I counſel vou1tofrecyorr fc fo >: clogging temprations; , 
by orcrcomins ſome, & conmenmine others; "and warching over 
al;gabide rr ucand loyal ro Chrift, for few NOW are f2it rohim; 
they gire C! _ blank paper for a-bond of ſ:rvice and a rent 
tance, now when Chriſt hach moſt adoc: to waſte a little blood 
with Ci:Liie, and £0 pur ou: part of thi. droffi world: in vawne 
over in ht; hand, as willing to quiret:| for tim, ts che ſakeſt Ca 
biact to ! keep the world 1a: "Put ric: was would rake theo WOz 
& all their Airs rlng o8 their back & run away iroin Chrilk Wo New 
will fail by the v, ay & leave their burden ben, 19d Tem ,, & De 
taken C n= rim elves. Well were my foul ro pur all I ba vez 
If & ſoul, over in Chriſt's hands ; let him be forch-com! ing 
forall, If anyask, how I doe? panſes , none can be bur 
well TA are in Chriit: And if I wire not to, ny ſu# frerings 
had m-ited me away 1n aches and ſmoke ; {thank my bas. chat 
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(146,) 
member my loyeto your husbana & show him from me, Ig. 


fire that he may ſeratideall things & make fure work of ſaly, | * 
tion, that i: benor aſccking when the ſand-glaG is run out, x Þþ * 
time & ereruity $hall rryſt together : There i; no errang 6 Þþ * 
wieghty as this: . O that he would take it ro heart, Grace Þþ | 
be with you. - I, 
| : 
Abezd. Yozrs in Chriſt Ieſia hy; I 

Lord. S. R. 4 

\ 

I 

To the Lady , 
DUNGUEIG HH, k 


MISTRESS, (65) 


TF Longrto hear from you , & how ye goc on with Chriſt: | 

-K aim ſurethar Chriſt & ye once met; I pray you faſten your 

grips ; thereis holding & drawing & much ſea= way to heaven, 

'$& wearc oiten fea-lick; bur rhe voyage 15 ſo neediull, that ve 

wult on any term?s rike Shipping with Chriſt. Ibcelceveit 

a good countiey Weare golng to, & there 1; 11 lodging 1n this 

ſmoaky houſe of the world, 1s which we are yet living. Oh 

that we should love ſmoke {o well & clay, thar holdethwur 

feer faſt ! It werc our hap; inefs ro follow on after Chiiſt ,, & 

ro anchor ovrſtlves upontie rock in the upper fide ofthe vall, hc 
Chriſt & Satan are now drawing to parties , & they are blinds Fn 

whoſee not Scorlz:d divided in rwo camp? ,. & C7. coming of ,, 

gut with hi; white banner of love, & he hangeth that overthe & 
heads of his ſfonldters : © And the other Captain , the Pyagon, Je 
is C:ming our with a great black flag , 6: crieth, rhe world, FI ,. 
fexorid, caſe, honor, C3 wile chin, and 1 ſofe couch , & here } (, 
liethcy, & leave Chiife tofend for himfelf : My counſels F 
that = come out & Jeaverie multitude & Jet Chriſt have your II ,, 
eompany:; Let themta'ceclay & this preſent world who love to 
it: Chrii is a more worthy & nobl- portieo-:- Bleſledare Þ} 4, 
theſe whogerhim: Iris 2000 giethe ſtorm riſe to make _ le 
all, F- 
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all, & tobe prepared to gveto the camp with Chriſt, ſeeing- 


| hewill not kecp thc hou:c, ror fir ar the fir--fide with couchers? 


A showr for Ciriitis littl: coou:h Oh l findeallroo lirtle for 
lim! Woe, woe, woe's me, thatThavenopropin: for my 
Lord Jeſus: My loveis ſofeckleſs thar it is a chame too offes 
ittohum. Ohifir were as broad as heayen , asdeep as the ſea, 


| L would gladly beſtow it upon him ! I perf ade you God is 


vringing grapes of red winc for Scorlard, & this land shalldrink 
&ſpue & fall: Hizenemies $hall diink the thick of it & the 


| orounds of it: But Scor[azd's withered tree shall blofiom 
| avain, & Chriſt shall iyake a lecond warriage with her , & take 

me his wife out 0: thefurnace; bur if our eyes $hall ſeeir, he 
| knowerh who hath created thne. Grace be with. you. 


Aberd. 1637. Temrs 1m h:s ſweet Lord 
tc (424. S-, 


To [ONET MCCULLOCH, 


Lovieg Siſter. (66) 


"AR: ce, mercy, &peacebeto you : Hold on your courſe; 
Or it may be, I will not ſoon ſeeyou: venture through 

th: chick of all rhings afrer Chriſt, & tine not your Maſter 
Cirejt 1n the chrong of this grear market. Let Chriſt know 
how heavy & how many a ſtone weight you & your cares, bur- 
dens, crofſes , & tins are; let him bear all: Makethe heri= 
tage ſure ro you. ſelf, ger charters & writs pail. d & through, 
&put on arms fo. the bartel, & keep you faſt ,y Chriſt, & then 
ſet the wind blow out of what airth it will, your foul will 
yt blow in the ſea, I fnde Chriſt the moſt ſeadable friend and 
companton in the world to me now : the ncel & uſefulneſs of 
Ch:iſt i ſeen beſt in trials. Ol if heb: not well vorthy of his 
rom ! Lodge him in houſe & heart; & {tir up your husband 
toleek the Lord : # I wonder he hat hnever wrictento mes T 
doe not forget him. I raught”ou the whole counſcl of God & 
lflivezed it to you » Ir will be inquired for, at your hands, 
ns K 2 hays 
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have itin readineſs againſt rhe rime that the Lord ack for j4. | ( 
make you to meet the Lord ; &reft & fleep in the love of thy | ! 
faireſt among the ſons of men : ' Deſire Chriſt*s beauty : 'vjy, Þþ Þ 
*our all your love to him & ler none fail by : Learn in prayer t 6 
ſpeak to him: help your mother's ſoul, & detire her from me Þ |? 
to ſeck the Lord & his ſalvation, it *s not ſoon found, min ÞÞ 
miſsir., Grace be with you. 'S: 
- = HE : | . 
Aberd. 1637, Yor Lowims Paſtor. 9 Þ s 

L 

SO | f 

To my Lord = 
y 


CRAIGHA LL. 


My Lord. (67) 


I cannot expound your Lo: contrary tides and theſe tentations 
wherewith ye areaflaulted to be any other thing bur Chui 
trying you, & ſaying untoyou Ew ze alfa leave me. 1am fur 
Chriit hath a oreat advantage againſt you ,, it ye play foul ply 
to hin, in thatthe holy Spirit hath done his part | In cvidens- 
Ing t9your conſcience, that this 1s the way of Chriit where 
ye shall hayepeace, &rthcother, as ſareas God liveth, the 
Antichriſt's way ; Thereforeas ye tear God , fear your light& 
ſana in aw of 2 convinci: conſcience: it ts far vetrer for your ( 


Lo: to keep your confcience, & to hazard in ſuch a konourable 
cauſc, your place; then wilfally & againſt your light to cont ks 
under giiutineſs: Kings cannot heal broken confciences; &ÞÞ þ; 
when death &: judgement shall comprize your foul, your coun- F (1; 
fellers & others cannot become caution to Jeſtice for you, EY 
it belong our Lord will put 2 finall d:tcrrtination ro Acts of ,c 
Parhiament & mens laws, & will clear you before men & An* I] jj; 
gels of mens unjuſe ſentences. Ye received honour , & place, I 1, 
& Authority , & tiches & reputation fiom your Lord, to en; 
forward &advancethe libcrtics &freedom ofChrif\'s Kingdom! I jj, 
- Men whoſe conſticnces are made of ſtoutneſs, think little of wo 
ſuch matters, which notwithſtanding incroach directly up91 Y 
E750 A Chuit's | 
; Larue 
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| . ( 149.) 
Chiit's prerogative royal. So wouid men thiakir alight mat-' 
rerfor /I Ja to put our his hand to hold th2 Lord's falling ark, 
hutitcoſt him his lice. And who douvteth bur a carnal friend wilt 
| adviſe you to »hut your window & pray bencath your breat : 
Ye make to0 great 4.4; with your praycis, fo would ahead-of-wit 
ſpeak, i:yc were 11 Darrel's place; Bur mens overguilded 
raſons will not help you when your conſcience is like to rive 
with a double charge. Alas, alas, when will this world learn 
tofubmir thuic wiltom to the wiidom of God. I am ſure your 
Lo: hath found the truth; goc not then to ſearch it over again; 
foric is or&inary for men to make doubts, when they havea 
mindero deſert the rrurih, Kings are not their own men, their 
waycsarein God's hand. Irejoyce & am 912d that yerefolveto 
walk with Chriſt, howbcit his court be thin, Grace be with 
your Lo- 
Aberd. Sept. 7. Y owr Lo: 1m b:s froect Maſlet and 
1637. Lord leſs += Se 


HW ILLIAMRARIGON 


of Atherny. 


Wortay E9 mach hononred Sir. (68) 

FA Race, mercy, & peace be ro you: How ſada prifoner 
AJ would I be, if I xnew not that my Lord Jeſus had the 
keys of the priſon himſelf, & that his death & blood hath 
boughr a blefling ro our cxrolles aſwell as to our iclves. Tam 
lure, troubles have no prevailing right over us, it they be bug 
our Lord's Serjeants to keep us in ward while we are 1n this fide 
otheaven: 1 am perſwaded alio , that they shall not goe over 
the bound-road , nor enter in to heaven with us ; for they finde 
no welcome there, where zhere 7s wo z20re death , meati:cr ſorrow 
wr crying, neither any more pam: S&thercfore we hall leave 
them behinde us. Oh 1f I could get as good a gate of fin,even this 
wolull & wretched body of fin, as 1 get of Chriſt's croſs ! Nay 

| ; K 3 indced 


>. 


indced Ithink the croſs bearcc./. v th me &it ſelf, ratherthenty 
in compariſon ofthe Ly1anny of hc lawlel: flesh & wicked tioh, Þ 
our that dw<lleth betide Chriſt's new creature : But Oh, thy Þ di 
that which picflcth me down, & p.t. th me: clus Chiiſty Þ 

his ſaints fietcrh ncighbour wich an ll ſecond, corruption, 
deans, coldnels, pride, Juſt, worldlineſs, eli-love, ſecy. pl 


rity, faichood, & awoild of no the ike, which TI finde in Ihe, 
that are daily doing viotence to the new man. O bur we haye 
cauſe to carry low fails, & to cieave 1ſt to tree Trace, free, free 
grace! Bl:fſcd be our Lord that ever that way was found 


out: If my one foct were in heaven & my foul halfin, i 


free-1 ill & corruption were abfolute Lords of me , I $hould 
never win wholly 1m. O burthe fweet, new & living way tha 
. F » O 
Chriſt h:th ſt. oke up ro our home, bealafe way! I finde 
now preſence & acc: is a greater dairty t):en b 'ore, butya 
the bridegiocm looketh through the latrcſ 8 thorow thehole 
of the door. O if he & I were in fair dry land rogcther inthe, 
other ide ofthe water. Grace be with you. 


Abcrd. Sept. 3O. Y ours ;22 has ſweet Lord 
1637 leſas, S R. 
Tothe Lady 
KILCONQUHAIR. 
MISTRESS. (69) 


Race, mercy & peace beto you; Ireceived your letter: 
[| am heartily content ye love & own tit> opp. lied and 
wronged cauſe of Chrife, & that now wh n ſo many are mulcar- 
ricd, ye are in any meaſure taken with the love of Jeſu : weary 
not , but come tn & ſeeif there be not more 1n Chritt then the 
tongue of men & Angels can cxpreſs; Ifyeſecka gate ro haa- 


ven, the ways in him, or, hetsit: What ye wants treaſur- | 


ed upin Jcfus, & heſaith, all ki; areyorers, even his Kingdom, 


hc 1s Conxent to diyiacit betwixt him & you , yeahis thrones | 


eſt, 
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(157.) 
[tis glory, Lok 2.1. 29. lh, 17. 24. Kev. 3.21, & There» 
Foretake pains tO cliunb up TO Tat beiieged houteto Chriſt : for 
| devils, men & armies of remptatio.'s are lying alLout the houſe 
Fo hold out all that are out 3 & 1tis taken with yioleace: It is 
E rot a ſinooth & calle way , NUT.uU will your weatuer be {ar & 
ieaant ; but waoſoever flaw the invitibic God & the fir CY » 
mak no recxonng of lofl.s Ol crolics : Fe: ye mutt be, colt 
| you what it will; itrd not for a price & for all thar ye have, to 
 vinthecaſtle ; rhe cighrs to 1rare wontoyou , &itis diſponed 
ro you in your Lord j-ſu,".reſtunent, & fee what a fair legacy 
{your dylay iriend C74 hat}: 1:ir ou: _ Andtlicere wanterh” 
| nothing but p 1-00, Then get up in thy ſtrength ct the 
Lord; get over the water t9 poti. is that Fond land: It); bets 


% 


ter thn a land of o:tves & wine-rrecs, forthe tree of iife rb.rk 


[ F And ” - j ; : - 
bemeth twelve mamer of fruits every mort 1s thert beforeyoa,, 


5 aprre rver of life,clear as or pſtal,proceed:.2; azit off te tirome of 
Gol and of te L994,is there, Your tines shoit, therefore loſt no 
time: Gracious & Faithfull i; he who hath called you ro his. Ktng- 
bm& glory. The ciry is yours by iree conquelt & by promile, 
| thercfore ler no uncouth Locd-idol pur you from your own. 
Thedevil hath cheatcd the ſimple heir of his Paradiſe, & by en- 
icing us to taſte of the forbidden fruit,hath,as it were, bought as 
cut ofour kindly heritage: Bur our Lord,Chrifſt Jeſus, hath done 
morethen bonghr the devil by, for he hath red:emed the wodfſct 
&made the poor heir free to the inheritace. If we knew the olory 
of our elder brothcr in heaven,we would long to be thereto ſee 
him,& to ect our fill of heaven:We children think the earth a fatr 
carden , bu It 15 bur God's out - field & wilde, cold, barren 
oround : All chings are fading thatare here: It is our hap- 
pineſs to make ſure Ghriit to our {clves. Thus remembring my 
loyeto your husband & wl king to him what [| write to you, L 
commit you to God's render m-rcy . 


Abverd. Sepr: £3» Yomrs in his feet) Lore 
1637. leſ-24. S.R. 


(52). 
_ To the 37/08 


. 


CRAIGHAL L: 


Flonourable and Cl rift a2 Lady, (70) 


ks RAC, METCY &: PEACE be to-you : I cannot but write tg 
;our La ofthe {weet & glorious termes {am 1 with tne 
molt joyful King that ever w yl under this ve!lt: nrifing & Pro- 
ſperous crofs:itts my Lord's fa ty ation wr ought By his owa 119ht 
hand , that the water dorth not (uffoca the breath of tn pa 
& Jo" full cour.cetn the Lo __, {Telus : For his own perſon 1s (ai 
10 thecan mp » ik his poor { Fuldicr, 1 ſee ; _ crols 1s tied 
with Chrift's hand to the end of an honeſt profcflion: Weare 
but foglsro endeavour troloofe Chriſt's = Ww acn 1confid. 
er the.comforts of God , idurſtnot conf. nt to {ellor wod-ſet 

ny shorr 1:ic-rent ofthe croſs of the Lord Jcſus. I knoiv thar 
Chriſt bought with his own blood a right to hai cd & bl:{le 
croſſes, ina far, as thee blow mc over the w aterto my long 
detir cd home: & 1t wcre not good that Chriſt should be the buy. 
er & I the ſcller., Ikn 20 thing & 8&: dearh $hall ra'zc ft: rings 
fairly off my hand: I hope wes ;hall have an hone c|t parting at 
wight, when hoe; piececola & froſty afrernoon-tiar of my evil 
&r rough day , Sh all beovers Weilis my ſoui of cither {weet 
or Dom that Chriſt hath «: :ny part or ——_ ifhe be atthe 
one end of it, it hailbe well with me. hall Giecre I libel 
faults againit Chrii's croſs ; ir hall +a my teftimonial under 
my hand , as an honeſt & ſaving mean of Ch:iſt for motrtifica- 
tion & Gith* s erowth. Thave eafty onger afiuiance fince I came 
over Forth , Ot Ethocxeclency of J ſus then 1 had before. Iam 
rather abou thim then in him , while I am abſent from him in 
this houſe of clay : But I wo! oy be in heaven for no other cauſe; 
but to cflay & trv , what boundicf joy it muſt be, tobe over 
head & ears in my welveloved Chrifl. iove.O that fair one hath 
my heart fo: eycrmore ! bur alas, it 1s ovcrlittle forhim! O 
ifit were better & morc worthy for his ſake ! O if I might meer 


avith him faccto face in-this fide of eter nity , & mighr have 
leave 


—z 


VE 


| (153) 
feavero plead with him that I aw 10 bungred & | Aamiched here j 
with rhe viggardly portion! of Misloverhar heewethme! O 
that | might oe carver & ftewa: :d V ſel at ——_ own willo® 
hiiſt's iove t Cit May lawſully wish chus | then would | co- 
large my veti.] | alas, anorrow & ebo2 ſoul] & raxein a lea 
of. love. Mx tunger for 1t 1; hungry & ſei 12 belecving 
that yer 1 sha!l 6: Caicfied with that love, foftin would I 
have , what L know 1 cannot hold, O Lord Jelas , delight- 
eftthou , delighrelft thou wes & torment poor ſouls with the 
want ofthy ivcompara: le toye!- O 1fi duri: call thy 6itpe: nf 
tion cro&) 1 1 know thou thr f4:t mercy without cirber brim 
or Gorton; TI ſen a art 4 God bankfull of mercy & love, 
but Gh als, litrie ofit com.tir my way. : I diero look a Is 
of rgth.r ic ove, beeaute © can ger bur liztleof it: But hope 
faith this ' provide nceshall ere long 1c 0k more favourably uv. 
pon po2r bodizs, ' & meallo. Grace be with your La: Spirit 


Aberd,. Sept. 10. Y ozirs La: 77 Les fo cer Lord 
1637. leſan. 5. Bs 


Oi mn mnt—————t——_— 


To Mr JAMES HAMIL TON. 


Reverend & dear Bretier. (71) 


—_ be to you from God our father and from our Lord Je- 
lus: Lamlaidlow when I remember what lam, and thar- 
my out=iide cafterh fi:ch a luſtre when I finde ſo lit:le within. Ir 
152 wonde:t that Chzitt's elory 18 not un 1n _ Ing through: 
ſach an uncican & 1mp ure channe] : © 1 ſec Chit will be 
Chriſt in the dreg and. refuſe of men; kis att, Nis io chining wil- 
dom, his beauty fpeateth loudeit in blackneſs, weakneſs, dead- 
neſs, yea in nothing. I fee, nothing no money , no worth. 
no g00d, no life, no dcſervinevis the oround that omniporency 
ihghrerh to / raw glory our oZ O ow Gweer 1s the inner fide. 
of Feb walls of  Chaſt s houſe, and a room belide himſelf? my 
diſtance from him makerth me fad, O thar we were in cthers 
ams! Ocrhat the nitddic things berwrxr us werexemoved. þ 


K 5 Ifinde 


(154.) 

I inde it a difficult matrer to Keep all ſors with Chriſt: when ke 
Lughcti [ {carcebeleeveit, I would ſoftin havert tus. Bur 
E am /1&ea low man looking up to a kip!: mountain, whom, 
weartnel5 and fainting overcometh. 1 would climb up, but] 
finderhat I doenot advance in my 1ourn:y as L would wish: Yer 
E truſt he shall cake me home againſt nizhr. I ma-vel not tha 
Antichrilt in his Qaves is fo buſie. but our crowned K1ng ſecth 
and >choideth, and will a1fl £:x Ziorn's ſatccy. Tam exceedingly 
diſtracted with letrers and company that vilite me ; what I can 
doe, or time will permit , I sh:ll rot omit: Excuſe my 
brevity , for lam ſtrained. Retnember the Lord's priſoner; 
I defireto be mindfull of you. Grace, orace be wirh you, 


Abecd. Sept. 7, - Yours 21:5 ſweet Lord 


1637. leſ#e3. S.R.. 


a. g_—_ — 
a__— ——— ll  I— —_— 


To Mr GEORGE DUMBAR. 


Reverend E9 Dearly b:loved intheLord. (72) 


tte, 


'S 


Race, mercy & peace be to you : Becauſe your words 

have ſtrengthened many , I was ſilent expecting foe 

ltncs from you in my bonds, & this is the cauſe why I wretenor 
to you : but now Iam forced to break off and ſpzak. I never 
beleevedtillnow, thatrhere was ſo much to be found in Chriſt 
12 this fide of death and of heaven. O theravishments of hea 
venly joy that may he had here, in the ſmall gleanings of com- 
forts that fall from Chriſt | whar fools are we who kiow not 
and contider nor the weight and the telling that is inthe very 
earneſt - penny & the firſt fruirs of our hoped for harvett | How 
{weet, how ſwect is vurinfefrment? O what then muſt perſon- 
2] pofleflion be? I finde thar my Lord Jeſus hath not milcooed 
Cr ſpilt this ſweet croſs, he hath an ey< on the fice and the melt= 
mg gold , to fepa:ate the mettall and the droſs. O how much 
time would ir take me, to read my obligations to Jeſus my 
Lord, who will neither have the faith of his own to be burnt to 


askcs; nor yer will hayea poor belceyer in the fice to behalf raw , | 


like 


(155.) 


| VikeEphrarms*s anturned ca%e!rhivis the wiflom _ who hats 


| his $61 Zion and h1; fur ace in feruſaien., Inecd not either 


| budor Bart. r tempeations, cr: feos, nor i: tveto vuy the Deyil or 
' this malicious w ocld by , ot z.duem thr 4mdacts wit halfa 
| hy ercadth of truti: He who 1i- fur ty For his ſervant for 


e004 do.ti? PIWEL _y Ove: FUL 2iiti:;ar. 1t-c my pafon harly 
nather lock nor door; I] amfieem my bonds , aid my chains 


| are made of FOEPIIRED "PR 24 5 'y all not bide on? pull of faith. I 


amlure they arc 10 cl whowould :xching, thr rorments witl 
our croti-''s, ſupp! ce they ;hould nev-r be 4clivercd, & ove 
twenty _—_ Mu Ear mn -nr to boot, robein onr bonds $for 
e't: & thereforowe wrongs Chit who ft. h & fear & doubr 8 
Lhond: in then, Oui ſift {1397S are wachn in Chrilt's blood 
as well as our fouls E for Cirit LETS Lougnt a — 
to the crofles of the ſons of fronts 13d Jctu hat? a bacz 
bond of all our re:npta: ions , r':at thi tree warders Shall come 
out by Jaw and juſtice, in refed ot the infinite and great 
funme that theR.deemer patd. Our trovhl:s ow u; a free p: thee 
tirough rhem; : d-yils and men and croflzs areour debters , and 
teath and atl forms are our devrers, to blow cur poor tolled 
bar over the water frou zht-frce, & toſet thetravellers 1n their 
own known ground: Therefore we sþail die £5 yerliae + we 
aeover rhe warcrſſomew ay} al ready ; wear: mar:ied, & our 
toche: e205d14 payed; weaie Þlr ady more then conquerours : 
Iirho #vilantths world knew how the court withour Lad 
mall Coe, lam ſure they would hire drath to tate ns off their 
hand ; our ſufferings are the onclv w. ack & cuine of the black 
Kingdom : * and yer. a little & t the Antichrift muſt play himſelf 
vith t the bones & Main bodies of the Lamb's followers; but with- 
ll we ftand with the hung: ed fourty & four trouſand who are 
vith the Latab upon the r.-p of ©» oat Sion: Anrichriſt & his 
blowers are don in the vall. yg ound, wehave the adyati-a 
age of the hill : our tempt +11on- are alwayes beneath, our 
vaters arebencath our bie.th ; as dymg and beheld we lin I 


J never heard before of 2 living deat, or 4 qu ckdcath, but 


ours: our death i- not like the c0in;4:00 death; @hriſt's lai hiz 


undy work & ancw cait of Chiiit's admirable ait may beſeen 


In 


(156.) 


an our quick death, Tbfc{ the Lord that all our troubles come 


through Chriſt's fingers , & that he caſtcth Jug 'ar amone 
them , ” andca terh in, (ome ounce weiohts ofhcaven and of 
thufptiir of glory | thatreſterh on | ſuffering belecvers} inour 
Cup in wi: ich there is no taſt? of hell, 219 dear Brorecr, ye 
kno alt theſe berter t thenT: I ſend water to the ſea, ro ſpeaks! 

theſe thing: ro you : Bur it ealcth me to defire you to help me 
ro pay ciouoblhenifizo Jelus. O what praiſes I ow him! | 
would I were in my free heritage , that : kg begin £0 pay 


ny debtsro Jfoſus, Llentreat for your prayers & pr, Miſes: | 
#5 »I7Ct not ws 
— PL. 17. Y ozer brother ard foilow ſruijererm 
I63 | and for Chriſt S. BR. 
To Mr DAVID DICKSON. 
Reverend and weibcloved brotler inthe Lord, (73) 


]: Blk theLord who hath {o wondertully itopped the on-going 
of that Ia-victs proceſs agaiaſt you. The Lot: :d retgneth, & 
hart: a ſaving eye upon you & your miniitery®, & therefore fear 
not what men can do?. I bleſs the Lord that the Irish mtniſters 
finde employment, & > profefio:s comtort of their miniſtery: 
Bcleeve ine, Idiurſtnor, as Iam now diſpoſed , hold anho- 
_ brother our of the pulpir: I rrvit, the Lord chall guardyou 

& hide you 12 the shadow of his han; I am not pheaee with t- 
ny that are againſt you in that. Iſcethis, in proſperity mens 
conicience will not ſtactar {mall fins: But if ſome had bcen 
where I have be-n fince I came Comp you, a little mote would 
have cauſ:d thur eye water & troubled their peace, O how 
ready are we to inclin? Fey the world's-hand ? Our arguments 
being well cxamined are often drawn from our sxin : the whol: 
Skin & a peaceable tabernacle 15a zopych ma%120 in great requel 
in our L92:ck, I finde a littie breirding of God's ſeed in this 
town , for the which the Doors have Told me thetr minde, 
that they cant bear with1t, and have examined and threat- 
ncd the c people that haunt my company: I fear I get not 
leayc to winter here, and whether I goe, I know not; Iam ready 
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| 26, Iufferin my name by them: 
 cucifying of the old ian: Ler them cur the throat of my 
| credit & doe as they like beſt with it, when thewind of their ca. 


(159.) 


: atthe Lord's call, I would I could make acquaintance with 


Cris croſs, forT finde, comforts lic tro, & follaw upon the 
I rake itas apart of rhe 


JMmaics bath blown away my good namefrom me in the way 


| toheaven, I know Chriſt will take my name out of rhe mire 
| & wash it & reſtore it to. me again. 


7 I would have a minde 
(if che Lord would be pleaſed ro give me 1r} ro be a fool for 
ra 


Chrift's aks. Sometimes while I have Ch:i%kt in ty arms, I fall 
alleep with the (weernefs of his preſence, & hen iny fleep ſteal- 


ethaway out ot my arms , & when I awate!{ mii him, Tam 


much comforted with ry Lady Prificze, a good woman & ace 
; | M's» 
quainted with God's wayes. Grace be witn you. 
Yozrs inks ſweet Lord. 
lefzs, S. 


——c cc 


Aberd. Sept. Ile 
1637. 


Oo — 


To the right honourable, my Lord 
LE oo FF D 0 © -M 


Right boveurabie. (95) 

Race mercy & peace be to your Lo: Ir2joyce exccedingly 

thatT hear your Lo: hath a good n.12d% m0 Chriſt & his 
now =50rn-down truth, 2y very dear Lord, gout on inthe 
ſtrength of the Lord to carry your honous & worldly glory to 
the new /crizj.clew ; For this cauſe your Lo: reccivedtheloof the 
Lord : this 15a fare v ay for the eſtabliguatnr of your houſe if 
ycbe of theſe who are wiliiag in your place ro buiid Zton's old 
waſte places in Scorizud. You: Lo : wanerh not Go@*s & man's 
lay both, now tocome to the ti: ects for Chrilt: & ſuppoſe the 
baſtard lawsos Min were agatnſt YOu 5 IC 15 an honeſt & Zealous 
errour, 1f here ye liip avainſt a pOLNT Or Punctilio of ſtanding po- 
licy : when your or flipperh in ſuch known ground as is the 
royal prerogittye of our hre' & moſt rruty dreadSoveraignſwho 
hath many crowne on his head ] & the lipriries of his houſe, le 
willhold you up, Bi: fled shall they be who rue pan Ps 1ittle ones 
& 


re nent oowondto nc ns Moen ob 


(158.) 
8 dach their heads againſt ſtones ; TI wish your Lo: havea thare 
of that bicſhing 1th ot icr worthy Nooles 1.: our land, It 1, true, 
itis nov accounted wifiom for men ro be partners 1n | ullin, up 
the ſtakes & loogng the cords of thetent of Cariſt: cur Lam pe. « 
ſaradcd, that tha: wiſdom 1s crt.u down in heaven, & shall never 
pail for true wiliom iti the Lord , whoſe: word cri th shame 
upon vita _ainlt Chii::&rruth: & accordin ly it $hall prove 
«ham - & coafunon oftacc in rhe end. Our Lord hath C1ven your 
Lo: i } ofa verter ſtamp, learning allo v herein yeare not be. 
hinac tþ d:ſvarcr and tix ſotps, O wiat « bl. ft drhia_ 1: it roſee 
NO-ALILY, Aarne & Savctucation, all co cuire im one | 
For tae(c ye ow your fe] ro C..nit & his  1:1gdom: God 
bath be-114. rd & b.=,.mted th. wit & the ica.ning of the 
fcrides & diſpatzr. 0:t21, tune; they looks aiguint to the Bible : 
This blinding & bc-nit ing woild vlinatoldcth mens light, 
that they are afiraid roſe ttraught out © fore tem , nay their 
very light player. te knav<,or v0:{ ,to truth. Your Lo: kno « 
eth, withia a liccle wile, Policy againittiur will blu h, & the 
worizs 0: men 5h] burn,cyen their ſptder-w b ,whoſpin out ma- 
ry hundred clls & web: of indif.rcncie tathe Lord, wort hip, 
r30cQ then ever +:ojes,vho would have 47z.:oof mitt rial; &Daxul, 
Who would have alovb oxt at ami dow a matter of lif- & death, 
then ever [lay}J.hie men of God dreamed of, Alas, thar men 
eareshape, carve, cut & clippe our King's p.1nc.ly Teſta- 
ment 1n lengta ad breadth and 1n all dimeniion;, anſwcravle 
to the conceptions of ſuch pol cy as a þ aii-of-wit thinleth 
2 ſafe and rrim wiy or ſerving od. tow have men or- 
gotten rite Lord, that they dare g09% againſt even 'that 
eruta which once thy preached themſelves, howbcir rh: 
fermons3 nov be as thin fown as thrav-b:riis i224 wood or 
wildern:is, Certainly the {* evreſt +. ſafeſt con. {ce1s , for this 
chorrt time of the aftcr:00n of this ol & declining world, 9 
Kantor Jeius: he hath (ail ir & it 1; Qur part ro bclceveit, 
tat cr2 1: be long 77. 5:all be m2) more, aud 76 (vaven tl 
waxoid as a garment oe Joe wenotter it already ai old hottie & 
threed-bare TArNENT? aorth not cr ple & 12:ne- ature tel us, 
that the Lord will 10:6 up the od gaiineat ,< and lay it aide, & 
; , that 


W_— 


Loyd, this poor travcliiag woman , our pained Church , 15 


I49. 
that the heavens shall be folded rogether as a ſcroll & this peſt= 
houſe shall be burnt with fire,&that both plentshing &walls shall 


| melt with fervent heat? for ac the Lord's coming he will doe 
| yith this earth as men doe with a leper houſe,hc wil burn the walls 
| withfire & the plentshing of che houſealfo, 2Per. 3,10,11,12. af 

| very Daer Lore, how shall ye rejoycein that day to have Chritt, 


Angels, heaven , & your own conſcience toſmileupon you. I 
am perſwaded one ficknight through tie terrors of the Al= 
mighty , would make m:n | whoſe confuince hath ſuch 


| 2 wide throat as an imaze like a Chathedral Church would 

: ; y _ R 

| ee down it. ] have other thoughts of Chrilt and his wore 

C., . . . 

| ship then now they pleaſe chemſelves with. The ſcarcity of 
| faith in the carth ſaith, Wearchariupon th: laft nick of times 

| Blfl.d are theſe who keep their garments clean againſt the 

| bridegroom's coming : There $hall be ſpottca clothes & many 


DO 


| defiled garments at his laſt coming ; & therefore few found 
| worthy to walk with him in white. I am perſwaded, zv 


with childe of victory & <hall bitng {o:th aman-clilde that 


| shall be caught up to God & his throne, howveit the Dragon 


y 


| ſin his followers } be attending the childe-burh -pain, as an 
| toyptian midwife, to. rect ve the birch & firanglew; Mazg: 8. 
| But they $hall be dijappolurce wi thu ior the Gelliuthion of 


Don,theysbail be aswhen 2 hungry man drcameth that he eateth 
bur behold he awaketh & bis ſou] is emr<5,07 when a thirſty man 
dreamerh,that he drinketh but beko!d te awakerh & ts faint & kis 
ſoults not (crisfied:io shall ir be, I fy, wich the malritude of all rhe 
nations taat fig ht 20a1nſt mount Zion. Tizersforethe weak, % 
feeble, theſs rhat arc as lignes & woigers 10 lica'l , have choſen 
the beſt ſide, cycn the {ide that victory is upon ; & Ithipk, this 
Fnoeyilpolicy. Verily for my {elf, Iam fo well picaſed with 
Chriſt & his noble & hone born croſs, this croſs that 15 come 
efChriſt's houſe, & is of iv to kiinfelf, rhar 1 should weep iftr 
$ould comerto niffcring & baitrring of lots & condition with 
theſe that are at eaſe in Z'on: I hold ſtill my choice & bleſle 
my ſeIFin ir. I ſce , & [ belceve there is falvarion 1n this way that 
Kevery where ſpoken againft:[ hopero goeto eternity & 10 ven- 
Tere 
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(160.} 
enre upon the laſt evi] to the ſaturs , even upon death, fully pe! 
Fyaded that this onely , even this, is, the ſaving way for racks 
conſcicnccs & for weary & laden fianers to findeeaſe & peace fy 
evcrmore into: &indeed 1ti4 not for any w orldly reive& tha] 
ſpeak fo of it: the weathe: ts not ſo hot that I have grear ca. 
to ftartle1n my prifon,or to boaſt of that: ntertatnment.thar Ty 
g-0d friends rhe Prelats, intend for me, which is banrshmey, 
if they $hail obtain their deſire & efetu at what they delion 
bur ler it come, L rue not that I made Chiiſt my waile & th 
choice; I rhink lum ay the loager the better. 2y Lord, Ir hal 
be good ſervice to God to hold your nobic friend & Ch:eftipon 
2 good courſe for rae truth of Chriſt, TT ow the very God 
peace eitablisn your Lo: in Chit Jeſu- uatorhe end, 


Aberd. Sept, 10» Y 6:27 Lo: op [ts ſweet Lord 
1637. feſors, S« Re 


Tothe Lairdof 
GAITGOGERAI © 


; Afm's konocgred Sir. | ) - 


Ree, mercy & peace b2 to 59ou; I can doe no more 
& T ut thankyou in paper , 6: remember you ro him whom[ 


ſerve, for your kindnel: & care of a priſoner. I bleis the Lord, 
the cauſe I ſufter for neederh nor ro blu h before Kings : Chit 
white, honeſt & fair truch necdeth n{icher was pale ſor Tear, nor 
blusb, for chame, I bl che Lord who hath evacedayoi ro own 
Chriſt now , when ſo muny are affoid roprofel- lin, & ide 146m) 
for fear they ſuffer loſ by avouching him. Alas that fo many 
in th:ſc dayes are carricd with the times : As if Llicar con!cioncy 
rolled upon oyled whe-ls fo doe they go: any way the wind 
blow:th chem, & becauſe Chriſt is not marker-ſweet, men putt 
him away from them. Worthy C9 manch honored Grr y got ol 
to.own Chritft & hi; oporetied truth: Theend of ſufFerings for 
theVoſpel is reſt and gladnef:: light & joy is fown tocthe mouin- 
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( 161.) 


| exin Zion andrheharveſt [whichis of God's making for time% 
manner} is neer: Crofles have right '& claim to Chriſt inhs 
| membels , Utillegs & arrhs & whole myſtical-Chpiſt be 1n hea- 
| yea; There will berain'& Hail & ftorfy fit theElaints clouds , 
' yertill God cleanſe with fire the works of creation, & till hg 


burn the botch=houſe of heaven & earth that mens ſin hath iub= 


| jtedunto vanity, They are bleſſed whoſufler & fin nor ,"fos 


kſſcring is che badge that Chriſt hath pur upon his followers? 
Take what way we can to heaven, the way is hedged up with 
crofies ,- there is no way, but to break through them 4 
wit& wiles, $hifrs & Jaws will not-finde. out away abour. 
the crols of Chriſt bur wemuſt through. . one thing by cxperi>. 
exccmy Lord hath taught me, that the waters betw1xt this &: 
heaven may ail be ridden if e þs well hors'd, I meanir webs 
in Chriſt , & not one $hall drown by the way. but ſuch as loye 
their owndeftruction. Oh if we could wait on for atime & be= 
levein thedark the falvatioa of God! Atleaſt we arcto beleeve 
oood of Chriit rillhe give us theſlip | which is impoſſiole ]' & 
totake h15 word for caution that he $ball filkup all rhe blanks in. 
his promiſes & give us what we want : but totheunbeleever 
Chriſt's Teſtamert is white, blank, unwritten pap2r. worthy 
and dear Sir, (et your faccto heaven & make you to ſtoop at. 
al the Jow entries in the way : that ye may receive the 
Kingdom as a childez without this, he that knew the way 
fad, there is no entry in. O but Chriſt be willing to 
ladapoor finner ! O what love my- poor ſoul hath found 
"n him 1o rhe houſe of my pilgrimage ! Suppoſe love in, + 
heaven and carth were loſt, I dare {wear it may be found ® 
jn Chriſt, Now the very God of peace eſtablish youriilrhg 
dy of the glorious appearance of Chriſt, 


Abcid. Sept. 7. Yours 172 (55 ſrect Logd 
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f Race, merey 8& peace be to you: Ilong to hearhoyi f 


gocth with you & your children: I exhort yoanoty 


loſe vreath nor to faint in your - journey : The way ts noth | 


long te your home as it was ; it will wear to oneſtep oran inch 


at length , & yeshall-comc ere long to be within your arms |þ ; 
lenoth of the clorions crown. Your Lord Jeſus did ſweats 
pant <re his zot up that mount , he was ar father ſave me withit, | 


rt washewho, Pal. 22: 14. ſaid. Z ampourcd ourlike wat; 


ell my buzes areont of joynt | Chiiſt was as if they had broke þ 


twm upon the whecl } my heart is like wax, it 15 melted tile 
midſt of wybowels v.15. My flrength ts dricd up like a potsheard; 


Iam ſureye love theway the verter that his hely fect trodit i 


before you: 'Croffes have a ſmell of crofled & pained Chill 
I beleeve yontLord will not leave youto die youralonein the 
way. - Iknow ye have ſad hours when the comforteris hidun. 
dera vail & when ye inquire for him , '& findcbur a room neſt: 
This I grant is but a cold good = day when the ſceker miſfeth 
him whom the ſoul loveth; bureven his unkindneſs is kind ; his 
abſencelovely, his mask a ſwect fight, till God fend Chrif 
himſelfin his own ſweet preſence: make his ſweet comforrs your 
- own, & benot ftrange & shame-faſt with Chriſt: homely deal. 
" ng1s beſt for him , 1tis his liking . When your winter ſtorms 
are over, the ſummer of your Lord shall come: Your ſadneſs 
with childeof joy. he will doe you goodin the latter end. Taxe 
no heavier lift of your childten then your Lord alloweth , give 
them roon: behideyour hearr , but not in the yolk of your heart, 
where Chriſt chould be ; for then they are your idols, not your 
. bairns: ifyour Lord rakcany of them home to his houſe before 
theſtormcomeon, takcit well, theowner of the orchard may 
take down tv-0 03 thre- -vpics off his own trees before midſum- 
mer & ere they ger tac haryeſt ſun, & it would not be _ 
£145 
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| tharhis ſervant , thegardiner, should chidehim for it : 


ai Lord pluck his own Fiuir at any ſeaſon he pleaſerhy chey 


| arcnor loitto you, they arelaid up ſo well as that they are cof- 
| fered in heaven where Gur Locd's oeſt jewel; lie: They are all 


feegood; that arcthere, death can haye nolaw ro arreſt an 


thing that is within the walls of the new /eruſalem. All rhe 


int, becauſe oflin , arelike old ruſty horologics rhat mufk 
betaken down, & the wheels (Coured & mended, & ſet up again 


| inbetter caſe then before: Sin hath ruſted both ſoul & body: 

| cur dear Lord by death taketh us down to ſcour the wheels 

| ofboth, & rgpurgeus perfectly from rheroor and remaitider of 
fa, & we $hall be ſer up in better caſe then before. Then 

pluckitp your hearr , hcayen is yours, & rhar is a word few 

| canſay, Now the great Shepherd of the _ & the very, God 

| ofpeate confirm & cftablish you torhe day of 


Chriſt our Lord, | 
Abe rd, 7 Sept. ; "'Y! ONY'S ibis ſweet Lor2 
Wah Teſs, S. R.. 


To his revend & very dear brother 
M GEORGE GILLESPIE: 


My very Dear Brother. [78 ] 
F Received yours : I am till with the Lord, hiscroſs hath dotis 
that which 1 thought impoſſible once: Chriſt keeperh ny in 


thefire & water with his own, & cometh ere our breath goe 


out & exe our blood grow cold. Blefled are they whoſe feet 


eſcape the Oreat golden net that 15 now ſpread : itis our hap= ' 


pinels to take the crabbed , rough & poor fide of Chriſt's 
world, which is a l:aſe of crofles & lofles for him; for Chriſt's 
In-comes & caſualitics that follow him are many: & ir 15not a 
litle one, that a good conſcience may be had in following him 
this 1; true gain & moit to be laboured-for & layed. Many ove 
Chriſt for a shadow,becauſe Chriſt was rather beſide their con= 

L z | {cience 


he appearance of 
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'cience ina dead & reprobare light, then in their conſcienee, Le 
us be ballaſted with grace, that we be not blowen over & that ye 
ſtaggar not, Yet a little while & Chriſt & his redeemed ons 
Shall fill the ficld & come out victorious: Chrilt's glory 
rriumphing in Scerlard 15 yer in the bud & in the birth, bur the 
birth cacnotproveanabortive: Fe shall nor fart nor be arſe. 
raged till be ave brought fort judgement munto victory, Lety 
fttil minde our Cover: & the very God of peace be yuh 
you, EYE RECs 
Aberd.' 9. Sept. Yor Brother im Creſt, 

1637. S.R. 
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To Mr MATHEW MOWAT. 


Reverend C5 Dear Brat. ev. ( 7 9) : 


Am refreched with your letters: I would take all well 

my Lord's bands that he hath done, IfI knew 1 could do 
iy Lord any fervice in my ſuffering : ſuppoſe my Lord would 
makea ſtop = hole of me ro fill a holetn the wall of his houſe, o: 
2 pinnirg 1n Zion's new work : For any place oftiuſt inmy 
I.ord's houſe , as Reward or chamberlain', or the. like: ſurely 
I think my ſelf [ary very der brotier, 1 ſpeak not by any proud 
figure or tropeJunworthy ofir ; nay Lam not worthy ro ſtand 
bchindetie door: if my head & fect. & body were half out,halfin, 
in Chriſt's houſe, fo Iſaw the fair face ofthe Lord of the houte, 
it would fill my griening & love-fics defires. When I her 
that the men of God areat work & ſpeaking in our Lord Jeſus 
his name, I think m y ſelf but an out=caft or our-law chafcd from 
theCiry tolic onthe hills & live amongſt the rocks & ort-fields 
C that 1 might but arid in Chriſt's our-houſe , or hold a can- 
dle in any low vault ofhis hcufe ! *Bur 1 know this 1s burthe 
vapours that arife out of a quarrellous & unbeleeving heart, to 
darken thewiidom of God * And yeur faultis juſt mine , that 
I cannot bclceve my Lord's bare & naked word ; I muſt 
gither þavc an apple to play me with $& (hake hands _ 
ey 2 : Chil 
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| (16) oo | 
Chriſt, & have ſcal, caution, & witneſs tohis word , orelit 
I count my felf looſ!; howb-.1r I havethe word & fatth of a 
King. Oh, Iam made of unbelief & cannor fwinbur where 
my feer may rouch the ground ! Alas , Chriſt under ty : 
temptations 1s preſen dro me as lying -warcrs, asa dyvyour & 
acouſener! We can make ſuch a Criſt as remprationsſ[taſts 
ing u5 in 2 night=drean ] docrh feign & deviſe | & tevprt 
ations repreſent Chriſt ever unl.ke himſelf } & wen our folly 
liſtea to the remprer. ' If I could miinitter one faving word td 
any, how glad would my foul he; Bur F my {elf {[ which is 
my greateſt evil] ofren mnuſtake the croſs of Chit: Por I 
know if we had wit & knew well that caſe [laycth us fools , we 
would defire a market where we might barter or niffer onrfazis 
caſe with a proftable croſ.; howoeit taere be an out=:aft natur-" 
al betwixr our dcfires & crivulation : But fome give-adeir: 
rice & gold for phylick whickthey loyenot & buy ticknefs;,” 
nurſes thy wish rather to have been whole then to be lick.” 
But ſurely . Brother , ye-Shall not have my advice [ howvbeit 
alzs F cannot follow it my ſelf] ro contend with the honeſt 
& fairkfull Lord of the houſe; for goc he or comehe, he isay 
gractoys in his departure: There arc grace & mercy & Jov- 
ns kindneſs upon Chiift's back-parts; & When he goeth 
away, the proportion of kis face, the image of thar fair ſun 
that ſtayerh 11 eyes, ſenſes & hearrafier he is gone, leaverh 2 
maſs of love bchiade it in the heart . * The found of his knock 
at the door of his beloved afcer he1i5 gone & paſt, leaverh & 
thare of joy & ſorrow both: So we have ſomcthing ro feed 
upon ti}l he return, 8& he is more loved in his departuxe , 8 
after he is gone then betore,as rhe day in the declining ofthe fun 
& toward's the evening is oiten moſt deltied . And as for” 
Chriſt's croſs I never rcceived evil of it, but what was o0fmine. 
own making: when I milcooked Chriſt's phyſick,no marvel that 
thurt me: For ſince it was on Chrilt's back it hath alwayes 
a ſweer ſmell & theſe 1600 Years it keepeth the ſmell of 
Chriſt ; nay it iselder then rhat roo , for'it' is a long time fince 
Abel firſt hanſel'd rhe croſs & had it lai4 upon his shoulders & | 
down from hjm all aloneſt to this very day all the ſainrs' have 
Eo Os ; L 2 knaxy 


( 1.66, ) 


known whatit is. Tam glad that Chriſt hath ſich a relationto 


this c76/f, & that 1t 1s Called zþ crofs of over Lord Jeſus, Gal.6; 
v.14. His reproacies, Hib.13:13. Ai Chriſt would claim 
jt as bis proper goods, & foirc.merhin thereckoning amon 
Chriſt's own property : Ifit were umplecvil, as fins, Chriſt, 
whois not theauthor nor owner of tin , would not ownit. [ 
wonde: at theenemies of Chri. [in whom malice hath runa- 
way with wit, & will tsup & v.1t gown J that they would clay 
_ rolift up the ſtone latain Zzop - ſurely ir is not laid in fuch link. 
ing ground as that they can raiſe it or remove it ; for when 
we arc intheir belly & they hayc ſwallowed us dow:,, they will 
de ſick & ipue us out again. I know Zzor & her tHusband can- 
not both fleep at once ; I belcevc our Lord once again hall 
water with his dew the withered hill of mount Zzez in Scur- 
land & come dowrr & make a new marriage again, as he 
did long fince. Remember our Covenant: Your excuſe for 
your advice to me is needleſs; Alas, many fit befide light 
as ſick folks beftide meat & cannot makculſe of it, Gracebe 
her YE h | 


Aberd. Sept. 7. Your brother in 
1637. | Chriﬆ, S.R. 
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To Mr 
JOHN MEINE. 


| Dear Brother. (80) 


'F Recerved your letter: I cannot bur teſtifie under wine own 
| Femey that Chriſt 1s till the Icnger the berter, & that zh#s r1me 
z5 the time of loves. When I have ſaid all I can, others may be- 
gin & ſay, Ihave ſaid nothing of him. I never knew Chriſt 
to cbbe or flow, wax Or wane : his winds turn not when he 
ſeemeth to chance, it is but we who turn our wrong fide to 
him. Ineverhad a plea with him in my hardcſt conflicts bur 
ef migcown making. Oh that I could live tm peace & good 
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neighbourhood with ſuch a tecond, & Ict him alone! My 
uobelief made many black lizs, bur my recantation to Chriſt 
is not worth the hearing * Surelv he hath born with ſtran "E 

idesin me : Heknoweth mv hearthath-nor narurall wit rs 
Los quarters with ſuch a Saviour. Ye doz well to fear your 
own backfliding: I had ſteed fure,if I had in my youth borrow« 
ed Chrift ro be my bottom; Bur he-that beareth his own 
weight to heaven, shall nor fail to flip & fink. Yehad noneed to 
bebare-footed among the thorns of this apoſtat generation, leſt 
a ſtob ſtrike up inyour foot & cauſe you to halt all your 
dayes : And think- nor, Chriſt will doe with you in-: the 
matter of ſuffering as the Pop: docthin the wmarter of tin: Ye 
hall not fince rhar Chriſt will ſell a Diſpenſation or giyeaDy- 
your's Protection againſt crofl:'s : Crofſes are-proclaimed as 
common Accidents to all the ſaints, &in thetn ſtandeth'a' patr 
ofour communion with Chriſt : Bur there lieth a ſweer caſia- 
liry ro the croſs, eyen Chriſt's preſence & his comforts when 
they are fanCtified. Remember my loye to your father & mo- 
ther, Grace be with yOu, | | 5 


Aberd. 7. Sept, . Yors in b4s ſweet Lord | 
16;7 Teſus. SR. 
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Bailiſſe of Leith, (81) © 


Much honoured tr the Lord. 


(=D mercy & peace beto you: Iam ftill in good termes 
vith Chriſt, however my Lord's wind blow , Ihavethe 
adyantage of the calm & funny fide of Chriſt. Devils, & 
hell, & Devils ſervants , are all blowen blinde in purſuing the 
Lord's little Bride: They shall be as a nezht-dream who fete 
aganit mount Ziow. Werthy Sir, 1 hope ye take to heaitghe 
worth of your calling: This great fair & mecting of people 
will skaile, & the portis open for us: Asfaſt as time wearcrh 


_ fur, wefleeaway: Eternity isat onrelbow, O how bleſſed 


$4 | are 


ME ont | X | 
arethey who in time make Chriſt _ for themſelves ; Salyatior 
3s agreat errand; I finde1t hard to fetch heaven. Oh that ve 
could take pains On our lamps for tize Bridegroom?'s comng !the 
other fide of this world will ve turned up incontinent, & ze Shall 
down, &thele that are weeping in fack=cioth call tilumph 
on white horſes, with him whoſe name is Tie word of God, 
Theſe dying idols , the fair 'creatures thar we whorishiy love 
better then our Creztor, will pals away like {now water. The 
Godhead, the Godncad , a communion with God 1n Chriſt, to 
be halvers with Chiilt of the purchaſed houſe & inneritancein 
heaycn,chould be your ſcope & aime. For my ſelf, when I lay m 
counts, O what teiling, O what weighing 13 in Chiiſt ! O hoy 

ſoft are his kiſſes! © love, Jove ſurpaſting in Jeſus! I have no faulr 
to that love,but that ir ſeemerh todeal niggardly with me:l have 
Ittleofit. O rhat Lhad Chrii's ſeen & read band, ſubſcribed 
by himſelf, for my fill ofit-! What garland have I, or what 

- crown, 1cTlookedright on things, but Jeſus? Oh there is 
noroom'in us on this fide of the water for that love i This 
narrow bir earth & theſ-cbbe & narrow ſouls can hold little of 

It becauſe wearefull ofrift;; I would gloty, glory woulden- 

lJargeus {as it will] & make ustight, & cloſe up our fecams& 

rifts, that we might be able ro comprehend it, which yer is 
incompfchcniible. Remcmber my-loyeroyour wits. Grace 
be with you. 


Aberd. SCP. Fe Yours amnhis ſweet L ord 
I637. ' | le([45. TI. R. 
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Ta ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Earleftoun, 


| Much honoured Sy. [$2.) 
Owbcit I would have becn glad to have ſeen you; ya 


{ceing out Lord hath becn pleaſed to break the ſnare of 


your adverſaries, I heaitily bleſs our Lord on your behalf, Our 


Exolles for Chriſt are not niade of iton , they arc fofeer and of 


: mo 


(1 


(169) 
more gentle mettall: It 1s caly for God, to make a fool of 
theDevil rhe farher orall fools. As ior mc, I but breath our 
vharmy Lord breatheth 1a : The {cum $ froth of my letters , 
Iachcr upon ny own unbcl-eving hearr. {know your Lord 
tab ſomething to doc with you , becauſe Saran & malice have 
cot ſore at you ; out your bowe abideth in it's ſtrength, Ye 
hall nor by my advic: bea halver with Chriſt, to divide the glo- 
xy of your deliverance berwixt your ſel: & him. orany other 
ſcond mean whatſoever: Ler Chrilt [| as1t ferterth him well} 
hayeall the glory , & triumph his alone. The Lord ſerhim- 
{fon high 1 you; 1ſee Chriſt can borrow acroſs for ſome 
hours, & {ct ht: ſervants befideir , rather then under it , & win 
theplea roo , yea & make glory to himſelf & shameto his ene4 
mics & comfort to his children our of it : But whether Chriſt 
buy or borrow croſlcs , heis King of croſles, & King of Devils, 
&King overhell, & King over mal:C-: Whe : he wasin the 
rave, hecameour, & brought the keys with him : heis Lord- 
aylor, nay what ſay 1, hc is Caprain of the caſtle, & he hath the 
ys ofdeath<hell;&whar are our troubles bur little deaths:&he 
vho command<rh rhe orcar calltle commanderh the little atſo, 
1-[ ſee, a hardn:d face & two skins upon our browes, againſt rhe 


vinter hail , & ſtormy wind , is mecteſt for a poor rxavellcrin a | 


winter journey to heaven, O whatarrt is it to learn to endure 
hardnels &rolearnto goc bare. foorced either through the deviPs 
hery coals or his frozen waters! 3. I am perſwaded a ſea-yenture 
with Chrift maketh great riches ; Is nor our King Jeſus ht: Ship 
coming hame, & shall not we get part ofthe gold? Alas,wefools 
miſcounrt our gain when we ſcem loſers. Beleeve me, I have 
no challenges agaiiſt this well-born c:ofſs, for it is come of 
Chris houſe & is honourable & hus propine, To yo: zr 35 gruem 
2 {ffer, O what fools are we to und:rvalue his giits, & te 
lightlie thar which is truchonour ! For if we could be faith- 
full, onrrackling shall not looſe, nor our maſt break, not 
our fails blow into the ſea. The baſtard croflcs, tre kinlels & 


baſe-born crofles of worldlings for evil doing, mult be heavig 


& grievous; bur our afflictions arc lisÞht & momentany. + I 
tlink my (df happy that I have loft credir with Chriſt, & that 
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[170] 
in this bargain TI am Chrii's ſworn dyvour, to whom flyon 
will lippen nothing, no not on« pln in the work of my -ſaly  dron 
tion: Let me ftand in black and white in the Dyyar; | for « 
book be ore Chri::, Iam happy that my falvation is co; || «hot 
creditcd, ro Chnſ's mcdiatioa : Chrift oweth no faith ang 
me, to lippea any thing to me; but O what faith & credit] pic 
owrto him | Let my name fall & Jet Chriſt's nam: ſtand inho. Þ an h 
nour with man & avgel, Alas, I haye no room ro ſpreadoy Þþ fure 
my affection before Ges people, & I fee not how 1 canshoy Þþ dati 
our & cry out the lovelinels, the high honour & the oloty wor 
ray faireſt Lord Jeſus. Oh that he wou'd {et mehave 2 bedro ff pou 
licin, to bedelivercd of my birth , that 1 might paint imo Þ| the 
in his bcauty ro menas I dow, 5, IT wondered once atprovidence þ Ch 
& called whiteprovidence black & unjuſt, that Ishould be (mo. || cept 
thered in a town where no foul will take Chriſt off my hand: Bu Þ| van 
providence hath another luſtre with God , then with my bliered gar 
eyes. I proclaim my (elf a blinde body who know not black & Þ| vhi 
white in the uncouth courſe of God's providence. Suppoſe © Ma 
Chriſt would ſet hell where heaven is & devils up in glory bejide If our 
the ele&t Angels [which yer cannot be] I would I had a bes to f {eiy 
acquieſce in his way without further diſpure, I ſee, infinite IÞ &t 
wiſdom is the mother of his judgements & his wayes paſs finding Þþ of: 
out, 6, I cannot Icarn, bur I deſire to learn to bring my || v1 
thoughts, will, & luſts, in under Chrift's fect , thathe may © WI 
trampleupon them: Burtalas, I am tillupon Chriſt's wrono | & 

fide. Grace be with you, 
Aberd. Scpt. 12, Y errs in þ4s ſweet Lord 

1637. Jeſus : S.R. 


— -_ 


— 


To ROBERT LENNORX. 
Of Diſdoye, 
Worthy &5 dear Brorker. [ 8; ] 


Forget you not in my bonds: I know ye arclookins to Chriſt, Y ne 
- &1 beleechyou, follow yohr look, 1 can ſay more of Y ht 
Vl, 


Chriſt now by experience | though he be infinitly above & bee | 
| | | x yond 


A 


'F drowned over head & cars1n his love, 


| ' x71.) | 

ondall that can be faid of him} then when Ifaw you. Iam 
d Sell, {c11, fell all things 
& Chit, If thi whole worla were the nalk of a ballance, 1 
chouid uot b. able to bear. rhe weight of Chriit's love; man & 
angcis nayeohort arms to farhom it; Ser your feet upon this 

iccevlew & bale clay ofan over-guildcd & tair plaiſterea world ; 
an hours kiſſiny of Chriſt is wo.th a woild of worlds. Sr, make 
furework oz your felvation , Luild not upon ſand, lay the toun- 
datioo upon che rock 1n Zr : Strive to oc dead to this 
world & to your will & luſts: Ler Chr.it havea commanding 
power & a King. thronein you: Wals witi Chritt, howbcar 
thewindshouid rake tre hide off your face: I promiſe you 
Chriſt will win the field ; Your paſtors cauſe you toerre ; ex= 
cepr you ' @ Chriſt's word, goc not one foot with them: Gounte- 
nance n.;t che re:Ging of that Romish Service-book: Keep your 
garments cican , az ye would wals with rhe Lamb clothedin 
white, Che wrongs 1 ſuff<c are upon record 18 heaven: our Hem 
Maſter & judge will be up>0 us ail, & bring us befor: the ſun in 
curblaci.'s & whites; LIticd arethcy who » atch & keep them- 
ſeiyesin 50a's love. Learn todiſ.crn the Brideg: oom'*s tongue » 
&to give your {: If to praver & reading. Ye was oiten ahearer 
ofme: [ would put my heart vlood upon the dodtrine I taught, 
s#theo:cly way to ialvation:; goc norttrom it , 22y dear Brother. 

What I wiite to your ſ£,I write to vour wife 2l{'>. Mindeheaven 
&Chrifs,& keep rhe ſpunk of the love o'Chriſt you have gorten; 
Cluiſt hall blow on it, if ye cnrertaln it, & your end hall be 
pace, Thereisafirein our 21:2; but our Lord is bur ſeeking a 
pew Bride retincd & purified cu. of the furnace. Iaflureyou , 
howbeir we be nick-named Prrirans, all ihe powers ofthe world 


thall not prevail againſt us: Remember, though a finfull man” 


Vrite1t CO you, theſ »pl- «hall yet b- in Scorland as a green 
dlve-tree & a field blef{cd of the Lord , & it shall beproclaimed, 
#w, uputh Chrift , &5 down, dovni ith all contrary powers, St, 
pay for me. | name yourothe Lord ]for further evilts determi- 
ndagainſt me. Remember my love to chriſi;az Murtay & 
her dau; hter :- I deſire her in the edge of her evening to 
vata little, the King is coming , & he hath ſomething , _ 
SAG 
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(172.) Len, 


$Ecnever faw , with him: heaven is nodream : Come ei: 
16 


wiiltcach her beit. Grace, 2race be with you. 


Aberd. Sept. T3. Y 08's z7#2 his ſweet Lord 
1637. {cſ79. S. 


To MARION MEKNAUGHT:; 


Denxft m oz Lord leſt, [84] 


Junt1t your honour thar Chriſt hath begun at you to fins 
| vou hrſt: Fearaeot, faith the 4zzc;2, the truc & faiths 
full witneſs: I wrireto you, as my Maſter liverh , upon the 
word of my royai King , continue in prayer & 11 watchivg, 
& your glorious deliverance 15 caming : Chiilti; nor far ofl,z 
fig, aſtraw for all rhe bits of clay that are riſen againſt us: Ye 

Shall thresh the mountains & faq then like chat, 112. 41,1 
ye ſlack pu hands at your mectings & your watching to 
praycr, then it would feem our rock hath ſold us; bur bedil 
ligent & be not diſcouraged. I charge youin Chriſt rejoyce, 
givethanks, beleeve, ſtrong in the Lord: That Lurning 
buchin Gallo»ay & Kirkrudbregi 2 (hall notbe burnt to asbes; 
for the Lord is in the bush. Be not diſcouraged that banish. 
ment 1s co be procured by the King's warrand to the Connce, 
againft me: the earth is my Lord's; I am filled with his ſwer 
Jove; & running over: I rzjoyce tohear ye are in your jou: 
ney; ſuch newes as T hear of all your faith & love, rejoyce 
my ſad heart. Pray for me, for thcy feck my hurt , butl 
give my felftoprayer. Theblefling of my Lord. 8: a prifone 


of Chriſt's blcfling be with you. O choſen & greatly beloved | 


woman, frint not: Fy, fy, if ye faint now : Ye loſea 
good cauſe : doubleyour meetings ; ceaſe nor for Zion's ſake, 
& hold nor your peace till hc make Jeruſalem a praiſe in tix 
earth, 


| Abard. 1637. Yours in Chriſt eſin by 
; Lad. SR. 
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[173] | 
7 THOMAS CORBET. 


Deas friend. [85] 


Forget you not: Itshall be wy joy thatye follevy after 
Chiiſt till ye finde hims My conſcience i; afeaſt of joy to 
me, that I fought in ſinglene(s of heart, for Chriſt's loves. to 
ut you upon the King's bigh-y vay to our Bridegroom & "our 
father's houſe : Thrice blefſed are ye, my dear Brother, if 
je hold the way : 1 belceve, ye and Chriſt once 
met, I hope ye will not furder with him: Follovv the 
gounſel of the man of God 21r William Dalglerch. If ye 
depart from what I taught you in a hair - breadth, for far 
or favour ofmecn or defire of eaſe in this world, I rake heaven 
&carth ro witneſs that i shall come upon you in end. Build 
not your neſt here : This world is an hard il madebed, no reft 
wit, for your ſoul: awake, awake, 8& make hafte to feek 
that pearl Chrs#? , char this world ſceth not * Your night and 
your Maſter Chiift , will be upon you within a clap; your 
hand-breadrh of time will not bideyou: Take Chriſt, hovvbeir 
; ſtorm follow him : howbeir this day be nor yours & 
Chriſt's, the morrow will beyours & kis. I would not ex- 
change the joy of my bonds & impriſonment for Chriſt,v ith all 
the joy of this dirty & foul-5kinncd world. Ihave alovce 
bed with Chriſt, & am &!led with his love. 1defire your vvife to 
doe what I write ro you : Let her remember how dear 
Chrilt would be to her, when her breath turncth cold, & the 
ge-ſtrings shall break. O how joyfull' should my; foul be, 
to know that I had brought on a marriage beryvixt Chriſt 
& har people, fevy or many ; 1t it be not fo, I yvill be 
woe to be a vvitneſs againſt rhem. Uie praycr , lovenot the 
vyorld , be humble and eſteem lirtle of your felf; love your 
enemies & pray for them; make conſcience of ſpeaking truth 
when none knoweth but God. I never ear, bur [ pray tor you 
all, Pray for me: Ye & I all ſee one another upinour 
father's houſes, I rcjoyce to hear that vous cye is upon Chriſt. 
1: 7p Follaw 


(174) 


Follow on, hing of , & quire himnot; The Lord Jeſusbe Þ p 


with your ſi pirit, 


Aberd: 1637. Your affeonat Brother in ouy 


| Lord loſes, $. KK. 
To ALEXANDER GORDON 
of Earleſioun, 
Much bononred Sir. (86 3 


"A Race, mercy & p-ace betovout: Ireccived your letter 
which refresh-d we: Except from your ſon & my 
brocaers Thaveſeen few 1.tters from ns acquaiotancein that 
countrey, which maketh mc heavie: ur t have thecom. 
pany o:a Lord, whocau teach us all to be x1::d & hath the :1ghi 
gare of it:thoughfor thepreſent I have ieyen up's & down's cve. 
ry day, yct lain abundantly comfort:d & featted with my King 
& w:Ibeloved diily: Irpleatcth him t come & dine with 2 
{ad priſoner, & a folitary {t:-anger: His fpikenard caſterh a 
ſmeil, yet my {weet hath ſom: ſowre mixed withit ; where, 
ta I muſtacquieſce, for there is no reaſon that his comforts be 
toocheap; ſeeing they are delicates, why s1ould he not make 
th:m ſo rohizown? Bur I yerily think now; Chriſthathled 
me up toa nick in Chriſtianity that [ was never ar before, I think 
all before vya: bur child-hood & hurns-play: Since l departed 
from you, 1 Fay: been ſcalded, vvhile the ſmoak of helPs fire 
vvent.in at my throat , & [ yvyould have bought peace yvith 
2 thouſand year: torinent in hell: & 1 havebeenupalſo, after 
th:ſc deep dovyn-caftings & forrovys; before rhe Lamb's vvhite 


thronein my father's inner court , the great Kiog'. dinings 


hall, & Chriſt did caſt ac »ve ing of love over m+, he hath caſteg 
inacoal in my foul, &itis{ 10:i1nGs 1mong the ftrvy & keeping 
the hearth warme: I 100': back ro what [ vya« before,&1 laugh ro 
fee the ſand-houſes I built yyhen I vyas a child. Ar firſt the res 
wembrance of many fair feaſt-dayes vvith my ord ſelus in 


pub- 


(173.): 


ſusbe Þ publike wich are now changed into ſilent ſabbaths, raiſed 


uy 


| 2 great tempeſt , & [if I may ſpeak fo ] made the Deyiladog 
| in my ſoul: the devil came in,8&&w ould prompt me to make a plea 
' vith Chriſt, & ro lay the blame on him as a hard maſter: Bur. 
| now theſe mitis are blowen away , & I am not onely ſilenced ag 
| to all quarcelling , but fully farisfied. Now 1 wonder thar 
| any man living can laugh uponrthe world or gtvelta hearty 


-aay. The Lord Jcſus hath handled meſo, that as Iam 


' now diſpoſed, I think never- ro be in this world's common 
| zoain fora night's lodging: Chriſt bearcth me good com- 


pany; he hath eaſed me whenlI ſawir nor, lifing the croſs 


| off my shoulders, fo rhar I thiak ir to be bur a fearher , be= 


cauſeunderneath are everlaſting arms. God forbid , it came 
to bartering or niffcring of crofles, for I think my croſs ſe 
ſweet, that I know not where I would get the like of ir, Chriſt's 
honey=combs drop fo abundantly that rhay ſwecten my gall: 
Nothing breakerh my heart bur thar I cannot getthe daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem to te!lthem of my bride-groom's glory : [ 
charge you in the name of Chriſt , that ye rellall ye cometo, 
of it, & yet it is above telling & underſtanding.” Oh all 
the kingdom wereas I am, except my bonds ! they know 
not the love=\iſſes rhat my onely Lord Jeſus waſteth on a 
dated priſoner. On my ſalvation , this 1s th< onely way to 
the new city, I know Chriit hath no dumb ſeals; would he 
put his privy fcal upon blank paper > be hath (cated. my ſuffer- 
ings with comfoirs. I write this to confirm you... - I write 
now what I have ſeen as well as heard. Now & then my ft=. 
knce burneth up my ſpizit : Bur Chriſt bath ſaid, rhy ſtapend 5 
mmnng tp with intereſt 832 heaven as if thozs wert preaching : And 
this from a King's mouth rejoycerh my hearr. At other times , I 
an fad for dwelling in Kedar*, tent;: Therc are none [thatI yet. 
know of ] but two perſons in this rown , that I dare give my 
yord for: And the Lord hath removed my brethren & my ac. 
quaintance far from me! &ir may be,l be forgotten in theplace, 
where the Lord made merhe inſtiument todoeſome good. Brit 
I fee this is vanity in me: Let him make of me what he yleaſerh, 
i he make ſalyation out ofit to me, Iamtempped & troubled 
enat 


(176.) 


that all the fourtcen Prelats ghould have been armed of Co if 


againſt meonely, while the reſt of my brethren are ſtill preach. 
ing : Bur I dare not ſay one wo:d but this, ze 25rgood, Lit 


- 7 x I - - = . . | : 
Tefies, veacieſe ti:0u hſt done ie, Wo is me for the virgin daughte, 


wo ts me tor thedeſolation ofthe virgin daughter of Scarlang! 


O if my eyes were a fountain of tears to weep day & night for 


that poor widow Kirk, that poor miſerable harlot ! Alas tha 
my father hath put to the door my poor harlort mother ! 0}, 


for thar cload of black wrath & fuiy of the indignation of the 
Lord , that t; hanging over the Land, Sr, write to mel 


beſcech yott: I pray youaliſo , be kindro my -Midcd bice 
ther. Remember my love to your wite: & The prayers% 
the dI-fin- of the priſoner of Chriit bz on you, Frequent your 
meetings for prayer & communion with God , they would be 
rect mecrings tome. 
Abcrd. 16. Febr. Yours m his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſz8. S. R. 


n 
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To ROBERT GORDON 
of Knockbrex, 


My Dear Prothey. (87) 


YRace, mcrcy & pace be multiplied upon you: I amal. 
moſt wearying , yea wondering that ye write not to 

m:; though I know it is not forgetiulnels, As for my ſelf, 
E am every way well, all glory to God; I was beforcat aplea 
with Chriit , but it was bought by me & unlawſull ; becauſchis 
whoe providence was not yea & 2ay to my yea & nay, & becauſe 
] belkeved Chritt's outward look bettcr then his faithful pro- 
miſe; Yethehathin patience waitcd on , while I've come to 
my ſelf, & hath not taken advantage of my weak 2pprehenſions 
of his goodneſs: Great & holy is his name: - He looketh to 
what | defire to be, & not ro what I am. One thing I have 
lear2ed, If I had been in Chriſt by way of adhcfion onely » 4s 
many vranches are, Ishould have beengburpt to ashes , & this 


wegld 
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| hebucarthe bouſe he ſayed his ewn goods : 


177. 


ſomerhing once in Shew |] 1Nto unſavoury ſalr. Bur my Lord 
clus had a good eye thar the remprer should nor play foulplay , 


| & blow out Chrilt's candle; he took no thought otmy ſtomacke, 


& fretting & gradging humour , but of his own grace: when 
And beleeve, 
thedevil & rhe perſccuring world hall reap no fruit ofme, bur 


burot ashes : for he will ſcero his own gold, - & ſavethar from * 
| beivg conſuined withthe fire. O what ow [ tothefile, tothe - 
hammer, tothefurnace of my Lord Jeſus | 


Who hath now 
erme ſee how good the wheat of Chriſtis, that goeth through 


his mill & his oven , to be made bread for his own table: Grace © 


ried is better then grace, & it is more then grace, itisgloryin 
it's infancy. Inowſce, godlineſs is more then the our=ſide $& 
this world's paſlemenrs 8& their buskings: Who knoweth the 
truth of gxace withour a trial? O how little cetteth Chriſt of 
us, but that + hich he winneth, | ro fpeak ſo] with much toil 
&pains! And how ſoon would taith frieze withour acroſs ! 
How many dumb crofles have been laid upon my back, thar 
had never a tongue to ſpeak the ſweetneſs of Chriſt, as this hath? 
when Chriſt blefſerh his Own croſles with atongue, they breath 
out Chriit's love, wiſdom, kindneſs & care of us. Wh 
<hould I ſtart at theplough of my Lord , that maketh deep fur- 
ros on my ſoul } I know heis noidle husbandman , he purs 
poſeth a crop. O that this white withered lay-ground were 
made fertile to bear a crop for him, by whomit is fo painfully 
drefſed , 8: thar this fallow ground were brokenup | Why was 
I [a fool ] giteved that he pur his garland & his roſe upon my 
head , the glory & honour of his fuirhfull witneſſes [defire 
now to make no moe pleas with Chriſt: Verily he hath not 
put metoa loſs by what I ſuffer, he oweth me nothing ; forin 
my bonds, how ſweet & comfortable have the thoughts of him 
been to me : wherein I finde a ſufficient recompence of reward! 
How blindeare my adverſaries who ſcot metoa banquetting 
houſe, toa houſe of wine, to my levely Lord Jefus his love- 
aſts, & not to a priſon or place of exile? Why should [ 
[mother my husband's honeſty , or'fin againſt his loye, or bea 
TH M nigh 


7.) 
world should have ſeen a Gy miniſter of Chriſt turned (of 
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ES . (178) 
n!ggard in givmng out to others, what 1 get for nothing, Zrothy, 
cat with mic & give thanks: I charge you vefore God, that ye 
ſpeak to others, & wvite them tohelp mac to praiſe, Ci, Ky 
deb of praiſe, how weighty is it, & how far 1un up! Chrhi 
Others would lend meto pay,&learn me to praiſe! C:h,l adrovy- 
ed Dyvouri Lord Jclus, take my thoughts for payment, 
Yet lam 1n this hot furume:-blenk with the rear 16 my FYC; 
for, by xafon of my filence , forrow , ſorrow kata filled me: 
My harps hanged upon the willow tices, bccaulet am ina 
itrange la:d. 1am fill ke pt inexerciſe with cavious bres 
thren : My moth: hath born me a rea: of contention. Writ 
to meyour minge anent Y. C. I cannot forget him, Iknoy 
n07 wat Ged hath rodoe with him; & your minde anznt my 
Pait;honers behaviour, & how they are {cryed in preaching, or 
it there be a Miniſter as yet thruſtin upon them, w hich 1 detire 


greatly ro know, & which I much fear. Deas Fror..er, ye ar 


10 my neatt, to live &todic with you. Vitite me with a let- 

cer; Pray tor me: Remember my lov -to your wife. Grace, 

gracc be with you: & God who hearcth prayer vilite you, & 

it 1t beunto you according to theprayer: of, 

Abzrd. Jan. 1. Y 6:y 0wiz yorker £9 Cl js 
1367, Prefoncr., S- R. 


- —_ — — — => — 
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To my welbeloved & reverend brother 
MY MODERS BLAIR, 


Reverend & dearly beloved Brother. [88] 


Race, mercy & peace from God cur father & from ow 

Lord Jeſus Chiitt betoyou: It isno gicat wonder, mj 
Dear tret er,that ye be in heavineſs for a ſeaton, & that God's 
w1ltin cicfling your dcligiu & delires rod well amongit a people 
whoſe God is tae Lord , should move you: Ideny ; ot, butye 
Eavecauſeto cnquire what his providence ſpeakerh 12 this to 
you ; Lur Goa? dl. ccting & commarding will, can by no 700d 


 logick,” >econcluccd ftremeycnts of providence, Lhe Loid 


ſex; 


” 


| H 9 
fat Pal many; errands for the {pceading of his Goſpel , whers 
he found lions in 1s way: a promiſe was madeto his p:oote of 
meholy land & yet many vations 1n the way tic hring againſt, 
& exly to kill them who had the P: romile, or keep them from 
pot. fling that good {and which the Lord their God had given. 
them. thass ve have molt to doc with ſbmilli>n of {pi- 
rie; but 1 perl ade my icif, ye have learred in ev cry cont 
tion wherein ye arecalt , thercin to b2content, & to lay,  £oogk. 
itz wil of t;, e Lord, ler x2 be dozn. 1 Ei the Lo:d rackleth 
his «hip ofren ro fercn the wind, & that he purpoſerh to Ting 
mercy out of y our {fri 195 & Ulence, which { [ tnow from 
min2o Fn experiznce ] i orizy ou5 to you: f.ciug he knoweth 
our willing munde to lerve him, our wages Xx tt; = 4 1s runnin 
tothe f5re with our $04; evenas ſome tick fab ors ver, thetr 
pay when then they are bed= ait & nor a}: rogoe tothe folds 
witho:hers. Theg' ifr42l be mg. 1th-:0d yer shall Ibe gloriorns uh 
herit of the Lord ©5 my God 51:4il bs my ſirentgh,, (4.49: 3. & wE 
arcto b-leeve it Shall be thus ere all che play by played, ler.51:354 
The violence 3 26 29 18 £9 7 fect, 6 VC 7 why Bavyloz, & the grear 
whores lovers, hail fe inhaoite.rts of Zio7 '{ty, and my bliad 
be = Caldcz, hall ter; ſal: em ſy & Zeeh. 12:2. Behold, { 
will make ler eſ1om 2 C22) of tre: nolrweta alle the peopic about, when 
they Salk be 122 the ſteg 0087 a7 a:no7 [th and Ter P He V3 Ld 
mat day, Oniilauzthe [ct reſclem a Opry aenſo; 2 jtone for ll prom 
ip, they t.at 0:87 len themſeives wits 57 \ $24iL be Brakes $4s preces » 
ba; 1g 4 Ja! e p-ople of the e212.3 ve ;abrred agarft it, Whentht 
haye eaten & ſwallow:d z5u», they hall oetick & yomitus out 
Iing men azain : rhe deviPsſtomac!: cannot digeftthe Church 
of God. Sutf erin? 15 the orher halfFofour minti :ry, howbe't this 
hardeſt ; Por we w woul bc content our King Jeſu; would make 
an open pcoglamation & cry down croiles , Rery up Joy+Y olad- 
nt efs,exſe he onour, & peace but it miit'oo7 be fo; .crourh many af - 
feats we m:: enter anro rhe Kingdom of Gur :nat _— by the My 


but e570:795% them (mult we © g00: $5 wiles will n vals n5 by 
tie cr: It is foily to Lain," ro" ſte. l ro heaven with 
2 whol: skta © \ Foe) ry IF 1 am here -4 prifoner confined ia 


"Aberdugr, th: -enaed t0 be icmoyed 20! Cirime s , becauſeT 


''M Wes: L d&eg 


(180.) 
defiretoediheinthis rown ; & 1 an openly preached againſt in 
the pu!pits in my hearing , & tempted with aiſpurations by the 
Noc.ors, eſpecially by D. B. Yet I ara not ashamed of my 
Lord jeſus his garland & crown: I would not exchange my 
weeping with the tourteen Prelat: painted laughter. Ar my 
firſt coming here, ltookthe Dores at Chriſt & would forſooth 
ſummona him for unkandnefs; I ſought a plea of my Lord & 
was toflcd with chalicnges, whether heloved me or not ? & 
diſputed all over again that he had donero me ; becauſe his word 
was atircshutup1n my bowels & 1 was weary with forbearing ; 
becauſe I ſaid i was caſt out of the Lord?s t1heritance : but now 
I ice I wasaftool- My Lord nuskend all & did bear withmy 
foolish jealoutics & miskend that ever I wronged his love, and 
now he is com- again with mercy under his wings; I paſt from 
my [O witle(s}ſummonds: he 1s God [1 fee] & Iam man. Now 
it kath pleaſed him to renew his love to my ſoul, & rodite his 
poo: priſoner. Therefore, #2y dear Broticr , help me to praiſe, 
& shew the Lord's people with you , whar he hath doneto my 
foul, that they may pray & praiſc: & I charge you, inthe nameof 
Chriſt,nor to omit it;for, for thiscauſeI writeto you that my ſuf- 
ferings may glorific my royal King& edific his church inzrelard, 
He knoweth how one of Chriit'slJove-coals hath burnt my ſoul 
with a deſire to have my bonds to preach his clory, whoſecrols 
1 now bcar. God forgive you it ye doelt not-; But I hope the 


Lord will move your heart to proclaim in my behal:, the 


ſweetneſs, excellepcy & glory of my royal King, Ir is but 
our ſoft flesh that hath raiſed a flander on the crois of Chriſt; 
Lec now the white tide ofit; My Lord's chains are all oyer- 
guilded, O if Scorland & Ireland had part of my feaſt! & 
yct 1 get not my mear but with many ſtrokes. Thercare 
[none here to whom 1 can {peak ; 1 dwell in Kedar's tents. 
Retresh me with a letter from you: Few know what isbe- 
twixr Chriſt & me. Dear Brozizer , upon my ſalvation, this 
1s his truth that we fuffer for : 


— — ——— 


; 


(181.) 


«her lovely! Thar love which many waters cannot quench, 
"either can the floods drown! I remember you, &lI bear 
our name on my breaſt to Chriſt: Ibeſeech you forget nor 
li afflicted priſoner. Grace, mercy 6& peace be with you. 
Salute inthe Lord from me Mr Crunmghame , Mr Lruimgſton, 
Mr Ridge , Mr Colwart , 5c. | 


Aberd. Feb, 7. Y our Brother E& fellow priſorcr. 
1637. I 


79 JOHN KENNEDY 
Bailiffe of Ayr. | 


Worthy &9 welbeloved Brother (89:) 
o what 


Race mercy & peace b» unto vou : Iamyet walting 

our Lord will doe for hi; afflicted church , & for my re- 
entry to my Lord's houſe. Ohrhar I could hear the forfeituie 
sf Chriſt [ now caſten our of his inhe. itance] recalled & raten 
off. by open proclamation, & that Chriſt werereſtored to be a 
Freeholder and a landed Hieritour in Scotland ; & That the 
courts fenced in the name of the baſtard P:elats [ their God: 
father's the Pop's Batlifles & Sherifes ] werecryed down | Oh. 
how ſweer a fight wereit to ſee all the Trib:s of the Lord 1n this 
land fetching home again our banished king Chriſt to his own 
palace,his Sanctuary and his throne!I chall think it mercy to my 
ſoul, if my faith shall out-watch allthis winter night & not nod 
or lumber, will my Lord's ſummer day dawn upon me. It is 
much if faith & hope in the ſad nights of our heavi? trial eſcape 
with a whole skin , & without crack or crook: 1 confeſs 
uabelict harh not reaſor2 to be either father or mother to it: | for 
unbelicf 1s alwayes an irrarionall thing ] but how can it be, 
bur ſuch weak eycs as ours muſt caſt water in a great ſmoke; or 
thata weak head should not turn giddy when the water runnerh 
deep and ſtrong? Bur God be thanked that Chriſt in his chil= 
dren can endure a ſtreſs & ſtorm! tha'rhbeir loft nature would. 
fall down in peices. Oh rhar I had that confidenceas toreſt 


M 3 reſt 


[182] 
rAt on this , thongh he shauld grind meinto ſmall powder, & 
bray meintodult, & ſcatter rheduſt ro the four winds of hcaa- 
ven; thatmy Lord would gather up the powder & male me 
up a new veſlel again to bear Chrii's name tothe world: ] 
amſurcthar love bottomed & ſeated upon the zaith ofhis loye 
to me would defire & endure this, & would even claim & thriep 
kindneſg upon Chiilt's ſtrokes , & Kiſs his lovely looms: 
& both ſpell & read ſalvation upon the wounds made by Chili's 
ſweethands. Ch that I had but apromile from the mouth of 
Chriſt, ofbisloycito me; & then howbeir my faith were as ten. 
der as paper ] think longing & dwint 10 & Griening of itck 
deſires would carſe it b:ue our the licge, till che Lord came 
to fill the ſoul with his love : & I know alſo in that caſc faith 
Should abide ereen 6 {appy 2t the root, evcn at migewirter, and 
ſtand our againſt 411 Roimes : However 1t be {| know Chrilt 
winneth heaven in diſpite of hel] ; Bur I ow as many praiſes 
& thanks to free grace as would lie bctwixt me & the ut- 
molt border of the higheſt heaven, ſuppcle ten thouſand hea- 
vens were all laid above other : Eutoh | have nothing thar can 
hireor bud erace, forif TIACe would take hire it were no more 
race ; Lutall our ſtability, & the ftrenoth of cur falvation 
1sanchored & faſtencd upon free grace; avd I am ſure Chriſt 
hath by his death & blood caſten the knot ſo faſt that the fingers 
of devils & hel-fuls of fins cannot loeſe it ; & that bond of 
Chriſt [ that never yet was nor PEYET Shall nor can be reciſtrat- 
ed} ſtandcth ſvrer then heaven or the dayes of heayen, as that 
fweet pillar of the covenant , wherebpon we all hang : 
Chrift and all his little 0a%s under his two wings, & inthe com- 
paſie or.circle of his arms, 15 fo ſure, that caithim ard them 
intheground of the fea , he £hall come up again & not leofe 
one: An odde one cannct, nor $hall not be loſt im the telling, 
This was alwayes God's atm fince Chriſt came 1n the play be- 
twixthim& us, to make men dependent creatures, and in tne 
work of our ſalvation tout created ftiength, & arms, & legs of 
clay, quit out of play , & out of office& ccurt: & now God 
hath fubRitured in our 190m & accepted his Son the _— 
OI 


_ 


— 


(133.) 


farus8 all that we can make. If this had not been would 


haveskinked over & foregone my part of paradiſe & ſalvation , 
fribicak-/aſt of dead moth-eaten earth; but now I would 
not Givcit , Nor let it go for more then [ can tell! : & truly 
they are filly fools, aud ignorant of Chris worth [ & 10 full 


ill trained and rutoured ] who rell heaven & Chiiſt over the 


board, for two feathers or two ſtraws ofthe devils painted plea- 
ſures, onely luitred inthe utter fide, This ts our happine(s now, 
that our recKonings at night when cternity shaill comenponus , 
cannot be told ; weshall bz fo far cainers & fo far from bet.ig fu- 


| perexpended { as the poor fools of this world are, who give out. 


their monty & (&t 1n bur black hanger ] that Angels cannor lay 
our co:19t5 ror ſumme ouradvantage & in-comes. Who know- 
ah how far 1s it to the bottom of our Chriſt, & to the ground 
of our heaven 2 Who ever weighed Chriſt un a pair of bal- 


| lances * Who hath ſcen the foldings, & plycs, and the 


heights and depths of that glery which 1s in him and kept for u; 2 
O Oo 

Oh for ſuch a heaven as to ſtand afar off and ſte & love and 

long for him ; while time's threed be cut, and this great work 

of creation diſſolved ar the coming of our Lord ! Now to his 

Grace I recommend you. I beteech you alſo pray for are=entry 


tomeinto the Lord's houſe , if it be his oood will: . 


Aberd. Jan 6. Yours mts ſwees Lord 
1637. leſus : S.R. 


—_—— 


_— CC _— 


To ELIZABETH KENNEDY. 


MISTRESS. (95) © 


'Race mercy and pzace be pnto you: I have long 
had a purpeſ=' of writing to you , bur I have been 
ladred: I heartily defirethat ye would minde your journey ; & 
conſider to what aurth your ſoul ſete<thiir's face; for all come not 
tome at night, who ſuppoſe they have ſer their face hcaven-ward: 
M 4 It 1s 


(184.) Y 
it isa woeful] thing to dic & nufle heaven, & to loſe houſe-roog 
with Chriſt at night : Ir 1san eviljourney where traveller 
are benighred in the fields, Ipeiſwade my {clfthat thouſarg 
Shall Le deccived & ashamed of their hope : becauſe they ca| 
their anchor 1n ſinking ſands they muſt Joſeit. T1ll now I kney 
not thepain , labour , nor difficulty that there 1s ro win home; 
nordid 1 underitar d ſo well befor. this, what that meancth: The 

righteons shall ſcarcely be ſaved, Ch how many a poor Profeſſor 
candle is blowen out & never lightcd again ! I fe ordina 
profeſſion, & to be ranked amongſt the *chileten of God, 
& to havea nzmc among men, 1sr.0# thought good enough 
to carry profetJors to heaven ; but certainly a name is kutz 
name, & willnever bide a blaſt of Gods Rorm: I coun llyoy 
not to give your foul or Chiiſt reſt, ner your cycs fleep, tillye 
have gotten ſomething that wil bidethe fic & ſtand out the 
ſtorm. I am ſurc1! ny one foot werein keayen & then he would 
ſay, fed thy felf, Twill old my grits of thee z0 longer: Ishould 
goeno further; tur preſently fall dewn in as many Pieces of 
dead rature. Thev are happy for cvermore who ate over head 
& ears in the love of Chiiſt , & krow no lickneſs but love-ſick- 
neſs for Chriſt: & feel no pain bur the pain of an abſent & 
hidden  welbeleved. We 1un our fculs out of breath & tire 
them in courſing & galloping after our own night - dreams 

[ſuch are the rovings of our miſcarrying hearts] to gct ſome 
created gocd tl.ing in this life & on this fide of death: We 
would tain ſtay & ſpin out a heaven to ourſclyes in this fideof 

the water; but forrow, want, changes , creflcs & £9 are both 

woof & warpinthatill-ffun web. O how ſweer & dear arerheſe 
theughr: th.t are ſtil upon the things which are above! & how 
happy arethcy whoaeclcnging to have little ſand in thcir glak 

& to haverime's threed cur & can ctyto Chriſt, Lord leſus have 

erer, come C5 ferchthe ariry paſſenger | IT wich our thoughts were 

mere ficquenriy then they are on our countrey. O but heaven 
caſtc th a ſweet ſmellafar off, ro theſe who have ſpiritual! ſmel. 
ling! Ged hath made many fair lowers, Eut the faireſt of them 
allts heaven, &the flower of all flowcrs is Chriſt, O why 
doe we nct flceup to that lovely one} Alas thar there is ſuch 
| | ſcarcity 
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(185.) 


| ſcarcity of love, & lovers of Chriſt amongſt us all. Fy, fy 
* ppon us who love fair things, as fair oold, fair houſes, fair 
| lands, fair pleaſures, fair honours & fair perſons ; anddoe 
| not pine & melt away with love for Chriſt. O would to God TI 
| had more love for his ſake. C for as much loveas would lie be- 
| tyixt me & heaven for his ſake. GC for as much love as would 


ooeround about the earth & over thc heaven, yeathe heaven of 
heavens & ten thouſand worlds , rhat I might ler all our upon 


' fair, fair, oncly fair Chriſt ! But alas I have nothing forhim 


« hehath much for me : it 1s no Gain to Chriſt that he oerteth 


| my little feckleſs ſpar=length & hand=breadth of love. If men 


would have ſomerth! ng to doe with their licarts & their thoughts 
thatare alwayes rolling vp & dov n,like men with oares ina boat 
after finſull yainities , they may finde great & ſweet employment 
totheir thoughts vpon Chriſt: It rheſe frothie — 
reſtleſs hearts of ou;s, would come all about Chriſt & lookin 
this love , to bottomleſs love, to the depth of mercy , tothe 
unſearchable riches of his grace, to erquireafter & fearchinto 
the beauty of God in Chriſt ; they weuld be ſwallewed up in the 
depth, & height, length,” & beacth of his goodneſs, Ohif 
men would draw thc curtains & look in to the inner fideof rhe 
ake, & behold how the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelleth in him 
bodily ! O who wouid not ſay It me die , let me die ten rimes 
to fee a ſight of him ! ren thouſand deaths were no great 
pricerogive for him. Iam ſure, fick fainting love would high- 
ten the marker & raiſe the piice to the double for him: Bur 
alasif men & Angels were rouped & fold atthe deareſtprice, 
they would nor all buy a night's love or a four & twentie hours 
fight of Chriſt ! © how happy are they who get Chriſt for 
ncthing ! God ſind me no mere for my pat of Paradiſe, 
but Chriſt : and ſimely I wete rich cnough &as well hea- 
ver'das the beſt of them, if Chriſt were my heaven. I can 
vrite no bettcr thirg to you, then to defire you, if ever 
ye laid Chriſt in a count; to take h'm vp & count over 
again 5; and weigh him again and ag:in: And after this 
tave no other to court your love, and 19 woot your foul's, 
dlight but Chrift ; he will be found wortiy of all your love; 


Ms how- 


156) \ 

Eowbeit it Shouſd ſwell upon you from the carth tothe upper« 
moſt circle of the heaven of heavens. To our Lord Jeſus & hi 
toveI commend you. 


Aberd, 1637 Yours mg ſweet Lord 


Telits> >. Reo 


AC 


To JONET KENNEDY. 
MISTRESS, (91) 


(E peace be unto you: Ye are not a little oblig. 
<dro his rich grace who hath ſeparat you for him({F, & 
for the promiſed inheritance with the {tins in light, from this 
condemned & evij:y world: Hold faſt Chri:*, contend for him, 
itisa lawfuil ple: to goeto holding & arawing for Chriſt ; & 
It 1s not poſſibl= to keep Chrit peaccabiy, having once gotten 
him, except thedevil wcre dead, Tt muit be your rcfoletionto 
fer your face againſt Saran's northern tempeſts 8 ſtormes for 
ſalvation: Nature would have heaven come ſleeping tO us 10 
our beds: we would all buy Chriſt, ſobeing we might make 
price our ſelves; bur Chriſt is worth more blood & }1ves thea 
either ye or I haveto give him. When we shall come home& 
enter to the pofieſiion of our brother's fair kingdom , & when 
our heads shall finderhe weight of theerernall crown of glory, 
& when we shall look back to pains & ſufferings ; then hall we 
ſee hte, & ſorrow, to be lals then one ſtep or ftride from a pri 
fon to glory: & that our little 1roch of time - ſuffering 1s not 
worthy of our firſt night's welcome=home to heaven. O what 
then. will be the weight ofevery one of Chriſt's kiſſes ! O hoy 
weighty & of what worth shall every one of Chriſt's love-ſmiles 
be ! O when once heshall thruſt a wearied travellers head be 
ewixt his blefled breafts , the poor foul $hall think onekiſ ol 
Chriſt hath fully paid home fou. tie or fiftic yeers wet feet, & al 
1t's ſore hearts & light ſufferings ithadin following after Chriſt! 
O thrice bliaded fouls whoſe hearrs are charmed & berwitched 
with dreams, shadows , feckleſs thin gs, night-yanitics & night 
 fangics ofa milerable life of fin ! Stameon us who fit ill erter- 


pper 
8 his 


187,) | 
el vith the love & liking of | loan of a piccedead clay.' © 
poor fools who are beg uiled with patarcd things & this world's 
fair weather & {inooth promiſes, & rotten werm-eaten hopes! 
may not the devil laug h to ſee us givcour our fouls & get ln but 
corrupt & counter pleaſures of tin. O tor a tight of erernt> 

%s glory, &a little raſtung of rae Lamb's marriage-ſupper 3 
k:kadcaught Ora drop 0: the wine of confolations that 1s up 
in cur banquetring cut, out of Chriſt's own hand would 
make our ſtomacEsioath the brown bread & the ſowiedrink ofa 
niſcrable itfc, O how far are we bere:t 0: wit , tochale & hunt 
{:un, till our ſouls be out of breath aiter a condemned happinels 
of our own making! & doe we not tit tarin our own light , ro 
makeir a matter of vairns-flay to skink & drink over paradiſe Sc 
the heayen that Chriſt did ſw:at for, even for a blaſt of ſmoke & 

\xEfu's morning break-faſt? O that we were out of ourſelves 
{dead to this world , & this world dead & crucified tous, & 
then weshould be cloſe out of love & conceit of any masked & 
kirded lover wharſoever : then Chriſt would win & conquer v9 
kimfelf a lodging intheinmoſt yolk of our heart: then Chriſt 
$ould be our nighr-ſong & our morning-ſong: then rhe _ 
noiſe & din of our welbeloved's teet when he cometh , & his fir 
knock or rap, at the door should be as the newes of two heavens 
tous. Oh thar our eyes & our ſoul*s-{melling should a OC after 
ablaſted & ſur-burnt flower , even this plarſtered tair our-lided 
yorld , & then we have neither cye nor ſmell for the flower of 
Ife, tor that plant of renown , for Chriſt the choiſeſt, rhe 
lureſt, the ſweeteſt roſe that ever God planted 1 O ler ſome of 
z5dic ro feel the {imell of him , & let my part ofthis rotten world 
beforfcited& ſold for evermore,p: oviding I may anchor my tot- 

ing foul upon Chriſt! 1 know 1t 1s ſometimes at this, Lord; 
rhat wile 2/94 have for Cirift ? But O Lord canſt thou be budded 

o propined with any gift forChrift:O Lord,canChritt befold,or 

her may not a poor ncedy finner have him for nothing?tIfI can 

*et no more, O {kt me be patacd to all eternity with longin for 

un.The joy of hungring tor Chriſt, should be my heaven for e- 


rermore. Alas that 1 cannot draw ſouls & Chriſttogcther : bur I 


Grerhe coming of hisKingd6,&thatChn [as I ajluredly hops 
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heshall } would come upon wirhercd Scotland as rain upon th 
new mowen graſs. O let th: king come! O lethis Kinodon 


come! © ler their eyes rot in their eye holes who will ng 


rec:ive him home agatn to reign & rulein Scotland ! Grace, 


OFace be with you. 


Aberd. 16 37s s Y ours 12 hes ſweet L ord, 
/ eſws ; % ho 
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To his Reverend & Dear Brother, 
Mc DAVID DICKSON. 


Reverend C5 deared?, Brotlev. (92) 
\ | 7 Hat joy have I out of heaven's gates, but that my Lord 


Ll 


Jeſus be glorified in my bonds?Bleſled be ye of the Lord 


who contribur any thing to my obliged 8 indevted praiſes 
dear Brother help me a poor dyvour to pay the intercſt,tor I can. 
not come nighto render the principall: Iris not jcſt nor ſpon 
which makerh me to ſpeak & write as [ doe: I never beforecame 
to that nick orpitch of a communion with Chriſt that I have 
now attained unto, for my confirmation, I have been theſe two 
Sabbaths or threein privat, taking inſtruments in the nameof 
God, that my Lord |cſus & I have kiſſed each other in Aberden, 
the houſe of my pilgrimage : I ſeek not an apple to pla 
me with he knoweth , whom I ſerve in the ſpirit but a ſeal; 
I but beg earneſt, & am content to ſuſpend & friſt glory while 
ſuppertime 2 I know this world will not laſt with me ; for my 
moon-light is noon=day light, & my foxr-hours abovemy 
fealts when I wasa preacher ; at which times alſo, I was em- 
braced very often in his armes : But who can blame Chriſtto 
take me on behinde him [if I may ſay ſo] on his white horſe or in 
his chariot paved with love through a water : - Will nor a father 
rake his little 42rd Davie in his armes,& carry him over a ditch 
ar a mirc? my short legs could not ſtep over this laire or ſinking 
mice & therefore my L: Jeſus will bear me thorow : Ifa change 
COME 


; } 
come & a dark day, ſo being tuar he will keep my faith withour 


fa or crack,I darenot blame him; howbeit 1 get no more while 
| Icome tO heaven : But ye know the phytick behooved to haye 


ſugar , my faith was fallen a ſwoon, and Chriſt bur held up'a 
ſyooning man's head.: Indeed I pray. not for a Datcd Bairn's 
dit, he knoweth I would have Chriſt ſowre or {weet ; any way. 
ſobcing itbe Chiiſt indeed : I ſt:nd not now upon paired apples 


of ſugared dishes ; bur I cannor blame him rogive, & I muſt 


apeand makea wide mouth : fince Chriſt will not pantty- up 


Pye , he muſt be welcome who will not bide away : I ſeek ne 


other fruit but that he may be glorified;he knowerh,I would take 


| hard fare ro have his name ſet on high. I bleſs you for your 
| counſel: 1 hopetolive by faith and ſwim without a maſſe or 
| bundle of joyfull ſenſe under my chinne ; at leſt ro venture 


albeit I shovld be ducked. Now for my caſc I think the Councel 
chould beef:aycd , and theevent referred ro God : Duties are 
ours and events are God*s. TIshall goe through yours upon the 
(ovenart at leiſure, & write to you my minde thereanent ; 8& 
2nent the 4117217147 Contract betwix? tbe father ES rhe ſor ; *T be- 
ſeech you ſer ro, to goethrough ſcripture : yours on the He- 
hes 1s in great requeſt with all who would be acquaint with 
Chriſt's Teſtament. T purpoſe God willing to ſer about Hoſea 
&totry if I can get it to the preſſehere, Ir refrecherh me much 
that ye are ſo kind to my brother , I hope your counſel shall doe 
him good, I recommend him to you, fincel am fo far from him: 
Iamgladthat the dying ſervant of God, famous and faithful xv 
Cunmghame ſcaled your miniſtry before he fell aſlecp :' Grase , 
oracebe with you- | | 


Aberd. Match.7. Yours ms bis ſweet Lord 
1637. leſms. % R-- 


— 


( 190.) 
To the Much honoured 


WILLIAM RIGGE 


of Athernie. 


Muc.; hono:rd Sir. (93) : 


Race » mercy % peace be to you: I receive a your | Lone. 

jooted-for & chort letter ; L would ye had ſpoken morers 
me wao ftand in need: I finde Chrift as ye write ay th longer 
thebetier , & thereforecannat b JTFjaTcen ais ſalyation , wig 
hath made my chains my wing3. & aath made mea King oy: 
ply ctoffts &over my adverſaries: 6 Z LOcy 1197) olory to his high, 
high & holy name: Not ons ounce, aot one - oraig»weiokr mor 
v hon mz, then he hath CLADLeT Ne to. bear: And |:md not 
fo much wearted to ſuffer as Ston's aarers are to perſecute, . Ohif 
could tndea way 1a any mealure to {irire to 2. even with 
Chriſt's love, bur that I muſt o1ve over !. Ol who wouldith 
adyvour topay pratles to: the King of ſaints, $20 2 
ta his weak (ervants? I fe if Chit bur ride upon a worm , 
or a feather , his horſe will neither Gamble nor fall; The worm 
Jacob ts made by him a aew Sharp threshing 1 ivftrument hav. 
mg tomb to thresh the mountains , n beat rem ſmall, &to 


mie thehills as chaff & to fan them, fox: _ wind Shall carry 


MY. 


th:m away, & the whiclwind shali w-- 26m, Iſa. 41:14, | 
16. Chit t's enzmics are but breaz <ing thar own heads in pi.cS 


tontherocklaidin Zion, & the ſtone 175 not removed GOP 
it's place: Faith hath gale, to take courage from our very 


aflicitmns, thedevilisbura whet—tone ro sharp:n che rith& 0 
patience of the ſfaincs: I koow he but heweth & 'polichan 
Bones all this time for the new Jerſalem: Bur in all this, three | 
things have much moved mz , fiace irharh pleaſed iny Lordi | 
Auramy mooa. 1tzhr inco dav- Ught. Firſt , he hath yoked m+to ? 
wort,to wreitie with Chriit*s love ot longing, wherewith Iam 


| 


kig+lh, watch Inthink a icoge fo:r of defertion ; for I hare ! 
607 © 


ſick, pained, fainting & like ro dis Þ- caule I cannot get 
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I91 
nothimſelf © whom if I had = love-ficknefs would coole & my 
f:ycr gov away, at leaſt I chould know the hear 01 chefire of. com- 

lxccncis, which would coole the ſcorching hear of thefire of 
ceare ] & yer I have no penurie of his love, & ſol dwin, Idis, 
& heſ-ccmcth not to rucon me. Itakeinſtruments.in his hand 
that | would have him ; but I cannor gechim, & my beſt chear 
isbl:c«huager ; I bleſſe him for that feat, Seconaly old 
challenges now & then revive & caſt alldown , | goctalting & 
fighting , fearing there bean unſcen proceiie yer COMINg Our g 
& that heavier then I can anſwer: 1 cannot rcad diſtin&ly my 
corttz's act of cauttonrie for me in particular, & my diſcharge; 
& ſenſe rather then faith affurerth me of what I have: So uneble 
mito gOC but by an hold. I could { with reyerenceof my 
Lord]focgive Chriſt, if he would give me as much faithas T 
havchunger for lim: I hope the pardon t3 now obtained , 
but the peace 15 not ſo ſure to me as I would wich: Yer, 
one rhing 1 know; there is not a way to icayen but the 
wiy he hath graced m<- to prof-le & ſuffer for. Thirdly, 
woe, wo2 15 me for the virgin daughter of Scefland and 
forthe {:arfull deſolation & wrath appointei for this land ; 
And yer all are flceping , eating and drin Ng : lazghing 
and ſporting , as if al! were well, Oh ourdim cold, our 
tmb, blinde paſtors, the ſun is gone down upon them, 

1nd our Novics vid Chriſt fend for kimfclf if he be Chriſte - 
Itwere good we $hould learn in time the way toeur itrong 
bold. Sir zow oclt not acquainted remember my love toyour 
vite, I pray Cod eſtablish yea. Tos 
Aberd, March. 9 Y oxrs :» hes ſcet Lord 
1637 Jeſus, S: Rc 
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To JOHN EWART 
Bailifje of Kirkeudbright. 


My very worthy © dear Friend, " (94}:: <2 


J J<anpct bur moſt kindly thank you for the cxpreflions of your 


_ , loye: younlove & reſpect, to me 15 a 2reat comZact came: 
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(192. ) 


I blef{> his high & glorious name that the terrors of great men, 


0 

have not affc1ghred me from Open ayouching of the Son 0! 7 

God ; nay his crols is the {weeteſt burden that ever I bare: 1;Þ} 46 

is ſuch a burden as wings are toa bird , or ſailes toaship toca. Þ & 

ry m2 forward to my harvour. I have not much caule tofil Þ in 

in love with theworld ; out rather ro wish that he who it ÞÞ 19 

upon the floods would bring my broken $hip ro Land, & th 
f keep my coalſcie:ce (atein theſe dangerous times : for wrath pr 
from the Lord 1s coming on this tinfull Land . Ir were o00d ÞÞ 1:1 

thar we prifoncrs of hop: knew of our itrong hold torunto, fþ b1 

befoce the ſtorm com: on: Therefore Sir I beſeech you bythe Þ by 

| mercies of G >4 a-1d co.nforts of hisSpirit, by the blood of your Þ} v/ 
! Saviour , & by your compearance before the ſin-reve::gins | nc 
| Judge ot the world, kecp your garments clean & ſtand forthe Þ 
eruth of Chri.t, which ye profciſe: When the time shall come Þþ ki 

that your eye ſtrings <hall break, your face wax pale,your vie I} & 

row cold , & tius houle of clay $shall rotter , & your one foot || hc 

Shall be overthe march in eternity , ir shall be your comfort & Þ| þ 

joy that ye gave your name to Chriſt, The greareſt part ofthe Þ br 

world think heaven at thenext door, & that Chriſtianity isan I} C 
eaficrask; bur they will be beguiled. Worthy Sir, I befeechyou I & 

make ſurework offalvation: I have found by experiencethatall J to 


I coul1doe, hath had much adoe in the day of my trial; &rherc- 
forclay up aſure foundation for the time to come. I cannot re« || 
quite you for your your undeferved favours tro me & my now- || pr 
afflicted brother ; bur I truſt toremember you to God: remem- 
ber me heart.ly ro your kinde wife, 
Aberd. March. 1 3. Y oz:rs 172 bes ozely Lord 
1637. leſ-5. S.R. 


To VVILLIAM FULLER TON, 
Proveſt of Kirkcudbright. 
Atach honoured Sir. (95). 
© Race , mercy and peacc beto you : I am ovletged toyorr 
F 


loyein God : I befcech you $;r let nothing be fo dearto | 
= you | 
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192. 
41 as Chriſt's ereth , for falvation 15 worth all the world k 
x therefo:e be nor afraid of min rhat shill dic: rhe Lord (hall 
lo: for vou in your {uffzring for him, & shall blefſe your houſe 
&{ed, & ve have God's promiſerhar ye shall have his preſence 
in fire, water & in ſeven tribulations, Your day will wear 
twancnd , & your ſun Ggoc down : In deathir will be your joy” 
that ye have ventured all ye have for Clirilt, & there is nora 
promiſe of heaven made but to ſuch a; arc willing to ſuffzr for it: 
tis Caitle taxzen by force. This ca:this bur tae clay-porttion of 
hilazds, 8& therefore no wonder the world ſmile on 1t's own ; 
but betcer things arc 1:14 up for hi. lawfully begorten bairnes, 
ohorhe world harerh:[ have experience to ſpeak this: forl would 
nor exchange my priſon & ſad nights with the: court, honour, & 
akofmy adverſarizs : My Lord is pleaſed ro make many un- 
known faces ro laugh upon me, & to providea lodging for me: 
&he himſelf viiterh my ſoul with fealts offpiritual comforts, Q 
how ſweer a Maſt:r is Chriſt! B!l-{[zd are theſe who lay dowa all 
brhim. I thank you kindly for your love to my diſtreſl=d 
trother, © Ye have the blefling & prayers of the prifoner of 
Chriſt to vou, your Wife & Children. Remember my love 
&bleffing ro 17142 & Samuel: I defirethem in theiryoutl 
ſcek the Lord & fear his grear name, top:a7 twice aday [at 
kat] to God , & to read God's word, to keen themſelves from 
wrling , lviag & filthie talking. Now the onley wile God & the 
fneſ-nceofthe Son of God bs with you all, 


Aberd. Varch. 1 3. Tor: ir: his ſweet Lord 
1637. leſo98 , S.R, 
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To the worthy & much honoured 


Mr ALEXANDER COLVILL, 
Of Blair. 
Much honoxred Str, (96) | 
Race, mercy & peace beto you : Th: brarer hereof. 
\F M.R.F. is moſt kindeto ine; Id-lire youro thank him; 
N Bux 
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: : (194.) 
Eur none 1s ſo kinde as my on«iy royal Kirig & Maſter, whofg 
crol> 1s my garland: Thc King diacth vit!: his priloner & hig 
{pikenard caitcth aſmell: He hathled me vp tv fuch apirch 
& nick of joytull com unton with kimltl: , as I ncyer know 
beioic: When I look back to by-goncs, I] judge my icif to 
have been a childe at A,B, C. with + hiſt, ,#ortiy Sw, 
pardon me, Icaicnotconcealitfremycn, itisasa ticcu m 
bowel;; Inhi prif- ice who ſeetl: mic lp akit, lam Pained, 
patacd with the love of Chriſt; he hath made me tick & wou d. 
cd me: Hungcr tor Chi... ourt-runnerh faith : I nfs, faith 
morcthenlove, Ott rhethice Kingdoms would come & (et, 
O i tiicy knew his kindnefs to my foul ! It hath pleaſed him 
to bring me to this, that I will nor {trike fails ro this wo: ld nox 
fatter it , nor adore this clay idol that fools worship : As Iam 
now ditpoſtd, I thinkI will ncither borrow nor lend withir ; 
& yet 1 get my meat from Chrilt with nurture ; for {i vcr rimg 
2 day I am lifted up & caften down , My dumb Sabbaths 
burther: my heart & make tt blecd : I want not fea full chal. 
{cn2cs & jealoutie, ſomctimes of Chrit's love, that he hath 
caſien mc over the dice of the vineyard as a dry trec : Eur thisis 
wy irfirmity: By his grace I take my felf in thelc ravings: 
Itts kit:dly that faith & iovc both bcoſick, & fevers are kirdly 
romoſlt jovful communion with Chriſt, Year: blefled who 
avouch Cluiſt apenly betore the Princes of ti.1s Kingdcm , 
whoſe cyes are upon you; iris yourglo:yto liit himupon 
histhrone , rocarry his tr.in & bear up the hem ot his robe 
royal: Hehathankidingplace for M, A. C.againit the ſtorm: 
ooc on & fear not what than candoe: Thc laints ſeem to bave 
the worſt of it, | forapprehenfions can make a lycof Chriſt & 
cf bizlove] butit is notſo: Providence 15 not rolled upon 
unequal & crooked wheels: Al.riemgs work rog: ther for the good 
of theſe xo love Cod ES are called according to bis purpoſe, Ee 
1: belong weshall ſecrhe v hire fideof God®s Proviacnce. My 
E rother's c:{: hath moved me not alittle: He wrote rome 
VOUur care & kindneſs, Sr, the priſcnt?> bleffiogs & prayers] 
trutt chail not goc by you, Hetharis able to keepyou & to 
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[195] | 
preſent you beforethe pre ence of lus face with joy , eſtablishi 


your heart in the love of C Carut, 


 Aberd. 1 9. Fcbr.- _— 772 hrs fweer Lerd 
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To EARLESTO \W N Tounzer, 


Homoarcd 35 Dear Protrer. ( a 


NRace , mercy & peace be royou : I receivedyoar letter * 
which refreshed iy foul. I han! God the cour [Tis cloſed 7 
Ithink shame of my pare: ocit: I paſs now'from my unjuft* 
ſummonds of un kindncſ libeiled againſt Chriſt my Lords He" 
Knotlicha Lord & Rs as 1 Was him to be, vertly he ts” 
God, & I am duſt & & a5hes: I took Chciit”s os LO, beas* 
000d a; 5 Scriptut- (peat 103 wrath, but I have {en the other fide. 
of Chriſt & the wiute file of kis crofh 20w. I bchooyed ts come* 
to Abirdecr to learn a nz myltety in Chrilt, that his promiſe 
is-b.tter to be belceve: Fel then his looks , & rhat th 1c deyil can cauſe* 
Chriit* s elooms{p eakalic toa weak nin; Nays v ertly I was 
ichilde bcfore, all by-s ooncs afe but b.irns play: 1 I would - 
could bzgin to oc a Chriſtian infſadcarnt: I n-þd not blame 
Chriſt if Le not oac, fot he hath chewed m2 heaven &hel 
in 4: dee Eur the truth 1s, for all my forcow , Chriſt 
is noting in n ny aedt - for his comforts IE Fre:hed my ſoul 
Thave heard &: { en him in hts [weernels , ſ), 4;lavaln:ſt 
faying , it is not hetharT was wont ro meet with: B clangherh 
moze "choarfirt] y; Is} :3{fos are more [wcet & ſor!=refeshi ing 
then the ki{l's of *rhe Chriſt ſaw | before wert” Frhoughhe ve; 
fie ſync] or rather, the King hath led m: up t5a mcalute oE 
Joy & com munion with my Bridegroom, tar I ne rare 
to before; fo thar often I think, I will neither borrow nor 
Jnd with this world, I will not ſtrike fail ro crofos nor flatter 
them, to be quite of them as I have done. Com: all crofles; 
welcome, welcome! Sol may 2ct niy h zartfull 07 my Lord 
Jeſus, I have beenſo near hicn 2s ThaveC id, [tak Le infircoments” IM 
HER N 2 | tHith 


| 1196 
thre vs the Lord, leave x token behinde thee that I may never forges 
this. Now whatcan Chriſt doe more to date one of his poor 
priſoners? Therefore, $71, I charge you in the nameot m 
Lord Jeſus, praiſe with me & shew to otlie:s what heath done 
unto my ſoul . This is the fruit of my ſufferings that 1 de= 
fire Chriſt's name may be ſpread abroad 11 this Kingdom in 
my behalf, Fhopein God not to flander him 2gain ; yin 
all this I get not my feaſts without ſome mixture of gall ; neither 
am I free of old jcaloufies, for he hath removed my lovers & 
friends far from: me , he hath made my congregation dcfolate 
& raken away my crown: & my dumb fſabbaths are like a ſtone 
ticd oa bird's foot that wanteth not wings , they ſeem to hinder 
me to flee: Wereit not thar 1 dare not ſay one word, but, 
Well adore, Lord leſus, We can in our proſperity ſport our 
ſelves & betoo bold with Chriſt, yea be that inſolent as to chide 
with him ; butunder the water we darenot ſpeak. I wonder 
now of my ſometimes boldneſs, to chide & quarrell Chriſt , to 
mickname Providence when it ſtroaked me againſt the hair ; but 
now [wimming in the waters, I think my wll is fallen tothe 
ground of the water: I have loſt it. I think I would fain 
er Chriſt alone & give him leaveto doe with me what he pleaſ- 
eth , if he would ſmile upon me, Verily we know not what 
"en cv1ilit is to ſpill & indulge our ſelves,& to make an idol of our 
will: TI wasonce, I would not cat except I had wailed meat; 
Bow [darenot complain of crumbs & pairings under his table: 
T was once that I would make the houſe adoe, if I ſaw not the 
world caryed & ſet in order to my liking ; now I am filent 
when I ſee God hathſert ſervants on horſeback, & is farning & 
feeding the children of perdition. I pray God I never finde 
my w-llagain: Oh if Chriſt would ſubjc& my w/4ll to his & 
rrawpleit under his feet , & liberate me from that lawleſs Lord, 
Now Sr, inyouryouth gather faſt, your ſun will mountto 
the Meridian quickly & thereaftet decline : Be greedy of 
race: Study above any thing, zzy dear Broz':er, to mortific your 
Feſt. Oh but pride of yourh, vainty,luſt, idolizing ofthe world & 
charming pleaſures , take long rime to root them out ! As faras 
ye arc adyanced inthe way to heavyen,as neeras yeare toChrilt : 
BLUC 
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much progreſs as ye have. made in the way of mortificetion ;, 
wili tinde that ycarc far behinde & have molt of your wark 
before you. | never too: 1t tobe ſo hard, to bedead ro my luſts 
& tothis world : When the day of viſitation cometh & your. 
old idols come weeping about you , ye will have much adoenor 
tobieak your heart , 1t's bit give upin time with them , ſoas 
ecould at acall quite your part o this worid for adrink of - 
water OI a thing of nothing. Verily I haye ſeen the beſt of 
this world » amoth=:aten, threed bare coat: I purpoſetolay 
itatide being now hollie & old. O for my houſe above not made 
with hands ! Pray for Chriſt's yriſoner & write tome: Re- 
member my love to your mother: Deſire her from meto 
make for removing ; the Lord's ride will not bide her ; & to ſeek 
an heavenly minde , that her heart may be often there. Grace, 
be with you. 


Aberd. Feb. 26. Yowurs & Chriſi's priſo- 
1637. wer. $S.K. 


————————_ 


_—=— 


To ROBERT GLENDINING 


My Dear Friend [ 98] 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I thank you moſt 

kindly for your care of me, & your love and.reſpcive 
kindnels to my brother in his diſtrefle: 1 pray the Lord ye may 
inde mercy in the day of Chriſt, & I entrear you $:r to conſider 
thetimes ye live in , & that your ſoul is of more worth to you 
then the whole world, which in the day of the blowing ofthe 
haſt trumpet $hall lic in white ashes, as an old caſtle burnt to 
nothing : & Remember that judgement & eternity is before 
you, My dear & wotthy friend , let meentrear you in Chriſt's 
name, & by the ſalvation of your ſoul, & by your compearance 
before the dreadful & ſin-revenging judge of the world, make 
your accounts ready : read them ere ye come tothe water fide ; 
for your after-noon will wear $hort , & your ſun fall low and goe 
town: &ye know that this long time your Lord hath waited 

Wo 0 ante N 3 on 
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' on you: O how comfortable a thing shall it be toyou when 
time $shall be no more & your ſoul shall depart out of the houſe 
of clay to vaſte & endlefſe eternity, to have your ſoul dreſſed 
_ up & prepared for your bridegroom | Noloffeis comparable 
- tothcloſſeoftheſoul, there 1s no hope of regainin=ttar loſſe, 
O how joyfull would my ſoul be to hear that ye would ſta:tty 
the gate, & contcnd forthecrown, &leave all varitics, g 
makeChriſt your oarland !Let your foul put away your old lovers 
&let Chriſt hay-your wholelove : Thaveſomecxpeiencetg 
writeofthisto von: My witneſſes in heavon, 1 would nortex. 
| change my chains & bonds for Chriſt, & my {igh; or cen 
' worlds gloiy. Ijudge this clay-idol that Adam's ſons arc roup. 
ing & ſelling their ſouls for , not worth adiink of cold water. 
O if your ſoul were in my ſoul's ſtead how ſick would ye begf 
love for thar faireſt one, that feireſt among the ſons of men! 
Mayflowers & morning vapours & fumnmer mitt poſteth north 
faſt away as theſe worm=zaten p'caſures that we follow : We 
build caſtles in the air, & night dreams are our day idolsthat 
wedote on: Salwatrr, Svarin is our oncly one neceſiarie 
thing. &:r .cali home your thoughts ro this work, ro inquire 
for your welbcloved: This earth is the portion of baſtards, 
ſeek the ſons inherirance, & let Chriſt's t.uth be dear to you, 1 
pawnd my falvation on it that this is tne honour of Chyiſt's 
Kingdom , Inow ſuffer for | & this world I hope shall not 
come between me & my garland] & tnat this 1s the way to life, 
When ye & I shall lie lumps of pale clay upon the cold ground, 
our pleaſures thar we now naturally love, hall be Icfle then no- 
thing in that day : dear Brether, falfill my joy & bctake you to 
Chriſt without further delay, ye will be fain at length to feckto 
him or doe infiaitly worſe. Remember my love to your wife, 
prace be with you. ' 


5 | Aberd. March.1 Jo Y ortr's 832 hrs ſweet Lord 
I627.,. leſs. S.R. 


| (199 ) 
7 WILLIAM GLENDINING. 


" lveloved $5 dexr Breti.er. [99] 


Race, meicy and pace betoyou : I thank you moſt 
Cp for you. care &loveto me. & in particular ro my 
brocacr in hi- diſtreſle in Edinburgh : Goe on thorow Your 
waters *+1thout wearying , vour guide k:oweth the way, 
follow him x cait your ca e5 & tentation- upon him : & It not 
wormes , the ſons of men affright you ; they shail di & the 
moth ;hali ear chew keep your garland, there 15 no i-ſle at the 
ſtake 1nthis game betwixt us & the world then our coniciences 
falvation: we have need tortaire heed tothe game, & not to yield 
tothem ; Lerch-m race orher thirgs From us; burthere,in mat=- 
ter: of conſcience we mult hold & drow with £& 1295 , & (ct our- 
klve: in termes of oppotttion with rhe <ields of the earth. O the 
lycet communion for ev:rmore? that hath been betw-enChiilts& 
his p20i p:ifon-r! He wearteth not to be Einde: He is the faircſt 
fg:uTf.ein fberd - orany part that ever my freer were tn. Re- 
member my harty kindnels to your wite, I delice her to be- 
leve & lay hor caies on God, & make faſt work of falvationg 
Erace be with you. 


Aberd. March. 13. T orr's 1: his onely Lord 
I037. leſtis, S. R. 
Ns — Cs 
To JEAN BROWN. 
Zelbeloved ard dear S:ficr. [100] 


Race, mercy & peac: be toyou: Ireccived yourletter , 
which I eſteem an evidence of your Chriſtian aTe&ion to _ 

me, & of your love tomy honaurable Lord & Maſter, My 
detire is that your communion with Chriſt may grow , & that 
your reckonings may be pur by hand with your Lord, ere ye 
cone to the water fide. O who knoweth how ſweet Chriſts® 
kiſſes are ! who hath been more kindly embraced & kiſled them 
| Ng L his: 
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T his banished priſoner? If the compariſon could ſtand, I woulf 
not exchange Chriſt with heaven it {clf; He hath left a darrs 
arrow of love in my ſoul, & ir paincth merili he comc & take 
it out: 1 finde paii. oftheſe wounds b:cauſe I woulu hive poſicf. 
fion. I know now this worm-caren appl: , the plaiſtercd rot. 
ten world, that theilly Child:ien of coi world ary beating & 
bufferting & pulling others cars for ; 1s a portion for vaſtards 
good enough: & that is all they haveto loos: for I off=nd not 
That my advcrfarics ſtay at hom? at racur Own fire-fide with more 
yearly rent then I; should | be anzry tharthe good-man of 
this houſe ofthe world caiteth a dog a boiie tour, his teeth? he 
hath taught meto be content with a bort owed firc=tide & an 
uncouth bed: & think L have loft nothing, the 11-come is 
ſogreat. O wharrclling is in Chriſt ! O how weighty 1: my 
fairgarland, my crown , my fair —_ in glory, where 
I sþallbe abovethe blowes and vufftcttings of Prelars ! Let 
this be your defire & let your thoughts dwell much upon that 

blefſednefie thar abideth you in the other vorld 3 The fairiide 
ofthe world will beturned to vou quickly , when ye $hallſee 
the crown: I hopeyeare necr your lodging : O but I would 
think my ſclf blef]:d for my part ro win the houſc before the 

Shower come on ! For God hath a quiver full of arrowesto 

shoot at & shower down upen Scorlard, Ychave the prayers 
ofa priſoner of Chriſt. I defire Parrick.to give Chriſt his young 
love even the fower ofit, and putit by all others * 1t were 

£00d to ſtart ſoon tothe way: Heshould thereby havea great 
adyanragc in the evilday. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March. FT. Yours in his excel, y Lord 
16;7. Jeſus , S.R. 


_ SEED 


To 4r JOHN FERGUSHILL 


Revircnd and tiitcloved rm thc Lord, [ 101 ] 


Was refreshed with your letter: 1 am ſorry for that lingering 
4nd Jongſome viſitation that is upon your wife; but 1 know 


ye 


ay % 


2O0l. 

etake it as a mark ofa lawfully begotten childe & not ofa baſe 
zard ro be under your father*s rod: till ye be in heaven it will 
be bur foul weather , one shower up & another down: The 
lintel-{. ones &pillars of the new Jeruſalem ſuffer moe knocks of 
God's hammner & tool, ther thc common lide-wall tones: & 1f 
twenty croſſes be written for you1n God*s book,they will come 
ronintiin & then at laſt ro one, & after that 1 othing but your 
head betvwixe! Chrilt®s breaſts for cvermore: & his own ſo't hand 
todry you: face & wipe away your teares. As for publike fui- 
feringsfor his truth . your Maſter alto will fee to theſ2* Let 
us put k1im in his own office , ro comtort & deliver: the gloom 
of Chcilts roſie is worſe then it 1clf. I cannot keep up whar 
he hath done to my foul: My dear Broz-er, will I not gct help 
ofvou to praiſe & to lift Chriſt up on high > He harh pained 


 mewith h1s love,& hath lefr a love arrow in my heait thar hath 


made a wound & ſwelled me up with defires, ſo, thar lam to be 
pleted for want of real] poſicflion : love would have the compa- 
ny ofthe party loved : & my greatcſtpain is the want of him , 
not of his joyes & comforts , but of a neer union , & commu- 
didn, This 1s his truth I am fully perſwaded | now iuffer for: 
For Chriſt hath rakcn upon him to be witneffe to it,by his ſweer 
comforts ro my foul ; & shall I think him a falſe witnefle , or 
that he would ſubſcribe blank paper? I thank his high and 
trezdfull name, for whar he hath given, I hope to keep his ſeal 
& his pawnetill he come & looſeit himſelf. 1defic hell to pur 
meoff it , bur he 1; Chriſt & he hath met with his priſoner: & 
[took inſtruments in his own hand , that 1t was he & no other 
frbim. When the Devil fenceth a baſtard court in my Lord's 


Jground & giveth me forged ſummonds , it will be my shame 


onisbelecve after ſuch a fair broad ſeal: & yet Satan & my ap=- 


Jorchenfion ſomerimes make alye of Chriſt , as if hehared me; 


ut [ dare beleeve no evil of Chriti : it he would cool my love=. 
krer for himſelf with reall preſence & poſic Mon, I wonld be rich 


Four I dare not be niflearned and ſeek more in thar kinde; how= 
yi it be no chame to beg ar Chriſt's door. I pity my adver= 
Flies, I grudge not that my Lord kerp:th them at rthuir owl 
Jic-fide,&hath given mea borrowed bid& a borrowed fire-fidep 


N 5 Let 
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Letths good=manotthtchoult cata dog a bone why 5honldt1 
offend? irgovc2 that the broken bark hall com: to land, & 
thir Chriit will on the shore welcome the ſea<iic!: pall N9er, 
We have ned of 1 orcat ftock avainſ this day of rrialthat ls 
coming ; neither chaff nor corn 1n Scotland , bur it shall once 
p:{- thorow God's fleve. Praiſe, praiſe, & pray for me; for 
I cannor forget vou: I mow ye will be fricnily ro my afflia- 
ed brother, who is now embarked in the fam: cauſe with 
mc: Let him have vou r counſel & comforts. Rim mbor my 
lovein Chiiſtro your wife, her health is coming ad her falva- 
tion ilcepeth not. Ye have the prayers and blcflins of a prifo- 
ne: of Cheiſt Sowe faſt, deal bread plenrifully : 'Thepanrry 
door will be locked on the bairn; in appearance ere long, 
E:r262, grace be with you. 


Abcrd. March. 7. | Y ozrs 12 hes ſweet Lord, 
1637. Jeſus, S.R. 


Tohisreverend & dear Brother, 
Mr ROBERT DOUGLASS. 


Ay very revirend and dear Proticr. [ 102] 


Jace, mercy &peaceberoyou: Tlongtoſecyouinpa- 

F p<r. I cannot but wiite to you that tits wich | aow 
ſutter tor, 15 Chriſt's truth ; becauſe he hath becn plea(:d to lcal 
iy ſoff:rings »1th joy unſpeakable & glorious : I know he will 
not put his ſeal upon blank paper: Chriſt hath not dumb {cals, 
neither will he be witne(s toa lye. I beſecch you , my dear Bro- 
ther, help metopraiſc 
Shiclds of ta2 earth. Iam aitonthed & confounded at the great- 
n{{5 of his Kindneſs toſucha finner. I know , Chriſt & Ishall 
never b:even, I shalldie in his debr: He hath left an arrow 
In my heart that paineth me for want of reall poſſcſion : & hell 
cannot quench this coal of God's kindling. I wish noman 


flagder Chiilt or his crofle for my cauſe ; for I haye much cauſe 


e &toliitChriſt up ON his tzroneabove the | 
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roſpeak much good of him : He hath brought meto anick 8& 
deere. of communion with himſelf that 1 knew not-before. 
The din & gjoom of our Lord's croſs, 1s more fearful & hard 
then the crols 1 ſelf: He tak:th the bairns in his arms where 
they cOMe tO a deep water , at leaſt when they 1ofe ground ,& 
areput tO (wim , then his hand is UnGer thur chin. Ler me 
be helped by your prayers , & remembcr my love to your kinde 
wife. Gtzcc be with you. 


Aberd. March. 7. 
162.7, 


Yozrr Brotiiey ard C! rift 's 
priſoner, S, R. 


To his loving friend 
JOHN HENDERSON. 


(103.) 

Ontinue in the love of Chiiſt & the doctrine which Þ 

taught you faithfully & painfully according to m 
meaſure: I am free of your blood : Fear the dreadfull, 
name of God : Keep in minde the examinations which I raughr 
you , & lovethe truth of God. Death, as faſtas rimeflyerh, 
chaſerh 28 cut of this life : It is peflible ye make your reckon 
ng with your judge before I fee you ; let ſalvation beyour 
care nigi't & day, & ſet aſide hours & times of the day for 
payer. I rejoyce to hear that thereis prayer is your houſe : See 
that your ſervants keep the Lord's day. This dirt & ood of 
clay, I mean the vain world, is not worth the feeking. An 
hireling paſtor 15 to be thruſt in upon you, inthe room to which 
Thave Chriſt's warrand & right: Standtio your libertics, for 
the word of God alloweth you a votein chuſing your Paſtor. 
What Iwrite to you, I write to your wife: commend me hears 
tilyroher. The Trace of God be with you. *2 


Aberd. March, x 4+ 
1637. 


Loving friend. 


Your lovimg friend and 
Paſter. S- | 


es. Ati... a. A me Ao 


"= 


. TSESE 25 
CAREERS _— 


Con 3a i rr II II OOO 


—_ 


= 2 


Ee en ic 


He ens adds 


( 204.) 
To Mr HUGH HENDERSON. 


My reverend and der Brother. (104) 


| hear ye bear the marks of Chriſt's dying about with you, 
& that your brethren have caſt you out for your Matters 
ſake: Lerus.wait on till the evening & till our reckoning in 
black & white come before our Maſter. Brozcr , tince we mult 
have a devilto trouble ns, tlove a raging Cevil beſt: Our Lord 
knoweth whar for of devil we havenzed of: Iris beſt Satan be 
In his own skin & look lixe himſelf: Chriſt weeping looketh 
Iice himt1falfo, with'whom Scribes &Phariſces were at yea &n4 
& sharp- contradidtion. Yc have heard of the patience of 16, 
when he lay in the a:hes, God was with him clawing & cuuing 
his scabs,& letting out his boils, & comforting his ſoul, & he 
took him up at laſt : That God is not dead yet, he will ſtoop 
& take up fallen hairns : many broken legs fince Adam's dayes 
hath hc ſpelked, & many weary hearts hath he refreshed. Bleſs 
him for comfort: Why > None cometh dry from David's 
well ; let us goe amonoſt thereſt & caſt down our toom buck» 
£ts into Chriſt's Ocean & ſuck conſolations out of him: We 
are not1{y ſore ſtriken , but we may fill Chriſt's hall with weeps 
ing : We have not gotten our anſwer from him-yet :  Letus 
lay up ou: broken plea'sto a full ſea, & keep them till the day of 
Chrii”'s coming: We and this world will not be ever till 
then: They would take our garment from us, bur letus hold 
& them draw, Brozter, itis a ſtrange world if we laugh not: I 
O O 

never fawthe likeof it, if there be not parks the mar for this 
Contempt dane tothe Son of God > Wemuſt doe as theſe who 
keep the bloody napkin to the Bailiffe & let him ſee blood : we 
Ruſt keep our wrongs to our Judge & let him ſee our bluddered 
& foul faces : Priſoners of hope muſt runto Chriſt withthe 
_—_ that tears have made on their cheeks. Brozher , for my 
elf, Iam Chriſt's dated one, for thepreſent, & I liveuponno 
deaf nurs [as weuſe to ſpeak} hz hath opened fountains to me in 
the wilderneſs: Ger look to my Lord Jeſus , his loye to me 
- 


is 


{ 20g ) RG Fg FE 
{ch that I defie the world to tinde either brira or bottom in, 


Grace be with you. 


Aberd. Marche 13. Your Brother m |us fweet Lord 

| 1637. leſus, Vo | : 
70, ME | _ —_ 
ker's 
| Tothe Lady ROBERT LAND. 
= MISTRESS. [105.] 
th | FARace, mercy &peacebe to you: I hall begladro h:ar 
nay that your ſoul proſpereth & thar fruit groweth upon you 


ob, Þ ther the Lord's husbandry & pains in his rod, that hath not been 
19g :ſtranger to you from your youth, Ir is the Lord's kindnels 
«he Þ that he will take the ſcum off us in the firez Who knoweth 
0p | how needfull winnowing is to us , & whatdroſs we muſt want 
yes ff crewe enter 1wto the Kingdom of God ? Sonar:ow is the entry 
l> F toheaven that our knots, our bunches & lumps of pride, aud 
ds | flf-love, & idol-love, & world-loye muſt be hammered off us, 
ck | thatwe may chrong in, ſtooping low & creeping thorow that 
We | narrow & thorny cutry. And now for my ſelf, I finde it the 
ep» } molt (weet & heavenly life , ro rake up houſe & dwelling at 


us F Chiiſt's fire=lide, & ſer down my tent upon Chriit that founda- , 


of Þ tion-ſtone, whois ſure & faithfull ground & hard under foot, 

till F Ohifl could win to it & proclaim my (clf not the world's debt= 

ld ff &, noralover obligedroit ; & thar I mindenot to hire or bud 

: I F this world's loveany longer; bur detie the kindneſs & feud of 
his { God's whole creation whatſomeyer ; eſpecially the lower vault 
ho | &clay part of God's creatures, this vaig earth: For what hold 
we Blot lis world? A borrowed lodging & ſome years houſc= 
ed | room, & bread & water, & fire & bed & candle, &c. areall 
he F apart of thepention.of my King & Lord ro whom I ow'thanks 
ny | &not toacreature, 1 thank God that Ged1s God, & Chriſt is 
10 Chriſt, & the earth rhe earth, & the Devil the devil, and 


in Jthe world the world, & that fin is fin, and that every thing. : 


ne Eirwhat it is : Becauſe he hath raught me in my wilderneſs nog 
ishuffle my Lord Jeſus, nor to intermix him with creature-vas 
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nities, norto ſpin ortwine Ch:ilt or his ſweet love i in one weh, 
or in onethreed with the world and the things racreo% Ohif! 
could hold and kecp Chriit all aloac and mix him with nothing! 
O if I could cry down theprice and wetght of my cuiſcd [eltaud 
cry up the price of Chriſt, and double & tiipleand augmentand 
h- caghten to millions theprice & worth of Chrit! lam [#1 
durit ſpeak fox mlzht lawtully complain] to hungredly tutour: 
cd i; GY Chriſt, Jeſus wy liberall Lord, that ins nice love "_ 
my wy woud be inhands with , fly eth me; &yccilamt.aingd 
on to love him ,&Jui i&loags: die for his Boe whoml —_— 
2 i5a wonder to pine away with ioveforacovcred & hid loy A, & 
t>bchungred with his love, fo as a poor foul cannot get h1s fill of 


"hunger for Chriſt: It is hard to be hungered of hunger, 


whereoſ ſich abundance for other rh:nos 15in'the world: Zur 
fire if we were tutours and ftewards and Maſters, and Lotd- 
ca:vers of Ch:it's love, wechould be more can & worſe fd 
then weaic: Our meat dork us the more good, that Chit 
keep th the key:, & that the wind & the air of Chri rift's ſweet 
bre e thing & of omtuenceof! als ſpirit is locked up inthe —_— 
of the ood p! caſi; col fhin, who bloweth where he liſterh : 

ſe: there is a fort or lmparient patience required in the —_— 
Chriſt aro his manif{tartions, & waitin 2g on: They thrive who 
wait on his love & the bl>wing of it & cherur ning of his gra- 
c10us wind ; & the cy thrive who inthat on-=watting make haſte 
2nd din and much adoe for their loſt and hidden Lord Jefas? 
However oth, God feed me with him any way. If h: would 
come in, Ishall no: pr the matter, where he cot a hole, of 
how he opened th?lock: TIshot yld be content that Chriitandl 
mer, ſuppoſe he should fttand onthe other {ids of hell's lakeand 
cry tome, Ether putt in your foit C9 come throwuz'! , cl {c Je chall 
mot have me at all, But what fools are we in thera! king up of | 
him and of his dealing! Hehatha gate of his own be vyoad the | 
thought; of men , har no foot hathskill to follow him : But 


weare ftiltill Scholars and will goetn at heayens Cares wanting | 


thelalf of our I:fon, and (hall till be bairns ſo long as 3 we n 
under time's hands, and till ererniry cauſe aſun to ariſ21n our | 
fouls that shall otye us wit, We may ſee how weſpill and mar F 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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gurown fair heaven and our {alvation, and how Chritt is eve 
day putting tn one bone or other 1 in thee fallen ſouls of urs, in 
no! rhe rtoht place ag. an: and rhat 18 chis {tide of the new lery ſajc mm, 
aud VE $h. JI full have need of fo «2h and he aling grace. i hnde 
and Þ crofjies Chriits carved work that he marketh Go They us, and thar 
ifI Þ vithcrolles hetiguiet h & pourtraieth us to his own im: TC, CUt= 
Jus 19 away PICCCs of Cur ill Q& CO:LUPp 2tion : I Loid cut, Lord 
ich Þ carve, Lord wound, Lord doe any thing that ma y perfect 
Ined thy F ither's image inus & make us mect 1or glory. Pray for 
ſev Þ me F forget nr” y ou | that our Lord would be picaſed rolend 
r,& Þ nc houle- room to preach his righreouſncls & teil what I have 
Il of Þ heard & ſeen of him. Forget not Zion thai 1s now in Chriſt's 
er, || calmes & 10 his forge: God bring her out new work. Grace, 
Bur  exace be with you, 


- Aberd. Jan. 4, Yorrs 122 las ſweet Lord | 

ucf 6 38- Jeſws. S.R. 

yeet Ws ON 

nds | : 
Tothe Earle of Caſfills. 

wot 

who Right honouratle & my very good Lord, [106] 


Ja. S | 

ay aCC, Mercy & peace be toyeurLo: Thopeyour Lov 

4 « Ar : i 
Vil bepl-aſed to paidon wy ho:dneſs , iff upon report © 


_ Fc Ns forward nitude, that 4 hear our Lord tath given 

MP you ip this his honou. able caufe, when Chiiſt & k1s Gotpclate: 

> ſo ſoully wronged} lip:akto your Lo: 11 Paper , enrearing 

55 your Lo: TO gOC ©: 1 14; the ſt: cngth of the Lord toward , aud 

hal zgainſt a ſtorm of Antichriſttan wind , that blow ct upon . 

Jo the face of this your poor morka-Chunh Corus lilie: 

the among .. the thorns. lt 1s your Lo: Glory & happ:acts when ycſce | 
Bir | ſuch a blow coming, vpon Chritt tocalt up your arm to pz revent 
rang Neither is ita cauſe that ncedcth to blush before theſun, 


0: tofcerhe ſentence or cenſure of 1 Vpartial ocholders, fee 
Ing the Oc! 1073 indce\ [1 if1t wore ric htly fta ared ] 1 15 abour the 
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Felus, whoſeancient march-ſtones & land-bounds ourbaſtzi 
Lord's, theearthly generation of ryrannizing Prelats, hay 
boldly & sham-tylly removed : & they who have outhalfan eye 
may {-erhat ic15 toe greedy detires of reme-1dolt Frag Demas's and 
the itching [cad of ambitozes and dimbing Diatrepres '; [ who 
love tic goat's lice to climb ill chey cannot fincie a way roſer 
their ſoles oa ground azain ] char hath made (uch a wide breach 
in our 2172's beautifull walls: and theſe are the men w ho (eek ng 
hire for the cruct vine of Chriſt, bur his coat. Oh how forlorng 

/ S& G a 
deſolate is the Bride of Chriſt made to all pailers by! Why 
ſeeth not Ch:1:!t buried in this land , hts prophets hidden in 
caves, lilencel, banizhed & umpriſonzd ; Truth weeping in 
ſackcloth before the Judges , Parhamenr & the Rulers of the 
land* But her bill is caſt by them, & Holineſs hiderhir {elf 
fearing che frters for the reporoaches & perſecution of men; 
Juſtice: fallzn a ſwoon in the gate, & the long shadows of the 
evening are ſtretched out upon us: Wor, wozro us, for our 
day flycth away: what remainerh but thatthe Antichriſt ſe 
down his tent 1n the mid{t or us, except your Lo & others 
with you read Chriſt's fapplication , & giv< him that which 
the moſt lewd and ſcandalous wrertches 1n this land may 
have before a juige, even the poor man's due , Low ani juſ- 
zrce for God's ſak;, O therefore, my novle © dear Lord , as 
ye have begun, goc on inthe mighty power and ftrengrh of the 

Lord, to cauſe our Lord in his Gofpel and afflicted memvers 

lugh , & to cauſe the Ch.iſtian Churches | wioſe eyes 

are all now upon you] to fling for joy, when Scezl 4724's moon 

Shall slijac like the light of the ſun, & rheſun like che lightof 

... ſeven dayes in one: yecandoe nolef; then run & bear up the 

hea:t of your dying & {wooning mother-Chuzrch, & plcad for 

the production of her ancient charters : They hold out and 
at ont, they hold in and bring in ar thar pleaſure men in God's 

Ee they ſtolerhe keys from Chriſt and his Church, and came 

in like the thi:f & the robber , not by the door Chriſt ; & now 

their ſong is, Lurnority, Aut'zorit yobeclzence toChurch-Governouts. 

When ſuch a biſtard & lawlcſs pretended ſtep - dame as our 


Pr clacy is YONE mad,1t 1s your place whoare theNobles to - , 
| þiade 
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| Linde them 3 #t leaſt , Jaw $hould fetter ſixch wilde bulls as they 


ac, who push all who oppoſe themſelves ro their domina= 


| tion. Alas! Whar have we loſt fince Prelats were mads 
| Malter-coiners tochange our gold in brafs, and to mix the 


Lord's wine with their water > Bleſſed for eyer $hall ye be 
of the Loid if ye help Ch:iſt againſt che mighty , and shall 
deliver the flock of God ſcattcred upon the mountains in the 
dark & cloudy day, out of rhe hands of theſe idol=shepherds, 
Fear not men that $hall be morh * eaxen = clay that $hallbe 
rolled up ina cheſt, & caſten under the carth : Letthe holy 
one of / ſrael be your fear, & be couragious for the Lord and 
kis tiuch, Remember your accounts coming upon you with 
wings, as fait as tim? poſt:th away 2 Remember = Peace 
vich God in Chiiit & the preſence of the Son of Codinthere- 
vealed & felt ſwycerncis of his loye, will beto yon, whenerer- 
nity Shall put z/27e to the door , & ye shall rake good-rragiz at 
Time, & this little chephera*s tent of clay, this Inne; ofa bor= 
roxed earth. I hope your Lo: ts now & then ſending out 
thoughts ro view this world's naughrineſs & vanity & the ho- 
&d-tor glory of the life to come, & that yercſolyethart Chriſt 
all have your ſelf & all yours at command for him , his ho 
nour & Goſpel. Thus truſting your Lo: Will pardon my 
boldneſs , I pray that the onely wiſe God, the very God of 
peace » may preſerve , ſtrengthen & eſtablish you to the end. 


Aberd. Yopur Lo : at all command C9 obedrence 
I637. enChiſt. S. Re 
To the Lady 
KFOWaAL AND 
M 4 D A M. [107] 


Hough nor acquainted 1 am bold in Chriſt to ſpeakroa 
yourLa: inpaper: Ircoycetn our Lord Jeſus on your 
bczalf ; rhat itjhath pleaſed him { whoſe loveto youis as oid 
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23 himſelf ] to manifeſt a m_ of his Iove in Chrift Jeſs 
to your ſoul; in the revelation of his will & minde to youynoy, 
when ſo many are shurt up in unbelizf, Ocrhe ſweet change 
ye havemade, inleaving the black kingdom ofthis world & jy, 
& coming over to our bridegroom?s new kingdom , taknoy 
& to be taken with the love of the beautifull Son of Gcq, | 
beſcech you, Madam, in the Lord make now ſure work, &ſe 
that the old houſe be caſten down , & razed from the foun« 
dation, and that the new building of your ſoul be of Chriſt's 
pwn laying ; for then wind and ſtorm ball neither looſeit, 
Hor $hake it afunder, Many now take Chriſt by gucis: Be 
furcthatir be he, and onely he whom ye haye met with : His 
fvect ſmell, his lovely voyce , his fair face, his ſweet working 
*n theſoul will not lye, they will ſoon tell if it be Chriſt indeed 
E& Ithink your love to the ſaints ſpeaketh that iris he] & therce 
fore I ſay, bcſurethatye take Chriſt kimfclf, 8 take him with 
his father's blefling : his father allowerh him well upon,yy, 
your lincs are well fallen , it could not have been better, nor 
ſo well with you if they had not fallen in theſe places: [n licavey 
or out of heayen there is nothin 2 better , nothing {o {weet & 
excellent as the thing ye havelighted on, & therefore hold you 
with Chriſt: Joy , much joy may ye have of him: Burttake 
his croſs with himſelf cheertuily : Chriſt and his croſs are not 
ſeparable in this Iife; howbcir Chriſt 8 hts croſs part athez- 
yen's door , for there is no houſe-room for croſles in heaven: 


' one tear, one fioh, one {ad heart, one fear, one loſle, or thought 


Sh 
of trouble cannor finde lodging there: they are but the marks 


of our Lord Jeſus down in this wide innes & ſtormy countiey 
On this {ide of deaths Sorrow & the ſaints are not marricd to. 
gether, or ſuppoſt: it were ſo, heaven $hall makea divorce, 1 
hnde his ſweet preſence cateth out rhe bitterneſs of ſorrow & 
ſuffering, Trhinkit a feet thing that Chriſt ſaith of my croſs 
Elf euine,Sthat hedivideth tacſe ſufferings with mc&rahketh the 


targeſtshareto himſelf ; nay that I & my whole croſs are wholly 

_  Chiiſt's, O whatapori10n 15 Chriſti O tharthe ſaints would dig 
; - A S «as 

. © | dceperintherreaſures of his wifdom & exceliency! Thus recom- 


mend 


(211) 
mending your La: to the goodwill & tender mercies of aut 
Lord, I reit. 
Abcrd. Sept. 7. Yours La: imhis ſweet Lord 
1637 leſas , S.R. ny 


To ROBERT GORDON, 
Of Knockbrex. 


4, 


My very warthy ©5 dear Friend, (1c$) 


Race, mercy &proacebeunto you : Though all Galloway 

J :hould haveforgorten me I would have expicted aletter 
fomyou ercnow : But I will not expound it to beforgetfulneſs 
ofme- Now, My der Brother , I cannot shew you how matters 
oocbetwixt Chriſt and me: Thinde my Lord goingand coming 


| yen times a day: His viiits areshort,vut they are both frequent 


&ſweet. I darenotfor my life think of a challenge of my Lord: 
Thearill tales , & hard reports of Chit from the Tempter and 
my flesh ; bur love beleeveth no evil: I may ſwear that they 
ze lyars, and that apprehenfions makelyes of Chriſt's honeſt 
and unalterablelovero me. I darenot ſay that Iama dry tree, 
orthat I have no room at all in the vineyard; but yet I often 
think that rhe ſparrows are blefed who may reſort tothe houſe 
of God in 4z2werh , from which I am baniched, Temptations 
that [ ſuppoſed to be ſtrixen dead and laid upon their back, 
ne again and revive upon me; yea. I ſee that while I live 
temptations will not die: The devil ſcemeth robrag & boaſt 
xmuch, as ifhe had niore court with Chriſtthen I have, & as 
fhehad charmed & blaſted my miniſtery that I shall dge no 
more good 11 publike ; but his wind shaketh no corn : 1 will 
not belceve Chriſt would haye made ſuch a mint to have me to 
bimſelf, and have taken ſo much pains upon me as- he hath 
done , and then flip fo eaily from poflcifion , and loſe 
the glory of what he had done; Nay, fince I came to A 
den I have becn taken up to ſee the new land, the fair pa» 
| 2 Y ” ES Of 3 lacs 
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Taceof the Lamb : And will JR let me ſec heaven to break 
my heart, & neyer giveit to me? [I $hall not think my Lord 
Jeſus givethadumbearneſt , or putteth his ſcals to blank paper, 
orintendeth to put me off with fair and falſe promiſes; Ie 
that now, which I never ſaw well before. 1. I (ce fairh*; neceſſity 
inafau day is neyer known aright ; but now I miſs nothing ſo. 
much as faith : Hunger in me runneth to tair and {wect proe 
miſes, but when I come, I am likea hungry m:.nch:t wanteth 


tecth, oraweak ftomack having a sharp apperice that is filled 


tohr of meat; or lik one ſtupifica wit! cold under 

the watcrthat would fain come to land , but c:nnot grip any 

thing caſtentohim: 1 can let Chriſt grip me, butI canxot 

giipkim: Iloverobe kiffed and tofit on Chrift*s knee ; but! 

cannot fer my feer to the ground, for afflictions bring the cramp 

npon my faith : All Idow doe is to hold outa lamefaithto 

Chriſt, likea begge: holding our a ftump in ſiead o*® anarm or 

feg andcry Lord leſus work a miracle. O what would I give 

to tiave hands & arms to grip ſtrongly & fold heartſomly about 

Chriſt's neck, &rohave my claim made good with reall policl- 

Kon! Ithinkmy loveto Chriſt hath feet abundance, & runs 

neth ſwiftly tobear him, bur ir wanteth hands and fingers 

toapprehend him. IthinkI would oive Chriſt every morning 

My bleffing , ro haveas much faith as I have love & hunger ; at 
leaſt I miſs faith more then loye & hunger, 2. 1 {ce morrifica- 


with the very fig 


gon, &ro becrucificd to the werld is notlo highly accounted | 


of by usas it should be. O how heavenly a ching is tt robe 
dead & dumb & deaf to this worlc?s fweer mutick! 1 confels 
it hath pleaſed his Majeſty ro wake me laugh ar children who are 
wooing thi: world for their match: I ſee men lying about the 
world, as Nobles abouta King's court ; & 1 wo::der v. hat they 
area doing there: As Iam ar this preſent I would ſcornto 
court ſuch a f:cklefs & petty Princeflc, or buy this world's Find- 
neſs with zbow of mybxee. I ſcarcenow either hear or ſee what 
i is thar this world offereth me; 1 know it + little ir can rake 
from me, & as littleit can give me. Irecommend Mort:frd- 
#:opto youabovye any thins : For a'as we but chaſe feathers 
flying inthe air, &tire our own fpizirs for the froth & over- 

_ guilded 
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evilded clay of adying life : One fight of what my Lord hath 


| fetme ice within this Short time is worth a world of worlds. 


z, | choughr courage 1 the time of trouble for Chriſt's ſake, 
ar-iaz thac I might take up at my foot, I thought the very .- 
renembrance of the honeſty of the cauſe would be enough ; but 
Iwas afoolin fo thinking: I have much adoenow , ro win 
tooneſanile ; but I feejoy growcth upin hcaven , &itis above 
ourshort arm : , Chruit will be ſteward & diſpenſer himſ(:lf, 
& non. clſe bur He: Theretore, now, I count muchof one 
dam weight of {pirituall joy ; one ſinile of Chriſt's face, is 
now tom: as a Kingdom , & yet he is no niggard to me of com- 
forts: Truly I havenocauſeto ſay that I am pinched with 
znury or that the confolations of Chriſt are dried up, for he 
hath poured down rivers upon adry wilderneſs the like of meto 

admiration: & 1n my very ſwoonings he holdeth up my 
head, & ſtayeth me wira flagons ofwine & combines me 


| withapples: My houſe & bed is ſtrowed with kifles of love. 
| Praiſe, praiſe with me. O if ye & I berwixt uscouldlift up 
* Chriſt opon his throne, howbcir all Scoeland should caſt him 
| downtotheground | My Brother's caſe toucherh meneer , 
| Thopeye will be kinde to him & give him your beſt counſel : 


| Remember my loveto your Brother, to your wife & G. M. 


defirchim to be fairhfull 8& repent of his hypocriſie, and ſay 


| that I wrote1ttoyou : I wishhim falvattion: Write to me 
your minde anent, C. E, And C.Y. And their wives. 
| & 1.G, Oranyothersin my parich: Ifear Iam forgotren 


amongſt rhem ; bur 1 cannor forget them. The priſoner's 
prayers and bleſſing come upon you: Grace, grace be with 
you, 


Aberd. Feb, 9. Your Brotker 1172 the Lord 
1637 Jeſus : Sh 
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Tomy Lord. 
BALMERINOCH. 


My very Neble £9 truly honourable Lord. [1c9] 


Make bold to write newes toyour Lo: from my priſg, 


though your Le:haveexperience morethen I can have. Atm 


ficit entry here, I was noc alittlecaſten down with challcne 
for old unrepented of fins, & Satan & my own apprehentioy 
madea lye of Chriſt , thar he had caſten adry withered frecong 
the dike of rhe vineyard ; but it was my folly, bleſl:d bekj 
great name the fire cannot burn thedry tree: Heis yu noy 
to fcaſt the exiled prifoner with his lovely preſence, for it ſuite 
Chriſt well to bekinde, & he dincth & ſappeth with ſuch a fir. 


neras Iam. I am in Chriſt's tutouring here; Hehathmy 8 


| | ; p — ages 
me content with a borrowed fire-fide , & it caſteth as much 


heat, as mine own: I want nothing at all but reall pofleſſin iþ 
of Chriſt: And he hath given meapawne of thar alſo, whicht 
Hope to keep ill he come himſc clfto looſe the pawne.l cannot on if 
help to praiſe his high name; He hath made mea King oye ſþ 


my loſſes, impriſonmenr, banischment& onely my dumb ſabbath 


ſick in my throat: Bur I forgive Chriſt's wiſdom in that : Idar if 


nor ſay one word; Hehathdone it & I will lay my hand upon 


' my mouth: If any other had doneitto me, I could not haye 


' bornit. Now My Lerd, I muſt tell your Lo: Thay I woulf 
not giveadrink of cold water for this clay idol, this plaiſtered 
world, Ireſtifie & give it under mine own hand, that Chriſt 
moſt. worthy to be ſuffered for. Our lazie flesh [ which weulf 
have Chriſt ro cry down crofles by open proclamation | hath bij 
raiſed a ſlander upon the croſs of Chriſt, My Lord, I hopeye 
will nor forger what he hath done for your ſoul: Ithink year 

n Chriſt's count=book as his obliged debrer, Grace , gracche 
with your {pirit. 

Aberd. March. 13. Your Lo: obliged 

1637. Servant, S. R. 
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7 ALEX ANDER GORDON. 
Of Knockgray. 
Dear. Brotter. (110) 


Race, mercy &peace, beroyou: Iong ro hearhow 


B your foul proſpereth ; I expected letters from you cre: 


now, As for my {:1fI am herein good caſe, well feaſted with 
aorcat King: Ar my firſt coming here, 1 was that bold as to 
to take up a jealoutic of Chrill's love : I ſaid I was Cait over the 
dike ofthe Lord's vineyard as a dry trec; but I (ee if I had been 
awithered branch , the fire would have burnt me long ere now; 
bleſſed be his high came who hath kept fap inthe dry rzee; 8 | 
nowas if Chriſt hid done the wrong , he hath made the mends,” 
& hath miskent my ravings | fora man under the water c20- 
not well conimand his wit, far leſs his faith & love ] becaule it' 
wasaferer, my Lord Jeſus forgavem? that among tho reit: 
Heknoweth , 1n our affliftions we can finde a ſpor in the faireſt 
face that ever was , eyenin Chriſt's face: I would nor have be- 
kecyed rhat a gloom should haye made m2 to misken my old- 
Maſter ; © But we muſt be whiles fick : Sickneſs 15 but kindly 
to both faith & Love, Eut O how execedingly isa poor dated 
priſoner obliged to feet Jeſus ! My tears are ſweeter to me, 
then the laughrer of the fourteen Prelats rothem: The worſt 
of Chriſt, even his chaff, is b<tter then the world's corn; Dear 
Broticy, Tbeſcechyon, Ichargeyouin rhename & authority 
oithe Son of God, help me to praiſe his highne(s, &1I charge 
you alſo to tell all vour acquaincance, that my Maiter may get 
many thanks, Oif my hairs, a}l my members and all my 
bones, were wel: tuned tongues to ling the highpraiſts of my 
great & glorious King! Help me rolifc Chriſt up upon his 


throne, & to lifc him up above all the rhrones ofthe clay Kings, 


thedying ſcepter-bearers ofthis world.,The priſoner's blefling , 
the bleſſing of him that is ſeparated fromhis brethren , be upon 
them all who will lend me a lift in this work : Shew this rotharyy 


cople with you ro whom ſometimes I preached. Brogher , my. 
1 O 4 Lord 
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Lord hath brought meto this, that I will not flatter the world 
for a drink of water: I am no debrer to clay , Ci:riſt hath 
made me dead to that: Inow wonder that ever 1 was fuchz 
Childe long fince, astobeg ar ſuch beggers: Fy upon us, 
who wooctuch a black skinned hazlot ; when we'may ger fuch 
a fair , fair marchupin heave::, Ohrhat icould £iv« up wnh Not C 
this clay=1dol, this maskea painted overguiidcd Qur , tha Kmad 
Adam's ſons adore ! We make an idol of our Wiil: as many iully upol 
In usas many Gods: We areall God=makers : Wears lizeiolok will 
Chriſt the trucGodn the throng of theſe zew & falſe Vods.".cut- witl 
lazd hath cait her crown off hcr head: The virgin Dau ebrer vath hig 
loſther garland ; wore, woctoour harlot merher : Our Cay is ſuc] 
coming, atime when women shall wish they had been childs po 
leſs, & fathers $hall bleſs miſcarrying wombs & dry breaſts: e 
many houlcs , great & fair , shall be deſolate. This Kirk shall 
fit on the ground allthe night & the rears shall run down her || fav 
checks: The ſun hath gone down upon her Prophets : Blefled | m 
are thepriſonters of hope who can rua in to their ſtrong hold, & vl 
hide themſelves for a little till the indignation be overpaſt, w 
Commend me to your Wife, your Daughters, your Sonin || & 
law, & toA.T. writeto meofrhe caſeof your Kirk. Gracebe 


with you. Iam much moyed for my Brother, 1 entreat for your 
kindneſs & counſel to him. | 


Aberd. Fcb. 2 3» Y ozers 17 þ-x5 fweer Lord 
I6;7- lefus, Se R. 
To my Lady 


MARRE Tounger. 


My Very noble © dear Lady. (111.) 
c Race, mercy-& peace be toyon : I received your La: 
FJ letter , which hath comforred my ſoul. God eve youto 
finde mercy inthe day of Chriſt, 1,am in as good termes ard 
court with Chriſt , asan exiled oppreſſed priſoner of Chriſt can 
be: Iamfiill wdcometo his bouſe, heknowerh my knock ry 
© letret 


(217. 
tethin apoor friend: Under this black rough tree of the 
croſs of Chriſt , he hath ravished me with his love, &raken 
py heart to heaven with him: well & long may he bruikit, I 
yould not niffer Chriſt with all the joycs that man or Angel can 
lvife belide him. Who hath ſach caule ro lpcak "———— 
of Chriſt as 1 have? Chriſt is King of all croſſes & hehat 
made his ſainrs little Kings under him, & hecanride& triumph 
won weake? bodies then I am[ifany can be weaker ] & his horſe 
vill neicherfall nor ſtumble. adam, your Lz: hath much adoe 
with Chriſt for your foul, husvband , chi:gren - & houſe; Lex 
kim finde much employment for his calling with you ; for he is 
fuck a friend as delighterth to be burdcned with ſutes and em- 
loym*nrs , andthe more ye lay on him andthe more homely 
ebe with him,, the more welcome. O thedepth of Chriſt's 
2 | Tthath neither brim nor bottom. O if this blinde world 
ſw his beauty ! When I count with him for his mercics to 
me, I muſt ſtand ill & wonder & goe away as a poor dyvour : 
vhoharhnothing ropay: Free forgiveneſs 1s mv payment, [ 
would I could ger himſcr'on high,for his love hath mademefick 
& Idie except I get reall poſlefſion. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. March, 23. Your Lz: ar all ovedvencc in 
I367. Ciriſt, S. R. 


—— 


_——— 


70 JAMES Mc ADAM. 


My very ae C3 worthyfriend. (112) 


Race, mercy & peace betoyou: I long ro hear of your 

J growing 11 grace, & of your advancing in your journcy 
tohezyen; It wil bethe joy of my heartro hear thar yebold 
your faceup thebrae & wade through renarions without fearin 4 
whit man-can-doe, Chriſt shall-, when he ariſcth , mowedown 
hicencimies'& lay bulks {as they uſeroſpeak] on the green & 
hilthe pirs with -dexd bodies , #lal. 110: 6. they hall lielike 
handfulls-of withered thay when he arifeth tothe prey. Saluae 
tio, Salvation'is the onely neceflaty thing; this clay-idol, the 
qc - 07 world 


| 5 ( 218) - | 
World, is notto be ſought, itisa morſe} not for vou, bug foe 
hungc:=bitren baſtards. Contend for Salvation: Your M}iC 
ter Chriſt, wonheaven with ſtrokes; Iris a belieged Caſtle, 
it muſt be taken with violence. Oh, this world think«th hez. 
ven bur at the next door, & that godline(s may fleep ina bed of 
downs till it come to heaven ; but that will not doe it, Form 
{cIf, I amas well as Chriſt's prifoner can be: For by him, Tan 
matter & King af all my crojles; I am aboverthe priſon & the 
la:h of mens tongues : Chriſt trivympheth 1a me. | havebee 
caſten down & heavie with fears & hunted with chaitlenees,] wa 
ſwimming in the depths ; bur Chriſt had his hand under m 
chin all the time & took good heed thar I shou!ld nor loſe breath: 
. And now I have gotten my feet again, &therearelove-feaſy 
of joy & {pring-tides of conſolation berwixr Chriſt & mc: We 
agree well, I haye court with him, I am ſtillwelcometo his 
houſe. O my short arms cannot fathom his love | T beſecch 
you, I charge you heIp meto praiſe: Yehavea priſoner's pray. 
ers, therefore forget m2 not. Idefire Srols to remember me 
dearly toall in that Parich who know Chriſt, asif I had named 
them. Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd. March. 13, Yorrs #22: bis fweet Lord 
1637, Teſuis , S.R. 


To my very dear Brother 
VVILLIAM- LIVINGSTONE. 


My very dear Bro" er. (113) 


| Rejoyceto hear that Chriſt hath run away with your young 


love & that yeare fo early in the morning matched wit! ſach 
2a Lord ; fora young man is ofren a drefled lodging for the de- 
viltodwell in : be humble and thankfull for grace , & weigh 
it not ſo much byweight as 1* it be true; Chriſt will not caſt was 
ter on your ſmoking coal, he never yer pur out adim candle 


that was lightcd at the ſun of righteousnels, - I recommend to 
| yal 


5 W=_Þ@©Þ©@.9. wo Xa co 


(219) Wo 
ou prayer & watching over the tins of your youth - for I know 
miſſive letters goe between the Devil & young blood ; Saran | 
hath a friend at cout in the heart o: yourh , & there, pride, Jux- 
ury , luſt, revenge, forgetiulnelſs of God are hircdas his a- 
oents: happy is your ſoul it Chriſt man the houſe & take the 
eys himſelt & conimand all Fas it fattcrh him tull wellro 
role all where ever he is] kiep kim & entertain Chriſt well, 
cherish h1s grace, blow upon your own coal, & let him tutour 
70u, Now for my E1F, know Iam fully agreed with my Lord: 
Chriſt hath pur the father & me in other's arms, many a {wcer 
bargain he made before, & he hath made this among the reſt. 
I reignas King over my croſſes, 1 will nor flarrer arempration 
nor give the Devil a good word, 1 delic Hell's iron gates :; God 
hath paſt over my quarrelling of him at my entry here, & now 
he feedeth & fraſterh with me; praiſe, praife with me& let us 

exalt his name ro:;crher. 


Aberd, Maich.13. : Y ozrr brother 118 
16237. Chr:st, S.R. 


— 


To WILLIAM GORDON. 
of VV hite parke, 


Worthy Sir, (114) 


Race, mercy & peace beuntoyou: Tlong to hearfrom 
AIJyou: I am NCTC the Lord's priſoner & patient , handled 
as toitly by my P hy{ician as it { were a tick man under cure, I 


was at hard tc: ms with my Lord & pleaded with him; But I 


had rhe worlt fide: Ir isa wondcr he should have fuffered the 
like of me to have nicknamed the Son of his love Clift, &to 
call him a cianged Lord who had forſaken me; but misbelicf 


hath never a good word to ſpcak of Chiiſt. Thedroſs of my 


croſs, gathered a ſcum of fearsin rhe fire, dcubtinos, Linpaticnces 
unbelief, challenging of providence as {leeping, & net regarding 
my ſorrow; but my gold ſmith Chriſt wasplcaſes to take off the 
(cum & burn itin thefire: And Lk bemy fines he hath 
| mage 


( 220.) 

made the meta!l better & furnished new ſupply of grace to cauſe 
mehold oar weizhr 8& 1 hope hath not looled one gratn weight 
by burniag his ſervart. Now his love in my heart caſtetha 
mighry acat: He knowcth that thedelize [ haveto by at him= 
C1i] patneth me: I have lick nizhts & frequeat firs o: love-fevers 
for ny welbeloved:; Norhing paineth me now vut want of 
preſence: Ithinkirlong ull day : I challengerime a; too flo 
ia 17's pace, that holdeth mv onely , onely fair one , lny love, 
my wclb:ioved 'rom me : Oit weweretog:rheronce! Tam 
lizeaa ole crazed 5p that hath endured maay ſtorms & that 
woutd faint in thelce oithe shore, & fearcth new ſtorms; 1 
would 5etiat nigh eaven,that the shadow of ir mighr break the 
force of the ito:m & the crazed ship migar winto iand, M 
Lord's ſin calteth a hear of love& beam of light on my ſoul, 
My vi: fling thriccevery day uponthe {cet crols of Chriſt; 1 
am not ashamed of my gailand The banished *'miſtur. {which 
is thet-rmof Abzcden] Love, Lovedcficth reproaches: The 
love of Chriſt hath a croſlet of proof onir, & arrows will not 
draw blood ofit: Wc are morethen conquerours through the 
blood of him thathath loved us, Romr 8. Thedevyil, & the 
world they cannot wound thelove of Chriſt, I am further from 
yeelding to the courſe of defeftion then when I came hither: 
ſufterings blunt not the fiery edge of love : Caſt love inthe 
fools of hell it will ſwim above: it careth not for the world's 
busk:d and plaiſtered offers. Ir hath pleaſed my Lord ſo to 


lyne my heart with the love of my Lord Jeſus, that as ifthe field 


werealreadywon, & lon the other fide of time , I laugh atrhe 
world's voldcn plcafures & at this dirtie Idol that the ſons of 
Adam worship: This worm-eaten God, is that which my ſoul 
hath fallen our of loye with, Sx, ye wereonce my hearer: I 
acfire now to hear from you & your wife : I ſaluteher & your 
thildren with bleffings : I amglad that ye are ſtill hand-faſted 
with Chriſt: g0e oninyour journey & take the city by vis- 
ledce: Keep your garments clean: Be clean virgins to your 
husband the Lamb: the world shall follow you to heaven's 
gates; & ye would not with it ro gocin with you : " w 

rift's 


| (221.) 
Chiift*s love: Pray for meas Idocfor you : rhe Lord Jeſus 
be wich your Spirit. 
Aberd. Maich. 13. 
1637. 


—  — 


To Mr GEORGE GILL ESPIE. 


Reverend C9 dear Brothct, ſti5} 


Received your letter : as for wy calc Breziey, I bleſs his olo- 
rious name, my lofſzsare my gain, my p:ifona palace, & my 
ſadneſs joyfulneſi, At my firſt entry, my appcehentions wrought 


Yowrs 193 hes ſweet Lord 
Je(199, S, Re 


| ſoupon my croſs , that I bec-ime jcalouſe of the love of Chiiſt, 


2 being by him thruſt our of the vineyard, & I was under Great 
challenges ,[as ordiarily melted gold catterh firſt a droflie ſcum, 
& Satan & our corruption form the firſt words that the heavy 
erols fpeakerth & fiy Cod rr angry. He loverh | youu zot, | But onr 
zpprehenſons are not cannon:call: rhey dite lyes'of God 8& 
Chris tove ; bur fince my ſpirit was fſetled , & theclay fallen 
to the bottom of the well , I ſee better what Chriſt was doing 2 
And now my Lord is returned with falvarion under his wings , 


| now [ want lirtle of half a heaven, & I finde Chriſteyery day 


ſofweet , comfortable, lovcly & Kinde, as three things onely 
trouble me, 
kelpto praiſe that royall King who raifcth up theſe that are 
bowed down. . 2, His love paineth me & woundeth my ſoul, {o 
as lam in a fever for want of rrall preſence» 3. An exceſſive 
dire to rake inſtruments in God®s name,that this is Chriſt & hig 
eath I now ſuffer for , yea the apple of the eye of Chriſt's ho= 
nour, eyen the Soveratgnity & royall priviledges of our Kine 
& law=giver C:rift : & therefore let no man (carat Chriſt's 
croſs, or raiſe aa ul report upon him or it; for he bearcth the 
ſufferer & it both, IT am here troubled with the diſputes of the 
great Doctors | eſpecially with D., R, in Ceremoniall & Armi- 
man controver:1es for all 2recorrupt here}burlT thank God, with 
po detriment to the truth, os dilcredir to my profeſſion; So 

o_ _ they 


2 
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x. 1{cenot how to be thankfull, or hgv toget - 


EE ES Ow Os. _ 
a ode es AR >> any _ 


7 


- I © mpap_—y 
we Diode «> SS awe res © 


p——— OS. at Rr". 4 —- ws 
\ wr 99 PIC T——_ « ” 


* RO 


9 EET rs Te 1 Pn rene ey 


AR I. 


— _—_— - 


—_— 


_—— 


£2 
WT TW * mo 
wr nwury oo oe rr I IEEE LY Lore Cr —w _—_ 


1” IF yo ey _—_ 


> de +, 
—, I— 


tb nods 


_ 


+ oe nes. cm A ern En 


LNLSTR an ies nb RR 3 AGE 2 ed Es 


eres : 
F ens. 4 OT RT RE OPS er er ee owe newer HE 


_—_— 
PR” 47 


4 
TYPE wy ATI 
* of 
- 


($22-] 


then I ſce that Chriſt can triumph ina weaker man nor I, & why 


can be more weak? Bur his graceis ſufficient for me- Brothy 
remember our old Cove.axt, & pray for me, & Writeto me 


your caſc* TheLord Jelus be with your ſpt:i1t, 
Aberd. March, x3. Your: iz2 his ſweet Lord 
1637. leſaa, S.R. 


— 


To JOHN MEINE. 
(116) 


Race, mercy & peace bzunto you: I wonder ye ſent me 

AF -»otan anſwer rom» lait lerter;for t ſtand in need of 1t;] un 
ſit 14 ſome piece of cou:t with our great King , whole loye 
would cauſe a dead man ſpeak&ive: whether my court will con- 
tinu2 ornot,'l cannot wel: iay ; but I have his ear frequently & 
F to his glory onely Iſpeakit ] no penucieofthe love-kiiles 
or tie Soa of God; Hethinketh good ro caſt applesto mcin 
my prifon to play withall z: Ieit I should rhink long & faint: I 
muit £1ve over all attemprs to fathom the d:pth of his loye: 
all 1 can doe is but to ſtand bciide 41s great love, & look & won- 
der: my debts ofrhankfulneſs affright me: I tear my Creditor 
eta Dyvour-bill & a ragged account : I would be much the 
pa of help : O for heip, & that ye would take notice of my 
caſc; Your not wiitlag to me makerh me think ye ſuppoſe 
that I am not to be bemoanee, becauſe he 1s comfortable ; burl 
have painin my unthankfulneſs, & pain inthe feeling of his 
love, whilcI am fick again for real preſence, & reall poſleflion 
of Chriſt ; yet there i; nogooked | if I may ſpeak fo } nor fond 
lovein Chrift: He catterh medown ſometimes with challeng- 
es for old faults, & I know , he knoweth well thar ſweet com- 
forts are ſwelling & therefore ſorrow muſt make a yeat to the 
wind : my dumb fſabbaths are undercotting wounds : The 
condition of this oppreſied kirk, 8& my brother's caſe [I thank 
you & your wife for your kindneſs to him] hold wy ſorefmart- 
12g & keep my wounds bleeding ; bur thegroynd-work ſtand» 


Dear Brother, 


| 
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«h fare. Pray for me. Grace be with you, Remember 


metro your wife. | 
Aberd. March. 14- T ors #2 #5 ſwect Lord 
1637- leſs» S«R, 


FO m——— 


To Mr THOMAS GARVEN. 


Reverend and dear Brother. (117) 


Bleſſe you for your letter * It was a shower tothe new MmOWe 


LY 


engraſs:TheLord hath given you rhe rongue oc rhc Learn- 
ed: be fruirfull& humble: It 15 poſſible ye come ro my caſe, or 


thelike;but the water 1s neither {o deep,nor the itream lo ſtrong; 
sitis called : I thu:kmy fires not hot , my water dry land, 
my loſsrich loſs. O ifthe walls of my priſon be high , wide 8c 
lrge, & the place ſweet ! No man knoweth ir, no man 1 ſay 
knoweth it {| 2z7y Dear Brother ] ſo well, as he&T, noman 
(an put 1t down in black & white as my Lord harh ſealed it 1n 
my heart : My poor ſtock1s growen fince i came to Aberden : 


| And if any hail known the wrong I did in being jealous of 


ſuch an hone{ſt lover as Chriſt , who witheid not his lope from 
me, they would think'the more of it; but I ſcehe muſt beabove 


| mein mercy: 1 will never ſtrivewithhim: Torthinkrore- 


compenſe him is folly : If I hadas many Angel's tongues as 


there baye fallen arops of rain {ince the creation , or as there are 


bo 


kaves of trees in all the forreſts of the earth , or ſtars in the hea- 
rento praiie ; yet my Lord Jeſus would ever be behinde with 
me: We will never get our accounts fitted : A pardon muſt 
cloſethe reckoning ; for his comforts tom<in this his honours 
able cauſe, have almoſt put me beyond the bounds of modeſty 
howbeit I will not let every on2 know what is berwixt us; Love, 
loreſl mean Chriſt's love] is the horreſt coal rhar ever I felt; Q 
buttheſnolce of ir be hot! Caſt all rhefalr ſea on it, ir will lame, 
hell cannor quench it: Many,many waters will no: querch love: 
Chriſtis turned over to his poor priſoner in a maſſe & globs of 


ye : 


I wondcr he $hovld waſte lo muci leye upon tuch a 
Eg walte 


(224. } 
wafter as Iam ; but he is no walter but abundant in metcy : He 
hath no niggards almes when heis pleaſed to give. © thati could 
invite all rhe nation to lovehim! Freegraceisan unknuyn 
thing : Tis world hath h-ard bur a bare name of Chriſt & ng 
more: Thcreare inaniteplycs in his love, that theſaints will 
never win to unfold: I would it were bett:r known & that 
Chiiſt got more of his own duethen de doeth. Brecher, ye 
have ciof-n the good part who have taken part with Chriſt: 
Ye will ſe: him win chefield, & ve hall ger part ofthe ſpaile 
when hedivideth it: They are but fools who laugh ar us;for the 

ſce out t2e backfide or the moon; yer our moon-jighr it better 
ti ncheirtw:lyc-hours-ſun: We have gotten the new heavens & 


as a pledge of that the brid: oroom's love=ring: The children 


thc wedding chamber have caulero skip & leap for joy , forthe 
marriage ſupper 1s drawing pigh &we inde the fozers-hours {eet 
& comfortable. O time be not ſlow! O ſun move ſpeedily, & 
haſten our banquet? O bridegroom be like a roe, ora young 
hart upon the mountains! O welbeloved run faſt that we may 
once meet! Brerher , I contain my ſelf for want of time: Pray 
for me: Ihoperoremember you. The goodwill of him who 
dweltin th: bush , the render mercics of God in Chritt enrich 
you: Grace be with you. 


Aberd. March 14. Yours 12 his fweet Lord 
1637. leſus, S.R. 


To BETHAIA AIRD. 


worthy Sifter. [1:8] 


FARace, mercy & peace be untoyou: Iknow yedeſire 
news from my priſon , & I shall chew you news. At my 
firtt eatry hither, Chriſt & I agreed not well upon ir : The 
devil madeapleain the houſe & I laid the blame upon Chrilt; 
for my heart was fraughted with challenges , & If-ared thatl 
was an outcait, & that I wa; but a withere1 tree 18 the vine- 
yard, & bur b:id ras ſun off the good fplants with wy _ 
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(225) 
chadow, & therefore my Matter had given the evilſervant#e 
ds to fend him : Old ouiltineſs fad [as wt irnels ] all is 
truc: My appre ehenfions were with childe of faithleis fears, & 
unbelicF pur aſeal & Azzez to all. Ithougur my (elf ina hard 
aſe: Someſaid T had cauſe to rejoyce that Chriſt had hotiour= 
dmerobea witneis for him: & I ſaidin my heart theſc'ars 
words of men who {-e but mine outiide'& cannor tellif I be a 

fiſcwitneſG or not, If Chriſt had in this matter been 2 wil-. 
full & Short as I was, my faith nad gone ovc: the brae & broken 
insn2ck; But wew podie gs met, 2 hattic fool & a wiſe patient 
& neck Saviour: he took no law=advantage of my tolly , but 
waited 0n til] my ul vi ods was 24 In & my d; amblcd & tro: ubled 


wall began to clear: He was never a whit angry at the fover- 


ravings of s poor tempted flinncr; bu: nen zercicully & iorgave, & 
cam? (as it wellbecometh him ) w ith grace & new comfort to 2 
alioner , wio defzrved the contrary : And now he1s content 


| to kiſs my o ack mouth, to pur hi; hand in mine, & to feed 


me with 26 many coaſol lations as would feed ten hungry foul: ; 
Yet I dare nor ſay heis a waſter of comforts, for no lets wool 
have born ine up, one grain weigiit Icis would have caſten the 
ballance. Now, who; is like to thar rojall ring crowned 1 
Zion? where will I'gct a ſeat for royall Majeſty to fer kim on 3 
[flcould fer him as Fir above the heavens as thoaſand thouſands 
t heights deviſed by men & Angels, I would wp tim but 
00 low, I pray you for God's (ate, my dear Sijicr, help 
me to praiſe: His love hath ncicler btim nor batroms His 
lvet; like himfelF, it pail. thail naturail underitanding 5 1 gos 
tof; whom! ft with my arms, but 1 it is,2s ifachilde w ould tak :crhe 
globe of ſea & land inhis twos:o:t arms: Ble fled 8 & holy is 
hisnime. This muſt bz his ecarh I now ſafe: for \ for he would 
not laugh upon a lye, nor be witnef with hits com: fO:53toa 
nigh! ff OY I cntrezr for your prayers , & the prayers & 
b! $27 of apr ifoner of Chriſt i be upon you. Grace be with yours 


Aber, March. IL + Y 277 $2; b's') Orere E 6rd 
1637, Te{43, SR. 
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To ALEXANDER GORDON 
Of Knockgray. 


Dear Brothes. (119) 
JT Hare nor leifureto write to you : Chriſt's wayes werg 
A known toyou, long beforeI [whoam bur acki!de] kucy 
any thing of him. What wrong & violence the Prelats may 
by God's permiſſion docunto you for your trial, I know nor; 


but ris 1 know that your ten daycs tribulation will end : Con. 


tend tothe laſt breath for Chriſt. Barishment out of theſe 
Kingdomesis determined againſt me as [ hear; this land dow 
not Learme: Iprayyou, recommend my caſe & bonds to my 
brethren & ſiſters with you: 1 inrruſt more of my ſpiritual 
. comfort to you & them that way , my dear Evrober, then to 
many inthis Kingdom beſides. I hope, ye will not be wantin 

_ ro Chriles priſoner, Fear nothing , forl aſſure you, Alex- 
eanacr Gordon of Rpockgray shall win away & ger his foul fora 
prey: And what can hethen want that's. woth the having? 
Your friends are cold [asye write] & ſo are theſe in whom 
I truſted much: Our husband docth well in breaking our idols 
10 pieces: dry wells ſend us to the fountain. My lite 1s notdear 
ro me, ſobcing I may fulfil my courſe with joy. 1 f-ar you mult 
removeif your new hircling will not bear your diſcountenance 
ing of him; for the Prelar is afraid Chriſt ger yolt , & that he 
hath no will of Gracebe with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Towrs im his ſweet Lord 
C9 Maſter, S. R. 
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To JOHN FLEMING, 
Bailiſſe of Leith 


Worthy E9 deerly beloved mthe Lord. F 12.0] 
Race, mercy & peace be unito you: I recetyed your [et 
ker; Iwishl could ſarisfic yourdeftre in drawing uf and 
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ming for you 4 Chriſtian direory : Bur the ſearne@ 
hayedone it b=fore me more judiciouſly then I can; eſpecially 
tr Rodgers, Greenhame Q9 Perkans ; not withſtanding, I 
hall chew you what I would have been at my ſelf | howbeitTk 
Icamcalwayes short ofmy purpoſe,] 1. That hoursof the 
day leſs or more time, for the word & prayer, be giventa 
God , not ſparing the twelfth hour or midday , howbeir it 
chould then be the shorter time. 2, Inthe midſt of wordly 
employments, there weuld be ſomethoughts of 72, jud;jemenn, 
deat; EG eternity, with a word or two of ejaculatory prayer 

irleaſt } ro God, 3. Tobeware of wandering of heart in 
privat prayers. 4. Not to grudge howbeit ye come from pray- 
e wichout ſenſe or jov: Down-caſting, ſenſe of guiltineſs 
& hunger 1s often beſt forus. F. Thar the Lord?; day from 
morning to night be ſpent alwayes either in private or publike 
worship. 6G. That words be obſcrved, wandering and idle 
thoughts be avoided, ſudden anger & detire of revenge, even of 
ſuchas perſecurte the truth , be guarded againſt ; for we often 
mix our zeal wich our own wilde fire, 9. That known, diſco= 
vered & revealed i:'s that arc againſt theconſciencebe eghewed. 
z moſt dangerous preparative; to hardneſs of heart, 8, That 
indealing with men , taith & truth in covenants 6 traffiquing 
bercgarded , that we deal with all men in lincerity , that con- 
ſcience be made of1dle &lying word<,& that our carriage be ſuch 
45that they who ſee it, may ſpeak honourably of our ſweet 
Maſter a::-d profeſſion, 9. I have been much challeng< 
ed, 1. For not referring all to Gol as the laſt end : That 
[ doe not cat, drink , {lzep » journey , ſpeak andthink for 
God. 2. That I have not benefited by good company, & 
that left not ſome word of conviction even upon naturalland. 
wicked men, as by reproving [wearing inthem, or becauſeof 
being aſilent witneſs ro cher looſe carriage, & becauſe I in= 
tended not in all companies to doe good. 3. That the woes & 
calamitics of the Kirk'& particular profeſſors have not moved 
me. 4, Thatthe reading of the Lf: of David, Paxl & the 
like when it hambled me, I [coming ſo far 5hort of rheir holi« 
neſs | laboured not ro tmitare them afar off arlgaſt, according 
| P a va 
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to the meaſure of God?s = , 5. That unrepentecd finsof 
vouth were not looked to & lamented for. 6. That ſudden 
{tirrings of pride, luſt, revenge, love of honours were not 
reſilied & mourned for. 7, That my charity was cold, 8, Tha 
the experiences I had ofGod's hearing mein this & tac otherPar. 
ticular, being cathered yet 1n a new trouble I had alwayg 
[onceat leaſt] my faith ro ſcek, as if I werero begin art A, B,C, 
Again, - 9. ThatT have not more boldly contradicted theene. 
mites ſpeaking againſttherruth, either in publice church=mect« 
ings, or at tables, or ordinary - conference. 10. That in 
oreat troubles I have received falfe reports of Chriſt's love& 
misbelceved him in his chaſtning, whereas rhe event hath ſaid 
allwas in mercy. 11, Nothing more moycth me & weightcth 
my ſoul , then that I could never tor my hearr in my proſperity, 
ſo wreſtlein prayer with God, nor be ſo dead to the world, fv 
hungry & {ck of love for Chriſt , ſo heavenly minded, as 
whenten ſtone weight of a heavy croſs was upon me. 12, Thu 
the croſs extorted vows of new obedience wich eaſe hath bloy. 
en away as chaft before the wind. 13. That prafiice wa 
fo short & narrow, & light fo long & broad, 14. That 
death hath not been often meditated upon. 15. ThatIhave 
not been caretull of gaining others ro Chriſt, 16. Tuarmy 
Sracc & giits bring forth lirtle or no thankfulnefs. There arc 
{omethings ali> wacreby I have been helped : A3, 1, Ihavebe. 
wehited by ning alone a long journey , in giving thattimeto 
prayer. 2. Þy adfunence & giving daycs to God. 3. By 
praying ior others ; for by making anerrand to God for them; 
t have gotten {omeriing for my [ell 4. I have beenreally 
confirmed in many particulars that God heareth prayers, and 
therefore uſed ro pray for any thing of how little importance 
ſorver. 5. He enavied me to make no queition that this 
mocked way, which 1s nicknamed, 1s the onely way to heaven, 
Sr, theſe & many moe occurrences in your lite would be look- 
edunto: &, 1. Thoughtsof .cherſme would be watched 
over as Fore be aGeod inkeaven: Which will trouble 8: aſlault 
th bcft ar ſome times. 2. Growth in grace would be carcd for 
above all tings, & falling from out firit loye mourned for. 
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3. Conſcience made of praying tor theenemies who are blind 
ed. $7, Ithanx you molt kindly for your care ofmy brother 
& meal{o: Ihopeit is laid up for you and remembred in hea= 
yen. Iam full achamed with Chriis kindneH to ſuch a finner 
as lam: He hath left afirein my heart that hell cannot caſt 
watcr On tO quench or Extinguish it, Hop me to praiſe and 
pray for me; for ye have apriſ oner?s blefling &'prayers. Res 
member my loyeroyour wife. Grace be with you, | 


Abzrd. March, 15, Yours m2 Chriſt k- 
1367, ſus, S. R: 


To ROBERT GORDON 
| of Knokbrex. 


Ay very dear Brother. (121) 
Race, mercy & peace be unto you: I thought tohaye 
anſwered your rwo letters uponthis occation ; though T 
carnot ſay all rhat I would, Your timeous word | x6? #0dew 
Iyee 12 the croſs \ but inh:m who ſweetnet|, zt | came to mic In 
du-time: I findethe conſolations & of- fallings thar follow the 
croſs of Chriſt ſo {\weet , that I almoſt forget my ielf: my dem 
firc & purpoſe 15, when Chriſt's honey combs drop , ncither to 
refuſe to receive & feed upon his comforts, noryect to make 


jy, my baſtard=god, or my now found heaven: But whar 


hall I fay?Chriſt yery often in his ſweet comforts cometh un= 
ſent for, & it werea finto cloſe the door upon him : It is not 
unlawfull to love & delight in Chriſt's apples, when I am not - », 
dottingly wooing, nor eagerly begging kifles; bur when they 

comeclean from the timber | like kindneſs it {elf that cometh 
of it's own accord} then 1 cannot but laugh upon him, who 
lugheth upon me: If joy & comforts camelingle & alone, 


without Chriſt himſelf, I think I would ſend them back 
again the cate they came , and not make them wel. 


. Come; But when the King's train cometh, and the King: 


in the midſt of rhe company ,, © how am I overjoyed 
with floods of love ! IJ fear not that too great ſpcats , 
5508 ES FS - ; 
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of loye wash away the growing corn , & looſe my plants 


at the roots: Chriſt docth no (a;th where he comerh; bur 
ecrtainly I would wish ſuch ſpi-t:uali widdom as to lovethc bride. 
proom better then his vifcs » his proptacs , or drint:-money, 
I would be further 1n upon Chii:i rhen ar his joyes ; thy but 
Kand in the utter fide of Chriſt: I weuld wish to be was 3 
ſeal on his heart , 42 where his love & mercy lodgeth , bctde his 
heart, My welbcloved hath ravished me ; bur iris done with 
corſentof parties, & It is allowable enough: Eut my d:ar 
BrozLer, ere [part with this ſubje&t, I muſt rell you ,[thatye 
may lift up my King in praiſes with me} Chriſt hath been Keeping 
ſomerhing rhele fourreen years for me, that { have now gotten 
1n my beavy day's, that | am in for his name fake; even an open. 
ed coffer of p:1fumed comforrs 8 fresh joyes coming new , & 
ereen, & powerſuli fiom the faireſt, faireſt face of Chriſt my 
Lord. Let the ſowre law , let croſles, 1:r hell be cryed down; 
Love, love hathshamcd me from my old wayes, Whether! 
havearace torun or ſome work adoe, I ſcenot; bur l think, 
Chriſtſecmeth ro leave heaven | ro ſay ſo ] & his court, & come 
down tolaugh &play & ſport with a dafr bairn, I amnotthis 
plain with many I write ro: It is poſſible I be miſconſtrufted 
& deemed tofceka name ; bur my witneſs above knoweth, I 
ſeekto havea good nameraiſed upon Chriſt, I obſerveirtabe 
our folly, to ſcck little from Chriſt ; becauſe our four-koxrs may 
not be our ſupper: nor our propine ſent by the Bridegroom our 
tocher-good; nor ourearncſt our principal ſumme: Burl trow 
few of u; know how much may behad of Chriſt for a four- 
hours & a propine & earneſt : - We are likerhe young hr who 
knoweth not the whole bounds of his own Lordship. Certainly 
tis morethen my part to lay, O fwecreſt Loxd 1cſus, wi.at ho ben 
Twere ſplit E5 broker: in froe thouſaid sheards or bits of clay, ſobemy 
every heard ad 2 heart rolove thee , £5 every one as many tongues 
&s trere are ſtars im heaven to ſing praiſes to tice , before man 
ES angel fir evermore? Therefore 1f my ſufferings cry good- 
neſs, & praiſe, & honour upon Chriſt , my ſtipend 1s well 
payed. -Ezch one knoweth not whar a life Chriſt's love is: 
Scar Not at ſuffering for Chriſt, for Chriſt hath a _ &2 
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euhion & ſweet peace for a ſufferer: Chriſt's trencher from the 


| Gt meſs of the high-rable is fora ſinfull witneſs, O then 


Frotzer, who but Chriſt ! Who but Chrit> Hold your 


| tongue of lovers where he cometh out! O all lech, O duſt 8 


O 


hes, O Angels, O glorified ſpirits , Q all the Shields of 
the world , be filent before him , come hither & behold our 
Bridegroom , ſtand ſtill & wonder for cvermore at him ! Why 
ceaſe we to love & wonder, to kiſs & adorehim? Itisahard 
matter that dayes lie berwixt me & him & hold us aſunder, O 
bow long, how long! O how many milcs aretherero m 
Bridegroom's dwclling houſe! Itisapatato friſt Chriſt's love 
any longer: Burir may bea drunken man loſe his f:et & miſs 
a itep. Ye write to me, hail bizhs are ſlippery: Idoe not 
thin my dating world will {till lait , &rthar feaſts will be my 
ordinary food : I weatd have humility, pattence 8 faith, to ſer 
down both my feet when I come to the north=ide of the cold8s 
thorny hill, Itisill my common to be ſwier ro goean errand 
for Chriſt , & to take the wind upon my face for him. Lord , 
It me never be a falſe witneſs rodeny that I aw Chrilt take the 
pen in his hand & ſubſcribe my writes. Ay Dear Brotizer, 8 . 
complain to meyecannot hold ſight ofme; but were Ia foot- 
man [should goe ar leiſure, but ſometimes the King taketh me 
into his coach , & draweth me; & then I ontrun my ſelf; but 
alas I am ſtill a forlorn tranſgreſſour : O how unthankfull } 
I will not put you off your ſenſe of deadneſs ,/ bur letmefay 
this, who gave you Proctor-fee, to ſpeak for the law, that can 
ſpeak for it telf, better then ye can doe? I would not have you 
to bring your dittay ia your own boſom with youto Chriſt : 
Let the old man & the new man beſummoned before Chriſt's 
whitethrone, & let then be confronted before Chriſt, & ler 


| each one of them ſpeak for themſelves; I hope howbeit thenew 


man complain of hi; lying among the pots, which maketh the 
beleever look black; yer he can ay alſo, [ 41m comely as the tents 
of Kedar : Ye hall not have my advice not to b:moan your 
deadneſs ; but I finde by ſome experience | which ye knew b2- 
fore I knew Chriſt ] it ſuiteth nota ranſomed man of Chriſt's 
buying , to goc & plea for zhe ſowre law, ourold forecaſten 


P 4 


; | (232) 
husband ; for we are now nut under thelaw [| as a covenant 
bur under grace: Ye arc in no man's common but Chriſy,; 
I know he bemoaneth you more then ye doe your (cl! I tay this 
becauſe I am wearied of complaining. Ithought it had becnhy. 
mility to imag1inerthat Chriſt was angry with me, both becauk 
of my dumb jabbaths & my hard hearr, bur I feel now nothing 
but aking wounds: my gricf whetherT will or not ſwellerh ups 
onme: Burlct us dicin Grace's hal! - floor pleading befye 
Chriſt: I deny nothing thatthe Mediator will challenzeme 
of; but Iturnir all backupon himſc1': Let him look his own 
old counts ithe be avgry, tor he will gerno more 03 me: when 
Chriſt ſaith 7w.wze Reper2ance: I meet him with this, Tree 
Lord; o:it thou ort made a King & Praice to groe me Repentence 
AR. 5:31. When Chriſt bindeth achallenge uponus , we 
muſt bindea promiſe back vpon him ; Be woe-$ lay your (:{f 
in the duſt before God | which 1s ſuitable } bur wathall let 
Chriſt rake payment in kisown hand, & pay himſelf, off the 
firſt end ofhis own merits; elfe he will corhe bchinde for any 
thing wecandoe. I amevery way in your calc, as hard heart. 
ed & dead asany man ; but yerlI ſpeak to Chriſt throughm 
Nleep : Lerusthenproclaim a free marker for Chriſt & ſwear 
our {clves bare, & delire, & cry on him ro come without 
money & buy us , & take us home to our ranſom=payer's fire- 
fide, &lerus be Chriſt's free=boarders : becauſe we dow not 

pay the old, we may norrezuſe totaxe on Chriſt's new debt of 
mercy : Lerus doc our bett, Chriſt will ſtill be bekinde withus, 
& many rerms will run together: For my part let mc ſtand for 
eyermore in his book for a forlorn Dyvour : I muſt d:tire to 
be this far in his common of new, 'as to delfireto kiſs his feet : 
1know not how to win toa heartſom fill & feaſt of Chritlt's 
love; for Idow neither buy , nor beg, nor borrow : & ye 
I cannot wantir: Idow not wantit. OifI couldpraiſe him ! 
yeaI would reſt cortent with a hcart ſubmiſiive & dying of love 
for him ; & howbeit I won neyer perſonally in at heayer's 
gates ; O weuld to God I could ſendin my praiſes to my in- 
comparable welbeloyed,, or caſt my love-ſongs ofthat march- 
le Lord Jeſus overthe walls, thatthey might lighr in his. lap 
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before men & Angels! Now, grace, &race be with you. 


Nant - 
rift; | Remember my love to your wife & daughter & brother !oþz, 
FS Aberd. June.1r. Y 01275 412 (45 [weet Lord 
nny. < 6 . 
1638. PETE ZR k, R. 
Cauſe BE : ſ 
hino 
| Ups | 
*-| 7 ALEXANDER GORDON, 
FOR Of Earleſftorwn 
as f Earleftown, 
bo | : 
—"R Much honeared &5 worthy Str. (122) 
"Tre | 
220 Race, Mercy & peace be untoyou: I long to hear from 


you: I reccived few letters fince I came hither : I amin 
(if Þ necd ofa word: A dry plant would have iome watering: My 
le caſe betwixt Chriſt my Lord & me ſandeth berween love & 
he Þ jealouſie , faith & ſuſpicion of his love : It ts a marvel he 
keepcth houſe with me: I make many pleas with Chriſt, but 
rt. © hemaketh as many agreements with mc: I think his unchange- 
ny able love hath ſud, 7 acfic thie ro break, me 09 change mew: 
ar © 1fChriſt had ſuch changeable & new thoughts of my ſajvationas 
ut Thaveof 1t, I think I should then be ar a tad loſ; : He humour- 
2. | cth not a fool like me in my unbelief, bur rebuketh me & 
Ns fath&reth kindneſs upon me: Chriſt is rather like the poor 
f Þ friend & needy ptifoner [ begging love J thenTam ; I cannor 
5 Þ© for shame ger Chriſt ſaid Nay of my whole love ; for he will 
r not want his errand for the {; eeking : God be thanked my bride 
» | groom tireth not of wooing: Honour to him he 1s wiltull 
; luiter of my ſoul : But as love is his , pain is mine'that I haye 
nothing togive him: is count-book is full of my debrs of 
mercy , kindneſs & free love towards me: Oh that 1 might read 
with watery eyes! O that he would give me theintcreſt of 
latereſt to pay back! Or rather my ſoul's detire 15, that hewould 
comprize my perſon, ſoul & body, love, joy , confidence, 
fear, ſorrow &detire, & drive the Preyzd , & let me be roup- 
ed, & (old ro Chriſt, & raken home to my creditor's houſe 
& his fire-fide, The Lord knowath, if I gculd , 1 would (cit 
P 5 my 


234. | 
my ſelf wichout reverſion ro aq O ſweet Lord Teſys 
make a market , & ovcr=nidall my buyers ! I dare ſwear then 
is a Myſtery in Ch:ilt which neverſaw: A myltery of loye, 
O if he would lay by thelap of the covering that isoverit, & 
Jer my griening ſoul feett! TI would breakthe door & be in 
upon him, to getan wombfull of love; for Lam an hungered 
& 1amished foul, Oh Sr, 1fycor any other wouldtellhim, hoy 
fick my ſoults, dying for want ofa hearty draught of Chriſt's 
love. Oh if I could dorc [if I may make uſe of that wordin 
this caſe} as much upon himſelf as | doeupon his love: lrisa 
Pity that Chriſt hiſelf, should nor rather be my heact?s choice 
then Chrit's maniteited love: Ir would ſatisfie m2 in ſome 
mcalure, if [ hadany bud to give for his love; hall I offer him 
my praiſ2s? Alas he 1s more then praiſ:s! I giver over to gethim 
exalrcd according to his worth, which 1s above what can by 
known; yet all this time I am tEpting him to ſee if there be both 
love & anger tn him againſt me. Iam plucked from his flock 
{ deartome} & from feeding his lambs: 1 goe thereforein 
{acxcloth as one who hath loft the wife ofhis youth ; Grict & 
ſorrow are ſuſpicious $& ſ{puec out againſt him the ſmoke of jea- 
Joulies, & 1 ſay oiten, Skew me wherefore thow contendeſt with 
me? Tell we Lord, vead th proceſs agunſt me: but I knowl 
cannot anſwer his alleagance: I wiilloſz the cauſe when it com- 
eth ro open pleading. OhifI could force my heart to beleeve 
dreams to bedreams ! Yer when Chriſt giveth my fears the 


Ilye & ſaith ro me z2hex art alzar, thenT amglad. Irefolveto | 


hopeto be quict;&tolic on the brink upon my {ide, till the was 
ter fall & the foord beridable, & howbeit there be pain upon me 
in longing for deliverance, that I may ſpeak of him in thegreat 
congregation ; yt 1 think thore is joy 1nthat pata & onwait- 
ing: &TIevenreoycethat he putteth me off for a time & shift= 
ethme: Ohif I could waite on for all eternity, howbeit I 
should never get my ſoul's deſire , ſobeing he were glorified ! 1 
would wish my pain &my miniſtery could livelong toſervekim, 


for I know Iama clay veſſel & madefor hisuſe. O if my very | 
brok-n sheards could ſerve to glorific him ! I defire Chriſt's | 
graceto be willingly content, that my hell [excepting his a 

| xcd 


(235:) 
red & diſpleaſure , which I pur our of all play [forſubmiſſion ta, 
thisis not called for] were a preaching of his glory ro men and 
Angels for cver &ever! When all is done what can I adde to him? 
- : 

or what can fuch a clay-shadow as I doe? I know he ncedeth 
norme : Ihavecauſe to begrievedandto mec]r away in tears 

if Thad grace to doe it, Lordgrant itto meJroſce my wel 
bloved's fai: face ſpitted upon by dogs, to fee lowns pulling 
the crown off my royall King's head, to ſee my harlot-morhcr 
& my ſweet f.rther agree ſo 11], that they are going to Skail and 

iveup houſe : My Lord's palace 1s now anelt of unclean biras. 
Oh if harlot , harlor Scorland would rue upon her provoed 
Lord; & pity her good husband, who ts broiccn with her whor= 
15h heart ! Bur theſe thin TS Arc hid from her eyes. I have heard 
of late of your new trial &y the Les!:op of Galloway: Fear not 
clay & worm's meat : Let 7rerh & Cirift get no wrong in your 
hand: it is your gain , if Chriſt be glo:thed, & your glory ta 
be Chriſt's witneſs : I perſwade you, your ſufferings are Chriſt's 
advantage & victory ; for heis pleaſed ro reckon them ſo. Ler 
mehear from you: Chriſt is but winning a clean Kirk out of 
the fire: He will win this play : He will nor be in your common 
lorany charges yeareatin his ſervice: Helis not poortofitin 
yourdebt : He willrepay an hundred fold more, it may beeven 
1n this life. The prayers & bleſſing of Chriſt's puſoner be 
with you- 


Aberd. Your Brorcer mbys ſweet Lord, 
1637. leſus, Ss Aa 


To his Reverend & loving Brother. 
My JOHN NEVAY. 


Revircndl © Dear Brotter. {123) 
Race, mercy & peace be unto you: I received yours of 

E 4pride 11. As I did another of March 25. and a leares 

lor My Audrew Cant 1 am not 2 Jutle grieved that oug 


maphcre. 
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morher-church 15 running fo quickly tothe brotkel-houſe, þ 
thar we are nring lovers , & etving gift, rothe gr-2t moths 
of fornication: Alas rhar our hazbard is like to quitew 
Shoccly | It were my part { if I wereable] whenour husbandj 
departi117,t0 itir up myſcl{co take hold of him & keep himinthi 
I:nd; for I know him to bea fycer ſecond, & a lovely com. 
pa:210n toa poor priſoner : I inde my extremity hath Sharpnel 
theedgrot hizlove& Kindneſs, fo a5 heſcemethrodeviſe ney 
waycs 0: expreſiing the ſweetneſs of his love to my ſout: Sy. 
fering for Chriſt 1s TUCycry element wherein Chrif's loye liverh, 
& exerciſ-thir (15, in caiting oat flames of fire & ſparks of hex, 
to warm ſuch a frozcn heart as Thave: Andif Chriſt weeping 
inſackclocth beſo fot, I cannot finde any imaginable thought 
£0 think wht hewtill be, when we cla7-bodics [having put of 
mortality ] 5vall come vp tothe marriage-hall, & great Palace, 
8 bchoidtie King clothed in his robes royall, fitting on hig 
throne. I would defire no more for my heaven beneath the 
moon, whleI amfighing 11 this houſe of clay, but daily re. 
newed fzaſts of love with Chriſt, & liberty now & then to ſeed 
my hunzer with a kits of that faireſt face, that is likethe ſun 

- WV 

11 his ſtcergrh at noon-day* I would willingly ſubſcribe an am- 

le reſignarton to Chriſt of the fourtcen Prelacies ofthis land, & 


oi all the molt delightful pleaſures on earth , 8 forfeit my part | 


of this clay-God , "this earth which Adam's foolish children 
worsnp , to haye no other exerciſe bur to lie in a love-bed 
with Chrilt, & fill this hungred, & famished ſoul with kiſling, 
embracing & reall enjoying of the Son of God : And 1 
think then I might wiite to my friends. That 7 had ford the 
gol dex world , & look our & laugh at the poor bodics whoare 
ilying one another for feathers : For verily , BRrozker , fincel 
Eame to his priſon I have conceyed a new & extraordinary opt- 
Nion of Ch:iſt which I had'not before ; forT perceive we frilt 
all ourjoyes to Chriſt , till he & we bein our own houſe above, 
as maritcd parties; thinking that there is nothing of it hereto 
b: ſought or found , but:one'y hope & fairpromiſes : & that 
Chriſt will ive us nothins kere but tears, ſadnc{s, croſles: 
$: thar weghall never feel the ſmazll of the lowers of that high 
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of joy EVEN here: Iknow Chiifts kifs will cata more 1ELONg 
& rcf;esh full ſmell of tncomparabiz glory & joy in keaven; ruen 
they dozhere: Becault a drink ofthe well of lie up autihe wel”s 
head, 1s more ſweet & fresh by far , then rhat wihica wegetin 
our borrowed , old , running-out vellols & our wooden dishes 
here ; yet Iam now per{ſwadcd 1t 13 our tolly to fiſt all , ll 
theterm day ; ſceing abundance of carncit, wiil not dimini;h 
any thing of our principal ſumme: We dream of kunger int 
Chriſt's houſe while we arc here, althous!1 he allowerh teaſts 
upon all rhe bairns within God's houshold : Ir were good 
then to ſtore cur ſelves with moe borrowed kifles of Chriſt , & 
with moe borrowed viſites till weenter Heirs roour new inhe- 
rtance, & cur Tutour put us 1n poſl:flion of our 072, when 
weare paſt minority. Oh tharall the yourg neirs would tcek 
more & a greater & a nearer communion wita my Lerd-tatoxy , 
the pricac heir of all, Chre#! I wish for my part I could {cnd 
you & that gentleman, who wrote his comm epdations to me, 18 
totie Kings innermoſt cellar & houſe of wine, to beflled with 
love: A drink of thi; loveis worth the having indeed: We 
carry our {e!ycs but roo too ricely with CiriitourLord, & our 
Lord loveth not nicencfs & dronch & uncoutnncds infricnd) 
fince nced force we muſt be in Chriſt's common , tics 


. 
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neceſſity either of fainting Þ which I hope my maſter of whom 
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boaſt all the day sLall avert] or then to Jay wy tart upon om - 
. . : ;- y » By vs ? i; Bog _ = . d - 
nipotency, E ro wink & fticx by my Ernp: Andlhope my 


8p shall rid- it out, freing Chriſt is willing to blow his {ect 


rlethalt: It will be firangeifa belceving p-Ecnger be caften 


over beard, As for your Maſter, 3 Lord & my Lady 1 will 
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(238.) 
beloath to forget them: I think my prayers [fach as they are} 
are dued:brro b1m,& I shill be far morecn 7aged to his Lo:if he 
be faſt for Chriit{as Ihope he will):owwhen ſo many of his cor 
& quality flip from Ch: 1it*s back & leave him to fend for himſelf 
1 cfitceat you rememoer my love ro that wo thy Gentleman 
A. C. who falated mein your letter: TI have heard rhat heis 
oac of my Maſter*s friends , forthe which cauſe I am tied tg 
him: 1 wihhem:y morc & more fall in love with Chriſt, 
Now fo: your queſtion as far as [ rawly conceiv:: I think God 
Is praiſed two wayes: Fzrft, by a coxcronal prof ſlion of his high- 
ncſs before men , ſuch as !5 the very heating of the word, &re- 
cclving of <ither of the Sacraments, 1a v- hich acts by profeſs 
fion, wegivc out tomen, rhar he is our God , with whomwe 
arein covcnant, & our Lawglyer : Thus cating & drinking in 
the Lord*s ſupper, is an annunciation & profeflion before men, 
that Chriſtts our flain Redeemer: Here becauſe God fpeaketh 
tous, not wetohim, itis nota formal thanksgtving ; butan 
annunciation, or predication of Chriſt's d:ath, cozceo.:4/}, not 
ederatrve ; neither hath it God for the immudiar objet, and 
therefore no kneeling can be here. Secondly, there is another 
praiting of God, formal, when weare either formally bleſſing 
Go1, or ſp:aking his praifes: And this I take to be twofold: 
I. When we directly 8& formally direC praiſes and thanks- 
giving to God: This may well be done knecling in token 
of our TeCOgnIzance of his highneſs; yet not ſo, bur ir may 
be ſtanding or firting , eſpectally ſecing joyfull clovation 
Þ which Shoud be in praiſing ] 1; not formally lignified by kneel- 
139. 2. When we ſpeak good of God , & declare hi: glorious 
nature & attributes, extolling him before men, to excite mento 
conceive hignlvothim : The former I hold to be worship every 
way lmmeclat, elſe I know not any immediat worship at all: uz 
latter hathGod for rhe ſubje&t,nor properly the object, ſectng the 
predication 1s direfted to menimmediarly , rather then to God; 
tor here weſpeak of God by way of praifing , rather then to 
God: Andfor my ownpart, as Iam forthepreſent minded, 
T {ce not how this can be doe kneeling ſeeing it is predicarte Des 
4] Chr:fts, mon land atio aut benedidlio Des ; Bur obſcrye that it 
IO 


for his plowing: What can hedoe, bat melt an olddroflic: 
Jkuk, chathe may bring our a ncw bride auy af the fireagain ? 


(139) | - 
i forma prailing of God & nor meerly concional , as I diſtin 
wiched in the firſt member:for inthe firſt mem ber any ſpeaking 
"God or of his works of creation, providence & redemprion, 1s 
;direct &concional praifing of him,8 formally preaciiny or an 
;& oftcaching,not an a& of predication ot his praiſes; ſortherens 
\difference betwixt the {imple relation of the vertues ofa thing, 
which 1s formally reaching » & the cxtolling of the worth 0:4 
thing by way of commendation,to cauſe others to praiſe with us. 
- 9 
Thus recommending youto God'sgrace, Irctt, 


Aberd. June. 15. Y ours 112 þ15 ſweet Lord 
1637. leſ:t5s. S. R. 


To Ar [- | | 5 


Deay Prother. (x 24.) 


Race, mercy & peacebeunto you: upon the report I heay 
of youſwithout any further acquaintance except our trait= 
« boads1n our Lord Jeſus]I thought good to writeunto you , 


I tcaring of _ danger to be thruſt our ofthe Lord's houſe for 
I lizname ſake: Therefore my earneſt & humble defire to God 


5, that ye may be ſtrengthnedin thegraceof God, & by the 


power of his might ro goeon for Chriſt, not ſtanding inaw of 


worm that shall die. I hope ye will not put your hand ro the 


| ak ro give It 2 Wrong z07c;) & to overturn it , as many now 


doe, when the archers are Shooting ſore ar Joſ:ph , whoſe 
bowe shall abide in1t's ſtrength : We ow to our royall King & 


Jſrincely Maſter ateſtimony. O how blcf[edare they who can 
J vadea blow off Chriſt & his born-down zxxuth ! Menthink 
JI Chaſt 4 gore man now , & that hegball never ger up his head 


wain ; And they belceve his court is failed , becauſe he ſuf 


F ffrcth men to break their ſpears & ſwords upon him , and the 


memes to plow Sion, & make long & decy their furrows on 


ter back; But it would not be ſo, if the.Lord had not a ſowing 


I think 


eid vellcls with 


ſecond temple: 
the work hall = C 
sh2!l be builde 
more to doe _ I : 
Ly them by : & I think ze veg 

ce of 1, 4s te 737:le shall be won them : 
keep wg! t whe n [am pait the fire : 
meafre give Chriit a teſtimonial of a! 
nion under fuſftring for him. 
his beaury ro my eyc's fight eroweth: a fio , a firaw Gries 
olory & 1 tor childish « hadows : 
clay [his God, che world that fools fight for, IE Thad alcafe 
of Carilt of my own dating [ for whoever once co: neth nigh 
band & taketha hearty look of Chrilt” $ inner fide, hall never 
wring nor wreſtle th-mſelves out ofhis love-grips again]lwou [d 
reſt contented in my priſon ; yeain a priſon w ithout light of ſun 
or candic, providing Chriſt & 
of Chriſthis own maxing ; 
the liltcs , ri] tne caay break & the «hadows fle: iway. Who 
knowetl: h 7 fwyert a diink of Chriit's lovers ? 
en Chrit s loveis a King's lite ! 


VOor 1aS olaiſterc 


ero(c, his black: croſ;, 1; white 
b:antifull luitre 
Er. they , (car nor 


to her — 4 leſess : 


vice& ſaving of ſouls : 
MEAS my Shallow & ebbe 


(240,) 


E think Chriſt is yo now reparing 7 his houſe, & exchanging his 
w veſlcls, & tis coming through this Tand 

aud ral:ing g up an tnyenture&aroll of f {on many of Lew? s {ons & 
000d Prof flors, that he may make them new work for the 
And whatſoever shall be found, not to be for 
en over the wall 
» he shall lay by ht: hammers az having ng 


When the houſe 


It 15 pt —_ = doe worleto them | then 


— Lord £5 the Vena 
eiire nomore butt to 
- , can now 10 ſome weak 

vely & loving 5 comme 
I ſaw him before bur afaroff; 


Theidol of 


: I had alove=Hcd , not of nine but 
that We might lie rogether among 


alt o ye haye 


c Q& Fir? 


O bur tolive 


The worſt things of © Chritt 
hich Cemerh to be the refuſe of Chriit, hi;hard 
8 the crof5 reccaverha 
& a perfumed [mel] from Jeſus, Ay dear 
> timeto {tind upon rhe 
watch tower & to fp: _ contend with this land, p: :cad with 
our hxlor-motiher , who hath been a treacherous hat marrow 
Forl would think liberty to preac' one 
& top of my deſires, & would ſeek no moreof 


RO bleffings thar arc to be-had on rhis fide of time, tilI be over 
d] 


the water ; bur to ſpend this my crazed clay-houſe 1n his ſer- 


Bur I hold my pvacc becauſe he hath 


thoughts are nor the compak 
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urender ir back again to the Lord .of the vincyard 3" 


(24r.) | 
Chriſt faileth by : 1 leave his wayes 'to himfelf for they are 


fir, far above me; Onely I would contend with Chriſt for 


tis love and be bold tro make a plea with Jeſus my Lord 


fr a heart-fill of his love; for there is no more left to' 


» What ſtandeth beyond the far end of my ſuſterings "\Þ 


ind what shall be the event he knoweth, and I hope to my 
joy chall make me know, when Gad £hall unfald his decrees 


concerning me z for -there are windings and too's and fro's* 


in his wayes which blinde botlizs lize us cannot fee. This: 


much- for fuirher acquaintance: So recommending you & 


vhat is before you to the grace of God, I reſt, 


Aberd. June 16. Your very loving Erotler in his ſweef 
1637. : Lord leſus, 3. Ih 


To Mr WILLIAM 
DALGLEISH, 


Revyind C5 welbeloved Drit'. cre (125) 


Race, mercy & peace be unto you: Ihaveheard ſome=' 
what of yourtrials in Galloway : I bleſs the Lord wha 


\ 


hath begun firſt in that corner to make youa new Kirkrto him- ' 
ſelf; Chriſt hath the lefs adoe bchinde, when he hath refined * 


Chriſh; My witneſs is above, My deareſt Brother , that ye 


you, Let me entreat you, 97 dearly beloved, ro befaſtra ' 


have added much joy to me in my bonds , when TI hear thar : 


yegrow in the grace and zeal of God for your Maſter. Our” 
minſtery wherher b preaching OT ſuffering , will caſta ſmell 
tarough the world both of Feaven & hell, 2 Cor. 2: 15,16. I. 


prfwade you; xy dear Brother , there 1s nothing our of heae : 


ven, next to Chrift , dearer to me then my miniſtery , & 


the worth ofit in my eſtimation is ſwelled & paineth me exceed- 


nely; yet I am content for the honour of my Lord, £9 


Jes 


CY ', 


| 
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(242.) 

tet him doe with me & it both whar he thinketh geod : I think 
my ſelf roo little for him: & let m2 ſpeak royou, how kinge2 
fellow priſoner is Chriſt to me! Belceve me, this kindeof 
croſs [that would not goe by my door , but would needs vilite 
me, ] is ſtill the longer the more welcometo me: It's true my 
filent {abbarths have been & are till as glaſſy yce, whereon my 
faith canſcarceholdit*s fect, & I am ® Af blowen on my back, 
and off my feet, with a ſtorm of doubting ; yet truly m 

bonds all this time caſt a mighty and ranck (mcll of kioh 
and deep loye in Chriſt : I cannor indeed fee through m 

croſs to the far end; Yer I beleeve I am in Chrift's books, 
& in his decree [not yet unfolded to me} a man triumphing, 
dancing & ſinging over on the ork: fide of the red ſea, 8: lang 
ing & praiting*the lamb oyer _— time, ſorrow, depriyt 


' tion, prelat's indignation , loſſes , want of friends & death: 


Heavenis nota foul flying in the air(as men uſero ſpeak ofthings 
that arcuncertain) nay iris well paid for , Chrii's comprizement 
li-th on Glory , forall the mourners in Zion , & shail never be 
loofed : Let us be glad & rejoyce that we have blood , loſſes, 
& wounds to show our Maſter & Captain at his appearance, and 
what we ſuffered for his cauſe, Woe is me, 22y dear Brother, 
that I fay often I am bur dry bones , which my Lord wilinor 
bring our of the grave again, & that my faithlel; fears fay, 
Oh 1 am adryrreethat can bear no frum , I am an uſclc(s body vis 
6.212 beger 0 chuldren torhe Lord tm his houſe, Hepes of delive- 
rancelook cold & uncertain & afar off, as if I had done withit: 
it is much for Chriſt [if I may ſay ſoJto get L awborrow of wy 
forrow, & of my quarrelous heat: Clyiſt's love playeth nie 
fairplay , Iamncrt wronged at all; bur thercis atiicking and 
falſeheart within me, thar ſtill playcth Chriſt foul play : I am 
a cumberſom neighbcurto Chrilt : It is a wonder that hedwel- 

lerh betide the like of me ; yer I often oct the advantage of the 

hillaboye my remprations, &rhen Idefpiſerherempration,cyen 
hell it ſelf & the tink of it, & the inſtruments of it, and am 

proud of my honourable Maſtex; And I reſolve whether 

contrary winds will or not to fetch Chriſt's harbour : & I think 
awillfull & ſtiff contention with my Lord Jeſus for his love 
very 
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Tb -  (243.) : 
yery lawfall: it's ſometimcs hard ro me to win my meatupowr 
Cluit's love, becaule my faith is ſick, & my hope withererh , 
& my eyes waxdim , & unkinde & comfort-eclipling clouds 
oo: over the fair , & bright , & light Snn= Jeſus: And then 
when I & my temptation rryſte the matter together, we ſpillall 
trough unbelief : Sweet, {weer for evermore would my life 
be, it I could keep faith in exerciſe: Burt I ſee my firecannor 
alwayes caſt light. 1 havecver poor mars bard world, when he 
octh away : But ſurely lince my entry hither , many atim@ 
an my fair ſun shined without a cloud: Hor & burning hath 
Chiift's love been to nic: I haveno ventrto the expreſiion of it ; 
Imuſt be content with ſtola & ſmothered detires of Chriſt's 
glory: O how far is his lovcbehindethe hand with me.! Iam 
juſt ike a man , who hath nothing topay his thouſands of debt : 
All that can be gotten of him 15 to ſ$iteupoa his perſon: Except 
Chriſt would ſeiſe upon my {clf, & make the readieft paymens 
that cart beof my heart & Joyetohimfzlf, I haveno other thing 
togivehim: If my ſufferings could doebeholders good , & 
edihe his Kirk, & proclaim the incomparable worth of Chriſt's 
lvetotheworld, O thea how would my foulb? overjoyed 5 
& my ſad heart eheered and calmed! Dear Brochcr, I cannot 
tell what is become of my labours among that prople: If all that 
my Lord builded by mebe caſten down, & the bottom fallen out. 
ofthe prof-ſſion ofthar parish,& none tand by Chriſt, who/t love. 
Jonce preached , asclearly & plainly as I could [thouzhfar 

below 1t's worth & excellency ] ro thar people; 1 19, how can 

Ibearit> &1Ef another make a foul harveſt where I haye made 

2painfull & honeſt {owing , it will not ſoon digett with me; 

but 1 know his wayes paſs nading out : Yet my witneſs both 
vithia mz & above me knoweth , & my paincd breaft upon the 

Lord's day atnight, my detirero have had Chiift awfull & as 

miable & {wect to that peopl=, is now my joy : & it was my* 

&lire & aimeto make Chriſt & tliem one : If i ſoe nv hopes die 

a the bud ere they bloom a lictle, & com? to no fruit I die 

with orief,O my God ſeex not an account o:r1e violence done 


ome by my brethren ; whoſe falyarion I love & detire: I yay 
that they & [ b2 agt heard as contrary parties inthe day of our 
| Q. 3 cos 


| 
| 
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(244) 


' Eompearance before our judge, inthar proceſs led by them z: 


gainlt my miniſtery, which 1 received from Chriſt $; 1 know 4 
Itleinch,& lefs then the thirdpatrr of rhis ſpan-length & hand. 
breadth of time which 1s poſting away will put me withour 
the ſtroke & above thereach of either brerhren-or foes :; Andir 
is a Short=laſting injurie done ro me& to my pains in thatpar 
of my Lord's vincyard: O how {illy an advantage is my de 
privation to men, ſeeing my Lord Jeſus hath many wayes tg 
recovcr hi: own leoflles, & is ircefiſtible to compals his own glow 
rious ends, that his lilie may grow amongti thorns, & his jittle 
Kingdom cxaltit ſe}f, even under the [words & ſpears of con= 
trary powers! But, 22y dear Brother , goc onin the ſtrength 
of kits rich Trace whom ye ferve: Stand taſt for Chriſt; Pe- 
liver the Goſpel off your hand, & your minſtery toyour 
Maſter with aclean & undefled conſcience: Looſe not apin 
of Chiiſt's tabernacle; Doenot ſo much as picke with your 
raile at one board or border oftheark: Bave no part or deal. 
19g upon _any terms , inahoof, in a cloſed window, or in a 
bowing ofyour knce, in caſting down of the tempie: But bea 
mourning & ſpeaking witncis again them who now ruine 
Zion, Our Miſter will be on us all ina clap ere ever we wit: 
Thatday will diſcover all our white's &-our black*s Concerning: 
this controyerhie of poor oppreſſediZion; Let us make our part 
of it good, that it may bceable ro abiderhe fire when hay and 
{tuble shall be burnt to ashes: * Nothing , nothing | | ſay 
nothing | but ſound ſanCtification can abide the Lerd*s fan : I 
ſtand ro my teſtimony thar I preached often of Scerland : Lin 
aneriaton, mourning 05 woe abideth tive O Scotland : O Sut- 
land , tix fearfull quarrill ef a brekers Couomnart ſtar deth good with 
ty Lord. Now, remember my love toall ftitends, &toall 
my parishoners as if 1 named each one of them particular- 
ly : I recommend you & God's people committed by 
Chriſt to your truſt , to the rich grace of our alſufficient 
Lord, Remember my bonds ; Praiſe my Lord who bcar= 
cth me vp in my ſufferings: 'As ye findeoccafion | accor- 
cording to the wiſiom given you ] skew our acquaintance what 
the Lord hath done touny ſou] ; This L ſeek not verily to nugt 


my 


- 


———(245.): | 
wy own praiſe , bur that my ſweeteſt & deareſt Maſter may be 
4 ry . » _ - 4 
mgutiied in wy tattcrings I reſt, 


Sr 


Q 3 & 


nde Aberd. June 17, Y orzr brother im þes {meet Lord 
Nour 1637. leſe28., S.: 
nd it G- FRED — 
part | 
% | 7 MARION MCKNAUGHT. 
low ' Demly beloved m our Lord 1:f22s Cit, (126) 
ttle FARCE, MEICY 6G: prace betoyou ; Few know the heart of 
Ne $ a ſtranger & pritoocr, I am is the hand; of mine enumtes: 
gth ] would hoacit & lawfall mcans were ctiaved for bringing me 
De- home tomy CUarge,now wien Ay 4. R, & Air H. R, arc Trc- 
ou ſtored, It concerneth you of Gatiovay mot to ul: ſupplicas 
pin tions and addrelles for this purpoſc,and try itoy tair means TI can 
our be broug'it back again : Asfor lioerty witncur [ be reſtcred to 
al. my iock > it is liztle to me, for my filence ts my orcarelt P11 - 
1 2 ſoo: However it b}, I wait for the Lord, I hope notto rot in 
ca my ſufferings : Lord givemeſubmiſfſion to wait on . ry heart 
ne F -is{2d that may dayes flee away & I dos no ferviceto my Lord in 
It: kishouſe > now when his harveſt and the ſouls of periching 
4 people require 1t;>ur hits ways are not [tze my wayes, neither can 
art Linde him onui. O that he would shinc upon my darkneſs, and” 
nd bring forth my morning light from under the thick cloud that 
ay men have ſpread over me i O that the Almighty would lay my 
[ cauſe 1n a ballance and weigh m2, if my ſoul was not taken up, 
= ÞF vhenothers were ſleeping, how to have Chri!t betrothed with 
is aBridein that parr of the land ! but tharday that my mouth 
1 was moſt unjuſity and cruelly cloſed , the blaom f-i] off my 
ul branches, and my joy G14 caſt the lower; Howbeirt [ have been | 
F- calting my ſelf underChriſt's fect, and wreſtling ro beleeveunder — 
Yy a hidden and covered Lord; yet my fainting cometh before Ts—o =! 
It cat, and my faith hath bowed with the fore caſt and under 
* | this almoſtinſupportable weight: O that it break not! I 
[= dare not fay thatthe Lord hari put out my canile, and hath 
a {| caſten water upon my poor coal, and broken rhe ſtakes of 
T F wÞy tabernacle; Bur I haye taſted birrerneſs and eaten gall 
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& wormwood fineethat day , my Maſter laid bonds upen me 
to ſpcak no more: TI fſpeak not this becaute the Lordis un, 
couta to me , bur becauſe beholders that ſtand on dry land ſee 
not my ſea=torm : The witneſſes of my croſs are but ſtrangers 
to my fad dayes & nights, Oraat Chritt would Ict me aloge 
& ſpcarx lovero me & come hometo me & bring ſuinmer with 
him! O thar [ might preach his beauty & glory as oncel did, 
before my clay-tent beremaved todarknels, & that I might 
liftChiiſt off the ground & my branches might be watered with 
the dew of God, & my joy in his work might grow green a« 
gain & bud & ſend out a flower ! But am but ashorr tightel 
creature & my candle caſteth not liphrafar off: He knowethall 
that is done tome, how that whea I had but one joy & no 
nore, & one green flower that I eſteemed to be my garland, he 
came in one hour &dricd up my flower attie root, & rookaway 
mine onely eye, & mine oncly one crown & garland: Whar 
canIfay > Surely my guiltinefs hath been remembered before 
him, & he was ſeeking rotake down my fails & to landrhe 
flawer of my delights, and to letitlie on the coaſt like an old 
broken $ship thar is no more for the ſea; Bur I praiſe him for this 
wailed Broke I welcome this furnace, God's wiſdom made 
Choice of it for me, &it muſt be beſt becauſe it was his choice, 
O that I may wait for kim ill the mornznag of this benighted 
Kirk break our! This poor afflicted Kirk had a fair morning;bur 
her night camcupon her before her noon-day , & she waz like 
traveller forced to take houſe in the morning of his jogrney: 
& now her adyerfaries are the chief men intheland, her wayes 
moyrn, her gates languish , her children figh for bred, and 
there 15none to be inſtant with the Lord, that he wouW come 
again top his houſe & dry theface of his weeping ſpouſe & com+ 
ort Z:ca's mourners, whoare waiting for him: Iknow, he 
Shall make coin to grow upon the top of his withered mount 
Zioz again. Remember my bonds & forget me not : Ohthat 
my Lord would br1og me agata2 amongſt you with abundance 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt ! Bur O that I may ſer down my de- - 
fires where my Lord biddeth me! Remember my lovein the 
Lord to your husband , God make him faithfull ro Chriſt, & 
my: 


(247) | 
ar bling to your three children, Faint not in prayer for this 
Kick: Delire my peoplenor to r-:ceve aſtianger & intruder 


yon my mint{iery ; It meſtand in that righr & ſtation that my 
Lord Jeſus gave me. Grace, grace be w ith you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours his ſweet Lord 
and Maſier, S. Re 


To JOHN GORDON. 


At Rico, 


Deavr Brotaxr. (127) 


Earneftly delirero know the cate of your ſoul , & to under. 

{tand that ye have made ſure work of heaven & falyacion, 
1, Remember , Salvation1s one of Chri:i's dainties he giverh 
butto a few. 2. Thar itis violent ſweating & ſtriving that 
taketh heaven, 3. That it coſt Chrilt blood to purchaſe that 
houſe to finners & to fer mankinde down , the King's free 'ten- 
ants & free=holders, 4. That many maxe a ſtart toward 
heayen who fall ontheir back & winnot upro thetopofthe 
mount , ir plucketh heart & legs from them , & rhey fit down 
& oiveit over , becaulc the devil ſerteth a ſweet ſmelled Rower 
rotheirnoſe | this fair busked World ] wherewith they arebee 
witched 8& fo torget or refuſe to goe forward. 5. Remember, 


' many goe far on & reform many thinos & can finde tears as 
y y S 


Eſau did , & ſuffer hunger for the truthas 1#d45did, & wish 
&defire the end of the righteous as Balaamaid , & profels fair 
& fight for theLordas Sazldid, & dcefire theſaints of God to 
pray for them.as Pharaoh & Szmon Magus did, & prophetic 8& 
peak of Chriſt as Cazaphas did , walk foitly & mourn for fear 
of judgement as Ahab did , & put away grols (ins & idolatry as 
Jehzz did , & hear the word of God gladly & reform their life in 
many things according to the word as Herod did, & ſay, Maſ- 
fer, to Chriſt, 7 will follow thee whither ſoever tow goeſt, as the man 
who offcred.to be Chriſt's ſervant , Marh.$, & may taſte ofthe 


Q.4 vertucs- 


—— 
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'yertues of the life to come : Nh vg lM ofthe wonderfull cif 
ofrhcholy {pi-it & raſteofthe good word ofGod,as the.4poilayy 
who fin aganſt the Holy C Ghott, Eb 6.& yetall theſeare but like 
goldin clink &colour & watcred braſs & baſe mertall. Theſe are 
wtitten that weshould t; y our ſelves & not reſt till we beaſte 
nearer Chriſt then fun- burr t& withering o prof: flors can come, 
6. Canfider, 1t 1s Lmpoſiioic that your > idol-ting & Ye, can 
Joc ro heaven together , & tin ar they who will not Pait with 
theſe canindecd love Chriſt ar th om: but onely 11 word 
& chew: which will not doc rhe bufinsſs. 7. Remember hoy 
ſwiftly God's poit, ze, fiicth away, har your forcenoon 
1s already [pent, your a afternouon will come & t! Den Fo ev. 
119 & at laſt nioke, Warnye cinnot (ce to wort: It your 
keart be ſet upon finis1ng of your journcy , & fit miming & 
laying your accounts with your Lord, O how dl: {{:d 5hall 


+ bz, to have a _ welcome of your Lord at night! 


How bleffed arcthey whom rtimertake fare courſe with theis 
ſoul! Bleſs his great name for what ye poſlcſsin goods & 
chiidren, caſe & world! ly contentment, that he hath Clven 
you; &ſeck to be like Chiitt in humility & jowlines of 
:minde, & be not orear & intirewith the world : makeit not 
your God nor your r lover that yertruſt into ; forir will deceive 
you: . [recommend Chriit & his lovetoyou in allthivgs, let 
-him have the lower of your heart & your love, f.t a low Price 
upon all ching* bur Chriſt, & cry down 1a your thonghrs clay 
& dirt thar will not co 2mfort you , When ye get ſurmondeca 
remove, & compear beiore your Judge , tO an{wer for all the 
deeds donein the body, The Lord g1ve you wifdom in alt 
things: I bcfecch you fancrific God in your ſp aking, for holy 
and Teverend is hisname: & be temperate & ſober, compan - 
onry [as1tis called ] 15 afinthat holdeth men out of heaven, 
I will not beleeve that ye vill reccive the miniſtry ofafl ftranger, 
who will preacha. new & uncouth docrine to you : Ler my 
ſalvation Rand for it, ifIdclivercd not the epiatn 8: whole coun- 
Tel of God ro you in his word, Read this letter ro your v ie, 
& remember my lovyero her, & requeſt her to take heed to doe 
-what I wiiteto you; Ipray for you & yours: Remcmberme 
| in 


2.40. 


oi | inyour prayers to our Lord, that he would be pleaſed to ſend 


SH 
t like 
ſeare 
a ſtep 


OMe, 


Can 
With 
YOrd 
how 


meamonglt you again, Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637» Your la: fell £5 loving 
Paſtor \ SR 


— 


_— 


To Mr HUGH HENDERSON. 


Reverend and dear Brothev. (1:8) 


Ho knowerh but the wind may turn 1n tothe Weſt again 

upon Chritit & his defolate.bride in this land ? And that 
Chriſt way get his ſummer by courſe again; for he hath hadull 
weather this longtime, & could not finde Jaw or juſtice for 
hinſelf& his truth theſe many years. Iam ſure, the wheels of 


this crazed & broken Kirk run all upon no crher axel-rree, nor 


is thercany other to roll th:m, & cogge them, & drivethem, 
but rhe wiſdom & good pleaſure of our Lord : Andit were a 
juſt trick & glorious, of never-ſiceping providence , tobring 
our brethrens darts rhey have shot at us , back upon thur own 
heads: Suppoſe they have two ſtrings in their bow, & can take 
one as another ſaileth them, ver there are moe rken three 
ſtrings upon our Lora's bowe ; ard bctides he cannct mils 
the white that he shooteth at, I know, heshuficth up & down 
in his hand the great body of heaven & earth, & that Kirk & 
Commonwealth are in his hand , like a ſtock of Cards, & that 
he dealeth rhe play to the mourners in Zjoz ard theie that ſay., 


be down , tht we may gee on:er ger, athis own ſoveraign plea- 


fure: And I am ſure, 2152's 2dverſaiics in this pay Shall nor 
takeuprhetr own ſtakes again, O how ſweet athi r@ it is to tiuſt 
in him! When Chriſt hath Necpcd out Þis Necp [| 1f1 may (peak 
Toof him whois the watch-man of {fracithat neuchet fumbererh 
nor fleeperh] and his own arc tricd, he will ariſe as a ſtrong mani 
after wine, and make hare his holy aim,and put on VENQ.C2NCE 
a acloak,and deal VENgcance thick & deuble am one it thehat- 
es ofZjcz, Ir may be we ſec him ſow and ſer down malcdic- 


Qs _—_ 


250. 
Zions &yengeances as thick £ = of rain or hail upon his ene. 
mics : For our Lord owerh them a black day & he uſeth duely ty 
pay his de>rs-neither his friends& followers,nor his foes adyer. 
faries shall haveit to ſay, that heiz not faithfull & exact in keep. 
ing his word, I know no bar in God's way but Scerlans?*s gui. 
tineſs, & he can com2over that impediment & break thar bar 
alſo, & then lay to guilty Scotland as he ſatd EJek 3s. Net far 


our ſahes » &c, On-wiiting had ever yet a vlcitediſluz, & | 
to.keep the word of Gad*s patience keepeth ill rhe ſaints dry in | 


the water, cold 1n tne fire, & breathing & blood-hotin the 


rave, Whar are prifons of tron walls & gates of braſ5to 


Chriſt? Not ſo good as feal dikes, fortifications of ſtraw, or old | 


cortering walls; Ithegive the word, then rhe chains will all 
off the arms & legs of tis priſoners. God be thanked thar our 
Lord Jeſus hath the rurouring of King and Courr and Nobles, 
and that he canidryrhe gutters and the mires in $02, and lay 
cauſeys tothe Temple with the carcafes of baſtard Lord-Prelats 
& idol-shepherds: The corn on the houſe-rops got never the hus- 


band-man's prayers, & ſo1; ſ:en on it, for it filleth nor the hand | 


of mowers.Chrift & truth & innocency worketh even under the 
earth, & verily there 1s hope for therighteous: Weſee not what 


concluſions paſs in heaven anent all the affaris of God's houſe; | 
weneed not glve hire to God totake vengeance of his enemies; | 
for Juſtice worketh without hire, O that the ſeed of hope 
would growagain and come to maturity ! . And that wecould } 
jmportune Chriſt & double our knocks at his gate, 8 caſtour | 
crics & shouts over the wall, that he might come out & make 
our Jerſalem the praiſe of the whole earth , & give us Salva- 
tion for walls & bulwarks ! If Chriſt bud & grow greenand | 
oainin Scorlard . & his father ſend himtwa | 


bloom & bear ſeed ag 


ſummers again in one ycar, & bleſs hiscrop; O what cauſe | 
have wetorejoyce inthe fice (alyation of our Lord & to ſer up | 
pur banners inthenameof our God | O that he would haſten } 
the confuſion of the leprous ſtrumper, the morher & miſtrels | 
pf abominations in the earth ; & rake graven images out of 
_ the way, & come 1n with the Jews in troops, & agree _ | 


old 
oy 


(252) . 
1d ourcaft & forſaken wife, & take thcmin again to his bed of 
bye! Grace be with you, 
Aberd. Toms #22 OKr Maſter and 
1637. | Lord, S.R. 


— 
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To the Lady LARGIRIE. 


MISTRESS. [129.] 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I exhort youinthe 
JLori to goe on 1n your journey to heaven, & to be 
content of ſuch fare by the way as Chriſt & his followers have 
ladbeforc you ; for rhey had alwayes the wind on their faces , 
Lour Lord hath nor changed the way to us for our eaſe; but 
zill have us following our ſweet guide, Alas how doeth fin 
dog us in our journty & retard us! What fools are-weta 
lyeaby=god or an other lover or match to our ſouls befde 
Chriſt? Ir were beſt for us like ill bairns [whoare beſt heard 


I :ihome] ro ſeek our own home, & ro (ell our hopzs of this 
F little clay Innes & idol of the earth, where weare neither well 
* Flnmercd nor well wintcred. Oh that our fouls would fall fo 
I: oddes with the love of this world, as to think of it as a 
I nzveller doeth of a drink of warer, which is not any part oP 
Fi treaſure , bux goeth away with the uſing ; for ten miles 
Furey maketh that drink ro him as nothing ! O that wehad 
I s5on done with this world and could as quickly diſpatch 
Fit love of ir ! Bur as a childe cannot hold two apples 1g 
Js litcle hand, bur the one putterh the other our of it's 
From ; fo. neither can we be maſters and Lords of twey 
Joves : Blefled were we if we could make cur ſelves maſters. 
J that invaluable treaſure the love of Chriſt; or rather ſuffer our: 
Filves ro be maſtered and ſubducd ro Chriſt's love, foas Chriſt 
Jvccour all &:77p5, & all other things our 7othings & the refuſe of 
Jour delights. O lerus bercady for shipping againſt the time aun 
Jlord's wind &tide call forus | Deazhis thelaſt thicf tharshall 
tome without din or noiſe of-fect, & rake our ſouls away, & 3 | 


Sh 
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thall take our leave at Time & f.ce Froernity , & our Log 
Shall lay together the two ſides of this cartily Tabernacle & {41 
ws & Jay us oy ,25a man Jaycth by his clothes at ntghr,& puttly 
one halfofus ina houſe of clay, the dark orave, & thcother h;ll 
of us 11 heaven or hell, Seck tobe found ofyour Lord in Peace 
& gather in your flittiag & put your ſoulin order , for Chit 
will not give a nail-breadta of Time toour little ſand-o]a;, 
Pray for Ze9z, & for me his priſoner , that he would bs pleal. 
ed to bring meamongk you 22ain full of Chriſt & Klaus 

Grace, graceie 


& jaden with the bickings of his Go'v:l, 
with you. 

Abeard. 16 2: Ycears 122 bis opcly Lerd and 
| Maficr , o_ K 


Am —_ 
Gm 


To EARLESTOWN Toanger 
[ 30] 


Race, mercy & peace beto you: Ilong to hear from you: 

[ remain ſti}] a priſoner of hope, & doc think it fervicet» 

the Lord to wait on tiil with ſubmiſſion , till the Lord's morn- 
ing-skic break & his ſummer day dawn: for I am perfwadcditis 
a picce of the chiefersand of our life , that God ſent us for fome 
years down to this carth among deylis & men , the fire-brands 
o: thedevil, & temptations, that we mi ght ſuffer for atime 


Worthy Wo] acarly beloved inthe Lord, 


here amonelt our cnemics ; otherwiſe he might have mate | 


q > O 
heaven to wait on us at our coming out of the worab, and hare 
carried us home to our countrey,withcu:t letting us ſet down our 
= in this knotty and thorny life; but ſceing a piece of ſuffer. 


ing is carved to every one of us, leſs or more, as infinite 


wiſdom hath thought good , our part is to harden and habitua | 


our ſoft and thin skinned nature to endure fire and water, 
devils, lions, men, loſſes, woe hearts , as theſe that 
arclooked upon by God, Angels , men &devils- O what 
follyis tokt down & weep upon a decree of God , that 


5, 


(253 94 
IT Loe i both dumb & deaf at ovr tears , 
& fol ileas God who made it, for ag can come bclande our Lord 
Putthe ;g zlter or better whot he bath decreed & Cone? It were better. 
1er ball  eindows in cur priſon & to loox outto God & our 
1 peace Ecountrey Zeaver, & to cry like fertered men who long for the 
Chuiſ King sfrecair, Lord , let ty Kinoaom co: Cict te Pride- 
-ghas, moors carne Ard © day , © fart ary » pans ug {- SAPRTAAY, 
pleal. Y $rn and 5fine ot , break out ou under tle biack iight ohee and. 
olitd Y fine! Iam perſwaded , if every day, »hicrlotioms in i the pti ifon 
cir Þ palls were broken , & __ affuravce given tothe chained. 
miſoner lying under ewenty ſtone of irons upon arms & legs, 
hatat length his chain . Should wear intwo picces, &a hole: 
hould be madear length as wide as he might come ſafely our 
his long defired liberty ; - he would in pat !1ence wait on till 
time sht ould nole the priſon wall & break his chains? The Loid's. 
ipchul I priſoners under their trials areinth:rcaſe: Years 8 
noneths will take our now one little ſtone, then noche , of 
this houſe of clay, & ar length time shall win our the breadth: 
of a fair door and ſend out the impritoncd (o {oul to.the freeair in 
keaven > aad time shall fil: off | by lictic and little our iron bolts, 
you: vhich are now on ="_ and A & curt-date and wear our. 
ot) Jroubles threed-bare and hollie, ard then wear them to nothing: 
orn- I For whar I ſuffered yeſterday I know $1ail never come again 4 
litis I rouble me. O thar we could breath or t new hope and new 
ſome  fmiſion every day in Chritts lap | | For certainly a weight 
ands J ofglory w: 11 weighed [ yea encrcating to afar more cxcecding 
time T nd eternal weight) Shall recompence both weinhr and leng 

nade Y of light and clipped ard chort-dared crofi's Our waters 2 are 
are Ybut ebbe and-come neither to our chin nor to rhe f ttopping of our. 
our Freath, Im ay fee [if I would borcow eycs from Curift}dry: 
fer. Ylind and rhat near: V7 hy then sRould we not lat 12h atadycre 
nite ity and ſcorn our short-born and ſoon=dying tem, rations: .-T 
tuat | Rjoyce 1n thehope of that glor ry tO bereveal S ; Bri 


hat Juntwiſted. threed. as, { 71.70.10 fo, OT Zt 15 Lizety; but the cable,the 


hat Y frovo row of our ſatencd anchor , is the oarh and thepromile of 


har Jim who is etcrnall y Crity , OUT SALVALLon Is - {ztenca with God's 
is | own 


muſt 2rd tiff a2 unmzovs 


14 Ts is no unk. 
er, I catatn glory we loaE for ; our hope 15 not hung, pon ſuch an, 
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of God's unchangeavle nature, Mal 3.6. 1 amtieLord, | 
change not, 4nd therefore ye ſons of Tacob are not conſumed ; We 
may play and danc-: and leap upon our worthy and tmmoveable 
rock: the ground 1s {ure and good and will vide hell's brang« 
ling and deviis brangling 2:d che world's aſſwuits. Ohifour 
Faith could ride 1t out againſt the high and proud winds 
and waves, when our fſca [{eemeth all ro be on fire! O boy 
oft doe I let wy grips goe | Iam put to ſwimming and }:alf 
finking: Lhndethedevil hath the advantage oi the oroundin 
this barrel, tor he highteth in known ground in our corrupt na- 
ture: Alas thatis a friend ncer of kin and blood to himſclf, and 
will nor fail ro fall foul upon us: And hence it is that he who 
faverh to the uttermoſt and leadeth many ſons to glory, is 
ſill righting my falvation and twenty times a day I rayel 
my heaven, &thenT muſt come with my ill raveled workts 
Chriſttocumber him | as it were] to right it & to ſeek againthe 


Tightend of thethrced,, & to fold up ag1n my eternail glory. 


with his own hand, & to olve a right caſt of his holy & gras 
cious hand tomy marred & (pilt ſalvation ; Certainly itis4 
cumbertom thing to keep a foolish childe from falls & broken 
brows, & weeping for this & that toy , & rash running 
& ſickneſs & bairns diſcaſes ; ere he win through them all, and 
win out of the mires, he coſteth meckle black cumberand 
fashrie to his Keepers: And lo is a beleever a cumberſom 
picceof work and anill rayeled heſp [as we uſero ſay]ro Chriſt; 
But God be thanied , for many fir ſalvations and wany ul 
ravcled heſps hath Chriſt mended ſince firſt h2 entered turourto 
loſt mankinde. O what could we bairns doe without him! how 
foon would we mar all? Bur the leſs of our weight be upon our 
ewn fceble legs, and the more that we be on Chriſttheftrong 
Rock the b:trer for us: It is good for us thateyer Chrilt 
eookthe cumber of us: it is our heaven to lay mauy weights 
&1d burdens uponChciſt, and to make him all wehave, root and 
cop, beginnivg and ending of our ſalvation: Lord holdus 

& - Now tothuisturour and rich Lord Irecommend you: 


| Hole 


- 


; Be bt we | | 
own hand and with Chriſt's own ſtrength to the ftrong ſtoug Nftol 


prac 


[255] : | 
told faſt till he come and reember bis priſoner, Graces 


oup : 

>, | Ygrace be with yous 

We Aberd. Towrs in his and your Lord 

ible 1637. Jeſ45 z S. 
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ns | To Mr WILLIAM DALGLEISH. | 
_ Reverend ES dear Brothcr. ſ131] 

Na- Race, mercy & peacc beto you:I received your letter. bleſs 

1nd our high and onely wife Lord who hath broken the ſnare Yy 


rho JF that men had 121d for you, & L hope that now he $hall keep yeu 
+ F in his houſe indefpite ofthe powers of hell. Who knoweth bur 
vel Þf theftreets of our 1yzſalems hall yer be filled with young men & 
£t0 |} yithold men & boyes & women with childe & thar they $hall 
the Þ plant vines in the mountains of Samaria. I am ſure, the 
Ay .þ yhcels, paces & motions of this poor Church , aretempered & 
12 Y nid not as men would , but according to the good pleaſure 8& 
is4 Þ} infivite wifdom of our onely wiſe Lord, T am herew aiting in 
cen Þf hope, that my innocency in this honourable cauſe shall melt rhis 
ng Þ doud that men have caſten oyer me. I know my Lord had his 
nd JF own quarrels againſt me & that my droſs ſtood tn need of this 
nd | hot furnace; bur Ircjoycein this, that fair truth , beautifull 
2m | truth, [whoſe glory my Lord clearethtro me more & more ] 
iſt; Þ bearth me company,& that my weak aimes to honour my Mat- 
"of Þ erin bringing oueſts to his houſe, now ſwell upon me in 
to Þ| comforts, & that I ama nor affraid ro want a witneſs in heaven, 4 

ow | thatit was my joy to have acrown putupon Chriſt's head 1m s 
ur } thatcountrey, O what joy would L have taſce the wind turm + 
ng I} wontheenemirs of thz crofs of Chriſt, & roſee my Lord Je< 

at oF furcſtored with the voice ofpraiſe to his own ficethrone again, 

its } & to be brought amongſt you to ſee the beauty of the Lord's 

nd } houſe! Th ope that countrey will not be ſoiilly, as to ſuffer 

us {| meato pluck you away from them , & that ye wiil uſe means 
u: I} to keep my place empty & to bring me back againto the peo- 
JW? ple ro whoin I haye Chriſts rizht and his Church's _— 
CAzG 
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( 256.) 
calling: Dear Brogoer, let Chriſt be dearer & dearer to yay; 
let che conqueit of ſouls be top and root, flowerand bloom of 
your jo;c5 and wueares inthis itde offun an} moon : andin the 
day wheathe Lord hall pull u> the four ſtikcs of this clay ten 
of the earth, & the jat pickle of ſand $hall be at the nick 
falling down 1n your watch-glaſs , & the maſter shall call thy 
ſcryancs of the vineyard to g1re them their hire; ye willeſteen 
the bloom ofthis wo:1?s glory like the colours ofthe rain-boy, 
that no man can PUt 1n his purle & ereaſure : Your labours& 
pains shall tncn ſmile upon you, My Lord now hath Clyen 
me experience [howbeir weak & ſnail} that ou: bet tare hen 
is hunger ; we areburt at GoQ's by=voard 1n this lower houſe, 
we have cauſe rolong for ſupper-time & the high table, upin 
the hig h palace: Thi; world deſcrverh noching bur theutte 
court of our foul, Lord haſten the marriage-ſupper of the 

2mb. Ifinde it ſill peaceto giveup with this preſent world 
as withan 01d decourted & caſt-off lover: My bread & drink 
In !t, is not ſo much wo: gh , that I should not loath the Innes, 
& packup my d:fi:cs for Ch:1?, thatIhaveſcnt out to thic iecks 

leſs crextures init, Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd: 1637. T 0:7 affeAionat Brother C9 Criuft's 
priſoner, >. R. 


—_ 


To the Laird of 
2 Of dE 


(132) 


Muc benonred Sr, 


FA Race, m-rcy & peace b2to vou: Ilong to hear how your - 


A Fioul profperett:ihave har confidence that your ſoul mind- 
eth Chriſt & ſalyarion : Ibcſeech you 1nthe Lord give more 

as 8& diligence ro ferch heaven, then the countrey-ſortof lazie 
p:otliors; whorthiak their own faith & their own godlineſs, 
bccauſe it 15 their own, beſt; & content them{clyes with a 
caldiife cuſtom & courſ, 
FO | WU 


with a rclolucion to ſunimer & | 
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(257, | 
winter in that ſort of nedfellion , thatthe multitude and the 
times favour moſt, and are ſtill Shaping and clipping and cars 
ingtheir fairh , according as ir may beſt ſtand with their ſ{um- 
mer-ſun and a whole skin ; and ſo brearh our both hor and cold 
in God's matters, according ro the courſe ofthe times: This 
is their compaſs they sail toward heaven by, in ſtead of a 
hitter. Worrhy E5 dear Sir, ſeparate your ſelf from ſuch, and 
bend your ſelf ro the ntmoſt of your ſtrengch & breath, inran- 
ning faſt for ſalvation, and intaking Chriit's Kingdom, uſe vio- 
Jace: Ircoſt Chiiſt and all his followers sharp showers and 
hot ſweats ere they won to the top o'the mountain: But Rill 
our ſoft nature would have heaven coming to our bed={ide when 
ye areſ]ceping , & lying down with us, tharwe might coeto 
heaven in warm clothes ; bur all that came therc found wet feet 
by the way, & $harp ſtorms that did take the hide off their face, 
&ſound ro*s & fro's & up*s & downs &. many enemies by the 
yy, It is impoſſible a man can rake his lufts to heaven with 
lim, ſuch ware: as theſe will not be welcome there. O how 
bathare we to forgoe our packalds & burdens that hinder us to 
11 our race with patience! Iris no ſmall work to diſpleaſe & 
znger nature,thar we may pleaſe God. O if it be hard to win one 
foot or halFan inch our of our own will, out of our own wir, out 
of our own eaſe & worldly luſts, & ſo todeny our ſelf, & to 
ſay, It 1s not I but Chriſt, notI bur grace, not I but God's 

ne | 
olory, not I but God's love conftraining me , not I bur rhe 
Lora's word, not I but Chriſt's commanding power as King 
inme! O what pains & what a death is ir tonature,to turn 
m, my ſelf, myluſt, my caſe, miy credit, overin, my Lard, 
my Saviour, my King ©9 my God, myLordswill, my Lord's 


I rae! Bur alas that idol, thar whorish creature my ſclf, is 


themaſter-idol we all bow to: What made £22 nſcarry ? 
& what hurricd her headlong upon the forbidden iruit, bur thar 
wretched thing her ſelf? What drew that brother-muctherer 
tokill.4bel? Thar wilde kimelf. What drove the old world 
0n to corrupt their wayes > Who bur chc2{clves , 8 their 
en plealure? What was the cauſe of Sdlozmer's falling into 

KR tdelatry 


ee Ee ee Se EEE I 


(258.) 
Wdolatry & multiplying of rene wives Whatbnt kemfelf, 
whom he would rathcr plealure rhen God, What was the huoj 
that rook David & ſnared him firſt in adultery bur his {elf lf, 
& then in mu: ther bur his (elf-credit 8& (elf-honewr ?£ What 
led Pcrer on to deny his Lord? Was it not a picce of hizyſe! 

| & ſelf-loveto a whole s&in > Whar made [4s ſel] his Maj 
ter for 3o pieces of money , but apicce of (clf-loye idoliz no 
of avaritions ſc? What made Demas to gocoft the way of 
the Goſpel, ro embracethis preſent world? eyen iclt love & loye 
of gain tor himſcli: Every man blamerh the devilfor his fins, 
bur the great devil,the houſe-devil of every man,the houſe. devil 
that cateth & lieth in every man's boſom , is thar idv! thar ki! 
leth all, kiz{-if, O blefſedare they who can deny thcarſelver 
& put Chriſt, in theroom of themſelves! O would tothe Lord, 
I had nct a mz, ſelf, bur Chriſt; nor a my left , but Chriſt, nor 
a my eaſe , but Chriſt; nora 223 hozzowr, but Chriſt ! O fre 
word, Gal. 2:20. I l;ve no more, but Chriſt liveth iz me \ O ife. 
very ore w-uld put away kizſclf, his own ſelf, his own eaſe, 
his ownple«ure, his own c:edit, & his own twenty things 
his own hundred things, that h: ſerteth vp as 1dols above Chili! 


Dear Sir, I know ye will belooking back to your old feif & 


ro your ſelf-Juit & ſcli-idol thar yeſet up inthe luſts of youth 


. aboye Chritt. Worrhy $7, pardon this my freedom of 
love: God 15 my witneſs that 1t 1s out of an earnc{t defire 
after your ſouPs erernal welfare, thar I uſe this freedom of 
ſpeech. - Your ſun I know is lower & your evening ie and 
ſun - ſetting nearer then when I ſaw you laſt: Strive to end 


your task before night, and ro make Chiitt your-ſelf, and 
to acquaint your love and your heart with the Lord: Stand” 


now. by Chrilt and his truth , when fo many fail foully and 
are fall: ro him: TI hopeye love him and histruth , Ict me 
have power with you to confirm you in him. 1 think more of 


my Lord's ſweet croſs then of a crown of gold and a f: 


Kine dom lving to it. Sr, I remember you in my prays 


ro tie Lord, ceo ding to my promiſe : Help me with 
y0u7 prayers that our Lord would be pleaſed to bring m* a= 
| monglt 


25 9: 7 _ 2 
menoſt vou 4gain with the Goſpel of Chriſt z Grace, grate 
bc with yous | 

Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweerest Loyd 
azd Maſter, S. Re 


7 JOHN GORDON. 
| Of Cardoneſs younger; 


Dearly belrued in ojmr Lord, (133). 


ARace, mercy & peace be to you: long exceedingly to 
(; hcar of the caſe of youc ſoul which hath a large s':are both 
of ay prz7 :r5 & caretullchoughes. Sir, remember tliat a pre- 
cious treaſure& prize 1s upon this $horr play that ye are now up= 
oweyen the eternity of well or woe to your ſoul ftandeth upon 
the litcle point of your ill or well employed short&fwitt poſting 
laud-glats : . Seckthe Lord while he may be found, the-Lord 
yaiteth upon you : Your ſoul is of no little price: gold or itl- 
fer of as much bounds as would cover the nigheit heavens 


round about , cannot buy it: Tolive as others doz & tobe 


tee of open fins that the world crieth chame upon, it will not 
bring you tro heaven : as mush civility & countrey=diſcretion 


& would Iye between you & heaven , will nor lead 0 one 


botor one inch above gondenined nature : & therefore take 
puns upon ſeeking of (alyation , & give your will, wit, hu- 


\mour , the green defires of youth's pleaſures, off your hand 
FoChift, Iti; nor poſſible for you to know , till experience 


mchyou , how dangerousa time Youth is: Ir is like green 8 
Ms FE : . 1 O 
vatunber ; when Chriſt caſteth fire on ir, it takerh not fire 2 


There is need here oſmore then ordinary pains; tor corrupt na. 


ture hath a good back=friend of Youth, & finniag againſt lighr 


vl pur our your candle & ſtupific your conſcience & bring up - 


$92 it moe coverings & sKins & leſs teeling & ſenſe of guiltt- 


(ſs, & when thatis done the Devil is like a mad hor that 
th broken the bridle & runneth away with his rider whither 
keliterk, Learn ro know tliat which tlie Apoſtic knew , the 

: R 2 $25 


(260) 


deceitfulneſs of fin: ſtrive to make prayer & readin &holy cen. 


pany& holy conferenceyour delight,& when delight cometh in 
y Shall by lirtle & litthc ſmell the ſweerneſs of Chrilt, till x 
crgtÞyour ſoul be over head & ears in Chriſt's ſweetneſs; they 
Shall \,e b« taken up to the top of the mountain with theLord ty 
know the cavichments of ſpiritual love & the glory & vxcel. 
lency of « ſen, revealed, tclr & embraced Chiiſt : & thenyy 
Shall not be ab!» to looſe your felfo{Chriſt & to binde your ſoul 
to old lovers: then & never rill then are all the paces, motion, 
wal*ings & wheels of your ſoul in a right tune &1n a ſpicityd 
temp:=r: But ifthis world & th- luſts thereof be your delight, 
I k:ow not what Chriſt can niake of you, ye cannot be mettall 
to be a vel]: of glory & meicy : as the Lord liveth, thouſand 
thouſands are cguticd with lecurity , becauſe God & wrath & 
judg: ment is not terribleto them : ſtand inaw of God , & of 
the warnings ofa checking & rebuking conſcience: make o. 
thers toſee Chrilt in you moving, doing, ſpeaking & think= 
Ing; youradctions will ſmell ofhim, if he ben you: there isan 
1aſtinkt inthe new born babes of Chriſt, like the inſtinct ofna. 
ture,that leades birds to build their neſts8& bring up their young 
& love ſuch & ſuch places as woods,foreſts & wilderncſlcs better 
ther other places: The inftinct of nature maketh a man love 
his mother = countrey above all countreys : The inflind 
of renewed nature & ſupernatural grace, wtll lead you touch 
& ſuch works, as to love vour countrey above, toſighto be 
clothed with your houſe not made with hands , & to call your 
borrowed priſon here below a borrowed priſon, & to look 
upon it ſeryant=like & pilgrim-like: And the pilgrims eye& 
look, is 1d1{Gdainfull like diſcontented caſt of his cye, his hea 
crying after hiseye, #y, fy, # us 15n0t lize my countrey. Ite- 
commend to youthe mending of a hole & reforming ofa failing, 
one or other, every week , & put off a fin orapiece of it, as of 
anger, wrath, luſt. intemperance,cvety day, thar ye may more 
catily maſter the remnant of your corruption. God hath given 
you a wife, love her & let her breaſts ſatisfie you, & for the 
Lord's fake d:ink no waters but our of vour own ciſtern, ſtrange 


welis are poilon, ctriye to lcarn ſome new way againſt your 
CQſ-. 
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corruption from the man £ =o M. W. D. or other ſervants 
ofGod:flecp not ſound till ye finde your ſelf in that caſe, thar 

edare look death in the face & durſt hazard your ſoul upon c- 
ternity . I am ſure many ells & inches of the shortthreed of 
your life areby hand , finceI ſaw you : and that threed hath 
nend, and ye haveno hands to caſta knot & adde one day 
ora finger- breadth to the end ofit: Wien hearin g and Fare 
andthe utter walls ofthe clay-nouſc shall fall dowf) & life shall 
render the beſieged caſtle of clay ro death & judgement, & ye 
fnde your time worn eobe &'run out, what thoughts will ye 
then have of idol = pleaſures , that poſſibly arc now ſweet ? 
whatbud or hire wonld ye th-n givefor the Lord's favour? 8& 
what a price would ye then give for pardon? Ir were not amiſs 
tothink,whar if I were to recetve a doom & to cnter into a fur- 
nice of fice & brimſtone? What iitir cometo this: tha: [ hall 
hyenoportion bur utter darkneſs * Aud whar if : be b:-oughe 
tothis,to be banished from the preſence of God & to be giv'n 
orcr to God's ſerjeants, the Devil & the power of the ſecond 
Death ? Put your ſoul by ſuppoſition in ſuch acaſe, & ec» 111d- 
er what horrour would take hold of you & what raen ye 
would eſteem ofpleaſing your f.If in the courſe oftin! Odear 
Sr, forthe Locd's ſake awake to live rizhteouſly & loy2 your 
oor ſoul, & after ye have ſcen this my I:tter, ſay with 
yourſelf, ghe Lord will ſeck, an account of this warning / have 
rerved, Lodge Chrilt in your family. Receive no ſtranger 
hicelingas your Paſtor, I bleſs your children, Grace be 
vith you. = 

Aberd. Towr lawful and loveng 
1637, Paſir. S. R. 


To my Lord BOYD. 


My very honourable &5 good Lord, [134] | 
Race, mercy & peace b:to your Lo: Out of the worthy 
Bexung that I har of your Lo: z6al for ths born down 
EE”. oa - —_ 


{ 262.) 


$ oppreſſed Goſpel, Iam bold ro writeto your Lo: beſcechine 
you by the mercies of God, by the honour of our royal aj 
prin iccly King Jclus, by the ſorrows , tears & dcfolationg 
your afflicted mother=church , & by the peace of your con, 
ſciznce & your joy in the day of Chriit, that yourZo: would, 
on inthe ſtrength of your Lord and inthepov.er of his might, 
to beſttr your ſelf for the vindicating of rhe fallen honours 
your Lord Jeſus. O bifl: dþ ands Or evcrmorethat Shall heh 
roput the crown upon the head o: Chriſt again in Scorlaxd | | 
dare promiſe inthe name of our Lo: tharthis $hall faiten&f 
the pillars & the ſtakes of your. own honourable houſe upon 
earth, if yelend & lay in pledgein Chriſt's hand [upo:: ſpicitu 
hazard] life, eſtate, houſe, honour , credit , moyen,, friends 
the favour of anch [ ſuppoſe King's with three crown: ] {obeing 
ye may bear witnefs & acquit your ſelf as a man of valourag 
Courage rothe P:ince of your falvation, for thepurc1 img of his 
temple & {+ ecptrg out the Lorcly Diotrephes' 5, tLIne-courtin 
Demas's, corrupt Hy meneus's & Philetus's & other ſich ox 
that with thcir dung dcefile the Temple of the Lord. Isnot 
Chriſt Now CIV! ing, #howill kelp anc ? Hiowill core out wth 
71C, rotake part wito me &5 Share m the honour of my viflay 
OUT tc ſe mine enemies wie kave ſard : Wee nll wot kawe, 
this mar to rule our us; Ny very honowable and acar Lind, 
Jjoyn, joyr | ye do. | with Chrift, he ts more worth toyouX 
your poſterity then this world's V ay flowers & w ichcrivgRiche 
& Honour , that shall TOCAaw ay as ſmoke & evantchina \ niohte 
viſion, & shall in cnc halfhour after the blatit of the Archangd 
trumpet , lis in white ashes. Let me beſecch Your Lo: 
draw by the 1a pot Time" s curtain & lookinrt "brouoicthandll 
dow to great & Cnc IS Eternity , & confiderif aw vor [dt price 
[ſeppoſer this little round clay elobe of this a: hie &dirty carth,the 


dying idol of the fools of this world were all, [your own ] canby 
given for one ſmile of Chriſt's God-like & ſoul ravishing coun- 
tcnance , inthatday whenſo many joints and knees of thouſand 
tonfands wailing (hall Rand before Chriſt trembling, shounng 
& making their prayers to hills & mountains to fall Upon chem 
ped hide them 7 rom the fac ce 67 the Lamb, O how ral 
Wol 
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263 
would ſell Lordships & "ra rhat day & Lny Chrift ! But: 
Oh the market hall bz clofed 8 ended erethen, Your £9: 
1th now a bleſſed yenture of winning court with the Prince of 
the Kings of rhe earth : He himſelf weeping, truth born down, 
& fallen in the ftreers & an opprefled Goſpel, Chriſt's bride with 
watery eyes & {poiled ofher vail,her hair havging about her eyes 
forced to got in ragged apparel , the banished , filenced & tm- 
priſoned proprcts of God, who have not the favour of liberty to 
prophetic in (lackcloth, all theſe I ſay, call for your help: Fear not 
worms of clay , the moth shall ear them as a garment, let the 
Lord be your fear,he is with you & shall fight for you: thus $hall 
yecaule the bl: ſing of theſe who are ready zo perish come upon you , 
& veshall make the heart ofthis our mother-Church to fing for 
joy. The Lamb & his armies are with you & the Kingdoms ofthe 
extharethe Lord's. 1 am perſwaded there is not another Go'pel 
nor another ſaving truth, then that which ye now contend for, I 
dire hazard my heaven & ſalyation upon it, that this is the onely 
ſaving way to glory. Grace, grace be with your Lo : 


Aberd. Your Lo: at all rcſpcrve obediemee 1: 
1637. | Chriit. S. R. 


To ROBERT GORDON. 
Builifſe of Apr. 


Worthy Str. (135) 


Race, mercy & peace betoyou: I long to hear from you. 

Our Lord is with his afflicted Kirk,ſo that this burning bush 
isnor conſumed to aches. I know ſubmiſſive on- waiting for the 
Lordshall at length ripen the joy & deliverance ofhis own, who 
ae truly bleſſed on-waiters : Whar 15 the dry & miſcarrying 
hope of all them who are nor in Chriſt, bur confuſion & wind 2 
0 how pitifully and miſerably are the childien of this world 
beowiled, whoſe wine cometh home to them water,& their gold 
bub&rin! And what wonder that hopes buildod upon ſand, 


R 4 Should 


(264 
= fall & fink? Tt were he.” for us all to abandon the 
To:lorn & blaſted & withered hope we have had inthe creature f 
& let us henceforth come & drink water our of our own well, 
even the fountain of living waters, & build our ſelves & our 
hope upon Chriſtour rock: But alas that naturall lovethat we 
haverto this borrowed home that we were bornin , and tha 
this clay=city , the vain carth, should have the largeſt shareof 
of our heart! Our poor lean and empty dreams of confidence in 
ſome-thing belide God are no further travelled then up & down 
the naughty & feckleſs creatures. God may ſay of us, as heſad, 
Amos 6: 13. Te rejoyce im 4 thing of noreg.t, Surcly we pin 
ourſpider's web with pain,and build our rotten and rottering 
houſe upona lye and falshood and vanity. O when will we 
learn ro have thoughts higher then the ſun and moon, and learn 
our joy,hope, conhdence aid our ſopl's defires to look up toour 
beit countrey, and to look down to clay tents ſer up for a night's 


lodging or two, in this unknown land , & laugh at ur childich - 


canceptions & imaginations thar ſuck our joy out of creatures, 
woe , ſorrow, loſjtcs & grief, O ſweerelt Lord Jeſus! Y 
faireſt Godhead ! O flower of man & angetls, why arewe 
ſuch ſtrangers to, & far-off beholders of thy glory > Oitwere 
our happineſs for evermore , that God would caſt a peſt, a 
botch, aleprotic upon our part of this great whore, a fair and 
well busked Worle, that clay might no longer deceiveus ! but 
O rhar God may burzs and blaſt our Hope hereaway, rather then 
our Hope should live to burn us! Alas the wrong lideof 
Chciſt | ro ſpeak fo] his black fide, ki-tuffcring fide, his wounds, 
his bare coar , his wants, his wrongs, the opprefſions of men 
done to him, are tuned rowards mens eyes & they ſee not 
the beſt & faireſt tide of Chriſt , nor (ce they his amiable faceand 
his beauty , that man and angelswonder at, &zr, Icnd your 
thoughts to thcfe things, & learn to contemn this world, & 
co 179 your oye and heait away from beholding the masked 
beauty of all things under Time's law and doom : Sce him who 
15invittble ard his inviſibierhings, draw by the curtain and loak 
in witi) liking and longing to a Kingdom undcfiled that fadcth 


not away , referycd te; you inthekeaven: This is worthy of 
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265.) 
jour pains and worthy of your ſouls ſweating and labouring & 
teking after night and day: Fire will flee over the carth and 
ilchar isin it , even deſteuction from the Almighty : Fy, 
fy upon that hope that hall be dry<d up by the root ! 


fy upon the drunken night-bargains, And the drunken 
nd mad covenant that ſinners make with death and hell after 
cups,and when mens ſouls are mad and drunken with theloveof 
this lawleſs life! They think ro make a neſt for their hopes,and 
ake quarters and conditions of hell and death, that they shall 
hayecaſe, long life, peace , & in the morning when the laft 
rumpet shall awake them, then they rue the block. Iris time 
& high time for you to think upon death and your accounts, 
znd to remember what ye are, whereye will be b:fore the year 
ofour Lord 1 700. I hopeyearethinking upon this : pull upoR 
our ſoul and draw it atde from the company thar it is with, and 
round & whiſper 1n to it newes of eternity , dcath , judgement , 
keayen and hell, Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd-. I637- Yorrs 42 his ſweee Lord 
Jeſus * S. R, 


— 


Te ALEXANDER GORDON 


3 
Of Earleſtown, 
Mauch honearcd $tr. (136 
Race, mcrcy & prace be to you: Irislike if ye the Gentry 
CJ & Noility of this nation, be men in the ſtreets [as the 

word ſpeaketh ] for the Lord , that he will now deliver his flock 
& gather & reſcue his ſcattered sheep from the hands of cruel 
&ngorou; Lords, that haveruled oyerthem with force. O 
tha mine eyes mighr (:crhe moon=lighr rurn tothelight ofthe 
ſun! Bur 1 ſtill fear the quarrel of a broken Coverant in 
Scotland ftandeth before the Lord: Howeverit be, I ayouck 
Itbefore the world , rhe tabernacle of the Lo1d shall again be ig, 
the midſt of Scorlzzzd , and the olory of the Lord shall dwellim, 
brauty as the light of many days in one, iu this land, O whar 


R 5 could 
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(256) 
could my ſoul defire more next zo my Lord Jeſtts, whileT ay 
tg this fleza , bur that Chritt & ht) Ringdom might be orea 
amongſt Jews & Gentiles, & that the Iſl:s | & among 
them , overcloudcd & darkned Prizar | night tavetheglay 
of a :o00n-day*s funi' Ohltharl had any chin; [ V1 not ex. 
Cept my part in Chiilt] to woidfer or jy in picde- toicodecm & 
buy fuch glory to my higheſt & royal Pitnce , my ſweet Lord 
Jelſas ! my poor littl- heaven were well beſtowed , it it could 
ſtand a pawn: {or ever to ſer on high theglory of my Lord; Bur 
I know , he needcth nor wages nor hire at my hand; Yea, [ 
know , if my eternal glory could weigh down in weightit's 
alone, all the cterval glory of rhfiblefſed Angels & of allthy 
ſpirits of juſt & perfe& men glorified & to be glorified , Oh 
alas, how faram I engaged to forgoc it for, andgiveit over 
to Chriſt; ſobeing he might thereby beſet on high aboveren 
thouſand thoufand millions of heavens, in the conqueſt of 
many , many nations to his Kingdom ! Oh that his King. 
dom would come! O thar all rhe world would ſtoop before 
him ! O blcſled hands that shall put the crown upon Chriſt's 
head in Scoslarzd | Bur alas, I can ſcarce get leave to ware 
my loveon him: Ican finde no wayes to cu: my h:a t upon 
Chriſt & my love thatI with my ſoul bzftow on him. 1t is lice 
rodicupon my hand, & I think it no bairns-play to b: hung- 
rd with Chriſt's love: To lovehia E5 ro want him wanteth 
little of hl. Iamfurehe knoweth how my joy would ſwell 
upon mefrom alittle well rea great ſea, to haye as much of 
his love & as widea foul an{wcrable to comprehend it, tilll 
cricd h;{d Lord , 20 mores: Burt I finde he will not have me 
ro bz minzown ſteward nor mine own carver : Chriſt keepeth 
the keys of Chriſt [ro ſpeakſo] &of his own love, and heiza 
- wiſer diſtributer then I can takeup : I know there is morein 
him then would make me run over like a coaſt-full=fea, I 
were happy for evermore to get leave to ſtand bur befide 
Chriſt and his love, and tolook in, ſuppoſe I wereinterdic- 
ted of God ro come near hand, touch or embrace, kiſs or {ct 
too my finfull head and drink my ſelf drunken with that love- 
iy thing. Godſend me that I gould haye, forl now "oy 
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267. 
ſe, more clearly then before, our folly in drinkiag dead was 
ters & in playing the whore with our ſoul*s love upon running- 
out wells, & broken sheards of creatures of yeſterday , whom 
Time will uclaw with the penalty of lofing their Leing & na- 
tural ornaments.  O when a ſoul's love 1s itching [ro ſpeak 
ſo ] ior God, and when Chriſt in his boundleſs and votrom- 
|:1; love, beauty and exccll: ncy cometh & rubb<th up & CXClitms 
ch that love,what can be heaven if this be nor heaven? Iamſure 
this bit feckle{t, narrow & short love of regenerarcd finners was 
born for no other end, but to breath & live ard love & dwell 1n 
the boſom and berwixt the breaſts of Chriſt: Where is therea bed 
ora lodging for the ſaints love but Chriſt > © O that he would 
take our elves off our hand, for neither we nor the creatures 
c.n be either due conqueſt or lawful hcritage to love ! Chritt 
& none bur Chriſt is Lord & proprictour of it. Oh alas, 
how pirifull is it that ſo much of our love coeth by bim | O 
but we be wretched walters of our foul's love! I know it 1s 
thedcep of bottomleG.and unſarchable providence, that rhe 
ſaints are ſuffered ro play the whore from God , and that their 
loye gorth a hurting, when God knoweth it shall roſt no- 
thing of thar ar ſupper - time: The renewed would have it 
otherwiſe; & why 1s1t ſo, ſeeing our Lord can keep us with 
out nodding F tottering or rceling , Or any fall at all: Our 
deſires I hope shall meer with perfection; but God will have our 
ns an office - houſe for God's grace, & hath made fin a matter 
ofan unlaw & penalty for the Son of God's blood; & how beir ſim 
$hould be our {forrow, yt there 1s a fort of acquicſcing & reſing 
upon God's diſpenſation required ofus, that there is ſuch athing 
In us as $2, whereupon mercy , forgiveneſs, healing , cur= 
ing, in our {ſweet Phyſician : may finde a field to work 
upon. O what a deep 1s here, that creatcd wit cannot take 
up! However matters goe, it 1s cur happineſs to wp new 
ground daily in Chriſt's love , and to purchaſe anew piece 
of it daily and roadde conqueſt to conqueſt, till our Lord Jeſus 
& we beſo pear other,thatSatan hall not draw a ſtraw or athrecd 
berwixt us. And for my ſelf, I have no greater joy in my welfa- 
youred bonds for Chriſt , then that Lkrow, timeshallpurbin 
| PE I FE LEt oo ot -- Co or oo 


( 268.) 
& metogether ; & that my love& longing hath room & liberty 
amidſt my bonds & focs | whereof theie are not a few heregf 


all ranks] to goe vitit the borders & utter coaſts of my Lol 


Jelus's countrey & ſeear leaſt afar off & darkly, the countr 
which shall bemine inheritance, whichis my Lord Jeſus's due, 
both through birth and conqueſt. I dare avouch to all thy 
know God, that the ſatnts know not the length & largeneſsof 
the ſweet earneſt & of the ſweet green sheaves before the hate 
veſt, that migiz behad on this fide of the water , if weshould 
take more pains: And that we all goe to heaven with lc 
earneſt & lighter purſes of tho hoped-for ſumme, then other. 
wiſe we might doe, if we took more pains to win furtherin 
upon Chriſt, in thispilgrimage of our abſence from him, Grace, 
graco & olory be your portion, 
Aberd. Yours 12 his ſweet Lord 
I637. leſ#. S.R. 
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To JOHN LAWRIE. 


Dear Brother. (137) 
J Am forry that ye or ſo many in this Kingdom should expe& 
& fo much of me an empty reed: Verily I am a naughty & poor 
body: Bur if thetinkliag ofmy Lord jcſus* iron chains on 


legs & arms could ſound the high praiics of my royall King, 


whoſe priſonerT am, O how would my joy 1un over ! It my 


Lord would bring cdificatio to on: foul by my bonds, I am fatis- 
fied; but I know not what I can doe to ſuch a princely &beawti- 
full welbeloved: He is far behinde with me: Little thanks to me 
20 ſay to others, his wind bloweth on me who am but withered& 
dry bones: Bur fince ye deſire meto writeto you, cither help me 


toſer Chriſt on high for his ruaning=over loye, in thar the | 


keat of his ſweet breath hath melted a frozen hearr, elſcI think 
yedoe nothing for a priſoner. TI am fully confirmed that it 


is the honour of our Law-giver I ſuffer fer now: I am not a. 


$hamedto give out letters of recommendation of Chriſt's 
love to as many as will extoll the Lord Jeſus & his croſs. If I had 
| : ns 
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(269) 
yat failed this ſca-way to heaven , bur had taken the land-way: 
many doe, 1 chou'd nor have known Chriſt's -ſweernels in 
ſich a meaſure: Burtherruth is, Ictno man thank me ; for T 
cauſed not Chriſt's wind to blow upon me : His love came up= 
on a withered creature whether I would or not; [ & yet by 
coming it procured f.om mea welcome] A heart of iron & iron 
doors will nor hold Chriſt out: I give tum leareto break iron 
locks &come in, & that 1; al: &now [ know not whether pain of 
loye for want of poſl fiion,or forrow that I dow not thank him, 
panerh me moſt:bur borh work upon me. For the £77/t, O thar 
kewould come & farisfie rhe longing ſoul & fill the hungry foul 
vith theſe good things ? 1 know indeed my <uiltineſs may be a 
barin his way, but he1s God, & ready to forgive: And for the 
ether, woe, woe is me that I cannot finde a heart ro 21ve back 
gain my unworthy little love for his great ſea-full of lovers 
me: O that he wonld learn me this piece of gratitude! Othar 
Icould have leave to look 7x tho:ow the hole of the door to ſee 
his fac & fing his praiſes ! or could break up one of his chamber 
vindows to look ;zupon his delighting beauty, till myLord ſend 
more: any little communion with him, one of his love-looks 
Should be my begun heaven : I know heis not Lordly , neither 
bs the brid: groom's loye proud, though I be black & unlovely 8 
unworthy of him, I would ſeek burtlcaye, & withall, grace, 
tpend my loveupon him: I counſel you to think highly of 
Chriſt & of free, free grace more then ye did before z ft r 
know that Chriſt is not known amongſt us; Irhink I ſce more 
ef Chriſt then ever I law, & yet I ſee but little of what may be 
ſen; O that he would draw by the curtains 8& that the King 
would come out of his gallerie & his palace, that I might ſee 
aim | Chriit's loveis young glory & young heaven : It would * 
ſofren hell's pains to be filled with ic: What wouldI refuſe to 


J huffer, if I could but oet a draught of love at my hearts deſire > 


O what price can be given for him! Angels cannor weigh. 
kim, Ohis weight, his worth, his ſweetneſs , his overpaſſing 
beauty ! If men & Angels would come & look to that great 
& Princely one, their cbbeneſs would neyer take up his depth, 
thcir narrownels would never comprehend his breadth helghe & 
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lcoath: If ren thouſand thonusand worlds of An gels were creat: 
ed , they might all tire themſelves in wondrrins at his beauty, 
& beginagain to wonder of new, O that I could win nigh hin 
to kits his fect, ro hear his voice , to finde the finell of his oinr. 
ments! Bur Oh alas I havelittle, little of him ; Ver. long for 
more! Remc:mber my bonds & help me with your prayers for 
I would nor riftcr or exchange my ſai hours with the joy of my 
yelyert-adycrilaries, Grace be withyou, 


Aberd. June. 0. Y 62rs :n hes (rect Lord 
1637. leſs. S. R. 


To Mr JAMES FLEMING. 


Reverend &5 welbeloucd im ozwr Lord. (138) 

FA\Race, mercy & Peace betoyou: Ireceived your leitt, 
which hath zecrewged me tn mybonds, I cannot but reſtif 

unio you, my exr Brother, what {wetneſs I finde in our Maſ. 
tcr*s crols ; bit alas, what can I either doe or iuff-r for him! 
If I wy alone had as many lives as there have been dropsof 
raia fince the creation, I would think thera too little for that 
lovely one, our wel>tloyed; but my pain and my ſorrow ls 
above my ſuikerings , that I finde nor wayes how to ſet out the 
praiſes of his loveto others; I am not able by rongue , pen 
©: ſufferings toproyoke miny to tall in love with him , bur he 
knoweth whoin [loverto fervein the ſpirit, what I would dor& 
fafferby his own ſte:ngrh, ſobcing 1 might make myLord Jeſus 
lovely & {cet to many thouſinds in this land. 1 thinkit 
amongſt Coa's wonders that he will take any praiſe or glory 
or any teftivoay to his honourable cauſe , from ſacha forlom 
finncr as Tam: But when Chriſt worketh khencedeth not ak 
the queſtion by whom he will be glorions : I know , ſeeing his 
glory attic veginning did Shine out of poor nothing to ſet up 
ſich a fair home for man & Angels, & ſo many glopious creas 
tu'e” ro proclaim hi: goodneſs, poryer & wiſdom, if I were 
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(271.) 
body he could raiſe glory to himlclt 
that I could joyn with him to make it my end ! I would think 
that fellowship with bim ſweet & glorious, Bur alas, tew 
know the guiltineſs rhar 15 on my part, it 1s a wonder that 
this good caule hath not been marred and fpilt 19 my toul 
hands : "But [ rejoyce in this that wy ſweet Lord Jeſus 
hath found ſomething adoe , even a ready market for kis 
freegraceand incomparable and matchicfs mercy in my wants 3 
Oncly my loathſom wretchedneſs and my wants have qua= 
lied me for Chriſt and the riches of his oloricus grace, he be-. 
kooyed to take me for nothing or elſe to want me ; Few 
krow the unſecn & private reckonings bawixt Chit and me; 
ver his love, his coundlets love would not bide away nor ftay 
athome w:tiz himfeit, & yer I dow not make it welcome as [ 
ourht,, wken its come unſtne for and without hire. How 
oyullis my heart that ye write ye are defirous to joyn with 
MeCN praillug ; for it is charity ro bclp a Dyvyourto pay his 
ders; but when all haye helped me, my name shall ſtand 1a 
his count =Dook under ten thouſand thoutfands of fummes un 
But itcalith my heart that bts dear fervants will but 
{peak of my debts to ſuch a ſweet credirour, I defire he may 
hy mein his own ballance & weigh me, if I would not fain 
havea faſt of his boundleſs love made to my own {oul and te 
many others. One thing I know , we shall not all be ablers 
come neer his exccllency with cye, hearr or rongue; tor heis 
aboye all created thoughts; All nations before him are as nothin 

& as leſs then nothing , he {itteth in the circuit of heaven nt 


A - O 
theinhabirants of the earth are as & 


orashoppers beforehim ! O 
that men would praiſe him ! Ye complain of your priyate caſe; 
Alas, Iamnotthe man who can ſpeak to ſuch an one as ye 
are: Any ſweet preſence I have had in this townis [I know} 
for this cauſe , that I might expreſs & wake it known to others ; 
but I never finde my felt nearer Chriſt and with that royal and 
Frincely One, then after a great weight and ſcnſe of dead- 
neſs & eraceleſneſs ! I think the {enſe of our wants,when withali 
vehavca reſtleſneſs and a ſorr of ſpi:ituall impatierceunder 


ticy and ean make a din becauſe we want him whom onr 
ro ny ſou! 


His olory is his end , Ole 
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(272.) 
ſoul loveth, is that which makerh an open door to Chriſt: x 
when wethink weare going backward becauſe we feel deadnef; 
weare going forward: For the more ſenſe the morelife, &ng 
ſenſe arguerth no life, There is no ſweeter feilowship with Chriſ, 
then to bring our wounds & our ſores to him. But for my (elf 
T am ashamed of Chriſt's go0dnels & lovc fince the time ofmj 
bonds, for he hath been pleaſed ro open vp new trealures of oye 
& fclt (weetnels, & give vititations o: love '& accels to himſelf 
1n this {trange land. I would think a ili ofhis love, young & 
green heaven: & whenhe ispleaſed ro come, & the rideiz1n, 
& the ſcafull, & the King & a poor priſoner togerherin the 
houle of wine, the black tree of the croſs 1s not fo heavie as; 
fearher. I cannot , I dow not but o1Ve Chritt an honourabk 
and glorious reſtimony : Iſee, the Lord can ride through his 
enemies bands & triumph in the ſufferings ofhis own, & that 
this blinde world ſceth not , that Sz fering is Chriſt's ar« 
mour wherein he is victorious : & they that contend with 
Zion, ſeenot what he is doing when they are ſet to work a 
under={miths & ſervants to the work of refining of the ſtints 
[ Satan's hand alſo by them is at the melting of our Lord*s veſſels 
of mercy}and ther office ina God's houltis to ſcour & cleanſe 
veſels for the King's table. I marvel not to ſee them triumph 
& ſit at caſe in Z/02, our father muſt lay up his rods and keey 
them carefully for his own uſe: our Lord cannot want fires 


kis houſe , his furnace is in Zo & his firein Jeruſalem: but 


little know the adverſaries the counſt] & the thoughts of the 
Lord. And for your complaints of your miniſtry , I nowthiuk 
all Idid too little: Plainneſs, freedom, watchfulneſs , fidcs 
lity , sball ſwell upon you in exceeding large comforts inyour 
ſuff-rings : The feeding ot Chriſt's lambs in private viſitations, 
& catechiſing , 1n patafull preaching, & fair, honeſt & free 
warning of the flock is a ſutfercr's garland, O ten thouſand 
times bleflcd are they,who are honoured of Chriſt to be fairhtul 
and painfull in wootng a Bride to Chriſt! My dear Brotier, 
I know ye think more onthis th:nI can write, & I rejoyce 


_thar yourpurpoſeis, inthe Lord?, ſtrength ro back your wrong- 


«d Maſter & to come out & call your {el Chrilt's man, = 
0 


= 
(273. ) : 
{many are now denying him , as fearing that Chrift cannot 
Joe for himſelt & them. am a loſt man for evcr,or this,this 1s the 
way to Salvation, even this way that thiy call Herefte, thar men 
now doe mock & coffar. 1 am coalirmed now that Chrift will 
accept of his {er vants ſuikerings as goud ſci vice to him at the day 
of his appearance , & rhar ere it belong he will Le upon u: all, & 
men in all cher black's & white?s hall be bioughrt out before 
God Angels ana Men. Cur Mafcr 1s nor far oft : Ch if we 
could wait on & be faichfall! The gcoodwillof him who dwels 
the bu:h , the tendcr favour & love; thc race of our Lo:d 
fs Chriſt be with you. - Help me with your pravers, & 
defire from me, other brethren to take courage for thelp 
Maſter . | | 
Abctd. Aug. 19. Yours mn bus frect Long 
16:7, leſris, S.R. | 


70 Mr JOHN MEIN B. 
(139) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I have been too long in 
anſwering your |ctrer, bur other buſineſs rook me up . 

I ani here waiting if the fair wind will turn upon Chril?s (ail;fa 
Setlind, & if deliverance: be breaking ourrto this overcleuded 
& d-nighred Kirk., ' Oh that we could contend by prayers & 
ſupplications with otir Lord for rhat cfc& ! * 1 know he hath 
not iyen our his laſt doom againſt this land. I have little of 
Chriitin this yrifon , but groanings & longings & deſires ; All 
my ſtock of Chriſt is ſome hunger! for him [| And yet I cannor. 
ſay but I am rich in that ] my faith & hope & holy practice of 
ew obedience are ſcarce worth the ſp-aking of : But blef{ed be 
My Lord whotakerh me , light & clipped & paughty & feck- 
Iſs as] am. I ſee Chriſt will norprig with m2 10: ſtand upogi 
ſtepping {tones , but comieth in at the broad tide without cere- 
monies or making it nice , to make a poor ranſomed onchis, 
pun, OthatIcould feed npon his breathing & kiffing and 
3 2945 
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emoracing , & upon the hopes of my meeting and his, why 


love=letters shall not goec betwixt us, but he shall be mcſſcnsq; 
himſelfthen: Butthereis required patience on our part till th 1 
ſurmer=Guit in heaven be ripe for us; itis in the bud, by: [ 
there bemany things todoe before our harycſt come: Andy: 0 
take ill withit & can hardly endure to ſer our paper=fice toon; i 
of Chriſt's ſtorms, andto gocto heaven with wer fect & paing - 
ſorrow: Weloverocarry heavento heaven with us, & woul 1 
' haverwo ſimmers in one year, andnolc(s then two heavens; , 

but this will not befor us, one, & ſuch an one, may luffice ug 
wellenough: Theman Chriſt gor but one onely , and5hal 7 
wehaverwo? Remember my love in Chriſt to your Fatherg . 
hclp mc with your prayers. 1f ve would bea deep Divine, [ : 
recommend to you Sanctification 2 Fear him, & he hall reyel ( 
his Coycnantto you. Grace be with you. | ( 
Aberd. Jan. 5. Y ozzr's tn has ſweet Lord I 
I637: Teſus, S.R. d 


To CARDONNESS Elke. Þ: 


h 
Much honoured Sin. (140) : 
| $ 


Race , mcrcy & peace beto you: Ihavelongedroher } |, 
lo from you & to know the eſtare of your ſoul & rhe eſtateot vt 
ghar pcople with you: I beſeech you Sr, by the ſalvation  £ 
ofyour prectous foul and the mercies of God, make good & ſure Þ | 
work of your ſalvation & try upon what gronnd-ſtone ye have I ,, 
buildsd. Worthy © dear Str, if ye be upon linking ſand, a I} ,. 
ftorm of death & a blaſt will looſe Chriſt & you and wash you Þ} 5 
cloſe off the rock: O for the Lord's ſake look narrowly tothe I} 
work! read over your life with the light of God's day=light p 
and fun ; for Salvation 1s nor caſten down at every man's door: | ,, 
It is good tolook to your compals & all ychave need of, ercyt | 1, 
rake Shipoing ; for no windcan blow you back again. Re- ff 
member when the race 1s cnded & theplay either won or loſt & JI 1, 
yearein the utmoſt circle & border of time & hall pur your | 
. ; o0r 
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| | 275 } | . 
f52t within the march of eternity & all your oood things of 
this short night=Jrcam Shall ſeem to you like the ashes of 2 
bleaze of thorns or ſtraw ,, & your poor ſoul $hall be crying , 
Lodging, lodginz , for God's ſake: Then shall your foul be more 
oladat one of your Lord's lovely & homely {mile:;then if ye had 
the charters of three worlds for all eternity . Let plcafures 
&gain, will & dcfires of this world be put over in God's 
hands, as arreſted and feneed goods that ye ca!not 13tromet 
vith; Now when vearedrinkin . theground of your cup & ye 
zeupon theutmolt ens ot caelatt link ofrime, & old age like 
dzath's long shadow 15 caſling a covering upon Four days, 1t 1s 
notime to court this vain ite, & toſer love & heart upon it; It 
near alter ſupper, ſeek reſt & eaſe for your ſoul inGog chrough 
Chit: Belecve mel fine it hard wreſtling to play fair with 
Chriſt & to keep good quarters with him, & kuep love tohim 
nint2griry & life, & to keep a conſtant courſe of found & ſolid 
dily communion with Chriſt; rempratarion; are daily break- 
ing the threed of that courſe, & it is not calle ro caſt a knor 
2gain, & many knots maze cvilwork. O how fair have many 
«hips been plying bctore the wind , that in an hout*s ſpace have 
bzen lying in the ſca bottom! How many ptofciſours caſt a 
colden lultre, as if they werepure gold, & yer are under that 
Skin & cover but baſe & rep:obate mettall! And how many 
keep breata tn their race many miles, & yet come $short of rhe 
prize & the garland! Dear #r, my ſoul would mourn tn ſecrer 
tor you , if I knew your caſe with God to be but falſe work ; 
Love tg have you anchored upon Chriſt makerh me fear your 
tottering & ſlips: Falſe nnder-warer not ſeen in the ground of 
an enltghtned confcience , is dangerous ; ſo is often tatling & 
lnningagainft light: Know this, that theſe who never had 
hck nights nor days in confci-nce for fin, cannot have bur ſuch a 
peace with God , 25 will undcrcot & break the eh again and 
end in a ſad war atdeath. O how teariully are thoufands 
beouiled with falſe hide growen over old fins, as if the foul 
werecured avd hezlked 1 Dear $17 , I ſaw ever nanire mighty 5 


TY 


lofty, heady & ſtrong in you, & it was wore fur youto be 


mortificed & dzad to the world then another commea man: we 
S 2 | will 
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willtakea low cbbe, &a deep cut & along lanccto goe tothe 
bottom of your woundsin ſaving humiliation , to make youa 
won prey for Chriſt: Be humbled, walk ſofily; down, down 
for God's ſake, my dear C9 worthy Brot.er , with your toplail ; 
Stoop, Stoop, 1t 1s a low entiy to g0C in at heaven's gates: 
Ther. is iafinire Juſticein the parry ye have ro doe with, it is his 
nature not toacquit the guilty & rhe finner: The Law ofGod 
will not want one farthing of the linner : God forgetteth not 
both the Cautioner & the inner , & every man mult pay eicher 
in his own perſon | O Lord fave you from that payment ] or 
1n his cautioner, Chuiſt. Ir 1s violence to corrupt nature for 
a manto bz holy, toliedown under Chrifſt*s fect, to quite will, 
pleaſure , worldly love, carthly hope & an itching of 1cart afe 
ter this fairded & overguilded world, & to be content that 
Chriſt trampleuponall, Comein, come into Chriſt and ſee 
what ye want & findeit inhim: He1srhe short cut | as we 
uſe to ſay] andrhe neareſt way to an ourgate of all your bur= 
dens: Idareavouch yeshall be dearly welcometo him , my 
ſoul would be glad to rake part of thejoy ye should have in 
him. Idarefay , Angelspens, Angels rongues, nay 2s ma- 
ny worlds of Angels as thereare drops of water in all the ſes & 
fountains and rivers of the earth , cannot paint him out ro you: 
I think his \weetneſs fince I was a priſoner hath ſwelled upon me 
ro the greatneſs of rwo heavens: O for a ſoul as wide as the 
outmolt circle of the higheſt heaven that containeth all, to con- 
rain his love! AndyctI could hold little of it. O world's 
wonder! O if my ſoul mighr burlie within the (mell of his 
love, ſuppoſe I could get no more bur the ſinell of it! O but 
it is lono to that day when I shall havea free world of Chriſt's 
love! O wiata fight to b2up in heaven in that fair orchard of 
the new Paradiſe, & to ſee and finell and tonch and kils that 
fair field =fower , that ever green rree of life! His bare sha- 
dow were enough for me, aiight of him would be the earneſt of 
heaven to me: Fy, fyuponus, that wehayelove lying ruſting 
betid? us, or whichis woiſe, waſted away upon loathſom ob- 
jets, & Chriſt 5:ould lie his alone, Woe, woeis me, that 


Sin hath made ſomany mad men, ſecking the fool's Paradif, 
- fire 


(277.) 
freunder ice , & ſome good and defircable thing without, an & 
apart from Chritt: Chrilt , Chriſt, notuing but Chriſt can 
own | c99! our love's burning languor ; O thirty love, wilt rhou 
- | @Chiiſt the welloflife rothy head & drinkthy fill ; drinkand 


wo ſpare n0t , dri ak love & SC drunken with Chri ſt: Nay alas, the 
ME! diſtance betwixt us and Chriſt is a death : O itwc were claſped 
God in other's arms! Weshould neyer twin again cxcept heaven 
2 twinned and c undered us , & that cannot be. I delire your 
her | children to ſeek this Lord: Dcfire rhem from meto berequeſtzd 
| or forChriſt's ſake to b: blefled & happy,and come & rake Chriſt 3: 


: allthings with him: Letthem beware of glaſly& ſlippery youth, 
hy of folish young motions, of worldly lufts , of deceiyable 


= oain, of wicked company , of curſing - lying , blaſpheming 
PA and foolish ralking : Let chem be filled with the Spirit, ac- 
oe quatot themſelves with daily praying , & with the ſtore-houſe 
_ of wiſdom and comfort, the good word of God. Help the 
wi ſouls of the poor people: O that my Lord would bring me 


again among them, thar 1 might tell uncouth & great tales of 
J Chiitto them! Receive not a ſtranger to preach any other 
doctrine torhem. Pray for me his priſoner of hope , I pray for 


&- you withour cealing : I write my blefſing , carncſt prayers, the 
_ love of God & the ſweet preſence of Chriſt to you and yours and 
_- theni. Grace , grace , grace be with you. 
he Aberd. 1637. Yaur [awful and loving 
N- ' Paſtor. S.R., 
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_ Right honourale C5 my wery worthy aud NebleLord. (141) 

0 

o Ut of the honourable & oood report that I hear of your 

)- Lo: goodwill & kindneſs in taking to heart the honoura- 

it ble cauſe of Chriſt & his ati&ted Church & wronged truth 'tm 

. this land, 1 make boldto ſpeaka word in paper to your Zo: # 
| S | this 


(278.) 


this diſtance, which I truſt your Lo: will take in o00d part, 


Itis your Lo: honour & credi: topur to your hand | as'yc doe, 
all honour to God ] to the failing & rotteting tavernacle of 
Chititio this your morker- Chutch, & to own Chriſt's Wrongs 
as YOur Own WLOITS, O blc{l-d hand which shall wipe aid 
dry the watery cycs of our weeping Lord Jeſus, now gol: o 
mounting 11 {ic:coth in his members, in his ſpouſe, io his 
tiuch & 11 the prerogative royal of his Kingly power ! He. 
needcth not ſervice and help from men , bur ir pleaſerh his wis- 
dom to mae the wants & Iicfics, forts and wounds of his 
ſpouſe, alt-14 & an officc-10ule for the zcal of his ſervantsto 
excrc.ic thumfelves in: Therefore, #2y ;: oble CJ dear Lord, 
gocon, goconintheiirengri ofthe Lord 2gaintt all oppoſi- 
tion to fide with wronged Chit : The defe ding & warding of 
ſtrokes off Chit; lus Bride, the King's daughter, is like a 
ece ofthe rcſt ofthe way to heaven, Knotty , rough, flor. 
wy & fall of thorns ; Many woull follow Chriſt , but witha 
reſervation,thar by open proclamation Chit weuld cry down 
croflcs, & cry up fairweatker & a ſummei-skic & ſun till we 
wereall fairly landed at heaven, I know your Lo: hathnor 
{olc red Cilit, butthatycintend to f-xch heaven, ſuppole 
your tather were ſtanding 11 your way, & to take it with the 
wind onyour face; for to both ſtorm & wind was on the fair 
face of your lovely fore-runner Ctriſt all his way. Ir is pol- 
lible rhe ſucceſs anſwer nor your defire 1n this worthy caule; 
what then? Duties are ours but cvents are the Lord's: & 
hope, it your Lo: & others with you chall goe on, todive to 
the loweit grou:2d & Bottom of the knaveiy & perfidious trea- 
chery toCkriſt , of the curſed & wretched Prelats , rhe Antt- 
Chriſt's frii-born & rhe tirft fruit of his foul womb, & hall 
deal with our Soveraign | Law going beforeyou ] for therca- 
ſonable & impartial hearing of Chriſt's bill of complaints 56 
ſcDyour felves tinglely ro ſeek the Lord & his fag: your righ- 
tcouſneſs shall break through the clouds, thar prejudice hath 
drawn over it:. & yeghallin the ſtrength of rhe Lord brivg our 
bant- hd & departing Lord ſefus home again to his Sanctuary, 
Neither muſt your. Lo: adyiſe with flesh & blood in this , but 


| wink 


(279.) | 
wink, &in thedarkreach your hand to Chriſt & follow him. 
Ler nor mens fainring diicourage you , ncicher be afraid of 
mens canny wifdom , who in this ſtorm take the neareſt shore 
&g0cto the Ice & calm fide of rac Golp:1, & hide Chriſt b: if 
er they had him] 1n their cabiners, as if they were ashamed 
ofhimn , or as if Chriſt were ſtola wares & would blush before 
the ſun. Ay very dear C9 :zoble Lord , ye have rejoyced the 
hearts ofimanyztiaat ye have madechoice of Chriſt & his Goſpel, 
whereas ſuch great remprations doe ſtandin your way : But I 
Joy. your prof-iſion the betr.r thar ir erdureth winds: If we knew 
ourſelves well, to want temprations 15 the greateſt temptarion 


of all; Neither is father nor mother, nor court, nor ho=-. 
nour , In this overluſtred world with all it's paintry & fairding | 


any thing clſe, when they are laid inthe ballance wich Chriſt ; 
hut feathers , Shadows, night-dreams & ſtraws. O if this 
world knew the excellency , ſweetneſs & beauty of that high 
& lofcy one, thar fLireſt among the ſons of mzn ! verily 
icy should ſee, iftheic love were bigger then ten heavens, all 
incircles without other, that 1t were all roo little for Chriſt 
our Lord. I hops your choice shall not repent you, when 
lif:shall come ro thar twilight betwixt Time & Ecernity, anl 
yeshall ſee the urmoſt border of Time & shall draw the curtain 
&lookinto Eterniry , & shall oneday ſee God take the hea- 
vens in his hands & fold them together likean old holly CAr- 
ment , & ſer on firethis clay-part ofthe creation of God, & 
conſume away in ſmoke & ashes the 1dol-hopzs of poor fools , 
who think there 1s not a better countrey then this low coun- 
trey of dying clay. Children can not make co:npariſon arighr 
betwixt this lif: and that to come; & therefore the babes 
Ffrhis world who .ſ{ceno better, mould in their own. brain a 


heaven of their own coyning , becauſethey ſceno further then 


the neareſt fideof Time. I darc lay in pawne my hope ofheayen 


that this reproached way , is the onely way of peace: I finder 


is the way that the Lord hath ſealed with his comforts now in 
my bonds for Chriſt : &1I verily cſteem & findechains & fer- 
ters for that lovely one Chriſt,to be watered over with fect 
conſolatians & the love-ſmiles ofthar lovely Bridegroom , for 
| S 4 __ who 
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whoſe coming we wait: & when hecometh , then $hall the 
bl:ck's & whites of all men come before the ſun, rh:n $hallth: 
Lord put a finall decition upon the pleas that Z1oz h:th with 
her adverſaries : And as faſt as Time poſteth away | whichnd. 
ther fitreth, nor ſtandeth, nor fleeperh } as falt is our hang. 
br:adth ofthis short wint:r=night fl-ing away & the skie of 
our long laſting day drawing near it's breaking. Except 
your Zo: depl aledtopiral tor m2 againt the tyr uny of Pro. 
lats, I: hall ve forgoctea in this priſon : for they did shape my 
doom according to their new l1a:+lefi, Canons, whichis , that 
a eprived miailter shall be utterly filznced & nor preach ar all 
which is a cr!121ty contrary totheir own former practices, Noy 
the onely wiſe God, tie very God of peace coofrm, ſtrengths 
en & cftabli:h your Lo- upon the ſtone laid 12 27072 & be wih 
you for evcr. | 


Aberd. 1637, Ye-er Lo: at all reſpective obed;ence in 


bis ſreet Lord Teſs, Sh 


— 


*- 


To JEAN BROWN. 
MISTRESE. tags) 
F ARace, mercy and peace berovou : Tong to hear hoy 
your loul profper:th: I carneftly defire your 0N-golng to- 
ward your couatr.y 3 I know yeſeeyour day melteth away by 
Jirtle & little, & that in horr time ye will be put beyond Times 
bounds; for [:feis a p3ſt that'ſtandeth nor ſill, & ou: joyes here 
are born weeping rather then laughing & they dir weeping: Sin, 
Sit, this body of tin and co.taption, imbitrereth & poifonerh 
all our enjoym:nts. O that I wete where I $hall fin no more! 0 
to be freed of thele chains & iron fetters that we Carry about with 


us ! Lord Jooſe th: (ad prifoners. Who of the children of God 


hayenor cauſe toſay, thar they haye their fill of this vain life, & 
like a full and fick ftomack townh art mid-ſupper, thar the ſupper 
were ended & the tabledrawen, that thefick man might win to 


bcd and ehjoy reſt?  Wehave cauſeto tire ar mid- ſupper of the 


| (2871. | 
beft meſſes that this world can RA up for us, and tocry ta 
God that he would remove the table & put theſtn={ic&fouls ro 
reſt with himſeif. O for along play-day with Chniſt, and our 
long laſting v4:azce of reſt ! Glad may their ſouls bethar are 
faovertheticth, Chriſt having payed the fraught: Happy 
xx they who have paſt their hard and weariſom time of ap- 
rentiship, and are now free-men and citizens 1n that joyful 
oh city, the new /cy#ſalem. Alas that we Should be glad of, 
ad rcjoyccin our tetters & out priſon-houſe & this dear Innes , 
alife of tin, where we are abſent from our Lord and fo far from 
our home, O that we could get bo:ids & law-ſurctizbip of our 
love, that it fiſten not ir ſelf on theſe clay- dreams, their clay- 
cadows and worldly vanities! We might be oitener ſeeing 
'vhat they are doing in heaven and our heart more frequently 
pon our ſweet treaſure above : We imell of rhe ſmoke of 
this lower houſe oftheeart", b:cauſe our heart and our thoughts 
rchere: | If we could haunt up with God , weshovuid fivll af 
heaven and of our countrey avove, & we Should look like our 
countrey and like ſtrangers or people not born or brought up 
hereaway : Our croſſes would not bite upon us , 1t we were 
heavenly minded, 1 know no obligation the ſaiurs have to this 
vorid, feeing we fare bur upon the {moke ofit, &1{rthere be 
any ſmoke in the houſe, it bloweth upon our eyes: all cur 
part of the table ts ſcarce worth adrink of water, & when weare 
ſtr1:en we dare not weep , bur ſteal our grief away berwixt our 
Lord and us, and content our {:1ves with ftoln ſorrow brhinde 
bacxs, God be thanked we have many things that fo ſroake us 
againſt the hair,as we may pray , God keep onr berrer home , God 
bleſs 07 Fat, c*s ow ſe, £5 rot thrs ſmoke trattlowerh ws 78 ſeck our 
beſt lodzimg , 1 am ure this is the beſt fruit 05 thecroſs, when 
ve from the hard fare of the dear Innes cry the more, that God 
would ſend a fair wind to I-nd u; hungrcd & cppre fied ſtrangers 
at the door of our Father's houſe, which ro 15 made 1n Chriſt 
our kindly heritage. O then ler us 'pull up the ftakes & ſtoups 
of our tent, & rake our tent on our back & SOC with our flit- 
ung r0cur beſt home, for kere wehave no conriraum city) 1am 
FaUtipg in hope here ; to ice what my Lord will do2 with me : 
| S's Let 
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pe” 1” ON LEES. orovide 
Ler him: make of me whath he plcaſeth ; providing he maky 


2 2 
ot b- 


olory tohimſcitout ofme, Icarenor, Ih Ope, yeaTl am noy 

fare, that Iam for Chriſt , & allthat I can or may makes for 
a. - , 'd f? g ut «4 ] 6) » £ 

him : Tam hiseverlafiing debrer or dyyour, & ſtill shall be, 


C 


for alas I havenothing for him & he getteth little ſervice of mel. 


Pray for me, that our Lord would be pleaſed to give me hoyſe. 
room , that I may ferve himin the calling he hath called me 
unto, Gracebe with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yours 112 his ſweet Lord 
leſutse Y. R. 


To ROBERT STUART. 


My Yery dear Brother. (143.) 


ſARace, mercy & peace betoyou: Ye are heartily wel« 
come to my world of ſuffering & hearrily wel-cometo my 
Mattcr's houſe , God give you much joy of your new Maſter: 
If havebeen ta the houſe before you,l were not ſaithfull to vive 
a F - - (Y, 
the houtc an ill name, or to ſpeak evil of the Lord of rhe family: 
I rather wish God's Holy Spirit { O Lord breath upon mewith 
that Sptzt ] ro tel] you the fashious of the houſe. One ring [ 
can ſay , by on-waiting ye will grow a great man with the Lord 
of the houſe: Hang on rill ye ger ſome cood from Chriſt: 
Lay all your load; & your weights by faith upon Chriſt: Eaſe 
your ſelf & Icr him bear all : hecan , hedow , he will bear you, 
howbcit hell » ereupon your back. 1 rcjoycethat heis come 
& hath choſ:n you in the furnace, it was eyen there whereye 
& heſertryſt, that is an old gateof Ch.iſt's, he keepeth the 
ood old fashion with you, that was in Hoſea's days, Hoſ. 2,14, 
Thcrefore bezold I will allure h:r C9 bring her tote wilderne / and 
ſpeak ro her hearr: There was no talking ro her heart while he 
& she w-rein the fair & Avurichiog city & ar eaſe; but out 1n 
the cold , hungry , waſte wilderneſs, he allureth her ,he whil- 
pered in ne-wes into her car there , & faid,, Thow art mize. What 
would ycthink of ſuch a bed? Ye may ſoon doe worſe rhen 
WY 
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Wr, Lord holds all, Lord leſus. 4 bargain bet , it Shall not goe 


ub onmy ſides Ye have gottei: a £1cat adyantageinthe way 
wkcaven,char ye have ſtart.d rothe gare inthe morning ; Like 
;bolas I was , I ſuffered my ſun ro vchigh in the heaven and 
«afternoon, before cver I roo the gate by the end: I pray 
ro NOW , KEEP the advantage ye have: My Keart, be not Lizics 
{tas quiczly up the b: ac On h:nds & fcet, as 1t thelaſt pickic of 
ind were running Out of Your laſs, & death were conumg ro 
wn the olals: & be very carctull to take heed ro your feet in 
at Jippery & dangerous way of youth , that yeare walwung 
0; The devil & temprations now have the adyartage of the 
kacof you , & are upon your wand=hard & your working 
hand: Dry timber willfoon take fire: Be covetous & greeiy 
ofthe grace of God, & beware thar it be not holineſs that com= 
ah only from the crols, for too many are that way clipoſed , 
d.78.34. When he flew tem then tiey ſonght kim G thcy 
uaned G5 exited casly after God. v. 35. Nevertie eſs ricy did 
fancy bam with their mouth ard they lycd wnto him with their 
jungues, Itis apart of our hypocrite to glve God :air white 
yords, when heharh us in his grips | if L may ſpeak fo] & to- 
ltrer him rill we win to the fair ficlds again, Try well 
rrcen godlinet5, and cx imine what tt 1s.yc lovein Chriſt : if 
jelove bur Ch:iſt's ſunny tide > & would have onely ſummer= 
rather & a land=zate, nor a {ca-way to heaven, your pio= 
{lion will play you a ſlip, and the winter=well will goedry 
ganin ſummer: Make no ſports nor bairos-play of Chriſt: 
ut Javour for a ſound & livcly tight of fin , that ye may judge 


J jour {cif an undone man, a damned flave of hell & fin, one 
tying in your own blood, except Chiiit ceme and ru2 upon . 
Jiou, &take you up ; and therefore make ſure & faſt work of 


converſion: Caſt the eairh deep ; and down, down with the 
od work, the building of confuſion that was there before , & 


Ir Chit lay new work & make anew creation within your: 


J ook if Chriſt's rain goeth down to the root of your withered; 


nants, and if his love wound your heart whileir blced with 


Jorrow for fin, &if ye can pant &fallafwoon & belikero 
J*< for thar lovely one, Jeſus; I know Chriſt will notto be hid 
where 


(284.) 
whers he is, grace will ever fpeak for it ſelf, be fruirfulli 
weldoing: Theſantificd crof; is a fruttfull tree, ir bringeth 
forth many apples. If I should tell you by ſome weak expei. 
ence what I have found in Chriſt, ye or others could hard| 
beleeveme: Irhought not the hundred part cf Chriſtlogp 
ſince that I doe now, though alas my thoughts are Riill ia. 
fiaitely bclow his worth. I haveadwining, tickly and pain 
life for a recall poſl-flion of him, and am troubled with loye. 
brashes and love-fevers, bur it is a ſweet pain :* I would reful 
no conditions , not hell cxeepred [reſerving alwayes Gods hy. 
tred ] to buy poſleſſion of Jeſus; but alas 1 am nota mechan 
who have any money to clve for him, I mutt eirher cometo; 
good cheap market where wares are had for nothing , elſe 
goe home empty: But I have caſtenthis work upon Chriſto 
get me himi{clt : I have his faith & rruth & promileſas a payne 
of his ] all engaged, that I shall obtain that which my hungry 
delires would be at, & I eſteem thar the choice of my happineh; 
And for Chriſt”, crols , eſpecially the garland & the flowerdf 
all croſles , zo ſuffer for his name, 1 citeem it more then I can 
write or ſpeakto you: And 1 write it under mine own hand 
toyou, it is one of the ſteps of rhe Jadder up to our countrey, 
& Chriſt [who ever be one] 1s ftill art the heavy end of this black 
tree, &ſoitis butasa feather rome: Inecdnot run ar leiſure 
becauſe of a burthen on my back , my back never bare the 
like of it, the more heavily crofled for Chriſt, the ſoul is fill $ 
the lighter for the journey, Now would to God, allcold. | 
blooded, faint-hearted ſouldiers of Chriſt, would look again 
ro Jeſus & to his love, & when they look, I would have them 
to lookagain & again, & hill themſelves with bcholding of 
Chriſt's b-auty , & I dare ſay then, that Chriſt should comein 
great court & requeſt with many : The virgins would flock faſt 
about the Bridegroom , they would embrace and rake hold 
of him & not ler him goe. But when I have ſpoken of him 
till my hcad rive , I have ſaid juſt nothing , I may begin 


again: AGod-head, a God-hzad isa world's wonder : Set " 
ten thouſand thouſand new made worlds of angels andelct | ; 
men.& doublethemin number,ten thouſand, thoutand,thouſape JF , 
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(285. 
times, let their heart & rongues be ren thouſand , thouſand 
times more agile & laige , then the hearr & rOngues of the Sc= 
hims that {tand with fix wings beforehim , 1ſ4.6.2, When 


ea have ſaid all for rhe glorifying & prailiag ofthe Lord Je- 
ſas, they have bur [poo little or nothing : his love will b:ide 
al poſſible creatu: es to praiſe, Oh if1 could war this rongue 
tothe ſtump in extolling his highne(s! bur iris my daily grow = 
10 ſorrow , that I am confounded with hi; incomparable love, 
% hedoeth ſo great chings for my foul, & he Tot Lever yet any 
thing of mc worth the ſpeaking of, Sr, 1 charge youhelp 
me to praiſe him: It1i; a shame to ſpeak of what he harh done 
Er me& what I doeto him agiin, [ am{ure, Chriſt hath 
many drowned Dy vours 1n heaven beſide him, & when weare 
conveened , man & angel, at the rear day in that fair laſt 
meeting , We are all bar his drowned Dyvours: Ir is hard to 
ſay who oweth him moſt: Ifmen could doe no more, 1 would 
have them to wonder: If we cannot be filled with Chriſt's loye; 
wemay bz filled with wondering, Str, I would I could pvr- 
ſyade you to grow fick for Chriit & to long after him, & be 
pained with love for himfelf; but his rongue1s in heaven, who 
candoeit i Tohim & his rich grace 1 recommend you. I 
pray you , pray for me & forget not topraiſe, 


Aberd. June- 17. Yours 1 his ſweet Lord 
1637. . ler. S.R, 
To the Lady 
GALITO1Kk TH 
MISTRESS. (rae) 


Race, mercy & peace beto you : 1long to know how 
matters ſtand betwixt Chriſt and your foul : I knowye 

hnde him ſtill the longer the >errer : rime cannot change him 
n his love: ye may. your (elfebbe & flow , riſe & fall, wax 
& wane , but your Lord is rhis day as he was yetterday : & ut 
is your comfort that your ſalvation is not rolled upon 
yhcels of your own making , neither haye ye to doe with 
aChrif 
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(286. 
a Chriſt « otyour own shaping g: God hath finglcd out a Medias 
ror , ſtroag, & mighty , ifye & your burden; were as heavy a 
ren hills or he!ls , hets ablcro bear you & fave you totheutt.r. 
moſt: Your ofren {cexing to him cannot make you a burden tg 
hin. Fknow, Chriſt con 'puſlionaterh 1 you & mat <eth a moanſo 
you in ail your damps,&Uader : our downcaſti N2S32Ut It 15 good 
fo: you that he hideth hinſ-Iffometimes, it is not nicenc fd 
nels, nor col: oats of love, that cauſeth Chriſt w ithdraw & ſlipin 
under 2curtain&a vail, that ye cannot ſcelhim ; bur ts K130W« 
eth, ye wy nr hear with up fatles, a fair calle, a full 
moo2& ahighſprinz-tide ofthis felr love,& alwaye. a Fir for 
mer-dav& aſiminer-ſan of af c. Ir & poll. {id & embracing Lord 
<3: - His kiſſes & ris vifitz eo his deareſt 0: cs are thin (oven: 
H- poet's not let out his rivers of Ioveupon his own, burrhcke 
rivers would ve Q h:zard to looſe ayoung, plant at the root; 
- & he knoweth th! 's of vou: Yeshould therefore friſt Chris 
kindnck as to it's ſenſible and full marif- ations, rill ye 
and he dz above ſun &. moon : that 15 the couptrey where 
ye will be eniarged for that | ove which ye dow not now core 
raln» Calttne burden or your {wect bib-s von Chriſt, & 
lighten your heart by laying your Ailupon himhe will he their 
God. I h: ope tol. eycu ap the mountain vet, od 1n the 
falvation of God: Frame vour If for Chrilt & oloom not 
upon his croſk. I findehim ſoſweet, thar mv love, ſuppoſe] 
would charge it to remove from Chriſt, itwonl] not obey me! 
His love hath ſtronger fingers then to ler goe it's grips of us 
bairns , who cannot IOC but by fuch ahold as Chriſt. I 
15 $004 that we want hos of our own, fince we may borrow 
from Chriſt: & 1t 150ur happin: "UW Chriſt ts under an att 
of caurtoary for heaven, & that Chriſt is booked - heaven 
as the principal debrer for ſuch poor bodies as we are. I requeſt 
you, givetheLamd you: husband thanks for his care of me, 
that he] hath appeared in publike for a priſoaer of Chriſt ; I pray 
& write mercy &peace & bleſſings to hum & his. Grace, gract 
c with you for ever. 
Aberd. 16 37s Torts i hrs ſweet Lord 
| leſas S. R. 
. : Ty 
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(287) | | 
To Mr JOHN FER GUSHILL. 
(145) 


Race, mercy & peace be royou: My longings & deſires 

for a fight ofthe new builded rabernacleof Chritt again in 
Srorland, that tabernacle that came down irom heaven , hath 
now taken ſome 1 fe again, henl ſee Chriſt making a mint to ſow 
vengeance among his enemies, Icarenor, 1tth1; land be ripe 
fortuch a great wonderfull merc7;Þut | know he muſt doe, when 
ever it is done, withour hire. I findethe grief of my filence & my 
fartobc holdcn at the door ofChriſi's houſe ſwelling upon me: 8 


Reward £5 Dear Brother, 


terruth is, wereitnotthat Iam dared now & then with picces of 


Chriſt's ſweet love & comforts , I fear I should have madean ill 
browſt ofthis honourable croſs, that I know ſuch a ſoft & filly 
ninded body as I am,is not worthy of:For I havelitrle in me bur 
nels & ſuperlative & exceſſive apprenenfions of tear & ſadneſs 
& ſorrow,& often God?s terrors doe ſurround me,becauſe Chriſt 
boketh not ſo favourably upon me, as a poor witneſs would 
tayehim: AndI wonder how I have palt ayear & aquarter's 
impriſonment withour shaming my ſweet Lord , rowhomT 
detireto be fairhfull; & I think I shaildie but even minting & 
jwing toferve & honour my Lord Jclus; Few know how 
toom & empty 1 am at home ; bur ir is a part of Marriage-love 
& husband-love, that my Lord Jeſus goeth not to the ſtreets 
with his cluding againſt me: Ir 15 bur {toJn & concealed anger 
that I finde & feel, & his glooms tome are kepr under roof, 
thathe will not bave mine enemies hearing whar is betwixt me 
&Chriſt: Aod belceve me, I fay the rruth in Chriſt, the 
onely gall and wormwood in my cup , & that which hath filled 
me with fear ; hath been , leſt my fins , that ſun & moon & the 
Lord's children were never witneſs to, should have moved m 
Lord toſttike me with dumb ſabbaths: Lord pardon my 
&weak jcalcuſies, if I be here in an error. Ay very deay 
Brother , 1 would have looked for more large & moreparticular 


letters from you , for my comfort in this ; for your words before 


laveſtrengthned me; I pray you , mendthis: & be thankfull 
and 
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(288; | 
& pain ul while ye hayea piece or mM of theLora's vinzyu} 
todrels, O would to God, I could have lcave to tollow youy 
break the clods! bur I wich I could command my foul tilences 
wait upon theLord.I am ſure whileChrift lives I am well enough 
friend-ſtzad: I hope he will extend his Kindnels & power ji 
me; bur God bethanked , it is not worſe with me then a cre Þ Na 
for Chriit & his truth, I know he might have pitched wyaffþ pi 
many more choiſe & worthy witneſſes , if he had pleaſed; on # 
I ſ-:k no more | be what timber I will, ſuppoſe [ were mid: o Þ yo 
a F12CC of hell ] then that my Lord in his tnanite art , hew glonÞ V 
to 15 name & enlargement ro Chris Kingdom our of me. C\ÞÞ 
that I could attainro this, rodefire that my part of Chriſt mig} | BY 
be laid in pledge for the heighrning of Chrifi's th:onein By. Þ C 
e4,n! Let my Lord redeem the pledge, or, 1* heplaaſe, kN fr 
it fink & "drown unredeem-d : Fur what canl add? tohim:ÞÞ P 
Or what way can a ſmothered and born=Jown priſoner fer out Þþ * 
Chriſtin open market as a lovely & defircable Lord to many Þþ * 
fouls? Iknow he fieth ro his own glory better then my cbbe I * 
rioughts can dream of, & that thevvhcels & paces of this poor Þ ? 
diſterapered Kirk are in his hands, & that things shall rolla þ | 
Chriſtzwill have them: Onely, Lord tryſt the matter ſo, a 
Chriſt may be made a housholder & Lord again in Scerl zz, and 
wet faces for his departure , may be dricd at his {weet & nuch 
delired welcome-hoxme, I (celn all our trials, our Lord will not 
mix our wares & his grace over head through other ; bur he will 
have each man to know his own, that the like of me may ſayin 
my ſufferings, This is Chriſt*s grace, E9 this i: vr my coanſeſiif, 
thts is free grace C5 this ts but nature and rea ſor : We know 
what our legs would play us , if they should: carry us 
through all our waters: and the le:ſt thing out Lord can 
have ef us, is, to know we are grace's debrers ; or grace'sdy- 
yours, & that n47wre is of a baſe houſe & blood , & grace is better 
born & of kin & blood to Chriſt & of a bettzr houſe, Oh that 
I were free ofthat Idol that they call 2zy ſelf, 8& thar Chriſt 
were for my ſcIf, & my ſelf a decourted cipher & a denied & for- 
ſworn thing ! Bur that proud thing z2y ſelf, will not play 
EXCEPT It ride up lide for fide with Chriit, or rather have 
place 
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| 289.) 
place before him, O wy ſelf, another devil, as evilasthe 
prince of devils if chou could give Chiilt the way & take thine 
own room , Which is to fit as low as nothing or corruption ! 
O but we have much need to be ranſomed & redeemed by Chriſt 
fom that maſter-ryrant , that cru-1 & lawleſs Lord , owr ſelf! 
Nay,when I am ſeckingChrift & our of my elf, lhaverherhud 

atof a ſquint eye upon that vain, vain thing, wy ſclf, my 
ff , & ſomctiing 05 22 wa: But I mat hold here. 1 defire 

outo contribute yotr help, to fee it Ican bereſtored ro my 
waſted & loſt lock: I fee not howir can be; except the Lords 
would procure mea liberty to preach; & they havereaſon: 1. 
Becauſe the oppofers & my adverſaries have practiſa} thur n2w 


| Canons upon me, whereof one 15, That 70 deproved Minter 


predry under tire pam of Cx03/23/728871CALTD 2, 2, Bec aule my op= 
poting of theſe Canons was a ſpecial thing that inc-n{ed Srdſerf 
zoainſt me. 3. Becauſe I was Indictally accuſed for my book 
zoainſt the .1Lrmiziarns, & commanded by the Chancelionr to 


acknowledge I had done a fault in writing azainſt Dy ach fer ; 


2 wicked 1197472142. Pray for a room in the houle to me. Grace, 
| gracebe,[as itis ] your poition: 


Yorrs 42 his ſweet Lord 
te ISS» 2 R, 


Aberd. 16 37- 


To JOHN STUART. 


Proveſt of AZry 
Worthy Ser. (146.) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I long forcherime 
when [ shall ſee the beauty ofthe Lord ia his houſc,S would 
beas glad ofit, as ofany fight on carth, to ſee the halt, che blinde 


&thelame, come back to Zion with ſupplications, Jcr. 3 1, 8,98 


going & weeping & ſeeking the Lord , asking the way to 2197 
vith their faces thither ward 7.5 0.5,6- & to ſcerhe WOMman tra- 
relling in birch,deltvered ofthe man childe,ofa blefledReforma- 

; | | T r4O! 
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90. 
tion, If this land werehumbled,i would look that our skie sheuld 
clear & our day dawn again, & yeshould then blefs Chriſt whois 
content ro ſay y..ur travel, & to give himſclt royouin pure 
ordinances on this tide of the ſea, I know , the mercy of 
Chriſt is engaged b promiſe to Scotland , notwithilanding he 
bring wrath , as Ifear heshall , upon this land. Iam watting 
on for enlargement , & half content that my faith bow , if 
Chriſt whilehe bow it, keepit unbroken;for who goeth through 
a fire without a mark or a ſcald. I fee the Lord making uſe of 
this fireto fcour his veſlcls from. their ruſt. Oh thar my will 
werefilznt& as a childe weaned from the breaſts ! Pſal. 130, 
But alas, who hath a heart thar will give Chriit the laſt word 
in flyting , & will hear & nor ſpeak again ? Oh conteitations 
8 quarrclous replies | as a ſoon ſadled ſpirit , I doe well ro ve angry, 
even 70 the death, 1032.4 :9. | Smell of the ſtink of ſtrong 
corruption ! Oblc{ſtd ſoul that could ſacrifice his w/ll & goe 
to heaven having loſt his wall & made refignation of ir to Chriſt ! 
I wou!d ſeck no more but that Chriſt were abſolute Kirg 

'over my will, & that my w#/ll were a ſufferer in all crofles, with. 
out mecting Chriſt with ſucha word, »hyzs atthus* I with 
fill thar my love had but leave to ſtand beſide beautifull Jcſus, 
& to getthe mercy of looking to him & burning for him , ſup- 
pole poſlcfiion of him were ſuspended & friſted , till my Lord 
fold rogetner the leaves & two lides of the little shepherds tents 
ot clay. - Oh whatpain is in longing for Ch:it under an over= 
C:ouded and eclipſed aſſurance! Whar is harder then to burn 
and dwine with lonoing; and deaths of love, & then to have 
s - Wes >, ER” # — 
blanks & uninked paper for aſfurance of Chriſt 1n real fruition 
cr poſſeſſion? O how ſweet were one line or halfa l-rter of 
a written aliurance under Chriſt's own hand ! But this 1s 
onrexecciſe daily , that gaelrieſs Shall overmiſt and darken 
aſſurance: It is a miracleto beleeve , but for a {inner to be» 
lecveisrwo miracles. But O what obligations of loveare we 
ender ro Chrilt , who bearcth with our wilde apprehentions, 1n 
ſuffering them torick-nameſwecr Jeſus & ro pur a lye upon his 
Cood naine ! Ithehad nor been God ; and iflong-ſuffering in 


Chri& were nor like Chriſt kimſelf, we should long —_ _ 
roken 


DE DES | Ly} | = 

Lroken Chriſt's mercies in two pieces, & put an iron bar upon 
our own falyation, thar mercy should not have bcenablets 
break or overleap; but long-ſuffcring in God, is God himſelf, & 
that is ou: (alvatton, & the {tability of our heaven is in God: He 
knew ( who {aid C kr.ſi 472 your ?Le rope of glory. Col. 1. 27. For our 
hope & the bottom & pillars of it is Chriſt-God] tinners arean= 

chor-falt & made itablcein God : Sorthar if God doenot change 
(which i: impoſſible] then my hope hall nor AuCtuar, O ſweer, 
ſtability of ſu. c- bottomed ſalvation ! Wiocould win heavenif 
this were not * & who could be faved if God were not God , & 
if hewere not ſuch a God as he 153 O God be thanked that 
our Salyartion 1s coaſted & Janded & soged uvon Chritt , who + 
is maſter of winds & ftorms ! & what fca- winds can blow the 
coaſt orthe land out of 1:'s place? Bulwarls are oficn caſten 
down, bur coaſts are rot removed ; but ſuppeſe that wee, 
ormight be, yet God cannor reel vor remove, Ohthar w e 
goe from this ſtrong & unmoveable Lord , & rharwe looſe 


our ſclvcs (ifir were 10 Our power ) from him | Alas, our 
oreen & YOUng love hath notraken with Chiiſt , as Being uns 


xcquainted with him: He is ſuch a wide & broad & deep &: 
bizh & ſurpaſſing ſweerneſs , thar our loveis too little for him : 
But O if our love, li:tle as 1t1s , could tare bard with his great 
& huge {weerneſs and tranſcendem excellency! O rhrice bleficd 
& ererrally blcflcd arethey, who are out ofthemſclyes &a-' 
boverhemſelves, thatthey may b-in love united ro him 1. T 
am ofren roiling up & down the thoughts of my faint & ſick de- 
fires of expreſiing Chritt's glory before his peopie ; bur I ſeenot” 
th:oug the rhrong of impediments,& cannot finde eyes to look 
higher, and ſo 1 put many rhings in Chriſt's way to hinder - 
him , that I know he would butlaughar, & with one fſtrideſer 
bis foot over themall.' 1 know not ifmy Lord will bring me 
to his ſanEtuary or not ; bur I know he hath the placing of me 
either within or without the houſe, & that not hing witl be dong 
without him: But I am often thinking & ſaying within my (IF; 
thar my dayes flecaway, an1Iſ-eno good, neither yet Chrift's 
work thriving ; anc. itislikethe grave $ha!l prevent theanſs 
we of my deiires of faving fouls as | would : bur alas 1 cannot | 
T 2 mag 


| - CAS _ 

make right work of his wayes, I neither fpell nor read my 
Lord's providencearight: My thoughts goc a way, that Ifear 
they mect not God ; forir is lixe God will not come the way 
of my thoughts: & I cannot be taught ro crucitiero him my 
wisdom & deſires, & to make him King over my thoughts; 
for I would have aPrinccdom over my thoughts & would bold. 
ly & blindly preſc11beto God , & guide my (elf ina way of my 
own making: Eut I hold my peace here , let him doe bis will, 
Grace , grace be with you, 


Aberd. 16 3.7% Y ory's 1n 1s ſweeteFt Loyd 
and Maſicr, S: Ki 


To CARSEVD T H, 


Mech honexzred Sir. (147) 


| hs to hear how your ſoul proſpercth, I carneſtly deſire you 
totry how matters ſtand between your ſoul & rheLord: think 
itnocaſy matter to take heaven by violence: Salvation cometh 
now to the moſt pait of men ina night dream: there isno 
ſcarcity of faith now , ſachasitis; for yeshall not now light 
upen the man, who will not lay he hath faith in Chriſt : but 
alas ! dreams make no man's rights. w#*x2hy Sir, I beſcech you 
inthe Lord, give your foul no reſt till ye have reall aſſarance& 
Chriſt's rights confirmed & ſcaled to your foul: Thecon« 
mon faith & countrey-holinets & week-day's zeal that is among 
people, will never bring men to heaven; Take pains for your 
{alvation , forin that day when ye hall ſee many mens labours 
& conqueſts & idoJ=riches lying in aches , when theearth & all 
the works thereof shall be burnt with fire, O how dear aprice 
would your ſoul giye for God's fayour in Chriſt ! It is a bleſſed 
rhing to ſcek Chriſt with up-fun, &'to read over yourpapers & 
ſoul-accounts with fair day-light : It will : ot bettmeto cry for 
a lamp when the Bridegroom 1s entred into, his chamber & the 
door :hy:r- Fy, {y upon blinded & baſe ſouls who are com- 
mit 


© a 


| — 26 


CG. De wn > cf Yfmasn A 


[2 
mitting whoredom with this 1dol-clay& hunti ng 2 poor wretch- 
ed hungry h-ayen, a hungry break-faſt, aday's meat, from this 
hungry world,with the forcoiting ofGod*s favour & the drinking 
over their heaven over the board | as men uſe to ſpeak ] for the 
hughter & ſports of this short forenoon! All that is under this 
aut ofherven&berwirt is &dearh,& in this fide offun &moon, 
are but royes,nighr-viſions , head-fancies , poor shadows,watery 
froth, godls vaitics at thor beſt, & black hearrs & (alt & ſowre 
miſcr1:s ſugared over & confc&:d with an hour's laughter or two 
& the conccir of riches, honour, vain, vain Court & lawleſi plea- 
ſuzes, Sr, if ye look both to the laughing {ide & the wecpws {ide 
of this world,& if ye look mor onely upon the skin and colcur of 
thinos , but in to their inwards & the heart of their excellency, 
» chall fe that one look of Chriſt's (weer & lovely cye, one 
kiG ofhis faireſt face, 1s worth ten thouſand worlds of {ch rot- 
xn ſtuff a5 the foolish ſons of men [cr ticir heart upon. Oh 
Sr, turn, turn your heartto the orher ſide of things, & get 
it oace free oftieſe entanglements, to coniider Etermity,Death, 
the clay-bed th: Grave, awſom Judgement, .everlaſting burn - 
ing quickin Re.l, w here Death would giveas great a price [if 
there werea Mariet where Death might be bought & ſold] as all 
the world. Conſider heaven & glory : Butalas, why ſpeak 
I of conſidering theſe things which have not entered into 
thehearr of mano conſider? Loox into theſe depths | without 
bottom ] »lovetaeſfs, fweetn=ls, beauty, excellency, glory, 
goodne!s, grace & mercy thar arein Chrift, & yeshall rhca cry 
down th? whole world & all theglocy ofit, even when 1t 15 
cometo the ſummer=bloom , & ye shall cry up with Chriſt ,up 
with Chriſt's fatucr , up with eternity ofglory. Sr, thereisa 
rear deal of leſs ſand in your glaf. then when I ſaw you, & your 
afternoon is nearer even-tide now then it was. Asa flood carried 
back to theſea, ſo doth the Lord? ſwi:t poſt, T2,carry you & 
your life with wings to the grave:Ye cat&drink,butTime ſtand- 
«th not ſtill;yc laugh, but your day fecth away,y<fleep,but your 
hours are reckoned & pur by hand. O how ſoon will Timeshug 
you out ofthe poor & cold & hung!ty Innes of this life! & then” 
what will yeſterday's shot-born plcaſures doeto you, bur be- 
: Þ-4 as 


(294) 
45 aſnow-ball melted away many years fince, or worſe; for the 
memorie of thefe pleaſures uſcrh ro fillthe {cul wit birrerneſſe: 
Time & exp-ricnce will prove. thi. to be true, & ayihg men, 
if they couid {j (PEA: » would mate this good : Lay no moreon 
the creatures ticn they are able/to carry : Lay your ſoul and 
your weights upon God: Make him your onely , onely veſt 
belov.d: Yourerrand to this life is to makeſure an eternity 
of ol glory to your ſoul, & to match your ſoul with Chriſt : your 
love, if itwere more then all the love of Angels in one, ts 
Chriſt's due : Other things worthy in themſelves, in 
reſpec or Chiilt are not woith a windlcliraw , or a drink 
of cold watcr. I doubr not bur in death yeviliſceallthig og 
more diſtinctly , and that then the world $hell bear no more 
bulke then itis worth, & that then ir Shall coucic & be contraGted 
into nothing , & yeshall ſce Carilt loyger , higher, b: -oader & 
deeper theneve er he was, O blfltd' conquelt tolof: all things 
& to gain Chriiit ! Iknow not what ye have 1t ye want Cluit: 
Alas, how poor is your gain if the arch werc all; YOUrs 11 fice 
heritage, hol ding} it of no man on t clay \ if Chriſt be not yours? 
O leek all mizics, lay all oars in the water, pur toith all your 
power, & bend all your endeavours to put away & part with 
allthings, that ye may gain & enjoy Chuſt: tiy & lrearch his 
word,& i{triveto goca ltep above & be cyona We V prof; flours, 
& relolveto ferent more & run faſter rien they doe for Salvation: 
meis mid-way , colaand wife courſes in eoliceſs , and their 
neigh :bour=!1:e cold & wile pace to heaven , will caule many 
a an want ts lodging at night & iteinthe fi: Ids. | recom= 
mend Chriſt &: his love to your ſecking , & your {lf ro the 
tender mercy & rich | Qrace of our Lord. Eowmcnber my love 
in Chriſt to your wie: Idclute herto Jearnro make her ſoul's 
anchor faſt upon Chrit himſelf: Few are faved: Lethr cons 
fider what joy the ſwiiles of God in Chiift will be , 6 whar the 
love-kiffes of fweer , ſweet Jeſus, & a welcomc hone to the rew 
Jeruſalem from Chriſt's own mouth , will berto her ſoul; when 
Chriſt shall fold tog cther the clay | rent other body and lay ir by 
;his hand for a time, till the fairr morning of the generall reſur- 
region, I ay ouck b. fore God, man and Angel , that 1 have 
not 
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not ſeen, nor can imagine | to be comparable to lovely 
:fus: - I would not exchange or niftechim with ten heavens : 
If heaven could be without him , what could we doe there. 
Grace , grac? be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. T 027 oral 's ef. ral well- 
WiSECY » OR 


To CASSINCARRIE. 


Much konoxred Str. (148.) | 

Race, mercy and peace be toyou : Ihavebeen too long 

12 writing to you.l am confident ye havelearned toprize 
Chiiſt & his love & favour morethen orclnary pcofeflours,who 
Garce ſee Chriſt with half an eye, becauſe their fight 15 taken 
up with eylng & idung the beauty of this over= zuileded 
world that promiſerh fair to all 1s loyers, bur 1n the 
push ofa trial when necd is, can give vothing bur a fair begule, 
[know-ye are not 197norant that nien come not to this world as 
ome do2 to a market, to fee and be ſeen, or as ſome 
come to behold a May-game, and onely ro behold and to 
ooe homeagain: Yecame hitherto treat with God & to tryſt 
with him ia his Chriſt, for ſulvationto your ſoul, & to ſeek recon- 
cilation with an angry and wrathful God in a covenant of 
peace made to you in Chriſt , & rhisis more then an ordinary 
ſport or the play that the greateſt part of the world give their 
hearrunto: And therefore, Werrhy Sr, Ipray youbythe 
falvation of your ſoul and by the mercy of God & your com 
pearcnce before Chriſt, docthis tn ſadfearneſt, & let nor ſalvatt- 
on bz your by-work or your holy-day*s taskon-ly , ora work 
bythe way: For men think thatthis may bedoneinthreg 
dayes ſpace on a feather-bed , when death: & they arefallen in 
hand; rogether , and that with a word or two tney s'1all make 
their ſoul- matters right: Alas, thisis to{ir looſ- and unſure 
inthe matters of our ſalvation: Nay,the feeking of this world 
& the olory of it, is but an odde & by-errand that we may ſlip, 
fobeing we make ſalyation ſure, Oh when will men learn tg 
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296, 
be that heavenly wiſe as bye} from & free their ſoul of al 
Ido!=lovyers, apd rake Chriſtthe onely onely One, andtrimg 
makercady thctr lamps while they haye time and day! How ſoon 
will this houſe skatl and the Innes where the poor toul lodeehh 
f:llrotheearth ! How ſcon will ſome few years pals away, & 
then when theday 1s ended & this life's leaſe expired , whathaye 
men ot world's glory, but dreams & thoughts ? Ohow bl. 
{cd athing 151t to Jabour for Chriſt & to make him ſure! Knoy 
and try in time your holding of him andthe rights and charters 
of heaven , and upon what terms ye have Chiift andthe Goſs 

|, and what Chiuit 15 worth in your cſtimatton , and hoy 
lightly yecſtcem of other things ard how dearly of Chriſt! [ 
am ſure1f yeſccbimin his beauty and glory, yeshall ſce him 
robeallthings, ard that inccmparable jewel of goldrhat ye 
Shonld ſeek, howbcit ye should {cil, wod-lſer & forteir your fey 
years portion ofthis life's joyes, O happy ſcul for evermorewho 
can rightly compare this life with that long-laſting life ro come, 
& can ballance the weighty glory of the one, with the light gold. 
en varity otthe other! The day of the Lord is row near hand, & 
all meshall! cemeourintheir black*s &whire*s as they are: There 
shall be no borrowed lying colours inthat day, whenChriſt hal 
be called Ckritt & no lon ecr nicknamed : now men borrowChrift 
& his white colour & the luſtre & farrding of Chriſtiapity.; but 
how many cour tcrfcit masks will be burnt in the day of Ged,in 
the fire, that shall burn the earth & the works that arc init: Ard 
howbeirt Chriii bave the hardcſt part ofit now, yet in the preſence 
of my Loid whom] ſerve in the {pirit , I would not vifter or x- 
change Chn{'s priſon , bands & chains , with the gold chains& 
Lordly rer.ts, & imiling & happy-l1k - heavers of rhe men of this 
world. Iamfu from thoughts of repenting becauſe of my leſſe 
& bonds {or Chit, I wich all my advei farics v ereas I am except 
my bonds. Worthy, worthy, worthy for cyermore1s Chriſt,tor 
whom weshon!d tuffer pains ike heli's pains, far mozerhe on 
hell rhar rc fairs of God have in this lite. Er, I wish your ſoul 
may bc moreaccpainted with the ſweetneſs of Chriſt. Grace, 
Crace be with you. 

Abad.1637, Terrs mkis ory Lord & Maſicr, E, ” 
9 / | 


To his Ta:ishoners at eAnroth. 


Dearly beloved in our Lord. (149). 


Race, meicy & peace {rom God our father & from our 
Lo1d Jelus Chit be multiplicd upon yeu; Llong cxceed- 
10.9 £O hear of your ON-ColNg & advancement In your journcy 
the Kingdom of Gou: My onely joy out of heavycu is, to hear 
that the ſeed of God fowen among you is growing & ccming to 
an harvelt; for I ceal.d not while I was among you, 1n ſeaſon 
&cut of ſeaſon [according to the mcaſure ot grace givenunto 
me] to warn & itir up your Mindes , & 1 am free fromthe blood 
of ail men, farT have communicated ro you the vhole counſel 
of God: And I] now again charge & warn you in the great & 
dread:ul] name, ard in the foveraign. a chority of the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords; and [I beſeech you allo by the 
mercies of God, and by the bowels of Chriſt , by your ap= 
pearance bezore Chritt jcli's our Lord , by all theplagucs that 
ae written in God's book: by your part of the holy city, the new 
Jauſalem , that ye keep the tiuth of God as | dei:vercdit to 
you, bcfore many witrefies , in the fighr of God and his lioly 
Ancels ; for now thelaſi dayesare come & coming when many 
foriake Chriſt Jeſus, & he ſaith royou, wil ze aife leave 2:07 Re= 
member that 1 ferewarned you zo fo:bear rhe ds..0; cxrirg of the 
ale zame, in fycaring, bauphen.ing, curling , _ 
tre pre » of tie Lird0s [oibbritiy; willing yo otvethat 
as gong ne. _— = : : *y Ys a 5 
0 G franing » pranrgs han 14 
of the word, cenferrmg , and ſrcaking nt yorr oxn words 
but Gea's word , thinking a. d meauniting on Goa's marnte, 
word and works; And tar cory day at morelng and at 7191.8 
[ at leaſi ] ze shce:ld ſerfee fc Lord by praying 432 Cur Lowe 
es prblickry mm te femug of all; that ye Stud 173 any 
ſore forb-ar the recerving of ive Lord's ſrpjcr, ler offer ile 
farm that 1 delrvered it ro 102 , accraing tt thc exampic of Ci riſk 
er Lord, that is, that yeshowd hit as baycuerters , at onerable 
vith our King, &cat & drink, & ciyicc the Clements One 
| $-:4 r@ 
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toanother! Thetimber & ſtones ofthe church walls 5hall bey 
witneſs that my ſoul was refreched wich the comforts of Godin 
that ſupper; and that cro//i1g rm bapr: ſme was mlanfuil and 
againſt Chrift*, o:4Inances; And 747 20 day [belides the fhb. 
bath which 15 of kt. own appointment] old bc kept i oly, and 
ſanRized with preaching & the publick worship of God forthe 
memory of Cirift's birth, dearh, reſurre&ion & :iccntion; 
ſeeing uct dayes {o obf. rved are unlawfull, wil-woryty p, and 
nor warranted 1n Chriſt's word ; And tht every thirz7 im Gal! 
wer; rot arrated by Chris Teft ae. £5 word, ws znlgw. 
#11; Ard alio, rhar idolatry, worsþippmg of God before tailoned 
cr.oAtumes, C59 adommng if C THC by kncelms before bread C5 wine was 
7:inifull; And rhat ye sould be humble , ſaber, modeſt , for. 
bearing prize, exvy, malice, wrath, hatred. contentim , de- 


_ 


bate, lying, flandering, ficalmng, 05 defrauding your neighboms 
a2 fr2ſs, cornor catteli, in buying or ſelling , borrow or lend, 
872g or g,umy , tt bargains or covena;rts; And tint ye Should 
work with yorer ox hands, C5 be content wit: t. at which God hath 
given you 5; That ye chould fiudre ro know Ged © has will , and 
keep 1/2 mmrd: the docirme of the C atzchifrne which 1 taught you care- 
feully , and ſpeak of it m yourinuſes ard m tie fidlds, wienyeln 
Howe at nigit, ard whe ye riſe wa the morning ; That yeshould 
beiceve in the Sor > God and obey kis command ments , and learn 
70 make your accouss m ime with your judge, becauledeath 
& judgement are beiore you: A:d it ye have nowp-nury 
and want of that word which I delivercd to you 11 abun- 
gance ; yea ſto God's honour I ſpeak it, without arrogatins 
any thing tomy (elf, whoam bur apoor ewpty man } ye hadas 
much ofthe word 12 nine years whilc { was among you,as ſome 
gthers havehad in many * | Morn for your loſs of time & rc» 
pot: My fou'pitieth you that ye should fuck dry breaſts, & 
bepur todraw ar diy wells, 'O that ye would eftzem highly of 
the lamb of Gud , your welbeloved Chriit Jeſus , whoſe ver- 
cues and praiſes I preached unto you with joy, & which hedid 
conmntnance & accompany with ſome power ; and that ye 
wou'd. call to minde the many fair dayes and lorious feaſts in 
gur Lord's houſe of wine, that ye andI have haye had ere 
Cari! 
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(299.) | : 
Chriſt Jeſus ! But if there be any among you that takeliberty 
q fin, becauſe am removed fromamongſt you, and torger 
hat word of truth which ye heard,and rurn che grace of God 1n- 
0 wantonels ; 1 here under my handin the name of Chritt my 
Lord, write to ſuch perſons all ze plagues of Cod OS the curſes t..48 
rr 1 preached tn the pulpit of Anworh agatnſt the children of 
lobezezce: And as the Lord liveth the Lord ſefus $hall make 
rod what 1 writeunto you: Thercfore, Dearly beloved, ful- 
ill my joy: Fear the greit anddrcadfull name of the Lord : 
bek God with me, Scorland?s judgement {lceperh not , awake 
krepent: theſwordof the Lord shall goe from the North to 
the South , from the Eaſt to the Weit and through all the 
tarners of the lind , and that ſword shall be drunk with 
your blood among{t the firſt; & I Shall ſtand up as wit= 
nels agatzft you , it ye doe not amend your wayes and 
your doings, and turn to the Lord, with all your heart : I be. 
leech you alſo my b:lowcd n theLord,my joy GG my Crown, oftend 
not ar the ſufferings of me, the priſoner ot Jetus Chriſt ; Iam 
filed with joy and with the comtorts of God: Upon my (al- 
ration I know & am perſwaded it is for God's Truth and the 
Honour of my King & Royall Prince Jeſus I now ſuffer : and 
howbeit this town be my priton , yet Chuſt hath made it my pa- 
ce, a garden of pleatures , a field & orchard cf delights: [ 
know likewiſe albu1t I be in bonds, thatyer the word of God 
knot in bonds , my {pirit alſo 1s in freeward: Sweet, (vyect 
have his comforts been to my ſoul: mypen, tongueand heart 
havenot vyordsto expreſs the Kindneſs, love & mercy of my 
welbcloved to mc in this houſe of my pilgrimage. Icharge 
you to fear & love Chriſt, & to ſeek a houſe not made vvith 
bands, bur your father's houſe aboye: This lauzhing and: 
viiteskinned world beguileth you ; & if yeſeekit morethen. 
God, it sha'l play youa flip, to the endleſs ſorrow of your heart: 
Alas, I could not make many of you fallin love v-1th Chriſt , 
howbeit { endeavoured to peat much good of him, & tocom- 
mend him to you | which as 1t was your tin, foitis my ſorrow } 
jet onceagain ſufter me to exnort , beſeech & obteſt youn the 
Lord, to think of his loye & to bedelighted with lum , whe, 
: iS. 


(309) 

F altogether lovely : I' give you the word 95 
TEpeEnT 1t : ye are1n my prayers ntghr & 
you: 1 doe not ear, I doe not drini:, 
Entreat youall & CvCry one Of 
grace be with you, 


Averd, Sept. z 3. Your l.cvfull E5 loving 
I626, Pafior,*S.R. 


but I pray for you all: x 
you to piay for me, Grace, 
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79 the Lady CARDONNESS 


MISTRESS. [ 150] 
Beſcceh youin the], ord Jeſus makeevery day more $ motegf 
riſt, & ry your oro: thin the oraccof God, & what ney 
ground ye yin daily on corruption ; for travellers arcday by 
day either advancing further on » & nearer home, or elſe th 
gOe nct right about to compaſs their journey: I think Rilltle 


better & better of Chriſt : Alas I know not where tO ſet him, 
would fo fain havehim high ! I cannot (er heavens aboye hey. 
ens till I were tired wit] 


1 numbering » & ſet him upon the 
higheſt {tep & ſtory of the higk *t of them all: Bur { wish 1 
could make him great through the world, ſuppoſe my loſs & pain 
& Shame were ſor under the foles ofhis feet , that he might ſtay 
upon me.l requeſt you faint not becauſe thi; world & yearex 
Zea & 29, & becuſe this. aot a home that laughcth upon you, 
The wile Lord who knoweth you will 1ave itlo, becauſche 
Caſtetha ncr for your love to catch it &gather it in to hims 
ſelf; therefore bear partently the loſs of children and bur. 
dens and other diſcontentments cither witatn or without th 
ouſe: Your Lord 1n them is ſeeking you, and ſeek YC hin 
Let none be your love & choice, & the tower of your delights 
but your Lord Jelus: Ser nor your hcart upon the world, 
fince God hath not made it yourportton ; for it will not fil 
YOUro 9ct two portions, and to laugh twice, and to be haps 
Py twice, and to have an upper-heaven and an under-heay« 
2 toe: Chrift our Lord '& his faints vVCcie notſo; & there. 
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(301.) | 
refer goe your grip of this life & ofthe good thin g5 ay Re 2 
hope your heaven eroweth not hereaway: Learn caliy both to 
poilets % mils Thrittin his ſecret brigegroom-fmilcs: he mutt 
o0e& come becaule his infinite wiſdom thinkerh tr beſt for you : 
DM will betogerher one day: Weshall not need to bo: row light 
comſun, moon or caudle: There $hall beno complaints on 
Ther fidein heaven : There $hajl benone there but He & we , 
the bridegroom E: the bride; Devils, remptatiens, trials, de- 
frtions, loſſes, fad hearts, pain & death shall all be pur our of 
play, &rhe Devil muit gtyc up his office of Tempring : O bleſſed 

x the ſoul whoſe hope hath a face looking ftraight out ro thar 
lay! It is nor our part to make a treaſure here: Any thing un- 
lerthe cov ering oftheaven we can build upon, 15 butili ground, 
&afandy foundation : Every good thing except God wairteth a 
bottom , & cannot ftaud it's alone ; how then can it bear the 
weight of us? Let us not lay aload upon a windleſtraw,there Shall 
nothing finde my weight or found my happineſs, but God: I 
know all created power should fink under me, if Ishould lean 
down upon tt; & rtherfore it 15 bcrter to reſt on God then 
fink or fil & we weak ſouls muit haye a bottom & being-placez 
for we'cannot ſtand our alone:let us then be wiſe 1n our choice, & 
chuſe & waile cur own blefiedne(s, which is to truſt in the Lord: 
Each one of us hathra whore & 1dol beſides our husb..nd Cirſt - 
But it is our folly to divide our narrow & little love; It willnor + 
{ryetwo, beſt then hold it whole & rogether,8 giveit ro Chrilt; 
for then we get double intereſt for our love, when welenditto, 
&lay it out 6pon Chriſt, & weare ſure beſides, that the ſtock 
cannot perich., Now , Ican ſay no more, remember me: EF 
have God's right to that peoplz; howbeit by the violenceef men, 
ſtronger then 1, I am binished from you & chaſed away: The 
Lord give you mercy. in the day of Chriſt: It may be God 
clear my sky again; howbeit there is ſmall appearance of my de= 
liverance; But let him doe with me whar {cemeth good 1n his 
own eyes: I amhis clay, let my porter frame & fashion me as 


kepleaſeth, Orace be with VCu, 


Aberd. 1637, Your | awful & loving 
KEE, "Paton, %- Ke 
D | Ts 


(302.) 
To SIBILLA Mc ADAM. 


AZISTRESS, (151) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I can bear witnek i 

my bonds that Chrifcts {till the longer the b.tter, &n 
woule, yea , 1 :concetvably betrer then hcts, orcan becallef 
E think whalf an heaven rohave my fill of the ſm.!lof hi 
frect breath, & io fI-ep inthe arms of Chiiit my Lord with 
his let hand under my licad , 8. his right hand embracing me; 
There 1s NO great FecKoning to by madeofthe wi [CHermg of my 
flower, in ©: >mpariſon of t rae I& manitſt wrom 25 done 
to Coriſt: Nay, lec nev ox the dew of Gol lic up:m my 
bianches agun , I:t the bloom fail from my joy and le 
it wither, letthe Aln nighty blow our my canol-; ſob: -ing 
the Lo:d might be great among Jews & Crt mag and 
his opprelled church delivered: Let Chriſt fire well, upp 
Eshonid eat achts: Iknow he muſt be fwcet him, when 
kis croſs is ſoſweet: Andi - is the part of us ail , if we marrie 
Himſelf, to marrie the croſſes, lofles, & reproaches alſo that 
follow him ; for mercy followerh Chr:R*s croſs ; His priſon 
for bzaury is made of marble & ivory , his chains that arelaid 
on his priſoners are golocn chain; , & the ttghes of the priſoners 
of hope re perfamed with comforts, tic Jil :e whereof cannot 
be bred or found in this {ide of ſun & n;000 : Follow on after 
his love, tirenor of Chit ; but come in and ſec his beauty & 
excellency, & feed your fol upon Chrilt's ſwectneſs ; This 
world ts not yours, ncicher would I have your heaven m adeof 
ſich mertallas mire & clay: Ye have the choice & waile of 
aſl lovers 1n heaven or out of heaven when yehave Chriſt, the 
onely delight of God his father: Climb>u up the mountain with 
joy & Hint not ; for 2 will cut of, the men who purſue 
Chriſt's folloy _ : Ou bcſtthings here havea worm in then 
Our joyes belides God;in the inner half are but woes & forrowes: 
Chiiſt, Chriſt is that which our love and detires can ſl:ep 
png. & relt fafciy upon, Now, the very God of peace 
eſtablisk 


(303) _ : -” 
#1blich you in Chriſt: Help a priſoner with your pray= 
«5, and entreat that our Lord would be pleaſed ro vitire ms 
vich afight of kis beauty in his houſe , as he hath ſomerimes 
done. Grace , bewith yOu. 
Abezrd. 1637- Y oz97's 2 bus ſweet Lord 
FG (+28. S.-5 


PTE | — 
To the Laird of 
= a LL © 


Worthy Sir, (152) 

Race, mercy & peace bero you: 1 have been too long 
EEE in writing toyou, My ſutc now to youin pa - 
per [ ince I have noaccels toſpzak to you as formerly | 1s , 
that y2 would Jay the foundation ſurc in your youth: When 
yebegin to ſcex Chriſt, try { pray you upen what terms ye CO- 
yenant to follow him , and lay Your accounts w hat it may coſt 
rou; that ſurmer nor winter , nor well nor woe, may nor , 
cauſe you change your maſter, Chriſt : Keep fair to him & be 
honeſt and faithtull chat he finde not a crack in von: Surely ye 
xe now in the throng of temprations: When youth is come 
toit's faireſt bloom , then the Devil & the luſts ofa decciving 
yorld & fin are upon horſe-back and follow with up ſails: If 
this were not, Par needed not to have written to aſandifted 
& holy youth Trthy [ a faithfull preacher ofthe Go'pel } 
flee the luſts of yorrrh. Give Chriſt your virgin-love, ye can- 
not put your love & heart ina better hand, Oit ye knew him 
& ſaw his beaury ! Your love, your liking , your heart ,- 
your defires would cloſe with him 8 cleave ro lim. Love by 
nature when it ſecth, cannot bur caſt out it's fpirit and firength 
upon amiable obje&s & good things & things love=worthy 7 
and what fairer thing then Cariſt * O fair ſan av fair moon 
and fair ſtars , and fair lowers »nd fair roſes and fair lilies, and 
Air creatures; but O ren thouſand thoultnd: times fairer Lord 


Jeſus! 


(303) 
Telus! Alas, I wrongcd him in making The COrMPaRS fon thi 
way ! Oblack fn & moon, bur O faic Loud Jeſus ! !  Oblack 
flowers & age rag Nr , bur Ofaic , faic, ever fair Lord 
Jeſus | i Oalifur things, black & deformed withou t beauty, 
when ye ate belide that Hircſt Lord Jeſus ! O black heaven, by Dur 
O fair Chritt ! Oblack Angels, bur O ſurpaiingly fair Loy 
Jelus ! I would _ no moreto make mc - happy for evertion 
bur a tarzough & clear ligt:t ofche beaury or jetus my Lord: Let 
my cycs en; joy his fauneſs & ſeare him for ever 1a the face, & 
have all that can be wished. Ger Chriſt rather then gold oc filver, 
ſeek Ciriit howbett yeshould loſe all things ror him: T hey tal 
thur marrs by the moon &loot aſquint 1 in loo! ing to fairChrilt, 
who reſolve forthe world & thuir c aſe,&for ther honour &cour 
&cr<it,or for fear of loſſes & a ſore sLin that they will winthei 
back upon Chritt & hts truth . Alas, how many blinaeyc 
& {quint-lookers look this day 11 Scotland apoa Chriit's beauty, 
& they ſte a ſpot in Chriſt's fair face ! Alas, they arenot 
worthy of Chriit who look this way upon kim ,' & ſee he beauty 
in him w hy they shouid defire him 1 God ſend me my fill of his 
beauty , lf 1t be \pbſlivle r that my ſoul can be fall of his bea auty 
here : But much of Chriſt's bcauty neederh nor abatc the eag= 
er appetite of a {oul | tick of love for himf{z1f] ro ſee himin the 
other world , where te is ſrenasheis, I am glad withall my 
heart that ye : have oivcn your greeneſt morning age to thisLord 
Jeſus : Hold on & : Weary not, faint not , reſolve upon ſuffer. 
19g {or Cariſt , but fear not ren day cs tribulation , for Chriſt's 
ſowre crols is. fugared with comfor rs & hath-ataſte of Chit 
himſelf. I efteem it my glory, my joy. & my crown, & [blk 
him for this honour , ro beyoked with Chriſt & marricd with 
kim in ſuffering, who therefore Was born & ther m_ came into 
the world that he might bear wirneſs to the truth, Take pains 
2ove al! chings for flvation, vr without one , firhring, 
fweating , wreſtling, heaven is not raken, © happy ſoul, 
that ceatianh nature's Rk; & delighrcr! 1 tO gatn thatfair 
exrland & crown of glory ! What a teckleſs loſs is 1t for youts 
gocr) through this wilderneſs & never taſte of1in's ſugared plet- 


wes! What - poorer is a ſoul ro want pride, Juſt, , Joon 
the 
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theyorld &rhe vanities of cas & worthleſs world! Nature 
hath no cauſe to weep ar the want of ſuch royes as theſe. Eſteem 
it your gain to bz an heir of glory, O bur thatis an eye=look rs 
zfairrent! The very hope of heaven under troublzs,is like wind 
& fails ro the ſoul, & like wings when the feet come our of the 
ſhare. O for what ſtay we here ! Up, up, afterour Lord Je- 
ſus, this 15 not our reſt nor our dwelling: What have we te 
doc in this priſon, except onely torake meat & houſe=room 
nicforatime? Grace, grace b2 with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Your foxl's welw;sher&9 Cart 
preſoner , SK. 


—— 


To WILLIAM GORDON. 


At Kenmure, 


Dear Brother. (153 
FARace, mercy & peace betoyou: [have bren long in an< 


AF wering your letter, which camein good time to me. It 


i:my aim & hearty delirerhat my furnace, which is of the Lord's 
kindling, may ſparkle fire npon ſtanders by , to the warming 
efthcir hearts with God's love. The very duſt thar faileth from 
Chrilt's feet, his old ragged clothes, his knotty & black crols, is 


ſweeter to mc thenKings golden crowns &their time=eaten plea- 
ſures: I should be a liar & falſe wirneſs, if I should not givemy 
Lord Jeſus a fair teſtimonial with my whole ſoul : my word E 


know will not heighten him, he necdeth nor fuck props under 


his feet to raiſe his glory high : Bur Oh that I could raiſe him 


the height of heaven & the breadth & length often heavens tn 
the eſtimation of all his young lovers ! for we haveallshapen 
Chriſt but roo narrow & too shorr,8& formed conceprions of his 
love in our conceit very unworthy of ir. Ch thar men were taken 
& catched with his beaury$ fairneſs ! They would gtve over 
playing wirh idols in which thereis not halfroom for thelove 
ofoneſ0u] roexſpatiatir ſelf, & man's loye is but heart-hungered 


OUT 


anne et —ondrdwe——< ce lens 


(306.) 
in grawing upon bare bones & ſucking at dry breaſts : It is welſ 
wared they want who will not come to him who hath a world 
of love & goodneſs & bounty forall. We ſcek to thawe our 
frozen hearts at the cold ſmoke ofthe short-timed creature, & 
our ſouls gather neithcr heat nor life nor light, fortheſecan. 
not giveto us what they have not in themſelves, Oh that we 
covld thruſt in through theſe thorns & this throng of baſtard. 
loyers, & be ravizhed & fick of love for Chriit ! We $hould 


ſinde ſome footing & ſome room& ſweet ealc tor our totterino& 


wiileſs ſouls in our Lord. I wishit were 1a my power after - 


this day,tocry down all love but thelove of Chriſt, &rocr 
downall Gods but Chrift, all Saviours but Chriſt, all welbc« 
loveds but Chriſt, & all ſo)-ſuters, all love-beggers but 
Chriſt. Ye complain that ye want a mark of the ſound work 
of :race & loyetn your foul. For anſwer , contider for your 
fatiſaQion ( till Ged fend more) 1., Job, 3: 14. Andas for 
your complaint of Dcadneſs & Poubtings, ChrltI _ will 
take your deadneſs & you together: They are bodies full of 
holes, running boils, & broken bones that need mending, that 
Chriſt the Phytician talcerh up: whole vellels are not for the Me. 
* diator Chriſt's art; Publicans, finners,whores, harlots, are ready 
market-wares forChriſt: The oncly thing that will bring finners 
- withinacaft of Chiil*s drawing arm, is, that which ye write 
of, ſome feeling ofdcath & Sin that bringerh forth complaints: 
& therefore out of {:nſe complain more , & be moreacquaint 
withallthe cramps, ſtitches & ſoul-ſwoonings that trouble 
you: The morepain& the more nizht=watching & the moe 
fevers, the better: Afſoul bleeding ro death till Chriſt were 
ſent for & cried for inall haſte to come & ſtem'the blood & cloſe 
up the hole in the wound, with his own hand & balm, werea 
very gooddiſcafe when many are dying of a whole heart. we 
haveall roolittle of hell-pain & terrours that way: Nay,God 
ſend meſach a hell as Chriſthath promiſed to var A a heaven out 
of. Alas, Iamnort come that far on inthe way as toſayin 
fadearneſt , Lord leſws, great E9 ſoperaign Phyſician , hrens 4 
pained patient for thee. Burt the thing that we muitake, 15 the wart 
of wiflory,we hold that ro be the mark of one that hath no grace: 
. EE 9p INENE 


( 307.) Da = 
Nay , I fay , rhe want of fighting werea mark of no grace, bur 
chail nor ſay , chewarr of widtory is ſuch a matk. If my fire & 
the Devil's water make crackling hike thunder tn the air, I ar 
the leſs feared ; for where there is fire, it is Chriſt's part thar Fay 
& binde upon him to keep in the coal, and to pray thefather 
that my faith fail not , if I in the mean time be wreſtling 
&doing and fighing and mourning : For prayer putreth not 
Paul'sdevil | rhe prick in the fle.h & the mefi=nger of Satan] 
to thedoor ariuft, burour Lord will have them trying every 
one another and ler Pay tend himfelt by God*shelp, God keep- 
ing the ſtakes & moderating the play : Andyecaocwellnorro 
doubt if the grou::d-ſtone be ſure, but to try it it beſo, for 
there is great ods berween aorotimz that we have groce& iry= 
mpif we have grace: the former may be {in , bur the latter is 
good. We are but loofeintiying our free=holaing of Chriſt 
& making ſure work of Chriſt: Holy fear is a ſearching the 
camp thar there be no enemy within our boſon ro betray us, & a 
ſeeing that all be faſt & fare: For ſee many lecking veflcls fair 
before the wind , & profcfſours who take their converſion upon 
truſt , & they got on ſecurely & ſee nor to the under=water rilt 
a ſtorm finkrhem: Each man had need twicea day & oftner , 
to be ryped & ſearched with candles. pray for me that the Lord 
wolld give me houſe-room again to hold a candle to this dark 
world. Grace, grace be with you. 

Aberd. 1637. Yours in his ſweet Lord 
: & Maſler, S.R. 


At, 
V 


To MARGARET FULLERTON: 


MISTRESS. (rd = | 
(Race, mercy & peace be to you: I am glad that 
cyer ye did caſt your love on Chriſt, faſten more and 

more loye every day upon him. - O if thadariver of love, a 
ſea of love that would never ooe dry , tO beſtow upon 
him ! Burt alas the pity, Chriſt hath beavry for me, but 
I haye not loye for him, O what pain is 1t ro ſee Chrtitin 
:.— 2% hfs 


(23c8. 

his beauty , & then to want a ns love for himz ! Butler, 
want wemulſt, rill Chriſt lend us, never to be paycd again, 
O thar he would empty theſe vaults and lower houſes of rhek 
poor ſouls, of theſe baſtard and baſe lovers which we fol. 
low! And verily I fee no object in heaven or in carth thy 
I could ware this much of love upon that 1 have, bur upon 
Chriſt. Alas that clay and time and shadows run away with 
ourlove, which 1s ill ſpent upon any bur upon Chriſt: each 
fool at the day of judgement shall ſeek back his lovefrom the 
creatures, when he $hall fee them all in a fair fire, but th 

Shall prove irreſponſall debrers: And therefore beſt here 
| look ere we leap, and look ere we love, I finde now un- 
der his croſs that I would fain give him more then [ haveto 
oive him, if giving were 1n my power; Bur I rather wish 
him my heart then give him it , except he take it and pur 
himſelf in poſleſſion of is [for I hope he hath a marker-right 
ro me, fince he hath ranfomed me} I ſee not how Chi 
canhaveme. Othathe would be pleaſed ro be more home. 
ly with my foul's love, and to come in to my ſoul and 
take his own! But when he goeth away & hideth himſelf, 
allis to me thar I had of Chriit, as if it [ad fallen inthe ſea» 
bottom. Oh that should beſofickle in my love, astolove 
Chriſt onely by the eyes and the noſe! That1s, tolove him 
onely in as far as fond & foolish ſenſe carrieth me& no more: 
And when I ſee not, & ſmell not, and rouch not, thenl have 
alltoſeek, I cannot love parquier, nor rejoyce parquier : But 
this is our weaknels till we be at home & shall have aged mens 
ſtomacks to bear Chriſt's love. Pray for me, that our Lord 
would bring me back ro you with a new bleſſing of the Goſpelot 


Chriſt, 1forget not you, Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd. 1637. Yorrs in bus fweet Lord 
Teſw. S. R. 
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( 309.) 
To WILLIAM GLENDINING. 


Dear Brother, (155.) 
E are heartily welcome to that honour thar Chriſt hath 
madecommon to us both, which isro ſyffer for his name : 
verily I think it my garland & crown,& iftheLord should asx of 
me my blood & life for this cauſe , I would gladiy in his firength 
duedebr to Chriſt's honour & glory in thar kinde. Acquainr 
our ſelf withChriſt's love &ye $hall not mils ro finde new goldE 
mines & treaſures in Chriſt: Nay truly, we bur ſtan befideChriſt, 
we goenot #2 to him totake our fill of him, Bur if he should doe 
two things, 1. Draw the curtains & make bare his holy face, & 
then 2.Clear our dim & bleared eyes to ſee his beauty & glory,he 
thould finde many lovers. I would ſeek no more happincſs but a 
fohr of him ſo near hand as to ſec, hear,ſme!],%& touch & embrace 
hm: Butoh, cloſed doors & vails & curtains & thick clouds 
kold mein pain while I inde the fweer burnin & of his love that 
many waters cannot quench } O what ſad hours have I when I 
think, that love of Chritt ſcarreth at me & bloweth by me ! If 
my Lord Jclus would come to bargainiag forhislove, Ithink 
kechould make price himſelf, Ishould not refuſe ten thou- 
land years 1n hel},to havea wide ſoul enlarged & made wider,that 
[might be excecdingly [evcnto the running overJfilied with his 
bye.O what am Ito love luchan one,or to beloved by that high 
&lofty One ! Ithiokthe Angels may bluchtolook upon him, 
&whatam [ tofile ſuch infinite brightneſs with my finfull eyes ? 
Othat Chriſt would come near & ſtand ſtill & givemelcayero 
lok upon him ! For zo l:c& ſeemeth the poor man's priviledge , 
lnce he may for nothing & withourhire beho{d theſan, I chould 
have a King's life, if T had no other thing to doe, burtfor ever- 
moceto behold & eye my fair Lord Jeſus : Nay , ſuppoleI were 
holden out,at heaven's fair entry, I should be happy for evermore 


tlook chrough an hole in the door & ſre my deareſt &fair= 


| Lord's face, O great King , why ſtandeſt theu aloof? . _.. 
Why remaineſt thou beyond the mountains? O wel= 


Woved , why docſt thou pain a poor ſoul with delayes ? 
V 3 along 


ya 
T-', 


(310.) 
2 long time out of thy glorious preſence is two deaths & rm 
heils ra me; We muſt meet, 7 muſt ſee him, 1 dow not want hin: 
hunger & longing for Chrift hath brought on ſuch ancteiji 
of enjoying Chit, rhar coſt me whar it will, I cannothy 
aſlure Chiiit, I willnor, I dow not wanthim: For I cangy 


waſter or command Chriſt's love : nay , hell{asI now thlah 


& all thepains in it laid on mealone, weuld not pur mefron 
loving : ' Yea, ſuppoſemy Lord Jeſus would not love me, j 
is above my ſtrength or power to keep back or imprijou the 
weak love I have, but it muſt be out to Chriſt : I would 
{> heaven's joy aſide, &liveupon Chriſt's loveit's alone: Le 
me hayeno joy but the warinneſs & fire of God's love, Ileckng 
other: God knoweth ,. if this love be raken from me, the 
botrom is fallen our of at! my happineſs & joy ; & therefore] 
bel.eve, Chriſt wil never doe merhatr, as to bereave a poorpii. 
ſoner of his love, it were cruelty to takeit from me , & he who 
is kindncf$ 1t ſeif cannor be cruel. Dear Zreti er, weary notof 
my ſweet Maſter's chaivs, we are ſomich the fibber ro Chriſt 
that weluftcr ; Lodgenot a hard thought of my royal King: 
rejoyce in his crols: Your dcliverance fleeperh not , hethar 
will come is not ſlack othis promiſe: Wait on for God*s time- 
ous ſalvation, asx not when or How long } I hopehe hall 
loſe nothing of you in the furnace, bur droſs: Commait,your 
caulſein meekneſs | forgiving your oppreſlours}] ro God, and 
your ſentence snall come back from him laughing: Our Bride- 
orocm's day is poſting faſt on, & this world , rhar ſcemeth 
to goe with along and a short foot , shall be pur in two ranks: 
Wait Li] your ten dayes be ended and hope for the crown, 
Chriſt will nor give you ablinde in the end. Commend meto 
your wife and father, & ro Bailifle 27. 4, And ſend thisletter 
rohim. Theprayers of Chriſt's priſoner be upon you, &the 
Lord's preſ-nce accompany you. 


Aberd. July. 6. Y or:rs #1 his ſweer Lord 
1637. | leſws. S.R. 
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(311) 
To ROBERT LENNORXR 


of Diſdoye. 


Dear Brotyer. (156.) 
FARace, meicy & prace be to you: I beſeechyou io the 
F Lord Jeſus tare faſt and ſure work of life eternall: Sow 
no: corten ſeed , every mans work will ſpeak for ir ſelf what Is 


| fred hath been. O how many ſz2 I, who ſow to the flesh! Alas 


what 2 crop will thar be, when the Lord Snall put in his hook ts 
reapthis world , that is ripe & white for judgement, I recom- 
mend toyou holineſs & ſanfification, & that ye keep your 
ſ1f clean from this preſent evil world: Wedelighrt toreil our 
oyn dreams, & toflitterour own flesh with the hope we have : 
It were wiſdom for us to. be fice, plain, honcſt & sharp with 
our own fouls , and ro charge rh2m to brew better, th:r they 
may drink well and fr: well, when time is melted away like 
ſnow.1n 2 hot ſummer. O how ha:id a thing is it to ger the foul ro 
ove up with all things on this fide of death and doomſday ! 
Weſty weare-removiig and going from this world ; but onr 
heart ſtirrerh not one foot of it's ſear. Alas I ſee few heavenly 
minded ſoul: rhat have nothing upon the earth , but their body 
of clay going up and down this earth, becault e their ſoul & the. 
powers of itareupin heaven , & there , their heart; live, de- 
lire, enjoy , rejoyce. Oh mens fouls have no wings, and 
therefore night and day. they kerp their neſt and are not ac= 
quaint 1h Chriſt | $zr, rake you ro your one 2:29 , ro Cinſt, 
that ye may be acquainted with th: taſte of his ſweerneſs & exm 
cellency , & charge your love nor to dote upon this world ; for 
it will not doe your buline's 1n that day , wh-n nothing will 
come1n good ſtead ro you , but Gog's favour: Build upon 
Chiiſt ſome good,choice & fift work; for when your ſoul for ma- 
ny years hath raken rhe play & harh poſted & wandered through 
the creatures ye will come home again with the wind : They 
are not good, ar lcaſt nor theſouls good, iris the infinite Godhead 
that muſt allay the Sharpneſs of your hunger after happiacſs ; 
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etherwiſe there hall ſtill be a waur of ſatiſfaQtion to your de; | 
fires: And it he would caſt in ten worlds in your delires, al f 


Shall fall chorow , & your ſoul hall ſtill cry red hunger , black 
kurger : But Iam fre there is ſufficient for you in Chriſt, if 
ye had ſeven ſouls & ſeven deſires inyou., Oh ifI could make 
my Lord Jeſus marker-frect, lovely defireable & fair roallthe 
world bothto Jew and Gentil ! O let my part of heaven go 
forit, ſobeing he would rake my rongue ro be his inſtry. 
ment, to ſer out Chriſt in his whole brayeries of love, Vertue, 
race, ſweetncſs & matchleſs glory, to the eyes & hearts of 
ous & Gentiles! Bur whois ſufficient for theſe things? 0 
for the hclp of Angels rongues to make Chriſt eye=ſ{weet and 
amiable to many thouſands! O how litrle doeth this world 
ſee of him , & how far are they from the love ofhim, ſeein 
there isſomuch lovelinels, beauty and ſweetneſs in Chri 
that no created eye did ever yer ſee! I would thar all men 
knew his glory , and that T could put many in ar the bride. 
room's chamber door to ſee his beauty , & tobe partakers 
of his high and deep and broad and boundleſs love. Ol 
all the world come nigh and ſee Chriſt , and they $hall then 
ſee more then I canſay of hin ! O if I had had a pledge 
or pawne to lay downfor a ſea-full of his love ! that col 
come by ſomuch of Chriſt, as would fatisfie grieving andlogs. 
ing for him, orrather increaſeit, til] T werein full poſlcſſion ! 
I know we chall meer & therein I rejoyce. Sr , ſtand faft in 
thetruth of Chriſt, that ye have received: Yeeld not to winds, 
bur ride out & let Chriſt be your anchor & the onely He, whom 
veshall look to ſee in peace: Pray for me his priſoner , & that 
the Lord would ſend me among you to feed his people. Grace, 


race be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. | Yowrs mbis fweet Loxd 
leſws 3.3, 


(373) 
To JOHN FLEMING 
Bailifſe of Leith. 


Worthy Sir. (157) 


Race, mercy and peace be to you: The Lord hath 


brought me ſafe ro this ſtrange town : Bleſſed be his 


holy nawe, I finde his croſs eafic and light, and I hope he 


 chall be with his poor (old Joſeph, who is ſeparated from 


hisbrethren: His comforts have abounded towards me, as 
if Chriſt thought shame [1f I may ſpeak ſo] robe inthe com- 
mon ot ſuch a poor man as I am, aid would net have me 
oſeany thing 1n his errands : My enemies have, beſide their 


intention , made me more bleſſed, and have pur me ina ſweet=. 
| expoſſcſſion'of Chriſt, then ever I had before : 
| memory of rhe fajr dayes I had with my weibeloved amongſt 


Onely the 


the lock intruſted tro me, keeperh me low , ard ſowrech "7 
unſcen joy: Bur it muſt be fo, ard he js wiſe wizo turouret 
methis way: Forthat which my brethren bave and 1 want, 
and others of rhis world have, 1 am content, pay faith will 
friſt God my happineſs: No Son efferdeth thar his father 
giveth him nor hire twice a year, for he is to abide in the 
fouſe, when the inheritance is to be divided : It is better 
God's children liye upon hope then upon hire, Thus remem- 
bring my love ro your worthy and kinde wife: I bleſs you 
and her and all yours in the Lord's name, 


Yerrs ;n his enily, 07 ly 
Lord leſas. S. R. 


_— 


Aberd. Sept 20. 
1637. 
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(314.) 
To WILLIAM GLENDINING, 
Baliſſe of Kirkcudbright. 


Wortiry Str. [158] 

Race, mercy & peace be to you: I am well, honourhe 
(; to God, & aſwell as ar:joycing priſoner of Chriſt can be, 
hoping that one day He for whom I now ſuffcr $hall enlarge 
me, & put me abovethe threatnings of m-n ; .I am ſometimg 
{ad , heavy & caſten down at the m:mory of the far dayes] 
had with Chriſt in 4-worb, Kirkcudbrighe E9 cer: Theremems 
brancecfa faſt encreaſeth hunger ina hungry man ; but who 
knowerh br our Lord will yet cover a table in the wilderneſs 
his kungry Dairns & bulld the old waſte places in Scotland, & 
bring home Zion's captives: Idelire to ſee no more glortons 
fight, till { feerhe Lamb onhis throne, then to ſee Mount Zion 
all green with grafs, & the dew Iving upon the tops of the oral, 
& the crown put upon Chriſt's head ta Scorland again: AndTbe. 
leeve it shall b:Co, & that Chriſt shall mowe down his cac= 
mics & fill rhe pits with their dead bodie;, 1 finde proplehere 
dry & uncouth: A man pointed at for ſuffering dare notbe 
countznanced ; ſo that I am like rofit mine alone epoathe 
poont: But my Lord payeth me well home again , for 
1 


ave neither tongue nor pzn nor heart to expreſs the ſweetnel } 


& cxccllency oithelove of Chiiit : Chrift®s honey=combs drop 
hoavs: loods of confolation upon my foul: My chains are cold; 
Chift's croſs 1: all overguilded and perfumed : His priſon is 


the garden and orchard of my delights: I would goe 


through burning quick to my lovely Chriſt: I fleep in | 


his arms allt'\c night & my head berwixt his breafts : My wel- 


beloved13alrogcther lovely: This is all nothing to thar which 


my ſoul hath felt: Let no man for my cauſe ſcar at Chriſt's 
croſs If my ſtip*-nd , place, conntrey , credit, had bcen 
an Earl:dom, a Kingdom , ten Kingdoms and a whole earth, 
all weretoo little for the crown and ſcepter of my royall King: 
Mineencmics , mine enemies have made me bleſlcd : They 
ayc ſent meto the br idegroom's chamber ; Loye is his ban- 


Qu 


(315 
nerover me: Llivea Kings life: I want nothing bur heaven, 
and the poſſciſion of the crown, my carneſt is great, Chriſt 
isnonizgard tome, Dear Brother , be for thc Lord Jefus and 
his hcact-broken bride. I need not[I hope] remember my dif- 
reſſed brother ro your care. Remember my loverto your wite. 
Let Chriſt want nothing of us: His garments shall be rolled 
in the blood of theſlafn of Scorlaud. Grace, grace be with 


you: pray for Chri{t's priſoner. 


Abcrd. Sept. 21, Y ors 1n bis ſweee Lord 
1637 leſus, S. 


—_— 


HIT" 


To ROBERT GORDON. 
Of Knockirex. 


Dear Broz'-er. (159] 


Race, mercy & peace be royou: Iamby God's mercy 
come now to Aberder, the place of my confinement , 6c 
ried in an honeſt man's houſe : 1 finde the rown*s -men cold 8 
oencrall & dry i: their kindneſs , yer I finde a lodging in the 
heart of mauy ſtrangers: My challenges are revived again, & I 
hnde old {ores bleeding of nev;ſo dangerous & painfull 1s an unt- 
dercotted conſcience; yet I havean eycto the blood that1is phy» 
ick for ſuch ſores: Bur verily I fce Chriftrazity 1s conceived to 
be more eafie & lighter then it is; ſothat I ſomerimecs rhink T 
never knew any thing , bur the lctgers ofchat name; for our 
nature contenteth it elf with little in godlineſs., Cur Lord , 
Lord, ſeemethtous ten Loyd Lords: Jictle holineſs in ozr bat- 
lace is much becauſeit 1s our aw hl eſs, & we love tO lay 
ſmall burdens upon our ſoft natures, & to make aair court= 
way to heaven: And I know it were neceſlary to take more 
pains then we doe, & yot to make hcavenacity more calily. 
taken then God hath made it : I perſwado my felf many runners. 
Shall come short & get a diſappointment. Oh how eafte1s It 
to deceiye our (elves, & to fleep & wishthat heaven ny fall 
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(316. 
down in our laps! Yet for all o Lord's glooms I finde him 
ſweet, gracious,loving, kinde,% I want he 4 pen & words to ſe 
forth the fairneſs, beauty & ſweetneſs of Chriſt's love, & the ho. 
nour of this croſs of Ghriſt, which is glorious to me ;though the 
world thinketh shame thereof: 1 verily think that the croſs of 
Chriſt would blush & think shame oftheſe thin=;kined world. 
lings, who are ſo marricd to their credit that they are a- 
shamed of the ſufferings of Chriſt, O the honour to be ſcourge 
ed, ſtoned with Chriſt, & to goc through 'a furious - faced 
death tolife eternall ! But men would have Larborrows againſt 


Chriſt's croſs. Now, My dear Brother forget not the priſoner of 


Chriſt; for I ſee very few here who kindely fear God. Gracebe 
with you.Let my loveinChriſt & hearty affectton'be remembred 
to your kinde wife,to your Brother 70/22 & toall friends, The 


Lord Jeſus be with your Spirit, 


Abed. S-pt- 20, Yours mbkes onely , ently Lord 
I636. | leſus, S.R. 


a am. —— 


70 EARLESTO WN Tounger. 


Much Honored Siy. I6.0. 
eric cy & peace beto you: T am well,Chriſt triumph- 

cthin me, bleſſed be his name : 1 have all things, [I 
burden no man: I ſee this earth and the fullneſs thercof 1s 
my father's: ſweet , ſweer is the croſsof my Lord: The 
blefling of God upon the croſs ofmy Lord Jeſus : Myene- 
mies have contributed [beſide their deſigne} ro make me 
bleſſed: This is my palace, not my priſon, eſpecially , when 
my Lord shinerh & fmileth upon his poor afflicted & ſold Joſeph, 
who is ſeparated from his brethen : But often he hidcth himſelf, 
& there 1s a day of law, & court of challenges within me ; 1 
know not iffeaced in God*s name, but Oh my neglets! Oh 
my unſeen guilrineſs ! I imagined that a ſufferer for Chriſt 
kept The keys of Chriſt's treaſure , & might take our his 
womb=full of comforts when he pleaſed ; bur I ſee agus" 
. | WIINE? 
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317 
witneſs will be holden at the = x well as another poor {ines , 
& beglad to cat with the bairns & to take the by-board. This 
crols , er? let me ſeethat heaven ts nor at the next door & that 
it is a caſtle not ſoontaken: I ſee allo, it is netther pain nor 
art to play the hyprocrite: We have all learned to {ell our 
ſelves for double price & to make the people who call ten twen- 
ty, &twenty an hundred eſteem us halt=gods , or men fallen 
out of theclouds : Bur Oh /enccrity, ſirc rity, it T knew what 
ſmeerty meaneth, Siv , lay the foundation thus & ye $hall not 
ſoon shrink nor be shaken; Make tight work ar the bottom, & 
your ship shall ride againſt all ſtorms, if withall your anchor be 
faſtned upon good ground , I mean with in the vait ; & verily 
Ithinkthis is L!, to gain Chriſt: All other things are shadows, 
dreams, fanſies & nothing. Sir , remember my loveto your 
mother: I pray for mercy & grace toher: I with her on= 
going toward heaven: As Ipromitedto write, ſo shew her,l 


- want nothing in my Lord's ſervice, Chriſt will not be in ſuch 


a poor man's common as mine. Grace , grace be witlr 


you, 


Yortrs wo bis ſweee Loyd 


Aberd. Sept. 2.2. 
Jeſus. S.R. 


1637. 


a 
hmm 


7. JOHN GORDON. 


(161) 


ARacs, mercy and peace be to you: I have been too 
long in writing to you, bur multitude of letters tak= 

eth much time from me. 1 bleſs his great name whom L 
ſervein the ſpirit, if it came to voting amongſt Angels and 
men, how excellent and ſweet Chriſt is, even in hs re- 


Worthy £5 dear Brother. 


proaches and in his croſs; I cannot but yote with theficit, 
that all that is in him ,- both croſs & crown , kifles & glooms , 
embracements and frownings and ſtrokes are ſweet and glo= 
rious : God ſend me no more happineſs in heaven or _ 
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' pain &rcmcelle(s ſorrow to waut him. I ſee nothing in this like 
but 


( 318.) 
of heayen, bur Chriſt: For I finde this world when I hays 
looxcd upon it on both fides, within & Withour, & when] 
have ſeen even the laughing and loyely-like fide ofit, to bebur, 
fool's idol, a clay prion: Lord, let it not be the neſttly 
my hope buildeti:in. I have now cauſc ro judge my pait of 
this carth not worth a blaſt of ſmoke or a mouth-fuil of Drown 
bread. I wish wy Hope may take a runn1:'g-leap & skip ove 
Tia 5 pleaſures, Sin's plaiſtering & gold-foue, this vainearth 
& reſt upon my Lord. O how great is our nigar-darknſs i thi 
wiidernels! Tohave any conc: atall ofiv1s world, 1s, x 
a man would cloſc his handfullo* water and holding his handin 
the river, ſay,all the water of the flood is his,as if it were inded 


all within the compaſs of his hand: Who would nor laugh at the 


thouthts of ſuch a crack-brainz Verilv they have bur an hand: 
full ofwater & are burlike a childe claſpirg his rwo handsabayt 
a night-Shadow,who idolizeany creatcd hops,bur God. Inoy 
ligh lie&pur the price of a dream or fable or black nothin upen 
all things , but upon God & thar dctireable & love-worthy one 
my Lord Jeſus: Letall the world be nothing | for nothing 
was their ſeed & morher |] & ler God be all things, My wery 
aear Brotier , know ye arcas near heaven as ye are far from 
your {elf & far from ti: love ofa bewitching & whoitsh world: 
For this Worldin it's gain and glory , is but the great and no- 
table common whore thar all rhe ſons ofmen hav <been in fancy 
& luſt withall rheſe 500 years: thechildren that they have 
begotten with this uncouth & Juitfull lover are bur vanity, 
edreains,golden imaginations & night-rhoughts : For theretsa0 
good ground here under the covering of heaven for men & poor 
wcaried fouls toſert down their foot upon, O he whois cal- 
Ied God, that one whom they term Jeſses Chriſt, 1s worth the 
having indecd,even it; had given away all without my eye-holes, 
my foul and my (if for ſweet Jeſus my Lord! O letthe 
claim be cancelled that the creatures have rome, except that 


, Claim my Lord Iefus hath to me ! Oh that he would claim poor 


© that he wouldpur- 


me, my lilly , light & worthleſs ſoul ! | 
For it is my 


ſuc his claim to the utmoſt point & not want me |! 
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(3x9) : | 
hut ſinks & wires & dreams & beguiling ditches & ill ground 
fr us to build upon. I am ſuily perſwaded cf Chrilts vic- 
ory in Scerland , but I fear this land- be nor yer ripe and 
white for mercy: Yet I dare be halter [ upon my fal- 
ration] with the loſſes of the church of Scoziand, that her ſors 
ernoon shall fino dole & ſorrow for eveimare, ard thar her 
joy Shall once again be cried up & her Skieshall clear : But 
vengeance & burning sball be to hor adverſaries & the finners of 
thisJand. Ohrhat we covld be awakened ro prayers & humi- 
tation! Then should cur ſun skine like ſeven {uns 1n the hea- 
| ren, then Should the temple of Chriſt be builded upon the 
mountains tops,% the land from coaſt ro coaſt 5hould be filled 
| vith the glory ofthe Lord, Prorher, your day=tasiis wear- 
ins shorr, your hour-glaſs ofthis ſpan-Jengrth and hand-breadrh 
of life will quickly pats, & therefore take order & cone with 
| matters betwixt you and Chriſt before ir come to open pleading 
there are no quarters to be had of Chiiſt in open judgement, I 
know ye ſee your threed wearing Short, & that there arc not ma= 
ty inches to the threed's end, and thereforeloſe not time, Re- 
member me his priſoner , that it would pleaſe the Lord to bring 
meag-in amongſt you with abundance of the Goſpel, Grace, 
grace be with you. | 


Aberd. 1637. Yomrs im his ſweet Lord 


leſus. S. R. 


4. 


To Mr HUGH Mc KAILL. 
(162) 


[ thank you for your lerrer : I cannot burchew you that asT 
never exp*Red any thing from Chriſt Lur much good & kind- 
nels, fo he hath made me to tinde it in the houſe of my pilgrt- 
mages And beleeve me, Prother , I caveirto you under mine 
own hand-wrir, that whoſo looketh to the white fide of Chriſt's 
croſs and can rake it up handſomly with faith and _— 
Sha 


Reverend E9 dear Broti.er. 
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| (320) 
| Shall findeit ſuch a burden as iaus are to a shipor wings tg; 

bird. I finde my Lord hath overguilded thar black tree & hat Þ x, 
| pecfumed ir & oiledit, with joy & conlolation. LikeafodfÞ js 
| oaceI would chide & plead with Chriſt & flander him w} 

ethers ofunkindneſs , bur i urnſtin God not to call us gloomy fþ 1; 

unkindeagain , for he harh taken from me my ſackcloth, & 

yerily cannot cell you what a poor fold 7ofcph 8 prifoner [with 
F whom my mother's children were angry] doeth now think of 
[| kinde Chit: I wilichideno more , providing he will quite 
| meall by= zones ; for Lampoor. Iam taught inthis ill we 
ther to g02. on the lce-tide of Chriſt & to pur him in vetweeg 
[: meand the ſtorm, & I thank GodI walx on theſunny {ide ofthe 
[ brae, I writcit , that ye may ſpeak in my behalf the praiſes of 
| my Lord to others, thar my bonds may preach. O if all Scoel ard 
knew the feaſts & love-blenks & vitites that the Prelats have 
ſent meunto! I will verily give my Lord Jeſus a free dif 
charge of all rhat1likea fool, laid ro his charge, & beg him 
pardon to the mends. God grant that in my temptations [ 
come not on his wrong fide again, and never again flla if þ 
| raving againſt my Phyſician In my fever. Brother, plead Þ fi 
| with your mother while yo have time : A pulpit woull Þ 
i! bea high feaſt to me , bur Idare not ſay one word againſt him | 
| who hath done it, I am not out ofthe houſe as yer , my ſweet || |; 
Matter faith, Ishall have houſe-room at iis own elbow, al. Þ ;; 
beit their ſynagogues will need force caſt me our. Aletter werea | y 


S, 


may” 
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work of charity tome. Gracebe with you. Pray form: Þ 1 
Abderd. Novemb. 22. Tour Brother E9 Chriji*s y 
1636. | priſoner , S.R.: i : 
, | c 
To TAMES MURRAY. , 

Dear Brether. (163) 


Received your letter: I amin good healch of bo ly, but far 
better 12 my ſoul. I finde my Lord no worle then his word, 
goill be wita lum in troubleis made good to ne now; * He __ 


bh 


: (311;) | 
eth the fighing of the prifoner. Brother , I am comfortedin my 
royal Prince and King: This world knowerh not ourlife, it 
atodÞ is a myſterie to them; We have the ſunny tide of the world, 1 
m to} andour Paradiſe is far above theirs, yea our weeping above their | 
Dons; | laughing), which s but like the crackling of thorn; under a pot ; 
, & | And therefore we haye good cauſeto fight it out , for the day of 
[with Þ Gur Laxvreatior is approaching, I inde my priſon the ſweereft t 
ik of | place that ev r 1 was in, my Lord Jeſs is kinde to me,and il 
quite Þ hath raken the mask off his face, and 1s content to quite me, all 
weas Þ by-gones : I dare not complain of him. And for my filence, 
weeg lay it befdte Chriſt, I hopeit shallbe a ſpeaking filence: He 
fthe | who knoweth what I would, knowerh that my foul deſtreth no 
ſes of | more,bur that King Jeſus may be grear in theNorth of Scorl-ad, 
le Þ in the South and in the Eaſt & Wiſt, through my ſufferings [1 
have Þ forthe freedom of my Lord's houſe and Kingdom. If I could if 
dif. Þ keep g00d quarters in time to come with Chriſt, I would fear = 
him nothing : Bur Oh! Oh! I complain of my wofull out= | 
91 þ breakings; Irtremble at the remembrance of a new out=caſt 
all 2 Þ berwixthimand me, and I have cauſe, when I confider what 
lead Þ fick & fad dayes I have had for his abſence who is now come, EF 
ould F fnde Chriſt dow notbe long unkinde , our 7oſeph*s bowels yern 
him Þ within him , he cannot fmorh:rlovelong , it muſt break ont at 
weer F lenoth, Praiſe, praiſe with me Brorker , & delire my acquaint= 
al Þ inceto help me: I dare. not conceal his lovero my ſoul, FE. 
ea | wich you all apart of my feaſt ; rhat my Lord Jeſus may be ho 
5 foured: I allow you not to hide Chriſt's bountiero me, when 
yemeet with ſuch as know Chrift. Ye write nothing to me 
what are the cruel mercies of the Prelats roward: me: Themi= 
niſters ofthis rown , as I hear,intendrhar I shall be more ſtrickly 
confined , or elſe tranſported, becauſe they tiade ſome people 
afe& me. Grace be with you. | 


Aberd. Nov. 21. Y orer $872 the Lord : 
1637. leſws. S.R. 
: far at AE 8 —————— 


(322) 
Bailiffe of Leith. 


My very worthy fruend. (164) 


FARace, mercy & peace be toyou: I received yourlerte; 
L bleſs my Lord cthiough J-lus Chriſt, 1 finde his word 
poud, / je .8, .0. [have choſen thee 17: t'e frernace of afiithn, 
And Pſa . G1. 15. JIwel be with bim ane troutle | NcVerixp & 
ed other ar Chriſt's hand , Lut much good & coinfort, & lan 
not diſappointed : I finde my Lord's croſs overgwlded & oiled 
with conifort:.: My Lord hath now «howen methe whitelide 
of his croſs: 1 wou!d not exchang- my weeping 1: p1ifon with 
the fourteen Prelats laughter amidſt their hungry © Ican joyes, 
This weld knoweth nor the {weernefs of Chiiſt®s love, itisa 
myſtery ro them. Art my fuſt coming here, I found pra 
heavineſs, eſpecially becauſe it had =_ the Pr-lats to adde 
this gentle cruelty to my formcr (: 19s [ -01 it is centletg 
them] roinhibite the Miniiters of the towu to 1VC me the 
liberty of a puJpit: I ſid , what aierh Chriſt ar my ſervice? 
Burl was a fool , hcehath chided humniclf fiicnds with me: Ifye 
& others of God's thildicn $hall praiſ- his grcat nam« whom 
keth worthleſs men witn: fits for hum , my lence & fuff. ring 
Shall preach more th-n my rovgue could doe ; if his elory b- ſen 
in me lamfatisficd ; for I want no rindnefs. of Chiiſt : An Sy, 
T'dare not {mother þ4; liberility : 1 write it to vou , that ve may 
praiſe, 8& deftire your brother & others tojovn with mc inthis 
work. This land shall be made deſolare, our 11quirics are full: 
the Lord ſaith, we hall diink s fpue & fall. Remember my love ' 
to your good kinde wife, Grace be with you. 
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Abcrd, Nov.23. Yours m his ſweet Lord 
1636. ; Jeſus, S. Ro 
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(323) 
7 EARLESTOVVN ELDER. 


Rev.12: 11. Andthey overcame the Dragon by the blood 
of the Lamb & the word of their teſttmony , & they 
loved nat ther lives unto the death. 


ter; 

yord | | 

i  Muchhanoxed Sur. (165) 

 ( ARace, mercy & peace beto'yon: Ileng toſceyou inpe- 
[am F per & ro be refr:shed by you. I cannot but defire you & 


led charge you to help m2 ro praiſe him, who feed=th a poor priſon- 
ide cr with the farnels of his houſe. O how weighty is his love ' | 
vith Obut there is much telling in Chrill's kindneſs f\ The Amen , on 
the fait?full & true witneſs hath payed me mv hundred fold well ; 
184 told & one to che hundred : I complain:d of hinz,but he is ow 
it # ingmenothinz now. Sr, I charge you to help me to prolly 
de his goodneſs , &to proclaim to others my Bridegroom's ind- 
0 F acſs, whoſe loveis betterthen wine. Irtook upan ation a= 
the oainſt Chriſt & bought a plea againſt his love, & libelled un- 
c? Þ kindneGs againſt Chriſt my Lord, &1 ſaid , his #5 my death , 
Ie pebath forgorren me - But my meck Lord held his peace & bes 
he held me, & would not contend for the laſt word of flyting , 8c 
 F now hath chided himſelf fri:nds with me: And now 1 ſee, he 
"0 muſt be God & I muſt be flesh : Epaſs from my ſummonds, EL 
Ir, acknowledge he might have given me my hill of it & never 


Wy troubled himfelf; But now he hath takem away the mask, I 
hi have been comforted, he could not {mother his love any longer 
ll: | toapriſoner & a ſtranger: God grant that I may never buy 
ve pleaagainſt Chriſt agata, but may keep good quarters with him. 


I want no kindneſs , no love-token; but Oh, wiſeis his love ! 
for notwithſtanding ofthis hor ſummer-blenk, I am keeped 
low with the gricfofmy lilence , for his word 1s 1n me asa fire 
in my bowels, an4 I ſee the Lord"; vineyard laid waſte; 6 
the heathen entred into the ſanfuary , and my belly 4s | 
ptined and my ſoul in hcavinefs , b=cauſe the Lord's peoplets 
T4 " gone-into captivity 8 becauſe of the fury ofthe Lord & that 
X > : wing 


wind, F bur neitherto fan nor to purge] that is coming peg 
Apoſtatc Scerlazd. Allo I am kept awake with the at 
wrong done tomy brother, bur I truſt ye will counſcl & com. 
fort um. Yet 1n thus miiſt I ſe2 & beleeve,' the Lordyil 
heal chis halting Kirk & will lay her ſtones with fair colour y 
her foundations with: Saphires , & will make her window, of 


Agates & her gates Cartuucles , Iſa. dE 1s And for | 8 
goid: He hath created the ſmith tha. 


braſs he will bring 
formed the ſword, no weaponin war shali pi oſper againſt ug 
Let us be glad & rzjoyccinthe Lord , for his Salvation is ney 
to come. Remember me to your wife & your ſoa /o'.n : And 
I catreat you towitte tome. Grace, grace be with you, 

_ AberdDecemb. zo. Towrs 13 hus oncly, onely Lord * 
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To Mr |OHN. FER GUSHILL. 


Reverend C5 welbcloved 172 our Lord Jeſus. [166] 

I Muſt {till provoke you to write by my liues, whereat ye ned 

not wonder; for the croſs 1s full oftalke, & ſpeakit muſt, 
cither good or bad; Neither can grief hefilent, I havens 
dittay nor indirement to bring againſt Chriſt's croſs, ſeeing he 
hath made a friendly agreement betwixt me & it, & wearein 
terms of loye together: Ifmy former miſcarriages, & my nov. 
filent ſabbaths ſeem to me roſpeak wrath from the Lotd , Idae 
ſay, itis but Satan borrowing the uſe & loag of my cawardly& 
feeble apprehenſions , which ſtart at ſtraws: I know faithis 
not ſofaint & foolish, as to tremble at ey cry filſe alarm; Yel 
gather this out of it, Bleſſed are ti:ey who arc gra” d of God 
guide a croff well, E9 tar ther? is ſome art required herem. | 
pray God I may not beſoull friend=ſtexd , as rhat Chriſt m 
' Lord should leave me to be my own 7x77 & my own Phiſ- 
&&z, ShallI not thinx but my Lord Jeſus who deſerveth his 
own place very well, will take his own place upon him , as 
ir bcometh him , & thar he will kill his own chajc? For inthis 
is his office,zo c:mfort us, © theſ ti;at are caſte: down in dll that 
«#ribn[ations. 2 Col. 1.4. Alas I know Iama fool toſcekan hole 
of 
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er defeRt inChriſt's way with my toul. IfT have not a ſtockro pre 
ſat roChriſt at his appearance, yet I pray God I may be able with 
joy,faith & conſtancy,co shew the Captain of my ſavation in that 
day,a bloody hcad that I received in his ſervice: howbett my faith 
hang by a ſmall tack & threed,1 hope therack hall not break: 8 
howbeit my Lord ger no ſ:ryice of me bur. b:oken wishes; yetT 


-rruſt theſe shall be accepted upon Chrift's account, I have no 


thing to comfort me, but that I ſay , Ch will the Lod diſappoittt 
an hungry on-waiter > The ſmell of Chriſt's wine & apples 
which ſurp Ne the uptaing ofdull ſenſe, blowerh upon my foul, 
& I get no morefor the mean time: 1am lure ro let a famich= 
lag body ſee mear 8 oive him none of it, i:adoublepain: Our 
Lord's love it nor ſo cruell as to let a poor man ſce Chriſt & hea- 
yen & never give him more, tor want of money to buy ; nay , 
Irather think Ch: iſt ſuch tair market- wares,as buyers may have 
wit our mexey C5 without price : And thus I know it (hall not 
ſindupoa my want of money; for Chriſt upon his own charg= 
e mult buy my wedding garment, & redeem che inheritance 
yhich I have forfeited, & give his word for one the like of me, 
vho am not law=biding of my ſelf: Poor folks muſt either 
borrow or beg from therich, & the onely thing that com- 
wcndeth finners to Chriſt is extream neceflity & want*: Chriſt's 
love is ready to make & providea ranſome & money for a poor 
body who hath loſt his his purſe. Mo.ye that have ns money come 
EoayIfa: 55.1, Thatis thepoor mau's market. Now Brocher 
Ile old croſſes would havedone nothing art me, & therefore 
Chriſt hath take a new fresh rod ro me.that ſeemeth to talk with 
my ſoul,& make me tremble. I have often more adoe now with 
fith when I loſe my compaſſe , & am blowen on a rock,then 
theſe who are my beholders ſtanding upon. theshore arc aware of 
acounſel toa ſick manis ſooner given then taken: Lord ſend the 
wearied man a borrowed bed fromChriſt:I think often it is after - 
ſupper with me , & I am heavie: O bur I would ſleep ſoundly 
with Chriſt's left hand under my head & his right hand embrac- 
Iyg me: the devil could not ſpillthat bed. When I conſider how 
tenderly Chriſt hath cared for me in this priſon , I think he- 
hath handled gacas the bajca that it piticd & bemoaned: EF 
Ted X 3 driirg. 


[326] 
defire no more till I be 11 heaven; but ſucha feaſt & filly 
Chriſt's loyc as I would haye:; This loye would te fair & adoy, 
ing paflements , which would bcaurifie & ter forth miy black 
urplealant croſs : I caunot tell, xy Dear Brotker, what aory 

| Tead I would bcarif I had a hearty fill of the love of th.tlon. 
ly one, Chrift leſas: Oh ifye would ſeek & pray for thay 
me! I wouid give Chriſtall his love ſtiles and titles othonoy 

Af he would give nicbut this; nay, I would {ell my lelf ( if] 

could ) forthatlove. I have becn waiting to fee what fiieng 
of place & power w ould doe for us ; But when the Lord look 

the pins of kis own Tabernacle, he vill bave himſclf robexc 
knowledged as the onely builder up thereof, & theretore I woull 
take back again my hope that I lent and laid in pawne in mey; 

hand: & civ-ir wholly ro Chriſt:it.is no time for menow to (e 

up idols of my own, it were apity to'give an ounce wetght of 

hope to any v<tides Chuft ; I think him well worthy o:4l 
my hope, though it were as weighty as both heaven & earth; 
Happy were , 1tI had any thing that Chriſt would ſeck or ic. 
cept of: Bur now alas | ſee not what ſervice I can doeto him, 
Except it to be talka Jittle & bable upon apiece of paper, con- 
ccrning the Jove of Chiilt. lam often as it my ſaith were wcds 
ſet ſo that I cannot command it, and then when he hid. 
cth himſclf, I run to the other extream , in making cach 

wing and toe of my caſe as big as a mountain of i. 

zon: And then musbelief can ſpin out an hell of heayy 

& deſponcing thoughts; then Chriſt feeketh law-borrowsof 

my unbelceying apprehenfions , & chargegh me to belecyehis 

day-light at midnight: But I makepleas with Chriſt, though 
it be 11] my common ſorodoc: Ir were my happinefs when[ 
am in his houte of wine & when I findea feaſt- day , if I could 
bearken £5 hcar for the t1me to come, Iſa: 42.3. Butl lee we 
muſt be off cur fecr in wading ade: pu ater ; & then Chrilt' 
love findeth timecus employment at ſuch adead lift as tha: 

And belides, after bioken brows, bairns learn to walk mote 

circumſpe&tly : If I come to heaven any way, howbeit ltkea 

xixed traveller upon my guide's shoulder , it's good encughtor 


rhcſe who have no legso their ow n for ſuch a journcy : 1never 


thought 
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327 
thought there had been noed of to much wreſtling ts win to the 
top of that ſte. p mountain as now [| finde. Woe's m: for this 
þoken & backilding Church, it 1s lixean old bo ing wall , 
[aning to the one fie, & there 1s none of all her {ons who 
vill ſera prop under her: I know [ need nor bemoan Chriſt; 
for he caieth tor his own honou- more then | can doe; but who 
can blam: metro be woe | tihidgraceforodoe] tofce my! 
y.lb-lov:d?, fair face ſyitr 4 upon , & his crown plucked off 
hi head, & the ark ef God raken & carryed inthe Philiſtins 
cat, and th» vine pur ro carry it who will |:t i f:ll rorhe 
round? Th- Lord pur to his own helping hand. 1 would 
lire ;0u topieparc your (If fora fight with beaſt , ye will nor 
Ms l-ave to ſte. 1 quietly ro heaven tn Chriſt's comprny with= 
out 2 confl'& & acrols, 'Remember my bonds » praife my 
ſecond , & fellow priſoner, Chrift. Grace be with you. 


Aberd. 1637. Yomr's 3 Chy ſt leſus his 
Lord, S.R. 


- -— =» qo ors 


To WILLIAM GLENDINNING. 


Dear Brother. (167) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: Your caſcis enknown 

ro me , whether ye be yer our Lord's prili,ner'at 4,707 
er not: However it be, I know our Lord lelus hath been 
enquiring for you , & that he hath honoured you to bear his 
chains, which is the golden cnd of his crois , & ſo hath wail= 
ed out a choſen & honourable croſs for yru: 1 wishyou 
much joy & comfort of ir, for I havenothtag to fay of Chriit's 
croſs but much good, I hope my 1l] weid $hall ncver meer ei- 
ther Chriſt or his ſweet & eaite croſs. I know he (eeketh of us an 
our-caſt with this houſe of clay , thi, mother=priſon , this 
earch, thar we lovefali well: & verily, when Chriſt ſaufferh 
my candle & cauſeth my lighr ro 5hine up" ard, 1tis one ©: my 
rp wond'rs that dirt & clay hath ſo much court witha 


pl not made ofclay , & that our foul gocth out ofkinde'fo far 
4 "2 


_— 
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as to makeanidol of this earth, wy adeformed harlot , asthy 
it chould wrong Chriſt of our love. How faſt, how faſtdowh 
qur ship ſail! And how fair a wind hath Timeto blow us off theſ 
coaſts & this land of dying & peri:hing things! Andalas, oy 
Ship ſaileth one way & flecth many mules in one hour to haſtenyy 
upon eternity, & ourlove& hearts areſailing clofe backoverg 
ſwimming towards calc, lawleſs pleaſure, vaju honour, perishing 
riches, & to build a foo!?s neſt I know not where, & rolay our 
egocs withjn the ſea-mark , & faſten our bits of broken anchor; 
upon the worſt ground inthe world , this flectting & perishing 
lite; &1inthe mean while, time & tide carry us upon another 
life, & thereis duly leſs & lefs oile in our lamp , & leſs & kk 
ſand in our watch-glaſs, O what a wiſe courle were it for us,to 
look away from the falſe beauty of our borrow. d priſon, &rto 
minde & eye & luſt for our countrey | Lord,Lord, take us home, 
And formy ſelf, Ithiax, if apoor , weak, dying sheep ſeek for 
aroidcike& the lee-fide of an hill in a ſtorm, I have cauſeto 
long fora covert from this ſtorm in heaven : 1 know none will 
take my room over my head there ; Bur certatnly ſleepy bed 
would bear reſt 8 a well made bed, &an old crazed bark at a 
Shore, &awearied traveller at home & a breathleſs horſc arthe 
rink's end. Iſcenothing in this life but fin & the fowre fruitsof 
ſin: And O what a burdenisſin ; & what a flavery & miſerable 
bondageis it,to bear the nod & yea's & nay's of ſuch a lord-me- 
fteras a body of fin ! Truly when I think of ir, it is a wonder 
that Chriſt maketh nor fire & azhes of ſuch a dry branch as Iam, 
I would oftca lic down under Chriſt's feet , & bid him trample 

upon me, when [ confider my guiltineſs: . Bur ſccing he hath 

{worn that fin vhall not Jooſe hts unchangeable covenant, l keey 

houſe-room among! the reſt of the 1ll learned bairns , & muſt 

cumber the Lord of tze houſe with with the reſt, till my Lord 

zake the fetrers off legs & arms , & deſtroy this body of fin, & 
make a hole or a breach in this cage of earth, that the bird 
may fice our and the impriſoned foul be at liberty. Inthe 
mean time theleaſt intimation of Chri:'s love 15 ſweet, ang 

he hope of marriage with rhe Bridegroom holccth me in ſoms 

joyſull 02-waiting , that when Chriſt's ſummer- birdgshall fing 
: - upon 
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en the branches ofthe —- 2 shall be tuned byGod hime 
doeth I {cif to helprhem to ting the home-coming of our wel beloved 
thee I & his Bride ro their houte together. When [think of this, I 
Our Þ think winters & ſunamers & years & daycs & time doe mea plea- 
enus © juce that they shorten this untwiſted & weak threed of my life , 
'I& | &thar they pur fin & miferies by hand , & that they shall carry 
hing F meto my Bridegroom within a clap. Dear Brerher , pray for 
our Þ me, that it wouid pleaſe the Lord of the vineyard ro gtiveme_. 
bors I] houſe-room to preach his righteouſneſs againro the great con= 
lng oregation. GTaCe, grace be with you. Remember metg 
ther your wite, | | 


$ tha 


lels Aberd. Y ors 122 hes ſweet Lord 
;,to 1637 leſus. S. R. 
ct _y 


m | To the Lady CULROSS. 


to } Rev.7: 14. Theſe are they vyhich cameout of great tri- 


ill bulation, & have vvashed their robes & made them 

t pyhite in the blood of the Lamb, 

he M AD A M. [168] 

e7 'Racc, mercy & pe-ce be multiplied upon you: I greaty 

le FJ ly long to be refreshed with your letter: 1 am now [all ho- 

- nour & glory to the King erernal, immortal & inviſible] in 

r F betterterms with Chriſt then I was. 1likea fool ſummoned my 

, husband & Lord , & libelled unkindneſs againſt him, bur now 

- Ipaſs from that foolish purſuit , I oiveover theplea, heis God 
& [am man: I was looting a faſt ſtone & digging ar the ground- 


ſtone | rhe love of my LordJto shake & un{.rtleit, but God be 
| thanked,1t is faſt,alli. ſurc: In my priſon he hath chowen me day= 
light ; he dought not hide his love any longer : Chriſt was difſ= 

wſcd & masked,& ] apprehended & was nor ke, he hath faid Ie 

is !, benot afraid : And now his love is better then wine. Oh that 

all the virgins had part of the Bridegroom's love, whereupon he 
maketh me to feed! Help rae topratſe: I charge you, Madamhelp 

meto pay praiſes,8& rel] others , the daughters of Jcruſalem;how 
kinde Chriſt is to a poor priſoner : he hath paycd me wy hundred 

* ,] ERS, told, 
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fold,itis we!l rold me& one to <4 hundred:T am nothing behin. 
de w:th Chriſt: Let not fools , becauſc'of their lazieſoft fle;h, 
raiſe a ſlander & an ill report upon the croſs of Chritt, ir 1s Gycer. 
er then fair; 1 ſce, grace grow:th beſt in wint:r: This 

oor, p.ciſ{:cuted Kirk, this lilie amongſt the thorns , $hall 

lotiou: and laugh upon the gardiner , the husband=naw; 
blcfliag hall light upon it. Oh if 1 could be free of 1ealouties 
of Chriſt aiter this, & b-leeve & keep good quarters with 
my deareſt husband! for he hath been kinde tothe {tranger: & 
gc i: allthis fair hot ſummer-weather , 1 am keeped from lay- 
ang 7 #5 good Fob here, with my ſilence, & with grief to ſte my 
mother wou ded & hcr vail taken fiem her, & the fair T<mplc 
Caitendown: & my. belly is pained , my ſouls heavy for the 
, Captivity o*the daughter of ny people, & becaule of the fu 
of the Lord & his fierce indignation againſt Apoſtate Scorlang, 
I pray you, Madam, I:t me have that which is my pra-er 
here , thar my ſufferings may preach to the four quar. 
ers of this land, and therefore tell others how open-handed 
Chriſt hach been to th: priſoner and the oppreſlcd ſtranger: 
Why $should I conceal it > 1 know no other way how to 
elorifie Chri + , but to make an open proclamation of his 
bore and of his his (ot and ſweer kifſes to me in the fur- 
mace, & of his fidelity ro ſuch as ſuffer for him. Giveirme 
under your hand thar ye will help me to pray praiſe, bur rather 
ro praiſe & rejayce in the ſalvation of God. Grace, orace 
bc with you. 


Aberd. Dec. zo. Y ours tn bis deareſt E9 onely, enely 
1636. Lord leſus, S.R 


lth. = <a nat. 


To the Lady 
CARDONNESS. 


My d:arly beloved E5 longed fir in theLord, (: 69) 
Race, mercy & peace be to you: I long to hear how your 
YI ſoul polperecth & how the Kingdom of Chrift ghriverh in 
| | 2D yah 
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you, Iexhort you & beſecch you iy the bowels of Chriſt fairt 
not, weary not: There 1s a great neccflity ot heaven, ye 
muſt needs have it : All other things, as houlcs, lands , 
chiddren, busband, fiicnds, countrey, credit, health, wealth, 
honour , may be wanted ; bur Heaven 1s ycui one thing nes 
clary , the gocd part that $hall nor be taken from you: See 
that ye buy the ficld v herethe pearl 1s, {ell all & make a pur= 
chaſe of ſalvation: think ir not catic , for 1t 15a ſteep aſcent ra 
eternal glory : - Many are lving dead by the way that are 
ſlain with ſecurity. I haye now been led by my Lord Jclue 
to ſuch a nick in Chriſtianity as I think little of for= 
mer things. Oh whatIwant! Lwant fo many things, that 
lam #lmoit asking if I hadany thing atall: Every man thinkerh 
hetsrich enough 1n grace , till. he rake out his purſe & tell his 
money , & then he finderh his pack bur poor & light in the day 
of a heavy trial, I found | had ncr to bear my expences, and 
chould have fainted if want & penury had not chaſed me ro the 
ſtore-houſe of all. I beſecch you , make covſcience of your 
vaycs , deal kindly & with conſcience with your Tenants: ro 
fill a breach or a hole make not a grezcter breach inthe conſci= 
ence: I wish plenty of love to your ſoul: ler the world be the 
portion of baſtards, make it not yours: after thelaſt trrumper 
Is blowen , the world & all its glory will be ike an 01d houſe that 
is burnt to aches, & likean old fallen caſtle withour a roof. Fy, 

upon us fools who think our ſelves debters to the world, My 
Lerd hath brought meto this, that I would not give adiinkof 

cold water for this world's kirdneſs : I wonder that menilon 
after , love, or care for theſe feathers: it is almoſt an —_— 
world to me to think, that men are ſo mad as to bleck with 
dead earth; ro givecur corſgience & toget inclayagain, isa 
firange bargain, I have written my minge at lengt ro YOuT 
kucband , write to me again his caſe, I cannot forget him in. 
my prayers, Iam looking Chiſt hath ſome clatm to him : My. 
counſel 1s , that ye bear with him when paſſion overtaketh him , 
aA ſoft anſrer putterh away wrath , ar{wer him in what he ſpeak= 
eth & -pply your ſclf in the fear of Ced ro him, &thenye 
will remoye.aponnd weight of your heavy c1ofs that way , & 
| | 7 


lef ly pitieat; [love it to be grieved when he hideth his ſmiles; 
yer beleeve his love in a patient on-waiting and belcevin 
an the dari:z Ye maſt learn toſwim & hold up your head a. 
bove the water, even when the (cnſe of his preſence is ug 
with you , to held up your chin: I1rruft in God, heshal 
brizg your ship ſafetoland, 1 counſel you to ſtudy ſanCifica. 
tion, & to bedead tothis world: urge kindneſs on Xo. 
brex, labour to benchice by his company , the man is acquaint 
with Chriſt. I b:g the help oi your praycrs, forl foige 
pot you: counſel your husband ro fultiil 'my joy &to ſeck 
the Lord". f:ce, shew him from me that my joy & d-fire t>tg 
hear he is in the Lord,God cafterh him o'te2n inmy minde,1 can- 
not fo:get him , I hope Chriſt & he have lom=thing to doc to- 

ether; Bleſs /ohz from me,I write bleſſings to him & ro your 
Shad & the reit of your children. Ler it not be faid,] am not 
in your houſe, through neglett of the Sabbath-exercilc, 


Abecd, Fcbr, 20. Yar lawful C5 lovmy Paſiorm 
1637, hes onel y, oely Lord, S.R, 


79 JONET M*-CULLOCH. 


| Dear Siſter. [ 170 

ras » m:rcy & peace be to you: I long to hear how 
your ſoul proſpercth, Iam as well as apriſoner of Chriſt 

can be,feaſtzd & made far with the comforts of God : Chriſt's 

kiſſes ace made ſweeter to my ſoul thenever they were. I would 

mot change my Maſter with all the Kings of clay upon the carth, 


i. 


O, my welbeloved is ajtogether lovely & loving ! I carenot 
Whar flesh can doe. Iperſwade my ſoul, Idchvercd thetruth 


. of Chriſt ro you, lip not from it for no boaſts or fear of men: 
If yegoe agiinſtthe truth of Chriſt that I now ſuffer for, 1 
Shall bear witneſs againſt you in the day of Chriſti $;er, faſten 


worls 
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fou hall become light. When Chri't hideth himſelf, wait 
on & make di: ti:l he return , 1t 15 not time then: tobe care, 


your grips fa on Chriſt, follow nct the guiſes of rhis ſinfull. 


— 
— 
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world: Let no! this an 1 earth take up yourſoul, ic 
is che portion of baſtards , & yearca childe of God, therefore 
ſck your father's heritage , ſend up your heart to fee the dwel- 
ling houſe & fair rooms in thenew City : Fy , iy upon thels 
who cry up with the World & down with Conicience & Heae 
yen: We havebairns wits, & therefore v e cannot prize Chriſt 
right. Counſel your hu. band & mother to makethem for 
ercrnity , that day 1s drawwg nigh. Pray for me the priſoner 
ef Chriſt ; 1 cannor forget you. 


Aberd. Febre 20, Torr lawfyll Paſlor £5 
1637, Brother , S. R. 
To my Lord 


CAT GHA Lb 


My Lord. [i171] 

Received MrLsletter with your Lo: & his learned thoughts 
þ the matter of Ceremonies: I ow reſpect ro the man's learr.- 
ing , for that I hear him oppolite ro 47974472 Heretics 3; bur 
[with reverence of that worchy man ] I wouder to hear ſuch 
popish-like cxprefiion as he hath in lus letter, as, Your Lo 
may ſpare doubtmgs when tie Kin; & Chanrch have a reed mrhs 
ſerrlmg of ſrech orders,C9 the Clnrc..”s diredl. un im things indifferent 
Corcumtantiaiſas it lodificrent & Circumſtantial were ail one] 
thold be the rule of every prevate Chriſucan, | onely viewed the 
papers in two hour, ſpace, the bearer h..ſting me to write. I finde 
th: worthy man not {o ſeen in this controverkie , as ſome turLu= 
lent men of our countrey,as hecalleth ref##ſers of conformety:; And 
let meſay ir, I am more confirmed 1n z67-corformty,when Iiee 


ſuch a great » it play the at ſo ſlenderly;butl will lay the blame 
.onthe weaknels of the cauſe, ror on the meanneſs of Mr Ls. 
karning. 


I have cyer been & ſtill am coniident that Brirace 
eannot anſwer one argument 4 ſcardalo, & I longed much ta 
bear Mr L. ſpeakrothecauſe, & I would ſay, if fome orgdina- 
ry Divine had anſwered as Mr L. docth , that he unders 


Rood: not the nature ofa Scandal; bur I dare uot yilifie that wor- 
thy 
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thyman io. I am now upon 4s pb), {ome other employment 
I shall,. buc God willing, anſwer thi; to the lacisfying '©fany ng 
prejudged, Iwiil not ſay that every one is acquaint with there. 
ſon in my letter from God's preſence & bright Shining factin 
ſuffcriag ferthis cauſe, 4r;ſtorle never Fnew the medixm ofthy 
clufion,& Chriſt ſaith few 40:v c2.See Rev.2.17.1am lute a cone 
ſcience (tandinginaw ofthe Almighty,& fearing ro make a ittle 
hole in the bottom for fear of und:r=warter, is a ſtrong mediun 
to hold off an erroneous concluſion in the leaſt wing or iith of 
ſweet, (weer Truth, that coucerneth the royal Prerog2tize 
of our Kingly & higheſt Lord Jeſus: And my witnel; is in 
heaven, I faw neither pleaſure nor profit nor honour to hogk 
me orcatch mein entring 1n priſon for Chriſt , but the wind 
en my face for thepreſent : &if [had loved to ſleep in a whole 
skin with the eaſe & preſent delight that I'faw on this fide of jun 
& moan, [ should have lived at eaſe in good hopes to fare as wel 
as others. The Lord knoweth , I preferred preaching of 
Coriit & ſtill doe, roany thing next to Chriſt him(zIFf, & their 


 newCanons took my one, my onejoy from me, which was tome 


25 the poor man's oneeyethat had no moe, & alas, there islittle 
Jodging in their hearr for pity or meicy , topluck out apoor 
man's one eye for a thing #d:fferent , id ef, for knots of ſtrays 
& things | as they mean |] off the way to heaven, Idfire 
not that my name take journey & go2 a pilgrim to Canbridge, 
for feac I comein the ears of Authority: 1am ſh; iently burnt 
alrzady. In the mean time be pleaſcd to try if the Bishopof 


" Se Anirews, & Glaſgow , Gailoway's Ocdinary, will bepleaſed 


eo abate from the hear ofthcir wrath and ler me goe ro my 


| _ Few know the heart of a p:iſoner , vet I hopethe 


Lord shall hew his own glory out of as knotty timber as Iam, 
Keep Chriſt , my dear & worthy Lord : pret2nded paper-argu- 
m2"t5 fromangering the mother-Church that canrcel & nod 
& ſtagger, are not of ſuch weight as peace with the farher & 


- cusband: let the wife oloom, Icarenor, ifrthe hu; band laugh, 
Remember my ſervice ro my Lord your father , & Mother, 


& your Lady. Grace be with you. 
16 


(335) 
To his Reverend & dear Brother 


Y 


ww ROBERT BLAIR. 


Revere::d ©9 dear Brother. ( 172), 


TT Hercaſon yegavefor your nor writing to me , affecterk 
| Joo uuch & givith we a dash, when tuch an one as ye 

conceive an opinion of me or auy thing in me: Therruth1: , 

wh-n1come hometo my ſelf, O what penury doc finde, and 

how fecklef; is my ſuppoſed ſtock , & how little haveI ! Heto 

whom I am as cryſtal & »- ho ſeeth through me & pe:c-iverhrhe 

kaſt mote that is 1a me, knoweth tharl ſp.ak what I think & am 
convinced of: But men caſt me rhrough a groſs & widetieve 2 
my very dear Brotier, the room of the leaſt of all ſaints is ros 
great for the like of me: Bur leſt this should ſeem art to ferch 
home reputation { ſpeak no more of it: Itis my werth to be 
Chriſt's ranſomed finncr & tick one: His relation to me, 13, 
that lamiick & He is the phyſician of whom I ſtand in necd ; 
Alas, how often play I faſt & looſe with Chriſt: Hebindeth T 
looſe, he buildeth 1 caſt down, he tr immeth up a ſalvation for 
m:& 1 marir , I caſt out with Chriſt & he agreeth with me 
again twenty times a day, I forfeit my Kingdom & heritage, I 
loſe what I had ; but Chriſtis at my back , and following onto 
toop & take up + hat falleth from me Were 1 in heaven & had 
the crown on my head , if Freewill were my tutour I chould loſe 
heaven; feetng | loſ! my ſelf, what wonder I shouldlet goe & 
loſe Jelus ay Loid 2 O well to me for evermorethat I haye 

cracicd my credit with Chriſt, & can ot by law atall borrow 

from humupor my fckleſs & wo: thleſs bond & fairh ! for my 

{ich & repvtation with Chriſt, is, that I am a creature that 

God will not pur any truſt into; I was , & am bewildered with 
t:mptations, & wanted a euide to heaven, O whithavelto: 
fav of that excellent , ſurpaſi ng & ſup-reminent thing they calÞ 
The Crace of God, the way of free redemption 1n Chriſt } 
Ard when poor poot I, Par inlaw , wasſold, fettered & im= 
priloncd in Juſtices cloſeſt ward, which is hell & damnation; 
whey 
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when 1 2 wretched one ilar x6ble leſwe, eternally high 
Jeſws,tender hearted leſus ,nay , when he lighted Upon metiſty 
knew me, I found that he {corned to takea price or any thing 
like hire of Angels, or Seraphims , or any of his creatures ; ang 
thecefore 1 would praiſe him for this, that the whole armicof 
the redeemed ones lit rent-free in heaven: ' Our holdsrg is better 
then Blenc: Weare all Free-holdors, & lecing our ectunall fey. 
 awtyis but thanxs, Oh wocrtull merhat [ have but fpilt chanks 


filver 1s nor good & current wich Chriſt, wer it not thar free 
merites haveſtamyed it & washen i & me both ! And for my 
filence, I ec ſomewhat better through it now: If my high& 
lofty once > my princely & Royall Maſter ſay , Held , hold tay 
peace, 7 laybonds on thee then ſpeak, none, 1 would fin be 
content, & let my firebe {inothercd under ashes, without lhe 
or flame, Icannor helpit , Itakelaws from my Lord, but] 
givenone. A: for your journey to F, .y<doe well to follow it: 
The camp in Chriſt's ordinary bed: A carried bed is kindly to 


knowerh bur our Lord hath ſome Centurions yeare ſent to : 
Sceing your angry mother denierh you lodging & houſe-room 
with her, Chriſt's call to unknown faces muſt be your ſecond 
wind, feeingye cannot have a firſt. O that our Lord would 
water again with a new vitite this piece withered & dry hill of 
our widow-mount-Zion | -2y Dear Brother, 1 will thinkit 
comfort if ye ſpeak my nameto our welbeloyed : wherever je 
are Iam mindefull of you. O that the Lord would yet mako 
thelight of the moon in Scoziard like the light of theſun, and 
the light of che ſun ſeven fold brighter. For my felf, as yet 
have reccived no anſwer whither togoe: I waiton': O that 
Jeſus had my love !  Ler matters frame as they liſt, 1 haveſome 
more todo: with Chriſt; yet I would fain we were nearer.Now, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, the very God of peace, clia- 
blizh & confirm yourill theday of his coming. 


Aberd. Sept. 9, Tours in bis lovely E5 ſweet 
1637. Lord Teſus, S.R. 
7, 


& broxen, lame & miſcarried praiſesro give him , & fo my 


the Bcloved down in this lower houſe: It may be, & who 


| t 
To the Lady CARLETON. 
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os. MITRE KASES (o23) 
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nicof | FARace , mercy and peace betovou: My foul longeth onee 
I FR x 

ttc acainto be amongſt you , & ro octola that beauty ot the 


fen. Þ Lucd that] would ſ-e in his houſe: But Ixnow not ifhcin 
ants | whoſe hand: are all our wayes ſeth it expedi-nc for tus glory 3 
ay } 1 ow my Lotd | | Know | ſubmiſſion of ſput, ſuppoſe he 
fre Þ chou!d turn me into a tione or pillar o: falr., Oh that 
my | ] were He, in whom my Lord could be glorificd , ſup= 
h& poſe my lictie heaven were forkeited to buy glory to lum 
try Þ bifore men and Angels, ſuprole my want of his prejence, 
1 be Þ and ſeparation from Chriſt were a ptiilir as Inzh as cen 
'ohe F heavens for Chriſt's olory to ftand upon above all the 
utl F yoildd ! What am I to him? How little am 1 ſrhough 
Vit: BY myfeathers ſtood our as broad 2; the morning hgh: | :otfuch 
't0'F ahioh, toſich a lofty, to ſuch a never-enough adintred & 
rho ' glorious Lord ? My rial: are heayy, b-cauſe of my {ad ſab 
0: F baths; butT know they areleſs then my Noh provocations: I 
om }F feck no more bur that Chriſt may be the g2iner and I the 
nd JF joſer; that he may be raiſed and highrned, aud Ieryeddown, 
and my worth made duſt before his glory. Oh that Scor- 
of lazd, all with one $hour, would cry up Chriſt, and that his 
MY namewerehizhin this land ! I finde the very urmoſt borders 
'* of Chriſt's high excellency and deep (we-tnels heaven and 
wo earth's wonder. O what is he, if 1 could win 1n to ſee his 't 
ad | innerfide! Oh1 am run diy of loving and wonderthz ad. | 


a3 
ua as Hoe on» i at Arn Ys earn tres, on nn ret 


tl adoring of that great«(t & moſt admirable one! Woc, wo? i 

_ is m2 I have nor half-love for hin! Alas whatcrn my diop 

y doeto his great ſea! Waar gain 1s 1t to Chili that L have | 

% Þ caftin my little ſparkle in his orcar fire ! What can1give ; 

* | rohim* Ohrhatl had love to fill a choaſand worlds, thar 3K 
E might emptie my ſoul of ir all vpn Criſt ! I think ;A 
I have now juſt reaſon to quite my part of any hope or \ 
love that I have to this ſcum and the refuſe of the droſs 

, of God's work=man.hip , this vain cazth; 1 ow to rhis 

: YL Kormy, 
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ſtormy world f whoſe kindnels 0. heart to me hath been mate 
of iron, or of apiece ofa wilde ſea-Iſland, that never a creature 
of God yct lodged in J notalook: Tow 1tnolove, nohope, 
& therefore Oh if my love were dead toit, & my ſouldead toi! 
What am 1 obliged to this houſe ol my pilgrimage > A ſtray 
for all that God hath made, ro my ſoul*. liking , except God & 
that lovely one Jeſzes Chrift : Seeing 1 am not this world's debt. 
er, Idcfire I may be ſtriped of all confidencein any thing but my 
Lord, that he may be for me, &1 for my onely, onely , ondly 
Lord; that he may bethe morning & evening=ride, the top 
the root of my joyes, & the heart & flower & yolk of allmy 
ſouPs delights. O lct me never lodge any creaturein my heart 
& confidence! Let thehouſe be for him: I rejoyce that (a 
dayes cut off apiece of thelcaſe ofmy short life , & that my 
Shadow [ even while I ſuffer ] weareth long , & my evening 
haſteneth on: Thave cauie to lovehome with all my heart, 
& to rake the opportunity of the day to haſten to the end ofmy 
journey , before the night come on wherein a man cannot 
ſee to walk or work; that once after my falls I may at, 
night fall 2, weary and tired. as I am » 1n Chriſt's boſom, 
& berwixt his breaſts: Our priſon cannot be our beft coun- 
trey: This world looketh nor like heaven & the happinch 
that our tired fouls woul be at; & therefore it were good to ſeek 
abour for the wind, & hoiſe up cur ſailes rowards our new Jeru= 
falem , for that is our beſt. Remember a priſoner to Chiilt, 
Grace, grace be withyou. 


Aberd. 16 37, T oter's ines onely Lord 
E5 Maſter - $. Rs 
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Tomy Lord 
CRAIGHALL: 


My Lord. (174) 


F Received oneletter of your Lo : from C & another of lare 
Team A.B., wheretn I inde your Lo: 1n perplexity what to 
doe: Bur let meentreat your Lo: not to caule your (lf miftake 
Truth & Chriſt, becauſe they feem ro encounter with your 
peace & eaſe: My Lord, remember that a priſoner ath written 
troyen , Lstbe Lord liverh, if ye put to yorr hand wer other 
Apoſtares in this L:nd to pull down ru ſ ometimebeaut:fuil tav.rnacle 
of Chriſt ma ths land , ES joyn hands nithih.m m one hair-breadth 
70 welcome Antichriſt zo Scorland , tice is wat: gone out from the 
Lord agarrſt yoze E9 your kowuſe. It the terror of a King hath 
overtaken you,& your Lo; -looketh to ſleep in your neſt in peace 
& totakethe neareſt shore, there are maany wayes, too too 
many wayes how to shift Chriſt with ſome il[=washen and fout 
diſtintions ; but aſlure your (elf, ſuppoſe a King should af- 
ſureyou he would be your God | as he shall never be, for that 
ptece of ſervice] your clay-god $hall die and your carnall 
counſellers, when your conſcience shall ſtorm againft you , 
& ye complain to them, they will lay, Wat isrhat rous fo Be, 
leeve not that Chriſt is weal: , or that heis not ableroſave: OF 
two fires that ye cannot pals, take thelcaſt : Some few years will 
bring us all out in our black's and whites before our Judge, 
Eternity is nearerto you then ye are awareo®: Togozonin 
2 courſe of defetion, when an cnlighrned conſcirnceis ftirring, 
& looking you in the face, & crying withinyou, 5.Lar ze are 
gung in anevilway , is, aſtep toth: fin againlt che holy Ghott:; 
Either many of thi« land are near thatiin, orciſe I Xnow not 
whatitis: Andif this for which I now ſiffer be not rhe way 
of peace, & the King's high - way to ſaivation, I beleeve 
there is not a way atail: There is not ſuch breadrh and 
tbow=room in the way to heayen as men belecye, . Howbeoir | 


Y 3 rhis 


_ 


0.) 
this day be not Chrifl's, the morrow shall be his : I belege 
afſurediy our Loid hall rep.ur the old «a. eplaces and hi 
ruined houle in Scorlazd ; & this wildernels shall y<r vloflom 
as the role. My very worthy G5 dear Lord , Wait upon hin 
who hideth his face trom the, houſe of J:cob & iook for him: 
wait patiently a little upon the bridegroom's rerura again, 
that your ſoul may liye and ye may rejoyce vith the Lord's in. 
hericance: I dare pawnd my life and foul forit, if yerake 
this ſtorm with bor..- yown Chriſt, your skie $hall quickly 
clear , & your fair morning dawn. Think | as the truk 
is ] thar Chriſt is jult now ſaying, And will ye alfo lee 
-7e? Ye have a fair occation to oratifhe Chiiſt now, if Fe 
will ſtay with kim, & want the nighr's ſlcep with your ſuffer. 
ing Saviour one hour , now when Scozland hath fallenaſleey 
aid leaveth Chriſt ro fend for himſelf, 1 profeſs my (clF bur 
weak feeble man, when I camefirſt to Chriſt's cawp 1 ha 
notning to maintain this war or to bear me out in this cn. 
counter, andIam little better yer ; but fince, I finde furni- 
ture, armour and ſtrength from the confecrared Captain, 
the Prince of our falyarion, who was perfefted though ſuffer. 
ing, I eſtzem ſuffering for Chriſt a Kine's life: I inde that 
our wants qualifie us for Chriſt ; & howbcit your Lo: write, 
ye deſpair ro attain toſuch a communion & fellowship [which 
I would not have you to think ] yct. would ye nobly and 
couragecouſly venture to make over to Chiift, for hi: Eonour 
now lying at.the ſtaze,your eſtate,piice and honour ; He would 
lovingly and largely requite you , and give you a King's 
word for a recompenſe: Venture upon Chriift*s coxze, and 
1 dare {wear ye hall fay as it is Pſ.rl: 16:7. 7 bleſs the Lord 
who gave me corel, My very worthy Lord , many eyecin 
both the kingdoms are upon vou now, and the eye of our 
Lord is upon you, acquite your {elf manfully for Chiſt: 
Spill not this cood play: Subſcribe a blank ſubmiſſion , and 
pur it in Chriſt's hands: Win, win the bl:flings and pray- 
ers of your fighing aut forrowfall mother-church ſceking 
vour help: Win Chritt's bond | whoisa King of his word] 
for a hundred fold mare even in this life, Ifa weak man hath 
palt 


! 
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iſt 2 promiſe toa King to mY a{lipro Chriſt [if we look ts 
fiech & blood I wonder not cit, poſlibly-I might havedone 
worſe my felt, but ] adde nor further guiltineſs ro goeon 
in ſuch a ſcandalous and foul way : » Remember that there ig 
4 wee, moe 10 kim by wha offences come: This woe came out 
of Cluiſt's m. ut'+, and it is neavier then the woe of the Law : 
It is the Ni-diatoi's vengeance, & thatis two yengeances 
to theſe who are enlightaed: Free your ſelf from unlawfull 
anguish abuut adviiing and reſolving : 
come to your haud, Roldir falt, 20C Not again to make a 
new ſeach and enquiry for truth: Ir 1: calieto caule conſci.. 
ence belceve as y<wll, not as ve &:ow; Iris eaficfor you 
to caſt your light into priſon, and detain God's truth in un- 
righreouſn 5; Bur that priſoner will breax ward to your in- 
comparable torture ; Fear your light, and ſtand in aw of 
it, to 1t 15 from God: T':nk whac honour its in this lifealfo 
to ve «.nrolled ro the ſucceeding ages amongtt Chriſt's wit- 
nefſes, ſtanding againſt" the re-entry of Antichriſt: I know 
citainly your light looking to two wayes, and tothe two fide, 
cryeth shame upon the courſe that they would counſel you ta 
follow : The way that is halfer and comparrner with rhe 
ſmoke of this fat world & with eale, ſinclleth ſtrong of a 
foul & falſe way. The Prince of peace, he who brought 
z2ain from thedead,the great shepherd of his sheep,by the blood 
of the eternall covenant , eſtablish you, and olve you ſound 
loht, & counſel youto follow Chriit. Remember my oblig- 
&d ſervice to »wy Lad your Farixr, & Meoth:r, & your Lady, 
Gracebe with you. 


Yer T.o: at all obliged obedzence ma 


Aberd. Agut, 19, 
xs (meet Lord leſus, SR. 


1637), 


When the truth is © 
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(342) * 
To |JEAN' GORDON. 


My wcry dear & loving Siſter, (175) 


Race , mercy & peace be to yout Tlovg tohear fron 
F you: Icxhortyoutotet up the brace to the King's city tha 
mutt be taken with violence: Your afternoon's ſun is wearing 
low: Time willeat up your frail lifelike a worm gnawing x 
the root of a May-flower: Lend Chiiſt your heart: Serhin 
as a ſeal there: Take him 1n within, & ler the world and 
-chiidren ſtand at the door; they are not yours , make you 
and them for your p:oper owner, Chiiit: It is good Heis 
your husband and their tather: What miſſing can there he 
of a dying man , when God filleth his chair? Give hoursof 
the day to prayer: Fash Chiiſt [If I way ſp:ak fo] andim- 
poitune him, be otten at his gare , give his door no 
xcſt; 1 can tell you he will be found : O what ſweet 
fcllowship is betwixc him and me ! | am impriſond, 
but keis pot impriſoned: He hath shamcd me with his kind. 
neſs: He hath come to my p.ifon & run away with m 
heart &all my love: Well may he Lrooke it: 1 vid 
my love ger NcVCTan owner but Chriſt : Fy, fy upon old loy. 
ers that held us ſo long aſunder! We shall nor parr now! 
He & I «hall be heard before he win out of iy grips : I reſolve 
to wreſtle with Chriſt ereI quite him : Bur my loverto him 
hath caſten my ſoul i:i a fever, & there is no cooling of my fee 
ver tillI get r. all policflion of Chriſt: O ſtrong , ſtrong love 
of Jclus, thou haſt wounded my heart with thine arrows! O 
pain! O pain of love101 Chriſt ! Who will help me topraiſ 
Ler me have your praycrs. Grace be with you, 


Aberd. March.13., Yorrs in bus ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſws. S.R. 
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(343-) 
To GRISS AL FULLERTON. 


Dear Siſter. (176) 


Exhorr you 1n the Lord to ſeek your ome 2:17 , Marie's 
] good part that shall not betaken fromyou: Ser your hearr 
& ſoul on tie Childrens 1nheritance: This clay=id- the world, 
is but'for Baſtards & ye are his lawfull begotten childe: Learn 
the way | as your dear mother hath hath gone before you ] ro 
knock at Chriſt's door : Many an almes of mercy hath Chriit 
ojyento Her, & hath abundance behindetogivetoyou: Ye 
arethe (ced of the faithfull & born within the Covenant , claim 

our right. I would nor exchange Chriſt Jeſus for ten worlds 
of glory: Iknow now | bleſlcd be my teacher ] how to hut 
the lock & unbolt my welvcloved's door , & he maketha poor 
ſtanger welcome when he comerh to his houſe : I am ſwelled up 
& fariffied with rhe love of Chriſt that is b:tter then wine : lt is 
a fire in my foul; lerhell & the world caſt water on it, thy 
will not mend themſelves: Ihave now ootten the right gate 
of Chriſt: I recommend him to youaboveall things: Come 
& finde the ſmell of his breath : Sce if his kifles be nor ſweet : 
Hedefireth no betrer then to be much madeof : Behomely 
vith him & yeshall be the more welcome: Ye know not how 
fain Chriſt would haveall your love, Think not this is imagi- 
nations & bairns=play we make din for : I would not fu fler for 
itifit wereſo: I1darc pawnd my heaven for it, that 1t1s the 
way to glory: Think much of truth, & abhorre theſe wayes 

evifed by men in God's worship. The Grace of Chriſt be 
with you, 


Aberd. March.1 4. Y ours 72 hrs fr weet Lord 
1637. leſs S. 
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(344.) 
To PATRICK CARSEN, 


Dear E5 lowing fried. (177) 
Cannor out upon tae opportunity of a bearer exhort youts 
L cetgn; the love of your yourh ro Chriſt, & jnthis day while 
your fun 1s high and yuur youth ferveth you, to ſeek rhe Lot 
and his face ; io: thu 13 nothing out ofhcaven fo neciflu« 
ry for you as Cariit: And yecannor veignorant but your dz 
will cnd , & the night of dearh wiil cail you from the pleaſure; 
of tis life, & a doom g1vcn out in cea. h ſtaaderh for ever as 
long as God liveth. Youth o:d:narily is a Poſt & 1cady ſervant 
for Satan xo run errands; tor it js a neſt for luſt,curting, drunze- 
nifs, blaſpheming., of God, ly:ng, piid: & vanitic, 
That there were fuck an h. art in you as to Er the Lord,& tode= 
dicate youi ſoul & body to ht, ſer vice : When thetune cometh 
that your cyc-firings shall break , & your :acc wax pale, and 
legs & arms trens- I-, & your breath crow cold , & yourpoor 
ſoul look our ai you. piifon—houl. of cl.y io be ſcrarliveity; 
then a good confgience. & your Loid's favour shall be worthall 
the world's glory: Scek1t as your garland & crown. Graccbe 
with you. | | | 


' Abcrd. March. 14. 
1636. 


- 


Yours 7# bas ſweet Lond 
Jeſus, S.R. 


7 JOHN CARSEN. 


My welbeloved & dear friend. 


178) 
FJ} Very onecccketh notGod, & far fewer finde him,becauſerhey | 
(eek amiſs: Heisto be fought for aboveall things,1f mc | 


would findc what tizey ſeck: Let feathers & shadows alone 19 


children & goe ſeek your welbeloy:d: 
the world, is, to wooe Chiiſt; thercfore put other Jovt!s 


from about his houſe, & let Chriſt have all your love; without | 


miniching or diyiding it: Ir islittle cnough ifrhere were mort 


= 


Your onely crrand 10 | 


0 


A 


| (345 
ef it! The ſerving ofthe world ; fin hath bur a baſe reward,8&& 
ſmoke in ſtead ot plealures, & but a night-dream for true caſe 
tothe ſoul: Goe where ye will youi {out shall nor flcep ſound 
bur in Chritt's volom: Cometn to kim & lie down & reſt you 
on the ſlain Son of God & er quire for him : I ſoughthim , & 
row a ig forall the worm-eates, pleatures, & moth-caten glo- 
ry out of heaven , finceI have tou: d him, & 1n him allican 
want or .15h: He hath made me a King over the world : 
Princes cannot over coine me: Chiiſt hath given me the marti« 
a: kits, & he hath my mariag love: Wehave made up 2 
full batgain that Shall not goc b.ci. on cither fide? OC it ye and 
all in that countrey knew what ſweet terins of mMcrcy are betwixt 
hum & me! Grace be with you. : | 


Aberd. Match. 11, Yours #7: bys fect Lord 
AY 1637, leſus . >. Re 


To my Lady B O Y D. 


M 4D 4M. [ 17 9:] 


7 Would have wri:tzn to your La: erenow , bur peoples bee 
] Icevivg theretsin methat which I know there 15 not, hath pur 
me out cf love with wricive to any; OL It is cafie to put religion 
troa market & publick fair, bur alas 1t 1s not ſo ſoon madccyc= 
ſwecr for Chriſt : My Lord ſerth me aticed man far behinde: I 
have gotten much love from Ch:iſt , bur 1 give him little oc 
none again: My white fide cometh out in paperto men, butar 
home & withia, 1 finde much black work,& great cauſe ofa low 
fil & of little boaſting ; & yer Howbear 1 {ce challenges ro be 
true, the manner of the Temprer's prefſing of them 1s uchoneſ}, 


& in my own thoughts knavih-lke: My peace is, that Chriſt 
may finde ſale & -uting of his wares In the like of me, [I 
meanfor ſaving grace : I vich all proteſtors to fallin lore 
with Crace; All ow: ſongs should b- of his free-Grace: - We 
are buttoo lazic and carcicis 1 


n ſceking of t: It 5 all 
Ys C25 


C 5 a 


6.) 
our riches we havehere, & glory inthe bud: I wish I coull 
ſer out ::ce Grace: Iwasthe Laz's man & under the Loy, 
8 under a curſe; but Grace brought me from under that hard 
Lord , & I rejoyc? thatT am Grace*s Free-holder: | pay tribute 
to none for heaven , ſeeing my land & heritaze holderh of Chii 
my new King: Infinite wiſdom hath deviſed this excellent 
way of Fre. -boldrms for ſinners: It is a better way to heaven they 
the 1d way that was1n Adam's dayes : Ir hath this fair ads 
yantage that no man's emprineſs & want layeth an inhibition 
upon Ciriſt or hindereth his ſalvation: [ & har is far beſtfor 
me] bur our aew Land-Lord putterh the names of Dyyours& 
Adam's forlorn Heirs, & beggers & crooked & blinde in thefire 
charters: Heaven & Angels may wonder that we have gotten 
ſuch a gate of {in & hell: Sucha back-entry our of hellx 
Chriſt made & brought our the captives by, is, morethenm 

poor shallow thoughts can comprehend: 1 would think ſuffer. 
ings, glory \& I am fomerimes nor farfromit} ifmy Lord 
would give mea new almes of free grace, I hear that the 
Prelars are intending banishment for me; bur for more grace, 
& no other hire, I would 'make it welcome: Thebits of this 
clay-"ouſt , the earth, & the other fide oftheſea, are my 
father's: If my ſweet Lord Jeſus would bud my ſufferings 
with a new meaſure of grace, I werea rich man: Bur I have 
not now of a long time found ſuch high ſpring=tides as former- 
Iv: Theſzais out, & the wind of his >pirit calm, & Icans 
not buy a wind, or by requeſting the ſea cauſe it tro flow again; 
onely I wait on, uponthe banks & shore-ſide, till the Lord 
ſend a full ſea, that with up-failes I may lift up Chriſt: Yer 


forrow for his abſence is ſweet , & {ighes with Saw ye hamwhon 


my "qe loverh, have their own delights: Oh that! might | 


oath:r hunger againſt his long-looked for return! Well were 
my ſoulif Chriſt were theelement , mine own element , &that 
I loved & breathed in him , & 1f I could not live withouthim: 
Iallow not laughter upon my ſelf when He is away ; yer He 
pever leayerh the houſe, but he leaverth drazk- money behinde 
him, &apawnethat he will return: Woe, woeto meif he 


should goe away & takeall bis flitting with him: Eycatodream 


of 


of him is ſweet: To build a houſe of pining wiskes for his return, 


to pinouta web offo.row & care & langutshtig &lighes,cither 


dy or wet as they may be, becaule he harh noleiſure (zFfl may 

a ſo; to make a vititc, or to ſec a poo: friend, ſwertnerh & 

r.tc- h-rh the thoughts of the hea:t: Anmiltiedew will ttand 

fo: rata , & doe ſome good , & Keep ſome greenneſs in the herbs, 

till our Lorg's clouds 1ue upon tc earth , & lend down a water. 

ing of rain; Tru.y I think Chriſt's miſtze dew a welcome mefſ. 

ſgcfiom heaventill my Lor .*s rain fall: Woe, wocis me for 

the Lord's vineyard 1n Scotland: Howbeit the Father of the 

houſe embrace a childe, & feed him & kiſs him yet its ſor= 

row and ſadneſs to the children, that our poor mother 

hath gotten herlzave, & that our Father hath given up houſe: 

Itis an unheartſom thing to ſce ourFather & morher agreeſoill, 

yct the Baſtaidsif rhey be fed carenot: O Lord cait not wa- 
ter on Scorl and*s ſraoking coal. It is aſtrangegatethe ſaints 

goe to heaven , our enemies ofcen ear & 1t1ukus, & wegoeto 

heaven through their bellies & ſtomacks, & they yomirthe 

church of God undigeſted among their hands, & even while 

weareshur up in priſons by them, we advancein our j- urney., 

Remember my ſervice tomy £ird, your kinde Son, who was 

kinde to me in my bonds, & was not ashamed to oun me: TI 
would be glad that Chriit got the merning-ſcrviceof þis life 
how in his yourg years: Ir would fute him well to vive Chriſt 
his young & green love: Chriſt's ſtamp and ſcal would goe 
fardown in a + oung foul, If he would icccive thethreſt of 
Chriſt's ſtamp: 1 would defire him to makeſearch for Chriſt, 

for Nobles now are but dry f:icnds to Chriſt. The Graceof 
God our Father , & the goodwill of him whodweltin the busky 

be with your La. 


Aberd. 
1637. 


Yours iz ls ſweer Lord 
Jeſws-. SG © 
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(348) 
To the Lady 


CARDONNESS ELDER, 


Worthy E9 weibeloved 12 the Lord (180.) 


| £9 mercy & peace be toyou: \Ilongto hear from 
you in paper,that I may know how your ſoul proſpereth; 
My dclice &longin- 1 co hear that ye walk 1nthe ruth, & that 
yeare content to follow the deſpiſed, but moſt lovely Sonof 
God: I cannot but recommend him ynto you as your hus. 
band, your welbeloyed , your portion , your comfort & your 
Joy : I ſpeax this of that lovely one,becauſe I praiſe & commend 
the foordſas weuſe to ſpak}] as { findetts Heharh warere 
with his ſwcer comfo:t, an opprefizd prifoner; He was alwayes 
kinde to my ſoul, but never fo kindeas now in my greatcſ 
extremities: Idine & tup with Chriſt: Heviſttcth my foul 
with the viſitations of loyc in the night-watches. 1 per{wade 
my foul that this is the way to heaven , & his own Truth, I now 
ſaffer for: Iexhortyouin the name of Thriſt to continue 
the truth which I deliveredro you: Make Chriſt ſure to your 
foul ; for your day draweth nigh toan end : Many ſlide back 
now, whoſecmcd ro be Chriſt's friends , & prove dishoneftto 
him: Bur beye faithfull ro the death, & ye hall havethe 
crown of lite: This ſpan=!ength of yout dayes , whereof the 
Spirit of God ſpeaketh, Pal. 39. will within a short time,come 
toa finger-breadth & at legth ronothing: O how ſweet & 
comfortable hall the feaſt ofa ood conſcience be to you, when 
your cys-ſtrings hall brca% , your face waxpale, & the breath 
turn cold, & your poor {oul come fighing to the windows of 
the houſe of clay of your dying body , & chall long to beout, 
& to hay- the jaylor to open the door, that the priſoner may be 
ſer atliberty: Yedraw nigh the water=fide, look your ac= 
counts: Ask for your guideto take you ro the other fide : Let 
nat the world be your portion ; Whar have ye todoe with dead 
clay? Yearenot a baſtard bur a lawfull begotten childe ; there- 
fore {ct your heart on the inheritance 5+ Goe up R_ 
an 
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nd ſee your lodging * 
in heaven's 17 Your fat 


arcgoing tO, & 
areabove where Chiilt 1s » at the right 
up YOUT hisbard to mn 
him to deal mercifully with rhe poo: P 
They are Chrilt's & not his; therefore 
mercifull dealt 
defireyou tO W riteto Me ? 
me; bur my 
them: They are my 
Ithink my \f like an husban 
youth : 
ſoul to hear , that my minitery 
among them , & that they are wal 
ber my love ro your Son and D 
me to ſeek the Lord in thetr yourn >» and 
morning of their dayes * 
God & prayer. Grace be with you. 


9] 


[34 
Look through all your farher*s rooms 
her's houſe arc many dwc!ling-places 3 


Men take a tight of lands ee they buy chew : i know Chrift 
bach made the bargain already : Bur be kirde tothe hou: ye 
ize it ofrens Ser Your heart on things that 


hang of Ged: Stir 
dc his own Count ey at home: Counſel 
cople of God under him 3 
4:;fire him roshew them 
ng & kindneſs, & ro be good ro their ſouls, I. 
it may be that my Parisi forget 
;rneſs 1s 10 heaven 1 dow, not, I doe not forget 
fghes in che night 8 my £ars in theday: 
d plucked Gom the witc of his 
© Lord be my Judge what joy It would b:to my 
hath 1:* the Son of God 
king 1 Chriſt ! - Rememe 
Defirethem from 
to give him the 
hem with the word of 
Pray for th: priſoner of 


auvhrre: 


Acquaimt 


Chriſt: In wy heart 1 forget you NO. 
Aberd, March. 6. Y 0x67 Low fecll ES lowing Paſtor , in hes 
1637- ozely Lord icſus S.R. 
wh: - 
To Ar. 
JAMES HAMILTON. 
Reverend E9 dearly beloved mn 07 Leord. (iS) 


Our acquaintance is net- 
| ut as ſons of the {2me 

ther & ſufferers for the ſame riurh. Lerno man doubt bur the 

ſtate of our queſtion we are BOW forced to ſtand to by ſufering 

exile &, impriſonmentzis,1f te ſes She'd reigi over kis Kt k,or non 
(@) 


'Race,mercy & peace be to you: 
ther in bodily preſence.ncr in paper, 


- 


ſO) 
Oh if my finfu!l arm could holdthc crown on his head, howhy 
ir should be ſtiiken off from the shoulder-blade. For your 
enſuing & fearedtrial, my very deareſt --0ur Lord Jeſus, Aly 
what.im I to ſpeak, to comfort a foutdier of Chri.i, who hah 
done an hundred times more for that worthy & honoucahy 
cauſcthunl candoe? Bur T know theſe whom the worlq yy 
NOT worthy of, wandered up & down in delerts & in mountain 
& 1n dens & caves of theearth , & that whule there is one men. 
ber of myſtical Chri:t out of heaven, that mcumbermult (ufkr 
ſtrokes till our Lord Jeſus draw 10 that member within the 
gatcs of the new Icruſalem , which he will nor fail ro doe athiit; 
for not onetoe or finger of that body bur it shall berakEin with, 
inthecity. What can beour part 1nthis pitched barrel berwig 
the Lawb & the Dragon? But to reccivethe darts in patience 
thar rebound oft us on upon our ſweer Maſter, or rather lioke 
firlt upon him & theo rebound oft him up2n his ſervants, |] 
think it a fycer North-wind that bloweth firſt upon the fair face 
of the chief amony ren thouſand &rhen lighteth upon our finkl 
& black faces: When oncethe wind bloweth off him uponme, 
I think it hath a fweer finell of Chriſt, & ſo muit b. ſome more 
then a fingle crof;. Iknow ye havea oua'd about you, & your 
attendance & train for your ſafery, 15 tar b-yoad your purſucy 
force or fraud: It is good under feud to be nar our war=loule 
& ſtrong hold; Wecan doe but little to reſiſt them who perſccut 
us & oppoſe him, but keep our blood & our woundsrto then 
Court=ay , when our complaints will be read : If this day be 
not Chriſt's, Iam ſure the morrow shall be his. As forany 
thing I dozin my bonds when now & thena word fallcth from 
me, alas itis very little! I am exceedingly orieved that any 
Should concetye any thing to be in ſucha broken, & emptie 
reed , let no man impure 1: to me that the free & unbought wind 
[for I gave nothing tor ic | bloweth upon an empty reed: Ian 
his overburdened d:brer. I cry down with ze, down, down 
with all the excellency of the world, & up, up with Chriſt: 
Long, long may that fair One, that holy One be oa high: 
My curſe be upon them thar love him not. O how glad would 
Lbeif his olory would grow out & (pring up out of my _ 


Fl 
& ſufferings ! Certainiy "al I became his priſoner , hehath 
won the yolk & heart of my ſoul: Chriſt is even become 2 
new Chriſt ro me & his love greener then it was , & now I ſtrive 
no more with him , his love $ball carry it away: I laydown 
my ſelf under his love, I dchire to fing & tocry & toproclaim 
my ſelf even under the water, in his common. -& eternally in- 
debred tohis kindneſs: I will nor offer to quite commons 
with him [as we uſeto fay | tor that will nor be: All, all for 
evermore be Chriſt's. What fuither trials are before me 
know not, but 1 know Chriſt will havea ſaved foul, of me, over 
onthe other fide of the water, in the yonder fide of crofles & 
b:yond mens wrongs. | had but oneeye & that they havepur 
out : My one joy , next ro the flower of my joyes , Chriſt , 
was to preach my ſweeteit, ſweereſt Maſter and the glory 
of his Kingdom, and it ſeemed no cruelty ro them tg 
ut out the poor man's one eye. And now I am ſeeking 
about to ſee it ſfersg will ſpeak my fair OnCs praiſes , & I am 
trving if a dumb man's rongue can raiſe one note or one of 
Zion's ſpringsto advance my Welbeloved's glory: Oh if he 
would make ſome glory to himſclt our of adumb prifoner ! I 
Joe with childe of i:15 word, I cannot be deliv:red, none here 
will havemy Maſter , Alas ! What aileth themat him 2 I 
bleſ: you for your prayers, addeto them praiſes: AsIamable 
Ipay you home. Icommend your diving 1n Chriſt's Teſta» 
ment, I would I could (ct out thedead man's goodwill to his 
friends in his ſweet Teſtament: Speaxaprifoner's hearty com- 
mendations to Chriſt: fear nor, your ten dayes will over. Theſe 
that are gathered againſt mount Zion, their eyes hall melt as 
way 1n their eye-holes and their rongves conſume away 1n 


< ay : O 
their mouthes , & Chriſt's withered garden $h.'}] grow green 


againin Scotland ; My Lord Jeſus hath a word hid in heaven. 


tos Scorland, nor yet brought our, Gracebe with you. 


Aberd. July.7. 
1637, 
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Yorrs a1 bis þ weet Lord 
Jeſus 5 Ir ths 
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(352) 
To MISTRESS STUART. 


MISTRESS, | 82] 


Race, mercy & peace betovou: Iam dſoriy that yetals 

ir ſo hardly that } have not writtearoyou. Iam judged 

to ve that V hich Iam not: I fear if 1 weie pur 10 the hre, 

I showuld mclt a-ay & fall down 1n shea. ds o* prnted natwe; 

For truly I have lictle ſtuff at home, thar is worth t'.ceycol 

God's ſervants: It there be any thing of Chris 1: ine (as] 

dare nor deny ſome of ht, work) it is buraſpunk of borrowed 

firethar c1n ſcarce warm my {-1f & hath little heat for ſtandzrs 

by : I wouid ain have that which ye and others belceve] 

have, but yeare only witncfles ro my utter tide and to fone 

words in paper. Oh that he would giveme inore thn paper- 

grace or tongue-grace ! Wcre it not that want paincrh ine, [ 

Should have s:<ail:d houſe& gon? a begging long finc- , but 

Chriſt hath left me with ſome hunger thar is more hot then wile, 

& isready ofrento ſay, 1f Ciriſt lo-ged for me as \ doe for hin, we 

Should :ot be long in micting, and if yeloved my company aſwell 
as Tdoehs, evenwinic! 4m writing tins iettcr 20 yore , we rhould 
fleets other's arms: Butl know there is more wel thenwrin 
this lan2uor & pining loye for Chriſt, & no marvel; {or Ch:it's 
love would have hor harveſt long ere mid=ſainmer : Bur if l 
have any love to him, Chriſt hath both love ro me & wit to guide 
his love: & ſee, the beſt thing I have , hach as much drofs 
befide it, as might curſe me & ir both; &ifir were for no 
more, wehavenced ofa Sayiour to pardon the very faults ad 
diſcaſes 6: weakneſs ofthe new man, & totake awav | ro (ay 
ſo] our godly {ins , or the ſins of our ſanRificacion & chc drolts & 
ſcuin offpicitual love: woe, woc ism2! O what necd is there 
then of Chri?'s calling to ſcour & cleanſe & wah away an ugly 
old-boly of fin , the very image of Swan ! Iknow nothing 
furer th:n that there is an office for Chriſt among us : I wichfor 
29 other heaven in this 64: ofthe laſt ſea ,that I muſt crof: , then 
this ſervice of Chriſt , to make my blackneſs beauty, my deade 
n-{$ life , my guiltincls fanRification: Ilong much for that 
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Jay when I will be holy : O whar ſpots are yet unwashen | O 
that I could change the skin of the eopeet and the Moor, and 
niffer it with ſome of Chriſt's fairneſs} Were my blackneſs 
& Chriſt's beauty carded through other [as weulc to ſpeak ] his 
hrs & holineſs would ear up my filthincf, : Bur On I have 
not caſten eld .{d4 4,25 hew & colour yet! Itrow the beſt of 
its hath a ſmcll ver of the od loathſom bs: dy of fin & guilrineſs : 
Happy arz they for exermore 2 who can employ Ch 16 & or] Nis 
blood & dearh on work, to make clean wark to 32d, of foul 
fouls : I know, it is our fin, that we would have ſantification 
oa che ſunny fide of the rf2hill ,, & holineſs wich nothing bur. 
ſummer, paſta: all: Sinhach madÞ 63 asten nder as if 
were made paper oz ola, Iam ofcnt! hinking what I would 
think of Ch oP « burning quick together , 0:5 Chriſt & tor< 
ring & hot melted lead poured ia at moth & navel : 
y:t I have ſome wear experio ace {bur very weakindzed } thar. 
ſuppoſe Chrilt & hes rorments were m2rried rogether & if 
there were no finding of Chriſt at all, exc:pr 1 went to hell's 
furnace , that there &in'no other plice [ could mect with him, 
[trow,if I were as 1 have been finge I was his pitfoner, I w ould 
beg lodging for GolPs face in hole, horreſt furnace, that 1 might 
rub ſouls with Chriſt: Burt God berhanked I chall finde him 
in abeiter lodging : : We ger: 'hriſt berter cucap thenlo, when 
heis roup2d 0 us, Weget : him __ with a shower of ſummer< 
troubles in thislif:,a; ſweer & as folr to veicevers as a May=dew, 
E woul] have you & my Cliche! ping Chritt m{-{ical ro weep for 
his wife, & O tht we could mourn for Chiiit huricd in Scot- 
Laid, & fot his two lin witneſſes killed, becauſe they prophe- 
fied ! If we cold fol importun? & ſolicirS God, our b' 1ried Lord & 
bistwo buricd witn:{ſes should rife e again: Eurth & clay 
and Rtonzs will not bear down Chrift & the Goſpclin Scope. 
Lind, I know not ifl will ſfcerhe ſecon. temple & the glory of 
it; bur the Lord hath decrived me if it b2 not tobe rear ed up 
again: Iwould wish to give Chr. his welcoy2e=10-8 again 2 . 
My bleſſing, my joy, my glorv & lovebs on the home=co- 
mer. 1 finle no better uſe of f ſuffering then rhar Chris win- 
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diſcovercth our drofs from his gold , ſo, as corruption and grue 
areſoſcen , that Chrilt faith 1nthefurnace , zaz 7s z1me & thi 
is yours: 7 he ſcum C9 the grounds, thy flomack again? the perſe. 
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Centers, thy impatrence , thyunbelicf, thy qrarreling , theſe ar 
thme : And fuith, on-#aums , love, joy, Connrage, are 

;:e, Oh let me dic one of Chriſt's on=-waiters & one of 
his attendants: I know your heart & Chriſtare married roocthe, 
It were not good to make a divorce: Rue not of cha meet« 
1ng & marriage with ſuch a hysband: Pray for mc his priſoner, 
Grace, grace be with you. | 


Aberd. Yours an Lis ſweer Lard 
1637 leſrrs. S. K. 
 — YO I EPO 


To Mr HUGH Mc KAILL. 


Reverend G5 dear Brotiicr. (183) 


Rac?, mercy & peace beto you : I received your letter, 

[ bleſs you for ir: My dry root would take more dew & fum- 
 mcr-rain then it getteth, were it nor Chriſt vill have drinels & 
deadneſs in us to work upon: TIfrhere were no timber to work 
upon, art would die & never be ſeen: I fſce, grace hatha 
held to play upon & to courſe up & down in our wants, fo 
that I am often thanking God , not for guiltincls, but for gull- 
_rineſs for Chriit to whet & Sharpen his graceupon: Iam 
half content to have boils for my Lord felus's plaiſters : fick- 
nels hath this adyantage that it draweth our fweer Phytician's 
hand & his holy & ſoft fingers to touch our withered & leper 
Skins : it 15 a bl:fled fever thar fercheth Chriſt ro the bed-1ide: 1 
chink my Lord's ow dceft therwiri;it , ſick body ? 1s worth 
all my pained nights : Surely I have no more for Chriltbut 
enprincfs & want; take or leave, hewill get me no otherwiſe, 
I muſt{ll my (elf & my wants ro him, but Ihavenoprice 
to give for him-: It he would pura fair & a real ſeal upon his 
love to mr e,. & beſtow upon me a larger share of Chriſt's love 
{ wikch 1 would faireſt be in hands with ofavy thing , Lexcept 
nor 
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256, | 
not heaven it (elf Ishould i on ſighing & {inging under his 
croſs: Bur the worſt is, many take me for ſeme-boady,, 
becauſe the wind blowerh upon a withered priſoner : Bur the 
truch is , I am both lean and thin in that wherein many 
beleeve Labound. I would {if bartering wete in my power] 
niffer joy with Chriſt's love & faith, & in itead ofthe & hot ſan- 
<hinc,beconrent to walk under a cloudy ;hadow with more grief 
&ſadneis, ro have mMOre faith & a fair occ..tton of ſerting torth 
& commending Chriſt, & to mate thar lovely One, that fair 
Ove, thar ſweeteſt and deareſt Lord jcius, marker-{weer for 
many ears & hearts 11 Scotiand : and it it were in my power to 
roup Chriſt tothe threeſtingdoms & withall ro perſwade buyers 
trocome, and ro take ſuch fect warcs as Chriit, 1 would think 
to have many ſweet baryzatas betwixt Chriſt & the ſons of men. 
] would I could be hamHble & go: witha low fail, I would I had 
dfires with wings & running upon wheels , ſwiit & active & 
ſpcedy in longing for Chriſt's honour: Bur [ know my Lord 
sas wiſe here, as I dow be thirſty, & infinitely more zealous of 
his honour then I can be hunsered for the manifeſtation of it to 
taen & angels: Bur Oh that my Lord would take my delires 
off my hand, & adde a thouſand-fold more unto them, and 
ſowe ſpiritual inclinations upon them,for the coming of Chriſt's 
Kingdom tothe ſons of men , thar they might be higher ane 
deeper & longer & broaer ! For my longelt meaſuresaretos 
Short for Chriſt, my depth 1s ebbe, & rhe breadth of my 
afteCtion3 ro Chriſt narrow & pinched. Oh tor an ingine & a 
wit to preſcribe wayes to men how Chriſt might be alin all the 
world i Witts here behinde affe&ion, & affection behinde 
obligation. Oh how little dow I give to Chriſt: and how 
much hath he eivenme! Ohtharl could fing graces praiſes, 
& loves praifes ! Seeing I was like a fool, foliſtiny the Law 
& making moyento the Law's court tor mercy , & found chal- 
lenges that way ; but new I deny that Judgc's power ; for I am 
Grace's man ; [ hold not worth a drink of watcr of the Law or 
of any Lord bur Jeſus: And till I bethonght meof this, L 
was ſlain with doubtings and tears & terrours. 1 praitethe 
new court, &the new Land-lord , & the new Salyation pur- 
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(3565) 
chaſed in Jeſus his name & at his inſtance: Lerrheold man; 
ifhepleaſe, goe make his moan to the Law & ſeek acquain= 
tance tkereaway , becauſe he is condenaned in that: Court: 1 
hope, the new man & I, & Chriſt rogether $hall not be heard; 
and this 15 the more {oft and the more cafle way for me & for my 
croſs rogether: Secing Chliiſt ſingeth my welco;c-bozme, and 
taketh me in & maketh short counts & chore work of reckoning 
berwixt me'& my Judge, I muſt be Chrift's man & his Tennant 
& ſubject to his Court: Iam ſure, ſuffering for Chriſt could 
not be born otherwiſe : Bur TI give my hand & my faith toll 
who would ſuff:c for Chriſt , rhry shall be well handled & fare 
well intheſame way, thatT have found the croſs eatie &light, 
Grace be with you. 
Aberd. July.8. Tozrrs 17 his ſweet Lord 
1637. Jeſus, S«R. 


To ALEX ANDER GORDON. 
Of Garluck, 
Dear Brother, (184) 

Race, mcrcy & peace betoyou: If Chriſt were as Iam, 
that timecould work upon him to alter him, or that the 
morrow could bea new day to him, or bring a new minde upon 
tim,as1t is ro mea new day, I could not keep a houſe or a cove- 
nant with him: Bur [ finde Chriſt to be Chriſt , & that he is 
far, far, eveninfinite heavens-height above man: Andthat 
is, all our happineſs. Sinners can doe nothing but make 
wounds that Chriſt may heal them, and make debts that hz 
may pay them , and make falis rhar he may raiſe rhem, 

&make deaths that he may quicken them , & ſpin our &di 
hells ro themſelves that h2 may raniom them : Now I will blef 
the Lord that ever there was ſuch a thins a; ze free Grace of God 
& a free ranſom oven for ſold ſouls : Onely,alas ouiltinels mak- 
et me ashamed to apply Chriſt ,, & to think it pridein metro 


put out my unclean & withered hand to fuch a Saviour ! but it 


1s neither shame nor pride for adrowning man toiſwim to arock, 
nor ior a snip-brocen ſoul, to run himſelf a shoreupon Chriſt: 
| Stifg- 
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Suppole once I be guilty , need force I canno*, I dow not goe 
by Chriſt: We rake in good part thatpride, that beggers beg 
from the richer : & who is ſo pooras we, & who isfo rich as 
he who ſelleth fine gold , Rev. 3: 18. Iſee then, it is our beſt 
[ ler guiltineſs plead what ir Jiſterh J that we have no mean un= 
der the covering of heaven but tocreep in lowly & ſubmiſſively 
with our wants to Chriſt: I have alſo cauſe ro give his croſs as 
oood name & report. O how worthy 1s Chrif of my feckleſs 
& light ſuffering , & how hath he deſerved it at my hands, thar 
for his honour & glory I shonld lay my back under ſeven hell 
pain in one, ifhe call me to that! bur alas my foul is like aship 
run on ground through ebbeneſs of water : TI am ſanded, and 
and my love 1s ſanded: I finde not how to bring 1t on float 
again , it is ſo cold and dead that I ſee not how to bring it to 
a fame: Fy , fy upon the meeting that my love hath given 
Chriſt : woe, woeis me , Thave alover Chrift, & yet I want 
lovefor him: Lhavea lovely & delirable Lord whois love- 
worthy , & who beggeth my love & heart & I have nothing to 
givelum. De.rr Brother, come further in on Chriſt & ſee 2 
new treaſure in him; come in & look down & {ce Angels won- 
der, & heaven & carth's wonder of love, ſweetneſs , majeſty 
& excellency in him. Iforger you not , pray for me that our 
Lord would beplcaſed to ſend me among you again,fr:ughred & 
full of Chriſt, Grace, grace be with you. 
Aberd.  Yorrs m {us ſweet Lord 


187- -- Jeſus. S.R. 


To JOHN BELL Elder. 


My very loving fricnd . (185) 

Race, mercy & peace betoyou : Ihave very often & 
long expected your letter, bur ifye bewell in ſoul & body 
lamtheleſs ſolicitous: I beſeech you in the Lord Jeſus to n:jnde 
your country above,& now when old age,the twilight going be« 
fore thedarkneſs of the grave , & the falling law of yaur ſun be- 
fore your night, is now come upon you, advife wirhChriſt cre ys 
pur your foot in thesbip & rurn your back on this life: Many a 
| 3 © beguiled 


(358) | 
beguilkedwiththus,thar they aic .xce of ſcandalous & crying ah. 
minations;but thc rreerkar bringeth not forthgoog! fruit is forth, 
fire: the man that is not born again cannot enter into the king. 
dom of God: common honeſty wiilnot take men to heaven;Alzy 
that men shculd thinkthey ever met with Chiiſt, who ha 
never afick night through the terrous of God in tlictr ſoul or; 
ſore heart for fin: I1know the Lord hath o1ven you light & 
the knowledge of his will, but that isnort all, neither willtha 
doe your turn: I wish you anawakned foul, & thatye bes 
guilc not your (elf in the matter of your ſalvation, My dear 
Brother, ſearch your ſelf with the candle of God , & try it the 
life of God & Chriſt be in you: Salvation 1s nor caſten to 

every man's door : Manyare carricd over {e.. & land toa fir 

countrey 1n a ship, whileas they ſleep much of all the way: bur 

men are nor landed at heiven fleeping: The righteous are 

ſcarcily ſayed , and many run as faſt as either ye or I, 

who miſs the prize and the crown: God ſend me falya« 

tion, and fave mefrom a diſappointment, and Iſcck no more: 

Men think it bur a ſtryde or a itep over to heaven, but when 

ſo fe+ are {aved, even of a mumber 11xethe ſand of the fea, but 

a handfull & a remnant ({ as God's word faith ) what cauſe haye 
wetoshake our {clves out of our ſ:lyes & ro ask our poor ſoul, 
whether goeſi ton? where s..altthou loage at nigi.t ? Where arethy 
chartcrs and writes of thy hi aucazly ami ertance? TI have known 
a man turn a key in adoor & lock 1i by : Many meu leap over 
[ as they think ] &: leapzzz. O-ſce! ſeethatyegive not your 
{aivation a wrong cait, & think ail is well & leave your foul 
looſe & uncertain: lookto your building, & to your ground- 
ſtone, & what ſignes of Chuiit are in you, & ſer this world be- 
hindeyour back: It is time now intheeyening, to ccaſe from 
your ordinary work, & hightime to know of you lodging 'at 
night; It is your Salvation that is1ndepend- nce, & that is4 
great & weighty buſine;s,though many make light of the. mat= 
£:r, Now, the Lord cnablc you by his grace to work itout, 


Aber1.1637. Your lawfall and loving 
Paſtor , S.R., 
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To WILLIAM GORDON. 
Of Robertoppn. 


Dear Brother, (185) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: $» often as Ithinkon our 

caſe 1n cur {ouldiers night= watch, & ofour TRANSI life tn 
the nelds, while we are terc:] am forced rolay,prifoners in adun- 
gon condemnea by ajudge, to want the l1Shr of the ſun and 
moon & candle,tillthcir dying day, areno more, nay not ſo 
much :o be piticd as weare; for they weary of cheir life , they 
hate their priſon:Bur we fall ro in our priſon, where we lcelirtle, 
to drink our {clvcs drunk with the night=pleaſures of our weak 
dreams, & welong for no better life then this; bur at the blaſt 
of the laſt trumpet , & theshour of rhe Archangel, when God 
shall take down the shepherd's tent of this fading world,weshall 
not haye ſomuchas a drink of water of al! the dreams thar 
wenow build on. Alas that the sharp & bitter blaſts on face 
& fides which meet us in this life, have not learned us mortifi- 
cation,& made us dread to this world ! We buy our own forrow, 
& wepay dear for it , when we ſpend out our love, our joy, 
our defires, our confidence upon an handfull of ſnow & icethar 
time will melt away to.nothing, & go thirſtie out of the drunk- 
en Innes when all is done: Alas that we enquire not for thz clear 
fountain;bur are ſo foolish as to ditnk foul muddy & rotten wa= 
ters even till our bed-time; & then in the reſurrection when we 
Shall be awakned, our yeſternight's ſowre drink & fwintsh dregs 
Shall ;feup upon us, and ſick, fick sball many a foul be then : 
Iknow no wholeſom fountain but one: I know not a thing 
worth che buying but heaven: And my own mindets, if com- | 
pariſon were made betwixt Chriſt & heaven, I would fell heaven 
with my blefling & buy Chriſt. Oh if [ could raiſe the marker 
for Chriſt, & 'heighren the marker a pound for a penny , & 
cry up Chriſt in mcns et1marion ten thouſand talents more then 
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men think of him! Put FL. ws Shaping bin & crying kim 
down & vaiuing him at their unworthy kaif=perry , or cl{cex- 
changing & barte1ine Chriſt with the miſerable 01d fallen houſe 
of this vain world, or then they ler.d him out vpon intereſt & 
play the uſurcrs with Chriſt : Becauſe they profels him & give 
out before men that Chriſt is their treaſure & ſtock , & inthe 
mean tine, praiſe of tnen , & aname, &eaſe, & the furm= 
mer-ſun of the Goſpel is the uſury rhey would be at, ſo when 
the trial cometh, they quite the ſtock forthe intercſt & looſe all: 
Happy are they who can kecp Chriſt by himſelfalone, and 
keep him 'clean and whole ri!] God come & count with them, 
I know in your had and heavy trials long fince, ye thcught 
well and highly of Chriſt ; but truly no croſs should be oldto 
us: We should rot forget them, becauſe yearsare come betwixt 
us and them , & caſt them by hand as we doe old cloti.es: We 
may makea croſs old jn rme, newinxſe , & as fruirtull asin 
the beginning of it: God is where and what he was ſeven 
years agoe, what ever charge be in us: Iſpeak not this, asif 
1 thought ye had forgotten what God did to have your love 
long ſince; but that ye may awake your ſelf in this {leepy age, 
& remember fruirfully of Chriſt's firſt wooing and ſuiting of 
your love both with fice & water, & try if he got his anſwer , cr 
if ye beycrto give himit: For I inde in my {elf that water run- 
neth not faſter through a fieve, then our warnings ſlip fromus; 
for TI baveloſt & caſtcn by hands many ſummonds the Lord ſent 


to me, & therefore the Lord hath given medouble charges,that 


Irruſtin God $hall notrive me, 1blcts his great nzme who is 
no nig card in holding 1ncrofles pppn me, but ſpcr.&cth largely 
his rods, that he may ſaye mefrom this peri;hing world: how 
plentiful God isin m: ans of rhis Eirde is eſteemed by many, one 
of God's unkinde mercies; but Chriſt's croſs is neither a cruel 
nor unkinde mercy, buttkelom=raken ofa farker. Iam fure 
2 lover chi{ing us for our well & ro have our love, s! ould notbe 
run away from or flcd, God ferd me no worſe mercy then 
che ſanctified croſs of Chriſt portendeth, & 1 am ſure Tshould 
be happy & bleſt, Pray for me that I may finde hopſe-rootn yr 
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teLord's houſe ro ſpeok in his came. Remember iy deareſt 
bycin Chriſt to your wife, Grace, grace be with you. 


Aberd-. Yorrs 0 bis {wet Lord 
1636. leſws S_R. 
To my Lady 
= 0 XxX Ik 
M AD A A.. (1 87) 


Race,mercy & peace from God our father & from owrLord 
Jeſus Chiiſt, be multiplied upon you. Ihave reaſoned 
vihyour ſon at large, I rejoyce to fee him ſet his face in the 
right airth , row when the Nobles Iove the ſunny ſide of rhe 
Goſpel beſt , and are afraid rhar Chriſt want ſouldiers ard 
hall not be able ro doe for him{clf aradam, curdebtsof 
obligation to Chriſt are not ſmall, the freedom of grace & ſal- 
vation 1s the wonder of man and Angels , bur mercy in our 
Lord ſcorncth hire : Yearebound to lift Chiiſt on high, who 
hath given you eyes to diſce;n the Devil now coming out in 
0 his white's , & the Idolatiy ard 4poſtacy of the time well 
washen with fair pretences , but the «kin 15 black & rhe water 
foul: It were art, I confeſs, to wath ablack Devil and 
make him white, 1 am in ſtrange pp's & downs , & ſeven 
times aday I loſe grourd, Tam put often ro ſwimming, anda- 
F my fcer are {ct on therock { ws is hieker they my felt: He 
ath now jet me ſce 4 Things I neyer faw before 1 .Theſuppe 

will begreat chear that is up in the greai hall with rhe royalKing 
of clory, when the four-hours, the ſtardirg dipkinthisdriay 
wilderneſs is ſo ſweet : Whenhe blowecth 2kif afar off ts 
his poor heart broken monrners in Z;:e , ard frneerh me 
but his hearty commendations till we mect, I am cor= 
founded with wonder to think what it «hall be, when 
the faireſt among the ſons of men (hail Jay a King's 
fweet foft check to the fnfyjl cheeks of poor finncfe 
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© time, time, goe (wittly & haſten that day ! Sweet Lord 
Jeſus poſt, com: fying uke a young Hart or a Roe Up2n the 
mouincains of {optratlon . I thinx we $honid tcil the hours 
caccſuily & look ofren how low the fun is: Fer love hath 
no ko, it 1s paincd , pained 11 it {cIf, till- it come 1n o1ips 
with The party b:loved, 2. I ande Chiift's abſcace lore; 
ficknels & love, death: The wind that blowcth out of the 
airth where my Lord Jeſus retgneth , 1s ſweer-{ſmelled, fot, 
joytu1l,8 heartſom to a toul burnt with abſence. Ir is a painful 
battel for a ſoul tick of love to fight wit abſence & delayes 
Chritts zor yer, isa ſtounding ot all rhe joynts & liths of the 
ſoul : anod of his head when he1s under a mask would be half 
apawne: to ſay, fool, witr ailethrhee ? Hes commy , would 
be life roa dead man, Tamoſtenin my dumb fabvachs ſeeking 
a new plca with my Lord Jelus , God forgive me: &1 care 
not, 1fthere be nor two or tarce ounce wetzhr of black wrath 
in my cup. For the 3 Thing, I have [cen my abomina. 
ble vilenels: II were well known there would none in this 
Kingdom askhowl doe: Men take my ten to bean hundred, 
but I am adceper hypocrite & shallower' profeſſour then ever 

onc belceverh, God knoweth 1 f-igne not: But Ithiak, my 
reckonings on the one page written in oreat letters, & his 
mercy to ſuch a forlorn & wretched Dyvour on the other, 
more thena miracle. If I could get my finger ends upoaa 
full aſſurance, Itrow I should rip faſt: Bur my cup wanteth 


not g:ll, & upon my part deſpair might be almoſt excuſed , if | 


evcry one1n this land ſaw my inner fide: But I £now I am oneof 
th:m who have made great ſale & a free marker to free grace : 
IfI could be ſaved,asI would fain belceve,ſure I am I have given 
Chrii*s blood , his free grace & the bowels of his mercy, a 
large field to work upon, & Chriſt hath manifcſted his art [1 
dare not ſay, totheuttermoſt; for hecan, if he would, for- 
Siveall rhe Devils & damned reprobares in reſp: of the wide- 
nels of his mercy] I ſay, to anadmirable degree. 4, I am 
{triken with fear of unthankfulneſs : This Apoſtate Kirk 
hath played the harlot with many lovers ; they are ſpitting 
in the fice of my lovely King and mogking him and 

dow 
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Jow not mend it, & they are running away from Chriſt in 
troops, and I dow not mourn & be grieved for it: Ithink 
Chriſt lieth like an old forecaiten caſtle torſacen of the inhabi= 
tants, all men run away now from him : Truth,tanocent Truth 
goctn mourning & wringing her has ds 1n fac::cloth & aches, 
Woc, woe, woeis me , for the virgin-daughrer of Scorland + 
Woe, wocto the inhabitants of this Jana , for they are Tone 
back with a perperual backſliding: Theſe things take me (> 
up, that a borrowed bid , another man's fire-tide, the wind 
upon my .ace , | | veing d iven from my lovers & dear acquain- 
tance & my poor flucs, ] finde no room 1n oy forrow : I 
have no ſpar: 0) odds lorrow for theſe: Oncy I think the 
ſparrows and ſwallows that build thiir ncits 18 the Kirk of 
Anvoth bleed virds; Nothin: hath given my faith a harder 
back-ſet , rill 1© crackagain , thea my cloſed mouth: Bur 
ſet me be miſerable my ſelf alone , God keep my dear bre= 
thren from itz But full 1 ker p breath, & when my royal and 
never, never=enough praiſed King returneth to his ſinfull pri. 
ſoner, I ride uponthe high places of Jacob, 1 divide Shechem, 
[triumphin his ſtrength : If this Kingdom would glorife the 
Lord in my behalf , 1 defire to be wetghed in God? even bal- 
lance in this point , if I think not my wages payedtothefull : 
I shall crave no more hire of Chriſt. Madam, pity mein this, 
&help me to praiſe him: For whar ever I be, thechicf of 
ſinners, adevil& a moſt guilty devil, yct 1t 1s the apple of 
Chriſt's eye, his honour & glory as the head of the church, * 
that [ ſuffer for now, & that I will goero cternity with. Iam 
oreatly in love with Mr M.M.1 ſe lim ſtamped withthe image 
of God. I hope well of your ſon z2y Lord Boyd. Your La: and 
your children have a priſoner's prayers. ' Crace, grace be 
with you, | 
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(364;) 
To Mr THOMAS GARVEN. 


Dear Broth.y, (188.) 


Race, mercy & peace betoyou; Irejoycethatye can: 
A_IJ nor be quite of Chriſt | if I may {peak {o } but he muſt, he 
wilt haveyou: Bctake your (elf to Chrit, 22 drar Prether. 
It isa great buſineſs to make quire of {uperfiuities & of thel 
things which Chriſt cannot dwell with. Iam content withm 
own crols,that Chriſt hath made mine by an eternal lor ,becauſe 
It is Chnſt's & mine together, I maryel nor that winter 1s with. 
our heaven, for there is no winter withinit: All theſaing 
therefore havetheir own meaſure of winter before their eternal 
ſummer. Ohfor thelong day & the high ſun & the fair garden 
& the King's great citic up aboye theſe viſible heavens! What 
God layeth on, letus ſuffer; For ſome have one croſs, ſome 
feyen, ſometen , ſome half a croſs , yerall the ſaints have whele 
& fulljoy, & ſeven croſſes have ſeven joyes, Chriſt is cumbred 
vith meſto ſpeak ſo] & my croſs, but he falleth nor off me, 
wearcnort at variance. I finde the very glooms of Chriſt's 
wooing a ſoul, ſweet & lovely: Thad rather have Chriſty 
buffcr and love=ſtroke then another King's kiſs : Speak evil 
pf Chriſt who will , I hope to die with love- thoughts of him, 
Oh that there are ſo few tongues in heaven and carth toex« 
toll him! 1wish his praiſes goe not down amongſt us: Let 
not Chriſt be low & lightly eſtcemed in ghe midſt of us, butler 
all hearts & all rongues caſt in their portion & contribute ſame- 
thing tomakehim greatin mount Zzcx. Thus recommending 
youto hs grace, & remembring my love to your wite & mo= 
ther & your x1nde brother R, & entreating you to remember 
my bonds, Ircſt, 


Aberd. Sept. 8, Y o#15 1 hrs ſwee f Lord 
T 63 7. leſas , " Ro 
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(365-) 
To the Laird of 
MONCRIEFE. 


Much hwnaacd Sur. ( i89) 


Race, mercy & peace betoyou : Although nor acquaint, 
bo yct at the deiire of your worthy fitter , rhe Lady Ley's, & 
upon the report ot your kindneſs roGiunit & his oppretled truth, 
lam bold to write to you, earneſtly defiring vouto joyn with 
us [ſo many as 11 theſe bounds profet; Chit ] ro wieitle with 
God one day of the week , efpectally the Wedenſday , for mercy 
tothis fallen & decayed Kirk, and to ſach as ſuffer for Chrilt's 
mme, & for your own neceflities & tne nectflitics of others 
whoarc by covenant engaged in that butinels ; For wehaveno 
aher armour in theſe evil times bur prayers , now when wrath 
om the Lord 1s gone out-againſt this back-thng land: for ye 
know we can have no true publike faſts, neliher arc therrue cauſ- 
e of our humiliation cver laid before the peopie. Now, very 
rorchy Ser , 1 am glad in the Lord, rhat the Lord reſerverh any 
of your plac 2,or of note,in this time of common Apoſtacy , to 
come forth 1n pudlike ro bear Chiiſt's name before men, when 
the great men think Chriſt a cumberſom neighbour and that 
relig1on carricth hazards, trials & per{cutions withit. Iper- 
ſwade my ielf , iris your glory & your garland & <hall beyour 
jy in the day of Chriſt, & che ſtanding of your houſe & ſeedto 
inherir the earth, that ye rruly & ſincerely profefs Chriſt: Neither 
four King , whom the farther hath crowned in mount Zroz, 
ſo weak, that he cannot doe for himf{elf & his own cauſe. I ve- 
ly beleeve, they are bleſſed who can hold the crown upon 
his head and carry up the train ot his robe royal, and that 
he $hall yer be victorious avd triumph in this Jand. Ir is 
our part to back our royal King , howbeit there were not 
fixin all the land to follow him. Tr is wiſdo;m now to take 
up and diſcern the devil & the Antichriſt coming out in their 
whrtes, & the Apolticy & Idolatry of-this land wachen with foul 
Watcr 


266) 
water: Tconfels its art to wash the Devil till his skin be white; 
For my felt, Sir, I have bought a plea againſt Chriſt ſince 
I came hither, 1n judging my princely Malter angry at me, 
becauſe I was caſt out of the vincyard as a withered tree, my 
gumb ſabbaths working me much ſorrow : But Iſ:cnow ſor« 
row hath not eyes to read loye written upon the crof,, of Chriſ, 
& tiercfore I paſs from my rashplea: Woe, woeis me that] 
Should have recciveda ſlander of Chriſt's love to my foul: & 
foralithts, my Lord Jeſus hath forgiven all, as nor willing to 
be heard with ſuch a fool, & is content to bz 4s 1t were conhned 
with me & to bear m: company & to feaſt a poor oppreſſed pri. 
ſoner., And now wriiteit under my hand, Wortny Sr, that 
I think well & honowably ofthis croſs of Chriſt: I wonder 
that he will rake any glory from thc. like of mc: I indethat when 
he but ſendeth his hearty commendations ro me, & but Lloweth 
a kiis afar off, lam confounded with wondering whatthe ſupper 
ofthe Lamb will be, up1n our father's dining-palace of glory, 
fince the fonr-hours 1a his dilmall wilderneſs, & when 1n pri. 
fons & in our {ad dayes a kils of Chriſt is ſo comfortable, O hoy 
ſweet & glorious shall our cafe be,when thar faireſt among the 
ſons of men shaillay his fair face to our no finfuil iaces,& wipe 
away all tears from our eyes! O Time, Time,run f* wiftly & haſt- 
enthatday | O ſwert Lord Jeſus, come flying Itke a ro2or 
young hart! Alas that we vlinde fools are fallen in love with 
moon-shine & shadows i how (wect 1s the wind that bloweth 
our of the airta where Chriſtts! Every day we may fecſome 
new thing 10 Chuiſt,)4: love hath neicher brim nor bortom. Oh 
if Thad help to praiſe inal He knowerh ifmy ſu fferimsgs oloti- 
fie his name, & encourageothers to ſtand fait for the honour of 

ur fapream Law = g'ver Chriit, my wages then are payed 
to the full. Sr, help me to love that never-cnough praiſed 

Lo:d.1 finde now that the faith of the ſaints under ſuffering for 
Chriſt is fair before the wind & with full (ail: carried upon Chriſt, 
& I hope to loſe nothing in this furnace but droſs; for Chriſt can 

triumph in a weaker man then I am, ifthere be any ſuch: And 
when all is done, hi: love paineth me & leaverth meunder ſuch 

debt to Chriſt as | can neither pay principal nor intereſt, Oh 
it 
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thewonld comprize my ſelf, &ifI were fold ro him asa bond 
man, & that he would take me home to his houje & fire=tide; for 
[ have nothing to render to him | Then after mc let no man 
think hard of Chriſt's (weet croſs, for I would not change my 
ſighs with the painted laughter of all my adverſaries. Idefire 
orace in patience to wait on, & tolic upon the brink till the 
watcr fill & flow: I know he is faſt coming. Sir, yewill 
excuſe my boldneſs, & till it pleaſe God 1 ſee you , ye havethe 
prayers of a priſoner of Chriſt, to whom 1 recommend you & 
inwhom I rcit, 


Aberd. May, 14. 
I637. 


Yours at all oved icnce 12 


Chriſt, S.R. 


To JOHN CLARK. 


Lovin Brother. 


(190.) 

Old faſt Chriſt without wavering, & contend for the 

faith, becauſe Chriſt is not eaftity gorren nor Kepr : The 
laieprofell.urhath put heavenſas it wer-}:t the very next door, 
&thinketh to Ayeuprohwayven in lis bedand ina night-dream ; 
but truly that is 8ot {0 cali arhing as moſt men belceve:; Chritt 
himſelf did feat erc ie wonthis city, howheoir he was the free- 
born Heir. It is Chriſtianicy, 277 C:474,TO be iincae, unfeign=- 
ed, honeſt & uprighr=hearred beiore God , 5: colive& lcrye 
God , ſuppoſc rhere were not one man or woman 1a all the 
world dwcl'ing befiae you to cycyou: Any ittle grace That Ye 
have, ſeetitatit be ſound & true: Ye may put adifference 
betwixt you and zeprobats 1f ye have tizeſe makes. 1, If ye. 
prize Chrift & kis truth (o, as yo williel] all & buy him & ſutter 
torit, 2. If theloveof Chriſt keepeth you back from finning 
morethen the Law orfear of hl]. 3. If ye be humble,& deny 
your own will, wit, credzt, eaſe, nononr ,theweorld & the yaiuity 
&gloryof it. 4. Your proteflion muſt not be barren & you 
of cood works. 5. Yemuſt inallthings aime at Gows honour » 
yemuſt cat, drink, ſleep, buy, fell, vt , Gaund, ſpeat, prays 
read, 
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read, 2nd hear the word with a heart=7urpoſe that God mayhe 


honoured, 6, Yemutlt chew yout ſelf an enemy to (in, and 
reprove the works of darkneſs,fuch as drunkenneſs, (wea:ino x 
lying,albcitthe company should hate you for doing Go. 5, Ke 
im min{c thetruth of God chat yz heard mereach , and have ng: 
thing to dot with thecorruprions and new guiſcs entred into the 
houſe of Gol, 8, Makeconicienceof your calling, in coys. 
nants, ww puying & ſe}ling. 9. Acquaint y our ſelf with dail 
praying , commit a:l your wayes $: attions ro God by prayer, 
ſupplicarion & thank: grving, and count not much of beigo 
mocked ; for Chriſt Jetus was mocked Letore you, Peſ, wah 
your (elf that this isthe way of peace and comfort I now fuff; 
for , Idare goCeto death & 1n to eternity with it , though men 
may poſtiviy ſ{cek another way. Remembcr nic 11 your prayers, 
& the ſtate of this opprelled Church. Grace be with you, 
Aberd, Towr fouls we'l-wir). 
1637. 5; 
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To CAR DONNESS E&luzr, 


Mach henoured Sir, ( 791) 


| long to hear how your ſoul proſpercth : I wonder that ye 
writenottoin?, for th: holy, Ghoſt bearcth me witnh, [ 
e2nnor , 1 dare not, Idow not forget you, nor theſoulso. 
theſe with you , who'are redzemed by the blood of the gra? 
Shepherd: Yearein my keartig rh? pioht watches, yeare myt 
Joy & crown in the day of Chriſt: © Lord bear witneſs, if 
my foul Chirſterh for any ming our ofheaven,more then for your 
falvation: Err Gold lay me in an even ballance & try mein 
this, Lovcheaven let your heart be nn: Up, up &viſit 
thenew land &view thefair city & the white throne & the Lamb, 
thevride's kusband, in his hridegroom's clothes ficting on it: It 
were tim? voir foul shonld caſt ir ſelf & all your burdens upon 
Clift, Ibcfcechyou by the wounds of your Redeemer , & 
by vor compearance before him & by the falvarion of your 
foul 
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f 369.) | | 
bul, loſe "no more time, run faſt for it is late? God hark 
ſworn by him ſelf who maderhe world and time, that tim + shall 
þ: no more, Rev. 1o Ye are now upon the very border of 
the orher life ; your Lord cannot be blamel for nor giving you 
warning: [ have taught the truth of Chriſt ro vor & delivered 
unto you the whole cou.:ſel of God , & I have ſtood bzfore the 
Loid for you , & I shall yer ſtill ſtand: awake, awake todoe 
ight:o. fy: Thins not to be caſed of the burthzas & debrs 
thatare 0a your houſe , by opprefſitg any or being rigorous to 
thcſ: chat areunder you ; remember how I eadeavoured to wall 
befoce you iathis marrer as an example: behold heream T, wite 
peſs againſt me , before the Lord & his Anoirt-d, whoſe ox of 
whoſ. af hay* I taken? Whom have I defrauded» Whom 
hayet opprefl:d 2 Who knoweth how my ſou! fred:th upon a 
oood conſct-nce, when I remember how I ſpent this body in 
ſeding the lambs ofCh iſt: Ar my firſt entry lurker, [ granr,I took 
aſtomackagainſt myLord,becauſc he had caiten me over the dike 


of the vineyard asa dry tree, & would have no more of my. 


ſervice: My dumb fabbaths broke my heart , and1 would 
not b: comforted : but now he whom my foul loveth is come 
love: A King dincth with me and his fpikenard caſteth 8 
fvect ſmell: The Lord my witne(s is above, that [ wrize my 
heart to you, I neyer knew by my nine years preaching,ſo muck 
of Chriſt's love, as he hath taught me in Lherdex by fix monerheg 
Imp-iſonmenr.I charge you in Chriſt's name help mero praiſe & 
Shew that people & countrey , the loving kindneſs ofthe Lord ro 


myſoul.rhat ſo myſuffcrings may ſomeway preach tothem when 


Tamfilent : Heharh mado me know now better then before, 


what it ts to be crucified to the world : I would not now give FY 


drink of cold water forall the world's kindnels: I ow no fervice 
toit: Tamnottheflesh's debrer: My Lord Jeſus hath dared 
his priſoner, & hath rhoughy; of love concerning me: 1 


would not exchange my ſighs withche layghing of my advere 
ſaries. Sr, T writeth's to inform you, . that ye may know 


tis the trurh of Chriſt I now ſuffer for , & he hath ſealed my 
fallecings with thzcomforts of kis ſpirit on my ſoul, & I know 


ao4in, ard it pleaſeth him to fealt me with the kiſſes ofhis. 
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te puttcth not his ſcal upon blank paper. Now, Sr, Thaveng. 


comfort earthly,bur to know that I have eſpouſcd,and $hall pre. 


ſent a bride to Chriſt in that congregation, T he Lord hath. 


given you much, and therefore he will require much of you 
again: Number your talents & ſce what yebavero render 
back again, ye cannot beenough perſwaded of the shortneſ; of 
yourtime: [charge youto writeto me,, & 1n the fear of Cod 
be plain with me, whether or no ye have made your {alvation 
ſure,I am confident &hopethe beft, bur I know your reckunings 
with your Judgeare many and deep. 8zr,be not bee uilcd,negkt 
not your one thing [ Philip. 3,13 ] your onencceſlary thing 


[Luke 10: 42] the good part that Shall not be taken from you, 


Look beyond time ; things herearebut moon-shine, they have 
bur Childrens wit who are delighted with shadows & deluded 
withfeathers flying inthe air.Detire your children in the mori= 
ing of their life to begin & ſeek the Lord , & to remembertheir 
Creator in the dayes of their youth[Ecclef.12:1.Jro cleantetheir 
way by taking liced thereto according toGod's word[P(.119:9.] 
youth is a glafly age: Satan findes a (wept chamberſtor the moſt 
part ] in youth-hood , & a garnished lodging for himfelf& hi 
train : Let the Lord have the flower of their age: The 
beſt ſacrifice is due ro him: Inſtruft them in this, that they haye 
a ſoul, & that this life is nothing in compariſon of eternity : 
They will have much necd of Cod's conduct in thts world ,to 


guide them by theſe rocks upon which moſt men ſplit ; bur far | 


more necd when it cometh to the hovr of death & their compeat- 


ance before Chriſt. O that there were ſuch a heart in them to 
fear the nameofthe great & dreadfull God , who hath Jaid up | 
Orcat things for thele that love & fear him ! 1 pray that God | 
may be therr portion. Show others of my parishoners, thatl | 


write to them my beſt wishes and thebleflings of their lawfull 
; O 
Paſtor: Sav tothem from me, that I beſecch them by the bov- 
els of Chriſt, ro: keep in mivde the Doctrine of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, which I taught them; that ſorhev may lay 
hold on eternal! life, ſtriving rogether for the faith ofthe Goſp:), 
&making ſure ſalvation tothemſelves:Walk in love & doerigh- 
_ teouſneſs:feek peace, love one another,wait for the coming ofour 
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Receive no docqrine contrary to that 
If yefall away & forget it & that 


Maſter & Judge : 
which 1 delivered toyou: 
Caechiime which I raught you, & ſo forſake your 0:n mercy » 
the Lord be judge berwixt yon & me, I rake heaven & earth ro 
yitoels, that ſuch $hall cternally perish ; bur if rhey ſerve the 
Lo:d,great wlll their reward be, when they & [ «hall ſtand before 


our Judge. Ser forward up the mountain to mcet with God: 
climb up » for your Saviour calleth on you: Ir may be, God 
call you to your rat when Iam farfcom vou, but yehave my 
love & thedelires of my heart for your ouls wel-fars. He that 
15holy, keep you irom falling & eltavlish you, till his own glori= 
ous appea rance. . 


Aberd. 163 7. Y ory afjedtronat C5 lnfull 


Paſlar, Iz R. 
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To CARDONNESS Younzey, 
(192) 


Long to hear whether or not your ſoul be hand-faſted with 
Chriſt: Loſe your time no longer ; Flee the follics of 
yourh: Gird up the loias of your minde, & make you ready. 
for mecting rhe Lord, 1 have often ſummoned you, & now [I 
ſummoad you again, to compear before your Judge, to 
make a reckoning of your life : while ye haye Tume, look upon 
your papers & conttder your wayes: O that there were ſuch 
an heart in you, asto think what an ill conſcience will be to 
you, when yeare upon the border of eternity, & your one foot 
out oftime! O then, ten thouſand thouſand loods of tears 
cannor exttiigulsh theſe flames, or purchaſe to you one hour's 
releaſe from that pain! O how ſweet a day have ve hadi Bur this. 
5a fair day that 1unneth faſt away, {ce how ye have ſpent ir,, & 
conſider the neceflity of falyation : & tell me | in the fear of 
God] if vc have madeit ſure; I am perſwaded ye hive a con- 
ſciencerhat will be ſpeaking ſomewhat toyou : Why will ye 
die&dcſtroy your ſei 1 charge youin Chriſt's name to rouze 
Aa 2 .- up 


Mech honoured Stir. 
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* With the laughing ofthe fourteen Prelatrs : 
: ef Chriſt, come ad fee will ſpeak beſt to your ſoul : 


- reſolutions, burroirt, &toir again : 
yegertyour ſoul eſpouted as a chaſte virgin toh'm : 


: ER (372) | | 

up your conſcience, & begin ro indent 8 contratt with Chrif 
intime while falyation 1s 1n your offer : This 1s The Acccpted 
time, this isthe day of falvation; play the matrchanrt, for y, 
cannot expect another market-dzy when thus 15 done ;therefore 
let meagain beſeech you to coreſider m thts your day , thc ti my; 
ghar belong te your peace, bifore they be hid from your eves. Deg 


. Brother , faliill my joy , & begin ro ſeek rhe Lord while he 


may be found : Fortake the follies of deceiving & vain youth; 
Lay hold upon eternall life: Whoring » night=Jrinking, 
'& miſpending of the ſavbath, & neglecting of prayer in you 
houſe ,, & refuſing of an offered falv:tion , will burn up your 
ſoul with the terrours of the Almighty 5 when your awate 
ened conſcience -shall flce in your face, Be Kinde & loving 
to your wiic, make conlcievce of cherihing her and nor 

ing rigidly auſtere. Sm, I have not a tonguz to expreſs 
the glory that is laid up for you in your fathcr*s houſe 
if ye reform your. doings and frame your heart to return to 
the Lord, Ye know this world is but a shadow, a ghort« 
living creature , under the law of: time; within leſs then 
fifty yeers, when yelook back to it, ye «hall laugh a 
the evanishing vanities thereof, as tcathers flying in the air, 
and at the houſes of ſand within the ſea=-mark , which the 
children of men are building : Give up with courting of this 


. vainworld: Szek not the baſtard*s nzoveables, but rhe Son's 


heritage in heaven, Take a trio] of Chiiſt, lookunto him& 
his loveshallſo change you, that ye $hall betalcen with ſim& 
never chuſe to coe from him : I have cxperience of his 
ſweernels in this houſe of my pilgrimage here: My wito 
who is above,knoweth, I would not CXCNAaNge my fie hs & tears 

There 1s nothing 
will make you a Chriſtian indeed, but araſte of the fweetnc; 
I would 
fain hop: good of you : be not diſcouragcd art broken & fpilt- 
Wooc about Chriſt,cill 
Uſe the 
means of profiting with your conſcience: Pr: y in'your family, 
& read the word: Remember how our[Lord*s day was _ 


| when 


it 
ted 
( ye 
fore 
ens 
oat 
© he 
the 
TM 
Our 
our 
Ate 
tag 
not 
rels 
ule, 
2 t0 
te 
ken 
l at 
ar, 
the 
thus 
on's 
n& 
1& 
bis 
ob 
cars 
10 
nek 
zuld 
I1It- 
\ull 
the 
uy, 
ent 


hen 


- — 


(373:) 
when 1 was among you: [twill be a great challeng e to you 
before God, if ye forget the good that was done within the 
walls of your houſe on the Lord's dayes, & if ye turn afide after 
the fashtons of this world, & if ye goe not tn time to the kirk 
to wait on thepublike worship of God, & if ye tarry not at 
it, till all the exerciſes of religion becnded: Give God ſome 
of you rtime both morning & evening & aftcrnoon, & inſo 
doing ,rejoycethe heart ofa poor oppretſed priſoner, Rucupon 
your own foul, & from your heart fear the Lord. Now he 
thar brought again from the dead rhe grear Shepherd of his 
cheep , by the blood of the eternal] Covenant, eftablich your 
heart with his grace,& preſent you before his preſence with JOY = 
Aberd. 1637, Your affedtionar £5 loving 
; Paſtor , S.R. 
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Mauch honowred Sr. (19: wn 

Will not impure your nor writing te me,to forgetfulneſs: how 

evir, Thave one above who forgertcth me not, nay, he grow» 
eh in his kindeſs; It hath pleaſcd his holy Majeſiy to take me 
from the pulpir & reach me many things in my exile & priſon 
that were myſteries to me before: As, 1. Iſcehis bortomlels 
& boundleG love & kindneſs, & my jcalouftes & ravings, which 
at my firſt entry into this furnace were ſo foolish & bold, asto 
ky ro Chriſt, whois truth it ſelf, in his face,chos Left, Thad well 
nigh loſt = orips: I wondered ifit was Chriſt or not, for the 
miſt & ſmoke of my perturbed heart, made memiſtake my Maſe 
ter Jeſus: My faith was dim & hope frozen & cold, & my love 
wich cauſedjealoufies, irhad ſome warmneſs & heat & [mare 
but no flame ar all: yet I was looking for ſome good of Chriſt's 
old claim to me: I thought I had forfeired all my rights, 
but therempter was too much upon my counſels & was {tiJl 
blowing the coal: Alas Iknew not well before how good 
Skill my Interceſſor and advocate, Chriſt, hath of pleading , 
and pardoning me ſuch follics: Now he is returned to my 
foul with healing under his wings » and Iam nothing 'bchinde 
SE Ee, =: Aa 3 wrt 
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_ greateft rexppr=cion am" oll is ro live without temprations 


(374) 
with Chriſt now, for he ka oycrpaid me by hic preſence, th 
patn L was put to by on-waiting , and any little 1ofs 1 ſuſtained 
by my wicncfltug again!i the wrongs done to him, Itroyj 
Was a patn to my Lord to hide himſelf avy longer : Inama. 
ner tie wa; challenging his unki. dacls & r.pcnted I:1m of hi 
elooms, & now what want I on earth that Chiiſt can C1vetoa 

poor priſoner O how fwect and lovely i henow ! Alasthi 
k can oc none to kelp me to lift up my Lord Jcſus vpn his 
throne above all the earth! 2. Iam now brought to ſome mez. 
ſircoffubmiſſizn, and 1 reſolve to wait till I ſee what mv Loc 
Jelus will doe with'nie: 1 dare not now nick name ot ſpeak one 
woid againſt the all-ſceing & oyer-watching providerce of 
Lord:1tec, prov 1dencerunuerth not on broken wheels;but I like; 
fool carycda providence for mine owneale, ro die in my neſt, & 
to ſlcep fill rill wy gray hairs, and to lie on the ſunny lideofthe 
mountarn in my waniftery at zworh:: But now [ havenothing 
to ſay againſt a borrowed fiie-tide & another man's houſe, nor 
Kedars tents wheie I live, bcing removed far from my ac« 
 quaintance, my lovers & my friends: I fee God haththe 
world on his wheels & caſtcth 1tas a potter docth a veſſel onthe 

"wheel : Idarcnot lay thar thereis anynordinat or irregular 

'motionin Providence; TheLord hath doneir, I willnotgoe 

ro law'wirh Chriſt, for 1 would .gain nothing of that, 3.1 
haveleatned {ome/grearer mortification & nat to mourn after or 


ſcekro ſuckche world's dry breafts: Nay, my Lord hath filkd | 
ne withiſuchdainries , that Iam like toa full banquettor whois | 


Hor for common chear. What have lto docto fall down upon 


my Kktices & worship mankind's greatidol, TkeWold? I | 


have a 'betrer God then any clay-=God; Nay, at preſent 
2s 1 'am *now 'ditpoled, I care not. much ro givethis world 
a difc}ife&"ofpiy lifc-rent of it, for bread & water : I knowit 
is fot iy home, nor my father's houſe; it is but his foot- 
Nool, the outer cloifter ofhis houſe , his out-ficld & moor- 
vround : Le& baſtards take it \," 1 hope never to think 
my {cif th ifs common for honour 'or richcs, nay now, Ifay 
ro |.ughter, Thos ay? madneſs. 4. Ifindeit moſt true, that the 
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(375) 

if my waters chould ſtand, they would ror: - Faith is the better 
ofthe free air , & of rhesharp winte: =(torm in it's ace: Grace 
withereth withour adverſity : + The Devil is but Gog's Maſter- 
fencer to reach us to handle our weapons. 5. I never knew 
how weak-I was till now, when he hideth 'himfelf, & when I 
have him to ſ-ek ſeventimesaday .. Iamadry& withered 
branch & apiece of adead carcaſe, dry bones & not able ro ſtep 
overa ſtraw: Thethoughtsof my old finsare as the ſ\uramo ndg 
of dearh to me: And of late my Brother's caſe hath ſtriken 
mezorhe heart; when my wounds are cloling , alittle rifle, 
cauieth rhem to bleed afrech: So rhin-skin'd is my ſoul, 
that Ithinkir is like a tender man's sk1n,that may rouch nothing: 

eſce how short | would shoor of theprize, if his grace WEre not 
ſufficicat for me. ' Woc's me for the day of Scotland, Woe, 
woe is me for my harlot-mother ; for the decreeis gone forth ; 
women of this land hall call the childlets & nufſcarrying WOjnbs 
bleſſed: The anger of the Lord is gone forth & $hall not return 
till he perform the purpoſe of his heart againſt Scotland : Yer 
heshall make Scotland a new sÞaip inſtrument. haying teeth to 
thresþh the mountains 6: fan the hills as chal. The priſoners 


blefling be upon you. 


Aberd. March. 1 4+ 
1637. 


Yorrs i his ſweet Lord 
leſwes, S. R. | 


 Tothe Lady 
BUSBIE, 


MISTRESS (194) 


T Know ye are thinking ſometimes what Chriſt is doing in 


Zion', & thar the haters of Zion may get the bottom of 


our cyp & the burning coals of our Furoace, that we have been 
' tryedin thele many yeers by-gone. 


O thar this Nation would 
bc awakened re cry mightily unto God , for the {crtipg up of a 
; | Aa 4 new: 
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| 76 | 
new tabernacle to Chriſt in HAR O if this Ki-gdom kney 
how worthy Chriſt were of Eis room ! His worth wa eve 
above man's cimation of him: And for my {lf Ian Painted 
at the hearr, that I cannot fince my (If diſpoſed to leave ny CI 
& goc whollyinto Chiiſt: Alas that there+kculd bc 0: «bir 
&: me out of him, anqthat we leave too much liberty ard|4. 
titude for our ſclves, and our own eaſe, and credit , & plea. 
ſures ; &ſolittle room for All-loyceworthy Chit | © what 
p-ins & charges it coſteth Chriſt ere heget us, & whkenallis 
done we are not worth the having: It is a vorder thaths 
Should {cek rhe l;ke of us, but love ovcrlcoketh blackneſ and 
feckleine(s 5 for if it hal nct been ſo, Chriſt would reverhayg 
made ſo fair & bl: flcd a bargain with us, a3 the covenantof 
Graceis. I findetbat inall our ſufferings, Chiilis but 1idcirg 
marches , that every one of us may ſay , Ame & Thame, ard 
that men may know by their croſſes, how weak 4 bottom nawwic 
25 to ſtand uncera trial ; thar then, which cur Lotid intendeth 
in all our lificrings, 1, to bring Grace in ccut ai driquiſt 
amon:{tus; 'I1 would ſuccumband ccmechoit of Kea en,if 
I had no more but my own firength tofi pport me , ardif 
Chiiſt sbould ſay to me, Ez7icy ove or vie, it were calictoce- 
termine what should become cf me, the choice were eafle, forl 
bchooved ro dieyif Chriſt ould paſſe by wit!. ſtraitned bowel; 
and whothen would take us up in our firzits? Iknow we ny 
ſay that Chriſt is kinecft in his love, when weare at cur weeks 
eſt, and that if Chriſt had nct been tothe fore 11 our fad day- 


T 


ex; the wartcrs had cone over our. ſoul: His mn | 
Fcr period and appointed place, how far & no further thelcaot | 


afliiction shall flow, and w here the waves thereof shall be ſt.ycd} 
he preſc1ibc th how n-uch pain and ſcrruw both for weir by ard 
mcaſure,we maſt have: , Ye baverthen & ood cauſeto.rc call yout 
dove fxems 211 lovers ahd give it to Cliiſt:He whois :MirCinall 
your :Midtions,Jooketh nor or you ir ycur ſad bours wah anin- 
{epſibl« hearr or dry eyes: All theLords ſaints ray ſce,that it s)c> 
love wh:ch is beſt owed upon this p:rishirg worJa:death & judges 
ment will make men Jamcnt that evcr their miſcarrying heart 
 garryca themto Jay# lavish out their love upon falſe appeararet 


6 pight 


oF 


| ( 377.) 
right-dreams. AlasthatChriſt 5hould fare the worſe, beeaule oft 


oup gooancls, in makirg pezce & the goſpel roridetogether , & 

that vc have never yct watched the worth of Chiiſt in his 0idie 

parces, & that now weare liketo be deprived of the well,ere we 
kave taſted the ſweernel?. ofthe water: 1t may be with waters eyes. 
gd a wit face and wearicd feer, we ſeek Chriſt & shall not finds 
him. Chthat tis Jand wee hun bled intime, andby prave 

es, C.ye & humiliation, wcu'd bring Chriſt in at the chuick = 

docr again , now, When his back is tarned toward us, and 

heisgoneto the threshold & his one foot [a: it were J is ovrof 
theacor: . lam fure his departure is cur aeferving , we haye 
bought 11 with our iniquitics ; for eycn the Lord's own chile 
dren are fallzn afiecp: | And alas profeſſours are made all of 
chews & fachions,, andare not at pains to recover themſclves 
zoain: Every one hath his ſet meaſure of faith & holineſs, and 
corter.teth khin{clf vith a ſtinmted weaſure of ccdlineſs, as if 
that were 1:01 eh to bring them ro hecayen: We forget, that as 
our gifts and licht grow, ſo God's gain and the 1nrercſt of 
bicralents shcu:d grow alſo, and that we cannot pay God 
withtheold uſe and wont | as we uſe to ſpeak] which we gave 
him ſeven 5 cers, :goe ; for this were to mockthe Lord and 
to make price with kim as we liſt, O what diſl.culry is there 
in ow: cr:{ti-n journcy, & Eow- often ceme we short of many 


thouſand thirgs thar are Chriſi's due, and we conſider not 


hou far cur dear Lord is behinde with us! KAfins ; Icannct 
render yeu thayks as. I would for your kinenels 10 my Brother , 


J zo oppr- fl. d ftrayger ; bur I remember you unto the Lord as 


Jam able : Ienticat you thirk uzon mc Lis priſoner , 8:-pray 
that the Lord would be pleaſed to clve 1mEroca to ſpeak t& uf 
pcoplein his name, Grace grace be with You. 

| Aberd, 
1637 t; 
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Yemrs jn bis ſweet Lord 
and Maſier. S. Ro 
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= To EUL W OOD Younzer. 


Much honoured Sir _ (t&5) 
| Race, mercy & peace be royou: Upon thereport of 
this worthy. bcarer concerning you, I thought goodto 
ſpcaxa wo:droyou: Ir 15 enough tor 2cquaintancethat we 
arconein Chriſt: My earneſt delire to you 15, that ye would 
in the fear of God, compare your inch & hand-breadth oftime 


- with vaſte Ercrnity,& your thoughts of this now fair , bloom. 


ing 'and green world, with the thoughts ye hall have oft, 


. when corruption & worms shall make their houſes in your eye- 


- hoſes,, & $hall cart your flesh & make thar body dry bones; 
if ye dot ſo, I know then, that your light of this world' 


vaniry Shall be more clear then now it 15: - And I am per- 


| ſwaded ye $hail then thmk, that mens labonrs for this 


clay=idol are to be laughed at: Therefore come near and 


_ :takea view of that tranſparent beauty that is in Chriſt , which 


would bufic the love of ten thonſand millions of world's 


+ & Angels, & hold them all-at work: Surely Iam Tiley 
' edthar men willnor ſpend their whole love upon that royal & 


princely Welbeloved, that High & lofty One: For it is curſed 


- Jovetharwunneth another way rhen upon hini. And for my 


4 


ſelf, if Lhad ten loves & ten ſouls, O how glad would I beif 


: hewould break in upon me & take poſleſſion of i them all ! Woe, 
- woeis me ;.thar He & Iareſo far alunder } -1 hope weshall be 
. in 6necountrey & one houſe together : traly pain of love-lick- 
«. neſs for Jclus, maketh metro think it long, long , long tothe 


* dawning of-that day. Oh that he would cut short years & mo- 


\nethsi& hours, &overleap Time,that we might mcer'! Andfor 
"this truth, $7, thar ye mo ,\ I avow beforetheworld of men 


& Angels, that it 1sthe way & onely way to our countrey , the 


F 


reſt are by-waycs; 8& that whar I ſuffer for, is-the apple of 
Chriſt's eye, even-his honour as Law-giver & King of his 
Church. I think death too little ere I forſookiit. Doe not, Sn, 
[ beſeech you in the Lord, make Chriſt's court thinner by draws 
©Thg back from him, it is£00 thin already ; for I darepledge my 


Pu 


heaven uponit , he Shall winthis plea , & the fools that pleas: 
A oa 
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'O Bridegroom , poſt, poſt faſt thar we miy.meet ! 


= 79) 
'vainſt him shall loſe the __ Tos is their part of ſalvation , 
except they take better heed to their wayes» Sr, free grace 
*that we giveno' hire for, 1s ajewel our Lord giveth to few : 
-Standfaſt in the hopeycarecalled unto : Our Maſter will rend 
the clouds & will be upon us quic: ly, &clearour cauſe, 8& 
bring us all out in our black's & white*s : Clean,clean garments 
in the Bridegroom's eye, are of great worth; Step.over this 
hand-breadth of world's glory , into our Lord's new worldof 
"grace, & ye will laugh ar the feathers that children are chaſing 
1atheair, I verily judgethat this Innes, men are building thetr 
neſtin, isnot worth a drink of cold water. Iris a rainiiy'and 
ſmoky houſ: , Þb &t we come out of it , leſt we be choked with 
the ſmoke thereof, O that my adverſaites knew how ſweet my 
fighs for Chriſt are, & what it were for a ſinner to lay his head 
between Chrilt®; breaſts, & ro be over head & ears in Chiift*s 
love! Alas, I cannot cauſe paper ſpeak the height & breadth & 
depth ofit! I have nota ballance to weigh my Lord Jeſus's 
'worth , heaven, ten heavens would not be the beam ofa bal- 
lance,to weigh him in, 1 muſt give over praiſing ofhim, Angels 
ſee bur lictle of him: © O'if thar fair one, would take off the mask 
*off hisfair face,rhar I might ſee himia kiſs of him through his 
-mask is half a heaven: Oday, dawn! Orime, tun fat ! 
"OI 
"yens;, cleaveintwo, that, rhar bright face & head may crit 
felf through the clouds ! O thar the corn were ripe &this world 
236.5. for his hovk ! © Sr, be pleaſed ro remember a priſoner's 
onds, Grace be with you. fe; 


Aberd. July. 10. 
1637) 


Terms an bits ſreet Lord M0 
leſus +» Ss Ma 


To Mr HUGH 4a410 KAILL., 


.. Myvery dear Brotccr. 196 : 
E know , that men way take their ſwectfill of the ſowre 
Law in Grace's ground & biwixt the Mediator's breafts , 
. . and 
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and this is finners ſafeſt way {s __ Is a bed for wearicd iinhers 
roreſt themin, inthe wew Coverarr, though no bed of Chriſt? 
making to {l:ep.in: The Law hall never be my deomfterly 
Chrift*s grace, it I get no more goodof it : I shall findea for, 
enough doom in the Goſpel ro humble & to caſt medown! 
Itis Þ I grant] agood rough friend to follow a traitour tothe 
bar & to back him till he come to Chriſt: We may blame our 
ſelves who cauſe the Law to crave well paiddebr, toſcarys 
away from Jcſus & diſpute about arighreouſneſs of our own, 4 
worldinthe moon, a ch#mert, & anighrwdream , that prideis 
Father & mother to; There cannot be 2 more humble ſoul then 


a belceyer, it is no pride for a drownins man tocatch hold ofa | 
rock.1 rejoyce that thewheels of this confuſed world,are rolled & 


cogoed & driven according as our Lord will; Our of whateyer 
alith the wind blow , it will blow us on our Lord : No wind 
can blow our ſailes oyer-board ; becauſe Chriſt's slall , & 
the honour of his wiſdom arc empawned & laid down at the ſtake 
for the ſca-pafſengers , that he shall pur them ſafe off his hand 
on theshore , in his father's known bounds, our native home. 
ground. My dear Brother, (car nor at thecroſs of Chriſt ; lt 
18 not ſeen yet, what Chriſt will doz for you , when it cometh 
tothe worlt : _ He will keep his gracetill yebear a firait , & 


then bring foththe decreed birth for your ſalyation: Yeare | 


an arrow of his own making , let him$hoor you againſt a wall 
of braſs, your point shall keep whole. I cannot for multitude 
of letrers & diſtractions of friends prepare what I would farthe 
times: I haye not one hour of ſparctime, ſuppoſe the day 
were fourtic hours long, Rees me in prayers Gracebs 


With you. 
Abcrd.Sept. ye Yorr in bus ſweet Lord 
I637, Jeſus, S. R, 
Peas RAO Ko ESO 
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(38r.') 
To his Reverend & Dear Brother 


Mr DAVID DICKSON. 


My Reverend £9 Dear Brother, (197) 

Fear yo have never known me well: If ye ſaw my inner« 

lide, it 1s mc ye would picie me, butye would hard 
ly give me cither love or reſpect : Men miſtae me the whola 
| length of the heavens: My tins prevaile over me & thetere 
: tors of their guiltineſs : I ampur oftento ask, if Chriſt & I 
did ever shake hands togerher in carneft, I mean not thit my 
faſt-dayes are quite* gone ; but Lam made of extremities: 1 
pray God ye never have the wocfull & dricry experience of a 
cloked mouth ; for then ye shall judge the ſparrows that may 
fing in the Church of 1rw , bleſſed birds:: But my ſoul hath 
been refreshed & watered , when 1 kear of your courage & 
zeal for your never- enough-praiſed, praiſed Maſter , in that 
yeput the men of God, chaſcd out of /7c!4zs, towork: O 
if I could confirm you i [dareſay in God's preſence, Thae 
this shall xcwer haſten your ſuffering , but 5:47! be David Dicks 
 fon's fear? and ſpeakgrg joy , tint walls bc rad ume and leiſure , 
be put many to work, zo life up tefus, bis frwece Mafeer , bigh in 
the 5jes, O man of God, goe on, goc on, be valiant for 
that plant of renown, for that chicf among cen thouſands, 
for that Prince ofthe Kings 07 the carth 3 Iris bur little that 
Iknow of God, yet this | dare write, Chr:ſt bil be glorificd 
i David Dickſon , howbere Scorland be rot gaticred ; IT am 
pained, pained ,that I have not more to 6ive my feet brides 
eroom: His comforts to mc arc not dealt with a niSoard's 
hand, but I would fain learn not to idolize comfort, ſenſe, 
J0y , and ſwect felr=prefence : All rheſe are but crea. 
tures» and nothing bur the kingly robe, the Gold. ring 
and the Bracelers of the Bridegroom -. The Bridegroom 


? 


gialſelf is berter then all the ornaments that, are about 


him | 
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kim Now, I would not 's much have theſe, as God hin 
{l-, &to beſwallowedup of love to Chriſt: I fcelodUulyhe. 
n7 ina communion with Chriſt, we may ma%e moe God; they 
one , but however, all was bur bairns-pliy between Can 
& me ull now : If one would have ſworn uato me, I would 
nt have beleevcd , what ray be found in Chriſt : Ihopeye 
pitic 1my pain that muchin my priſon , as ro h<Jp Me You jeth 
& tocaul: orhers help mea Dyvour , a fiufull wretcacdDy vout 
to pay ſoine of my debts of praiſ-tomy great King: Letmy 
God be judge & witaeſs, it my foul would nor have ſweercale 
& comfort, to have many hearts confirmed in Chritt, & cnlarg. 
ed with his love, & many tongues ſer on workto (et on high 
my Royal & princ:ly welbeloyed . O that my ſufferings could 


pay tribute zofucha King! I have given over wondeilugat 


his love: for Chriſt hath manifeſted a picce of art upon me, 
rhat [ never revealed to any living; Hehath gotten fair and 
rich employment, & ſweet ſale, & a goodly marketfor his 
honourable calling of shewerg mercy, on me the chief of {inner 
Every one knoweth not ſo well as I doe, my worfully oftens 
brozen covenants: My fins againſtlight working in the very 
act of finning, hath becn mer with 2dmirable meicy : But 
Alas! He will ger nothing back again but wretched unthank. 
fulncſs! Tamfuare, if Chriſt piticany thing in me, nextto my 
fin, it is pain of love for anarmfull & toul-fall of himſelf, in 
fith, love & begun fruition: My ſorrow is, that | cannot oet 
Ciritt lifted off theduſt in Scorland, & fer on high aboveal 
rheskies & heaven of heavens. 


Aberd, May. F, Yorrs in is { weet Lord 
I & 7s {c KS. Y o R, 
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' confined in fAberder, for the tefiimony of Jcſus : 


» & . = 
' Viſitation 1s Come: 


b __ «ay 


(383) 
Y To His Reyerend & dear Brother 


| Mr JOHN LIVINGSTONE.” 


My Reverend & dear Brett er (198) 
Race, mercy & pace betroyou: I long to hear: from 


you, & tobe retre;hed wirh the comfoirs of rhe bride 
e/ 


 orour Lord Jetusin Ireland; I {utter with you in orief, for the: 


dah that your delircs to be ar N.#: have received of late: 
But if our Lord, who hath $111 ro bring up his children, had not 
ſen it your beſt, it should not haye b<tallen you : | Hold 


your peace & ſtay yourſelves upon the holy one of Iſrae}:heark = 


en what he ſaith in croſſing of your detires , he will ſpeak peace 
tohispeople. I am here re:noved from my flock , & filenced & 


been confioed 1n fpirir allo with deſertions & challenges I 
gave 1na bill of quairels & complatats of unkindneſs againſt. 
Chriſt, who ſ:enied to caſt me over tie dike of the vineyard as a: 
dry tree, & ſeparated me from the Lord”, inheritance: But high, 
high & loud praiſes be to our royal crowned King 1n Zion ge 
tharhe hath nor burnt rhe dry branch: [I hall yer live & ſee 
hisglory, Your. Morther-church for b:-r whoredom is liketo be 
caſt off: The bairns may break their heart to ſee ſuch chiding 
berwixr the husband & the wife. Our Clereie is upon a Reconce- 
luutron with the Littheriars, & the Doctors are writing.books » 
& drawing up a Commer Confe//1onarthe Councel's command : 
Cur Service=bok is procl. imed with ſound of rrumpet: The 
night is fallen down upon the Prophets : Scorland's day of 
it is time forthe Hridero weep, while 
Chriſt is a ſaying , #e will chaſe anther wife; Bur our skie will 
clear again: Thedry brar.ch of cur=down Lebanon will bud a- 
gain & be glorious, & they hall yer plant vincs upon our moun- 
tains. Now, My gear Brether, 1 wiite to vou for this end, 
that ye may help meto praiſe , and ſeck-help of others with-you 
that God may be glorified in my bouds. My Lordi Jeſus _ 
tAaKcenh 


And1 have- 


;$1 
taken rhe withered dry ſtranzer & his broken-in-hearr priſoner, 
in to his houſcof wine: O! O, If ye&all Scozia-d,, &all 
our brethren with you, knew how 1 am feaſted! Chriſt's hony. 
combs drop cemforts ; He dincth with his priſons , & the 
King's ſpikenard cat-tha ſmell: TheDevil cannor Oct It delle 
ed, but we ſuff<c for the appieof Ch.iſt's eye, his coyal pre. 
10gatives as King & Law-givir: Lertus not fear or fatar, He 
will have his Goſpel once again ronped 1n Scoriand , & havethe 
matter 90109 to VOLCSS,2O ſce who will ſry, let Chriit be crown. 
ed Kiag in Scotland: It js true Ainrecreft ſtirreth his tail, 
but { love 2 rumoling & raging Devil in the kirk | anc: the 


Church miizrant cannor,or may not want aDevyil co trouble her} 
rather then a ſudtilzor ſleeping Devil: Chriit never vet got a 
bride without ſtroke oftword: It js now nigh the bridegroom! 
entiing 1n to his chamozr , lexusawaxe & coc in with him: l 
bear your name to Chriſt's door: Ipiay you, Dear Brother, 
farget menot ; Let me hear from you by Letter, & l charge 
u, ſ\mother not Chiili's bounty cowards me'; [ write whatl 
av found of him in che houſe of my pilgrimaze, Remember 
my love to all our brethren & ſiſters there. The keeper of tlg 
rlacyard watch for his beſieged city & for you , | 


Aberd. Feb. 7. Tour brother ES felons 
1637. ſeſfercy, 
To Mr EPHRAIM MELVIN. 
Peron £5 dear Bygtier. (199) 


-F Received your letter & am contented with all my heart that 

uz AcqUainrancein our Lord continue. Iam wreſtling as] 
cow, up the mount with Chriſt's croſs ; My ſecond 15 kinde& 
able ro help. Asfor your queſtions, becauſe of my manifold 
ditrattion:,&ictters to multitudes, I have not time toanſwed 
them : Whar $hall be faid in commen for that , shall be 
imparted toyou; for I am upon theſe queſtions ; therefor: 
fare me alittle; for the Serviceybook, would take 2 great $1me) 


Fg 
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| 385.) RE 
but I think , Sirut deoſculario religioſ4 rmughnrs dnt ctiams led 

mcntarum-£ft in ſe 1dololatria externa, erſi mtcntro deoſeulandi oth 

quanta actu eft , feratur im Deuni aeprommmy, ta genicul ute 

coram pane,quande nempe ex mftituto rores home externus C9 miet= 
wus verſars debeat circa elememniara ſign, oft adoratie relativa,0s 

adoratts 1; ſtas paris. Ratio: Intentio adorands objetinm matertd- 

he, non ef de efſentia externa Adorar.oms , mt patet s + deoſculatioe 

nereligioſa. Sic geniculauio coram imagine Bablonica , oft exe 

terns aderatioimagms , erſtives puers menic 1::tendiſſent adorare 
lJehovam. Sic qur ex mit ſolo, aut ſpe prety aut inens gloria, 
feniculatur corars amreo vitulo leroboams (quod ab ipſo rege , qus 
nulla reiggione induct 44 , [ed lebidine domin nd; tantum , vitu- 
lunerexit, falltatumeſſ: , textrs ſarts luculerer clamat ) ado- 
14t vitulum exterea adoratiene, efto qurd putaret unulam eſſe 
meram creaturam , & houore nullo digurn : quia centculatio , 
ſe mos nol:ums''s five volumnus , ex mitiuruto Des O& nature, mm 
alu religioſo, oft (ymbolumrelig roſa adoration: Ergo ſicut panis 
fant corpus Chriſti erfe abfoe acius O25 woſtra interrrons, fic reli- 
210 IL genicul at 0 ſublata omn intentione kemanga , eſt externs 
dAoY 4110 paniscoram quo adoramns,uut coram figrnro vicarto ET repre - 
ſentarrvo Det ; Thus recommending you to God's tender 
meicy,I defirethat ye would remember me roGod:ſanCtification 
Shall ſerrle you moſt in the truth. Grace be with you. 


Aberd, 1637. Y onr Brother in Chriſt 
Jeſus, S.R. 


i 


To 4 Gentle woman upon the death 
of her busband, 


MISTRESS H 


d Race, mercy & peace be royou:; | 
and withall be grieved at your caſe: It hathp 
Lord to remove your husband, [my friend, & this Kick”s faith. 


[200] 


full profetfor] (90m to kit reſt ; bur hall we be ſorry , what our 
: Bb lf; 


I cannot bur rejoyce , 
leaſ:drhe 


Kr "3 


(385 | | 
loflcis his Fain, ſceing his OT would want his corpany no 
longer : think not much of short ſummoads , for tccing he 
walked with his Lord in his life & defired that Chriſt shouldbe 
magnitied 10 him at hi: death, ye ought ro be {:lcnt and (att fied: 
When Chriſt cometh for his own,herunneth faſt ; mercy , mercy 
to the ſaints goth not at luſure; love, love in our Redeemer 
15 not flow , & withall he 15 homely with you , who comethar 
his own handto your houſe and intromcteth as a fri.nd withan 
thing that is yours : 1 think he would fain borrow & lend vi 
ou. Now hesnall meet with the folacious company , the fair 
flock and bleficd bairn =time of the fiifi-boin, banquerting at 
the marriage ſupper of the Lamb. Ir 1s mercy that the poor 
wand.1 gsheep get adike='ide in this torn 1-day, and alecking 
ship +fale harbrie, & a ſea-tick paſienger a {cund and ſoft bed; 
Shore. Wrath; wrath, wrath from the Lord 1. comirg upontti; 
1:nd that he hath lefr behivde him : koow therefor* that your 
Lord Jeſus his wounds, are the wounds of alover,and thar he wil 
have compaſſion upon a ſad hearted ſervant and that « hriſthath 
ſaid, he will have the husbane's room in your heart , heloved you 
in your firſt husband's time, and he is but wooeing you ſtill,give 
him heart and chair, houſe and all ; he will not be made com» 
panion with any other, love s full of Jealouſies, he will have 
aliyour love, and whoshould get it but He? I know ye alloy 
it upon him , there are comfort; both tweet & fatisfying , laiduy 
for you, wait on,fiiſt Chriſt,he 1; an honelt debrer, Now for mine 
own cale, Ithink ſome poor Lody would be gizd of a dated pris 
foner's leavings, I haveno ſcarcitie of Chuilt's love, he hath 
waſted moe comforts upon hi; poor banished ſervant , then 
«rould havercfreshid inanv fouls: my burden vas once fo hez- 
vie that one cunce weight would have caſten rhe ballance& 
broken my back, bur Chrift ſaid, fd, old to my ſorrow, 
& hath wipeda bluchored face, which was foul with weeping, 
I may joytully coor my Lord's crrands with wages in wy hands; 
d:feireu hopes need nor to make me dead (wier [ as we uſe to ſay] 
nv croſjitis both my crofſe& my rew:rd, Chthar men would 


found his high praiſes! Ilove Chriſt's worſt reproaches, his 
glcoms, lus crofl:, better then allthis wotld's plaſte:ed glory, f 


of | 


” | (387.) 
my heart is not longing to b{ b:cia zain from Chriſt's countrey; 
7 aſfvet{oil-laaconeto.l, { if any inthe world ſhave good 
cauſeto ſp-ak mu _h goo of hm. O Hell werea good cheap 
pricerobuyhina'! Obifallthe three Kingdoms were wir= 
nelſes ro uy pained, piin-d ſoul, overco.me & wounded with 
Curit?; love! I chavk von moſt findly, zy dear Sfler . for your 
Jove& render careto my brother, I will think my ſelf obliged 
to youif' ye continue 1s friend, heis morcto methena brother 
now, being engrged to ſuffer for ſo ho10ucablea maſter and 
cauſe, pray for Chriſt's priconer , and Grace, grace be with 
you. 
Abcrd. Ma ch. 7. Tours im his (rect Lord 
166. lefus. S,R 


— 


To His reverend & dear Brother 
Mr JOHN NEVAY. 


My reverend 5 dear Brother. ' (207) 


Race » mercy & peacebrroyou: I haveexcecding many 
i w:ir2ro,clie [ would b< kinder in paper. I rejoyce that my 


' ſv:t Mater huh wy to oack him: Tock thick may my royal 


Kinzs Court bz: O hat Ms K:ngdo.m, might orow! It were my 
jo; 29 have his houſe full of guts. Excepr that I have ſome 
cloud: da es.for the moſt part 1 haveaiag”, life withChuiſthe 
is al pecfum d with the powders »fth ma. chant, he hath a, 
King's fac: & 1 King? fn:ll,his cruor wherein be carcieth his 
poor priſoner 1 of che wood of Leo ian, it 1, paved with love, 
15 not that ſoft g-0u74t> walcorlicon? Ithinkb:trer of- 
Chriſt then ever | did, my Thoughts of hi. love grow & (well on 
me , I n-ver wiite to anv of him ſo muchas [ hay: felr., Ohif 
Ifcould write a book of Chi1it & of hi; love! Suppoſe I were 


| made white azkes & burnt for this ſame truth thar men count 
bat as knots of firaws, it wer? m7 gain, if my ashes coald 
| proclaim the woith , excclkcacy & loye ok my Lo:d Jeſus ; 


Bb % There 


Ugg et. one 


—_— 
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(383) 
There is much refling in Chrik , I giveoverthe welghing of 
byn , Hcaven would nor be the þeam of a ballince rs weigh 
bynin. What cyes be on me, or whar wind o: ton< uesbe on 
mel caxenog: Let meitandinthys tage in the fools coar & att 
aſogls parttothereft of thisnation: Lt I canſct my welbeloy. 
cd on lugh & witneds fair for him , afig for their Hoſawna: If 
I can roll my (If in a lap of Chrift's garment, Lwill hc there 
& layzh at the thoughts. of dying bits ofclay. Erozuer , we 
have cauſe to!weep for our harlor- morher, her husbard is ſend, 
ing. her to Roms brothell-houſe, which is the gate shc liketh 
well: Yct I pertwadevou, ther-$hall bea fair after-growth 
for Chriſt io $cogazd,& this Church shallſing the Brideoroon!'s 
welcom: =home again to his own houſe: The worn's shalleat 
them firſt. ere they cauſe Chuiſt raxe good. nig}r at Scorland. 1 
27 here afſzulred with the Doftors gun , bur I bleſs rhe father of 
lights they diaw not blood of truth. Ifinde no lodging in the 
heait of natural men,who ar* co'd friends: o my Maſter: Ipray 
ov, Rem: mber my love rothat Gentleman A.C. Mv hear 
1s knir to him, b cauſe he & Thaveone Miſter. Remember my 
bands, & preſeng my, {.rvice_tg9 my-Loxd & mvWLady : I wih 
Chriſt may be dearer to them , then to many of their place, 
Gracc be wth yew. - | : 
Aberd. July,s. 
1637. 


Torrs tn his ſwees Lord 
Jeſws — So 


—— 
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To wy Lady BOY D- 


M.4 P 4, M, [ 202] 


Race, mercy &peacederoyou: Few[[ belceve] knou 

I thepain & rorinent of Chuilt's friſtcd love, fritting of 
hxiſt*s preſencets a matrer of. rarment. Þ know poor {aul 
thar would lay all ors in the war:r for a banquet or feaſtol 
Chriſt's love.  Icannor think but it muſt be uptaking & ſweet 
to fec the v hire & red of Chrilt*: fair face; for he ts where C9 ruddy 
E5 the ciiefeft among ten t;,0ſands. Cant, 5,l0» 1am ſure _ 


- 0 wa 


89) 
of muſtbe a well made face of Al heaven muſt beinhis viſage 3 
2h glory, £lo.y for evermore muſt fit on his cou..tenanes. Idare 
DN not curſe the mask & covering thar 1s on his Face, but © if 
Ki thre werea holeinitY Cif God would rear the mask | By, 
UT fy upon us » we were never $h:am d r:{[now, thac we doenot 


If proclaim our pining & languishing forhim, 1lamfſare; nya 
Te tongue tpake of Chriſt a he is : 1am Rill of rhar mindt and Hl 
We wiitbc, thar we w.ong & undervalue that holy, holy Onc io 
d. havi..g ſachshort atd shallow chonghts of his weight & wortiz. 
th Oifl could have but leavers ftand etidet fee chcfaher weigh 
th Chriſt rhe Son, if t wete poffiate! But how every one of 
'S | themcomprehendeth atother , we who haveeyes of clay cannot 
el comprehend : Buritis pity for ev-rinore& morethen shame, 

[ that ſuch an one as Chriſt, shoald fit in heaven his alone for us: 
of Togoe up thither one's exrand and on purpoſero ſer, werens 
ne | mal] glory. Orhar ke would ftiike our windows & fair and 


ac | pars inthi. old houſe, this fallea down ſoul, and then 


art ttheſoal near hand Chriſt , thar the rays & brams of liyhe & 
TY | t ionl-delighting glances of the fair , fair God-head, might 
1h Shinein at the windows & fillthe houſe ! A fairer & more near 
Ce &dirct fightof Ch:it would make room for his love, for we 


are but pinched & {trairned un his love: Alasit werecaſy romca- 
| ſur: & weigh all rhe loyerhat we have for Chtilt by inches and 
ounces! Alas that weshould love by meaſure & weight , and 
not .ather have floods & feaſts of Chriſt's love! Ok thar Chriſt 
would break down the old narrow v<fl-ls of theſe narrow& ebbe 
ſouls ; & make fair, deep , wide & broad ſouls, to hold a fea & 
a full tide lowing over all it's banks, of Chrilt's love! Oh 
thit the Almighty would give me my requieſt ! That I micke 
fee Chriſt com ro his tewple again [ackeis mining & it's like 


. ; 2 /-i : © | IS, IM 
w minding to doc |] $ ifthe land were humbled, the judgements 
g threatned are with this refervition I know , of we (ll 2:tin and 


ouk | rezenr, O what heaven «hold we watit on arch, tofce Srofm 
tol | 1azd's monn likeths light of the Sun & Scitla rd" F{un-lighr 
ſeven fold like the lighr of {eycnidays , inthedav that the Lord 
binderh up the breach of his people & healeth the ſtroke of thai 
hat | wounds! Jfa: 30; 26: Alas that we witl ct pulf &diaw _ ©: 


( 390.) 
Chriſttohis old tents again, ro come & feed amorg theliliey 
till cheday break & shadows flee away! thar the 1101 $ would 
oe ON 11 the ſtr-ngth & comage of the Lo:d to ©1172 our lay. 
Lf King Jeſus hoirie again ! 1 am priſwad:d he $hall return 
acainin gloiy to this land, but happy » ciethcy who could 
help to convoy him to his lanctuary & tet hin ayain up upon the 
Mm: reyeſcat burwixt the Cherubums. O Sun returntodutngd 
Eritiz! O faireſt among, all th: ſons ofu.ca | O moſt;y. 
cellent One,come home again, come home & win the praifs & 
bleflings of the mourneis in Zz, thep.ifoncrs of hop that 
wait {or thee! - I know he can allo triuwph inſuffan g, & 
weep & rijgn, &die & trivnph, &remain 1npiilon & yer 
ſubdue his encmi s: Bur how happy were I to {-e thecotons. 
tion day of Chriſt,to ſee his mother who bare bim put the ciown 
upon ht. head again  & cry with houtiog tilither arch <l:ould 
Ting , Let leſus our King live OS rugn for evermore ! Grace, 
grace be vith your £4, 


Aberd. 1637. Your L4: at a'lob:drencem 
Chref: , >. R. 


To Mr ALEXANDER COLVILL 


O; Blur, 


Much k:22129red Sy. ( 203.) 


Race, mercy & peace beroyon: I would deſire to know 

how ay Lord took mv lettcr I ſent him . & how he is: 
I detire norking but thar he befaft and honeſt to mv roval 
Maſter & King, I am well every way, 21 prail: to himin 
whoſe books I muſt ſtard for ever as his debter: Only my 
filence paineth me: Ihad cnc jov out ofheaven nex; to Chit 
my Lord, & that was to preach him to this faihlch ocner ation, 
B: they have taken that from me: It was to me as the poor man's 
one <yc & they haye put out that eye. Iknow the violence 
done to me & his poor be=reft Bride, is come up before the Lord: 
| & 


+ 
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(391.) 
& ſuppoſe I ſcenot the other fide of my croſs, or what my Lord 
will bcin2 out of it; y<=t [ beleeveth2 viionshall not tarry, & 
that Ch-1ſt is on his journey for my deliv.rance, he goeth not 
lowly but paſſerh over ten mountains at one ſtride: In the 
mean time, 1 am pained with ht love, becauſe I want reall poſ- 
kſion , when Ch:tſt com-th he ſtayerh not long, but cer- 
tanly che blowing of his breath upon a poor ſoul is heaven up= 
on cath, & when the wind curii«thintothe North & he goerh 
away , 1 die till the wind changeinthe Welt & h. viiite his pri- 
ſoner : But he holdeth me nor oTen at his door. I am richly 
repiyed for ſuffering tor him. 'O ifall Scorlard were asI am, 
exc.pt my bonds! O wharpain[ have, becauſe I cannot ger 
him praiſed by my ſuF-ciags! O th:t heaven, within and 
without, & theearth were paper, &allthe rivers, fountains 
&{.as wereink, & lable ro w:ctte all the pap within & withe 
our , /ull of his praiſes & love & exc:llency, ro beread by 
man & Angel | Nay this is little, I ow my heaven for 
Chritt, & ro d«<fire , howb*ir 1 should never enter in at the 
cares of the nzw /eruſalem, to ſend my love & my praiſes oyer 
the wall ro Chriſt, Alas that Tine & Days lie betwixt him 8 
m*, & adjourn or meeting ! Iris my part rocry, Owher will 
the m1git be paſt 5 rae dry aawn, that we shail ſee one znother! Be 
|-aſed ro cemezmHer my (-rvic: ro my Lord ro whom I wrote, 
& shew him, thar for his a#-ion ro me , I cannot bur pray for 
him & earneſtly detire that Criſt miſs him nor oat ofthe roll 
ofthefe who are his witneiles , now, when his kingly honour 1s 
called in queſtion: Iris his honour to hold up Chriſt's roval 
train & to bean inſtrument ro hold the crown upon Chiiſt's 
head : . Shew him, becauſe | love his rrue ho:our & tanding , 
that this is my earneſt detire for him. Now I bleG. you, & the * 
prayers of Chri.\'< priſoner come upon you , & his ſweereſtpre= 
ſcace whom ye ſerye in the ſpirit accompany you. 
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Reverend E5. dear Brother, ( 204 } ff 


kirher, O that 1 could get him ſet on high & praiſcd ! I ſeek a 

no moreas the top- & root of my deſires, but ri:at Chriſt may | 

make glory ro himſelf 8 cdification to the weaker our of my it 
Juftcrings. 1 detireye would help me both topray & praily Þ| ©: 
Grace be with you. | | C 
Aberd. July. 8; Yours 1 his ſweet Lord Cu 
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ford” Jeſus cometh nor s it LO way that I lay wait foe 
iim,-he hath a gate of his: own; O how higharc his wayes- 
thove-my wayes-! I ſee bur little of him: Iris beſtnoera: 
Merito learn hima leflon , bur to grvehim abſolutely his own 
illia coming , gowg , cbving , flowing &1n the manner of 
hs :gtacions working. I want porFing bit a back burthems 
of Chriſt's love: I would © OC through heil & rhe thick of the 
limncd Pevils to have a hearty feaſt of Chrilt's love, for he 
hich fettered me with bis love, & run avay & icit me achained 
man. Woelts mie that 1 was fo looſe,. ra:h, vain & graceleſs 
in my unbelceving choughts o: Chiiſt's love: Fur ſs F 
foul under! a- non-cntry { when my 1tghts were Wod-f.t and 
bt] doe'elfe, but: male a falle bel zgainſt Chriſt's Jove 2 
[ know your ſelf, Madam , and many moe. will be wit= 
ofles: againſt: me, if I repent not of my unbelicf; for 
F haye boen' ſeeking rhe Pope's wares, ſome hire for 
Frace within my ſelf : 1 have not learned as I should 
be; ro piit myſtock & all my rreafare in Chriſt's hand, but 
would have ſtock of mineown , & ere F wa: aware, I was tak- 
md hireto be the Law?®s advocate, to fe ect Juſtific ation by works: 
Forgot that grace is the onely garland thari: worn in heaven 
op9iF the-heads of the glorified ;  Anc now 1 half rejoycethat 
Ihaveſicknefs fo: Chriit tro work upon:finceT-muſt have wounds, 
well's my-ſoat I har - aday*s work for my Pl-yfician.Chiiſt : L 
hope'to oye Chriſt hi, own calling , ir ſerterh him full wellto 
curediſeaſes., My ebbings are yery low & theride 1s far out 
when ry Beloved goerh away ; & then I cry, Ohcruelty! to 
pitoutrhe poor man's onecye &that, that was my joy next ta 
Chrift, t6 preach my welbeloved , tken I make anoiſe about 
Chriſt's houie , looking uncourh-likcin at his window & caſting 
my love& ty defires over the'wall, till God ferd better. L 
ain oftert-conent my bill lie in heaven, till che day of my dem 
patiite ,- providing I had afſurance thar mercy shall bewrittem 


6h the back of it: I would not care for o.n-watting, but 


wheti Edraw in4tired'arm & empty hand withal, it is much re 
re; ro Keep'niy thoughts in order; bur I will nor gera gate for 
Cliff's love; , When [ bayedone all I can 1 would tain yeeld te 
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his ftream, & row with Chriſt & not againſt him, But while] 
kive, I fee, thar Chriſt's Kingdom lime willnor be peaceaule, 
f may thoughts in me riſe up againſt his honow & kiagly 
power. Surely I have not expretled all ht; (weer it dnefs ty 
mc, | ſp:re to doc it leſt I vedeem'd to fees my lelt ; bur hig 
breath bath ſinell-d of thepowd:r of the merchants & of the 
King's ipik:nard, Ithins 1 conc: ive new thouyhrs of heaven, 
becaufe th: Carde & tize Mappe of i41 aven that he ltteth me 
now ſee, is{ofair, & ſolwcet: TI a.n ſure weare nizgards& 
fpaing bodies in ſeeking : I verily judg*, we know not hoy 
much may be had i this life , there 1s yct ſom. thing beyond 
all we ſee, that ſezking would light upon. O that my love. 
fcknels would pur me to a buiineſs, when all the worldarx 
found fleeping, ro cry & knock! But thettuh is, fincel 
came h ther, { have been wondering , that afrer my impor. 
tunity to have my fill of Chriſt's loye, I have nor gout? 
reall tign, bur haye cone f.om kim crying , hwger , hunger, 
I think Chrit letteth me ſee meat in my extremity of hunger, & 
efyeth me none of it: WhenlI am near the applehe drach 
back hrs hand & goeth away, to cauſe me follow: . And again 
when Iam within an arm=length tothe apple he makethan-y 
break to the gate, & I have hin roſeek ofnew: Heſe:m« 
eth not to pity my dwining & my [woonng for his love. 1 
dare ſometimes put my hunger over to him to be judged, ifl 
would not buy hi;m with a thouſand years in the hotteſt furnace 
in hell, ſobcing [ might enjoy him: Burt my hungerisfe 
with want & ablence: - Thunger & I havenor, but my com- 
fort isto li: & wait on, & to put my poor ſoul & my lufferings 
in Chriſt's hand: Let him make any thing our of me, ſobeing 
he be glorited in my: ſalvation , for I know I am made for 
kim: O-rhat my Lord may win his own gracious endin 


* 


'me! I wall nor be ar caſ:, whileI but Rant ſo far aback; 
.O if [ wete near him & with him, thar this poor ſoul might 
be ſatisfied with himſelf ! Your fon in law W. G. is now 
truly honoured for his Lord and Maſter's cauſe: when the 
.Lord is fanning Z2zow, it 1;a good token that he is a truc 
branch of the vine, that the Lord beginneth fuſt to Teo 

| - 
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tims He is ſtrong in his «. :ca as he hath written rome, 
and his wife is þis encourager , whici should mae you 
rejorce, For your ſon, who 1s vour grict, your Loi walted 
on you and me ti] we vere 1p* aud brou: be u: in: It 
1s your pait to pray & wait upon him ; | When he ripe NC will 
b {poten for, who can command our Lord's wine to blow 2? 
[ k..ow 1t shall be your good 1n the latt rcrd : © TJ nattsone 
of your watcrs to heaven, ye could tor gor about it, there are 
the f:wer b.hinde. Irememb«r you & him & you.s, as Lam 
able; Butalas, I am beleev<d to befor thiag  & iam no 
ting bur an ewptie rced : Warts are my b. & riches , becauſe 
Thavetheſe ſiuppacd by Chrift, Rim mocr wy deartſt lovero 
your brother : I know he pl-adeth with 1: hailo =-:ocher 
for her Apoſtalie., I know alſo ye arc kinde ro my worthy 
Lady Kex-mure. a woman b:loved of the Loid, who hath be:n 
rery mindfull of a.y bonds: Th Loid give her to finde mercy 
&hr childe i1 the day of Ch.ilt. Great mn are dry and 
cold in doing for me , the tincsiing of chain: for Chriſt, 
affight-rh th.m; burlkt mv L- rd bicatall ny icols, 1 will 
yet bleſs ht.;n. 1 am oblt: d Tow y Loid Lorz: 1vwihhbim 
mercy. Remember my bonds with fra [.'s, and pray forme 
that .. vy Lord m y lcaycn the North by my band; & ſuffuings. 
Grace be vw th you, 


Aued. July Oe. 
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To ALEXANDER GOR DON. 
of Kuo Rgray. 
Dear Bretixr. (206.) 


( Sheen, & peace bezoyou There is no queſtion but ouÞ 


nother-church hath a farher & chat he shall uordic with” 
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$96) 
@nt an heir, thar her _—_ : hall not make thourt 2x rhek 
heritage. We ſce, whetherſocver Zrow*s enemies goe,tuppole they 
dig many miles under the ground,yer ourLord findethi chem out, 
and he hath yengeances laid up in : orc for them , & the poor & 
needy shali not alwayes be forgotten. Our hope was droupin 
& withering , & man was faying , what ca1 C04 mak; out cf the 
eld dry bones of this breried Kerk? The Prelats & their follower 
werea grave above us: itts like our Lord 1s to open our grave 
& purpoſeth tocauſe his two ſlain wirncfles rife thethird day, 
O how Jong waitl to hearour weeping Lord Jeſus ſing again 
& triumph & rejoyce & divide the ſpotl ! 1 finde it hard work 
ro beleeve when the courſe of providence goeth croſs-wayes th 
our faith , & when miſt:d ſouls in a dark night cannot knoy 
Eaſt by Weſt, & our ſea Compals ſeem: th to fail us: Evcry 
manisa belecyer inday-light: A fair day ſcemeth ro be made 
all of faith & hopz:Whart a trial of gold 1s it ro ſmoke it a littlea. 
bore the fire?But to keep gold p-rictt yellow-coloured amid 
the flam<s& to be turned from v<flel to veſſels,& yer ro cauſe our 
furnace ſound & ſpeak & cry the praiſes ofthe Lord , is avotha 
matrer. I kney my Lord made me not for fire , howb. it he 
hath fitted mein ſome mealure for the fire. 1 blef, ki. high name 
thatI wax not pale, ncither have | loſtthe colour of gold and 
that his fice hath made me ſomewhat thin & that my Loi 
may pour mein any veſſel he pleaſeth: For a ſmall wagerl 
may jultly quite my part of this world*s laughrer,8& giv< up with 
time,& caſt out withthe pleaſures of thi: world. 1know aman 
who wondered to ſ-eany in this life laugh & ſport: ſurely our 
Lord ſecketh this of us, asto any rejoycing in preſent perishin 
things. Iſceaboveallthings, & that we may fit down & Fo 
legs & arms & ſtretch onr ſelves upon Chriſt & laughar the fea- 
thers rhat children are chafing here: For 1 rhink the men of 
Ahis world like cildrenin a dangerous ſtorm in theſea , rhat 
play & make ſport with the white foam of the waves thereof, 
coming into ink & drown them ; fo are men making fool's 
ſports with the white pleafares of a ffermy world that will fink 
hem. Burtalas, what have we to doe with their fpertethat 
they make ! If Solon laid of Laughter that k was _— 1 
what 
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what may weſay ofthis RP 6. & ſporting themſelves 
with gold & filver & honours & court & broad large conqueſts , 
but that chey are poor fouls in the height and rage of a fevcr 
eonemad > Then a ſtraw, a fig for all created [parts and rew 
joycing our of Ch. iſt: Nay I think that thus world ar it's prime 
& pe: £:Ftion., when 1t L 1s come to the top of it *s excellen- 
cy and to the bloom, might be bought with an half penny, 
&chatit would fearce weigh the worth of a drink of water : 
There is nothing bertrer then to eſteem it our crucifed idol, that 
is dead & flain, as Pawl did; Cal. 6, 14. Then let plcafures be 
crucified, & rici:es be.cructhed, & court & honour be crucihed , 
& finc- the Apoſtle faith , the world is crucified to-bim , we 
may put this world ro the hanged man's doom and to the gal- 
lowes, & who will gize much far 2 hanged man? & as little 
thould we give for a hanged & crucified werld ; Yer whar 
a freer ſmell hath this dead carrion. to many. fools in the 
world, and how many woacrs. and fuiters fingcth this 

<> carrion > Fools are pulling it off the gallowee 
and contending for t. O when hall we learn to be 
mortifie men, & to have our fill of thzſe things that have 
bur thei: short- ſummer=quarter of this life! IF weſaw'our 
father's houſe and tha: great and fair citie, the new Jeraſules 
which is up above: ſwn & moon, wewauldc:y to be over the 
waer & to be carried in Chriſt's arms aut of this borrawed pri. 
ſoa, Grace, gracebe withyou, 


Aberd. Yomrs 1 is ſweee Lord. 
1637. leſs. %S K-: 
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"\Race, mercy. and peace be-royau : I reecived your 
: letrex. & am heaitily glad that our Lord harh begun re 
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Kirk: Ortbhatfalvation wouid come? for 2:22! Iam for the: 


pieſent hanging +» hope, walting wat my Lord will doc with 
me, & if it wall leaſe my [reet vialte to tend m2 amonglt you 
again,& keep our a hiccling from my poo! prople& flock : It 
erty ncavea till I Lc home, cvcn to ipend this li ein 
gaincring tinfometo Chriſt, [have ſtill gi cal hcavineis for m 
filence & iny forced it ?nding idle 1n the market, when thi: land 
hat ſuch a plentttull chick harveſt; bur 1 know, his jud, Co 
ments who hath done it, paſs fi. ding our: thave ws now 
Iedgerotakxeup tie Lord tn all hi. ſtrange wayrs > p'([iges of 
decp & unl. archable providcnces , for the "EY 15 b. for? -me& 
I ain fo be=miſt-d that { cannot follow him: H« 1s be<linde 
me and following at thehecls and I am not awarcof him, he 
1: aboy- me, bar h's clo:y fo 4azi.th mv twill. hc of Short 
know]: dge , that I camnot look vp to hin: He is 
upon mv ri-hr hand , and 1 ſee him no”: He 15 upon 
my lefc h:n4 and within me and g-»2th ini com th, & his 
going & coving are a dr-an to we: H+ 15 round aboitt me 
& co.mp-tlct” 4: my going: a 'd fi i11I have hin to ee: Hoy 
ev-ry way h:2h-r& d. eper & bro.d r then theshallo'» & ebbe 
hand-Hreadth of my +ho.t & dun li chr (can tike up & th: refore 
I would my heart could oe itlent & ir dow:11n tae ]arnedly-1 19 
norant wonde. j 11gat that Lord, waonm n% Ang-J;ca' nt 
comprehend, 1 "ow , the noon-dav-lizbr of the higheſt 
Angcl;, whoſce him face to face, fecta nor the borders of his 
infin nitenzls: They «parchend G 25d near hai 3d , bu: they cane 
not compre -nd hin: And therofore it is my ho 'ppineſs to 
look afar oF and tocomen-ar ro the Lord*. back c parts, &to0 
light my da-' candl-ar his b.ightn-fs, & to have leave to fit & 
content my (:If with a traveller '{lig! it, without the clear viiion 
of an enj: yer. I wo1ld f-ck no moretill I weret2 mv coun- 
trey, bur 2 ticrle ware ering 8: (pri ikling of a withercd ſoul, with 
ſomehalf o:t- beatings & half. o:r:lookings of the b:a n_ aad 
ſmall ravi.hing {miles of © th- frireſt fac of arevealcd & beleeved 
on Gothrad: Alittle of God woul i make mv foul bank-full, 
Orhat I had but Chriit': odde off fai.zxzs , thar he would tet but 


th: mcancht of bis loye- rayes & ioyve-beams foil frombim, fo, 
asl 


(399.) 
1 might g oather & carry them with me | ! I wouldrothcillts 
pleaſe with C Chriſt and vailed viſions of f Chriſt, neither would 
[bedaiaty 1n fceing and enjoying of him* A kiſs of Chriſt 
blowen over his choulder , rhe parirgs .and crumbs of 
lory that all under his table in heaven , a chower like 
2 thin May-miſt of his love, would Mac me green and 
lppy & joyfull, till the ſummer-ſan of an eternatl glory 
breax up. O thatl hadarytiing of Chrift ! Othati hod 
alip Or half a drop cur of the hollow of Chi! s hand, of rhe 
ſweetneſs & excellency of that lovely One! O that my Loid 
Jeſus would rue upon me , & give me but the meanctt almes of 
felt & beleeved (alvation ! Q how little were it for that infinite 
ſea, that infinite fountain of love & joy,to fill as many thoujand 
thouſand little veſſels the hike of mega there are minutes of hours 
fince the creation of God | [ tinde it true chat a poor foul find- 
ing halfa ſmell of the Godhead of Chriſt, hath dchires painirg 
& wounding the poor heatt fo, with lonop 01095 to be up at iim, 
that make it "ſometimes think, wa reit not better neverto have 
felt any thing of Chriſt then thus to lis dying twenty dcaths 
under theſe fe): wounds for the want oſhian > O wheteis he 1 
Ofairet| Where dwell: |t thou? O never enough admired 
Godhead 1 how can clay win up tothee? How can creatures 
of yeſterday be ablc to enjoy tance? O what patn 151t, that 
time & ſr Should be as ſo many thouſand mils betwizra loved 
& longed. for Lord & a dwining & love-fict: ſoul. whoweuld 
rather then all the world havelodging with Chriſt! Olktthis 
bir love of ours,this inch & halt ſpan-length of heavenly long 
01g, MEct with thy infinite love! O if the little I have wok 
Rebawed up with the infinitencs of that excel: <ncy which tis 
in Chriſt! O that we little ones were in at the orcateit Lord 


Jeſus! our wants Should ſ{oon be (wallowed up with h1s ful. 


nels, Grace, gas :e be with you. 


Aberd.M ay. I. Yows's 15 (45 ſweet Lord 
1637. leſs. >, Re 
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(406) 
To ROBERT GORDON. * 
Of Kneckirex. 


Dear Brother. (2c8) 


Race, mercy & peace b-toyou: I received your lets 

trom Edinburgh. 1 would not wish to ſee another heaven 
wihucl ger minc own heaven, buta new moon like the liohe 
ef the fun, anew ſun li.c the lighr of (-yen davs Shining upon 
my poor ſelf & rhe Chucch of 1ews & Geartles,% upon my wather. 
ed & ſun-burnt morher , the Church of Scoriawud, & upon her 
Hiter Churches , England & Ireland ; & to have this done ty 
£0 the ſetting on hizh our greatKinz : it makerh not, hoy. 
Þ:it I wereſeparace from Chritt & had a ſenſe of ten thouſand 
wyearspaininhc]l, if this were. O blef[:d Nobility, Oglo 
rious renoun:d Gentry , O bl:{{:d were the tribes 1n this Fan 
& wipe my Lord Jeſus's weeping face, & to take the ſackcloth 
eff Chrift's loin- & toput his kiagly robes upon him! Off 
the Almighty would take nolefs wager of mz then my heaven, 
tohaveir done! But my fears are till for wrath once upon 
Scotlazd : But Iknew her day $hall clcar up & glory $hall be 
pp-n the top of the mountains and joy at the noiſcof rhe mar. 
Ficd wife once again. Othar our Lord would make us to con- 
gcnd & plead & wreſtle by prayers & tears for our hu-band's 
xcſtoring of his forteited heritage in Scorland. Dear Brother, 


ITamfor thepreſcat inno ſmall battel bet wixt felt ouiltincſs and 


pining lonpings & high fevers for my welbcloved's love. Alas! 
I think Chrift's lore playeth the niggard to me, & I know, it 
Is not for ſcarcity of love, there is enough in him; bur my 
Hunger propheſizth of in-olding and ſparingneſs in Chriſt, 
for I have burlittle of him and little of his ſweetneſs : Iris 
adear ſummer with me, yet there 1s ſuch joy inthe cagernel, & 
working of hunger for Chriſt, th:r I 2m ofcenarrhis , thaif 
T had noother heaven bat a conriauall hunger for Chriſt , ſach 
2 heaven of ever-working hunger , were til] a heavenrome, 
I amſure, Chiift's love canaor be cruel , it muſt þca rucing, 
a pills 
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zpitifull , 2 melting-hearted love: But ſufpenſion of that loves 


[thiakir half ah:1l, & the want of it morethen a whole hell- 
When look to my guiltinzſs, I ſce my ſalvation oneof our 
Gaviour's greateſt miracles either in heaven or earths lam 
fure, I may defizcany min to s1ew me a greater wonder , bar 
ſeeing I have no wares, no hire, no mo12y for Carilt, he muſt 
either tae me with want, miſery, corruption, orthen want 
me. Oifhewould be plraſed to bs compationar aad pitiful 
hearted ro my pintag fevers of longing for hin, orthenoive 
meareallprwne to keep, out of his own "12nd, till God ſead 
am-cting berwixt him & me! Bur I finde acither a5 yert;z; 
howo:it ne wio is abſear b2 not cruel nor unkinde, yer his 
abſence ts cracl and unkinle: His love ts like ir elf , his love 
is his love; bartrhecove ing & thecloud, the vail & the mask. 
of hi: lore, is moce wifethen kind2, if I durſt ſpear my appre= 
henfions. [lead no procefs now agataſt the ſuſpention & dela 
of Gad's love: 1 would with all my heart fcift till aday, 
ten heaveos and the ſweet manifeſtations of his love: Cer- 
tainly I think I could give Chriſt much onhis word: Bur 
my hole pleading is about intimated & born=ia affurance 
of his love, -O if he would perſwade me of my heart's 
defire of is lovear all , hechould hive the rerm-day of pays 
ment at his own carving: Bur l know, raving unbelcef ſpzak= 
eth it's pleaſure; while it looketh upon guilrinefle and this body 
of corcuption. O how loithſom & burdenſo-a is it to carry a 
bour a dead corp; this old carrion of corruption! O how 
ſteadablea thing i; a Saviour to makea (inner rid of his chains 
& fetters ! Thavenoy midea new queſtion, Wacther Chriſt 
be morero be loved for giving Sanctincation , oc for fcee Juſe 
tih-ario2? AadT holiheis more & molt to b: loved for Sings 
tification : ic is in ſom: reſp: greater lov -in him to { uktine 
then to juſtifie , for he mikerh u; myſt like hi nſelfin 115 own 
efſcotial pourtraiture & ima2ge, in ſanRifyingu;: Juſtiacas 
tion doth bur mike us hapoy , whichis to be like ths Angets 
onely: Neither isit ſac't a miſery ro liz x candennd man & 
under nnio-given guiltiaeſs, a;to (erve fin & work the works 


oftheDevil;& therefore I rhinkSanttificatioa cannatbe bought, 
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it *s above all price, God be ad for ever that Chriſt waz 
told down price for SanEukication: Let alinnes [if poſlible] 
licin heli forever , ifhe make him truly holy , & let him hs 
there burning in loveto God, rejoycing in the Holy Ghoſt, 
hanging upon Chri:t by faich & hope; thar i; heaven in the 
heart and bottom of hell. Alas, I findea very thin harvt &} - 
here & few tobeſaved ! Grace, grace be with you. 


| Aberd. 16 $7. Tours mn tusbovely £5 longeds 
for Lord lfſus, S.R. 
To my Lord 

CRAIGHAL L. 
0 
Ay Lor. (209) t 
Perſwade my (elf, notwithſtanding of the greatnefs of thi p 
JL £<mpration, ye vill notlct Chriſt want a witneſs of you, to : 
ayvow him before this evil generation. And if ye aaviſewith : 
God's truth, the perfect teſtament of Chrilt , that forbiddeth 


all mens additions to his worship, & with the truly learned & , 
withall th- Gan&ifed in this land , & with that warner withinyou }| ( 
[that will not fail to ſpeak agaioſt you 1n God's time, if yebe | | 
not now fait & fixed for Chriit] 1 hopethen your Lo: wil F , 
acquit your ſelf asa. man of courave for Chriſt , & refuſe to boy . 
your knee ſuperſtiriouſly & 1dolatrouſfly ro wood or ſtoneorany | 
c.cature whatſoever, I perfwade my ſelf when yeshali take f 
go00d-night at this world , ye shall rink it God" rruth I nov 
write. Some fear your Lo- have obliged your felt ro his Maj: F| | 
by promiſe to fatisfie his defire: If it beſo, my dear Ef worthy ff } 
Zord , hcar me for your foul's good: Think upon ſwimming F ; 
ashoreaiter this ship. wrack, & bepleaſed ro write your kumble F| 
Apologie to his Majciiie , it may be God giveyou fayour inks ff \ 
eyes: Howeverit be, far beit from you ro think, apromile | ( 
made out of weakneſs & extorred by the terrour of _ p 
) 
} 


Should binde youro wicnz your Lord Jelus. Bur for wy t6 
NT | | ] ou 
o 
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{ oiveno fairh to that report, bur belecye ye shall proye faſt ww 
Chriſt: To his grace I recommend you. | 
| Aberd. July. 8. | 


Your Lo: at all obedrnce tn 


1637. Chrilt. S. R | 
To my Lord 
CRAIGHALE. 
My Lord. ( 210. ) 


our | exceedingly rejoyce, that I findeany of the Kulers 

of this Land , & eſpectally yorr Lo: ſo ro aft.& Chritt and his 
truth, as yedarefor his name coimetozen & z.zy with Monarchs 
intheir face. Thope he who hath enabled you for that , will 
ive more, if ye shew your (elf couragious, & as his word 
Paakerh , 4 min 12 tie frirects for the Lord ; Bur I pray 
our Lo: give me lcave to be plain with you, as oae who 
loveth both your honour & your foul. 1 verily belceve , there 
was never Idolatry at Roze , never Idolatry condemned in 
God's word by the Prophets, if religious kneeling before a con= 
ſecrate creature ſtanding in room of Chriſt cruciard,in that very 
a&t,& that for reverence of the Elements(as our Act clearcth)be 
not [dolatry, Neither will your zzze #40 help, which is not ofthe 
eſlence of Worship:for then aro ſaying, To morrow Shall be a- 
feaſt for 1ehovah,thar is,for the golden Cali,chould nor have bzen 
guiity of [dolatry ; for he intenaed onely to decline the lash of 
thepcople*s fury, not to honour the Calf: Yourinrention ro 
honour Chriſt is nothing , ſeetng religtous kneeling by God's 
ioſticurion docth neceſſarily import religious & divine adorartt- 
on, ſuppoſe our intention were both dead & ſteeping: Orher- 
wiſe kneeling before the Image of God , dieting prayer to 
God, werelawfull , ifour intention goe right. 3 Lord, I 
cannot in this bounds diſpute, but if Cambr:4ge & Oxford & the 
karning of Brita will anſwer this argument, & wbcargument 
Cc 2 frgin 
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from 4drve ſcandal ,. which your Lo: feemeth to ſtand upon, 1 
will turna formaliit & call my#clfanarraut fool by doing what! 
haycdon- in my ſuft-1iog forthis truth. 1 doe much reye= 
rence Mr Ls. leaning, but my Lo: 1 will anſwer whct he 
wiltes inth.t toperycrt you from the truth , elſe r:pute me 
belide an hypocrite, anaſs alſo', & I hope y« Shall ſce ſomething 
upon tit ſubject , if che Lord peruiic, that no ſophiltry In 
Britain $hall anſwer. Courtiers arguments for the moſt par, 
arc drawn fom their own skin, & are not worth a fttaw for 

our conſcience, A Marquels or a King's word, when ye 
ſta:1d before Chit .?; rribunal , shail be ligkrer thes wind, The 
L ord know:th I love your true honour & the ſtarding of your 
houſe, but I would nor your honour or houſe were ecſtablihed 
upon ſand, &hay & ſtubble. Butler me, my very dear & worthy 
L:rd , moſt humbly beſecch you by rhe mercies of God, by 
the conſolations of his Spirit, by r dear blood & wounds 
of your loyzly Redeemer, by the ſalyation of your ſoul, by your 
compcarance before rhe awfull face of a fin=reyenging & dread. 
full Judge, ner to {et in compariſen rogether your ſou!' 
peace, Chriſt's love & his Kingly honour now called in qucliion, 
with your place, honour, houſe, or caſe, that an inchof 
time will maxe our of the way, I verily belecve, Chriſtis 
now begging a teſtimony of you , 8 is ſaying, 42 rill ye ao 
leave me. It is potlible the wind shall not blow fo fair for yu 
all your life, for coming our & appearing before others to back 
& countenance Chriſt the faireſt among the ſons of men , the 
T'rince of the Kings of the carth. Iſa. 5 1.7. Fear ye net te reproach 
of men.xertuerbe afraid of chew reviiimgs.v.8, For the moth chaileat 
gizem up like & garment, Gthe worm hail cat them like wool. When 
the Loidshall begin,he shall make an end,& mow down his ad- 
verfarie;,and chey shall lic before him like withered hay, & theit 
bloom shak«n off them. Conlider how many thouſands inthi 
Kingdom vesbal! cuſeto fail & tumble,if ye goe with them,& 
that yethall beour ofthe prayers of many who doc ftand before 
the Lord for you & your houſe: & further,when the time of your 
accounts cometh, & your one foot chall be within the border of 
ercrnity,& the eye-ſtrings shallbreak,& the face wax pale, &the 


F- poor 


495 F-* : 
foul shall look out at the windows of The houſe of clay, Ionging 
tobe out , & yeshall finde your &Ifarraigned before the Judge 
of quick & deadto anſwer for the putting to your hand with the 
reſt, confederare agaiatt Chriſt, tothe overturning of his Ark 
& the looſing of the pins of Chriſt's tabernaclein this land, & 
hall certainly {.e your (elf mired in a courſe of Apoſtalic, then, 
thena King's favour & your worm-eaten honour shall be miſer= 
2ble comforters ro you. The Lord hath enlightened you with 
the knowledge of his will: & as the Lord liveth, they lead you 
4nd others to 2 communion with great Pavel , the nother uf 
fornications : & God laid of old ,% continueth to ſy the ſameto 
you , Come out of ker in) oy , leſt ye be partakers of her plagues: 
will ye then goe with them , & ſer your lip to the whore's 
golden cup,& drink of the wine ofthe wrath of God Almighty 
with them? O poor _—_y honour! O curſed pleaſur's! And 
Odamnablcecaſe, bought with theloſs of God ) How man 
hall pray for you ! What a ſweet pieſence hall -efinde of 
Chriſt under your ſuffcriags , if ye shall lay down your hononr 
& place at the feer of Chriſt i What a fair recompence of 
reward! I avonch before the Lord that I am now Shewing youa 
way how the houſe of Crarghall may ſtand on ſure pillars: If 
ye wili ſer it on rotren pillars, yecruelly wrong your poſterity: . 
Ye hayethewordof a King for an hundred fold morcein this 
lik [if it be good for you] & for life everlaſting alſo: Make 
nor Chriſt a liar, in diſtruſting his promiſe. Kings of clay 
cannot back you when ye ſtand beforehim , a ſtraw for them & 
their huogry heaven that ſtandeth on thi: ſide of time, a hg for 
the dayes-(mile ofa wo: m. Conſider who have gone before vom 
to eternity & would have elven a world for a new occaſion of 
avouching that truth: Ir'; true, they call it zoe ſubſtaztial,and 
weare made a ſcorn wo theſe. that are ar eaſe, for ſuffering theſe 
things for it ; bur 1t 1s not time ro judge of our loſſes by the 
morning , ſtay till the evening & wesha!l count with the beſt of 
them. Thave found by experience fincethetimr of my impri- 
ſoament [my witnefs is above] Chriſt ſcaling this honourable 
cauſe with anothex & a nearer fcllowship then ever I knew bee 
fore, and kt God weigh me in an even ballance in this, if 1 
Dr i : G6 3 wauld 
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would exchangethe croſs of Chiitt or his truth with the founce 
Prelacics or what elſca King can give. My dear Lord, ven. 
ture to take the wind on yohr face for Chriſt : 1 beleeve, if 
he should come from heaven in his own perfon,& ſeek the chat, 
ers of cra;ghaf from you, & adimiſſion of your place, &ye 
faw his tace, ye would fall down at his feer and fay, Lud 
Jefers , #t 7s roo litthe for #0. If any man thi:kirt notatiuh 
fo die for, I am againſt him: Idare goetoerernity withit, 
that-this day the honour of cur royal Law=civer & Kind in the 
Government of his own free Kingdom | who should pay tis 
butetono dy ivg King ] 1stherruc ſtate ofthe queſtion. 3y 
Lord, be ye upon Chriſt's fide ofir, &rakerhe wo: d of a poet 

c1ſoner, nay the Lord Jeſus be {urery forit ; yehaveincom. 
parably made the wifeſt choice : for my own part, Ihaveben 
in this prifon that I would be halfa hanied to feek more, til] I be 
up at the well-head, Few know in this world rhe ſwe: tnef; of 
Chriſt's breath , rhe exceilency of his love which hath neither 
brim nor bottom: the world bath raifed a flander upon the croſs 
of Chriſt, b« cauſe they love ro goe ro heaven by dry lard & love 
not ſea-ſtorms : Burt I wiite 1t under my hand | & would ſay 
more, itpoffibiy areader wou!d rot deem it hypocritic } My 
obligation ro Chiift forthe ſmell of his garments, for hus loves 
kiffes theſe thirty weeks , ſtand:th lo orcar, thar 1 should, & 
I deſire alforo chuſe ro ſuſpend my ſalvation , ro have many 
rongnes looſed in my behalt to praiſe him ; & mY perſon 
I never entered within the gares of the new eraſalem, yet ce 
being Chriſt may be fer on high & 1 had theliberty to caſt my 
love & pratles forever over the vallto Chiiſt , I would be fi= 
lent & content. But O he 1s more then my narrow praiſes! O 
time, time, flee ſwiftly, that our communion with Jcſus 
may be perfected. I wish your Lo: would urge Mr L.to give his 
minde 1: the Ceremories & be plecſcd rolet me (. er as quickly 
25 can be, &1t «hall be arſwered, To his rich grace Iiccom- 
mend your Lo: &5$hall rcmain. | | | | 


Aberd. Jun; 8, Yegrs at all reſpeftive chedience 
"PR m Clift, S.R, 
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Tothe Laay 
SULAR OSS. 


M 4 D A M. (211) 
Our lerter came in due time to me, now 2 priſoner of 
Chriſt & in bonds for the Goſpel : Iam ſentenced with 
depcivation, & confinement within the town of Aberdeem. but 
Oh my guiltineſs, thefollies of my youth, the neglects in my 
calling , & eſpecially in not ſpeaking moreforthe Kinzdom, 
ciown & {cepter of my royal & princely Kin Icſus, doe fo ſtare 
me in the face, that I apprehend an 2er in that which 1s a crown 
of rejoycing tothe dear faints of God! This before my com 
eaance | which was three (everal dayes] didtrouble me, 8& 
9268 ine more now ; howbeir Chriſt, & in him, God 
reconciled , mer me with open arms , & tryſted me preciſely 
atthecatry of the door of the Chance!lour's hall, & affit-d me 
to anſwer fo, as the advantage that is, is not their*s but Chriſt's; 
Alas! There is no cavfe of wond-ring that I am thus borri 
down with chalienges, for the world hath miſtaken me, & no 
man kno-werh what guiltineſs 1s in nie, fs well a+ theſe rws 
[who keep my eyes now waking & my heart heavie}] I mean, my 
Heart & Conſciencz,& my Lord who is grexer then my Heart, 
Shew your brother thar I defire him whil-he is 6n the wartch-to- 
wer toplead with hi- mother, & to plead with thi land, & ſpare 
not to cry for my [weetLord Jeſus his fair crown, that the 1-rer= 
dited & forbidden Lords are plucking off his royal head. If 1 were 
free of challenges & a High Commi/For within my ſoul, I would 
not givea ſtraw to Zoe to my father's houſe through ren deaths 
for thetruth & cauſ: of my lovely , fovely one . I:ſar: bur I 
walk in heavineſs now. If yelove me & Chriſt in me, my dear 
Lady.pray , pray for this onely, that by=25ncs betwixt myLord 
&me may be b-gonzs,&rhar he would paſs from the ſummonds 
ofhis High Comm'(ſſion , & ſeek nothin” from me, bur what he 
will do2 fo me & work in me, If your Le:knew me a: I doe my 
ſelf, ve woul ſay, Poor foul, 20 mel, Itis not my appres 


Lention that creatcth this croſs to me. it i: too real & harh fad & 
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(408.) 
certain grounds. But 1 will not beleevethat Ged will rake this 
advantageof me, vhcn my back t:atthbe wall: He whofor- 
biedeth to acde af.Ecien to :Hfiifticn, vill be doe tt h:miclfy 
Why sbould Lepuiſuca cry lea: & ſtubble? Difirebim toljare 
me vow. Allo the mnenuony of the fats tea ſt-dayes that Chriſi & 
1 had his Lanquaring houlc of wine, & the ſcattered flock 
ONCL CC.m:Mittee to ni & now taken oft ny hand by bimfelt be. 
cauſe 1 vas not fo faithiull in the exd,, as | was 1n the fiſt two 
years of ny entiy, when ficep departed from my eycs,bccau ſc my 
ſoul was taker up witha caice tor Chriſt's J-mbs, cycn theſeadde 
ſorrow tony ſor1ow. Þ ow my Lord hath oncly given methis 
to ſay , & Lwiiteit under mine own hard [be ye the Lore's (cr. 
vant's witn({+] # elcome, welcome, freer, {weer croſs of C kriſt: xel. 
come fair. fair, wvely, r0jal Kms vath thine wn 7; c0ſs: Liarusal 
three goe ro beaver rogither. Neither care 1 muchto goc fron;ihe 
South: ct Sceriurd tothe North & to beChnifi*s priſoner an ore 
ui couth taces, aplaceof this Kingecm which Ihavelittl: ca. 
ſon to bein love wukh. I know, Chiiſt ball make Aberdgees wy 
garden of del:;yhts. lam fully perſv 2dcd that Sceriard billvat 
EF keel's book that is written within & viikour; I ox rarcer 5 
gwourrs g & vie ER&, 2,10, Eut the fairts hajl git actink 
of the well thar gocth rhrough the ſtreets of the 1: w /ea ſoles 19 
Put ir down. Thus hoping ye will thivk upon the poot p:ijyace 

DO 
Edinb. July. 30, Your I a: 77: lis fewer Levd 
1636. : Teſws, S.Þ. 


- ©f Chriſt, Ipray , Grace , graccbe with you. 
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eros of my Lord: All men 1 AR f:cc [of yharſoevcrrank, 
Nobles & poor , acquaintance & ſtringeis] arefricndly rome. 
My welbelovee 1s ſeme Finder & more vanmily then ordinary, 
& comcth and viſitcth my foul; My chains are oyerguilced with 
gold, Cnely tic remembrance ct ny fair dayes with Chriſt in 
Amvrorh, & of my dear ficc} | v hoſe cates my heait*: ſorrow Jis 
yinecar tc my {ug ares winc,y et both {weet& ſowre feed my ſoul: 
Nopen ,no woids , no ipgine can cxpicts roycu, the loyeliveſs 
ofny orcly , oncly Lord Jeſus. Thu: in h. ſic, making for my 

alaceat Afrrceen, Ibkis you, your wite, your clacki fon 
giker chilcren, Grace, grace be with you. 


Edinb. Sept. 5, Yewr 17: His caely, onely 
1536, Lond leſus. S. Re 


Cuaam—n—_—gs.” o  -»> —_ —— 
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To ROBERT GORDON 
of KnocRbrex. 


My deareſt Prethcr. (213. 


) 
| See Chriſt thinketh shame [if 1 way (peak ſoJtobe in ſuch a 


pour man's common as mine. Iburdennoman, 1want no- 
ting, no fact hath glocmed vpon mit fince 1 left you. Ceo': fon 
& fair veather conveyeth me to my time- Parzdiſcin otodcews 
Ch:.ſt hath ſo baneſcmely fitted foi my shoulgers this ic gk uree 
of thc crols, as that it hurtcth me no wayes. My treaſures up in 
Chiiſt's ccffers , my con forts are greater then ye can belceves 
my pe1 shall lyc forpermy of woids to write of them, Gcd 
knoweth. I am filled withtke icy of the Holy Ghofi, Crely the 
mcn:ory of y ou, my deoveft in rþ,e Lord, my flock & others Fer perh 


mevurder,& fiem being cxaltcd above meaſure : Chail®s ſweet 


fvce batk this ſowre mixed with it ; but C ſech aſwecr & plez= 
ſant rae! I firde ſmall hopes cf Qs: matter, Thu: in hafie. Re 
Nicniber meto your wife, & to#ulliam Gordon. Giace be with yous 


Fdinb. Sept. 5. Y orr's 1 ki: oxely, cnely Levd 
1636. Jeſus, R. S. 
Cc5 | Ty 
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(419) 
Tomy Lord 


LOWDOU N. 
Ryg!t honomrable CI my very worthy Lord, (214) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: Hearing of your Lo; 

zeal & courage tor Chiiſt our Lord, in owning his ho. 
nou.able cauſe, Iam bold [& I plead pardon ſoru ] to ſpeak 
in paper by a line or two to your Lo: [fince [ have nor accchs ary 
othet way ] beſceching your Lo: by the mcrcics of God , & by 
the everlaſting peace of your ſoul,& by the tears & prayers of our 
mother-Church, to goe on as vchave worthily b-gun, 1n pur. 
ging of the Lord's houſcinthis land & plucking down the ſtick 
of Antichriit's filthy neſt , this wretched Prelacy , & that black 
Kingdom , whoſe wicked aims haveever bcen & till are, to 
make this fat world the onely Compaſs t':ey would have 
Chiit and Reltgton to fail bv , and ro mount up the man 
of lin , their god=father the Pope of Rowe, upon the hig!= 
eſt ſtair of Chriſt's throne, and to make a velyer-Chuch 
[in regard of Parliament-grandour & wordly poinp., whereof 
alwayecs thetr ſtinking breath ſmellerh]& ro pur Chriſt & truthin 
ſack-cloth & priſon, & to eat the bread of advertitie and drink 
the water of affliction: Half aneye of any not miſted withthe 
darkneſs of Antichriftian ſmoke, may ſee it thus in this land: & 
now our Lord hath begun to awaken the Nobles & others to 
plead for born-down Chiiſt & his weeping Goſpel: My dear 
C rible Lord, the cyc of Chriſt is upon you ; the eyes fan 
noble , many holy , many learned & worthy ones in our neighe 
bour Churches about are upon you; This poor Church, your 
mother & Chriſt's ſpoule, is ho!dipg up hei hands & heart to 
God for you, and doeth befcech you with tears toplead for he: 
husband , his Kingly Scepter, & for the liberties rhit her Lord & 
King hath given to her, asroa free Kingdom, that oweth ſpi« 
ritual t:ibuteto none on caith, as being the free<born Prinech 
& daughter tothe King of Kings. This is a Cauſe that before 
Sod , his Angcls,the Werld,bcfore Sun & Moop,ncederh _ 4 
DIUSA, 


(411) | 
þluch. O whatglory & rruchorour is it tolend Chriſt your 
hand & ſervice, & to be amongſt the repairers ofthe breaches 
of $,0*s walls, & to help ro Luild rhe uid waſte places, and 
ſtretch torth the curtains 6. ſtrengthen the ſtakes of Chriii's tent 
inthisland! O blfled arethey, who , when Chrilt is eriven 
away , will bing him back again & lend him lodging! Ard 
bleſicd are ye ofthe Lord ; your nazar & honour 5tail never rot 
or wither in heayen [ at leaſt ] iþ yedeliver the Loid's shecp 
that have becn ſcattercu in the dark & cloudy day, out of the 
hands of ſtrange Lords & hurelings, who with rigour & crucl= 
ty, havecauſcd them to cat the paſtures trocen upon with their 
foul feet, & ro drink muddy water , & who hav ipun out ſuch 
aworld of yards of /ndifferenct. sIn GocG's Worship , ro make 8& 
weave a web for the Avtichriſt | that shall not ke:p any from 
the cold ] as they minde nott-ing elfe, but that by thebring- 
ing in of the Pope's foul rail fir! upon us [| tkeir wretched and 
xpgerly Ceremonies ] they may thiuſt in after them, the An» 
tichriſt's legs & thighs & Lis belly , kead & shoulders, & then 
cry down Chriſt & the Goſpel & up the merchandiſe & wares of 
the great whore, Fear not, my worthy Lord, to give your (elf 
& all ye have, out for Chiiſt & his Gotpel: No man dare fay who 
ever did thus hazard for Chriſt , thar Chriſt payed him not his 
hurdrcd fold in this life ducly, & inthelie ro come , life cver- 
laſting. This is his own truth ye now plead for , for Ccd and 
man cannot tut commend ycu to beg juſtice from ajul: Prir ce 

for oppreflcd Chriſt , & to plead that Chriſt, whois the Eirg's 
Lord, may be keaid in a fiee court toſpeak for bimfclf, wica 
the ſtanding & eſtabliched laws of our nation can ſt, ongly plead 
for Chriſt's crown in the pulpits , & his chairas La” =givct i) 
the free Goyernmenr of his own houſe: Fut Chiiſt +hallnever 
becontent & pleaſed with this land, neither $hall his bor fiery 
nctgnation be turned away, fo long as the Prelire, [rhe man 
that |:y in Antichriſt's foul womb & the Antickriſt's Lozd- Fa- 
iffe] Shall fir Lord-carver in the Lord Jclus his courts: The 
Prelare is both the egge & the neſt to cleck & biing forth Pope- 
!y: Plead therefore Chriſt's behalf for the plucking down 
et the neſt & cruchins of the egee, & ler Chiiſt's Kingly Office 
| tuicx 
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| | "(412) 3 | 
ſuffer no more unwerthy indignitics. Be valtant for your roya 
al King Jelus, contend for him ; your adverſaries hall be 
moth-caten worms, and shall dieas men: Chuiſt and his ho« 
nour now li:th upon your shoulders , lethim nor fall to the 
ground: Caſt yuurcye upon him whois quickly coming tg 
decide ail the controvyerfies in Zz0p , & remember the laidin 
your night=glaf, will run out; Time with vings will flye a« 
way , Eternity, is hard upon you , & what will Chriſt's loye. 
ſmiles & rhe light of his lovely & ſoul: delighting countenance 
be to you in thatday , when God hall take up 1 tus right hand 
this little lodge of heaven [like as a shepherd lifecth up his Jutk 
rent } & fold rogether the two leaves of his rent , & pur the 
carth & all the plcnishing of it into afire , & turn this clay-ldol, 
the god of Adam's ſons,:n to ſmoke & white ashes! O w hat hire 
& how many worlds would many then giveto have a favout- 
able decreer of the Judge | Or what moneyes would they nox 
give tobuy a mountain to be a grave above both ſoul & body, 
to hide them from the awſom looks ofan angry Lord & Judge! 
I hope, your Ls: thinketh upon this, & that ye mindeloyale 
ty to Chriit & to the King both. Now the very God of 
peace, the onely wiſe God, cſtablich & ſtrengthen you upon 
the rocx laid in 292. 
Aberd. Jan. 4. Torr Lo: ot all obedience in 
1638, Ctriſt, S.R. 


To a ( hiiſtian Gentlewoman;. 


MISTRESS tans) 


Race, mercy & peace beto you: Though not 2£quaint- 

ed, yet at the defire of a Chriſttan brother , I thought 
gocd to write a line unto you, intreating you in the Lo:d 
Jeſus nnder your trials, ro keep an car open ro Ghriſt ; 
who can ſpeak for himſelf, howb-it your viſitations aud 
your own fenfe should dream hard things of bis love 
and favour: Our Lord never getteth ſo kindealook ofus, 
ner our loyc in ſuch a degree , nor or faith in fuch a 
EE E. meafuze 


I 

meaſure of Redfaſtneſs, as (4 5H out of the furnace of cag 
tempting fears & $harp trials, 1 yerily belecye | & roo ſad 

roofs 19 me, ſay no Icfs ] that if our Lord would grind cur 
whori-k luſt in powder , the very old ashes of our corruption 
chould take life again ,and live and ho!d us under ſo much bond- 
age that may humble us & make us ſad, till we be in that coun- 
trey where we $hall nced no Phyſick at all, O whar violent 
mcans doth our Lord uſe ro eainusto him, as if indeed we were 
aprize worthy his fighting for! Andbeſurcif leading would 
doc the turn, he would not uſ- pullizg of lair and ararmy : 
Fut the beſt of us wil! bide a ftiong pull of our Lord's ri::ht 
2m ere we follow him: Yer I lay not this 25 ifour Lord 
awayes meaſured afictions by ſo many ounce welghrs anſwer. 
abl: ro the grain weights of our guiltincſs: 1 know he doeth 
in many [ and poſlibly in you} fcek nothing fo muchas faith 
that can endure ſummer and winrer in their extremity.” O 
how precious to the Lord is faith and love, that when thresh= 
ed, beaten, and chaſcd away , and boaſted | as it were] by 
God kimſclf, doech y:t look warm=like, love=like, kind- 
like, and life-like home-over ro Chriſt , & weuld bcin at kim, 
ill & well as it may be! Think not much that your husband 
or thedeareſt to you inthe world, proveth to have the bowels 8 
mercy ofthe Oftrich, hard & 1igourous & cruel: For Pſal.27, 
109. TheLordrakethup ſuch fallen ones as theſe, I could nor 
wich a more ſweet life nor morefatilfying exprefiions of kind 
neſs till I be up ar that Prince of kindneſs, then rhe Lord's 
faints finde wh-n te Lord raketh up mens refuſe & lodgeth 
this wo:ld's out=lawes whom no man ſcekerh after: Hts 
breath is never ſo hot, his love caſteth never ſuch a flame, as 
when this world and theſe who should hethe helpers ofour joy , 
Caſt water on ourcoal: Ir isaſweet thing to ſ-e them caſt our, 
& God take in, & to ſte them throw us away asthe refuſe of 
men, & God take us up as his jewels & lus treaſure : Often he 
maketh gold of droſs, as once he made thecaſt=away ſtone, 
the ſtone rejected bv the builders , the head of the corner. The 
Princes of this world would not have our Lord Jetus apinning 
ih the wall or to hayc any place in the building , but the Lord 


mad= 
h z oP = 


| | . 1414+ | 
made him the Maſt-r-ftone Pha. place. God be thanke 
that this world hath not power to cry us down ſo majty pound, 
as rulers cry down light gold, or light filver : We $hall ſtand 
for as much as our malter-coiner Chreft, whole coin, arms & 
ſtzyp we ocar, will have us: Chriſt hath no maſcarrying ballance, 
Thani your Lord, who chaſerh your love through two King, 
doms & followeth you & it oyer ſea, to haveyoutfor himſel;, 
as he ſp-aketh Foſc 3. For God layeth up his (aints as the wail 
& the choice of all the world for himſelf, & this ts like Chrif 
& his love. O what11hzaven or out of h-aven is comparable 
eo the ſmell of Chriſt's garments! Nav,ſuppoic our Lord woull 
manifeſt his art, & maeten thouſand heavens of good & gloria 
ous things, & of new joyes deviſed out of the deep of infinite 
wiſdom, he could not make thelike of Chriſt, for Chriſti; 
God, & God cannot be mide: & thzrefore ler us hold us with 
Chriſt, howbeit we might have our waile & will of an hoſt 
of lovers, as many as three heavens could contain O that he 
& we were together ! O when Chriſt & ye sÞall mcet about 
the ourmoſt march & borders of time & the entry 1nto eternity, 


ye shall ſeeheaven in his t'c* ar the firſt look, & falvation & | 


elory fitting 1n his countenance & berwixt his eyes! Fatnt nor, 
the miles ro heaveaare bur few & short : heis making a green 
ed [as the word fpeaketh C42. 1.] of love for him(clf & 
you: Thereare many heads lying in Chriſt's boſom, bur there 
1s room for yours among the reſt: And therefore goe on & let 
hope goe before you: Sinnot in your trials, & the victoryis 
yours: pray , wreſtle & belecye, & yeshall oyercome& pre- 
yall with God as /xcob did: No windlc={traws, no bits of clay, 
No t:mptations which are of no longer lite then an hour , wil 
then be able to withſtand you, when onceye have preraile 
with God, Help me with your prayers, thatit would pleak 
the Lord to give me houſc=room again , to ſpeak of his righte. 
onfnels in the great congreg 
fight, Grace , gracebe with you. 


Aderd. Jan, 6, Tris in bes fweet Lo ! 
1637. leſus, Ss Re | 
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oation , ifit may ſeem good 1n his | 
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Some letters of the ſame Aurthor,from Anworh, 
befor: his confinement, at Aberdeen: And 
others from St Andrevys, London, rc. 
after his enlargement. 


In—————— : EO 


To the Vicounteſs off Kenmure. 


(1. ) . OS TER. L 

NY A LL dutifull obedience in 
| theLord remembred: I 

have heard of your La - 
Infirmity and ſicknels 
A with grief yer It.uſt ye 
have learned to ſay. 1# 

) 15the Lord, let hamdoe 


M 4 D A M.. 


whatſoever ſeemeth good 


Rt of m has eyes. It is-now 

| N many years fincethe A= 
#7. + poſtare Angels made a 

\ MAC Vs TIT R queſtion , whether their 
PN S205 OJ AZZEEzS willorthe will of their 
Creator should bedone, & fince thattime, freward mankinde 


hath alwayes in that ſame ſure of Law compearcd, to plead 
| with them againſt God ,;in a dayly repining againlt his _ 
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but the Lord being both party & fudge , hath obtained a deg 
erect & ſuch, 1ſt,46, 10, Ay counſ.l chall ſtand, ES r wil 
dx all my pl-aſure. It is then beſt for u5 1a the obedience of fair 

& in a1holy ſubmiſſion; to give that to God whichthe Lay of 
bis -Imighty & juſt power willhaveof us. Theref'5ce, Madan, 
your Lord willeth younall Rates of life to lay 7hy will b: dow 
wr! Earth , a8 :t is mm heaven: & herein hall ye have counfort, 
that h2 who icerh perfectly rhroyghallyour evils,& knowerh'ih 
frame & coaſtitution of your nature, & what is moſt he 1lchfull 
for your ſoul, hold-th every cup of .fli tion to your head with 
his own gracious hand : Never belcevethar your tender-heatts 
ed Saviour who knoweth the ftrength of your ſtomack, will mix 
that c:ip with onedram weight of poiſon: Drink then with 
thepatience of the ſaints, & rhe Gol of patience bleſs you 
Phyſick. I have heard your Lz: complun of deadneſs & want 
ofthe beſtirring power of the life of God , but conrage, he 
who walked n the garden & made a yoiſe that mide A{amheax 
hi; voice, will alſoat ſometimes walk in your foul & make you 


hear a more (weet word; Yetye will not alwayes tear thenok Þ 


& the din of his feet when he walketh; Years at ſuch atimelix: 


lac mournin z at the ſuppotfed death of T9ſeph, when Jolep'itws | 


living: The new creature,the image ofthe iecond Adm is living 
in you, & yet year? morning at tho ſuppoſed dzath of the life of 
Gihritin you : Epirarmis bemoaning & mourning , Jer. 31.18, 
When he thiaketh God is far off & heace: h not, & yet Gadis 
like the Bridegroo:n, Cx. 2. ſtanding onely beninde a thin wall 
& laying to his ear, for he ſaith himſelf, ver 18. have ſurth 
heard Ep.r4im bemoanmg lumſelf. 1 have good coniideace, 
Madan, that Chriſt Jeſus whom your ſoul th:©.1gh foreſts & 
mountain; is ſeeking , is within you: And yer ſpeak nor this 
to lay apillow under your head, or to diſcwade you fronan 
holy far of the loſſe of your Chriſt or of provoking & ſtirring 
up the beloved before he pleaſe, by fin, Iknow, in fpiiitud 
confidence the Deyil will come in, as in all other good works, 
& cry half mme , & (ocndeavour tobring you under a feariull 
fl-ep, rillhe whom your ſoul loyerh bz deparred from rhe door 


muſt 


6a 


& have lf off knocking & therefore, here the Spirit of God 


Be '4TI7. « | F 
muſt hold your ſouls fect in £ 6. J8 mid-line betwixt conf{- 
denc reſting in the arms of Chnſt, & preſumpruous anddrouſie 
ſeping in the bed of fizshly ſ:eurity. Theretoce , worthy Lady, 
focountlirtle of your ſelf, b:cauſe of your own wretchedaels 
a:d tinfulldroutinels , rat ye count not alfolittle of God in the; 
courſe of his unchangeable mercy: For there be many Chriſtians, 
moſt iixe unto young ſailers, who think the chore & the whole 
Jand dot move , when the chip & they theinſelves are mayed; 
juſt o, not a fex doe1maginerhar God moyerh& ſailerh& chang- 
eth places , becauſe their giddy fouls arc under fail & ſubject 
toalteration, roebbing & flowing ; but ghe f11daron ef the 
Lord 4b1d.th ſire. God knoweth that yeare tis own ; Wreſtle, 
fight , goe torward, watch, fear, belceve, pray, & then 
y: have allcheinfallivle fympromss of ons of rk2clect of Chriſt 
vithin you. Ye have now, Madam, a licxnefs beforcyou & alſo 
after that a death , gather then now food for rh: journey: God 
oive you eycsto ſec through tickneG &death,& to (ec ſomerhing 
beyond death. I doubt not but if hell were b:rwixt you & Chrift, 
254 river which ye b-hqoved to croſs ereyecould come athim, 
but ye would willingly pur in your foot & make through to be 


| athin, upon hope that he would comecin himſelf in che deepeſt 


of the river & lend you his hand. Now E beleeveyour hell is 
dried up & ye have ovely theſe two challow brooks , Suckzisf' Sc 
Dezth, to paſ; through, & yehavealſoa promiſe rhat Chri{t 
Shall doe more then meet you , even that he shallcome him(zlt 
& 202 with you foot for foot, yea & bear you tu his arms. Q 
then! O then forthe joy that is ſer before you! For the love 
ofrheman [ whois alſo God over all, bleild for ever] that 
1; ſtanding upon the shore to welcome you, run your race 
with patieace: - The Lord goe with you. Your Lord will 
not hays you nor any of his ſervants ro exchange for the worſe, 
Deat ;in it (el Firicludeth borh the death ofthe foul & the dearth 
oth: body, but £5 GoPs children the bounds & thelimirs of 
death areabridgd & drawn into a more narrow compals: $So' 
that when ye diz, a piece of dearh'5hull onely (ciſe upon you, 
or the leaſt part of you hall die, & that is the diflolution of the 
boy ; foria Chriſt yearedelivered from the ſecond death': 8& 
Dd there- 


-<———v—c—_—_— = © — ——C———CCO']}SCCEICTIETT I I ey = 
 —— I— _———— I —_—_— ——_—_— — - 


Wes + 


Corres ans Ws GI On CIP ES CER EO 


CEIOESS 


rue =g 
bal 


IOET TT TYES*T FE FER 


_ 


(418 


therefore, as ene born of God commit nor {in | although ye can. 


nor live & not fin]& that ſerpent $hall but car your carthly part? 
As for your ſoul,ir is abeve the law of Death : But it is fearfull & 
dangerous to bea debter and ſeryant to tin, forthe count of iin 
ye will not be able to make good before God,cxcept Chriit both 
count & pay for you. I truft alſo, Madamthat ye will be carchull 
ro preſcnrt ro the Lord the preſent eſtate of th:4; decaying Kirk; 
For, w hat shall be concluded in Parhiamenrt anent her, the Lo:d 
knoweth : ſure I am, the decrec of a moſt fearful] Parliament in 
heaven,is at the very point of coming forth, becauſe of the ſinsof 
the land: For, Wekave caſt a4» the law of che Lord and deſpiſed 
the words of t e !'oly one of Ifradl FR ſa. F, 24. Judgeme::t 15 tra. 
ea mnway backward and juitice fiandeth afar off , r1utis is fallen 
in the ['rects and equity cannot cnter- Logthe prophet, as if hehud 
ſeenus & our Kirk, reſembleth ju{'xce to be handled as ancnem 

holden our at the ports of our city,fo is she banished;& Trueh ioa 
perſon ſickly & diſeaſed , fallen down in a deadly ſwoor.ing fitin 
the ſtreets beforc he can come to an houſe:, ſa. 59. 14.7 ke Drift 
kave cauſcd many toi zmblc at the Law, E959 tave corr#pred theCove. 
nant of Levi:Mal.2.8.But what will e:ey doe 87 the end? jer.s 11, 
Thercfore give the Lord no reſt for 27:7”. Stir up your hus- 
band , you biother, & all with whom ye are in favour and 
credit , to ſtand upon the Lord's tide againſt Bal. I have 


cood hope you husband lovcth the peace & proſperity of Zen ; 


The peace of God be upon him for his intended courſes avent the 
eftabli:hment of a powerfull Miniſtery in this land. Thus not 
willing to weary your Z4: further, Irecommend you now, 
&alwayes,to the grace & meicy ofthat God who is able to keep 
you that yefall nor. The Loid Jcſus be with your ſpirit, 


Anwoth. July. 27. Your La: ſervant at all drtifull 
162$. obedience rn Chriſt, S.R. 
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To the Parishouers of” 


KILMACOLME. 


worthy C5 welbeloved in Ciriſt te ſe our Lord. (2) 


NRace, mercy & peace beto youz Your letters could not 
COM to my cad i 4 Srearer tHIong of buiinels theo I am 

row pridied with at this thine, when our Kire requireth the, 
PYD.LKe help of us ail; yet I cannot bur arfwer the heads of 
both your lctturs, wit) Proviiion tat ye chuſe afrerthis, a 
ficter ttine for writing, 1. 1 would nor haye youpitch upon me 
as the man able by Lortters toanſwer doubts of rhis kinde , while 
thereare in your bounds , men of {uch great pa: ts, moſt able for 
this work: I know the b-{t are unahic,' ver it pleaſerh thar 
Spirit of Jeſus to blow his ſvreet wind through apt cedry ſtick, 
that the empty reed may Keep no glory toit{clf, bur a Miniſter. 
ca0 make 00 ſuch wind as this to bow , he ts ſcarce ablero lend 
tapatſage troblow through him 2. Know tharthe win] ofthis 
Spirit hath a time whenir blower «harp & pierceth {o ſtrongly 
that ir would blow throagh aniron door , &this 1s commonly 
tarherunder ſuffering for Chriſt then at any other time: Sicks 
children ger of Chriſt's pleaſont things to pliv them withall,be- 
cauſe Jeſus is moſt render of che ſufferer , for he was a ſufk; res 
himſelf. O ifI had but the leavings & the drawing ofthe by= 


board of a ſufferer*s table! Bur T leave this toanſwer yours. 


Inj, ye-writethat God's vowsarc ly:ng on you, & ſccurity 
ſtrong & ti ro nature, ſtzaling on you who are weak. Lanſwer, 
1. Till we bein heavea rhe belt nave heavy heads ,as is evident 
Caxr.5.1.Pſal.40.6. ob, 2.9.18, AMurrb. 26.33. Nature is 
aſluggard & lover not the labour of religion: Therefore reſt 
chould not be taken till we know th: diſcaſe bs over & in tha 
wayofturning , & that itis like a feverpaſt the cool: And 
the quietneſs & the calms of the faich of victory over 
corruption, would be cntertaincd in place cf ſecurity, {0 
thar 1f I fleep , I would dclice to ſleep fairn's flexp in 


Chrid's boſom. 2, Know alſo , nonethar flzep ſound can 


| Dd 2 fcrioulty 


YT -, 


420.) 
ſerioufty complain of. Pino ſorrow for a flumbering 
ſoul, is arozcn of fome watchtulneſs of ſpirit: Burt thizy 
ſoon tmiued imo wantonnefs , | as grace in us too often is abu. 
ea) therefore our waking mult oz watchcd over, cltc ſleep vil 
cVE1 grow Out of w arching , & there 15s as much necd to watch 
OV CY race, 25 to watch over fin: Jull men will focon flecp & 
ſooner t then hungry men, 3+ For your wv eakncisroke cep off 
_— Lat an a thicf ſtealerth upon you , 1 would faytyo 
hing 1. To want complants of weakneks, is for heaven 
$ Fey that never ſinned , not for Chrittans in Chriſt's 
camp GN earth: Trhink our weaknefs maketh us the Church 
6* the redeemed ones & Chrifls fieid that the Mediator should 
labour in: If there were no diſcaſes on earth , there needed 
no P:yicians on carth: If Chiik had cricd down weaknek, 
ke might have cried down his own calting ; bur weakneſs isour 
Mediator! world , Sin is Chiit's one y , onely fa e & market; 
no man should rcjoyce at weakneſs & difcales, but [t' inkwe 
may have a ſort of giad cls at botls& ſofcs, becauſe without them, 
Chrit's fingers as a,flain Lord Should never ave touched gur 
ﬆ&11,1 darcnot thank my £3Eur I darethankGoa*s wy of wilt 
Providence, that 1 kave an errand in me, whilz live, for 
Cirilt to come & viſit me & bring _ bum hi: drugs & his 
balm.O how fcc i5 1:, fora finne: to pur his weaknef; in Chrifi's 
ſtreng :thning hand & to fathera fick toul upon ſuch a Phyticiif 
& tO lay we atls beiorekim,, to wo vpon aim & to plead & 
piay ! weatncls can ſpeak & cry whey we have not a tongue, 
£34 16.6. And win Tprſſeds? -yrhee Ef & ſow thee peile:tedl rr time 
617 vice!, 1 (amuntd tit wa rhe ff mm riy biocd , Li, 
The Kt: Lo inOt ips a 000 word to Chiilt then, bur oY od & 
ew: ieſ- cut of mcaturc, Gate WO drew our of Cltilt pity & a 
word cf lif-a-dlove. 2. For weak als, we haveit , thatve 
may c: mpioy Chriſt's ſtrength becauſe 07 our weaknels : Weat® 


nel; I $0 VASE 1» the {{rongUt Coy Ss That Is, when having 
no ſtrung}; ur own . ", card upon Chrift*s choulders 


& waik Fas it wereJupon his 1 Nous If our tinfull weaknels fel 
UP ro theclouds, Chriſt s {rev oth will fell upto the ſun and 
far toverhctunc of heavens, 2. Ye tc!l methar there is 
nccd 
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need of counſel for ſtrengthning of new beginners, I canſay 
lictleto that, whoam not well begun my {clf; bur I know, 
honeſt beginnings arenourt hed by him, even by lovely Jeſus , 
who never yer pur out 2 poor man's dun candle, who ts wreſtling 
berwixt light 8: darknefs. | am ſureif new beginners would urge 
themſelves uponChritt,& preſs their ſouls upon kim &1.14portune 
him for adraught of hits ſweer love, they coald nat come wrong 
ro Ch.1/t : Come once in upon the rtzhr nick & ſtep of his lovely 
love, & I defic you to ger free of him again: If any beginners 
fall of Chriſt 49 U1 & mails him , they never lighred upon _hriſt 
as Chriſt ; it was but an dot, like clus, they rook for him. 


g. Whercas ye complain of adead Miniſtery in your bounds, ye 


areto remember that the Bibl- among you, is the contract of 
Marriage , & the manner of Chriſt's conveying his loveto your 
heart , ts not fo abloiurly dependeat upon , even hvely 
preaching , as that there is no convertion at all, no life of 
God, bur that, that is ticd troa m:n's lips: The daughrers of 
Jagl[alem have done often thar, which rhe watchmen could nar 
doe: Make Chrilt your Mivifter, hc can wooe a ſoul at a dike= 
fidein the field , he needeth not us , howb<:tt the flock be obliged 
to ſeek him inthe shep1erds tents: Hunger of Chiilt's making 
may thrive, evenunder ſtewards who minde not the feeding of 
the lock, O bleſſed foul, thit can leap over a man and look 
abovca pulpit up to Chriſt, who can preach home ro the heart, 
howbeit we were all dead & rotten | 4. Soto complain of your 
ſelf as to juſtifie God ts right, and p:oviding ye jultific his Spirir 
in your {elf ; for men (cldom advocare againſt Satan's work & 
fin in themſclves,but againſtGods workin rhemſ-:lves:fome of the 
p:ople of God ſlander God's grace in their fouls as ſome wretch= 
es uſe to doe, who complaia & murmure of want, I haye nothing 
[ſaythey] all is gone, the ground yeclderh bur weeds & wind- 
I:ftraws; when as their fa: harveſt, & their money on bank mak= 
eth them liars, Burfor my (elf, alas! I think iris not m 

ſin, I have fcarce wit tolin this fin: Burl adviſe you to ſpeak 


069 of Chriſt, for his b-auty & ſweetneſs , & ſpzxak good pf 


im for his graceto your ſelves. 
þut ye cannot atrainto painkulneſs : 
Dd 3 rot 


5. Lightremainerk, ye ſay, 


Sce it this complaint be 
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not booked in the new Tcſtament, & the place Rem. 7* 18, ls 
like this, 7 ow! is greſent with me, buthor to performt. as which 
is good 1 krow zot. butcevery onchath not Paul's (pt: ic in com- 
aining : For oiten 1n oak complairipg is Eur an humble 
;ACK biting & tractict ng of Chiiſ's new w ork inthe ſoul, But 
ſor the mar of the cowpl: tint 1 would fay: The light of 
na} by iS perk. Qty obey cd in loving and pra ifing and 10joyc- 
ing & ref{1ng in a ſcen & known Lo:d; butt tharliot is not 
hereaway 1n any clay bocy, for v hile wearchee, light t 1 16 the 
moſt pait v1 oadet & Fonger thon our rarrow & £ cklef Gb: Cie 
ence: Butt:  thexebe light vi tha fair train & acrcat bick, 1 
mean, armics of challet: ceing thoughts & Pron oF. « 031:INg 
short of performance in what we know fic cugl to Lp bo 
formed , then that forrew for not doir & is acCepr, 2 ons i 0:d 
for do: ng: Orr honeſt ſorrow & LIPCErC alc > TOLE her 
with Chrift's ;jnterc fon pieading thatGod would wilconiethat 
wiich we have & forgive what we have not, :: uſtbe cur 
life, till webe over the beurd-ro:zd & in thc other coun 
riey , where thelaw will oct 2 : perk; & ſoul. 6. In Chiiits 
abſence there i £ [5 Ve wy ay 2 viliingneſ ro ue means, 
| but heavineſ; after theuſe of than, becan FI of forma! & flight 
erformarce. In Chiiſt's aver ce | confeſs the work lizth 
hu:de, but i: ye men abſcnce of con:foit & abſence of ſenſe 
- of hi: ſwe.t picfence, Ithink ti at abſ.. nc 15 Chriſt's riyirg of 
ns, rot fiiply OUT fo againii hms— Therefore howbcit our 
Obedierce then, Lenot ugarcd na fe cerned with joy By hich 
15 the ſweet meat k lins would fi] | be at } vet tac leſs ſenſe & the 
more wi irencl.1 in obeyinc, the let: \ formatiry 1 in ou obedience, 
Hovb:. 5 © HO not ſo; for [ belveve many think cbedicnce 
forma; & lf If , except the wind Lefairinthe Weſt, andfial 
filed with jCGY-an d {nſec ,t1! foul: likea Pp fir befor: tc wird 
can ſpreac roar ortſa!]; but] am not mY ir minde who think 
ſo. Put! t yc mcan by abſence of Chiiſt, the withdrav ingof 
. His $o1kins grace, I ſeenot how wi. lin ens rouſe means can 
beat all wrdcy ſuch an abſences Therefore be hi mbl.d for 
heavincſsinthat cbcdience, & trankiull for wi iLingnch: for 
_ The Br:degr.om is buskirg kis Spoule cken tines whilc shel : 
ha 
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balf fleeping » & your Lord is working & helping moreth-n 
ofce. AlfoI recomm:nd to you Heavineſs for formality & 
lifeleſs deadneſs in obedience : Re caſten down a5 much as ye will 
orcan, for deadneſs, and challenge that flow & dull caicaſe of 
fachat will neither lead nor drive in your fpirituall obedience. 
O how ſw.et to lovely Jcius are bills and gri-vane:s given in 
againſt corru tion & rhe body of fin! I would have Chriſt, in 
ſuch a caſe , f ched [if I may ſpeak ſo]& deaved with our cries, 
x5yeſcethe Apoſtle docth, Rom. 7, 24. Owretched mantiat I 
4m , who chall delcuer me from tize boy of this dearth! Proteſt := 
tions againſt rhe law of t1n in you, arelaw=zrounds why tin can 
hayz no law againſt you; Seek ro have your Þ. oteſtation diſe 
culſed & judged, & then hall ye finde Chriſt on your fide of it, 
7. Yehold thar Chriſt muſt either have h:arty (:rvice or'na 
ſerviceat all: If ye mean he will nor half ahearr or have fained 
ſervice , ſuch as the hypocrites give him /,*I grant” vou 
that: Chriſt muſt haye honeſty or nothing: Burif ye 
mean , he » ill have. no. ſervice at all where the heart 
draweth aoack in any meaſure, I would not thar were 
true, for my part of heaven and all thar Iam worth in the 
woild: If yemind«to walk to hexven without a cramp or a 
crook , I fearye muſt goe your alone: He knowcth our drofy 
& defets, & ſweet Telus pitieth us when weakneſs & deadneſs in” 
our ob:dience1is our croſs & not ourdariing. 8. Theliar 
[+5 ye writeJchallengeth the workas formal,yct ye bleſs your 
cautioner for the orou!d-work he hath la-4.& dare nor ſav but 

chave aſſuranceinſo.ne meaſure, To this I ſay. 1. It $shall be 
no Ault ro faye Satan's labour, & challeogeit your ſcIf,or at leaſk 
examine & cenſure; but beware of Satan's ends in chal- 
aging, for he mindeth ro put Chriſt & you at oddes, 


2. Welcome ho:ne faithin Jeſus , who wa-cheth till when we . 


have defiled qur ſouls and made our ſilves loathſom , & ſeek 
ſtill che blood afatonemear ro faults litrle or mcekle : Know 
the gaterothe well & lieaboutit. 3, Make meekle of afſur- 
an-e, for it keep2t1 your anchor fix2d, 9. Our-breakings | ve 


ſay] diſcourage v0u, ſo thatye know nat if ever yeshall wit * 


agan toſach averjoying conſolations of the Spirit in this life, 


—— 
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as formerly ye had,& "NP... a . = may be,1f afrer :ſſun 
ance £5 morification, the cixldrea of God be ordinarly framm 
ſexrſe [S] joy? © 1 anſwer, Ice BO INCOBVERICACE TO think, i 
enough 10 A IACE,, to fcerhe cold at the ſtarting, place 3 howbei 
the 18:.Ders nEVEEgeta view Of it tall they come to therink 
end, & that our vile Lerd thinkcth it fete ſt we shoujd nota 
' Ways. be fizgcrtung & playing with Chaſe, -pples. Cur Web. 
beloved, Iknow , will port & play with his Bride, as much 
as he rhinkah willallure her ro therink's end ; Yer Ijudgei Chr 
not unlawful tg {egk 1enewed confolations, providing fiift, the 
heart be ſubmiſſive & content , to leave the mcaſu: e & titi« 
jng of thim to. bim, 2. providing they be ſcught to-cy. 
Cite us topralle, & {trengthen our zflurance, and Sharpcn 
car defizes after himſelf, 3. Let them be ſcughr nct for 
ur hymors or ſwelling of nature ; bur as the earneſt of 
Mot ; &I thipk many doe attainto greater conſolations aft:r 
mortificationthen everthey had formerly: Fur Iknow , our || * 
Lord walketh here, {t1}l by a foveraign latitude,& keeperh not the ] 


ſame way as to one hait=vreadth* without a mits, towards | {; 
2]l his childreo. As for the Lord's people with you , Iamnot n 
the man fit to ſpeakto them. Irejoyce excecdingly that Chriſt i 
$5 engaging ſouls amongſt you: Eut I know in conveifion all 
the wjnving 1510 the firſt buying [as weuleto fay | for many lay 

| 


fa}&e & baſtard foundations , & rake up converſion at their foot, 
& get Chriſt for as good as half nothing, and had neversfick 
N1 o% for fin , 6: this maketh looſe work: TI pray youdig dep, 
Chriſt's Palace>work, & his ncw du elling laid upon hcl! felt& 
feared, is moſt firm: And heaven grounded & laid upon ſucha 
hefl,is fureſt work & will not wash away with winte: ={torms. It 
were good that Prok fours were not like yourg heirs that come 
to thr rich eſtate Jopg ere they cometo their wit, and fo isfecn 
on it : thetayerne & the cards and rhe harlers, teal rhejr r30ges 
frcm them ere ever they be aware what they aredoing. Iknow,a 
Chrift bought with ſtrokes ts iweeteſt, 2. Ireccmmerdtoyou 
conference & Prayer at Private M cetings, for warizud wheicof 
ſce1ſa. 2,3. Ja. 50,4,5, Hof. 2,1 2. 2c, $,20,21,22,23, 
Mg. 3,16: Leak. 24,13, 14, 15,16, 1 7. 1th.20, 19. 5, 12.12. 


C ol, 
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(ol, 3, 16-8 4. &, Fol 4, 29. 1728. , 10. 1 Theſs.5, 14. Uh. 
4413, 10, 25. Mavy coals make a good fire, & this 1; apait 
of the communion of lair-rs., I mult intreat you & your 
Chriſtian acquaintances in the Parish ro remember me to God 12 
our pravers , & my flock & miniftry , & my t:2r{portation && 
removal from this place, which I fear ar this eſt wbly: And 


becarneſt with Cod for our mother Kitk. For want of timeI 


kweput youallin oneletter : The rick vraceot ou; Lord Jeſus 
Chiift be with you all. | 
Amzoth Auguſt. 5. Tours 43 by ſweat Lok 
1639. Teſus, $, Ro 
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Toal hriſtian Gentlewomans. 


MICTRES £& (3) 
M*: lovein Chriſt remembred royou:l was indeed ſorrow 
LYL full ar my departure from you, «ſpecially tince ye wereta 
{ch heavineſs aftcr your daughters death; yer 1 coc perfwade 
my felf, ye know,that the weiehtiefterd ofthe croſs cfChriſt that 
is laid upon you, licth upon ycur ſtrong Saviour , for !ſ:4h 
luth 62. 9. 77 all your affiiclions le 35 ofificd - OblicLed 
ſccond who ſuffereth with ycu ! & gJad may your ſev] be, even 
ta walk in the fiery furnace with one like unto the Sor oimany 
who 13 alſo the Son of Gced. Cour? gc, up your}.zart > v. hen 
yedaetire he will bear both you & your burden, 7:1. © 5.2%. 
Yct a luttle while & yeshall (ce the ſalvation of God "Remember 
of what age your d:ughter was , as long was ycur leaſe of her >: 
itshe was 18, 19, Or 20 years old, ] know rct, ſure 1 am, ſeeing 
her terme was come & your leaſe run out, ye Cal No more juſt: 
quarrel your great Superior for taking his own at his juſt eermt= 
day then a poor farmer can con-plain, that his Maſter raketh & 
portion of his own land to himſelf when his legſe is expired. Geode 
Hiſireſs, i: ye would not be content that Chriſt would hold from. 
ycu the heavenly inheritance, which is made yours by his deaths. 
ball not that ſame Chriſt think hardly of you ,Uyec refuſe to 
Svc bun your dau ghter will ingly,who is apart of his1nhcritanc® 
Dd 5 ard: 
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& conqueſt > Ipray the Lore to give you all your own, & tg 
orace you with paticnce,to give God his alſo: hes an ill debrer 
who paycth thar which hehath borrowed, with a grudge: indeed 
that long loan offach a good daughter, a hcir of grace, a nem. 
ber of Chniſt [as I veleeve}d:ſerverh more thanks at your Cre. 
ditor*s hand, rhen that ye £hould gloom & murmure when he 
craycth but his own: I belecveye would judge them to bebut 
thankleſs niighbours , who would pay you a ſuinme of 
movey after this manner, + But what, doc ye think her loſt, 
when $he is bur ſleeping 'in the boſem of the Almighty 1 
think her nor abſent who is1n ſuch a tricnd's houſe: Is $he loſt 
to you whois fourd ro Chriſt > Ifche were with a dear friend,at. 
though yeshould never ſecher again, your care for her would 
bebur ſmall: Oh now, is she nor with adear friend, & gone hieh- 
cr upona certain hope thatye $hall in the Reſurrection fee her 

gain, when [ be yejure] che shall ncither be heftick nor con- 
fumcd in body! Ye would be ſorry either to be, or to be cſtcecm- 
ed an Ath-iſt, & yet nor I, bur the Apoſtle, 1 7hefs. 4: 12; 
thinketh theſe ro be hopeleſs Arheiſts who mourn exceflively ior 
thedead: bur this is not a challenge on my part, I doe ipeakthis 
onely fcaring your weakneſs; for your daughter was a part of 
yourſcl1f,& therefore narurcin you bring as it were cut& halved, 
will indezd be grieved, but ye have to rejoyce that when apart 
of: youls on catth, a great paif of youts glorificd in keaven: Fol. 


low her, but cavy bernot, for indeedit is felf-lovein us that . 


makerh us moury for them that dic in the Lord: Why? becauſe 
for them we cannot mourn, fince they are never happy till they 
be dead; therefore we mourn for our own private reſpect: take 
hecd then that in shewing your afi-Etion in mourning for your 
daughter, ye be not our of ſ{l/=3fteftion mourning for your 
fclf. Conſider what the Loid is doing in it , your daughter is 
plucked our ofthe fice&$he reſteth from her I;bours,&vourLord 
in thar isrrying you & caſting you in the fire Goe through all 
fires to yourreſt, & now remember that the eye of God is upon 
you-bcho:ding your pattence & faith: he delighterh to ſee you in 
the burning bush & not conſuined , & heis gladly content that 
fach a weak woman as ye, shouls ſend Saan away fruſtrare of 
Es defign: Now henour God &hame the ſtrong roaring lion 


+ 
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pken ye ſecm weakeſt: Shoula bich a one as ye faint inthe Gay 
of adverſity * Call to minde the ayes of old, the Loe yer 
kyeth, truſt in kim although he should Bayyou:fanhy cxcecding 
charitable & beleeveth no evil of Gd, New is the Lozd laying an 
the cne ſcale ofthe ballance ycur making conſcience of ſubmife 
fon to his gracious will, & m the other your afcGion & love 
to your daughter , which ofthe rwo will ye then chulc rofatii= 
fe? Bewiſe then, &asItiuſt yeJove Chritt betrer thena 1t; = 
full woman, paſs by your Jaughter & kits the Loxe's rod, Nia 
doc lop the branches off their trees round abcut,tothe end they 
may «row up high & tall; The Lord hath this way Iopped your 
brarch, in taki! og irom you many chiiercn, to the ere yesheuld 
grow upward like one of the Lord's c«dars, fitting your heart 
above whcreChriſt is at the right hard of the father: hats nexry 
but that your Lord cut down the ſock after hc hath cutrd rhe 
branches? Pr pare your ſeit, ye are nearer your danghrer this Cay 
then ve were ye{terday, while yeprodigally ſpend timein moun= 
in; for he:,ye are ſpeedily poſting after her: Run vour race with 


pat Ece:letGod have his ov n,&ask of 11min ſtcad of voureavgh- 


ter which he hath taken fiom you,the aauchrer ofcairh ,v. hich is 
Patience, & in patience poſl.fs your foul. Lift up your head vedoe 
rot krow how rear your red: mption docin draw- Thus recomes 

mending you tothe Lord whois able rocſtabligh you, Iift. 
Anwoth, A pil 23, Yearlovig C ject nat frus: 
1628, arr the Lord Jeſus. S, BR. 


Totheelef & nolle Lad; my Lady Kenmure. 
M A D A M. 
0 Aluting your Z4; with crace & meicy f:om Cod our father 
KJ) & hom cm Lord Jeſus Chiiſt , I was {otry at my d: pai tures 
kaving your Za: in oriek,6c would {t:]] be eriv:C at ir, i{ 1 v'cre 
not aſjured that ye have one with you 1a the furnace ,v fol. viſage 
Is likeunto the Son of God: I am gjad that ychave becnac- 
quainted from your youth with the wieſtlines of God,& rhat ye 
getſcarce liberty to {wallow dou n your ſpittle,being.caſter fiem 
furnace to furnace, knowing if ye were nct dear20-Geds, ard if 
your hcalth did not xcquiic fo 0 ach of kim, he would net 


ſpend ſa much Fhyfick ipon you All thebrabrir 8; fiſiers + 
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of Chriſt muſt beconform to pb image & copy inſu fering, 
Rem, 8, And ſome doe more vively reſemble the copy then 
others: Think Mazam, that it isaparrtof your glory to by 
enroll:damong theſe, whom 'one of the Elders, Rev. 7, 14, 
pointerh out to /ohve , eſe are they which came 6xt of great triby« 
latiow , £5 have warked ther robes C9 made the as white ru the binad 
of 52:L 47h. Behold your forerunner going our of the worldall in 
a lake of blood, & itis not ill ro dicas hedid: Fulfil with joy the 
remnant of the grounds & remainders of the aflictions of Chrif 
tn your body, Yehave lolta childe: Nay : Sheis not loſt tg 
you,who is found to Chriſt, che is net ſent away, bur onely ſear 
before, like unto a ſtar, which going our of our fight doeth no1 
dic & evanish,bur shineth in ano. her hemitpherc: re ſee her not, 
yet she do-th shinz 1a another countrey : Ifher lis was but? 
Short hour, what he wanterh oftime, that she hath gotten of 
eternity:& ye have torejoyce thatye have now ſomeplenithing 
up in heaven: Build your neſt upon no tree here.,. for ye ſee 
God hath ſold rhe forreſt ro death, and every tree whercupon 
we would reſt, is ready to becur down, totheend we may flee 
& mount up & build upon the rock & dwell in the holes of thy 
rock. What ye love betides Jeſus your husband, is an 2dulterous 
lover: Now it is God's ſpecial bleſſing to 1u&44.: that he will not 
let her finde her parhs in following her i ange lovers, Heſ.2,8, 


| © . 
7 berefore behold, I will hed ;e up her way 1th tharns , E9 makes 


wall, that che s:all nor frudeherpatis, v. 7. nds e thai follow | 


afzer her lovers , bat 5,:e chall not overtaketiem. O thrice hap= 
y Jadith, when God builderh a double ftonc=wall betwixt her 
& thefire of hell! The World & thethings ofthe World, Ma= 
&.1, istheloveryeniturally affect betide your ewn husband, 
Chriſt : Thehedge of thorns & the wall which Ged builderh 
in your way, to hinder you fromthis lover, is the thorny hedge 
of daily grief, loſs of children, weakneſs of body, iniquity of the 
time, uncertainty ofeſtare, lack of worldly comfort, fear of Gol's 
anger for oldunrepented-of fins: What loſe ye,if God twiſt & 
pler the hedgedaily thicker? God be blefled, the Lord will 
.aot I:tyou finde your paths: Returnto your firſt husband: 
Doe not weary, neither think that Death walketh towards _ 
Re 
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yith a Now pace , ye muſt be tiper ere ye be shaken : your daves 
xeno longer then Job's, that were ſweſter rhe a poſe £5 paſſed 
pn by 4s fic shps of deſrre 5 As the Ea ls coat kaſtct. fer tie prey , 
þpb.g:25,26., Tuciths leſs ſandin your glaſs now, then there 
was yelternighr,this ipan-length of eyer-polting time, will ſoon 
be cnaed : 
years ye get to adviic upon what rerms & upon what codt- 
tions yecatt your ſcul in the huge guif of never-ending Etcr= 
nity ; The Lord hath told you what yesnould be doing ul 


hecome wart C5 after (aith Pirer] for the com;ng of our Lord : 

Allis night thar is here, 1n reſpect of tgnorance & daily enſuing 

troubles, one alwayes making way tO anther, as the ninth wave 

ofthe ſea tothe renth ; therefore 62h & long for thedawning of 
that mOY1N170 ,& Te breaxing ofthatday ofthe coming ofthe S6 
of man, when the shadows shall lzeaway: Perfwade your ſelf,the 
King is co:nivg:read his letter ſent betore him, Rev. z .11.Bchoie,. 
I come quickly: Wait with the wearied night=watch for the 
brexxing of tie caſtern skie, & think rbarye have not a porrow? 
As the wiſe firher aid , who bring invited againſt ro morrow 

to dine with his friends , aniwcred , Thefe mcry Hanes 1 have 
bad m0 merrow at afl. Tam loathtoweary you: Shew your 
klfa Chriſtian by lu ring without murmnring , for which fin 
fourtcer thouſand & ſeven hundred were flain , Neb. 16.49. 
Ir patience poflcf; your foul , thy lofe nothing who gain 
Chriit, Thus remembring my brother's & my wiſe's humble fer- 
vic: to your Ls: I commend you to themercy &grace of our 
Lord Jcſas , aſſuring you, that your day Is coming & that 
Gouws mercy is abiding you. The Lord Jeſus. be with your 
ſptrir. 


Tres intheT ord Te (res at all datifel 


Anwoth. Jan, I5s 
cvedjence, S, R. 


1629, 
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(436) 
- - To my Lap _ 
K E NMIUR E. 


HK 4D 4 A. (5) 

DO Alu you tn Jeſu; Chriſt , tomy grief [ muſt bid you F' 
& Niy x If Jr EVEL farewell in paper, having ſinall ; afurance 
Cr Q. £2 [v1 -vourt ICCA LETT. , {Ul chelaſt genera TOTAL inks, wherg 
Tie woe C1 Ute Ci1 13:2 Berl Shail mc &: Yet promiting uy tis 
grace topretnc your La: & your burdens to him w hot ts abletg 
{en vou & givevoun inheritincs with the ſaints, after a more 
f2:c12] man ihneover] have done before. Yeare ocing tos 
COLNETTY W ere th? Sun of rtghreeuſner, in the Goſp: Fe [ncth 
not {© clcaty as in this Kinodom ; ; bur if ye would know where 
he wito: nyour ſoul loverh doeth reſt & where he fecdeth ar the 
NOO tl? _ t: ne aay , where ever yebe, get you forth by the 
foo: itzps of tho flock & fred your (cIF beiide the shepi1erds rents, 
C22. 1,7. that is, ask for ſome of the watcimen of the Lord 
city, Wo 1it tell you truly, & will not lye, where ye Shall finde 
hin whom your foul loveth. Irtruſt yeare io betrothed in mare 
rizyzetorthetruc Chriſt, that ye will not giveyour love to any 
ful: © Chait:- Ye "$$ not how ſoon your muriage=day will 
come, nay , is not Erernity hard upon you? It we etimethen 


that ye hid your wedding _—_ in readincfs, be nor ſl? 2eping 


at your Lard's coming : I pray God, ye may be upon your feet 
ftandiag when he knackerh, Be not diſcouraged to goe from 
this comerey ro0 2n0rh zr part of the Lord's ea th , the earth is hs 
ES rhe frlneſs ticreof, 1 ſ2. 2.4, t. Thisis the Lord?, lower houſe, 
whil: weare lodged here wehave no affurancerto lic ever in one 
chander, but muſt be content toremovefrom one corner of our 
Lords nether-houſc ro another , reſting in hope, rhar when we 
come up? the Lord's upper city, /er#ſalexs e247 is th1ve, we hall 
remove no mNe; becauſe then weshall beat home. And 00: 
waereſoever ye will, if your Lord goe wtth you,ye are at hou ne, 


oO 
& your lodging t is cver taken before night, fo long as he whois 
Tfrael's dwelling houſe is your home, Pſal, 90, I, Beleeve me 
Med .m,mymindei 1; that ye are well lodged& that in your houſe 


there 


| I) 
there are fair eaſe-rooms & pleaſant lighrs, if ye canin fairh 

andown vour head vpon the breaft of Jeſus Chriſt, & ill this 

be, yesball neverget afound ſleep: Jrius, Jeſus be your sha- 
dow & your covering; Itis a ſweet ſoul. fecp to lien the arms of 
Ch.it,tor his breath is very ſweet, Pray for poor fricndlets Zzom; 
Alas ! INo man will ſpeak for her no%,althon»h at home in her 
own countrey $.c hath good friends , her kusband Chit , & his 
father,her father inlaw : Beſccch your kusband to bea Ciendro 


'Z1n & pray for her. Thaye reccivid many & civers da-his & bea- 


yy ſtrokes lincethe Lord called mero the Miniſtery . bur ined I 
etcem your departure from us amonglt rhe wetghricſt: bur I per. 


ive God will have us to be. deprived of whatſoever we tdo!:ze, 


that he may have his own room. I fee exceeding fmail fruit of 
my Miniſtery , & would be glad ro know of one ſoulto be my 
crown & rejoycing in the day of Chriſt. Thovughl ſpend my 
ſtrength In yain,yet my labour is with wy God, ie 45,9. I whh 
& pray that the Lord would harden my faceagainit all, & make 
metolearnro goc with my face againita ſtorm, Again T come 
mend you , body &{pirit to him who hath loved us & wached us 
rom our ſins in hi; own blood. Grace, grace, graceforever 


| bewith you- Pray, pray continually, 


Anwcth- Sept, 14. Y cer Ls: at all dutifieil obe- 
1629. dence rw Chriſt , SEK 


_ ————-  ———— 


To JOHN KENNEDY. 
My loving &5 meſ} affections; brother im Chriſt. -:(6.) 

| Szlure you with grace, mercy & prace from Godour father,s 

from our Lord Ieſus Chriſt. I promiſed to write tov ou, & al- 
though Late enough, yer now I make1t good. I heard withgriet, 
of you gre:tdanger of perishing by the fea, bur of your merci: 
full deliverance with joy. Surelam ,Brocher, Satan will leavetio 
ftene urrolled [1s the proverb 13] to rol you off your rock, 
or at lealt to chake & unſerrle you : Forat that ſame time, the 
mouths of wicked men were opened in hard ſpeeches agataſt you 


you 


by land, & the Prince.of the power of the air was angry with 
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you by ſea: Scetnen how Ks yeareoolizeatothat malitiong 
murderer, Who would beat you with two ro.isat onetime, bur 
Þi-ffed be God hisarm is short: Ifeche fea & winds would hare 
oheyed him,ye had never cometo land: Thankyour God who 
faiths Rem. 1,18.7 kave rhekeys of kell zad of deati. Demt,z2,39, 
1 kei! and 1 make dlrve. 1,84am. 2,6, The Lord Creugeth 
ern to tie (rave and bringeth up. IF Satan were Iayl ur 
2nd had the keys of Death & ot the Grave, they shoald be itore 
with moe priſoners. Ye were knocking at theſe black gates 
and yofound thedoorsshut , and wedozall welcome you back 
again; Itruſt yz know it ts not for norhing, that ye are {ent th 
us Gain : The Loid knew ye had tor7otten ſomething that 
was neccf]ary for your journey ,  thit Four armour was 
not as yet thick enough azainſt rhe firoke of deark; 
Now ir the ſtrength of Jeſus , diſpatch your bulined ; 
that debt is not forgiven, bur fried : Death hath not 
bidden you fare - well , but hath onely left you for a short 
ſeaſon: End your journey erethe night come upon you, have 
all in readineſs againſt the tune that ye mult fail through that 
black & impetuous lordar, 8 Jeſus, Jelus who knoweth both 
theſe depths & the rocks & all the coaſts, be your Pilot: That 
laft tide will nor wait for you onemoment: if ye forget any 
thing, when yourſea is full & your foot in that chip, there is no 
returning a22in to fetch it: Whatyedocamils in your life to 
diy, yemay amerd it to morrow: for 2s many ſubs as God 
mxcthioarife upon you , yehave as many new lives; butye 
ean {lic but once, & if ye mar or (pill that buſineſs, yecan- 
nvt come back to mend rhar picce of work again : No 
m2n finneth twice in dying ill: As we die but once, 
fo we dic but ill or well oace. Ye ſee now the nunber of 

our moneths is written in God*s book , & as one ofthe Lord's 

irelings » ye mutt work till ckeshadow of the evening, come 
wpon you, & ye shall run out your glaſs even to the laſt pickle 
of fand : fulfill your courſe with joy., for werake nothing to 
the gravz with us, bur a good or evil conſcience. Andal- 
thongh the skieclear afrer this ſtorm ,yer clouds will engender 
another: Ye contracted with Chriſt, I hope, whenfirſtye 
began 


/ 


began to follow him, that ye would bear - his croſs ; fulfill 
our part of the Contract with patience & break not ro Jeſus 
Chriit: Be honeſt, Prorir, 1n your bargaining with him, 
for who knowerh berter .how to bring up children then our 
God? For [| co lay atidehts knowledge, ofthe which there 1s 
ro ſcarching out ] he hath been practiſed in bringing up his 
heirs thefe 5000 years, & his batrns are all will brought up , 
& many of them are honeſt men now art homeup in their own 
houſe in haven, & are entred heirs to ther father's iaherirtince ; 
Now the form of his bri2ging up was by chaſtiſements ,. ſcour- 
ging , correCting , nurturing : See ifhe makcth exceprion of 
any of his bairns, Rev. 3.19. Heb.12.7, 8, No; His eldeſt 
Son & his hear , Jeſs, 1s not excepred, Hb. 2. 10. Suffer we 
muſt,ere we were born God dereed it, & ir is eafier to complain 
of his decree then to changer . Ir is tiue, terrors ofconſcience 
calt us down, & yet without terrors of co::{cience we cannot be 
raiſed up again ; fears & douvtings shake us, & Ver without 
fears & doubrings we would foon fleep and looſe our grips of 
Chriſt; rribulacton & tentarions will almoſt looſe us af the roor, 
&yer without titbularions & tempratiens we can now no more 
grow , then herbs or corn without rain. Sin & Saran & the 
World will ſay & cry in ourear that we havea hard reckoning 
to make 1n Judgement , & yet none of th:te three, except.they 
lye, dare ſay in our face thar our fin can change the Tenour ofthe 
pew Covenant. Forward then, de.rr Frocher,& loſe nor your grip, 
hold faſt the Truth , for the world fill not one dram weight of 
God's rruth,eſpecially now whe moſt me meafureT ruth by time, 
like young (ca=men ſetting their Compaſs by a cloud: For now 
Tune is facher & mother to Truth in the thoughts & practices of 
our evil Time. The God of Truth eſtablish us; for Alas | Now 
there arenone to comfort the priſoners of hope & the mourners 


in Zo»: We candoe lirtle except pray & mourn for Joſcp' Thi 
the ſtocks: Andlet their tongue cleave tothe roof of their 


mouth , who forget Jeruſ.tlew now in kerdayv: Andthe Lord 
remember Edomz & render to him as he hath donero us. Now, 
Brother , 1 will not weary you , bur intreat you remember my 
deareſt love to Mr David Dickſon; with whom | have ſmall ac= 

| Ee quaintanet 
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quaigtance, yet I bleſs a #6 , Iknow he both prayeth 
6: docth for our dying Kuk. Rcmember my dear«ſt lovety 
Jobs Stuarg, whom 1 love in Chiiſt , & how him fion; me, [ 
doe alwayes r:member kin, & hope for a meetizg: The 
Loid Jeſus cſtablich him n:orc & more, though he bc already a 
ſirong man in Chiiſt, Remcumber my hearticſt affcEion in 
Chriſt to Vill;am Redgor, vwhoml aliorcmcmber to Cod; | 
wishrle fiſt newes 1 hezr of him & vou & all that love our com. 
mon Sav!our 1n theſe beurds, may be, that ye are fo knit& 
linked & kirdly faſtcned in love with the Son of God , thatye 
way ſay, row if weweeald never ſo fan eſcape ont rf Chriſ'*s hards, 
Je love hath fe lorad us, thatwe cane get our Lands fi ce agam, 
ke hath ſo ravisl.ed eur bears, that there is mo lor fry of has grips, 
Ae ckan:s of tis ſunl-ravicthing love are ſo ſ.reng, tar the Crave wi 
Learh vill norb:cakiicm. lhope , Brutter,yea l doubt not of it, 
| but ye lay re & wy thuſt entty ro the Lord's vincyard, & my 
Mock beiore him who Fath put me in his work, as the Lord 
knoweth ſince fiſt I ſaw you, 1 have bon mindful of ycu, 
M 4r:ow Mchknaxgh doeth 1cmen;ber moſt heartily ber love to 
ou & to /cþ22 Stuart: Bladicd be the Loid, that in Co's mas» 
cy 1 fcurdin this ceuntrey ſuch a weman,to whom Jeſu: 1s deat- 
er then her ov-n heart, hen there be ſo many that caſtChriſt ovit 
thcir «hculdcer. Goed Evcelcr, call ro miinde the memory of 
your worthy father now aſlupin Chriſt, & as his cu! cm was, 
Pay continually , & wicſil: for the lite of adying breathkG 
Kiik: And difire /6þ# S7#477 tet to /orget pool £707, thehanh 
- ew friends & few to ſprak one £ood word for her, Nowl 
commend you , yew whole ſeu] & beey & ſpuir to Jeſpe 
Chriſt & his keepirg , hcpirg ye will die & live, ſtand & fall, 
with the cauſe of cur Malttcr , Jcius: The Lord Jcſus hipiſelf 


bg be with your ſpit. 


Anwoth, Fcb. 2, Yerr loving Prether in our Lerd 
I637. Jeſus, S.R, 
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have indeed a -moſt fragrant & glorious (incl : 
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Tomy Lai 
M 4D 4 M. 


Have longed exce=dingly ro hear of your life & health, & 

growth 1n the graceof God, 1 lacked the opportunity of a 
bearer , in reſpect 1 did not underftand of rhe haily departure of 
thelaſt,by whom I might have ftured your La; & therefore 
could not write before this time. I intreat you, Madazz . ler 
mchaverwolines from you concerning your preſent condition: 
[know ye arein orief & heavinel' ,& if it were not (>, ye might 
beafraid , becauſethen your way :hould not beſo like the way 
that our Lord ſai:h, leadeth ro the new Jerufalem: Sure lam, 
ifye kriew what were before you or if ye ſaw bur ſome glances of 
it, ye would with gladneſs (wim through the preſent floods of 
ſorrow , ſpreading forth your arms our ofdcfire ro bear land: 
K God have given you the carneſt of the Spirit as part of pay- 
ment of God's principal ſumme, ye have ro rcjoyce, for our 
Lord will not loſe his carneft , neither will he goe back or repenr 
him of the bargain. If ve findeat ſome time a longing ro ſee 
62d, joy in the affurance of that ſight [nowbcir thar feaſt be 
but like the Paſſover that cometh abou onely oncea year} 
peace of conſcience, liberty of*prayer, the doors of God's trea- 
ſure caſten vp to the ſoul ; &a clear fizhr of himſelf looking out 
& ſaving with a ſmiling countenance, Welcemre 727 10 me, affiict- 
ed ſoul ; this 1s rhe earneſt that he giveth fomctimes, & which 
maketh glad rhe heart, & 1s an evidence that the bargain will 
hold : Bu: to the end ye may get this earneſt, it were good to 
come oft in terms of ſpeech withGod,both in prayer& hearing of 
theword: For this is the houſe of wine, where ye meer with your 
Welbeloved,here it is where he kifſeth you with the kiſſes of his 
mourh , and where ye feel the lmell of his garments, and thc 
Ye wuit, 
Iſay, wait upon him , & be often commuring with him whoſe 
lips are as lilies, dropping ſweet finellinz mvrihe,& by the mov = 
mg thercofhe will aflwage your grief: for the Chiiſt that ſaverh 
you ls 2 ſpeaking Chriſt , the Church konoweth kim, Carr. 2. 
'y E 2 by 
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5) 
By his voice, & she can att. tus tongue amongſt a thouſand; 
I ſay this ro the cnd ye should not love theſe dumb maiksof 
Antic hriltian. Ceremonics, that the Church where ye arefor; 
::me,hath caſten over the Chriit whom your ſoul loverh : This 
15 to ſet before you a duwmbChiiſt:burt when our Lord comethhe 
. fpeaketh to the hcart in the {impliciry of the Goſpel. i haveng. 
ther tonguc oi pn to expreks to you the happinels of ſuch as ax 
in Chriſt: When ye navelold all that ye have & bought th 
field wherein thi. pearl is, ye will thinkit no bad market, for 
if ye bein him, al: his is yours, & ye arein him,therefoic beeay 

be lrverh, ye «all live alſo, Toh. 14.19. And what 1s tha 
elle? Bur as if the Sou had laid, 7 will nor have heaven excy 
wy redecmed ones bewth me, they &5 I cannorlioc aſw.der. 4 
bide im me C 1 im yor, Joh. t5. 5, 'O (weet cominunian, 
when Chiifl & weare through other, & are no longer two ! Ha, 
gr, 1 will i archeſe whors t. ou haſt groem me , be with me whine 
1am, tubchoid my glory tar thou haſt grvers me. Joh. 17.14, 
Amen ; dear Jeſus , It it be according to that word. 1 
wonder that evcr your hart should be catten'down, - if ye be 
leevethis truth : & they are nor worthy of Jeſus Chriſt, ' who 
vill nor {uffcr foity yeatsrroubles for him, tince they haveſuch 
glotious promiſes : - But we fools belecvetheſe promiſes as the 
_ xnan thatiecid Plaro's wiitings concerning @he immortality" of 
the ſoul, ſo lony as the book was in his hand, he belecyd 
all was true, 8 that the Soul could not dic; bur fo foon as helaid 
by the book , preſently he began to imagine that the Soul 
is but a ſmoke or airy vapour that petishcth with the 
expiring of thebrcath: So we at ſtarts doe aſſent ro the ſweet 
& precious promiſes , but laving afide God®s book we beginto 
call all io queſtion : [r1s faith indeed to belecve withour a pledge 
& to hold the heart conſtant at this work, & when wedoubt,to 
runtothe Law & tothe Tcſtimory & ſtay there: Madzmn, 
hold you here , here is your fathe!*s Teſtament, read it, init 
he hath left ro you Rexmſſion of ſins ES life everlaſfing It all 
that ye have here be cxcfles & ricubles, down-caſtings, frequent 
gefertions, & departure of the Lord, whois ſuiring you in mat» 
riage ; ccuiage, kewhois woocr and ſuiter shonld not bean 


houshold 


(437) 


houcheld-man with you, till ye and Hecome up to his fathers 
houſe regerher: He purpoſeth.ro docyou good at your latrer 


end, Dew. 8: 16.-& to give you reſt from thedayes of adver- 
fy , Pſal. 94,13. It z5 good ro bear the yoke of God un ow 
outh, Lam. 3:27. Turvin royour ſtrong hol.as a priſoner 
of hope ,. Zech, 9, 12. Fortie viſions for an appornted time, but 
at the end, ut 501 ſpeak £9 mar- lye.,' thoug' t tarry , want fort, 
becauſe 1t will ſwrely cone, it will not tarry, Hab, 2,3. . Hear 
himſeif ſaying , / ſa, 26,20, Come my people [rejoyce, he 
calicth.on you] errerithom anto 7y chamuirs , C9 shut ehy acors 
gut thee : lude thy ſeif ara were for alittle moment , tilt the m- 
dignatearbe paſte  ekeeverhen, belceve & beſayed: think nor 
hardaf + eget not your will, nor:your delight: in this life; God 
will haveyou torejoyce in-nothing but himſelf : God foubid 
thit yeshould rejoyceinany thing, bur inthe crols of Chriſt , 
Gal. 4:4 &iOur-Church, Madam, is decaying, $he is like 
Eflragnzg cake... & grayhairs arc here & there upon her, & he 
kno 4erh-it not, Hef. 7,9. She is old & gray haired, near 


| thegrave, -&.noman takerh it tohcart, her wineis fawre & is 


corupred.” Now if Phenehas wike did live , she might travel in 
birth & die to ſee the Ark of God taken & the glory departing 
from our Iſreet: The power and life of religion 15 away : Woe 
be to ws, forte day goeth away ,. forthe sbadows of the even= 
mg are ſtrerched out, ler, 6,4. Madam, Zion is theship where- 
inyeare carried to Cana , if the (ſuffer sh p-wrack ye will 
be caſten qyer=board upon death & life, roſwtmroland upon 

broken boards: Ir weretime for us by prayer to put upon our | 
Maſter-pilor Jeſs, & to cry, Maey .ſ.rve us, we perch. Grace, 
grace be with you. We would think it a bleſſing to our Kirk 
to ſee you here , bur our fins withold good things from us. The 
great Meflcnger of the covenant preſerve youin body & ſpur, 


Anwoth. Fcb. x. Y 0:25 1m the Lord , S.R. 
1630, 


(438) 
To my Lady 


KENMURE. 


. MAD AM. (3) | 
rn mercy & peace be multiplied upon you: . I received 


you: La: letter, 1n the which I perceive your caſein this 
would {mellcth of a fellowship & communion with *the Sonof 
God 1n his ſufferings; Ye cannot,ye mult not hayea morepleay 
ſanr or more cakie condition here, then he had, who rhreugh 
Sn was made perfect, Heb. 2:10, We may indeed tink, 
annort God voring us co heaven with caſe & prolperity ? "Who 
do ubreth but hecan? Butrhis infinite wiſdom thinketh & de. 
creeth the contrary, and we cannot fee 2 reaſon of it , yet 
he hath a moſt juſt reaſon : We never with our eyes ſaw our 
own ſoul, yet we have a ſoul; we ſe many rivers, but we knoy 
not their firſt ſpring & original fountain, yet they have zbegin. 
ging, Mazam, when yearccometothe other fide of the water 
& haveſct down your foot on the shoreof gloxions Eregnity, & 


look back again to the waters & ro your wearifom journey , &- 


Shall ſcein that clear glaſs of endicls glory, nearer to the bottom 
of God's wiſdom; yeshall then be forced to ſay, If God had woe 
ot crwiſe with me then he hath done. Thad never come tothe enjoy- 
vg of thes crux of glory, It is your part now to belecye & ſus 
fer & hope & wait on, for [ proreſtia rhe preſence of that all. dif. 
.ccrning eye, who knoweth, what I write & whar-I think, 
that 1 would not want the ſweer experience of the conſolz. 
tions of God » for all the bitterneſs of afliction: ray, whacha: 
God comerto his children with a rod or a crown, ifhe come him- 
{{1f withit , it is well: Wclcome, welc oine Jeſus, what way 
ſozyer thou come, ifwe can get a fig hr of thee: & ſure I am, its 
berrerto beiick, providing Chriſt cametothe bed-fide & draw 
the curtains & ſay,Corrnge, 1am zay ſalvario,the to enjoy health 
be;ng luſtic & ſtrons, & never tobe vitired of God. worrby 65 


ge arLady, in the ſtrength of Chriſt, fight & overcome: Ye 


arc now youralone , but ye may havetor the ſecking, three al- 
Waves 
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| (439) | 
wayes in your company, the Exch<c, Son, & Holy Svirit: krraſt 
they acenearyo1. Yeare now deprivel ofthe comfort ofalive= 


ly Miailtery, fo was Iſrael in th:ir cavtivity, yet hear God's pro» 


miſetochen, Ex2k,11:16. apy ſay, The: ſuth the Lord 
60d, Althangh I have caft chem far off 4+mnong the h:at e359 lt 0498 
[have ſcattered them amm7th: corntreys, yet will - be ta them as 
alirtie S42t:5 4r y an #932 countreys were they $441 com: Beholda 


 $a1ctu ry, for a Sanctuary, God hinſeitia th:plice & roon of 


th: T-mple of /erzaſzex: Irrutin Gol, carving this Temple 


about wich you, yeshall (ce cb ths berry 11 his houſe. We 


arein Jceat F-ars of 1 grear 3 farulltcial coco ae upon the Kick 
of 554; For thite who would build ch:ichoaſes & n:\ts upon 


| theazhes of mourninz tersſalem, have diawn our King upon 


hard & {anger>us conclulions againſtſuch as are tzrmed Prize v5, 
for the rooting of chem our. Our Prelars | che Lord rakerhe 
keyes of his h5:a(e from theſe baſtard-porters} aſſure us, thar for 
ſuchas will not confoc n, thereis nor'ing but L-npriſonmznt & 
Deprivation:: The Spoaſe of Jeſus will ever bein the firs , bus 
Itrut in my God, che £hall not conſ1m:,- becauſe of che gool- 
will of him whodwelleth in the bu .h, for h: dwelleth init with 
ooo will;\::A'!lfort of crying fins withour coatrolnent abound 
nour Ld the glory ofthe Lord is departing from Iſrael; 
&the Lord is looking back over his shoulder , ro ſeeif any will 
hay, Lord 2arry, 8& no man requeſt=th him to ſtay. Corrupt & 
falſe do cine is openly preach:d by thz Idol-;hepherds of the 
Land. For myſelf, | hrvedaily grief; rhcouzh the diſo>2dience 
uato, & contempt ofthe word of Gol. I wa; ſam non:d before 
the H:2h Cre by a profligate perſon in this Pacih, con= 
viited o: inceſt: inthe buiineſs My Alexn der Coll | for re 
pct royourLa:Jwas my great frien{,&wrote a mot kinde letter 
tom2: The Lord give him mercyinrhadry, Upoantheday 
o:my compearance , the (ex & winls refuſedto givepaſage ro 
the Bishop of $7 A2drews.l intceart you La:thinkUr £!2x4ander 
Colvill with two lines of 1]etter. My wiſe nov after 1012 diſeaſe” 
&rormen:,for the ſpice ofa vear & moneth,is departed his life: 
the Lard hath don+>1t, bleſſed be his name. Thaveb-endiſcrfed 
of a fever rertian-farthe ſpace of thirteen weeks, & am ye inthar 
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lickneſs, forthat I preach bur once on the ſabbath with Oreat 
difficulty: Iamnot able either to vilite or examine the Cone 
gregation, TheLord Jeſus be with your ſpiit, | 


Anwoth. 26, June. ' Your La: atall obed;- 
1630. , - | ence, 5.R. 
Eh | 


To my Lady 
KENMU R E- 


M 4 D A M. ( 9.) 


Aving ſaluted youin the Lord Jeſus, I thought it my duty, 
having the occation ofthis beazer,ro witeagain unto your 

La: thouth{ have nonew purpoſe but what 1 wrote of be= 
fore: Yct yc cannot betoocften awaknedtogo forward towards 
ycurc:ty, finceyour way is long, and flor any thing ye knoy] 
out day is short ; & your Lord requiteth of you as ve adyance 
in years, & fteal forward inſeniibly rowards ercrnity , that 
cur f:1rh may grow ard 1ipen for theLords harveſt,for the grea 
necdany' man giv<th a ſcafon tg bis f;uits that theftinzy cometo 
12tutitic, & having gottcn their fil of the rice, they may then 
be shakcn. & gathered in ſorhi« ufe ; whereas the wickedrot: 
upon the tree, 8 their brarch hall not bz green. Fob. 15. 32, 
33. He ball snthe off bis rnripe grapes as the wine, ard. 
Shall. c:ft off iis fiowr as the ouue* It is God's mwicy 
to you, 4 adam, that Lcgivich yev your hill , cvon tc loatt» 
z0g , of tht, bitter world, thit ye may willingly lcaveit, & 
like a full ard fatiſhed banqutrrer , Jong for the d:awing of the 
table: ard 3t Jaſt havirg rrampicd uncer your fect , all the 
700 n picaſure that arc urder: un & Moor; and havir g rejoyced 
as though ye rijoycd not, and having buught as thoughye 
poſi fl dnor, 1Co1.7.30. Ye may hke an ojd crazie $hip, 
2r11veat vour Loid's harbour, & be made welcome, as one of 
theſc who have ever had one foor looſe from this earth , longing 
fo: that place where your ſoul shall feaſt &banquer ſor eyer& evty 
L 18 


no p_ ca. Oo © 


reat 
ONes 


ſoul] then hath your Lord giycn you earneſt : 


' band and touched the lepers filthy Skin, & cameevermare nio 


441.) 


( = 
upon gloriougſight of the incomprehenſible Trinity, & where 


ye Shall ſee the fair face of the man Chiiſt;cven the beaurifull face 
that was once fo; your cauſe more marred then any of the viſages 

ofthe ſons of mev, 1fa: 52, 14. And wasall covered with ſpit- 
ting & blood : Becontent to wade through the waters betwixt 

you & glory with Him, holding his hand faſt, for he knoweth 

all the Gordat Howbeit ye may ve duckt,yct ye cannot drewn, 
being in bis company: & ye way all the way to glory,ſce the way 

bedewed with his blood who 1s the fore-runner: be not afraid 
therefore, when ye come even ro the black & ſwelling river of 
death, to put in your foot & wade afrer him ; the current how 

ſtrong loever cannot carryyou downthe water toHell,theSon of 
God,l:1s death& reſurrection are ſtepping-ſtenes & a ftay to you : 

{rdown your feet by faith upon thet? ſtones, & goe throughas 
on.dry land:It ye knew what he is preparing for you would be 
tooglad ; hewill nor [| it may be }giveyou afull=draughtr ,till 
ye come.up to the well-head, and ariuk , yea drink abundantly 
of the pure river of the warer of Life , that proceaderh our from 

the Throne of God and from the Lamb, Rev. 22, n. Madam, 

tircnot, weaty not, Idarefinde you theSon of God caution 

when yeare got up thither,and have caiten your eyes to view the 
_ city@1d the fair & never-witherivg tree of Life, that 
beareth twelve manner of fruits every moneth, yeshall them 
ſry . four and twenty hours abode in that placeis warth three+ 
ſcore& ten years ſorrow upon carth. If ye can bur fay, yelong 
earneſtly ro be carricd up thirher [as I hope you cannot for shame 
deny him the honour of having wrought that defirein your 

4 And 3 Madams 

docye belecye that our Lord will loſe his earneſt , & rue of the 
bargain , &chancehbis minde, asif hewerea man that can lyc, 
Or ; i fon of man thir can repent * Nay , he is unchangeable, 
& theſamerhis year that he was the former year: And his Son 
Jeſus, who upon earth ear & drank with publicans & ſinners, 
& (pake&: conferred with whores & hatlors, & put up his hol 
finners; evennow in olory, is yathatſameLord: His ho- 

nour & his great court inLeayen hath nor made him forget his 
poor 
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442) 
oor friends on earth: In him, honors change not mind 
a=rsz andhe dozti yet dztiice your company: Takz him 
for rhe old: Chriſt, a1d claim ſtill kinin:ls ro him, and (ay, 
Q\ it18 fo , Heis nat c<htrzd , bit I am changed - Nay, ie 
is a part of his uachangeable love, and an article of :he 
new covenant to kzep you that ye cannot diſpo1 him, nor 
felt him: He hath not played fa.t and looſe with us in 
the Covenant of Grace, ſo, that we may run fron im 
at, our pleaſure; His love hath mide th: bargain ſurer 
then ſo; for Jeſus, as the cautioner is bound for us, 
Heb, 7, 22, And it cannot ftand wich his honour ro 
dic in the burrows [a5 w2 uſe to ſiv] and loſe theſe 
whom he mut rendec aguin ro the ficher , when he chall 
give up the Kingdom to him : Confzar and fay” Amma 
zo the promiſes, and v2 have feal:d Thar Gol is tru and 


Chriſt is yours: This is an cafie markzt : Ye bu 


look: on with fairh; for Chriſt ſuffered all ani paid 
all. Madzm, facing I be ted.out, ro your La: I mutt 
ſtop here, detiring alwayzs to hear thar your £4: is will, 
aud that ve have ſtill your face up the muntain. - P-1y 
focus, Madam, and for Zioa whereof ye arcapart: We 
expXxt- a' trial: God's wizat in this lanÞ m'i{t ge 
through Satan's fieve , bur rhzir faith $hall nor fiil. 1 
an ſtill wroſtiing in our Lord's work, and hiye been tried? 
and tempted wich brethren who los awry to th: Goſpel, 
Now he that 15 avlero kezp you untill chat Jav, proſery2your 
foul , body & ſpirit, & preſent you before his face with his o vg 
Bride, ſpotleſs & blanal:(s. 


Anwoth. Novy. 26. Yor La: #1 b- c1:2924n1ed 
I631. alwtves i the Lord 
Jeſus, S R. 
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To my Laay 
KENMURE. 


M 4 D 4 M. (10.) 


Am grieved exceedingly that your Z4: should think, or' 
Eh cauſe to think that ſuch as loye you in God, in this' 
countrey , are forgetful] of you : For my (elf, Madam, I 
ev to your La; all evidences of my high reſpect (in the fighr 
of my Lord, whoſe truth I preach, I am bold to ſay it) for 
kisrich grace inyou: My Conrmunicn put off till the end 
of a long ſom 8&-rainny harveſt & the Prevbyreriall exerciſe 
ſas the barer can inform yourLa:] hindered me to ſee you: And' 
for my pcople*s fake (finding them like hor iron, that coole 
eth being out. of the fire, and chat is pliable ro no work]I 
doe not itir abroad, neither have I Jeft them ar all fince 
your La: was in this countrey , fave at onetime onely, abour 
two years agoe ; yet | dare not ſay bur itis afauit, how- 
beit no defet in my affeftion: and I truſt to make itup 
again, ſoſoon as poſlibly I am able, ro waitupon you. Ma- 


4am, 1 have no new purpoſe to write unto you," but of 


that which I think, nay, which our Lord thinketh needfull, 
that one ching, Marie's good pare , which ye have choſen, 
Luk: 10,42. Madan, all that God hath, both himſelf 
and the creatures, he is dealing and parting amongſt the 
ſons of Adam: There are none ſo poor as that they canſay 
in his face, He harh given them nathmg; Bur thereis ne 
[mall ods betwixt the gifts given to lawtull bairns and'te 
baſtards: Andrthe more greedy ye arein ſuiring , the more 
willing he is to give,delighting ro becalled open. handed :I hope 
your Lz: laboureth to get aſſurance of the ſureſt patrimony, eyen 
God barefelf; ye willfindein pa rs God aimeth in all 
his dealings with his children, to bring them to a high 
$ontonprt , of and deadly feud with the wosld, and to tee 


an 


A Al 4 On 44 4 On 


an high price upon Chriſt, & ro think him one who cannot 
be voughrt for gold, & well-worthy the fighting for: And 
for no other caule, Madam, dorth the Lord withdraw fiom 
you che cuildich royes & the earthly delights that he giveth unto 
oracrs; wut that he may have you wholly rohimſeli: . Think 
tuciiioeof the Lord , as of one who cometh.co woot youin 
marriage, whcnye arc inthe furnace; Helſceketh his anſwer 
of you iv aftlction, to l-eit ye will lay ever ſo 1rake brm:. Ma. 
dan, give him this anſwer pleaſantly , & in your mindedoe nx 
ſecretly grudge nor murinure:; When heis ſtriking youin love, 
bewarctoitii eagain: Thar is dangerous, for theſe who ſtrike 
again , Shall g:tthe laſt blow: If I hitnorup»:chergnt 
Kring, it is becauſe T am not acquainted with your-La: prelcat 
condition; Bur I belceve your Las: gocth on foot laughtig& 
putting on a good countenance before-the.workd, & yet - 
carry hcavine(s about with you: Ye doe well, Madamnor to 
make them wirneſses of your grief who cannot be curere af it; 
But be exceeding charitable of your dearLord: As there beſame 
friends worldly of whom ye will not entertain awillthough, 
far morc ought yeto belceve good evermore of y our dear friend, 
that lovely fair perſoa Jeſus Chriſt, The thorn is one ofthe 
moſt curſed & angry & crabbed weeds, that the earth yeeldeth, 
& yer our of it ſpringeth the Roſe, one of the ſweeteſt ſmelled 
flowers & moſt deltyhttull ro the eye,thart the earth hath: Your 
Lordshall make joy & glad:reſs our of your afflictions, for all hi 
roſes havea fragrant ſinell: wait for the time when his own holy 
hand shall hold them toyour noſe, & if ye would have preſent 
comfort under thecroſs, be much in prayer, for at thattime 
your faith kifl.ch Chriſt & he kiſſ:th the ſoul, & O if-the 
Þreath of his holy mouth beſweer ! I dare be caution, outof 
ſome {m1ll experience, that ye hall not be beguiled; for the 
world | yea, nota few number of God'« children ] know not 
well whar that 1s, which they call a Godhead : Bur Madam, 
come near to the Godhead & look down to the bottom of the 
well, there 13 much in him, & ſweet were that death ro drown in 
fach-a well: Your gricf raketh liberty ro work upon you 
minde , *when yeare not bulicd in the medication ofthe cyct- 
delighting 


(445-) | 
delighting 8& all-blefſed Godhead. If ye would lay the price 
yegive out | which 1s Bur fome few years pain & tiouble] be= 
fide the coinwodities ye are to receive, ye would ce they are 
nto | not worthy to be laid in the ballanc= together ; bur it is 
ink Þ Naturethat mak«<th you look what ye givcourt, &weak= 
Un neſs of Faith thar hind.retli'you ro ſec whar ye $hall rake in. 
wet | Amend your hope & friſt your faithfull Lora a while, he makerh 
la. himſcl: yourdebter inthe ntw Covenart, he 1s honeſt, take his 
ax | word, Nainm. 1.9. Aﬀiiction thai not ſpri- g up the ſecend 


ve, | gime.Rev.2hs.7 Ferhatoverometh chall inherit all things, Of 


ike F all thing: then which ye want 14 thi> lite, Madam, tamable 
"tf to lay nothing , If that be oth. lecved which ye have, Rev.2,7. 
cat | & Rev. 3,5. the overcomer shail be cioti.ed 1n write rarment , &C, 
& | &ye:: :$, 1-67:2 0vercomr / will ;:8ve ro ſat nit; me 1 | throne 
ye | #2 1ouercame G5 am ſer down wath my fatiur mhys throne. Contid- 
to f| tr, Madan, if ye arc not high up now , & far ben inthe pas 
it: } Jace of our Lord, when ye are upon athronein white raiment 
me f at lovely Chriſt's elbow. O th ice fools are we > wholike new 
it, | born Princes weeping in the cradle, know not that there is @ 
@, { Kingdom bcforethem ! Then ler our Lord's fect hand ſquare 
be | usand hammerus, & ſtri'ze off-the knots of pride, ſelf-love , 
h, | & world- worship & infidclity , that he nay make us ſtones 2nd 
ed I pillarsin his father's houſe. Rev. 3, 12, Madam, whatthink 
ur } yeto take binding with the fair corner-ſtone /eſas? The Lord 
us | giveyou wiſdom to belecye & hope, your day is coming 5 b 
ly { hopets beawitnels of your joy, as I havebcen akearer & be= 
xz { kolderof your grief, Think ye much to follow the heir cf the 
ne } crown, who had experienee of forrews & was acquatnred withy 


ic } grief, 1/2 53. It werepridetoaime to be above the King's font: 


f | kis morethen we deſerve that we arc equals in glory , 1n& 
| manner, Now commending you-tothe deareſt grace & mercy 
X of God o g reſt, 


Anwoth. Jan. 4. Your La: at all obedgence cw 
I632. Cirift, S.R. 


(4465) 
To my Lady 
KENMURE. 


- N44 Xs (11) | 
S; Nderſtanding, a little after the writing of my laſtletter, of 
the going otthis bearer, -I would not omut the Oppor- 

picy of remembring your La: ſtill harping upon thar ſtring, 
which in our whole biE-cie is never t00 = Ja rouched upon, 
| mor is Our leflon well enough learned , rhar there is a neceſſity of 


advancing inthe way ro the Kingdom of God, of the contempt 


ef the world , ofdenying our ſelf & bea ring of our Lord”: croſs, 
\ Which is no leſs needfull for ns then daily food: & among many 
marks that we arc on this journey & under ſail toward heaven, 
this is one, when the love of God ſofillerh on. hearts , that we 
forget to loye & caretoo much for rhe having or wanting of 0+ 
ther things, as one extreme heat burneth out another. By this, 
Madam, ye know ye have betrorked your ſoul in marriage ts 
Chriſt, when yedoe make but ſmall reckoning of all other luiters 
dr wooers, & when ye can [ baviog little in hand , but muchin 
hope] live asa young heir,during the time of his non-age & Mi- 
nority, being content to be as hardly handled & under as preciſe 
a reckoning,as ſervants, becauſe his hope is upon the inheritance; 
For this cauſe God's bairns zake well warb [;o:l rg of tier gords; 
Heb. 10.34. knowing inthemſelves that they have imhedven 4 bet: 
zer,C9 an enduring ſubſtance. Thar day that the earth & the works 
therein shall be burnr with fire, 2 Per.3.10. your hidderrhope& 
your hidden life shall appear: & thcrefore fince ye have not nov 
many years to yourendleſ; eternity, &know not how ſoon theskie 
above yourhead will rive, & the Sonof man will beſeenin the 
clouds of heaven, what better & wiſer courſe can ye takerthen 
t0 think that your onefoor is here & your other foot 1n the life wo 
come, &ro leave off loving , deſiring ,, or grieving forthe 

wants that shall be made up when your Lord & ye shall meet, & 
when ye shall giycin your bill ,thart day, of all your wants here! 
If your loſſes benot made up,ye haveplacero challenge the Al- 
mighty, but itshall not beſo, Tes4l rem repmjce with joy wn- 


foraks 


' 


things , ovely kktthetin:e of beſtowing tkew, Te in his own car« 
ying : It1s nct for us to fer an hewn =c laſs 10 the creator oftime, 


lirpcebe & we Eifer onely inihcrtune of payment: Since he hath 


prowiled payicept & webeleryc jt, it is no great matter, we wit? 
uttl:at in his own will, as the frark buyer who cometh nearto 
what the (cllcr lecketh , ulcth ar Jaſt to refer the difference to his 
will & ic cutteth off the courſe of n:utuall prigging.Madam,doe 
rotprigee wi:h your frayk-heartcd & g1actous Lordabcut the 
time ot the ſuifilliu.g of your joyes, it will be, God hath faidie, 
bide his barveft, wart on upon his Whitſor day : His day 1s better 
then your Gay , he puttcth vor the hook in the corn till ic be ripe 
& full-e.red ; The c1eat Argel of the covenant bear you con 
= ti] che trumpet shall tound & the voice of the — 
awakcnthedead, Yesball fince it your onely happineſs under 
vhatever thing diſtmbeth & c1cflcth the peace of your mindeim 
this life, to love rothir'g tori jelf, Eur onely God for bimlelt: 
Itis the crcoked love of ſemelarlors, that they Jovebracelers, 
ear-Hing's, & rings better then the lover thar ſenderh them;: God 
vill not be ſo loyd, for that were to bebave as harlots& not 2s 
thechaſicEpouſe,toabate fiom our love whe thele things aze pul- 
kd away : Cur.loveto him should begin on earth as ir $hall beim 
heaven,for the Bride takcth r ot by athouſandd: grees fo muck 
delight in her weeding gorment, as she docth 1n her Eridee 
erecm; ſo we in the hife to come , howbeir clothed with: 
gloty as with a robe, thall nct be ſo much aff.&ed with 
the eloty that gocth about us,as with theFridegroom's 
jovfuil face &preſence. Madamit ye can win tothi hae cheld 
s won; & your mir.de, for anything ye want or for any rhing 
your Lord can tale frcm you, shall toon be calmed & quieteds. 
Get him: ſc}fas a pawn & keep him , till your dear Lord come & 
looſe the pawne, & rue vpon you & give you all again,that he 
took from you, ev: natht oi fand talents for o! e por y; Its not 
ill ro lend God willirgly . who otherwiſe toth will & may take 
from you agairſt ycur will: It 1: gcodto play the ſurer with 
him, & takein, inſtead of ten of the kundted , an R— 
OT TCA , 


OE > 2 
freckabl! CE fell of glory, E5 5447 juy hall none take from you, t#þ, 


16,22. it 1s cer-ough that the Lord hath pronuſed y ou great 


448. 
often, an hundredof one. \ vyr 3. , fearing to betedioust 

au, I break off here, coimmending you [| as I rruſt to doe, 
while live] your perſon, wayes, burdens & al: tht concern. 
eth you, to that Almighty who is able to beac you & your 
burdens: I ſtill remember you to him who will cauſe you one 
day to laugh. I cxpeCt that whatever y-candoz2 by worder 
decd, for the Lord's frizadleſs Zion, ye will doc it : She 
your mother , forget her nM, for the Lord intenderh ro melt 
& try this land, & iti; high time we were all upon our feer, & 
falling about to try what claim we haveto Chriſt: Ir is like the 
the Bridegroom will betaken from us 8 then we shall mourn: 
Dear leſus, remove nt, eiſe take ns with thee! Grace, ocace 
be with you wr ever. 


Anwoth, 14. Jan. Your La: at ll dntifull obe. 
I632. arence, >. R. 


_—_—— 
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To my Lady 
KENMURE. 


M 4D 4 M. (12) 


JE La: willnot | I know ] weary nor offend , though! 
trouble you with many letters ; the memory of what 
obligationsI am under to your Lz: is thecauſe of ir. lam 
poſſibly impertinent ta what I write, becauſe of my ignorance 
of your preſent eſtate; Burt for all that is ſaid , I have lcarnd 
of M: W.D. that ye have nor chariged upon, nor wearicd of 
your ſ[weer Maſter , Chr:ſ#, & his {ervice ; neither were it your 
part tochange upon him, whoreftech 5 his love. Yearc among 
honourable company & fuch as affe&t grandour & court, But, 
Madem, thinking upon your eſtate, I think I ſee an impro- 
vident wooer coming too late to ſeck a Bride, becauſeshes 
eontrated already & promiſed away toanorher,$ ſo the woorr' 
busking & bravery [who cometh t> you as who bat he} is in vain: 
the outward pomp of this buſic wooer, a beguiling world, 1 

noV 


. (449) | 
now cotning in to ſute your ſou! too late, when ye harepromiſ= 
ed away your ſoul.ro Chriſt many vearsagoe: And I know, 
Madam, what anſwer ye may now juſtly make to the lace 
fatcr, even this, Tearero long of commg: my ſoul , the Bride 
# 424) already , CS the contract ith Chrift ſubſcribed ; C9 1can- 
wat c.:12ſe , bit I muft be tone ES fartofull ro im. Honoue 
rable Lady , keep your firſt love, & hold the firit march with 
that ſoul - deſighting lovely Bridegr20m, our ſweet, ſweer. 

clus, fairer then all the children of men, the Roſe of 
S$haroz , & the faireſt & ſweeteſt ſmell:d Roſe in all his fathet's 
aiden, there is nons lite him: I would not exchange one 
File of his lovely face, with Kingdoms. , Madazy, lct others 
take their lallv feckleſs heaven in this life, envy them not, bur ler 
your ſoul, like a tarrowing & miſtcarned childe rake thedorts 
[as we uſe to ſpeak} or caitar ail things & diſdainthem, excepr 
one on:ly , either Chriſt or nothing: your welbelo-ed , 
Jeſus , will be content that ye be here devorely proud & ill 
to pleaſe , as one that contemneth all husbands bur him=- 
ſelf: Either the King's ſon or no husband atall, this is 
humble & worthy ambition: What have ye to doe to dally 
with a whorish & foolish world? Your jealous husband will nor 
be content that ye look by him to another , he will be jealous 
indeed & offend, if ye kifs another bur himſelf, Whar weights 
doe burden you, Mi4am, I know not; bur thinkit great mercy 
that your Lord from your youth hath been hedging in your 
out-ftraying affeftions, that rhey may not goe a whoring from 
himſelf: If ye were his baſtard , he would nor nurtureyou fo: 
Ifye were for the ſlaughter , ye would be fatned : But be con« 
tence, yearchis wheat growing in our Lord's field , Maztyh. 13: 
v.25, 38. Andif wheat,ye muſt goe under our Lord*« thresh- 
Ing inftcument in his barn-1oor & rh-ough his {icye, 4205 9; 
r.9. And through his mill to be bruiſed,as the Prince of your 
ſalvation, Jeſws, was, 1ſz.53: 9. that ye may be found good 
bread in your Lord's houſe. Lord Jeſus , blefs the ſpiritual 
husb:ndry, & feparate you from the chaff rhar dow nor bide 
the wind. Iamperſwaded your glaſs is ſpending it ſelf by litrle 
& little,& if yeknew who is before you, ye would rejoyce in 
Fi your 
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your tribulations: Think yeir a ſmallhonour to ſtand befory 
the throne of God and the Lamb , & to beclothed in white, & 
to be called to the Marriage - ſupper of the Lamb, & to bele 


to the fountain of Iiving waters & to cometo the well - head, ? 
even God himſelf, & get your fill of checlear, cold , ſwer, | 


. R . " G 
refreshing water of life, the King's own well, & to putupyoy 


now linfull hand to thetree of life, & rake down & eat the [weer. | 
eſt apple ig all God's heavenly Paradiſe, Jeſus Chriſt, yourlif, | 
Upyour heart. shout for joy , your Rtng i; | 
Madam, I am in | 


& your Lord? 
coming to fetch youto his f:ther*s houle. 
excceding great heavinels, God thinkir's ir bſt tor my own ſay] 
thi.s co cxciciſe ime , thereby ( it may br) rofir metobehis 
mouth ro others: I fce& hear, at home & abroad, nothing but 
matter of gricf & diſcouragement, whici1 indecd maketh my life 
bittcr; | And [ hopetn God never to gutuimy will in this world, 
& lexpeQt erelong a hery trial upon the Church, for as many 
menalmoſt in Exgland 8& Scoriand , as many falſe friends to 
Ehrift, & as many pulling and drawicg , topull the crownoff 
his holy head , & for fcar that our Beloy:d ſtav amongſt 
us | as if his room were more detirable then himfcit ] meu are 
bidding him gocſeek his lodging. Madam, i: ychaveapart 
in {illy Fricndlets Zeon | as [ kuow ye have] {peak a word on het 
bchalf ro God & man: If ye can doe nothing elſe, (peak for 
Jefus, & ye $hall rhereby bea witncls againſt rhis decitning ape, 
Now from my very foul, laying & leaving you on the Lotd, 
& dctiring a pazt in your prayers [ as my Loid knowerh, [res 


member you] [ deliver over your body , ſpt:ir & all your nece(* - 


firies to the hands of eur Lord , & remains for ever. 


Anwarh. Fear, 13. 
1642, 


Torr [4 112 your f Were Livd 
Iefris & mine, So Re 
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»& To my Lady 

eled | { | 

cad, KENMU RE. 

ect, 

7Our 
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life He cauſe of my not writing to your L: is not my forget- 
on fulneſs of you , bur the want oi the opportunity of a con- 


11 F} yentent bearer, for | am under morethen a limple obligation to 
foul F} bekinde [ in paper, at lea{t} ro your La: I bleſs our Lord through 

| Chriſt, who hath brought you home again ro your countre 
but Y} from that place where ye have (cen with your eyes that res 
lit JF} our Lord's rruth taught you before,rto wit, that worldly glory is 
1d, J] nothing bur a vapour, a shadow, the foam of the water, or 
any I} ſomething leſs & lighter, even nothing, & thatour Lord 
Sto F| hath not without cauſe ſid in his word, 1 Cor.7. 31. The 
off }} countenance or fackion of this world paſſeth away : In which 
git placeour Lord comparerh it to an Image in a looking -glafs , 
are If for it is the looking - glaſs of Adam's ſons: Sotne come 
art I} to the glaſs & fee in ut the picture of Horonr and bur a 
het pilure 1ndeed , for true Honour 1s to be great in thelight of 
for I} God; & others ſee init the shadow of Recl:es, & bur a shadow 
pe, IÞ indeed , for durable Riches ſtand as one of the maids of Wiſdona 
'p upon her left hand, Prov. 3.16. &athird ſort ſecin it the face 
ou ofpainted Pleaſures, & the beholders will nor beleeye bur the 
ſ- Image they ſec in this glaſs isa living man, till the Lord come 
I! & dreak the glaſs in pieces & remove the face, & then, like 

' Pharaoh awakencd, they ſay, 1nd behold it was adream. 1 know 

our L4: thinketh your ſelf little in the common ofthis world , 

'® the favourable aſpect of any of-rheſe three painted faces , 8& 
bleſſed be our Lord thar it is fo,the better for you: Madam , they 
are not worthy to be wooers to ſute in marriageyour ſoul, that 
ſo '| looks toan higher match then to be married upon painted clays 
know therefore, Madsm,the place whither ourLord Jefus cometh 

to wooea Bride, it is even in the furnace: for if yebe oue of Zron's 


| Gaughters(which Fever prbeyons all queſtion, ſince I firſt ba@ 
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occafion to ſee in your Le: ſuch-pregnant evidences of the grace 
of 50d ) the Lord whohath his firc in Za & his furnaccin le- 
ruſalem,. Iſa. 31:9. ispurifying you 1n the furnace* And 
therefore oc content to livein ir, and every day to be adding & 
ſow g-roa palinent to your wedding garment, that ye may be 
at laſt decored & trimmed as a Bride for Chriſt, a Bride of his 
own busking , beautified inthe hidden man of the heart , fore 
getting your Farhei*s huyſe, ſo hall the King greatly ding 
> ps heauty , Pſal. 45; 11. [fyour £4: be not changed ( us! 
ope ye are not) bcleeve ye eſteem your ſelfr.» be ofth<fe whom 
God hath tricd theſe many years & refiacd as filver, But , Ma 
dam, 1 willshew your La: aprivilcdge that others want & ye 
have in this caſe: Such as arein roſferity & are fatted with 
earthly joyes , & encreaſed with children & friends , rhough 
"the Word of God is indeed w-itten to ſuch fer their inſtruction, 
y-ttoyorT whoarein trouble] ſpareme, Mudam,rto lay this 
from who.n the Lord hath taken many childien , & whom hg 
hch exerciſcd orherwiſe ] there are ſome chapters , ſome 
particular promiſes in the Word of God, made, in a moſt ſpecig] 
'mannex , which shouid never have bren yours (o, as they now 
arc , if ye had yourportion in thi: lifeas others: & ti refore, 
all the comiorrs , promites & mercies God offereth ro the 
#Micted , they are as many loye-lertcrs written to you ; take 
th:m to you, Myd:im, &claimyour right & ben.xtrobbd; 
Ir is no ſmall comfort that God hath writtin ſome Sctiptuiests 
you, which he harh not written xo others, ye ſeem rather 19 
this robeenvied then piticd, & yearcindced in' this, like p. ople 
of 1hother world & rhc{ethat are aDove the ordinary 1anK of 
| man<inde, whom ourKing & Lord, our Bridegroom leſze.in his 
Joy.-lctter to his welbeloved Spouſe, hath named betude all the 
reſt, & hath written comforts and hig hearry commerdations, 
Jo the 56 of | ſajh, vers 4,5, Pſal. 147, 2,3, toyou: Read 
theſe & rhelike, & think your God 1s likea fiiend that ſendeth 
2letterto a wholchouſe & family , but ſpeakechin his letter to 
ſome by name that are deareſt to him in the houſe: Yeare 
then, Madam, ofthe deareſt friends of the Bridegroom : It 
fr were dawfull, ] would envic you, that God honoured —_ ſo 
| avove 


above many of his dear children. Therefore, Madame, your 
partis,in this caſc{ſceing God taketh nothing from you, bur thar 
which he is to ſupply with his own preſence] rodefire yourLord 
to know his own room, & take it even upon him to come 
in, in theroom of dead children , Ichovah &7ow thy own place 
(9 1akert rorthee , 18all ye have to ſay; N adam, Ipcilwade 
my ſelf, that this world is ro you an uncouth Innes, & that ye 
are like a travellcr who hath his bundel upon his back & his ſtaff 
in his hand & his feet upon the door =threshold : Goe forward, 
bonourable E5 ele Lady, in the ſtrengrh of your Lord ler the 
world bide ir home & keep the houſe] with your face roward 
him who longerh more for a fight of you, then yecandoe 
for him: ercir be long he will ſceus: I hopetoſee youlaugh 
as cheerfully after-noan, as ye have mourned before-noon : 
The hand of the Lord , the hand of the Lord be with you 
in your journey : What haye ye todoc here? This 1s nor 
your mountain of reſt, ariſe rhen and ſet your foor up the 
mountain , goe up out of the wilderneſs leaning upon the 
choulder of your Beloved, Carr, $,v.5, If ye knew the 
pelcozze that abideth you when ye come home , ye would haſten 
your pace, for yeshall ſee your Lord put up his own holy hand 
to your face & wipe all rears from your cycs, & Itrew, then ye 
chall haye ſomeyjoy of heart. Madam, paper willeth me to 
end before affeftion ; Remember the eſtate of Zo , pray that 
Jeruſalem may be as Zecharis) prophefied , Ch. 12:3, A bur- 
denſom ſtone for all , that whoſoever boweth down to roll rhe 
ſtone our ofthe way, may hurt & break the joynrs oftheir back 
& ftrain their arms & disjoynt their shouider=blades , & pray 
Jehavah that the ſtone may lic ſtill in it's own place & keep bond 
with the corner-ſtone, I hopeit shall beſo , heisa killed Maſ- 
ter-builder who laid it. I would, Mad am9,under great heavineſs be 
refreshed with two lines from your La:pen,which I refer to your 
own wiſdom. Madam,1 would ſ:go. undutitull nor to chew you 
that great ſoliftation is made by the town of readbright forto 


havethe uſe of my poor labours amongſt them: If rhe Lord shall 


call & his people ery , whoam I to refiſt? bur without his ſeen 
calling8& till the flock whom I now overſee, be plantedwith onera 


Fi 4 whom. 
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whem Tgdareintruft Chriſt's ou gold nor filyer nor favonr 
of men , I hope, $hall not looſe me* 1 leave your Ls: pray= 
1ng more carneftly for grace & mercy ra be with you & multi. 
plied upon you here & hereafter, then my pen can exprels. The 
Lord Jeſus be with your ſp:rit. | 
Kirkcydbright. Your La at all obedtence iy 
the Lord, S.R. 


—_—C 


— 
—_—  — ———————— — 


To my Lady 
KENMURE. 
MADAM. (I5.) 


Aving faluted you with grace & mercy from God our 
father & f.om our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ilong both: toice 

you: L4: & tohear how it goeth with you ; I doerem< niber you, 
& preſent you & your nectfſities to him who is able ro keep you 
& preſ.rr you blameleis before bi; face with joy : & my prayzr 
roour Lord is that ye may be ſick of love for him who aicd of 
Jove tor you, -I mean, your Saviour Jcſus: And O ſweet were 
that tickneſs to be ſoul-tick for him ! . And a living death it 
were, to die in the fire of the love of thar ſoul-lover, jeſus! And 
Mizam, ityelove him ye will keep his commardeents, & 
this is nor one of theleaſt, to lay your neck chrertully & wile 
lingly finder the yoke of Jeſus Chriſt : For I t:uſt 1cur 
Ls : did fuſt contraft and bargain with the Son of God 
to follow kim vpon theſe rerms, that by his grace ye should 
endure hardship & (uffer aflition as the ſouldicr of Chriſt: 
They arc. not worthy of Jeſus who will not take a blow 
for their Maſtey*s ſake: - For our glorious peace=maker, when 
he came ro make up the fiiendship terwixt Ged & us, God 
broiſed him & ſt ooke him. the fintull world alſo did bear him 
nd erucific him ; yet hctook buffers of both the partics , and 
.honour to our Lord Jeſus, he would nor leave ghe field for all 
ol rill he had made peace betwixt, the parties. I perſwage 
ly elf, your ſuffcrings are-but like your Saytour's [yea in- 
: COM+ 
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comparably leſs & lighter ] which 7) called bur a braying of Lis 
keel , Ger. 3.15, a wound far fromthe heart: Year life #5 hid 
p1th Ci.riſt 2 God, Cal.3.3. And rhereforeye carnot be robbed of 
it. Cur Lord handlcth us as fathers doetherr young children; they 
layup jewels In a place above the reach of the shoit arm of bairns, 
elſc vatins would put up their hands & take them down & loſe 
ther ſoon: So hath our Lord done with our ſpit itual life , Jeius 
Chuſt 1s the high coff:r in the which our Lotd hath hid our 
lite , we children are not able toreach up our arm fo high as 
totake down thar life & loſe it, it is in our Chriſt's hand; O, 
long, long may J:ſus be Lord-keeper of our lite ! & happy are 
they that can witi the Apoſtle, 2 7 5. 1. lay their foul in pawne 
inthe hand of Jeſus, forhe is able to keep that which is com= 
n.itred in pa" nero him againſt that day, Then, Mada, lo long 
as this life is not hurt, all crther troubles are bur touches in the 
heel: I truſt ye will ſoon be cured. Ye know, Madam, Kings 
have ſome ſcryants in their court that receive not preſent wages 
in their hard , but live upon tkeir hopes: The King of 
Kings alſo hath ſervants in his ccurt that for the preſent ger i1:rle 
or nothing but the heavie croſs of Chiiſt , troubles withour & 
terrours within, bur they live upon hope » when it comcth te 
the parting of the inhetitance, they remain in the houſes 
heirs : It15 bertterto be fo, then to ger preſent payment & a 
ortion in this lite, an inheritance in this world { God fargive 
me that 1 sRould honour it with the name of an ekeritance , it is 
rather a farme-100-7] & thenin the endto be caſten out of Ged*s 
houſe with this word, Te have recerved your conſclat.on , yewill 
g 20 more: Alas! What get they? The rich g!utron's 

cayen: Ohbur cur Lord ,, Lzk, 16, maketh it a fillic hoa= 
ven} F#efared well ſauh our Lord] © delicardy everyday : 
Oh no more ! . Allllie beayen | Truly no more , EXCepr *o 
he was clothed in puiple, & that is all: Iperfwade ny GE, 
Madam , ye have joy when ye think that your Lord lath 
dealt more graciouſly with your ſoul. Ye have gorrtcn little 
in this life; Iris truc irdecd: Ye have then the more ro crave, ' 


= ye have allro crave: For «xcept ſc mc raſiino:« of rhe firſt 


ryits & ſome kiſles of his mcuth v hom your foul loveth, ye 
- Fi 5 get 
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oct no more: But I cannot tell you what 1s to come ; yet! 
may ſpak as our Lord docth of it: The foundation of the city 
is pure gold, clearas cryſtall, rherwelve ports arc ſer with pres 
cious ſtones : If orchaids & rivers commend a foil upon earth, 
there 15 a Paradiſe there , wherein groweth the zvee of lefe that 
bearcth twelve manner of fruits every moneth , which 1s ſeven 
ſcore & four harveſts in the year, & there 1s there, a pure river of 
werey of life proceeding out of the throne of God & of the Lamb, 
& the city hath no need ofthe lizhr of the ſun or moon or of 4 
candle, for the Lord God Almighty the Lamb is the light there. 
of. Madam,beleeve and hope for rhis,till ye ſee & enjoy: Jeſus is 
ſaying in the Goſpel , Come ES ſee ; & he 1s come down in the 
chariot of Truth wherein he rideth through the world to 
conquer mens ſouls, Pſa. 45. 4. & is now inthe word ſaying, 
Who will gee with me? will ye goe ? my Father will maks yu 
welcome E5 gave you howſe- room, for m my Father s houſe are many 
awelling places: Madam, conſent to goc with him, Thus! 
xeſt , commending you to God's deareſt mercy. 


Anwoth. Tours in the Lord 
leſus 3 3, R.. 


——— ——— 


To my Lady 
KENMUR E 


M 4 D A M. ( 16.) 


Am afraid now [as many others are Jthat at the ſirring down 
Þ of our Pacliament,our Lord Jeſus his Spouſe sball be rough! 
handled: Andit muſt beſo, ſince falſe & declining Scorland, 
whom our Lord took off the dunghill & out of hel], 8& made 
2 fair Bride to himſelf , hath broken her faith to her ſweet huſ« 
band, & hathpur on the forchead of a whore; & therefore he 
Faith he will remove: would God we could ſtir up our felves to 
lay hold uponhim , who being highly provoked with the hand- 
Log he hath met with, js ready to depart! Alas, wedoenot 
1ms® 
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jmportune him by prayer & 046.0 , 'toabide amongſtugh 
[f wecould but we p upon iv & in the holy pertinacy 
faith , wreltle wit utu & lay We will not let thee goe, it may be 
that T::en, he who 1s eaſy to be intreated woula yer, notwith= 
ſan{ing of our h12h provocations, condelcend to ſtay & feed 
among the lilies, nil that fair & delicable day bracing the 
sh do-vsfl eaway. Ah! What cauie of mourning is there? 
Whcn our gold is become dim , & the viſage of our Naxarites 
ſoug<times whiter taca ſnow , is now become blacker then a 
coal, & Levy. houſe, once comparavle to fine gold, is now 
changed , & become like velcls in whom he hath nopleaſure. 
Maiaw, thinkupon this, that when our Lord whu hath his 
handxerchi.f to wipe the face of the mourners in Zion, shall 
come to wipeaway all tears fi their eyes, he'may wipe yours jal- 
ſo1:rh- paſting amongſt others, I am conticent, Vi ad.am,that 
our Lo.d vl yet butld a-new houſe rohiwſclt , of our rejec- 
ted and ſcattered ſtones: for our bridegroom canner want a 
wife: Can he live a widow? Navy, he willembrace both 
Us che li.tle young fiſt-r, -& rhe elder lifter Tie church of rhe 
lews , &th.re will yet be a day of it ; & therefore we have 
caulc ro rejoyce, yeato ling& shour for joy, The Church hath 
been unce the world began, ever hanying by a ſmall threed, & 
ailthe hands of hell & of the wicked have been drawing at the 
thcecd, bur God be thanked they on. ly break their arms by 
uiling , but rhe threcd is not broken , for the ſweet fingers:of 
Chriſt our Loid have ſpun and twiſted it: Lord hold the threed 
vhole! Aadam, (tir up your husband to lay hold upon'the 
Cov.nant, & to doe good: What hath he todeec with the 
World 2 lt 15 not his inheritance: Defire him to make him home 
over, & put to his haxd to lay one ſtone or two upon the wall of 
God's houſe beforc he goe hence. I have heard alſo, Madam,that 
your childc is removed : - But to kave or want is beſt as ke pleaſ- 
&th : Whether she be with you or in God's keeping , think 
It all one;roay think it theHetter of the two by far,thar she is with 
him. Itruſt in our Lord rhar there is ſomething laid up and 
kept for you ; for our kinde Lord who hath wounded you, will 
nop be ſocruel as not to allay thepaia of your green yung & 
ere 
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therefore claim Chriſt iiil as your own, & own him as your 


Ore thing. Soreſting 1 rccommend your Ls:your ſoul & ſpirit 


tn pawne< to kim who keepethall his father's pawnes,& will make 


an account otthem faithfully , even to that faireſt among: the 
ſons of men, our ſweet Lord Jeſus, thefaireſt , the ſweeteh, 
the naoft delicious roſe in all his father's oreat field : The fell 
of that roſe perfume your ſoul. 


Anworth. April, r, Your L&: 12 bis ſweeteſt 
1633, Lord leſus, S. R, 


_—_ —_— w_ — 


To my Laay 
— — = _— Wn * 


M 4L4DA4M. (17) 


|| Determined & was defirous alſo to have ſeen your Lx: but be. 
cauſe of a painin myarm [could not: I know ye will nor 
pure it roany unſurable forgerfulneſs of your La: from whom 
at my firſt entry to my calling in this countrey, &fince alſo, I 
received ſuch comfort in my atfliction , as I truſt in God, nee 
verto forget ic, & ghall labour by his oracetorecompent? it 
the onely way poſſiblero me, & that is, by preſenting your 
ſou], perſon, houſe & all your neceſſities, inprayer , to him 
( whoſeI hope yeare, & ) whois able co keep you till that day of 
appearance, & to preſent you before his face with joy. I am 
confident your £4: is going forward in the begun journey to 
your Lord & father's home & Kingdom; howbeit ye want 
not temptations within & without: And whoamong theſaints 
harh ever taken that caſtle without ſtroke of ſword > The chief 
ofthc houſe, ourelder brother owr Lord Jeſus, not being ex- 
cepted , who wonhis own houſe & home ,duerohim by birth, 
with much blood & many blowes. Your Ls: hath the more 
accd to look to your felt, becauſe our Lord hath pg _ 
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lgher then the reſt, and your way to heaven lieth through 
2 more wilde and waſte wilderneſs rhen the way of many of 
your fcllow-travellers,nor onely through rhe mid{ of this wood 
ofthorns The crrmber ſor world, but alſo chrough theſe dangerous 
paths 7 he ate glory of it; The conlideration whereof hath otren 
moyed meto pity your ſoul , & the ſoul of your worthy & noble 
hucband ; And 1t1s moreto you to win heaven , being ship; of 
greater burden, and1n the main ſea, rhen for lictie veficls that 


I xc not ſo much inthe mercy and reverence of the ſtorms, be- 


cauſe they may come quietly to their port by lanching alongſt 
thecoaft: For the which cauſe ye doe much, if in the midſt of 
ſuch a tumulr of bufineſs , & croud of remptarions, ye shall give 
Chriſt jeſus his own court & his own due placein your foul. I 
know & am perſwaded that , that lovely one Jeſus is dearer 
to you then many Kingdoms , and that ye efteem him 
your welbeloved and the fandard=bearer among tenthouſand 
Cant.5,10, Andit b*cometh him full well to take the place 
and the board-head "in yeur foul, before all the world: I 
knew , & ſaw him with you in the furnace of affliction ; for 
there he wooed you to himſ#lf, & choſ: you ro be his, & now | 
he craveth no other hire of you bur yout Love, &rhathe 
get nocaule to be jealous of you: And therefore, Dear £9 
Werchy Lady , .be liketo the fresh river, that Keep:erh it *s own 
fresh taſte inthe ſalr ſca. This world is not worthy of your foul : 
Giveit not a good-day when Chriſt cometh 1n competition with 
It. ' Belike one of another countrey: Home & ſtay not ; for 
the ſun is fallen low, & nigh the tops of the mountains , & 
the chadosare ſtretched our in great length; linger not by the 
Wiy: The world and {in would traia you on & make you 
turnafide : Leave not the way for them, & rhe Lord Jeſus 
bz at the voyage! Madam, many eyes are upon you, & many 
would beglad your L#: Should fpill a Chriſtian, and mar 2 
food profeſſour : Lord Jeſus mar their godleſs defires , & 
eep the conſcience whole without a crack ! If there 
.be a hole in it, fo that ir rake in water art a leck, it 
will with difficulty mend again : It is a dainty delicate 
.Ercature, &arare piece of the workmanship of your maker z 8 
therefore 


(462.} 
therefore deal gently with it , & Cy It intire, that amidf 
this world's glory, your Ls : may learn to entertain Chriſt, 
& what ſocver creature your La: fiadeth not to ſmell of him, i; 
may have no betrer relich ro you then the whire of an egoe, 
Madam, it is a part of the truth of your profe{ſion, todiy 
words in theears of your Noble husvand continuilly, of Err. 
nity , Juigement, Death, H<ll, tieaven, The honourable 
Profejfiion, The fins of his Fatha's. Houte 3 He mult 
reckon with God for his father's debr: Forgetting of 
accounts payeth nor debt: Nay, the intereſt of a forgot. 
ten bond runneth up wich God to interſt upoa interc|: 
Iknow he looketh homeward .& loverh the rcurh; but] 
pity him wich my ſoul, becauſe of his many remprations: Sz. 
ran layeth upo? men a burthen of cares above a load , & makith 
2 pack-horſe of mens ſouls, when they are wholiy ſet upon this 
world: Weow the Devil no ſuch fervice;. It w re wiſdom to 
throw off that load intoa mire, & tocalt all ou: cares over upog 
God. Madam, thipk ye have no childe : Subſcrive a 50nd to 
your Lord, That she shall be his if he take her, & thanks & praiſe 
& glory to his holy name;shall be the intereſt for a yea:*, loanof 
her: Look forcrofles , & while iris fair weather , mend the 
fiils ofthe chip. Now, hoping your La: will pardon my te. 
diouſncts , F recommend your ſoul & perſon to the grace & 

mercy of our ſweet Lord Jcſus, in whom 1 am 


Anwoth, Nov, 15. Torr Lo: at A derifull obe. 
= dence mChnt , >.R. 
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To my Lady 
KENMUR E. 


M 4D 4 M. (:8) 


Aving reccived a letter from ſomeofthe worthicſt of the 
Miniitery tn this Kingdom, the contents wher: of Iam 
eticed to communicate to ſuch proffiaurs in theſe parts as] 
| know 


the 
am 
as [ 
TW 
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know love the beauty of Zion , & are affited to ſee the Lord's 
vineyard troden under foor by the wilde boars out of the wood , 
who lay it waſte; I could not bur alſo d«fireyour Ls: help , 
to joyn with the reſt, detiring you to impart it to 2y Lord 

our husband, & if ye think it needfult, 1 shall writeto his 
L as Mr G. G. $hall advertiſe me. Know therefore that the 
beſt affected of the Mainiſtery have thought 1t conventent & new 
cffary ac ſuch a time as this, rhat all who lovethetruth should 
joyn their prayers together, & cry to God with humiliation & 
faiting : The timcs which are agreed upon, are, rhe wo 
fiſt ſabbaths of Febrwury next, & the lix dayes Inrervecnting be- 
twixt theſe fabbaths, as they may conveniently bc had,& the firſt 
ſabbath of everyQuarter; And the Cauſes,as they are wiitten tO 
mezare theſe. rt. Belides the diſtreſs of the Reformed Churches 
wroad, the many reigning {ins of uncleanneſs, ungodlineſs 
& untightcouſneſs inthis land , the preſent judgements on the 
land, & many mochanging over us , whereof few are ſenhi = 
ble,or yet know the right & true cauſe of them. 2. The la- 
mentable & pirifuil {tare of a glorious Church | inſs chort a 
time, agaiuſt ſo many bands ] in DoRrine, dacraments SC 
Diſcipline , ſo fore perſccurea , in the perſons of faithfull 
Paſtors and profeffors, and the door ef God's houſe kept 
fo ſtrait , by Battard=Pozters, in ſo much, that worthy 
inſtruments, able for the work, are held at the door , the 
Rulers having turned over Religion into Policy , & the M ultt- 
tude ready to receive any Religion that shall be enjoyned by 
Authority, 3, Inour Huwiliation, befides that we are under 
aneceſh:y ofdeprecating God's wrath , & yowirg ro God fin= 
crrely new obedience, the weakneſs , coldnels , filence & 
lukewgrmnels of ſome of the he oftheMinitt-ry,& the deadneſs 
of Profeſlors, who have ſuffered rtherruth both ſecretly to be 
toln away & openly to be plucked from us, would be confeſſed. 
4. Atheifm, Idolarry , proaniry & yanity would be confeſled : 
Our King's heart recommended ro God , & God intrearcd that 
he would ſtir up the Nobles & the Peoplero turn from their evil 
waves, Thus, Madam, hoping that vour La: will joyn. 
vithothers, that ſuch 2 work b2 not lighted at ſuch a neceſla- 


ry 
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ry time , when our Kirk isat the overturning: I will promik 
to my ſelf your help, as the Lord inſecrecy & prudence hal 
enable you, that your La: may rejoyce with the Lo:d's pcople 
when d-liverance shall come; for trne & ſincere humiliating 
cameal yayes ſpecd with God : And when Authority, King, 
Court & Church-men oppoſe the truth , what other armoy 
have we but prayer & faith? Whereby if we wreſtle with hin, 
there is ground to hope that theſe who would remove the bur. 
denſom tone out of it's place hall but kurt their back, & the 
ſtone shall not be movcd,at leaſt not ren.oved, Zech: 12:3 «Grace, 
erace be with you, from him who hath cailed you to theinherit. 


_ & Jp. 
ance of the ſaiots in light, 


Anwoth. Jan. 23. Your La: at all ſubmiſſive 
1634, obedience in his ſweet Lord 


leſws 6 Sn 
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To my Laay 
KENMURE. 


M 4D 4 M. (19) 


E1 ſubmitſive & dutifull obedience in our Lord Jeſus remem» 
A>ered: I truſt I need not much intreat your La: to lookto 
him who hath ſtricken you at this time, bur my duty in the m:- 
mory of that comfort I found in your La: kindneſs, when was 
no leſs heavy ina caſe notunlike that, ſpeaketh to me , to ſay 
-omethiog now:&[ wishT] could caſe yourL2:ar leaſt with words, 
I am perſwaded your Phyſictan will not flay you, bur purge you: 
& ſceing he calleth himſelf the Chirurgiaa who maketh the 
wound & bindeth it up again, [ for ro launce a wound ts not to 
kill, bur curethepatient} Dexr. 32.30. 1 Sam. 2:6, 105 6: 
v.18. Hoſ. 5.1, Ibelceve,Faith will teach you to kiſs a ſtriking 


Lord , & soacknowledgethe ſoyeraignty of God [ in the death 


_ of2childe] to be above the power ofus mortal men, who may 


pluck up a flower in the bud & not be blamed for it; Ifour dar 
: Lord 
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465 | | 
Lord pluck ip one of his Roſes, and pulldown ſowre & green 
fuir before harveſt, who can clallenge him? For heſenderh 
usto his world as m-n to a market, wherein ſome ſtay man 
hours, &eat & diink, & buy &lell, & paſs through the fair, 
till chey be weary , & ſich are theſe who live long & ger a hearty 
fil of this life: © And others again come ſlipping in ro the mor- 
nivg-market , & doe neither tit oor ſtand , nor buy nor ſell, 
but look about them a little & pais preſently hoine again, and 
theſeare infants & young ones, who end the. shott market tn 
the morning, & get bur ashorr view of the fair! Our Lord,who 
hath numbered man's moneths & ſet him bounds that he cannor 
pale, 7ob. 14. » 5. hath written the length of our market , Gris 
exfier to complain of the decree then rochange ir. I verily be- 
ſe:ve when I writerthis , your Lord hath raughr your Lz:rolay 
your hand on your mouth : But [I Shall be far from deirivg 
your La: or any others to caſt by a croſs , like an old uſcle4 bill 
that is onely for the fire, but rather wou'd with, eachcrofs were 
looked 11 the fee ſeven times , & wereread over & oyer agamn . 
It 1s the Meſſ-nger ofthe Lord, & ſpcakes ſom: thing, & the man 
ofunderſtan4ing will hear the rod & him that hath appoinred ir 2 
Try what is the rſte of the Lord®s cup, ES drink with Gods Uleſſing, 
that ye mty grow thereby. I truit in God, whatever other fpeachir 
utter to your ſoul, this is one word in it, /0b.5.17, Behold, bicſſed 

is the max whom God correcteth : And that it ſaithroyou, Ye afe 

from home wile here , ye are not of thes world , as your Redeemer , 

Chriſt, vas not of this word: There is ſomething keeping for you, 

which is woith the haying: Allrharis here ts condemned to die, 

topaſs away 1iitea ſnow-ball before a ſummer- ſun: & tinceDearh 
took firſt pofletlion of fomerhing'of yours , it hath been & daily 
is creeping nearer & nearer to your {elf howbeir with n6 noiſe of 
ket, Your hnsbandman&Lord hath lopped off ſome branches al- 
ready, the treeir ſelfis to be tranſplanted to rhe high hard a ; in 
agood time be1r , our Lord 1ip2n your La: all tnefe croftes [& 

Indeed when I remember them , they arc heavy & many: prace, 

peace be the end of th?m]are to maie you white & 11p2 fr the 

Lord's harveſt-hook.l have ſeen the Lord werning you f: om the 

breaſts of this wo: 1d: ir was never his mindeir, should be your 

| Go paillmony 
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patrimony , & God bethanked for that , ye look the liker one 
of theheirs : ler the moveavles go, why not? They are not 
yours: faſten your grips upon the heritage ; & our Lord Jeſus 
makethe charters lure, & glveyour La: togrow asa paim-tree 
on God's mount Zrz > howbett shaken with winds , yet 
the root is faſt, Thi. is allI candoe, torccon:mend your caſe 
ro your Loid, who hath you written upon the palms of his hand: 
if I weic able ro doe more, your La: may beleeveme, that 
gladly I would. 1 rtruſtshortly to ſee your La: Now he who 
hath called you, confirm & ttablish your hcart in graceunto the 
day of che liberty of the ſons of God, 


Ardwell, April 29. Your La: at al! ſubmiſſive 
I634, obeatence in his ſweet 


Lord at Sd 


Tomy Lady 
KENMURE. 


My very Noble & worthy Lady. (20) 


© oft as I call ro mindethe cornforts thar I my (elf, apoor 

I friendlefs ſtranger, received from your Ls: here in a 
{t.augepart of the countrey, when my Lord took from mc the 
dclighr of mine eyes, as the word ſpeazeth, Ezek. 24. 16, 
[ which wound 1s not yet fully healcd & cured ] I truſt your 
Lord shall remember rhat & cive you comfort now at fucha 
Lirac as toi, wherein your deareſt Lord hath made you a widow 
that ye may be a free Woman for Chrilt who is now ſuteing for 
mariiage= loyeofyou ; &rherefore fince you licalone in your 
bed , Izt Chrift beas a bundle of myrrhe ro flecp &: lie ail the 


night berwixr your breaſts, Carr. 1, 13. & then your bed 1s . 


better filled then before: And ſecing amoneſtall crofles ſpoken 
of in our Lord's wore,this giveth you aparticular right to make 
God your husband, | which was not ſo yours while your hus- 


band 


end evuns Yawd woc ov Ss. th m_—_ v- by 
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band was alive ] read God's mercy out of this vifitation : And 
Albcic I mult our of ſome experie.ice ſay , the mourning for the 
husb:nd o: your youth DC, by Gowu's own mouth the heavieſt 
,wordly torrow, 168; 1. 8, & though this be the weighriett 
bu.den that ever lay upon your back; Yet ye know, [ when 
the ficldsa e e..;pricd & your hu;ba 'd now all ep in the Lord} 
ifye shall wait upon him who hiderh his face for a while, r2ar ir 
lieth upon God's honour & truth ro fulthefi 14 & robe a hus= 
band co the widow ; 5ee & conltderth=n whar ye have lot 8& 
how httleirts, Therefore, Mazae , ler meintreat you in rhe 
bowel> of Chriſt Jeſus & by the comtorrs of his Spirir & your 
appearance be orc him, let God & wn & Angels now ſc> what 
is10704: The Lord huh prirced che veitil, ir will beknown 
whe:h:r there be init win<or water; lt your Frich & p2rience 
be ſen , that it may be known , your oncly beloved firſt 
and laſt hath been Chrit : Anl therefore now wire your 
whole lov? upon him, he 2lone is a ſuravle object for your 
love aad all the affeCtions of your ſoul: ' God hath dried up 
one channel of your love by rhe removal of your hasband , 
lt now thar (peat run upon Ch:iſt. Your Lord & lover harh 
oraciouſly raken out your husband's name & your nane 
out of the ſummoads that are raiſcd ar the inſtance of theter= 
rible fin - revengiag Judge of re world azainft rhe houſe of 
the Kenmzie: And I dare fay that God's hinmering of you 
from your youth is onely to mate you a fair carve ſtone in the 
hizh upper temple of the new Ieruſalcm : You: Lord never 
thou zir this wo:1d's yala painted glorr agilt worthy of you; 
& theiefore would not batow it on you, becauſchels to Pro 
pine you with a*berrer portioa: Ler the moveablzs 09%, the 
Inh-ritance1s yours: Ye arc a child2 of the houſe & joy is 
laidup for you , it is long 12 com? , bar no: the worſe for 
that. lam now expettin2 tolce, & that wit joy & comtart 
that which [l hopcd of youl {(10c2 I knew VCH:! ly EVR that Ye 
have laid {fuch ftrengri upon ths Holy On: of 1{4-42] that yed-lte 
troubles, &tharyo ir fouls a calti- that inay be he 'g-d bur 
Cannot be taken, What haveyetodoz hr This wo.l4 never 
looked like atiiend upon vo, ve ow it little loye. itlookeq 


- 
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ever ſowre-like upon you: Hiowteir ye shouldfwooe it, it 
will Lot match with you ; & therefore never ſcek warm fire un. 
edcr cold tice: This 1s not a hcld where your happinefs groweth, 
it 1s up avove, wheie, Rev.7.9, there are 4,veat multttrde, 
which ro man can wmomber , of all wations. £9 Kindreds, & yeople, 
& rcgucs rand, 'g before tie throne && tfore rhe Lambclorked with 
wittc robes pdims mile:r hands: What ye could never ger here, 
yeshail hnue there, Ard withall conſider how 1n all theſe trials 
[ & rruly they have becn- many} your Lord hath been looting 
you at the root from pert. hing things , & hunting a'ter you, to 
er:p your foul: Madam for the Son of God's {ake , Ict him 
not miſs his giip, bur ſlay & abide in the love of God, as Izde 
faith, ver:21 Now, Madam, TIhope your La: will rake theſe 
lines in good part , & wherein I have fallen shorr & failed to your 
L: innotevidencing what I was ebliged to your more then 
undcferved love & refpct, I requ-t for a full pardon for it, 
Again, my dear C5 novie Indy, let me beſcech youto }it up 
your head, for the day of your redemption draweth near : And 
remember, that ſtar that $hired in Galloway is now $hining in 
another world, Now 1 pray that God may anſwer his own 
ſtile toyour ſoul, & that he may be to you zhe Cod of all conſe. 
[urtons, Thus Iremain, 


Anwoti. Sept. I4. Your La: 4t ail auitfll obedience 
1634. mieLord, S. R. 


Tomy Lady 
SE EMNAM IHE EF 


M 41D A M. (21 
L ! dutifoll obedience in cur Lord remembered. I know ye 
12 now near one of theſe (trairs in which ye have been be- 
for: Burbcc ule your outward comforts are fewer , I pray 
him wheſe yeare, to ſupply what yewant , an other way: for 
howbeit we cannot win to the botrom of his wiſe Providence 


© . o « = 5 . | 
whorulcthall: yeritisccrtatn, this1s not onely co0d __ 
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the Almighty hath done, bur ir is beſt: & he hath reckoned all 
our ſteps to heaven, & if your Za: werethrough thi: water, 
there are the fewer behinde; &1F this were the laſt, I hope your 


th, Rag | 
le, | £4: hath learned by on-walting to make your acquaintance 
le, with Death , whics bing to the Lord , the woman's ſeed Je 
ith 2s , onely a bloody heel & not a broken head , Gor. 3: 15.can- 
te, not be illro his friends , who ger fr leſs of Dearh chen himfel5 
als Therefore, M24, (ering ye Enow not bur the journey 15 cnd- 
19 ed & yeare cometothe water-tide, in God's wiftoin look all 
- your papers & your counts , & whcther ye be ready 00 receive 
m the Kingdom of heaven as a lite]: childe, in whom theres lirtle 
a haughrinc G & muchhumilitv. I would be far from di{courag- 
fe ing your £-: but ther< 1s an abſolute neceſſity , rhart near cternt= 
ms ty, we look ere weleap , feeing no man winneth back again'to 
_ mend his lap. Iam conhdeor vour £4: rhinketh often opon 
it, it, & that your old guide shall goebcfore vou & rake your hands 
1p His love to you will not grow ſowre nor wear out of dat2, as 
4 | theloveof men, which groweth old & grav haired often before 
in # themſ:lves. Yehaveſo much the morereaſonto Jove a better | 
_ lif-rhen thts, becauſe this world hath been royou a cold fire, 
' with little heat to the body & as little lighr , & much (ſmoke 
ro hurt the eyes: But, Madam, your Lord would have you 
thinking ir bur diy breaſts , full of wind & empty of food, In 
” this late viſitation that hath befallen your Zarve haveſzen God's. 
love & care in ſuch a meaſure, rhar I thought, our Lord brake 
G the sharp pount off the croſs, & made us and your La: ſte 
| Chriſt rake poſtzfion, and i1fe!t.nent upon earth of him 
who is now reig"ing & triumphing with the handred forty & 
four thouſand, who ſtand with the Lambon mount Zion, I 
know, the ſweereſt of ir , 1 birter ro you ; bat your Lord «vill 
not give you painted crofl's; Hepaircthnot all the birterneſs 
© | from thecrols, neith:r taketh he the sharp -dge quite fromir, 
- | then it should be of your wailing & nor ofhis , which shogId 
y have as litt!::reaſon init, as it should have profit for us. Onely, 
xr | Madam, God commandeth vou now to belecye & caſt 1nchor 
«| inthe darkaight , &climbup the mountain : Hewho hath 


h | called you, eſtabliſh you & conkicm you to the end, Ihada 
GS 1 gurs 
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purpole to have viſit:d your La: bur when 1 thougit better ups 
on it,rhetruth ts, [ cannot fce what my company, could profit 
you: & this hath broken oft my purpoſe, & no other thing, 
yknow many honourable friends & worthy prof. flours will ice 
I our La: & that the Son of God is with you, to whoſcluve & 
mercy, from wy ſoul , 1 recommend your L2:& remain 


Anwotn. Nov. 2.3, Your La tall dur:fll oocdh. 
I634, ence inks ſweet Lord le- 


To my Lady 
KENMURE. 


M 4 © &f Af. (22) 


Y humble obedience in the Lord remembered : Know, 

it hath pleaſed the Lo.d tolct melee, by all appearauce, 
niy 1250urs in God's houſe herc areat an end, & Lam! now 
learn ro ſuffer , in the which I am a dull Scholar. B y a ftrange 
Providence , ſome of my papers ancut the coi ;ruprions of thi 
time, ar? cometo our King's hand : I know, by the wile& 
well affected, I hail Le cenfared as not wife nor cl ccumſpett 
enough, but it 15 ors ry , That , thar should be a part of the 
croſs abies who ſuffer for him : Yet I love & pa. don the in. 
ſtr ument, 1 wouid comm rt my he to hun, howbeur by him 
thi; bath befallen me; bur I look higher then to hicm. 1 n:ake 
no queſtion of your La: love & car todoe what ve can or my 
help, &am peiſwidcd that in my adyzrtitii's- our La; will wh 
me well, ieck no othe: thing, but that mv Lord my be ho» 
nourcd by me in giving at:{{.1rony I was wiling to doe him 
more ſervice, bur Cmg he likes no morc of my! labours& 
this land will thruſt m- our, 1 pray for gr2C2to learn tobe ace 
quaint with miſery , 1: | may give fo rough a name to ſich a 
mark ofrheſe who "IV crowned with Chriſt: And how- 
Bit | will potlivly prove a faint-hearted unwiſe man 1y that , yet 
I dare 


LF 


| 71.) 
[darefay, Iintendotherwiſe: And I deſire not'to goe on the 
ke - fide or ſunny - fide of Religion , to put Truth berwixt me 
&aſtorm; myS:viourdidnot ſofor me, who in his ſuff-ring 
took the windy {ide of the hill, No further, but the Son of God 
be with you, 


Anwoth. Dec. 5. Torr La: itn Lord 
I6 34+ /c AS y 3. R. 


To my ]aay 
KENMURE. 


M 4 D 4 M. (23.) 


5 Received your Lz; letter from 1. G. Ithank our Lord, ye 
1 areas weil, atlicaſtas one may be, whois not come home : 
it 5a mercy inthis ſtormy ſea to get a {.cond wind, for none 
of theſaints get a fiſt, bur they muſt rake the winds as the 
Lord of the {eas cauſeth them to blow , & the Inne as the Lord 
& Maſtcr of the Innes hath ordered it : it contentment were 
here, heaycn were not heaven: Who ever ſeek the worldto 
be their bed , shall at betit finde it short & ill made, & a ſtore 
under their fide to hold them waking rather then aſoft pillow to 
flcep upon: Ye ought to bleſs your Lord that it 1s not worſe : 
welivein aſea where mary have ſuffered >hipwriack , and have 
need thar Chriſt fit at the helm of the5hip: wis a mercy to win 
to heaven, though with much hard toil & heavy labour, 
& to take 1t by violence ill & well as it mav be: berrer Foe 
ſwimming & wet through our waters, then drown by the way; 
eſpecially now when Truth ſuffcreth , & great men bid Chriſt 
fic lower & contra& himſclf in leſs bounds, a+ 1t hz rook roo 
much room. Texpe& our new Prelate $hall try my fitring: I 
hang by a threed,, but it i; (if I may {peak fo] of Chriſt's 
ſpinning , there is no quarrel more honeſt or honourable, then 
to ſuffer for truth : but the worſt is, that this Kirk 1s liseto 
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ſink, & all her lovers & friends w_ afar off, none mourn with 
her & none mourn for her. Kut the Lord Jeius will not be pur 
qut of h1: conouclt ſo ſoon in Scerlard ; 1t will b- (een , the 
Kirk & Truth will rife again within three dayes , & Chritt ag41n 
Shaſl ride upon his white hoiſe, howbeir his horſe ſeem now to 
flumble, yer he cannor fall: the ful fs of Chiilt's harveſt jn the 
end ofthe carth is not yet comcin.l ſpeak rotthis becauſ. lweuld 
haveitſfo, begs 4 better grounds then my n nak<d 111g : but 
endllph ofthis ſad ſni>ject. 1 fono tobe fully . Aured of your La: 
welfare & thar your "-M pro! bercth , eſp ctally now in your ſe» 
litary life, when your comforts ourward are few, & when 
Chuiſt hath you for the ve; y uptaking. 1 know, his lovetoyou 

5 till runnin? r Over, & his love hath not fo bad a mMCemOty as to 
forget: vou. & your rd: ar childe, who hath two fathers in heaven, 

the onr the Atcic 57 4azes: Iruitinhis mercy, he hath ſome. 
thing laid up For _ aboye,howcver it way goe with him here, 
I know it 1s long tince your La: ſaw this world turned your 
ſtep— = Yother & did forſake you. Madam, yehayereaſonto take 
itn coo part a lean dinner & ſpare diet 11 ths life, ſccing your 
large ſupper ofthe Lamb*': « preparing will rcconpenſe all. let 
wt oO \ winch was never youPs, but: onely in tghr, not10pre- 

pity: the time of your loap will wear shorter & shorter, & 
777615 meaſured to you by ounce- weights: & then I know, your 
fope Shall bea full car of cotn & not blaſted with wind: it may 
be your jov, thar your a anchor is vp within the vail, & that the 
eround it 15 caſt 1poA , is not fallc but firm. God hath done 
kis part , [ hope ye will no: deny to fish & fetch home all your 
love to himſc1F, & it is but too narrow & $hort for him, if it 
were inore: if ye were before pomiog all your love [ ifir had 
been many ga alons more] in epon your Lord , ifdrops fell by 
In chein-pouring , he forviveth vou : he hath done now all 
that can be done, to win beyond it all, & hath leftlittle ro 
,wooe your love £ om bimfelf;, except oneonely childe: what 
4s hi-purpoſe hercin , ke knowerh ft, who hath taken your 
ſoul in tutouring: Your faith may be boldly charitable of 
Chriſt, that however [ Matrers goe, the worſt chall be 429d tr4- 
weller, & 4 joyfreil 35 ſweet weicome- hone: the back of your win- 
rcr 


% 


| 3 
ter=night is broken: Lookto the Eaſt, theday skicis break- 
ing: think nor thar Chriſt Joſcth time orlingereth unturably, 
O fair, fair, & ſweet morning! We are but hcre as ſca=paſs 
ſengers , if we look right, we are upon our couutrey-coaſt, 
our Redeemer 1s faſt coming to' take this old worww=caten 
world, likean old moth=-aten garment , in his two hands, & 
toroll it up & lay 1t, by bim. T hete arc rhe laſt dayes, & an oath 
is given, Rev. 10. by God him(elf, that 7 ze 5hall be no pmore © 
& when7 7222 it {o1f is old & gray=haired , 1t were good we were 
wav. Thus, Madam, yel.c Iam, as my cuſtom is , tedious 
in my lines: your La: willpardonit, The Lord Jeſus be with 
your IpLIIT. : | t 
Anwotn. January. :8. Your La: at ail obedience 

1636, m Crit, S. Re 
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To my Lady 
KENMURE 


Reght honcurables (24) 


Cannor finde time for writing ſome things 1 intended on 

[c6, I have been ſoraken. up with rhe broils that we are in 
cumbered with in our cailing : for our Prelat will have us either 
toſwallow our light over & digeſt it contraiy to out ſtomacks, 
howb.it we should vomit our conſcience & all,in this rroublefom 
Con:ormity; or then he will try i{ Deprivation can convert u: r@ 
the Cercrmomal faritn.l witte to your L#: 44adam, not as diitruft. 
Ing your aff:ton or willingneſle to help me, as your La; 
Is able by your (elf or others , but ro advertiſe you , that 
I havg by a ſmall thre:d; for our learned Prelat, becauſe 
we cannot {ce with his eyes, ſo far in a mil-ſtone as his 
light doeth , will not follow his Maſter , meck Jeſus , who 
waiteth upon the wearied & $short=breathcd inthe way tO hea- 
ren ; & where all ſcenor alike & ſome are weaker, he cartieth the 
lambs in his boſom , & leaderh gently theſe that are with young, 
But we mult either ſee all rhe evill of Ceremonies ro be but 
Gg 5 as 


| (474) 
as indifferent ftrawes,or faffe: no 1-4 then to be caſten our ofthe 


Lord's inheritance. Madam, if I had time, I would wiit 
moreatlength , but your Z4: will pardon me till a fitter oc. 
cation. Grace be with you and your clulde, and bear you 
company to your beſt home, 


Anwoth. June. 8, Your a: mbis ſweet Lord 
I16;6. leſs, S.R. 


a re ee eee er re Om 
A—_— yon uy 


To EARLESTOWN Elder 


Aach lintaned $5. (25.) 


| Have heard of che minde & mzlice of your adverſaries againt 
you: Ir'slike they willextznd the law they have, in ugh 

& breadth anſweraiz!e to their heat of minde; nut it is a gxex 
part of your glory that the cauſe is not yours, bur your Lord' 
whom yeſzrve, & I doubt notbut Chcit will count it his ho- 
nour to back his weak (ſervant, & it were a chame for him (with 
reverence to his holy Name) that he should ſuffer himſelf tobe 
in the common of ſuch apoor manasye are, & har ye should 
give out for him & not cer in again: Write up your depurl- 


—_— ; 
ments for your Maſter C.r;9, & keep the count what ye gire 


out , whether mwame, credit, goods , or life, & ſuſpend your 
reckoning till nigh the evening, &remember that a poor weak 
ſervant of Chriſt wrote it to you , ye sþall have Chrift, a Ky, 
ca-1t10r for your incomes £5 ail your lefſes + Reckon not fromthe 
fore-noen : Take the word of God for your warrand, and for 
Chriſt's a of cautionry ; howbeit body , life & goods goe for 
Chriſt your Lord, & though ye should loſe the head forhim; 
yet Luk 21.18. Theres, ol n3t onc hasr of your head pertch. wer. 1g, 
mn patience therefore poſſ. ſ& your ſoul : & becauſe ye arethe fic 
man inGa/loway called out & queſtioned for the name of Jeſus, 
his eye hath b-en upon you as upon one whom he hath detigned 
to beamong his witneſſes : Chriſt hath ſaid , lex 1nder Gordm 
thall lead the ring. mwane(ſing a good confe(ſion ; 8& thereforehe 
hath put the garland ofſuffcrivg for himſcIf firſt ups your _ 
thin 


<- 


of the 
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thinkyour ſelfſo much the'more obliged ro him, & fear not; for 
ke layeth his rizht hand on your head: He who was dead & 1s 
alive will plead your cauſe, & willlock attentively upon the pro- 
ce from the beginning totheccd, & the Spirtr of giory $h.il 
reſtupon you. Rev. 2: 10. Fearmnc of, theſe: mngsn hich tlow 
dhalt ſayjer beheld the Devil Shall caft ſome rf vorutnto pri ſ.12 thaf 
emay be zried , © yerhall have trio. urn ten aayes: BY thos 

farthfucli ents the azata, £5 1will gruethee tic crowns )j i;fe: That 
lovely one eſpes, whoaiſo vecamerhe Son of man that he might 
t2:c ſtrokes tor you, waite the croſs-f% ectning & ſoul-ſuppoiting 
ſenſe oftheſe words in your heart: Theſe rumbling u becls £ 
$.oland?s ton dayes tribulation areunder his look who hath ſom 
yea cycs : Takea houſe on ycur head, & ſlip your ſelf by faith 
in under Chriſt's v INgS , ullthe ftorm be over ; And renieme 
ber when they have drunken us down, Jeruſalem itt bea Cup 
of treinÞling & ofp.yiſon, Zech. 12:2, They $hai oc f1in to 
yomit out the faints;for 1udai,v.s. Shallve a hearth of firt 141 
thexf,, T5 rh.y chall dcvear all the people ronnd avout, on ner got 
band © 67 the | fr. Woe toZion's enemies ; thy have the 
worſt 0: it; for we have wrzre for the victory. Sr, ve we: e ne- 
fer honourabletiilnow; this is your glory that Chriſt bath put 
you 1n the roll with hiniſ.1f, and thereft ofthe witncdles, who 
are cone out of vreat tribulation,& have washen thur ;;arments 
& made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Be not c:it cown 
fo: what the rvant; of Antichriſt caſt inyourt'eth, 22.7 Tc are 
th.adto, and favonrcr of tie Puritanes, C leaser to that 16h, Ty 
your conſcience ſay, Als, vere rs mach din CS little done { > :he 
proverb is ] becauſe ye have not done ſo nc}: (:rvicero Chit 
that way 2. ye might & shonld: Take courage fi >n rkar ſame 
temptation; for vour Lord Chriſt lookct!: 1/po#: that very chal- 
lenge as an hungring detire 1n you to have don<morethen ye 
did, & thar fillzth up the blank, & he will accopr of what ye have 
done 1n that kinde, If great men be kinde ro you, [ pray yon o- 
yerlook them; ifthey ſn:4le 0a you , Chriſt vat Borro'« cth thug 
face to (mule throuch them upon his afflicted fervant: know the 
well-head, & for all that, lcarn the way to the well it {elf, 
Thank God that Chrift came ro your houſe in your abſence 8 
| T6 
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eook with him ſome of vour children: He preſumed that muck] 


en your love , tha: ye wauid not oJend ; & howbveit he should 
take the reſt, he cannot come upon your wrong fide : [ qQueltton 
not it they were children of gold, bur ye think them w. ll beſtow. 
ed upon him: Expoand weil two rods onyou, one in your 
hoaſe at home, another on your own perſon abroad: Loye 
thinketh no evil: I've were not Chritt's wheat appointed ro 
be bread tn 1. houfe, he wo:ild ror grind you thus: Bur ke 
the middle line, neither d:{piſe nor faint. Eebr 12.6, Ye ſe 
your father is homely with you : Strokes of a father eyi. 
gence kindneſs & care, take thim ſo: I hope your Lord 
hath manif-'d himſc]f to you and ſuggeſtcd theſe or more 
choice rhoughts about his dealing with you: weare ating our 
weak moyen & credit for you, upat our own conrt ; as we doy 
we pray the King to hear us, & the Son of nian to goe thde for 
fide with you , & handin hand in the fiery oven , &to quicken 
& encourage your unbelceving heart when ye droop & detpond, 
S:r, to the honour of Chriſt be it ſaid, my faith ooeth with my 
p-n now , I am preſently beleeving Chriſt shall bring vou 
out, Truth in Sceelzzd 5hall keep the crown of the cauſey yer: 
the ſaints $hall ſee Relzgroz goe naked at noonday free from 
Sham*& fear of men: Weshall yet divide Sechezz & ride upon 
the high plicesof /acobh. Remember my obliged reſpects & 
loyeto my lady Kenmare & her ſweet childe, 


Anworh. July 6. Yours ever in h;s ſweet 
1636 Lord leſs, S; Ke 
To the Vicounteſs of 
KENMUR E. 
» 4D 4 M. (26) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: I know ye are near 
many comforters & that the promiſed comforter 1s near 
hand alſo: yet becauſe I found your Le: comfortableto my 


{c]f inmy {ad dayes that are not yet over my head, it is my Py 
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(477) 
and more in many reſpects [howbeit I candoelittle, God 
knoweth , in that kinde] ro fpcak to you in your wilderneis-lot, 
Iknow , Dear C5: Noble Lady , this loſs of your dear childe came 
won you , one piice & part of it after another, & that ye was 
looking foric , & tharnow the Almighty hath brought on You 
that which ye feared, & that your Lord gave you lawtull war- 
nag, & I hope for his ſake who brewed & masked this Cup in 
heaven , VC will e Jadly drink, and ſalute & welcome the crols. 
Jam ſure, it is not your Lord's minde rof.ed you with judge= 
ment & wormwood , & to give you waters of gall todiiak, 
Ek, 24.16. Jer. 9.15, I know your cup is ſugared with 
mercy , & that the witheripg of the bloom , the lower , even 
the white & red of wagldly joyes, 1s for no other end , butto 
buy out -t the ground the reverſion of your hcart and love. 
Madam , ſubſcribe the Almzbktic's will, pur your hand tothe 
m, &lktthcorofle of your Lord Jcſu: have your ſubmiſtive 
and rcfolure AMEN. If ye askand try whofe this croſs is ? 
[ dare (ay, it is rortaliycur wn, the Liithalf of iris Chriſt's ; 
then your crof; is no born battard, bur iawfully begotten, Je 
ſpr.ng nt out of the duſt , 1ob. 5.6. if Chriſt & ye be halvers of 
this lufiertiig » & he lay kalf 7zme, what should aile you 2 8 
Iam ſucc, Iam hereright upon theftile of che word of God. 
Pal. 3.10. Thefeilows4p of Chriſt's ſefjermgs, Cel. 1.29. The 
remnant of the affiztons of Chriji. ticv. 11, 28, Thereproach if 
Chnifi, 1c wae but to Shift the comforts of God, roſay, 
Chnijt had never {uch a croſs 2s mine, he had never adead chiide, 
&{orhis 1s not his crofle , neirher can he inthar meaning be 
theowner of this croſs : but I hope, Chriſt when he married 
you, rmaartied you and all the crofies & wo: hearts thar 
follow vou , & the word maketh no exccption, Iſa. 63;9. 1* 
all t' c3r af ictrors be was offiifled ; Then Chriſt bore the firſt 
troke of this c:of , it rebounded off him on upon you, & ye 
ootic artheſecond hand, & ye and heare halversinit; And 
Ishall beleeve for my part, he mindeth to deftill heaven our 
of this loſs and all others the like : for wiſdom deviſed it, and 
ovelaidit on, and Chiiſt owncth it as his own, and putteth 
your shoulWer onely benexzth a piece of it: rake it with joy as 
no 
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no baſtard croſs, but as a $4 of God, well born a? 
ip-nd rhe ceft of your appointed time till your ch angecomein]* 
the work ot b:lceving ; and Ict fich, that never yr made 
Iveto you, ſpeak for God's part of it, ke will 237 , þ: doth ny 
27: the yore 4 fe or awidicfsh, ti:at he ue? 91.26 178 _ {ub.7 11, 
Ic may be, yethins no: many of tae children of God 11 ſuch 
kard caſe as your f1f', bur what wouid ve think of fome who 
would exctange affiictioas & give you to the boot ; bu] 
kaow, yours muit UE Your OwWil alone and Chiitt's rogether, 
J coals 5 ir ſzemed ſtianye ro me , that your Lord « hould have 
d >ne that which ſcemerth to ding out the bottom of your com- 
F5res we orldly ; - bur weſc2 no: to the ground of the Almighris 
{>veraignity, fe goct.: Gy 08 047 Ti" "therd . C5omowr leſt, han 6 
we fee lum nit; We {-e bur pLeCes ME the broken links of the 
ciain of bi, providence, and he coggeth the + heels of his own 
providence that we ſce not. O Ict che firmer work his own 
clay in what frame he pleaſeth ! Shall ary reach the e Alm) 
$navicd:e: Ifhe puriue dry ftubble,who dare fav,w. ar doeft thou! 
do 3ot wonder to ſee the Judge ofthe world weave in one web, 
your mMeIcie:, & the judgements of the houſe of the Kexmure: he 
ca make 032 web of contraries. But my weak advice,with reve. 
ren:e& correttion, werefor you, Dear C9 wort;y Lady, toke 
how tir mortification gocth on, & whar ſcum the Lord's firc 
caſteth out of you, I know ye ſee your knotrtineſs , ſince our 
Lord whyrcth & hewerh 8& & plaineth you, & the glancciag ot 
the furnace is to let vou ſce, what ſcum or refaſe ye m; 1ſt 
wait, & what froath i; in nature , that mult be boilcd our, & 
ran of inthe fire o© yourtrial:, I doenor _ay , heavier afflic- 
115” 's prophetic heavier gutltinefs; a croſs 1s often but a falſ: pro- 
ph-t 1o thts kinle: bur Tam ſure, our Lo:d wout4 have th2tin 


& the biftard metrall in you, removed, leaſt the Loid lay, 


Pe bellowes arc burnt , tie lead ts £92 ſum. d mm tix fre, tit 

0» 24er meiteth in varz. {1,6,29, AndIghilihop:, that grid 
re 1 not fo far fmornheryoar lIizht as nor ro practize his ſone 
ccilary a duty ro concur with him in this bleſſed defign; 1 
would gladly plead for the comforter's put of it, not 
22aialt you , Madan, [for I am ſure Ye are not his 
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party ] bur againſt your grief , which will have it's own 
niolcur incurſions in your foul , & I think it be not in Your 


, power to helpit; Bur I muſtlay , there arc comforts allowed 


yon you , & thereiore want them not: When ye have gotten 
4 running - over {cul with joy now , that joy will never Le 
miſled cur ofthe infiniteOcean ofd light which 1. nur diminis |: 
&d by drive atit, ordiawing out of 1t, It 1:4 Chiiſtian arito 
Comfort 102m fcl fax treLord, to ſay , Iwas witg:d 70 render tack 
gram t.:rs cluiders the gever , & if [ have ha four y:ais Joan of 
him, & Chitft ererniric's potlefiion of hin, the Lord hath 
keepea condition with me. If my Lord would not huiyc lim 
&merotryit Both ta one hour at deaths door threshold LOO 
ther, 1t is his wifdem foto doe, Ian fatisfied, my trytt 1. fuſ- 
ended, not broken off , nor givenup. Madzm, I would 
could divide ſorrow with you for your eaſe; But 1 am bur 2bc- 
bolder, it is eaſie to me ro ſpeak : The God of comfort ſpcak 
toyou, & allure you with his feaſts of love, My removal 
tom my flock is fo heavy to me, that it waketh my life a 


Lord help & hold up fad cl:y. | fear ye tin in drawing 
Mr William Dalgleich from this countrey , wherethe labour- 
rersare few and ihe harveſt great: Madam, defire my Lord 
#gyle to ſeefor proviſion to a Paſtor forthis poor people. Grace 
be wich you. 


Torr La: at all obed;ezre 


Kircudbright, Otob. 1. 
mn Chnift, S.R. 


I639. 


To the perſecuted Church in Ireland. 


ack enoured, revcrend 5 dearly beloved in our Lord, (27) 


Race, mcrev & peace be rob you all: Iknowthere are 
F many in this Nation, micre able thenT, toſpeaktothe 
lufterers for , & witneiics of Jefus Chriit ; yet pardon me to 


{peak 


burden to m.c ; 1 had neyer ſuch a longing for death : The 
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fpeak alittle tro you, who' are cailed in queſtion for the Goſyd 

once committed to you. hope ye are nor tgnorant that if peace 

- was leit to you tn Chri t's Teſtamencr . fo the other half of the 
Teſtament was a legacy of Chriſt's lufferinge.. 70h. 16: 35- 

The ſe things 1 hive ſpoken that tz me ye miget vavepeace, in the 

wirid ye chail ave rrogbic.” Beeiule then.ye are madeaſiignayey 

& hcus to a life-rcnt of Chitit's.Crofs,, think that, fiery trial ng 

ſtcangething: For rhe Lord ,jefus shail deyo loſgr by purg. 

Ing the drofs & tin out of. bis Church tn jrcumd: þis wine. preſs 

15 out {quifing our thedreg, thetcum,the iroath & refuſe of that 

Church. [h.:d once the proof of the ſweet fmell,& th- honeſt & 
honourable peace, of that flandercd thing,the Cro/F.:f our Lord 

Jeſus; Bur rhough [ 4las! ] thar theſe golden, dayes that 

then I had, b:novina Treat Part gone; yet [dare ſay, thatthe 

ifive & outgare of your ſuffcrings, shall be the ,advantage, the 

golden reign & dominion ofthe Goſpel, & the high glory of 
the never-enougzh-praiſcd Prince of the Kings ofthe .earrh,, & 

the changing ofthe braſc ofthe Lord's remple amang you into 
gold & the iron into tilycr & the wood into brals,; your officers 
Shall yet be pcace, & your exactors righteouſneſs, . ſa. 60} 

v.17, 18, Yourold fallen walls shall get anzw name, & the 
gates of your Jeruſalem, hall ger a new itile; they Shall call 
your walls, Salvaricn, & your Cates, Praiſe. I know that 
Depmuty , Prelars, Payiſts, remporizing Lords & proud mocks 
ersot our Lo:d, cructiiers.of Chriſt for his coat , & all your 
encmies , have neither fingers nor inſtruments ofwar to pick 
out one ſtone out of your wall, for.cach ſtone of your wall is 
Selvation. [dare give you ray royal& Princely Maſter's word 

for it, that Jrclazd shali- be a_fair_ Bride. to, Jeſus, & Chriſt 

Shall butld on her a palace of lilyer,  Cg77.8: 9, - Therefyre weep 
not, as if there were no hope ; fear got , pur on ſtreogth,, put 

on your b2aut.iull garments » 14. 52:1. Your foyndation 

Shall b:ſaphires, 7{z. 54: 11,12. Your windoys & gates pree 
cious ſtones. Loos over the water & behold & ſce who 1500 
thedry land waiting for your landing : Your daliverance $ 
concludel, ſubſcribeJ & ſealcd in heayen: Your goods that 
are raken from you for Chriſt & his truth's lake, are _— 
; an 
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& laid in pawns & not taken away: There is much laid up 
for you in hi; ſt ore-houſe, whaſe che earth & the fulneſs there. 
of is; your garm:nrs arc ſpun , & your flecksare feeding inthe 
fields, your bread is laid up for you, your drinkis browen, your 

old & filver isac the bank, & rhe intereſt go:th on & groweth; 
Feet hear that your ta3k-maiſters doerobe & ſpoil you & fine 

ou: your priſons | my breeren] have two keyes, the Depry; 
Prelats & Officers keep but the iron keyes ofthe priſon whercin 
they put you;our he char hath created the (mirh hath other keyes 
inheaven, therefore ye hall not dietn che priſon ; ocher mens 
ploughs ace labouring for your bread, your enemies are ceather- 
ng in your rents. Herthar is «ſing his Bride on this fide of the 
frain Scorlard,, i; beating hec- beyoad the ſea in Irelawd , and 
feeding her with the bread of adverfiry and the warer .of 
afl Etioa , and yerheis rhe ſame Lord ro both. Alas! I fear 
that Scorland be undone and lain with this great mercy of 
Reformation, becauſe rhere is nor here that life of Religion E 
anſwerable to the huge greatneſs of the work that dazleth 
our eyes: For the Lord is rejoycing over us in this land 
as the Bridogtoom rejoyceth over the Brid2, & the Loid hath 
changed the nam? of Scozland , they call us now no more For- 


ſaken nor Deſolaze, bur ouc land 1s called HephJ1ibah & Benl ah, 


Ifa.62:4, forthe Lord delighreth ia us, & this larid is married 
ro himſalf: rhereis now an high way made through our Zrox; 
&ir is called 27e way of halmmeſs, the unclean hall not paſs over 
it, the wayfaring men, though fools, sbali noterrein ir: the, 
wilderneſs doth rejoyce & bloſſom as the roſe: the ranſsnied of 
the Lord arcrerurned back unto 2:9, with ſongs & everlaſting 
joy upon their heads, 1ſa.35. The Canaanite- is put o3t of 
our Lord's houſe, there 15 nor a beaſt lefcro doe hurr [ ar leaſt 
rofeſledly) in all the holy mountain of the Lord : our Lord is 
Ellen to wreſtle with his enzmizs, & hath brought u: out of 
Eyyir: welaverhe ſtrength of an Unicorn, Numb.23: 22. 
The Lord harhi carca up the ſons o' Babel, h<harh broken their 
bones & hith pierced rhem through with his arrows; wetake 
the) captives whoſe captives we were, & we rule over our op- 
preffors , 1/8, 14: 2. Kis not biick norclay nor Babes curſed 
: £7 H Hh tmber 


' wife, our dear Sitter, the Church of the Jews. 
firſt hasband, Chriff , our Lord! 


 &them ! 
ſents roour Lord Jeſus. Pſal. 72: 10. 
the chick{t Iles: , Why then bur we may beleeve tharour 
Kings of this {land shall come in& brig their glory tothe ney 
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timber & ſtones, that is in L. ſecond temple: bur our Princely 
King . eſ#s is building his houſe all palace- work & carved ſtones, 

it is the habitation of the Lord: We doe welcome Ireland and 
England to our Welbeloved ; we invite you, O daughrers of 

Jeruſalem, toceme down ro our Lord's garden and ſeek our 
Weib:loved with us, for his ove will ſuffice both you & ws : 

wedoe ſend love-letters oye; t :eſea, to requeſt you to come& 

to warty on King & to take part of our bed: & we truft our 
Lord 1s fetching a blow upon the Beaſt & the (cailet=colour. 
ed Whore, to.he end he may bring in his ancient widow= 

O what a hea « 

venly hcav<n were1t to ſce them comein by this mean, &ſuck 

th- breaſts of their little Siſter , & renew their old love with their 

They arc booked in God's 
word as a Bride coutracted upon Jeſus: O tor a fight in this, 
flech of mine, of the prophetied marriage between Chriſt & 
The Kings of 7 arshrsh & the Ifles , muſt bring pIc- 
And Brita is oneof 


O 
Jerſalems,wherein Chrift shall dwell in the latter dayes ? Ir 1s our 


part ropray that theKingdoms ofthe earth may becomeChriſt's, 
Now I exhort you inthe Lord Jcſus nor to be diſmaid nor afraid 


| for the two tails of theſe two {moking fire-bands,rhe fifce anger 
. of the Deputy with his Civil Power , and of the baſtard Prelats 


with the Power of the Beaft, for they shall be cur oft: They 
may well cat you and drink you, but. they $hall be forced 


ro vomir you out again alive. If two things were fiimly 


. beleeved , {ufltri; os would have no wetokr : If the fcllowshiy 


| - © 
of Chriſt'- ſaft-1iny, were well known , who would not gladly 
takepart vith Jelusz For Chriſt: & we are halvers 8& joync 


o 


owncirs of one & theſamecroſs: & therefore h: that knew well 


_ whaor {ult-rivgs werezas he citeemed all rkings burlofs for Chriſt 


& did judy, rhe but dung, fodid bealfo judge of tlicm that he 
might :row the Hiowship of his ſuffeiings. Phulep. 3: 10, 
O how frcera lithrisit.ioſceac:ofs,bewixe Chriſt& us,to hear 
our Reacemcl lay at every ttigh & every blow , & every _ of a 

clcey- 


like the flo vers of God*s garden, out 
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plecver , bdlf mine! Sothey dh the ſufferings of Chriſt, | 
{5 the reproach of Chriſt, Col. 2: 24. Heb. 11:26* As when, 
two arepartners & owners ofa ship,the half of rhe gain & half of 
theloſs belongerh to either of the rwo ; ſo Chriſt 1a our ſuffer= 
ings is- half-gainer & half=loſer with us: Yea, the heavieſt, 
cad ofthe black rree of the cco(s lieth on your Lord,it fallerh firſt 
won him, & ir bur reboundeth off him uponyou: The reproaches 
if them tar reproached thee are fallen wpon. me. Pſal. 69: 9. 
Your lufferings are your treaſure, & are greater riches then the 


5 
rexſures of Egypr, Heb, 11;26. And if your croſs come firſt 


I throuoh Chiſt's ſingers ere it cometo you, it recetveth a fair 


luſter from him , It ger tcth araſte & arelish of the King's fpike- 
nard & of heaven's perfume, & the half of thegain , whon 
Chriſt's ship full of gold co:nerth home, hall be yours : It 1s 
anaugmenting of your treaſure to be rich in ſufferings , to be 
in labours abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, 2. Cer. 113 
v7, 23. & to have the ſufferings of Chriſt abounding in you 

2.Cor. 1:5, isapartof heaven's ſtock: Your goodsare-not 
loſt which they have plucked from you, for your 'Lord hath 
them in keeping ; they are but arreſted & ſciſed upon , he shall 
looſe the arreſt : Yeshall be fed with the heritage of Zacobyour 
father, for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, If. 38. 14- 
Till I shall b2in the hall-Aoor of the higheſt palaceand-get a 
a draughr ofglory out of Chriſt's hand above and beyond Time 
and beyoad Death, I will never it's like ſeefairer dayes, then I 
faw under that bleſſed tree of my Lo:d's croſs: His kifles 
then were King's kiſſes , rh:ſe kifſes were ſweet and ſoul-re- 
viviag, one of chem at: that time was worth two and a hal 


h [i I-may ſp2akſo] of Chriſt's week-d1yes kiſſes. O ſweet, 


weer for evermore , to ee a role of heaven growing in as 


il ground a; hell , and to fee Chriſt's love , his em= 


bracements, his dinners and ſuppers. of. joy , peace, faith , 
ooodnel(s, long-ſuff-ring and patience ,. pony and ſpringing 
ot ſuch ſtogy and —_ 


ground as the hatred ofthe Prelarsand the malice of their High 
Commuin & the Antichriſt's bloody hand & heart? Is nor here 
:Ktand wiſdom? is not here heaven indented in hell | if L may ſy 

. | Hk 2 ſo] 
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ſo]likea jeweler withskill in aring withthe enamle of Chriſt's 
crols? | Therubie & riches: of glory that groweth up outof 
this croſs, is beyond telling. . Now the black & hotref 
wrath & moſtticry $8 all=deyouring 1::dignation of the Judpe 
of men & Angels,shall comc upon them thar deny our ſweet Lord }| * 
Jelus & pur their had to that oath of wickedneſs now prefled; I ? 
the Lord's coal atchwix. heart shall burn them up both roorand || * 
branch : the eſtasemoſ great men that have done fo, if thy, Þ| © 


doc notrepent, shall conſume away , & the ravens shaltdwellin t 


their houſes , & their glory hall beshame. O forthe Lords, I ? 

fake, keep faſt by Chriſt , & fear not manthat shall die & wither Þ # 

as the graſs ; the Depzzy's bloom $hall fall , & the Prelovtg hill tl 

caſt thcur flower, & the. Eaſt wind of the Lord, of the Lord | f 

ftrovg -& mighty, shall-blaſt. & break them: thereforefear } £ 

them not, they are bur idols that can neither doc evil nor good, y 

Walk notin the way of theſe people that ſlander the foorſicps of } 

eur royal & princely anointed King 7eſas, now riding upon his bf 

white horſc in Scerland :; let 1elovah be your fear: That decrte 

of 20:5 deliverance, paſltd & ſealed up beforetherhione,'s || ® 

now tripe, &shallbring forth a childe, eycn theruine & fallof F 'Y 

therrelars blackKingdom & the 2z7ichrift?s throne in theſcKing- N 
dom<theLord hath begun & heshall makean end, Whodidever if 

5a the like of this? Before Scorland travelled , she brought lc 
forth , & before her pain came, she was delivered ofa man }| # 
childe. ſa. 66.7.8. And whenallis done, ſuppoſe there were || '® 
no ſweetneſs in our Lord's croſs , yet it is ſweet for his fake, £ 

for that lovely one, 7cſ#s Chriſt , whoſe Crown and: Royal a] 
Supremacy is the queſtion this day in Great Bret4mberwixtfs || ' 

-& out adverſaries; : & who would not+think biot werthyif 'f 
the ſaffcring for? what is burning quick? whats drinking JO 

our own heart=blood'> & whar'i- a draught of melrcd lead-, for # 

T7 


his elory ? leſs then adiink of cold water to a thirſty man; 'if 

the 7igbr price & Cue yalue were put on that worthy ,* worthy F 3 

P:ince eſis. O whocan weigh him ! : Ten thonſ:nd rhous F - 

: rid heavens would not be: one ſcale;, ' cr the h:lfofthe' fealkot I 1Þ! 

' the billance, to'lay himin. O black Angels, in comparifan p 

of him-! O dim & daik & lightleſs Sun, in regard of os h 
" ; all 


4 
' 
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fair Sun of Righteouſneſs ! OEckleb & worthleſs heavenſol 
heavens , when they ſtand belide my worthy & lofry & high & 
excellent Welbclovcd ! © O weak & infirm clay-Kings! O 
fk & feeble mountains ef braſs , & weak crearcd ſtrength, in 
regard. of our mighty & ſtrong Lord of armies! © foolish 
wiſdom of cacn & Angels, when it is Jaid inthe ballance beſide 
that, ſpotleſs ſuoſtantial wiſdom of the Father ! Ifheaven & 
enh.& ten thouſand heavens , even round about theſe heavens 
thor pow are, wereall in one garden of Paradiſe , decked with 


| all the faircſtroſes, lowers & trees that can come forth from the 


ar.of the Almighty himſclf; yer ſer but our one flewer 
thar,groweth out of the.roor Jeſſe , b:fide that orchard of 
leafure ,, one look of him, one yiew, one taſte, one ſmell 


I ofihis ſweet Godhead would infinitely exc-ed & gone bevond 


the ſmell,colour, beauty & lovel.nefs of that Paradiſe, O ro be 
with childe of his love,& to be ſuffocar:[ifthar could beJwith the 
{acl of hisfweerneſs, were a ſweet fill « loyelypain! O worthy, 
yorthy. lovelineſs ! Olck ofthe creatures & moreof thee! O 
open the paſſage of the well of love & glory 'on us, dry pits & 
;withered trees! O thatjewel & flower of heaven! If our Beloved 
werenot miſtaken by us & unknownto us, he would have no 
ſcarcity of wooers & ſuiters,he would make heaven & ea:th both 
kethar they cannor quench his love, for his love is a ſea: Oro be 
athouſand fathoms deep in this fra of love ! He, He Himſelf is 
.morecxcellent then heaven: for Heaven, as it cometh irrothe 
fouls. & ſpicit; of the glorified , is but a creature, & Heis ſoine- 
'thing,,& a orcat amethmg, more then a Creature. Oh what a l:fe 
- were 1t, to fit belidethis well of love , & drink & fing , & fing & 


\frigk,&th-n to havedolires& foul-faculties ſtrerched& exrended 
out. many thouſand fathoms in length & breadth, to rakein ſeas 


.&rivers of love! I carneſily defire to recommend this love 


;toyou, thatthis love niay cauſe you to keep his command- 


ments, & ta keep glean fingers & makeclean feer , that ye may 


 yalk as rheredeemed of the Lord. Wo+, wor be to them that 
put on hi-nzme, & shame rhis love of Chriſt with a loofe & pro- 


phan- li'e: th-ir feet, tongue, & hands & eyes give ashameleſs 


lye te the holy Goſpel which theyprofeſs. I befecch you in 
Hh gs rhe 
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the Lord, keep Chriſt & walk with him, Ict nothis fairneGbef} 


ſportcd & ſtained by godleſs living. Oh whotan finde in thei 
heart to ſin againſt love? AndG ſuchalove as the glorificdin 
heaven shall delight to dive into & drink of for ever , for they 
are eycrmore erinking-in love,&thecup 1s ſtu] at their head, &yet 
withour loathing, for they tl drink & till defite ro dru:ktor 
ever & eyer: 15notthis a lovg liſting ſupper? Nowit any 
of our countrey=pcople profeſiing Chuiſt Jclus, have brought 
themſelves under the itroke & wrath of th: Almighty, by yerld. 
ing to Artichriflin an hait-breadth , but efp. cially by (wear. 
ig & ſubſcribing that blaſphemous Oath (which is the Church 
of frelazd*s black hour of tempration) I would intreat them, by 
the mercies of God at their laſt ſummmonds , to repent & openly 
confeſs before the world, to the glory of the Lord , their de= 
nal of Chriſt: Orotherwiſe, if either man or woman will 
ſtand & abide by that Oath, then inthe name & authoriry of 
the Lord Jeſus, I let them ſee that they forfeir their part of las 
yen, & let them look for no leſs then a back-burden ofthe pure 
unmixed wrath of God & theplague of Apoſtares & deriers of 
our Lord Jeſus, Let not me a ſtranger to you, who never 
ſaw your face in the flech , be thought bold in writing to 
ou: For the hope Ihave ofa gloriaus Church in thar land, 
and the love of Chriſt conſtraineth me. I know , the worthy 
ſervants of Chriſt who once Jaboured among you , ceaſe net 
ro write to you alſo, & I hall defire to be excuſed rhar I doe 
joyn with them. Pray for your Siſter Church in Scozland , & 
ler me entreat you for the aid of your prayers for my ſelf & flock 
& miniſtery , & my fear of a tranſportation from rhis place of 
of the Lord*s vineyard. Now the very God of peace (anctikie 
youthroughout. Grace be with you all. j 


Anwoth. 1639, Terr brother and companion m 
the Kingdom and patience 
of Teſs Christ, S.R. 
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To his reverend & much honoured Brother, 
Dr WILLIAM LIGHTON, 
Chriſt's priſoner in bonds at London. 


Reverend £9 muth homoured priſe: r of hope. (28) 
; Race, mercy, & pzacebetoyou: It was not my part 
whom our Lord hath enlarged , to forget you his pri 


ſoner. , When Iconiider how long your night harh ben, I 
think Chriſt hath a minde roput yourn free gracc*s debt, fo 


much rhe dec per , a> your ſugerme's have been of fo long a 
continuance. But whatif «< hriltt winde you nojo* bur pub- 
like joy. with enlarged & tiiumpiing Zen : 1 think, <r, 

i to share & divide your fong o: joy with 
Zjon., &tohavemyſiical Chili: in Zriramm halfer & compart- 


ner with your enlargement. 1 am ſure, your joy bordering 


& neighbouring. with the joy of Chriſt's Bride, would be fo 
much the ſweeter tar it were publike, I thought , if Chriſt 
had halved my metcics, and delivered his Bride and not me, thar 
his praiſes shculd have been double to whar they are: Bur 
now two rich mercics conjoyned in one have ſtoln from our 
Lord more then half=piaiſcs: Oh that mercy should fo be= 
uileus, and {teal away our counts and acknowledgements ! 
Worti;y Sir, I hope I need not exhort you togoc on, 1n hoping 
for the ſalvation of God : There hath not ben ſo much taken 
from your time ofcaſe & created joycs, as Eternity shall adde 
ro your heaven : Ye know when oneday in heaven hath paved 
ou , yea, & overpayed your blood , bonds, ſorrow & \uf{:r- 
gs , that it would trouble Angels underſtanding to lay the 
count of that ſuperplus of glory, which Ereraity can & will give 
you. O butyour ſand-glaſs of ſufferings & lofſe's, cometh te 
little, when it shall be cornred and compared with theglory 
that bideth you on the other fide of the water ! Ye have no 
leiſure to rejovce &fing here while time gocth about you , & 
where your Plalms will beshort , therefore ye will think Ercr- 
| Hh 4 nity 
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nity & thelong day of heaycn that shall be meaſured with no 
thc: ſun nor hozoloce then the long, life of ihe Ancient of 
daycs,to meaiureyour praiſes,littls enough for you: if your ſpan. 
length of time be cloudy ye cannot but think, your Lord Can no 
mozetake your blood & your bardswithout the in=come &re- 
eompence of free grace.;h: n he would take the ſufferings of Pagl 
& his other dear fc: vants that were well: paid home beyond all 
counting, Rozp. 8: 18. lfthe wifdom.of Chrift hath made yoy 
Autichrift's eyc-{ore & his envy, ye arc to thank God thar ſucha 
piece ofclay as ye are,is made the field of glory-ro work. upotric 
wa: the potter's aim that the clay should praifc him, :& Llopeit 


ſatisficth you that your clay is for his glory. Oh:whacan ſaflc - 


enough forfuchaLerd ! & who can lay out in bavk«nough of 
pain, Shame, loſies, cortures, £: Tccelveln again the, fiegtotereſt 
bf crernall clory? 2 Cor.4:17. O how advantagious bats 
gaining isit with ſuch arich Lora! It your hand & penbad-becg; 
ar [cifure ro gain elory wn paper, 1t bad been but: papei-»gloty? 
bu the bearing ofa publike croſs talorg for the now contip,y 
verted priviledges ofthe crown & ſccpter of free Kirg Jetus; thei 
Princc of the Kings ofthe carth, is elory booked tn heeven. Wer 
ty Es dear frei cr, if ye goe toweigh Jeſos his tweernels 1, 6x5" 
ccll-r.cy, vlow & beauty , &/lay fore-again{;h m Your ounces 
or drams of Suft. ring for him, yes hail be iraitoel two ways, 
T. Itwillbcapain to make the compariſon, the diſproportion 
being by no underſtarding imaginable; nay.if heay<n's Arith- 
merick & Angels were {cr to york, they should neeernumy 
ber the degrees of diflercnce, 2. It +hovld ftraiten you rofindea 
ſcale for the ballance to lay that High & Lofty Cine, - that ovear- 
rranſcendipg Prince of excellency into: Ttyour minde could 
fancy as many created heaycns.35 time hath had mirures, trees 
haveh-d leayes & clouds have had rain drops, fince the firſi ſtone 
ot the creation was lajd,they shoald not make half a ſpate to bear 
& weigh boundlcls cxcellencyirto. And therefore the King 
whoſe marks yeare bearing & whoſe dying ye carty about v ih 
you in your body, 1s out of all c1y & conftideration beyor d & a- 
bove all our thoughts. For my ſclf,l am content to feed upon 
wondcring ſome: mes at the beholding bur ofthe borders&g8kirts 


4 
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of the incomparable glory it is in that exalted Prince: & 1 
think ye could with for more'carsro give him then ye have,fince 
;e hope theſe cars ye now have give him,zhall be paſſages ro take 
inthe mulick of hrs glottous voice, I wobld fain borh beleeve & 
ray for a new Bride of Jaws & Gerriles to our Lord Jeſus,” aftce 
the land of graven 1mages' hall be Jaid waſte; & that our Lord 
Jeſus Is outurtoctnck hunring'& pu ſring the beaſt, & that Eg. 


land & ireland thall be well fweeped chambers for Chriſt and 


hi righteoubnels tocwcllmn for. he hath cpened our-Sravesin 
Scotſfend, & the: ty;o dead & buried witnc hes are 11fen again & are 
gopheſyirg. © that Princes would glory & boaſtrhemſclyes in 
cartying/thet! art of Chriſt's robe rc yal in their axms } Lex m8 
die v thinanchalf-hour after I have ſeen the Son of God his tem- 
plecnlarged,& thr cords of /aw{ilexz?srenr lengthned, tortakeing 
2 more numerous company for a Bride to the Son of Ged. Obif 
the corner.or foundation-ſtbne of that houſe, rhat new houſe, 
werelaid atove my grave f' © whocanaddeto him, whois that 
rear ALL 2Lfhe would create funs & m.cons;0:itw heavens, thous 
ſand thoaſand degrees more pericdt thin rheſerhat pnoware, & 
zeain make nw creation ten thouſand thouſard degiecs in pers 
{ tion bcyond that new creation, & agair. ſtillfor crervity mul 
tiplic new heavens, they should never bea perf refemblagce. 
of that infinite exceJlency, order, weight , meaſure, beauty & 
ſwcernch that ts in him. O how little of h:m doe we ſec} O how 
Shallow arc our ghoughts of him! Ghiflhadp:in forhim, & 
chame & lofles for bim.& n.ore clay & {pitirs for him, & that F 
cculd goe upon ear th withour love , d:fire , hope, becauſe Chrift 
hath takcn away mv love, defire & hope ro heaven with him f I 
know , Werrhy Sir, your ſufferirge for him are yow glory, & 
thereſoreweaty not, his faly:tion is near hand and shalloo 
carry. Pray for mie; his gracebe with you. | 
Tours mm bys fwaes Lori 
leſuy » S R. 
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St Andrewes. Nov. 22, 
1639. 
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TocHr HENRY STUART, his 


Wite, & two Daughters , all Priſoners of 
Chit at Dublin. 


Rev, 2: 10. Fear none of theſe things ,, which ye shall 


ſuffer 4 Fc. 


Truly Honoured & Dearly beloved. (29) 


Race, mercy & pe2ce beto you, from God our farher 

our Lord Jclus Chriſt, Thank ir not ſtrange , beloved 

ex our Lord leſws, that Satan can command keyes of priſons 
& bolts & chains ; this is apiece of the Devil's Princcdom that 
he hath over the world: interprer & underſtand our Lord well 
in this : be not jealous of his love, though he make devils and 
men his under- ſervants to ſcour the ruſt off your faith & purge 

p NT | 

you from your drols. And let me charge you, O preſomers of 
kope, to open your window & to look out by faith, & behold 
heavens poſt , that ſpeedy & ſwift (alvation of God, thartis 
coming to you ; it is a broad river that faith will not look 
ovcr; itis amighty & a broad ſeathat they of a lively hope 
cannot behold the turtheſt bank & other hore thereof: Look 
over the water , your anchor is fixed within the vail , theone 
end of the cableis abour the priſoner of Chriſt , & the other is 
entred within the yail, whither the forerunner is entred for you, 
 Heb.6: 19,20. It can goc ſtraight rhorow the flames of the 
fire of the wrath of men, devils, loſ{:'s, tortures, death, 
and not a threcd of it be either finged or burnt ; men and 
devils have no tecth to bite it in two: Hold faſt till he 
come: Yourcroſs is of thecolour of heaven & Chriſt , & pal- 
mented over with the faith &comforts of theLord's faithfullCo- 
vyenant with Scotland; & that dy & colour will abide the foul 
weather, & ncither be ſtained nor caſt the colour; yea it reflects 
a ſcad like the croſs of Chriſt, wheſe holy hands, many a 
day lifted up to God praving for ſinners, were fettered and 
bound, as if theſe blefled hands had toln & hed — 
| lood: 


—— 
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blood : When your lovely _—_ Jeſus had no better them 
the thick 's doom, it is no wonder thar your proceſs be lawleſs 
ard turncd uplide down ; for he was taken, ferrered , buffetted, 
whipped, ſpirted upon, before he was cor.victed of any fault,or ſen- 
tenced. Oh, ſuchapairof ſuffcrers and witnelics, as high and 
royal Jeſus and a poer piece guilry clay marrowed together un 
der one yoke! C how lovely 15 thecrofs with ſucha ſecond ! 
I belecye that your priſon is erated in Ged?s court, not to keep 

out:11 your hope br: ath our ir's life & laſt: Your croſs is under 
ho to reſtore you again ſafe ro your brethren & liſters 1:Chiilt : 
take heaven and Chriſt's back=bond for a fair back=-door out of 
your ſuffering.' The Saviour is on his journey with falva®. 


s _ : ; . 3; a 
tion and deliverance for mount Zzcr & the (word of the Lord is 


drunvk with blood and mace fat with tatnils, his (word is bath= 
ed in” heaven agaivſt P.bylon , for it is the day of the 
Lord*s vengeance and the year of reconpences for the cem- 
rroverſic of 20: And peiſwade your {clves , the ſtreams of 
the rivers of Babylaz shall be pitch , and the duſt of the 
land © brimſtone and buining pitch, Ifa. 34: 8. And if 


-your deliverance be conjoyned with the deliverance of 
"Zicr, it hall be rwo ſalvations ro ycu. It weregoodtobe 


armed before hand for death or boeily tortures for Chiiſt, and 
to think what a crown of honour it1s, that God hath given you 
preces of living clay to be tortured witucfies for ſaving truth, 
and that ye arcſo happy as to have ſome pints of blood :o give 
out for the crown of that royal Lord, who hath cauſed you ro 
avouch himſelfbefore men. If ye can lend fines of rhreethou. 
ſand pound ſterling for Chriſt, ler heaven's regiſter and Chriſt's 
count-book keep 1n reckoning your depuriments forÞim: Ir 
$hall be cngraven &printed in great letters upon heaven's throne, 
what you are willing to give for him: Chriſt's papers of that 
kinde cannot beloſt or fall by» Doenot wonder to (ceclay boaſt 
the oreat potter, & to ſee blinced men to threaten the Goſpel 
with death & burial & to razc our Truth's name: but where will 
they makea gracefor the Goſpe] & the Loxd's bride ! Farth& 
kell shall be bur little bounds for their burial : lay all the clay & 
rubbish of this inch of the whole carth aboveour Lord's ſpoule, 

yet 
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et it will not cover her nor hold Yo. down ; she shall live & na 
die, sheshall bchold che ſalvation of God, Let your faith fri 
God a little & be not. afr:1d for a {ſmoking fire-brand : thereis 
more ſmoke in Babylon's furnace- then there is fire: till dooms. 
day shall come,they shall never ſee theAzgrk of Seorland& eurCo. 
ycnant burnt to ashes,or if it should bethrown in-thefice , yet it 

£annot be ſo burnt or buried, as not tohave arclurreion:angr 
clay's wind shall shake none of Chriſt's e9rp;he will gather in ll 
his wheat into his barn: onely let your fellowship with Chritt be 
renewed : ye are fibber ro Chriſt now when:you are impriſoned 
for him,then before; for now the ſtroakes laid o0n-you,doe come 
in remembrance b:fore our- Lord ,' & he can .ownehisiows 
wounds: a drink of Chriſt's Jove , which is better then'wing, 
5 the drink-filver which Suffering for his maj'ty leaves behipde 
1t: itisnot your fins which they perſ:cute:in'you.;,but God's 
grace, & loyalty to King Jeſus : rhey ſee notreaſonin yours 
your Prince, the King of Br: , albeit they-ſay-{o, -butit is 
heaven in your that carth is fighting againſt, & Chriſtis own. 
ing his own cauſe :- grace is a party that fire will not barit,, nox 
water drown: when they have caten & drunken you, their 
ſtomack snall be {ick, & they hall ſpue you ouralive. Q 
what glory is 1t to be ſuffering abjes, for the Lord's glory & 
royalty! Nay , though his ſeryants had, a body ro burn. for 
ever, for this Goſpel , ſo being that: eriuraphing.& .cxalted 
mo his high glory did riſe our, of thefeflames & out of that 
burning body, . Oh, . what a ſweet fire!., ..O-what ſoul=refresh- 
ing torment. should- that be | What if. che pickles af duſt & 
= of the burnt & difſolved body , were muſicians rakag his 
praiſes, & the highneſs. of that. never-enough-exalred Prince of 
ages?O what love is it in him, that hewill haveſpch muliciansas 
weare to tune that Plalm of his everlaſting praiſesin heayep! Oh 
what shining & burnipg flames of love are theſe, that;Chriſt will 
divide his share of life, of heaven & glory with you. Lxch, 2-2. 29, 
Toh.17:24.Rev. 3:21.A part of his throne,one draught of his wine 
{his wine ofglory& life,that comes from under thethrone ofGod 
& ofthe Lamb). ane apple of the tree of life will, doe mozerhen 
make up all theexpences & charges of clay, lent au for keav 
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Oh! Oh bur'we haveshort'& narrow & creeping thoughts of 
4 , & docbur-shape Chriſt in our conceptions 2ccording to 
ome crcated-portraiture!' O Angels, lend in your help to make 
loye-books & ſongs of 6ur fair & white & ruddy ftardard-berar- 
er arionefſt tenthouſand ! O heavens! O heaven of heavens! 
Oglorified tennants & triumphing houſe- holders with thel-amby 
put in new- Pſalms & loye-ſonners oftheexcelkncy of our bride= 
room &-help-us to ſer him on high! O indwellers of carth 
& heayen,ſea'& air? & Oallye created brings within the boſom 


ofthe duttmolt circle of this crcat world! O come help ro fer on 
high the praiſes of our Lore!- O fairncls ofcreatures, blusk be- 
fore his uncreared beaury ! O creared tirength , be. amazed ro 
ſtand before your ſtrong Lord of hoſts | O created love, think 
thame ofthy (before this unparalleled love oft heaven! O 
angel-widom, {hidethy ſelf before our Lord whole underſtand- 
ing paſleth- finding -out | © ſun in thy shining beauty , for 
chame-put of-a' web of darkneſs & cover thy ſelf before thy 
brighreſt maſter & maker! O who can adde glory by doing 
or ſuffering, to this never-enough-admired and prailcd loy= 
er! Okwecanbut bring our drop to this fea , and our can- 
dle, dim and dark'as it is, to this clear and lightſom ſun of 
heaven, and earth 1 Oh but we have cauſe to drink tin 
deaths-1n one cup dry, to ſwim rhrough ten ſeas, tobe ar 
thit land of maifer, where we shall ſce that wonder of wonders 
& enjoy this jewel of heavens jewel; Odeath , docthy out- 
moſt againſt us!! O'rorments! O malice of men & devils, waſte 
thy-ſtrenorh'#nthe witneſſes of our Lord's reſtamevr!: O devils, 
bring; hell ro help you in rormenting the followers of rhe-Lamb! 
we willdeficyon tomake us' too ſoon happy , & to waft us top 
ſoon-over the water to theland where the noble plant, replane 
of renown 'groweth.: O cruct Time, that torments us &-ſul- 

nds our deareſt enjoyments that we wait for-, whetiwehall 

barhed & ſtceped, ſoul & body, downin rhe depths ofthis 
love of loves ! O' Time, I fay,-runfaſt! + O:motions, mend 


| Four pace! O Welbeloved, be like-a young Roe upon the 


mountains of Separations! ' Poſt,-poſt; & haſten our. delired & 
hungered-for mecting: love is fick to hear tell of :20,morrow. 
| And 
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And what thzn can come wrong = you, O honourable witneſſes of 
bes Kz -gly erur; ? Men have no more of you to wo:k upon, 
but {o:nc few inches and ſpan-leagths of fick, coughing and 
fizgmarickclay: your ſpirits are aboverheir benches,” courts, 
or High Commiſſizas: your louls, your love to Chriſt, your 
faith, eannor be funmoned nor ſent:nced nor accuſed nor con. 
demazd by Pope, Depatys Prelat , Raier or Tyrant : your 
f1irh1ts a fre: Lord, &caunoc bea captive: allche malice of hell 
& cath, cn but hutithe (ca bard of a bolecver: & death ar the 
worſt can gt bar aclay-pawae in keeping ul your Lord make 
the King's keys & open your graves." Thereioce upon luck's 
head [5 weuſero (ay ] take your fill of his love, and let apoft 
way or 4 cauicy bz laid b{twixt your priſon and hzaven , and 
goe up & vir your tr-aſure: Enjoy your Beloved & dwell 
pon his love, till Eternity come in Time's room & poſlcts you 
of your eternal happiazſs: Keep your loveto Chriit, lay u 
7our faith in heaven's keeping ; & follor the chief ofthe houſe 
efche Martyrs, that witnet[:d a fair confeſſi »n before Portizes Pr- 
Lite; your cauſe and his is all oge. The oppoſers of his cauſe. 
are lize drunken Judges & tranſported, who 1a their cups would 
make ARs & Lawes 1n rh-ir drunken courts, that the Sun should 
not ciſe and 5hine on the earth, and [end rheir Officers & Purſe- 
vants to charg: rhe Sun and Moon to giyeno more light tothe 
world, & would ena&tin their Court-bookes that the Sea after 
once ebving should never law agun : Bur would nor the Sun 
& Moon & Sza bteak theſe As & keeep their Creator's direc 
tions 'The Devil, thegrear fool & father of theſe nnder-fools, 
is older & more malicious then wiſe, rhar ſers the ſpirirs in'carth 
'on work to contend & clash with h:zven'swildom, aud to give 
mand2ts-and law ſummoads to our” Sun, to-our great Star of 
kcaven, Jeſss, nottoshine,' in the beauty of his Goſpel, ro 
th choſen and bought ones, O thou fair and faireſt Sinof: 


righteouſneſs, ariſe and shine in rhy ſtrength , whether cacths 


-and hell willor not ! -O Victorious ! O Royal ! O our Prins 


'£*ly ſoul=conqu:ror, ride -proſperouſly upon -rruch , ſtretch 


att thy Scepter as far as the San shines & the Moon waxerh & 
aineth! Pur on thy gliſtering crown,- O thou makerol 
: Kings! 
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Kings! & make bur one ftride or one ftep of thewhole earth, & 
rravellin the'greatneſs of thy ſtrength, 1ſ2.6z: 1, 2. &let thy ap- 
parel be red & all dycd with the blood ot thy enemies: Thou art 
fallen -righreous hcir by line to the Kingdoms of the world. 
Laughye at the giddy - headed clay pots & ſtout brain-tick 
yorms.that dare {ay in good carneſt;zhjs m247 5hail wor reign over 
ws: as though they Were calting thedice for Chrili's crown,who 
ofthem shall have it. I know , ye belcevethe coming of 
Chrift's Kingdom, and thar their is a hole out of your priſon 


#ther wile I might ſwear that the Crecdis falle, according re 


through which P {ce day=light : let not fuch be dazled with 
the tempration from a dytng Deputy & from a lick Prelar : 
bcleeve under a cloud, & wait for him, when there is no moon- 
light nor ſtar-light: Ler faith live & breath and lay hold on 
the ſure ſalvation of God , when clouds and darkneſs areabont 
you and appearance of rotting inthe priſon, before you : take 
heed of unbeleeving hearts which can-father lies upon Chriſt : 
beware of, Docth bis promiſe fail for evermore? Pſal. 97.8, For 
is was a man and not God that ſaid it , who dreamed thar 
a promiſe of God could fail, fall a-ſwoon or dic; wecan 
make God ſick or his promiſes weak , when we are pleaſed 
to ſeek a plea with Chriſt, O ſweer ! O ſtout word of 
faich , Job. 13.v.15. Thoxgh be ſlay me, yernll 1 traſt im 
bm. O ſweet Epitaph written on & orave-ſtone of a dying 
beleever! To wit, 1 died hoping, &5 my du't C9 aches bem 
leevelife. Faith's eyes , that can tcethorow a mill=ftone, can 
ſethorow a gloom of God , and under it read God's thoughts 


of love and peace: ' ' Hold faſt Chriſt iathe dark : ſurely yeshall 


fee the ſavation of: God. Your adverſari:s are ripe and 


dry for the fire, yer a little while and they shall goe up 
in a flame: the breath of the Lord like a river af brim- 
fone shall kindle about them, 7ſ#. 30: 33. Whar Twritets 
one, I write to you all, rhat are ſound hearted in that Kingdom, 
whom in the bowels of Chriſt, 1 would exhort not to touch thax 
Oath ; albeit the advcrſaries pur a fair mean! ng on it, yetthe 
ſwearer muſt ſwear according to the profeſſed 1arent & godleſs 
praiſe of the oath-breakers, which is known to the world ; 


this 
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” this private mgzaning & ſeal: pur upon ir. Oh let them not be 

22.ul:dro wash perjury and the deaial of Chriſt and the Goſpel 
with ink-water , {ome toulan4 rotrea diſtinftions: Wah and 
wash 29 tn and again the devil & thelye, it shall b= long ere 
their kin bz white, I profels, it should beſeem men of great 
parts,rath<r chan my,to wiite toyoay bar Ilov: your Cruſe, & 
deliresro b2excuſod, and muſt intrear for rhe help of your pray. 
ers 1athis my weighty charg: here forthe Unaivyerlity and Pal, 
pir, &rthar ye would 1intrear your acquaintance alſo ro hep 
me. Gracebz with youall. Amen, A 


St. Andrewes, Tons brother &&5 companion juuke 
1640, | pareence E5. Vngdom of 2 
TJeſmr Chef, S. R. 
For eAMiſlref PONT 
priſoner at Dublin. 
worthy 05 dear Miſtreſs, (39) 


op. mercy & peace be to you: The cauſe ye fuff-r for 
F = your williagacfs ro ſuffer,is ground enough of acquaint- 
ance, for-m2'to write to you; although I do2 coafels my 
&lf unable ro ſpeak fora priſoner of Chriſt's encouragement. | 
know ye have advantage b:yond us, who are not under ſuffer. 
ing: for your {izhing [Pſ2. 102.20.] isa witten bill , for 
che, cars of your Head, rae Lord Jeſus ; & your breathing; 
Eam. 3.51. and your looking up, Pſal.5.3.& 69.3. And 
therefore your mea'iag half ſpoken, halfanſpoxen, will ſeek 
no jaylor's leave, bur will gacro heaven without leave of Prelat 
or Deputy, & b: heartily welcom=: fo that ye may ſigh and 
-—_ or your mind co him was harh all chz keyes of che Kiag's 
rec Kingdoms and do.ninions: I dare belceve your hope hall 
got di2;.your trouble is a part of Ziaz*s buraing , and ye know 
who guides Zw#'s farnince, and who loves the aches of his 
| ara Bride, becauſe his ſervants love them , P27, > 1 
ED 08: Jag 
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[ belceveyour ashes,if ye were — for this cauſe, shall praife 
him: Foxghe wrath ofmen& their maliceshall make a pfalna 
ro praiſe rhe Laid , Pſal..76:.10. .& thereforeſtand ſtill & be- 
hold & fee whayhe Lord isto docfor rhis Iſland; his work ys per- 
fe, Pept. 32:4: the nations hayenor {cen thelaſt end ot his 
wok; bis cadas more fair & more glorious then the b-ginning. 
Yehavemarc honour then yecan beable-to guide well, in that 
your honds;arcanade heavycorſuch as honourable cauſe, The 
ſeals of a; comralled. Goſpel ," 8 the ſcals by bonds & blood & 
{uffcrings, are not committed to every ordinary profefiour. 
Some that would back Chriſt honeſtly in ſummer-time , would 
burfpull zlie beaury of rhe Golpel, if they were put ro ſuffer- 
ing. Andthereforclecr us belceyc,that wiſdom diſpenſcth ro e- 
rery one hereas he thinks good who bears them up rhar bear the 
crof5-: &tinee our Lord hath pur you to that part which was the 
flower of his own ſufferings, weall expect rhar as ye have inthe 
ſtrength of aur Caprain begun, ſoye will 2oe on withour faint- 
ing. Providence maketh uſe of men & devils for the refining 
of all the v<fels of God's houfe , ſmall & great, & fordoing 
of two works at once in you, both for ſmothing of a 
ſtone ro make ir rake bond with Chriſt in /ers{alew's wall , 
& for. witoefling to the glory .of this reproached &born down 
Goſpel, which.cavnor dic though hell were made a grave about 
4t, © It shall be rimous7oy for you to divid2joy berwixt you & 
; Chriſt's laughing Bride,in theſe three Kingdoms:& what if your 
-haurping,coninue ri} myſtical Chriftin Ireland & in Britaim 
-& y: laugh borh together? your laughing & joy were the more 
« bleſſed ,. char-one [un Should.shine upon Chrift , - the Goſpel , 
; & you, laughing altogether, in theſe three Kingdoms. Your 
Jrimes meatured & your dayes & hours of ſuffering from erzr- 
»pity:were-by infinite wiſdom coptidered; If heaven recam- 
Lenſe not-:t0 your own -minde © inches of ſorrow,” then I 
nul. ſay - that infiaite ' mercy -cannor- get you pleaſed: bur 
46. rhe | firſt kiſs" of the' white and ruddy' cheek of the 
. Randard-beavcr and: chict among ten rhouſand | Cazz.5:10] 
Shall .overapay yourpriſon at Dublin in Ireland , then ye chat! 
have no counts unanſwered; ro give into Chriſt: if your fairb 
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cannot fee a nearer term-day ; yet let me charge your hojzeto 
Q1VE Chriſt a new day till crer:ry & 71126 Meet in one point: a 
paycd {umme, ifeyer payed, ispayed, if noday be brokento 
the hungry creditour: take heaven's bond & ſublcribed obliga. 
tion for the ſumme, Joh 14.3. If Hopecantruſt Chriſt, | 
know he can, & wall pay: but when allts done & ſuffered by 
you, ten hundred deaths for lovely , lovely Jeſus, 1s bur eter= 
niti.*s half-penny;- figures & ciphers cannor lay the proportion, 
O but the ſuper=plus of Chriſt's clory is broad & large! Chriſt 
tcwi's of eternal glory are hard & cumberfomrorell, & ifye 
borrow by fairh & hope tcn dayes or ten hundred years from 
that ercrnity of glory that abides you, yearepayed & morein 
your own hand. Therefore, O preſoncy of hope , wait on! 
poling , haſting ſalvation ſleeps not. Antichriſt 1s bleeding 
& inthe way todeath, & he bites ſoreſt when he bleeds fiſtel; 
Kecp vour intelligence betwixt you & heaven, & your coun 
with Chriſt: he hath in heaven the keycs of your priſon , & 
canſet you at liberty when he pleaſcth:; His rich grace ſupport 
you. Ipray you help me with your prayers. Crace be with 
YOu. | 


St Andrews Yorr brother im the patience 5 King- 
1640. aom of 1eſws Ciriſt, S.R. 


— ———— 
——__ 


To Mr JAMES WILSON. 
Dear Frotker (21) 


" Race, mercy & peace be multiplied upon yeu : I bleſs our 
F :ich & onely witc Lord, who careth {o for his new crea- 
tion, that he 1s go1og over it againg: trying every plecein you, 
& blowing away the mores of his new work in you. Alas 1 
am not {o fit a Phyficlanas your diſcale requireth : ſweet, ſweet, 
lovely ſeſus be your Phyiician, where his under-Chirurgians 
cannot docany thing fo: putting in order the wheels, paces, 
| & goings ofa marred foul, Ihayelirtletime; but yer the by 
; FE 
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hath made me ſo concern my {elf in your condition that I dow 
not,[ dare not be altogether ſilent. F7rſt,ye doubr from. 2.Cor.1 3: 
5.whetherye bein Chriſt or not, & ſo whether ye bea reprobate 
or not?I anſwer threethings ro the doubr. x. Ye ow charity to all 
men,but moſt ofall,ro lovely & loving Jeſus,& ſomealſoto your 
ſelf, eſpeciallto your renewed ſelf; becauſe your new ſelf is not 

ours but another Lord's, even the work of his own Spirit : 
thereforeto ſlander his work is to wrong himſelf: Loverthinketh 
noevil; if yelove Grace, think not 111 of Gracein your ſelf; 
and yethink 11] of Grace in your ſelf, when ye make it but 
abattard and a work of nature: for a holy fear that ye benot 

Chris; and withalla care and a defire robe his & not your 
own, isnot, nay cannot be baſtard nature. Thegreat Ad= 
yocate pleaderh hard for you, be uponrhe Advocate's tide, O 
poor feared client of Chriſt ! tay & fide with ſuch a lover, 
who pleadeth for no other man's goods bur his own | forhe, 
if I may ſay ſo, ſcorneth to be enriched with an unjuſt con 
queſt] and yet he pleadeth for you , whereof your letter [though 
too too full of jealouſie] is a proof: for it ye were not his , 
your thoughts, which I hope are bur the ſuggeſtion of his 
Spirit (that onely bringeth the matrer in debate to make ir ſure 
toyou) would not be ſuch nor (o ſerious as theſe , #92 This f or 
whoſe am 1? 2, Dare ye forſwear your owner, and ſay in 
cold blood, 7 ame not bis? what nature or corruption ſaith ar 
ſtarrs1n you , I regard not : your thoughes of yoar (elf, when 
fin and guilrineſs round you in the car, and when ye hayea fight 
of your deſervings, are Apocrypha and nor Scriperere , Thope. 
Hear what the Lord ſaith of you , he wall ſpeak peace: if your 
Maſter ſay , I quire yo, I 'shall then bid you eat ashes for 
bread and drink waters of gall and wormweod. Bur howbeic 
Chrift our ofhis owa mouth should {eem-to ſay, Icame nar fort. ee, 

as he did Marth. 1 5:24. yetlet melay, The words of tempting 

Jeſus are not. to be ſtretched as Scriprure b:zyond his inten- 
tion, ſeeing his intention in ſpeaking them is to ſtreagthen , 

nor to deceive: & therefore here Faith may conrraditt whar 

Chriſt ſeemerh ar firſt ro ſay, ani ſo may ye. Icharge you 

by the metcies .of God, be nor that cruel ro Grace and the 

£2 It 3 new 
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new birth as to caſt water on your w” coal by tnisbelief: If 
muſtdie (as 1know ye $hall nor) it were a folly ro ſlay your 
fel, 3. Ihope yelovethe new birth & actaimro Chriſt, hoy. 
;beit.yedow nor. make it good: &ifye werein hell & faw the 
heavenly face of lovely , ten rhoufand times lovely Jeſves, that 
hath God's hew and God's fair , fairand comely red aud whitt 
wherewith it 'is beautihied beyond compariſon and 1magi. 
,nation', yecould not forbear ro ſay, Oh! if 1 could bm 
blow a ki from my finfull 'mouth , from hell up to hez. 
yen upon his cheeks, that areas 4 bed of ſp;ces as freer, flowers, 
Cant. 5:13. Lhope ye dare ſay , O faucit tight of heaven | 
O boundleſs mals of crucified & flain love for me , give 
mie leave to wish to love thee! O flower and bloom of 
heaven & earth*slove! O Angcls wonder 1 O thou the Fa. 
thei*'s eternally ſealed love! & Othou God's old delight! give 
me leave to ſtand belide thy love & look in & wonder, & ove 
me leave to with to lovethce, if I can doc no more. 2. We 
being born iratheiſm & bairns ofthe houfethat weare come off, 
It is no new thing, 29 'deay brether, forus ro be under jealoutics 
& miſtakes about the love of God; what think ye of thisrha 
themanChreft was termpted to belcevethere were but twoPerfons 
in thebleſſed Godhead , & that the Son of God, theſubſtanrial, 
& coercrnal Son, was not the lawfull Son of God? <Did'not 
Satan fay, If thow be rhe Son of God? 3. Yeſay that ycknow 
not what to doc? Your Head ſaid-orce that ſame word or not 
far from it, Joh.'12.27. Nw 1s my, ſerl froubied, EE nhu 
Sal Tſzy? S&taithanſwered Chriſt's what shall 1 ſy ? with 
thiſewords, O rexpred Savin, akeſt thoy Whatsball-I-fay? 

ſay , pray » Lather ſave me from this howr, What courſe'can 
ye take but pray & friſt Chriſt bis own comforts? He'isno 
dyvour, take his word. - Oh | fay ye] 1 cannotpray! 4s, 

Honeſtlighing is faith breathing & whiipering him in the car: 
the life is nor our of fairh, where thercis ſighting , looking up 

with the cyes & breathing towards God, £am7.3:36. Hide nt 

thine ear at my breathing. But what shall I doe in ſpirirnal exercif= 
es,fay ye? Arſ, 1. Ifyeknew particularly what to doe, "it were 
sopa ipiritualexcrciſe. 2. 'ln my weak judgement,'ye — 

rf 
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firſt ſay » Z7w:1l _byifie God an fore, Dawid's Saluation ES te 
Bride's Marrs zge withthe Lamb, C5 love tie Church? s ſlain Las (- 
band, although 1 canor for the preſexr belcev? Tune own Salva- 
rien. Ze Say , 1 will not paſs from my cum, ſupſe C:riſt 
worel d paſs from bus claim to me , it 514/l not g.e back rebar my ſt.le; 
howbeit 4py lave ta bim be not worth a dri kh. of water, yes Chriſt 
chall have xt ſuch as i ir. 4. Say , 1 chail rather ſpill eventy 
prayers ther not pray at all ; let my br ken wards gae un ta beaven : 
when they Cone up into the great Angel's golden cen cr , #4t C0:48- 
paſſtenar Ad vocarg will pry together my brakes prayers ©9 perfume 
them: Words are but Accidents of Prayer, Oh [lay y. ] [ 
am ſ11in with hardaeſs of heart; & troubled with coptuſed and 
mclancholious rhoghts? 4f. My dear Bropier, What would ye 
canclude thence, that ye kno'y not w-ll who ought you? I graqr, 
0h my heart is hard' O!, my thoughts of futhleſs ſorrow) Erg0,1 hzow 
nat who 0n;ht m7; were good Logictin heaven amongitA :g ls & 
the glorifizd: bur dow in Chciſt's Hofpiral , wherefick and 
diſtempered ſouls are under cure , iti; not worth a ftraw. Give 
Chriſt rime ro end his work in your het: hold onin feeligg 
& bewailing your hardaeſs, for that 1s ſoftne(s to feel hardack,. | 
2, Ichargeyou ro make Pſalms oChriſt's praiſe; for bis begup 
work of Grace, mace Chriſt your Mutick & your fong ,* for 
Complaining & feeling of waar doerh of2n ſwallow up your 
Praiſes. What think ye of theſe who go-ro hell, neyer trou- 
bled with ſuch thoughts? If your exerciſe be the way to hell , 
God help me; I havzacold coal to blowart, and ablank pap*r 
for heaven : [ give you Chiiſt caution , & my heaven ſurety bo 
your Salyation. Lend Criſt your M.lancholy ; for Satan 
hath no right ro mike a chamber in your Mclancholy ; 
borrow joy & co.nfort from the Comforter ; bid the Spirit doe 
his office in you: &remember , thar fax is onething, and 
the feelsng EF marice of fart; another: God forbid rhar feel;yg 
were Proprizem quarto mdo to all the Saints , & thar thiy wete 
good reaſoning , No feelimg, 70 grace: lam ſuceye were not 
alwayes theſe rwenty years by=palt, aQtuully nan rhar ye 
live, yetall this time ye are living : fo 1s it withrhelife of 
faich. But Alas! Dear Brotier, it is calic for meto peak 
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words & ſyllables of peace, bur 7ſa. 57.15. telleth you,  } 2 
creaze peace; there is but one Creator, ye know; Othatye Þ v 
may get a Letter of peace ſent you from heayen! Pray for me, | n 
for grace to befaithtull , & gifts to be able with rovgue & pea | v 
to glorific God, 1 forger you not. a 

St, Andrewes Jan 8. Yoxrs 2 his fmeet Lord ; 


1640, Teſrs, S. R. 


Tomy Lady BOYD. 


( 
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Receiyed your La: letter : Eur becauſe I was ſtill going | ( 

L through {6 countrey for the affairs ofrhe Church, I haye had Þ « 
no time to anſwer it. I had neyer more cauſe to fear thent | } 
have now, when my Lord hath reſtored me to my ſecond crea. &} « 
ted heaven onearth , & hath turned my apprehended fears into I | 
Joycs and great deliverance to his Church, whereof | haveny (| 
Share and part, _ Alas thats weeping prayers anſwered and | { 
ſent back from heaven with joy, should not have laughing prai. Þ : 
ſes! . O that this land would repent and lay burthens of } | 
praiſes upon the top of fair mount Zion. Madam, except | | 
this land be humbled, a Reformation is rather my wonder, | 1 
then belicf at this time : but ſurcly it muſt be a wonder, and | | 
. what is donealready is a wonder: our Lord muſtr:ſtore beauty. | | 
tohis Churches without hire; for we were ſold without money, || | 
and now our buyers repeat them of the bargain , and 
would gladly give again better cheap then they bought us : 
they devoured /acch and eat up his people as bread; now Iacebis 
grown a living childe in their womb, avd thy would fainbe 
delivered of the childe and render the birth : Our Lotd 
Shall be midwife. O that this land be not like £pbrarm an 
zmwiſe ſon , that ſiayeth too lc2y mm the place of breaking forth 
of children) Your La: is bleficd with children wv ho ar: honour= 
cd to build up Chriſt's waſte places again: Ibelceve your 
Ls: will think them well beſtowed on that work, ard that 
| £108 s 
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Zion s beauty 1s your joy » thisis a mark and evidence for he: 
yen which helperh weak ones to hold their grip when ocher 
marks fail them, TI hope your La: is at a good underſtanding 
with Chriſt,and that, as becometh a Chriſtian, yertakehim np 
ariohe [for many miſtake and miſshape Chrift] in his comings 
and goings : Your wants and falls p.uclim ye have 
nothing of your own but what ye borrow ( nay , your ſeif 
isnot your 0w#z) bur Chriſt hath given himſelf ro you: Pur 
Chriſt to the bank and hcaven $hall be your intereſt and 1n- 
come: Love him, for ye cannot over-love him: Take up 
your houſe in Chriſt,ler him dwell in you and abide yetn him,& 
then ye may look cur of Chriſt and laugh at the clay-heavens 
that the ſons of men are ſecking after in this tide ofthe wat:r, 
Chriſt mindeth ro make your loſles Crace's oreat advantage: 
Chriſt will loſe nothing of you, nay, nor your fins, for he 
hath an uſe for rhem aſwell as for your ſervice, howbeit ye ate 
co loath your ſelf for theſe, I hope ye ferchallthe heaven ye 
have here in this life, from thar which is up above, and thar 
your anchoriscaſten as high and deep as Chiiſt: O bur 1t's 
far & many a milero his bottom! It [ had known long ſince 
as I doc now (though ſtil, alas! I amignorant) what was in 
Chriſt, I would not have been fo late in ſtarting to the gate 
toſeek him. O whatcanlI dot or [ay to him who hath mide 
the Nerth render me back again! A grave 1s no ſure priion 
to him for the keeping of dry bones. Woe's me that my 


foolish forrow and unbelicf being on horſc-back did ride fo 


proudly & witleſly over my Lord's Providence: bur when 
my Fatth was aſleep, Chriſt was awake, & now when I am awake 
I fay hedid allthings well, O infinite wiſdom! O incom- 
parable loving kindneſs! Alas that the heart I haves ſo lutle 
& worthleſs for ſuch a Lord as Chriitis! O what oddes finde 
the faints in hard trials, when they fecl ſap at their 
roots, bertwixr them and ſun-burnt withercd profeſiors : 
crofles and ſtorms cauſe them to caſt their blooms and 
leaves: poor worldlings what will ye doe when the ſpan- 
length of your forenoon's laughter is ended and when 
the weeping fide of Providence is turned © you ? [ 
[14 TT 


£04 
Pur vp all the favours ye _ i of! my Brother upon 
Chriſt's (core, in whoſe book are many fach counts & who will 
requite them. I wish you to be butki:d mote and more upon 
the ſtone laid in Zion & then ye $hall be the more tit rohavea 
hand in rebuilding our Lord's fallen tabernacle in this land, 
which yeshall tinde Sreat peace when yecometo orips with 
Death the .King of t:trovis. The God of peace be with 
Ne La: and keep you blameleſs till the day of our Lo 
clus. | 


St Andrews, Tour Ls: at dll cbedtence in his ſweee 
Lord 05 Maſier , S.R. 


Tohis very dear friend 
[JOHN FE NNICK. 


M zchhonenred C5 dear friend. (33) 
| Mims , mercy & peace beto you: The neceflary impedi. 


ncnrts of my caihng have hitherto kept mc from making a 
rttucn to your lctter , the heads whereof I shall now briefly anſ- 
wer. As.1.1 approve your going to the fountain, hen your own 
Cifterneis dry: A difference there muſt be betwixr Chriſt's 
well & yout borrowed water, & why bur ye have need of em- 
prinels & drying up , aſwell as ve have need of the well? want 
& ahalethere muſt be in our veflcl, ro leaveroom to Chiiſt's 
art ; his weil hath it's own need of thirſty drinkers, ro come 
mend 1nfinite love, which froin eternity did brew fuch a cellar 
of living waters forus. Yecominend his free love; & it's well 
doae: Ohif[ could he'p you,& ifI could be maſter-conveen- 
ertogatheran earth=full & an heaven<full of rongues dipped 
and ſteep'd in mv Lord's well of love orhis wineof love, eyen 
rongucs drunken wirh his love, to raiſc a ſong of praiſes ro him, 
bctwixt the Eaſt & Weſt-end & furtheſt points of the broad hea- 
vens ! If I werein your caſe ſ asalas! my dry & dead heart is 
Rot row inthar garden ] I would borrow leave rocome & and 
upon 
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ypon the banks & coafts of _ al fove, & be a feaſted ſoul 
toler Love's fair tide, fice Love's high and lofty waves, each of 
them higher then rev earchs, flowing in upou pieces of loſtclay: 
O welcome, welcome, great ſ{cay Oil hadas much love for 
widencſs and breadth , as twenty ourmolt $hells and ſpheres 
of the heaven of heavens , that I might receive in a lictle 
flood of his free love! Come, come, dear Freend, & be 
pained thar the King's wine - cellar of free love & ht: bane 
querting houſ: FO fo wide, fo ftacly! O fo God-like, 
ſo glory-like |] hould be ſo abundant, fo overflowing , & 
your Shallow vcfl-lfo little to rake in ſome part of that love: but 
lince it cannot come in you for want of room , enter your ſelf 
in this ſea ofloye,, & breath under theſe wateis, & dte of love , 
& live as one dead & drowned of this Love. But why doeye 


complain of waters going over vour foul , & that the ſmoke of 


the terrors of a wrathfull Lord, doeth almoſt ſuffucate you & 
bring you to dearh's brink ? I Eno: the fau;t 15 in your eyes , 
not 1n him; its not the rock that fleeth & moverth, butthe 
orcen failer: if your ſenſe & apprehenſion be made judge of his 
love, there is a graven image made preſc.nrly even a changed 
God & a foe-God, who was once | when ye wached your ſteps wath 
brrrer,CS the rock poured yoront rivers of ol, Ieb.2.9.6.] atitend- 


God : either now or never let God work; yehad nev.rfinceye. 


was a man, ſuch a fair field for faith: for a painted hell & an 
zpprchention of wrath in your father , is fairh's opportunity ro 
try what ſtrength isin it : now give Goda: large a meaſure of 
charity as ye have of forrow ; now ſce faith tobe faith indeed , 
if yz can make your graveb.twixt Chriſt's feet, & ſay , Thengh 
be 5. old flry me, 1 will troft imhim; his 5clecved love chail be my 
windig-sheet, C9 all my grave=cloaths ; 1 sha'l roll E5 ſowe in 

foal, my fliun foul, in that wib, his ſweet G5 free love : & Jet 
him wrire upon mv grave Here lacth a beleevin; dexd mar , 
breath;ng out and making an bile in deat.”s broad fide, C9 the 
breath of faith comet! forth through the hole. See now if ye 
can overcome & prevail with God, & wreſtle God®s rempting 
todearh & quit out of breath, as that renowned wreſtler did , 
Hos, 12.3. And by 1s Hycngrhke bud power with God, v. 4. T yo 
Ii 5 £ 
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he had power over the Argel &5 prevailed, He is a ſtrong man 


indeed who overmatcheth heaven's ſtrength and the holy One 


of iſrael, the ſtrong Lord ; which is done by a ſecret ſupply 
of divine ſtrength within , wherewith the weakeſt beins 
ſtrengrhned, overcome and conquer, Itshall be great yiQo. 
ty to blow out the flame of thar furnace yeare now 1n, with the 
breath of fairh: & when hell, men , malice , cruelty, falſ. 
hood, Devils, the ſeeming glooms of a ſweer Lord, meet 
youin the teeth, if ye then as a captive of Hope, as onefettered 
in Hope's priſon, run to your ſtrong hold, even from God 


glooming to God glooming , & belceve the ſalvation ofthe | 


Lordinthe dark, which is your onely victory: your enemies 
are bur pieces of malitious clay , they hall die as men & be 
confounded,. But that your troubles are many at once, &ar. 
rows come in from all airths, from countrey, friends, wife, 
children, foes, eſtate, & right down from God who is the hope 
& ſtay of your ſoul, I confeſs 1s more & very heavy to be born; 
yet alltheſearenot more then Grace,all theſe bits of coals caſten 
1n your ſea of mercy cannot dryit up: your troubles are many & 
Great , Yet not an ounce - weight beyond 'the meaſure of 
infinite wiſdom, I hope, not beyond the meaſure of grace that 
he is to beſtow; for our Lord never yet brake the back ofhis 
childe, nor ſpilthis own work: nature'splaſtering & counter- 
fic work he docth often break in sheards , & putteth out a candle 
not lighted at the Sun ofrighteouſneſs; but he muſt cherish his 
own reeds & handle them ſoftly, never arecd gerterh a thruſt 
with the Mediator's hand to lay together the two ends of the 
reed. O what bonds & ligaments hath ourChirurgion of broken 
ſpirits,to binde up all his lame & bruiſed ones with!caſt your dis- 
* joynredfpiririn his lap , & lay your burden upon one who is ſo 
| willing to take your cares & your fears off you,& to exchange & 
niffer your croſles, & to give you new for old & gold for iron, 


even to give you garments of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavinels, 


Ir'strue ina great part what ye write of this Kirk, that theletter 
of Religion onely 1s reformed & ſcarce that: doe not beleeve our 
Lord will build his Z:ozin his land, upon this skin of Reforma- 
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ſalem! Cant. 3.10. 
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tion: ſo: long as our ſcum remaineth & our heart-idols arg 


.keeped , this work muli bear aſiand ; and therefore our Lord 
' mult yer fift this landand ſearch us wit! candles ; and I know , 
he 5hall give and nor (ell us his Kingdom : his Grace and our 


remaining guiltineſs muſt be compared , & the one muſt be 
ſen inthe glory of it and the other in the finfulnets of it: Bur 
[ delire to beleeve and would gladly hope ro ſee , that the 
o]ancing and shintnsg luſter ofglory,coning from the diamonds 


.O O D 


and ſtones fer 1n the crown of our Lord Jeſus, hall caſt 
rayes and beams many thouſand miles abour. 1 hope Chrift 
is upon a great Marilage, and that his wootng and uting of 
his excellent Bride , docth take it's beginning trom us the 
ends of the earth. O what joy and what glory would 1 judge 
it, if my heaven should be ſuſpended , rill I nught bave 
leave torun on foot, to bea witneſs ofthat Maritage-glory, & 
ſee Chriſt put on the glory of his laſt married Bride and his 
laſt Marriage-love on earth, when he $hall enlarge his love- 
bed and (et it upon the trop of the mountains, and takein the 
elder Siſter, the Jewes, and the falneſs of the Gezreles ! It 
were heaven's honour & glory upon earti, to be his lackey ro 
run at his horſe-foot and hold up the train of bis Marriag e-robe- 
royal, inthe day of our high a'd royal Soles cſpou- 
ſals, Bu: O xs Fo oldry to have a {car or ve 1n King 4c ſas 
his chariot, thar is bottomed with gold & paved and lined 
over and floored within with Love, fo elic davgiters of ierm- 
To lie upon ſuch a Kuyg*s love , were 
a bed next to the flower of heavei*s glory. I am forty to 
hear you ſpeakin your Letter, of 4 God ar ry at ye, and of 
the ſcrſe of bis indignat.on , which onely arif: th from-ſuf- 
tering for Jeſus, all that is now come vpon vou : Indeed 
apprebended wrath flamerh out of ſuch ashcs as aptretended fr ; 
but not from ſuffering for Criſt £ But ſuppoſe ye were 1n acl 
for by-gones and for o/ddelt, lhope ye ow Chriſt a great 
ſumme of charity to belceve the ſ'wectne!s of his love: lknow 


what it is to fin in that kinde, 1t js ro {in our [if1t were poſſible) 


the unchangeableneſ ofa Gochead out of Chit't, & ro in away 
aloyely & unchangeable God. Pur morc honeſt apprehenfions 
| upon. 
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upon Chrift, put 01 his 0:vn mask port his face, and not your 
vail made of unbelief, which ſpeakerh, as if heborcowed lover 
you, from you and yourdemerits & {infull deſervings. Ohng! 
Chriſt ts man, but he is not likeman; kehath man's love in hea, 
ven, bur it 1s luſtered withGod?, love, & it is very God's love, ye 
have ro doe with: When your wheels goc abour, he ſtindeth ſti 
' Let God be God and be ye a 24x, aud have yerthe deſerving of 
man & the fin of one who hath ſuff.red your Welbelovcd to fly 
away,nay hath refuſed him entrance , when he was knocking 
eill his head andlocks were frozen: Yet what is that to him? 
his book keepeth your name , and is not printed and reprinted 
and changed and carredted: And why bur he should goeto 
his place & hide himfel Howbeit his Departure be his own gagd 
work, yetthebclicFofit in that manner is your fin: Bur wa 
en till he return with Salyariqn and caufe you rejoyce in the lat 
terend, Its not much to complain: but rather belecve then 
complain, and {it in theduſt and clofe your mouth, till he make 
our (own light grow again; for your aftiiftions are nor eternal, 
Tiras will end chem, & foshall ye at length fee the Lord's ſalva« 
tion : his love fleeperh nor , buris ſtill in working for you, 
his Salvation will not tarcy nor linger,& Suffering for him 1s the 


nobleſt croſs that is out of heaven: Your Loxd had the waile & 


choice of ten thouſand other croſles beſide this, to exerciſe yqu 
withall ; but his wiſdom & his love watiled and chooſed out this 
for you , belide them all , & takeit as a choice one, & makeuſe 
of ir,fo,as yelook to this world as your ſtep- mother in your bor. 
rowed priſon : For itjisaloye-look tg heaven and the other fide 
of the water, that God ſeeketh : & this is the fruit,the lower& 
bloom growing out of your croſs, that ye be a dead man.to time, 
to clay, togold, to countrey, to friends, wife, chuldren, & all 
_ ofcreated nothings, for in them there is nox a featngr 
bottom for your fſoul's love. O what roomis for your Loye 
Cif it were as broad asthe ſea] up in heaven andin God! and 
what would not Chriſt givefor your loye? God gave ſo much 
for your ſoul,& bleſſed are ye,if ye havea love for him& can cal 
1n your ſoul's love from all idols, and can make a God of God, 
2 God of .Chiift & draw a line betwixt yourheart and him. If 

| you 


(599;) | 

our deliverance comenot , Chriſt's prefence andhis beleeved 
Ge muſt ſtand ks caution andſarety for your deliverance, rill 

our Lord lend it in his bled rime: fr Chriſt hath many 
Glyations, if we conl i ſcethemaand I wonkd think tt berrer born 
comfort ad joy that cometh from the faith ofdeliverance and 
the faith ofhis love, then that which cometh from deliverance ir 
ſelf, Ir is not much matter, if ye findeeafero'your afflicted 
ſoul, what be the means , cither ofyourown wishing , 'or of 
God's choofing ; the fatter I am fure is bot and thecomtort 
ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt : let the Lord abſolntely have the order= 
ing of yourevils & troubles, and put them oftyou byrccoum;- 
mending yourcroſsandyour furnace to him , who harhskillro 
mclt his own -metrall and knoweth well what to:doe with kts 
furnace: {et your heart be willing that God's firehaveyour'tm 
and -braſs and drofs - to -conſent to want corruption is a greater 
mercy then many:profeſſors doe well know , and toreter rhe 
manner of God's Phytickto his ownwiſdom , whitheritbe by 
drawing blood, or giving fugared drinks thar cure fickfolks 
without pain, itisa'great point of faith;-and to beleeve Chriſt's 
crofs *to'be a friend as he himſelf 1s a friend., is alſoa fpectala@t 
offaith: but whenye arc overithe warer, this cafe shallbea yeſ= 
terday paſt an hmdred/yearsere ye'were born, & theeup ofglory 
call wash the memory of all thts away and make ir-2s nothing 2 
Onely now rake *Chriſt in with you-under youryoke, and ler 
parience have her iperfeft work , 'forthis haſteis your infimity. 
The Lord is rifimgup codoe you good in thelatterend., pur on 
the faith of his ſalvation '& ſee him+poſting 8 haſtiag towards 
you. $:r,my employiments being (o great, thinder:me towwrire at 
wore length excuſe me: ] hope to be mindfull of you, :Ishall 
be obliged to yowiF yehelp mewirh yourprayers forthispeo= 
ple, this College, *& my own-poor-zoul. Grace bexyith you, 
Remember wry ove rofourwife, 


St Andrews:Peb, 13. 


L835 122 Chriſt Jeſus, 
1640, $I 
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To the much honoured 


PETER STIRLING. 


Merch honoured £5 worthy Str. (34) 


Reccived yours,& cannot but be achamed that miſtaking loy: 
hath broughr me 1n court & account in the heart of God; 
catldren , eſp-cialiy ot another nition : Ishould not make; 
Ive of the grace of God, ifIshould think I have little share of 
it myſelf: Ohow much better wereit for meto ſtand in th: 
counting table of many for a half-penny & to be eſtemed a lie 
rather then a lover of Chrilt | If 1 were weighed, vanity shoull 
bear down the ſcale, as having weight in the ballance aboyc ms; 
except my lovely Saviour should caſt in belide me ſome of hi 
borrowed worth; & Ohif [ were writing now fincercly inthi 
extenuation, which may be & I fearis, ſubtile & coolcning pride! 
I would I could love ſomthing of heaven's worth in you & all 
of your merrall, O how happy wereI, ifI could regain & con- 
quer back from the creature my ſold & loſt love, that 1 might 
lay it upon hcaven's jewel, that ever, eyer blooming flowerof 
the higheit garden, even my ſoul-redeeming & never-enough- 
prized Lord fclus ! O that he would wash my leve & puriton 
the Mcdiator's wheel & refine 1t from 10. drofs & tin , that 1 
might propine & eifc that Lord fo love-worthy , with all my 
love! Oh1fI could fr a leaſe ofthouſands of years & a (ufpention 
of my pact oftheaven's glory, & friſt tilla long day my delired 
falvation, ſopeing I coald in this lower kitchin & under-vault of 
his creation , he feaſted with his love, & thar I might be a foot- 
{t90l for his glory before mn & Angels! Oh if he would let 
out heaven's fountain upoa withered me , dry &ſapleſs me. 
If1 were but tick of lovefor his love [& O how would thar fick- 
ne deiight me !]J How ſweet would that caling & refreshing 
pain bero my ſoul i [hall beglad to bea witneſs to behold 
the Kin2d>m: of the world become Chriſt's: 1 could itay out 
ofheaycn many years to ſeethat victorious triumphingLord - 
that 


Ceri. } | 
thar prophelſied part'ofhis ſoul-conquering love, in taking in to 
his Kingdom the greater Siſter , that Kirk of the /ews, who 

ſometimes courted our Welbelovcd for herlitrle Siſter, Canr,s: 
8, tobchold him ſer up asan enfign & a banner of love tothe 

ends of the world. And truly we are to beleeve that his wrath 
ripe for the Jand of orayen 1mages, & forthe falling ofthar 

mill-ftone in the midt ofthe lea. Grace be with you. 


St Andrews March, 6. Yomrs 7 his ſweee Lord 


1640, leſas , SeR. 
To the Lady 
FINGAS RK. 

2M .4D 4M. (35) 


Race mercy & peace beto you: Though not acquainted, 

yer at the defire of a Chriſtian, I make bold ro write a line 
ortwounto you by way of counle] | howbeit I be moſt unfit 
for that J I hear ,and I blefle the father of lights for it, that ye 
have a ſpirit ſetro ſeek God, and thar the pofture of your 
heart is to look heaven-ward; which is a work and caſt of 
the Mediator Chriſt's right hand , who purtterh on the heart 
2new frame » for the which I would haye your La: to 
ſee a tye & bond of obedience laid upon you, that all may 
be done nor ſo much from obligation of Law, as trom thetye of 
freelove ; that the law of ranſom.-paying by Chrilt may be the 
chicfground of allycar obedience, ſccing tharye are not under 
the Law but under Grace : withall know that unbeleef is aſpiri- 
tual fin & ſe not ſeen by nature's lighr,8 that all that Conſcience 
ſaith is not Scripture 3 Suppoſe your heart bear witneſs againſt 
you for fins done long agoe ; yet becauſe many have pardon 
withGod, that have not peace with themſclyes, yeare toftand & 
all by Chriſt's eſteem & verdict of you & not by that which your 
heart fairh : Suppoſe it may by accidcnt bea good figne to be 
jcalouſe 
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jcalouſe of your heavenly Wl hs love, yet it1sa finfal fin 
as rh<re be ſome happy tins [ If may ſpeak ſo] nor of themlelyg 
bur oecaule they are ncighboured with faith and love : and fo, 
worrhy Lady,! would haye you hold by this that the ancient loy; 
of an old Eusband ftandeth firm and ſure , and ler faith hing by 
this.ſmall thiced,, that he loved you before he laid the cor 
ner-ſtone of the world , & therefore , he cannot change 
his minde b*:cauie he is God, and reſts in his love; neithe 
is fin in you , a good reaſon wherefore ye should doubr 
him, or think becaule fin hath put you in the courtefie and 
reverence of juſtice , that therefore he is wroth with you: 
Neither is it preſumption in you to lay the burden of your 
ſalvation upon one mighty ro ſave; fo being ye lay atideal 
confidence 1n your (clf-worth & righteouſneſs. True faith 
is humble & ſeeth no way to efcape but-onely 4n Chriſt : And 
I belecye ye have pur an eſteem & high price upon Chriſt : & 
they cannot but beleeve, & ſo beſayed , wholove Chriſt and 
to whom he is precious: forthe loye of Chriſt hath choſen Chil 
as a lover , &#t were not like God, if ye should chule hin 
as your liking & he nor chuſe you again, nay he hath preventd 
you in:thar, tor ye have not choſen him but he hath-choſen you, 
Occonlider his lovelineſs & beauty, & that there is nothing 
whichcancommend & make fair, heaven or earth, ortht 
creature, "that 1s not in him, in infinire perfeftion , for fai 
ſun anbfairmoonareblack and think shame to shine before his 
fairneſs, 1ſs. 24, 23. Baſe heavens & excellent Jeſus; weak 
Angels, &.ftrong & mighry Jeſus : foolish angel- wiſdom & 
onely wile Jclus: shoit-liviog creature & long-ltving & ever- 
livinz Ancient of dayes: miſerable & ſickly & wretchedar 
rheſerhings that are within timss circle 8 onely , -onely bleſſed 
Felus ! Ifye-can'wynd-in in his love | and he giverh-you leaxc 
w:lovehim & allurements. alſo] vhar atccond heaven's paradile, 
a young heaven's glory 1s it, ro be hot & burned with fevers of 
love-ſickneſs:forhim? . &:the more your La: drink of this love, 
rhere is the-more.room & the greater delight & deſire:forthi 
toye: :b: homely & hunger fora feaſt & fill of his love , for 
that's cho borders &:march.of keayen: .nothinghath a.ncarerrc 
ſemblance 


2dule, 
2rsof 
ove, 
r this 
, fot 
I.IG 
lance 


FP 


(5 139 

emblancetothecolour & hew & luſtre ofheaven'; then Chrift 
loyed, & to breath our loye-word-: & love=lighs forbim. Re» 
member what he is: when twenty thouſand millions of heavens 
lovers have worn their hearts thieed-bare of love , all is no- 
thing, yea lels then nothing to his mate':leſs woith & excel< 


lency : O ſo broad & (lo dzep as the ſea of his detireable lovelineſs 


is ! Glorihed ſpicirs, titumphing Angels, the crowned & 
exalted loyers ot heaven, ſtand withour his lovelineſs & can« 
notpur'a cricle on it. O if fin & time were from bertwixt u:, & 
that royall & Kin, love! That high Majeſty, cteriitie's bloom 
& flower of high-Juitred beauty.might shine upon picces of crea= 
ted {ptrits , & might bedew and overflow us who are portions of 
eodlcfs miſery & lump: of redeemed fin: Alas what dor I! I bur 
ſpill & loſe words in (pcakinz highly ofhim, who will bide & 
he above the muſick & ſongs of heaven , & never be enough 
praiſed by us all, to whoſe boundleſs & bortomleſs love I re. 


' 
. 


commed your £4: & am. | 


St Andrews. March. 27. Your La: mm Cirift leſia, 
I 640. S. | ' 
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To his reverend 7 dear Brother 


eMr DAVID DICKSON, 


Reverend E5 dear Brot' er. (36) p 
Y* look like the houſe whereof ye area branch: tlie Crofs 


isa part ofthe life rent thac lieth toall the ſnns of the houle, 
I d:{ire to ſuffer withvou, if | conld take a lift of your houſe- 
trial off you: but ye have preached it ere knew any thing of 
God: your Lord may gather his roſes,& shake his apples,ar what 
ſeaſon of the year he pleaſerh ; each husbindman cannot make 
harveſt when he pleaſerh, as He can doe*: yearetanghr to know 
& adore his !overaignity which he cxerciſeth over you, which vet 
sInſtzred with m-rcy: che childe liath but changed a bed in the 
gxrden, & is planted up higher nearer the ſua , where he chall 
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th: ivEverterthen in this out-ncld mdor-<cFronnid: Yenmniuſt 
thi1k your Loid would not want him onc hour lopger , & fince 
the ta: of your-luan ot him was expired [s it is, if ye rcad 
th: icaſ. ] lot bio Rave his own with gain 4 as good reafon were, 
L read 01;1t an {xaltation & a richur meaſure of grace, asthg 
{Fiore Hutt of your croſ: and | am bold trofay, that that 
College wiiroy ur M-ſte: hath ſet you now , shall tinde 1r,  [ 
am content that Chiiſtts ſo homely with mv dear Brother D.mvid 
Cict fin, as to borrow & lend , & take give with im, & ye 
know what are. calicd rhe vitirations of tu. ha friend , it; 77 
came #0 the houſe © be himely with what x yours; | pertwade 
my fel- upon 1.is credit, he hath .1-fr drink-monty, and that 
he hath made the houſt the better of him. 1. envie rot 
bis waking lov: who (aw thor this wart: T was to be paſtrhrough 
&rhit now the number of croflzs lying in your way to clory,are 
E wer by cn: then when I ſaw. you; they mult decreaſe: itis 
berrerth-n any az:ci-nt or modern commentary on your Text 
that ye preach upon. 1n Glaſgow : read and ſpell right , for he 
knowerh what hedocth, hcisonely lopping & ſncdding a fruit- 
fullrr:ethat ic may be more fruitfull. I congratulace heartily 
with yu, -is new welcome t9 your new charge. Dearef 
Eretter, g9c on & faint not, fom-thing of yours is in heaven, 
beiide the flechof your exalted Savibu-, & ye &oe on af er your 
own: times tnectis homer by one 11ch then it was: an oath 
is {worn & palt the {als ; whether afflictions will or not, ye muſt 
grow & {cell our of your sh:1], & live & triamph & reign, & 

emore thn cOnquierour, for VOUT captain who Icadcrth vou on, 
i wore then cenquerottr, and he makes you a pait:k#r of 
b- conqueſt and Victory. Did not Ive ro you. compell 

2, I would not fetch water to th: well, & ſp-ax to one 
who knowcth b ter then I can doe, what God is dong 
with m. Remember my love toycur wife, to Myr lob, & 
&'l ficnds theres. Letus be help:d by your prayers, for I ccalc 
not tr make mention of you to the Lord as I dow. Grace be 
with you. s 

St Andrews, May, 25, | Toms hrs ſwece Lord 
16:0. leſtis , $.. Ks 

To 


, 


| 


(515) 
To my Lady 
= © * 


M 4 D 4 M. (37) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you: Impnte it nottoa2 
'$: diſreſpective forgeriulnel; of your £4: who mintitred ro 
me 1n my bonds, that 1 wrirenot to you:I wh I could ſpeak or , 
write what might doe good to your Lz - eſp:cially now, when [ 
think ye cannot but have deep thoughts oi the deep & botroin= 
leſs wayes of our Lord, iataxing away, with a ſudden & won- 
derfull Rtroke your brethren & friends. Yemiy know , all 
that die for ſin, die nor in fin, & thit 2oze cax reach the Almighty 
Lrowiedge, he anſwercth none of ouc Courts, & no min can 
ſay , What aveſt this? Is true, your brethren ſaw nor many 
ſummers ; bur adore & fear the ſoveraignty ofthe great Potrer, 
who maketh & marreth his clay=veſlzls when & how it pleaſeth 
him. This under=garden is abſolutely his own & all that grow- 
ethinit , his abſolute liberty is law-biding, the flowers are his 
own, if ſfomebe bur ſummer=apples he may pluck them do wn 
before others. O what wiſdom 1s 1t tobeleeve & notto d:ſprre, 
to ſubje& thethoughts to his Court & not to repineat any act 
of his juſtice | He hath done it, allflesh betilent : it is im= 
poſſible to be ſubmiſſive & religiouſly patient if ye ſtay your 
thoughts down among the confuſed rollings & wheels of {econd 
cauſes, as, Oh the place! Oh rhe time! Oh if this hadbeen , 
£15 had not followed) Oh the linking of this accrd ent with tits reme 
E& place! Lookup to the Maſte. =-.notion & the firſt wheel, ſee 
& read the decree of heaven & the Crearor of men , who brew- 
eth death to his children & the manner ofirt: &rhey ſee far 
in a mill-ſtone, & have eyes that mikea hole ro ſee tbrough 
th: one {ide of a mountain to the other, who can rake up his 
wayes: How wunſearchable are his judgements, E5 his wares 
p21 finding ous! His Providence haltcrhnor, bur gocth wich 
evca & cqual legs: yer are they not the greateſt finners , nyon 
| KL 3 WitO.a 
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516 
whom tower of S:{o.2zz fl] : was nor time's leaſe expired. & the 
{and of heaven's land-glaſs fet by our Lord,run out*1s not he an 
unjuſt debrer who payeth duc d<br with chiding? | belzeve, 
Cirifican Lacy, your faith leaveth that much charity ro our 
Lord's judgements , as to beleeve, howbeirt ye ben blood ib 
co that C1Ojs , that yet yEarcexcmpted & ficed from-rhe gall & 
wrath that 15 in it, 1 dare not deny Lut (0b. 18:15.) the 
Kg of terrors dwellithizti.e wicked mus tab rnacle: br:miſtone 
sbali v: ſcarrered oz bes babitaticn: yet, Madam, ts | ate for you 
ro live upon thef:tth of bis love, whoſe arrows are over- wate;- 
ed & pointed with love & mercy to his own , & who xnowcth 
how to take you & yours out of thz roll & book o: t1edead, 
Our Lord hath not the eyes 6&f fesh in diitributing wrath to the 
thouſand generation without EXCcPcION. Seeing ye are not 
undcr the Law, bur under Giace & marricd to another hus. 
band: Wrati 1s not the Court that yeareliableto. As I would 
not wisb, netker doe I belceve, your £34: docth deſpiſe; fo 
neither faint: read & (pzilaright all the words & ſyllabes 1n 
the viſitation , & miſcall neither lecter nor ſyllabein ir. Come 
along with the Lord, & ſee, & lay no more wetght upon the 
Law then your Chriſt hath laid upon it: It the Law's bill ger an 
anſwer from Ch. iſt,the curſes ofit can doe no more: And 1 hope 
ychaye reſolyedthar if he should grind you to powder , your 
duſt & powder shall belceve his falyation: And who can rel] what 
thoughts of love & peace our Lord hath to your children? I truſt 
he shall make chemi famous in cxcuting the written judgements 
upon the enemies ofthe Lord, {45 honour have all his (ants, 
P/al. 149: 9, & thatthey shall bcar ſtones on their shoulders , 
for building that city that is called , EFJeh. 46:35. The Lord 
*s there: & happy shail they be who havea hand in the ſacking of 
Bebe! . $ come out in the year of vengeance forthe contro- 
verfy of Zraz , 2gaint{t the land of graven images. Therefore, 
Maga, let the Lord make out of your father's houſe any 
WOLS, CVEN of judgement , that he pleafeth: Whart 13 wrath 
2 others, 1s nizrcy toyorn & your houſe, It is Faith's work 
£0 clan and challenge loving kindneſs out of all the rough-. 
cit Rrokes of God. Doe thar for tkeLord, which ye will -- 
ot 


7.) 
fortime ; time will calme vour heart at that which Gol hath 
done, & let our Lord haveit now, What love ye did bear to 
finds now dead , ſeeing they ſtand now 11 no rced ofit, lcrit 
fall as juſt legacy ro Chriſt. O how ſweet topnt ovt many 
ſtrangelovers, &topul in Chriſt! Itts much for our kalf-Nain 
affections to part with that which we beleeye we haveright un- 
to; butghe ſ:rvan®s will Should be our will, & heis the beſt 
ſeryant who retaincrh leaſt of his own will & moſt ofhis Maſe 
ter's. Thar much wildom muſt be afſctibed ro cur Lord , 
that he knoweth how ro lead his own 1n-throngh and our- 
through the lirrle ri.ne-hells and the pieces of tume-daring 
wraths in this lif:, & yet keep ſafe his love without any blurre 
upon the old & great ſal of irce Election : Andfſceing hi: moun- 
tains of braſs, tae mighty & ſtrong decrees of free grace in 
Chriſt, ſtand ſure, & the Covenant ftanderk Alt for everas the 


dayes ofheav-n, lethiniſtrike & xurture, bi: þ31þ129 muſt be 


a very adt of ſaw;»g ; (ering ſtrokes upon his ſecret ones, come 
from rhe ſoft & heavenly hand of the Mectarour , & his rods are 
ſteeped & watered In that flaod & river of love that cometh 
from the God-man!'s heart ofour ſoul- lovi ng & ſoul-rece-ming 
Jzsus. LIhopevearecontcnt to fiiſtthe Cautioner of man- 
kinde his own conquelt , keaver, till he pay ir you & bring 
youro a ſtar? of glory, where he $hall never crook a inger 
upon, norlifta hand tovouagain : And be content, & withaft 
greedily covetous of Grace, the intereſt & pledge of Glory. If 
I did nor belceve your crop to be On the ground, & vour part of 
that heaven of the ſaints keaver, white & ruddy,fair,fair & beau 
rifull Jeſus , were comertothe bloom & the flower , & near your 
hook I would nor -+riterhis; bur ſecing time. threed is short, 
& yearc upon the entry of heaven®s harveſt, & Chriſt the field 

of heaven's glory is white & ripe=like, the loſſes that I write 
of ro vour La: are bur ſummer=showers that will onely wet 
your garments for an hour or rwo, and the Stn of the new leree- 
ſalem hall quickly dry the wet coar; eſpecially ſeeing rains 
of Affliction cannot {tainthe image of God or cauſe Grace caſt 
che colour: And {ince ye will aor alter upon him , who will 
not change upon you, I dviſt in weaknefs think my (elf m9 
| KK 3 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual Seer , if I should nor propheſie, that day-light 15 necr 
when ſuch a morning-darkneſs 1s upon you. & that thistrialot 
your Chriſtian mindctowards hiu whom ye dare not leave how- 
beir he should ſlay you, hall cloſe with a doubled mercy. Itts 
time for faith to hold faſt as much of Chiiſt as ever ye had & tg 
make the grip ſtronger & to cleaveclo{:rrohim , ſceing Chriſt 
lovcih to be belecycd in & rruſted ro: The gloiy of laying 
ſtrength upon onethar is mighty to ſaye, is morethen we can 
chink: Thar picce of ſervice of bcleeving in a ſmiting Re- 
deemer 1s a precious part of obedience. O what glory rohim 
tolay oyer the burden of our heaven upon him that purchaſed 
for us an cte:nal Kingdom! O blc{id foul who can adore & 
Kiſs his lovely , frge Grace, The rich grace of Chriſt be with 
youi {pirit, 


Sr. Andrews. Oob. 15. Yorrs at all obedience ix 
1640, Cirijt Jeſs __—_ 
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To AGNES MCMATH, 


Dear S1Fer. (3B) 


FE our Lord bath taken away your childe, your leaſe of himis 
L expired, & ſecing Chriſt would want him no longer , itis 
YOUT patrT tO hold yuur peace, & worethip & adore the {ovc= 
raignty & liberty that the porter hath over the clay & picces of 
clay-nothingsthat he gayelife unto: And what is man to call 
& {uninond the Almighty to his lower Court down here? For 
he giverh account of none of his doings: And ityc willrtake a 
Joan of achilde & gtyehim back again toourLo:d, laughing, 
as his borrowed goods should return to him , belceve heis not 
gone away , but {cnt before, & that the change of the countrey 
Should make you think , heis nor loſt royou who is found to 
Chriſt, & thar hets row before you, & that the dead in Chrift 
Shall be raiſed again: A going down ſtar is rot arnthilat , but 
chall appcarc again ; Ihe keye caftcn his bloom & fower , the 

bloom 
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bloom is fallen in heaven in Chun's lap; And as he was lent a 
while ro Time, fo is he given now to Eternity , which will raxe 
yourſelf : And the difference of your shippiny & his, to heaven 
& Chriſt's chore , the land of life , is onely tn ſ@.nc few years', 
which wearcth every day $hortcr , & ſoine short & foon-1ce- 
koned 'ummers will give youa mectivg with him; bur whar? 
with kim? Þ ay, with better company , with the chief & 
Icader of the heaycnly rroups thar ace ridtag oa white horſes, thar 
are triumphing in glory. 1: Dearth were a ſleep that had no 
Wakening ,. we might (orrow : But our Husband $hall quickly 
be ar the b<d=fides of allchar lic ſleeping 1n the grave, & ghall 
raiſe their mortal bodies. Chriſt was D:ath*s Caurtener, who 
gave his wordto come & looſe all the clay=pav.ncs & fer them 
at his own right hand, & our Cautioner, Chiift , hath an 
A of Law - ſurcty upon Death to render back his Cap - 
tives; Andthar Loid Jeſus, who knowcth the rurnings « 
windings that isinthat black trance of Death, hath number: d 
all the ftcps of the air up to heaven; he knoweth how long 
the turnpike is or how many pair of ſtairs high it is, for hc a= 
cended that way himfcif, Rev. 1:18. Iwas dead Of amaitue, 
& now he liveth at the right hand of God, and his 24. m.nts 
have not ſo much as a fmeil of death. Your afflitions ſarell of the 
childrens caſ:,the bairns ofthe houſe arc ſo nurtured, & *.uffer 1g 
is nonew life, it is butthe rent of the ſons, baſtirds hive nor ſo 
much of the rent: take kindly & heartlomlyv with his erofs, who 
never yer flew achilde withthec.ofſs ; Hebreweth your cup, 
ther fore drink it patiently & with the better will: Stay & wat 
on, til Chriſt iooſe the knor that faſtcneth his croſ: on your 
back, forheis coming to deliver : & Ipray you, S:fter, learn 
10 be worthy of hi- pains who correEterh , & ler him wring , 8& 
be ye wa hin, for he hath a father? hea-r & afather's hand whe 
is training you up & making you mect for the kigh hall. Fhig 
School of Suff ring is a p:eparation for the King's higher houſe: 
& ler all your vititations ſpcakall thelerters of your Lord? fum- 
monds : they cry. 1. O vain Wo:ld! 2, ObterSn! 3 © 
short & uncertain Time! 4. O fairErernity; that 1- above 
ficknels & Death } 5, © King'y & Pringely B.icegroor ! 
Es Kk & Hater 


(526) Es 
Haſten Glorie's Marriage, shortcn Time's short=ſpun & ſoon. 
broken threed , & conquer Sin! 6. O happy & blefled 
Death, that oolden bridge laid over by Chiift my Lord bery ixt 


Time's clay-banks & heaven's shore ! & the Spirir & the Bride 


ſay Come, & anſwer ye with them", Ever ſo, cameLord eſur\ ' 


Come quickly | Grace be with you, 
'St Audrews. Octob. 15. Your lrother in bs ſweet 
Hs. Lerd leſus, Ss 


C— 


To Mr MATHEW MOWAT. 


,  Rewcrend C5 deay Brother. (39) 
| \ JT Har amItoanſweryou? Alas ! my books arc all bare 
Y h &5hew melictle of God: I would fain goe beyond books 
into his houſe of love, toſcehimſelf, Dear Erorher, neither ye 
. norl, are parties worthy of his love or knowledge. Ah! how 
| hath fin bemiſted & blinded us that we cannot ſee him ? Bur for 
my poorſ If, Lam paincd & like to burſt, becauſe he will not rake 
down the wall,& fetch hi- uncreated beauty,& bring his match- 
leſs, white & ruddy face out of heaven one's errand, that | may 
have h:avcn mceting me'ere Iooctoit, inſuch a wordertyll 
fight: ye kno«: that M jeſty & Love doc humble,becauſe honeely 
love tofinners dwelleth tn him with Majetiy: Ye +hould oLve 
him all bis own coutt-ſtiles, his high & heaven- names. _ Whar 
amlro «hape conc: ptions of my highe!t Lozd > How broad & 
how high & how detp heis above & beyond whar theſe concep- 
tions are, I cannot tel]: but for my own weak practice [u hich 
alas ! can be no rule toone fo deep in love- ſickneſs with Chuſt 
as ye are] I would fain adde to my thoughts & eſteem ofhim, & 
makehim morehich , & would wish an hcart & love ten thou- 
ſand times wider then the outmoſt curcle & curtain that goetha- 
beur the heaven of h-avens, to entertain him in thar heart & 
with thar love, But that which 1s your pain, #y dear Brocker , 
3s mine alſo, I am confounded with thethoughts of him: I know 
God iscaſten [if I may ſpeakſo} in a ſweet mould & lovely 
image , in thc perſon ofthat heayen's jewel, the man C_ & 
: that 


A _—— 
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ES (521) | 
that the ſteps of that ſteep ed > ſtair rotheCodhead is the flech 
of Chiiſt, the new & living way ; & there 1s footing for faith 
in that curious Ark of the h#-7awzry; therein dw elleth the God- 
head married upon our Humanity.I would be in heaven, ſuppole 


11:ad not anoth«.reriand', but to ſee rhat dainty golden Ark & 


God perſonally looking out at ears & eyes & a bo.iy {uch as we 
ſinners have, that I might wear my ſinfull mouth in kifl:s on 
him for evermore; & I know all the Three blfl:d Perfons 
Should be wcll pleaſed, that my piece of faint & created love 


Should firſt coaſt upon the man Cri; 1hould fee th m all 


, 3 % _ . ? *- 4 
through him. Tam called from wiiting by my great imploy- 


ments inthisrown', & haveſaid nothing : but whar can I ſay 
of him: Lerus goe & ſee, = I 7 
St Andrews. 1640* Yours inhis fweet Lord 
| | LEY  Jefſais, S. KR. 
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To my Lady 


K ENMU RE 
M 4 D A M. (49) 


ER. , mercy & peace betoour Lz: Tlamheartily ſorry 
\ FJ thit your La: 1s deprived of ſuch an hysband, & the 
Lord's Kirk of ſo ative & faithfull afiiend, I know your L4: 
long agoe made acquaintance with that whereinChriſt will have 
you joyned in a tcllowship with bimKlf, even with, his own 
Croſs, & hath taught you ro ſtay your ſoul upon the Lord's 

oodwill, who giveth not account of his ;natters to any of us: 


. When he hath led vou through this water that wasin your way 


to glory, there are fewer behur:de: & his order ind:{mifling us, 
& {ending us out of the market , one b forc another, 1srobe 
reycrenced, One year's rime 'of haven shall {wallow 


; up all ſorrows, evinbevond all compariſon : What then 


will not a duration of bl:ſ{:4nels ſo log as God: shall hve 


fully and abuudantly recompenſe * Ir 1s good that: our 
| Kk 5 Lord 


be gone our of the way, chen the earneſt of that which he hath 
purchaſed & pcepared for you, which can neverb- fully preach- 


"heart to con{ider it. So recommending 


F22,) 

Lord hath given a debter obliged by gracious promiſes, for 
more in Eternity then Time can take from you: & I beleeve, 

our L4: hath been now many ycars adviling & thinking what 
that Glory will be winch 1s 2viding the pilerim: & ſtrangers og 
the earth , when they come home, & which we may think of 
love & thirſt for , but wecannot comprehcndit, nor conceive 
of itas it 1s , far leſs can weover-thiukor over-loveit. Ofo 
lone a Chapter , or rather, ſo large a Volume, as Chriſt is 
fa that Divinity of Glory ! - There is no more afhim ler doug 
now to beicen & enjoyed by his children, but as much as may 
fecd hunger in this life , but nor ſfatiſhk:1tt., Your La: is3 
debter ro the Son of God's Croſs , that is weaiing our love 
and affiance in the creature, out of your heart by degrees: or 
rather , the obltgatio.1 ſtandeth to his free grace , who 
carcth for your Ls: in this gracious diſpenſation , - and 
who is preparing & making ready the garments of Salvation for | 

ou, & who calleth you witha new name thatthe mouth of 
the Lord hath named, & purpoſeth to make you a crown of 
glory & a royal diademin the hand of your God. /ſ2. 62.2.3, 
Ye are obliged to friſt him more thn one heaven, & yet he 
craveth not a logg day, ir is faſt coming & is ſure payment, 
chough yegaveno hire for him, yer hath hegiven a great price 
& ranſom for you : & if the bargain were ro make agiin , 
Chriſt would givenolefs for you then what he hath already giv. 


en; he is far from ruing. Ishall wich you no moretill Tune 


ed , written or thoughe of, {ince it hath aot entered tnto the 


g your Ls: totherich 


grace ofour Lord Jeſus, Iam &reſts 


St Andrews Tons La: at all reſpect;ue ob (eruance 
| in Chriſt leſus, S,R. 
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ws. To eMiſtrefs 

y hat | 

Sou * & * L 0 © 

k of, | | 

Clive MISTRESS. (41) 

_ Race, mercy & peace berto you : Though I haveno re- 


lation worldly or acquaintance with you, yet (upon the 
tcliunony & 1unporturity of your Elder fon now at Lezdon 
wheic Iam, but chickily becauſe I eſteem Jeſus Chrift 1n you 
to be in place of all relations ] I make boid 1n Chriſt ro ſpeak my 
poor thoughts to you concerning your Son lately faile:: aflecp 18 
theLord [ who was ſome time under the mwuiiſtery of the wor= 
i thy ſervant of Chriſt, my tcllow-labourer Mr Bla, and by 
\fa whoſe miniſtery I hope he reaped no {mall advantage] | knows 
h of | $Fac© rooteth nor our the affections of a mother , but putreth 
nd them on his wh-el who maketh all things new, that thcy may 
no a Sas 
4 berefined, thercfore {orrow for a dead childe 1s allowed to you 
oa though by meaſure & ounce- weights; the redeemed of the Lord 
have not a dominion or Lordship over their ſor1ow & other af- 
k&ions, to lavich our Chriſt*s go0ds at their pleaſure ; for 38 
are not your own , but benght with a price , & your forrow 15 not 
ov. your own, nor hath he redecmed you by halves; & therefore 
? af JEArenorto make Chrifts crols HO croſs; He commanderh 
OY _ to weep , & rhat Princely one who took up to heaven with 
þ. | ima man's heart, to be a compaſfionat high prieſt , became 
the | your fellow & companion on earth by weeping for rhe dead 
rick | 70h. 11: 35. And therefore ye are to foye that croſs, be- 
cauſe it was once on Chriſt's shoulders before you ; ſorhat by 
his own prattice he hath overguilded and covered your 
croſs with the Mediators luſtre: The cup yedrink was at the 
lip of ſweet Jefus, & he drank of it, &ſo'tt hath a find] of 
his breath: And I conceive ye love it not the worſe that3t: 
is thus Fugared , therefore drink & beleevethe reſurrection of 
your Son*s boly : IFonecoal of hell could fall off the exalted 
1} head teſres, Jeſus the Prince of rhe Kings of rhe earth, & 
barn-me to ashes, knowing I werea parrner with Chriſt, = 
cl 


OR 
may 

IS4 
love 
Of 
whe 


ent, 
Ice 
in, 


(5244) ; 
fellow-sharer with him [ cthoughche nowortiuoſt of men] | 
think I should die a lovely death 1o that fire, with lum: The 
worſt things of Chriſt, even his croſs, have muci of heayen 
from himſelf, & fo hath your Chriſtian ſorrow , being of kinty 
Chriit”, in that k1nde; If your ſorrow werea Baſtard , & not 
of Chriſt's houſe { becauſe of the relation ye havero himun 
cqnfarmiry with his death & ſufferings] [ should the more com- 
p:ihonat your cendition ; but kind: & compaſſionar Jeſus, a 
every ligh ye give for the loſs of your nov —giocificd ci:ilde [ fo 
1 beleeve, as is meet ] with a man's heart cryeth haife mime, | 
was not a witneſs to his death , being called out o: the King« 
dom ; bur ye shall credit theſe whom 1 doecredit { & Idare 
not lye ) he died comfortably 3 Ir is true he died beforc he 
did ſo much ſerviceto Chriſt on earth, as I hope & heartily delire 
your Son Mr Hugh | very dear to me in Jeſus Chriſt } $hall 
doc: Bur that were a reall matter of ſorrow, ifthis were not to 
counterballance it,that he hath changed ſervsce-howſes, bur hath 
not changed ſervices or maſier Rev, 22: 3. And there hall bem 
more curſe , butthe ti,roue of God © of the Lamb hall be mit, © 
hes ſervants thall ſervehm. What he could have don inthis 
lower houſe, he is now upon that ſame ſervice inthe higher 
houſe, &iris all one, it 1s the ſameſervice& the ſame Maſter, 
onely there is a change of conditions: Andycare not to think 
it a bad bargain for your beloved ſon , where he hath gold for 
copper & braſs, Eternity for Time. I beleeve Chriſt hath taught 
you [for givecredit ta ſuch a witneſs of you as your Son 4x 
Hugh | not to ſorrow becagſe he died: All the knot mult 

> he died roo ſcorn, he died too young, be died in the morning of 
bis life, this is all; bur ſovcraignity muſt ſilence your thoughts: 
I was in your condition, [ had but two children, & borh are dead 
finceI came hither : The ſupream and abſolur former of all 


things glycth notan account of any of his matters: The good | 


husband-man may pluck his roſes , & gather in his lilies at mid- 


ſummer, & for ought I dare ſay, in the beginning & rhefirſt | 


ay he 


fummer-moneth : & he may tranſplant young rrees out of the | 


Jower=zround to the higher , where they may have moreof 


the ſun &a more free air, at any ſeaſon of theyear: what is the | 


" 


525.) . 
toyou or me The goods arehis own. The Creator of cs 
& winds A injure | 1f Idare borrow the word] to 

nature, in landing the paſt Dgcr ſo carly . They lovethe ſea 
too well, who complain * 4 fair wind & a delirable tide, and a 
ſpeedy coming ashore , eſpecially a coming ashore1in that land 
where all the inhabirants have everlaſting j 0 joy upon their heads: 
He cannot be too carcly 1:1 heaven : "His t elvehours were 
no: Short hours: And withall it ve confluer this, had ye been 
at his bed-tide, and should have {ern Chiilt comng to him, ye 
would ner, yecould not have adjourn <d Chrilt's free love, who 
would want him no longer: And dy Ing 11 an other land where 
ki n®ther could not c! Ls his cycs, 15not much : whocloſ'd 
Moſfe*s eyes * And who put on his wind:ng-+heet? For oughr 
| know, neither father nor mother nor friend, but God onely : : 
And there is as cxp: dire, fair & catiea way Letwixt Scorlazd 
& heaven, asifh* had diedin the very bed he was born 1n; The 
whole earth is his father's: Any corner of lus facher's houſe is 
ood enough todiein, It may be, the living childe (lIfpcak 
not of Mr tngh ) is more giick to you then the dead: Yeare 
to air on, 1fat anv time God sha all give htm repentance: Chriſt 
waited as Jong pofl: bly on you & Let certainly longer on me: 8& 
thehould deny repentance to him, Icouldiay ſome thing to 
"nk bur [ hope beter things of hinr: It (cemeth that Chriſt w:ll 
have this world your ſtep= lame: 1love not your condition the 
wo.ſe, it may l- a proofthar ye are rota child: of this lower 
houſe, bur a ſtranger : Chriit ſfeerhir nor 200d onely, but your 
wely goed, to be lead thus to heaven : & thiok this a favour, that 
he hath beſtowed upon you, tree, ſreegrace , that 1s , mercy 
withour hire, ye paid nothing for it: And who can put a 
price upon any thing of Royal] and Princ:lv Jeſus Chiiſt ? 
And that God hath o1VCn to you tO {ufler for him the 
ipolliog of your goods, eſt:em it a3 an a&t of free orace 


I alſo: Ye are no loſer; having | Minſelf: AndTI perſwade 


my ſelf, if ye could prize Chritt, norhing could be bitter. 
to _ Grace, grace be with yo!!. 

0 :4on : 1645 Your Bror' er G5 Well- 
wicker, S.R. 
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To BARBARA HAMILTON, 


Worthy Friend. (42) 


Race be to you: I doc unwillingly write unto you 

T vf that which God hath done concerning your ſonin 

law ; onely, I belecve ye look not below Chriſt and the 
higelt and moſt ſupream act of providence, which moveth all 
wheels: And certainly what came dow n enactca & concluded 
tn the great book betore the throne, & {igned & {ubſcribed with 
the hand which never did wrong , Should be kitled & adored by 
us: we {ee God's decrees, when they bring forth ther fruits, all 
ations, good & 111, [weet & ſowre 1n theirtime; But weſce 
not preſently the afrer-birth of God's decree, zo wee , his bleſſed 


end & the 900d that he bringeth our of th: womb of his holy & | 
orle(s counſel: welce his working, & we ſorrow : Theend | 
fhis counſel & working lieth hidden & underneath the ground, 


& therefore we cannot beleeyc: Even amongſt men , weſe 
hewen ſtones, timber & an hundred ſcattered parcels & pieces 
of an houſe, all under-rools, hammers & axes & ſaws ; yet 
the houſe, the beauty & caſe of ſo many lodgings & cale-rooms, 
we neither ſee nor underſtand for the preſent; theſe are but in 
the minde & head of the builder as yet : wee ſeered earth, un- 
broken clods, farrows & ſtones ; bur weſcenor ſummer-lilies, 
roſes, & the beauty of a garden : If ye givethe Lord timeto 
work [as often he that beleeveth not, maketh haſte, bur not 
ſpeed] his end is under the ground, $& ye hall ſceit was your 

ood that your Son hath caanged dwelling=places , bur not his 

laſter: Chriſtthought good to have no moreof his ſervice 
here, yet Rev. 22:3. Hts ſervantschall ſerveh:;a: He ncedeth 
not us or onr ſervice , Either in earth orin heaven: Bur yeare 


tolookrohim , who giveth the hireling both his leave & his | 


waves for his naked aim & purpoſe to ſerve Chriſt, aswell as 
for his labours: Iris put up in Chriſt's account, inch a labourer 
did ſwear fourty years in Chriſt's vineyard , howbett he got net 
leaye ro labour ſo long , bzcauſe he who accepteth of thewl 
for the deed, counteth fo : None can teach the Lord to lay an 
account 
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22count: Henumbercthrhe ann, rain, % knowcth the ſtars 
by rheuc names; It would rakeus much ſtudying to g1vea name 
to every ſtar in the firmament , great or ſmall. See 
Lev. 13: 13. And Aaron held his peace: Ye Know his 
two Sons were jiain , whilſt they off:rcd ſtrange. fire ro: 
the Lord: Command your thoughts ro beliicnt : If the ſoul- 
diets of Newcrſile had don: this, ye might have ſtomacked, but 
the weapon wa 1n another hand : Hear the rod what 1t preach- 
eh, &ſcethenaine of God, M1cah. 6.9. And xnow thai there 
is ſomewhat of God & Heaven intherod : The Majcity ofthe 


{ unſcarchable & botromieſs wayes & judgements of God isnot 


ſeen in the rod , & the ſceing of them r quireth the eyes ofthe 
man of wiſdom. If the ſuffzrings of ſome other with you in 
that loſs could eafe vou , ye want . oh net; But Hecandoene 
wrong, he cannot halt, his goings arc chual v ho hath done it. 
I know ourLord aimeth at more mortification: let him not come 


{ in vat1toyour houſe, & loſe the p 1ns of a mercifull vifite * 


God, the founder , neyer melteth in vain z howbeit ro us , he 
ſcemeth often ro loſe both fiie & m-ttall: But I know years 
morcin this wo:kthen 1 can be: Theic is no cauſe to faint or 
weary. Grace ve with you, & therich conſolation of Jeſus 
Chrift (weeren your crols & ſupport you under it. 1 reſt. 


Lonton, Ofob. rx. Torwri in his Lord 05 
I 645 + Maſier , S.R.- 


To Miſlref HUME. 


Loving Sifter, (43:) 
Race, meicy & peace be tro you ; If ye haveany thing 
IF better then the husband of your youth, ye are Jeſu- Chriſt's 
dcoter for it : Pay not then your debts with orudging: So: row 
may diminish from the [weert fiuit of rightecaſnels ; but quiet 
neſs, filence, ſubmillion & faith , pur a crown upon your fad 
leſles ; ye know whole voice the voice of a crying rod 48, 
Mrcahb. 


(528, 
Micah. 6.9. The name & __ of the Lord is written on 
the cod , read & be mſtruted: Eer Chriſt have the room of 
the. husband ; he hath now no need of you or of your love ; for 
he enzoyecth almuch of the love of Chuift as his heart canbe 
capable of: I ceafels it 15 adcar=bought experience to teach you 
to undervalue the creature; yec It 15 not too dear if Chriſt think 
itſo. I know that thedilpuring of your thoughts agat:iſt his 
going thither, the way & manaer of his death , the-tnſtiu« 
m-nts , th- place, the time, will not caſe your ſpirit, except 
ye riſe higher then f.cond cauſes , & be filent becauſe the Lord 
hath doncir : If we meaſurethe goings ofthe Alinighry & his 
waycs , the bottom whereof we ſe: not, we quite mittake God; 
O how little a portion of Gol ſee we ! He is farabovyeour 
ebb: & narrow thoughts: He ruled the world in wiſdom, 
ere we creatures of yeſterday were born, & $hall rule ir when 
we $hall be lodging be{lide the worms & corruption : Onely, 
learn heavenly wiſdom , ſelf-deniall & mortification by this{ad 
lof, : I know thac itis nor for nothing ( except yedeny Godto 
be-wiſc in all hedoerh ) that ve have lo!i one in earth; - There 
| hath beenroo little of your love & heart in heaven, &rt'rerefore 
the jcaloufie of Chriſt hath done thi: : Ir is a mercy that hecon< 
renderh with you &all your lovers: I shouldd. fireno greater ſav- 
our for my ſelf, thenthar Chriſt laid a neceſſity & took on ſuch 
| bonds upon Infelf; Such an oneI muſt have, &ſuch a ſoiull 
cannot live in heaveii without. /oh. 10.16, And beleeveir, 
it 15 1ncomprechen{tble love,that Chriſt faith, If 7erjoyrac,_lory of 
my fatier, &9 ti ecronmof heavenfſar above men © Angels , I muſt 
eſe all means , thong never ſo vident , tahavetie compa'oy of ſuch 
42 One, for ever © ever ; if with the eyes of wiſdom, as a 
childe of wiſdom, ye julie vour mother 7he wiſdom of God 
[ whoſe child» ye are] ye <hall kiſs & embrace rhis loſs, & 
{ce much of Chriſtin it: Belceve & ſubmit , & referrethe in= 
come of the conſvulations of Jeſus , & rhe vent of therrialto 
your heavenly father, who numbercth all your hairs : Andput 
Chriſt in his own room in your Love: It may b- hehathelther 
been out of his own place, or in a place of love inferiour to 
his worth ; Repaut Chriſt in all his wrongs doncero him, & love 
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(529;) 
him for a husband, & he is a husband to the widdow $hall be thar 
to you, which he hath raken from you. Grace be with you, 


London. Octob. 15, 1Yorr ſhmpathJing Brother. 
I 645. S,R. 


-—  —_ - --—- 
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To BARBARA HAMILTON. 


Lovms Stſler, (44) 


Race, mercy & peace beto you: Ihaveheard with otieÞ 
By that Newrdſile hath raken one more, in a bloody account, 
then before; even your Son in Law, & my ſriend © But hope ye 
havelcarned that much of Chriſt, as not to look to wheel: rol- 
led round about on earth : Earthen veſlcls are rot to diſpurc 
with their Former : peices of fiunng=clay may by reaſoning 
& contending with the Potter, mar the work ofhim , who 
hath his fire in Zion and his farnace in Jeruſalem , as bullocks 
ſweating & wreſtling 1 in the furrow make thcir yoke more hea- 
yie: In quiernels & rcſt ye shall befaved: If mien doe ay thing 
contrary to our heart , we may ask both w/o d;d 77? And what My 
done? Andw hy ? WhenGod hath done any ſuch thing we are 
ro encuire who hath roxe it? And to know that this cometh 
from the Lord , who 1s wonderfull in counſtl : bur we are not 
to ask nhaz? or why f If it be from the Lord [as cc:itainly 
their is noevilinthe city without him £9z225, 3. 6.] itis enough 
the faireſt face of his ſpotleſs way is Lur coming, &yeareto 
beleeve his wor ks aſwell as his word. Violent d:ath isasharcr 
with Chiift in his death , which was violent : it miaketh nor 
much what way we goeto ENS the happic home 1s all, where 
the ronghneſs of the way chall be forgonten : Heis gonchome 
toa friend's houſe and made welcome , and the race O_ 
Time is reco:;npcniſed with ercrnity, and copper with gold : 
God's order is in wiſdem , the husband goes home before the 
wite, and the throng of rhe marker {hall be oyer cre it be 
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long, and another generation where we now are, and at 
length an emptie houſe, and not one of mankinde hall be 
upon the earth within the {ixth part of an hour after the 
carth and rhe works thar are therein shall be bucot up with 
fire: 1 fear more that Chriit 1s about to remove when 
he carrieth home fo much of his plenishing beiore hand : 
Wwe cannot teach the Almighty kuowledge : when he was 
dirc&ing the bullet againſt his ſervant, to ferch out the 
foul, no wife man could cry 10 God, Wro:g, wrozs Lord, 
for he is thize own ; There is no miſt over his eyes who 
is wonderfull in counfel : It Zion be builded with your 
{on in;law's blocd, the Lord [deep in counſcl ] can gley 
together the ſtones of Zion with blood, and with that blood 


' which (is precious in his &ycs: Chriſt hath fewer Jabour- 


ers in: his vineyard then he had ; but ſome moe witneſles 
for his cauſe and the Lord*; Covenant with the three Na-« 
tions.” What is Chriftls gain 1s not your loſs : Let not 
that which is his holy and wiſe will be your nnÞ?lceving 
ſorrow: Though I really judge I had intereſt 1n his dead 
ſervaut; yet becauſe he new liverh ro Chriſt, 1 quire the 
hops I had of his ſuccesfull Iabouring in the mtuiſtery : ] 


. know he now praiſeth the grace that he was to preach: And 
if there were a better thing on his head now in heaven then 


a crown, or any thine more cxcellent then heaven , he 

es, 7 3 | 
would: caſt ir down before his feet , who fitteth on the 
throne: Give glory thereiore to Chriſt as he now doeth, 
and ſry, 7hy ww! be done, The grace and conlolatton of 
Clit be wiih you. 


London.NNov: 5. Y cat's 177 bzs ſweet Lord 
1645. teſws, SS. I 


To 


(531) 
To the vicounteſJe of 


KEE ENMU EK E 


MAD A M. (45) 


Race, mercy & peace be to your Le: though Chriſt loſe. 
307r1me; yer 1 when finfnll men drive his chariot, the wheels 
2 woman £27cn 45 {oon a5 che. 
rt forth her coilereh , yea 1{2. 66:7. b:foresbe. 


of i141. chavtot ove [lowly : Th 
travelicd Sony 
eravelled s.c 5: 0::7he ff tn, ef, ore {07 p12 - ne She was d:il;vered 
of i A. Yet ihe dulty ae of the pople was with the 
woman's gong with chide ſeventy years, that 15 more ther 


nmne ee 15: There be Any OPPOLTONS IN carrying on the 
work; bartT hopethe Lord w i{l burnt own Zion, & he rdence 
tou, That i:1sdone not by mi>tht nor by power, but by the 


Spici it of the Lord, Madam, I haveheard of your infirmiities 
of nn Ar & ſickneſs: I know the iſle shall be mercy toyou, 
& that GoJ's purpoſe, whici 1t:th hidden under groun id to you, 
is, tocommerend the ſweern«ls of hislove, & care to you front 
your youth : : Andif all the (:d loſſes, trials, fickneſtes, in- 
ficcatties, gricfs, heavinzls & inconſtancie of the creature , be 
expounded [.as ſureI am t' 0 are}the rods of rh: jcaloufic of an 
husband in tcaven, contending with all your lovers on eatrly 
( chough there were millions of them ) for your love, toferch 
more of your love home to heaven, ro makett fingleunmixr 
& chaſt to th: faireſt 1n heaven & earth, ro Jeſus the Prince of 
ages, yewll! forgireſto! borrow that word | cvery rod of God, 
& noe fo the Sun goe down on your wrata againſt any meſ= 
finger of your atfiicting & correGting Father.” Since your 
ES cannot bur fee , that the mark at which Chriſt hath 
aimed at, th:ſe rwenty four years and 290ve is, tg have the 
compainy & tellowship of (ſuch a finfull creature 1n haven 
with him for all eternity, and becauſe he will nor (ach 
is the power of his love) enjoy his father's glory and 
thatcrown due to him Wo eternall generation , without you 
by name ; 105. 17: 24. Job. 19:16, [9%.14: 3, Therefore Madaws 
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beleeve no evil of Chrift $1 to no hard reports tha his 
rods make of i1mtoyou: He hath loved you & washed you 
from your fins, & what would ye have more? Is tht too 
little, except he adjourne all croſſes tiil ye be where ye $þail be 
our of all capacity to {i411 or to be crefted? I hope ye cande- 
ficeno mor:, no Freatcy , nor more excellent {utc, then Clift 
& the fellowsh-p of the Lamb for cyermore : And it that de- 
fire be anſwcired in heaycn ( as IL am ſureitis, & ye cannot 
dcnie but it i5 made ſ{areto vou) the want of thele POOT arciaits 
of a living hu«-band , of many children, of an healchfull body, 
2 
of a life of eaſe in the world , withcurt one knet in the rush, are 
nobly made up & may be comſortably boin. Grace, grace 
be with your La: | 


London. October. 16. Y ozr Ln: at allcbedience 
1645. am Chniſl.S. R. 


Toa Chriſtian friend uponthe death 
of his wife. 


Wort y friend. (46) 
JF Delire to tufler with you in theloſs ofa loving 8 good wile, 
I now concb-tore, | 1ccording tothe mericd & oder of him 
of whoſe underitandin & thereis ue ſearching out ] whicher ye are 
tolollow: Hethat made yeſterday to goc befoie this day , & 
te former Jeneration, in b1th & life, to have been before this 
pr.{.nt generation, & hath made ſome flowers ro grow and die 
& witkcrin the nioncth of a7, & others in 1ze, cannot 
be chailen»<d in the orderhe hath made of thivgs without ſouls: 
And fome order he muſt kcep allo here, that one might bury 
anoth:r; Therefore I hope ye hall bedumb8& filent becauke 
the Lord hath done 1t:what creatures or under-cauſes doe 1n fin- 
full miſtakes, are ordered in wiſdom by you Father, at whoſe 
feet your own ſoul & your heaven lierh ,'& fo the dayes of your 


wife. Ifthe place she hath Icft were any other then a priſon of 
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ſin, &the home sheis goneto, any other the 1 wherz herl e14 
& Saviour 1s King of the land, your griefhad oeen more ratio- 
nall; Bur I truſt your faith of the reſurrection of the dead in 
Chriſt, ro glory & tmmortality, will lead you to ſulpend your 
lo1ging for her, till the morning & dawning of thar day, when 
the Archangel shall defcend with a shout , to gather all his pri- 


ſoners our of the grave up to himſelf: To belceve this | 


is beſt for you , & to be filenr b.cauſe he hath done it ,1 your 
wiſdom: Iris much ro come out of the Lord's School of rial , 
wiſer & moreexpettencedin the wayes of God: And itis our 
happineſs , when Chriſt openerh a veine , he taketh nothing 
but 11] blood from his fick ones: Chriſt hath skill ro doe (and 
ifour corruption mar not ) the art of merey incorrecting: we 
cannot of cur ſ-lves take away the tin, the lead &the ſcum 
thar remainethin us: Andif Chriit benot Maſter=of=-work , 
& ifthe furvace goe ir'salone, he nor ſtanding nigh the melting 
of hi; own veſl:l, the labour were loſt & the fo.rnder should melt 
in vaine: God knoweth ſome of ns have loſt much fire, ſweat. 
ing & pairs to our Lo:d ]-ſu;, &rheveſi:1 is almoſt marred, 
the furnace & rod of God ipiit, & day-light burnt, & there- 
probat metrall not taken away, ſo 25 ſome are toan{wer tothe 
Majeſty of God for th: abuſe of many good croſlcs & rich afflic- 
tions loſt withour the quict fruit of righteouſneſs: And it 1s a 
ſad thing when rherod is curſed that never f.uit hall grow on it, 
& except Chriſt's dew fall cown, & his ſ::mm r-ſun hine, & his 
grace follow :Miftions, to cauſethem bring farth fiuir to God, 
they are ſo fruirlef ro us that our evil grourd[rank & fat enough 
for briers ] caſteth up a crope of noiſoaine weeds: Thered 

as the prophet ſaith, Eck, 7: 10, 11.] bloſſometh, pride 
buddeth forth , viol-nce riſcth up into a rod of wickedneſs,& all 
this hath vecn my caſe under many rods tince | ſaw you, Grace 
be with you. 


London 1645. YouYs his ſweet Lord JTe- 
fees NY 
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ToaChri/lian Brother. 


Rewverend C9 biloved :n the Lord. (47) 


FT T may be I have been too long filent, but I hope ye will not 
& impure it to {orgetfulneſs of you. As | have heard ofthedeath 
of your daughter with heavineſs of minde on your behalf, foam 
I much cowfortcd , that she hath evidenced to your (eli & other 
witrefles, the hope ofthe relur:eEtion ofthe dead; as ſown corn 
15 not loſt [-or there 1s more hope of that which is ſown, then of 
that which 15 caten, 1 Cor. 15.42. ]ſoallo is it inthe rc{urreEtion 
ofthe dead; the body 15 lownin corruption, Its raifed 10 i1ncor- 
ruption; it is own in di:-honour, it is raticd in glory, Ihopeye 
wait forthe crope & harveſt, 1 Tf, 4. 14. For if we belceve that 
Teſrs died &5 roſe a:am, even ſoalſo tiem which ſleep ma eſe vall 
God brms with b1ar: then they areaot loſt who are garhered into 
thar Congregation of the firſt-born & the General Aſſembly of 
the Saints : though we cannot ontrun nor overtake them that 
are gone before, yet we hall quickly follow them, & the differ- 
ence is, that she hath the advantage of ſome monerhs or years of 
the Crown, before you & her mother: & we doe nor takeit 111, if 
our children outrun us 1n the life of grace, why thenare we fad if 
they outſtripus in the attainment of the life ofglory? It would 
ſeem that there 15 more reaſon to grieve tharchildre live bchinde 
us,then that they are glortticd & dic before us:all the differcnceis 
1n ſome poor hungry accidents of-time, leſs or more, ſooner or 
latcr:fo the godly childe,though young,aicd ofan hundred years 
old: & ye could not now have beſtowed her þetrer, though rhe 
Choiſc was Chriſt's, nor yours: & Iam ſure, $77, ye cannot now 
fay, shets married againſt the will ofher parents; she might 
more reacily , If alive, fall in the hand of a worſe husband, 
but can ye think that she could have fallen in the hands 
of ons better ? and if Chriſt marry with your houſe , 
ft is your honour not any cauſe of 911: f, that Jeſus should portion 
any of yours ere +he enjoy your poition, is it not great love? the 
parrimony 15 more then apy other could givc;as good a husband 
: Is 


$35+) 

is unpoſſible; to ſay 4 beztcr, : blasphemy. The King & Prince of 
ages can keepthem better then ye can doe: while che was altve, 
yecould intruſt her to Chriſt & recommend her to lus keeping » 
now by an after-faith ye have rctigned herunto him, 1n whole 
boſom doe ſleep all that aredead in the Lord: ye would havelent 
her to glorifiethe Lord upon carth,& he hath borrowed her[with 
promiſe to reſtore her again,1Cor.1 5:53.1 Theſſ.4: 1 5.16:ro be 
an organ ofthe immediate gloritying othimtcltin heiven:finleis 
glorifying of God is better then linfull gloiifyinz of him, Aud 
ſure your prayers concerning her are fultillcd; Isballdefice,tthe. 
Lord shall bepleaſed the ſame way to ditpol: of her mother, thar 
ye have theſame minde: Chriſt cannot muitiply injuries upon, 
you, ifthe fountain be the love of God (as [ hope tt is) yeare 
enriched with loſſes. Ye know all I can ſay, better, betore 
I was in Chriſt, then I can expreſs it. Grace be with you. 


London, Jan. 6. 1646. Toxrs i412 Chris Jeſus, S.R 
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Toa Chriitian Gentlewoman. 


MISTRESS, (48) 


Race, mercy & peace be to you : If Death, whichis be- 

fore you & us'ali, wereany other thing but a friendly diſ- 

ſolution, & a change, not a deſtruction of Life, 1t would ſeem 
a hard voyage to Coe through ſuch a fad & dark trance, ſo thor 
#y 4 vailey, asis thewagesof fin: butIam confident, the way 
'eknow , though your foot never trede in that black shadow ! 
theloſfs of life 15 Catnto you : if Chriſt Jcſus bethe period, the 
end & lodginig-homeat the end of your journey, there 1s no feas 
yegoctoafiiend: & finceye havehad acommunton with him 
in this life , & he hatha pawne & pledge of yours , eyen the 
largeft chare of your love & heart, ye may look Death inthe 
face with joy: IF the heart be in hraven, the remnant of 
you cannor be kept the priſoner of the ſecond Death, But 
though he be the lame Chriſt in the other life,ye found himto be 
L ] + here 
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here , yet keis ſo far in his excellency, beauty, ſweetneſs , ir- 
radiations & beams of Majet:y , above whar he appeared here, 
when he 1s ſeen as he 15, that ye shall misken him, & hechell 
appear a new Chriſt , & his kiſſes, breathings, embracements, 
the perfume; the oyntment of his vame pourcd our on you, 
Shall appear to haye more of God, & a ſtronger (ſmell of heaven, 
of etcruity , of a Godhead, of Majeſty & glory there, then 
here: As waterat the fountain, applcs in the orchard & be. 
fide the tree , have more of ther native ſweerneſs , taſte & 
beauty , then when tranſported to us forme hundred miles , 
I mean not that Chit can loſe any of his ſweetntfs in. the 
carrying , or that hein his Godhead and lovileneſs of preſence, 
can be changed to the woife , betwixt thelittleſpor of the 
earth ye are in, andthe right hand of the father far above all 
heavens ; but the change will bein you, when ye hall have new 
ſenſes, and the ſoul 'shall be a more deep & more capacious 
velleltorakein more of Chiiſt ; and when means , the chariot, 
the Goſpel that heis now carried in, andordizancesthar con 
ycigh tim, $hall be removed: ſure ye cannot now beſaid to 
ſec him face to face , or to drink of the wine of thekigheſt 
fountain , ortotake in ſeas and rides of fre:h love, immedi- 
ately, without veſlels, mids's or meſſengers , at the fountain it 
ſelf, as yeshall doe a few dayes hence; when ye $hall be fo 
near as to be with Chriſt, Zeb, 23: 43, 1th, 17: 24+ Phil,1: 23, 
I Thefs. 4: 17. ye would no doubt beſtow adayes journey, yea, 
many dayes jcurncy.on earth, to gue upto heavenand fetch 
cownany thing of Chriſt : how much moremay vebe willing 
ro make a journey , to o0t in perſon to heaven} it is not loſt 
time, bur gained cternity ] ro en;oy the full Godhead, & then 
inſach a manner as he is not there in his week-dayes apparel, as 
heis here with us, in a drop or the tenth part of anight's 
dewivg of grace & ſweetneſs, but he isthere in his Marriage- 
robe of eloty, richer, more coſtly , more precious, in one 
hem or buron - of that garment of founruin-majeſty , then 
a million of worlds. O the well is deep ! yeshall thinthink 
that Preachers & finfull Ambaſſadors on earth,did bur ſpill & mar 
2185 praifes , when they ſpoke of him and preached h1s —_— 
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Alas ! we but make Chriſt black & leſs lovely , in makins fuck 
inſignificant & dry & cold & low cxpreflions of his higheſt and 
tranſcendent ſuper»excellency, to the daughters of Jerufalum. 
Sure, I have often for iny own part finnedin thi thing : No 
Joubr , Angels doe not fulfill theictask according to their obli= 
ation, 1n that Chriſt Eepr rheir feet from falling with the loſt 


Devils, thaugh ! know they are not behindein ooIng to the ut- 
moſt of created power: but there is {in in our prailing,8: 110 in the 
JUANTIY » beiides other fins : but I muſt Icave this, it 1s too deep 
fi me: Goe& fee & we dctlire to 0 0C with you: Fut we 
are not maſters of our own diet. Ifin tharlaſt joarney ye tread 
ona ſerp:nt inthe way, & thereby wound vour heel , as Jeſus 
Chriſt did before you, the print ofthe wound shall not be known 
at the reſurre&ion ofthe juſt. Dearth is bur an awfom ſtep over 
Time & Sinto ſweet ſeſus Chriſt, who knew & felt the worſt of 
Death, fer Drcath's rceth hurt him: We know Death hath 
noteethnow, nojaws , for thcy are broken: it is a free pri= 
ſon, Cirrzens pay nothing for the Grave, the Jaylor who had 
the power of Death is deſtroved , praiſe & glory be to the firſt 
begotten of thedead. The work poſſibly that may be, 1s, that 
ye leave behinde you, children, husband, & the Church of God 
in miſeries ; bur ye canoor ger them to heaven with you for the 
preſent,ye 5hall not miſs them, & Chrift cannot miſcount one of 
the pooreſt of his lambs: nolad, no girle, n> poor oneshall be a 
miſſing , ere ye ſee them again, intheday rhatthe Son $hall 
render vp the Kingdom to his Father. The evening & the 
Shadow of. very poor hircling is coming, the Church of Chriſt's 
Sun inthis lifes declining Low,not aſoul of the Militant com- 
any will be here within few Generations , our Husband will 
ſend for them all, Ir isarich mercy, we arenot married ro, 
Time longer then the courſe be finis2ed, Ye may rejoyc? that 
yegoe not tv heaventill ye know thar Jeſus ts there bcſorc you, 
that when ye come thither, atyour ficitentry ye may findethe 
ſmell of his oyntments , his Myrrhe, Aloe: & Caſſia; and 
this firſt falutation of his will make you finde, it is no un- 
comfortable thing to die, Qoe and enjoy your gain , live 
en Chriſt's love while ye are here , and all rhe way, as for 
Lt s the 
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(538) 
the Church ye lcave behinde you, the Government is upag 


Chriſt's shoulders , and hewill plead for the blood of his 
Saints: The bush hath been burning above fivethouſand years 
& we never yet ſaw the ashes of this fire: yet a little while & the 
vition shall nor tarry, it $hall fpeak & notlye. 1 am mor 
afraid of mV dury R then of the Head, Chriſt's QOVEINIMENt, 
he cannor fail ro bring judgement to victory. O that wecould 


wait for our hidden life! O that Chriſt would remove the 


covering , draw aſide the curtain oftime, and rent the heay= 
£n; & comedown! O that shadows & nighr Were 9One, that the 
day would break, & he that feederh among the lilies would cry to 
his h:avenly trumperters, a2.2he ready, let ws goe down C5 fold nn. 
gether the fuer eorncrs of the warld £5 marry the Bride. His grace 
be with you. Now if I have found favour with you & if ye 


judge m: faithfull, my laſt ſute to you 1s, that ye would leave | 


mealegacy, & that is, that my name beat the very laſt in your 
prayers, asIdefire allo it may be in the prayers of theſe of your 
Ehriſtian Acquaiatance with whom ye have becn intimare, 


London. Jan. 9. Torr Brother 62 bis own 
1646, Lord lefus, S.R. 


' To my Laay 
KENMULRE, 


M {2 D 4 M. (49) 


Race, mercy & peace beto you: It 1s the leaſt of the prin- 
CI ccly & royal bounty of Jeſus Chrift,to pay a King's debts 
& not to have his ſeryants at alols: his gold is better then yours, 
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& his hundred fold is the in-come & rent of heaven & far aboye 

your revenues: ye are notthe f1:{t who have caſten up your ac- 

counts that way: better have Chriſt your faftor then any other, 

for he tradeth to the advantage ofhis poor ſervants. Bur if the 

hundred fold in this life be ſo well rold, as Chriſt cannor pay you 

with miſcounting or deicerred hope, O what muſt the _ of 
: : | that 


F39 
that Land be, which rendererh every day, & every hour of the 
ff his þ years of loogEterniry,the whole rent ofa year,yea,of morethen 
year | thouſand thouſands of ages, even the weighty 1n=come ofa rich 
& the } Kingdom, not every ſummer once, but every moment! That 
nor: | famme of glory will cake you & all the Angels telling, To bea 
ent, | Tennant to ſicha La:d-lord, whereevery berry & grape of the 
ould | large field beareth no worſe iruir then glory , tulncls of joy & 
the ] pleaſures that endure for evermore, 1 leave It to your felfro | 
ave | think what a ſummer . whata foil, whata garden , muſt be || 
the Y there, and whar muſt bethe commodities of that higheft Land, 
y to | where Sun & Moon are under the tcet of theinhabitants : Surely 
{rn. | the Land cannot be bought with gold , blood, banishmentr , 
race B loſs of father & mother, hu:band, wie, children: Webur 
ye | dwe!l here becauſe we c:n doe no b.tter; it 1s need , not 
ave } yettue, tobe ſojourners in a piiſi.n ; to weep &ligh, & Alas! 
our { to fin 60 or 70 years ina land of tears : the iruits that grow here 
our J areall (caſoncd & ſalted with fin. O how [weet is't that the com- 
pany of the fiſt born should be divided in two great bodies of an 
Army, & ſome in their countrey , & fome tu the way ts their 
countrey ! If it were no more but ro fee once the face ofthe 
Prince ofthis good land, & to be feaſted for eternity with the fat- 
nefs, ſweetnets, dainties ofthe rayes & beams of ppatchleſs glory 
& incomparable fountain-love, it were a welldpent journcy te 
creep, hands & feer, through ſcyen dearhs & ſeven hells, ro 
enjoy him up at the wc!l--head. Onely let us nor weary , the 
miles to thatLand are fewer & shorter then wien we firſt beleey= 
ed: ſtrapgers are not wiſe to quarrel with their Hoſt & complain | 
of thcir lodging; it's a foul way, bura fair home. O that I had Wi 
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- | but ſich grapes & cluſters out ofthe Land, as I hayeſometime 
S | ſeen &raſtedinrheplace where of your Le: maketh mention ! 
S, but rhe hope of ir in rhe end is a heartſom convoy in th- way: it 
% I ſce little more of che cold till the race be end<d,I dare not quar- 


rel:it i; the Lord :T hope his chartor shall goethrough theſe three 


» | Kingdoms, after our ſuffering hall be accomplichcd.- Grace be 
* {| withyou, | p } 
r London, Jan. 2.6, Your £4: 1 Jeſus Chiiſt 
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(540) 
To Mr I. G. 


Revercnd C5 dear Brother (50) 


Shall with my foul delire the peace of theſe Kingdoms, &t 
do: bclceve , it $shall ar lait comeas a river & as the mighty 
waves of the {:3; bat O that we were ripe & 1n readinels to 
receivelit! The pieſerving of two or. three or four or five 
berries 10 the ourmoſt boughs of rhe Olive-rree after the vin- 
age, 15 likero bea great matter ereall bc done: yer Iknow, a 
Cluiter in bothKingdoms ghiall be ſaved,for a blefſi ng is in it:but 
it is not[l fear} fo near to thedawning of the day of Salvation,bur 
that the clouds muſt (end down moe showers of blood, to water 
the vineyard of the Lord, & to eauſt it to bloſſom. Scorland's 
{cum 15 not yet removed, nor is £2laxd%sdroſs & tin taken 
away, nor the filth of our blood purged by the ſpirit ofjudge= 


m-ntr& the ſpirit of Burnirg. But I am too much on this ſad ſub. 


ject, As for myſ:If, Idoe eſteem nothing our of heaven and | 


next toa communion with Jeſus Chriſt, more, then to be in 
the hearts & prayers of the ſtints; I know, he feedeth there 
amongſt the lies till the day brea«x : but Tamara low ebbe, as 
to any ſenfible communion with Chriſt, yea, as low as any 
ſoul can he, & doe ſcarce know where I am , & doe now make 1t 
a Queſtion , If any can goe to him who dwelleth 1n light 
acceſſible through nothing but darkneſs 2 Sure , all that 
come to heaven havea ſtock in Chriſt, but I know not whcre 
mine 15: Itcannot beenough for m2 to belceve the Salvation 
of others, & to know!Chriſt tob- the honey-comb , the Roſe 
of Sh:r0z, the Paradiſe & Eder of the Saints & firſt-horn writ. 
ten in haven, & notto ſee afar the borders of that good land : 
But whar shallI ſay? Either thisis the Lord making grace a 
new creation , where there is pure nothing & fiofull nothing to 
work upon , or I am gon2. Ishould count my foul ingaged 
to your {elf & others there with you, if ye would but carry to 
Chriſt for me a letter of ciphers & non - ſenſe [ for I know not 
how ro make lanzuageof my condition ] onely showing that I 
have necd of his loyc; forI know, many fair & washen ones 


ſtand 
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(541) 
find now in white bcfore the throne , who were onceas black 
as lam, If Chiilt pals his word to wach afinner, it1sleſsts 
him then a word to make fair Angels of black Devils: Onely 
let the art of free Crace be t:gaged, I have not a Cautioner to 

ive Surcty , nor docrh a Mediator, ſuch as he 1s in all per- 

ion, need a Mcdiator: Brut what 1 necd, he Enow«ih : 
onely, 1t 1s his depth or wiſdom to ler fome pats n:ititons of 
milzs over {cors in debr, that thty may ſcand berween the win- 
ning &the loling , in nzcd of more then ordinary fiee grace . 
Chriſt hath bcen multiplying Grace & Mercy above theſe five 
thouſand years, & the latter born heirs have {fo much greater 
euiltineſs, that Chriſt hath pall:d moe expcriments & mu'ti- 
plicd eſlays of heart-loye on others, by mi; bcleeving, after it is 
paſt all queſtion many hundreds of ages , thar Chriſt is rhe un- 
deniable & now uncontroverted Treaſurer of multiplied r= 
demprions; ſo now he is ſaying , The more of the diſcale there 
15, the more of the Phyfictan's art of Grace & tendernels, there 
muſt be: Onely I know , no finnec can putinfinite Grace tot, 
ſo asthe Mcdiator shall have diflicultic or much adoe to fave 
this or that man: Mulions of hells of finners cannot come 
near to exhauſt infinite Grace, Ipray you | remembring my 
loye to your wife & fricnds there] let me findethar I have Sol= 
licitors there amongſt your acquaintance » and Forget not 


Scotland. 


London. Jan. 30, Y ozr Brother in Teſus Chrifh, 
1646. S.:. Ne 


—_—_— 


Tomy Lady 
KENMURE. 


M 4 D 4 M. [51] 


T is too like, the Lord's controverſie with theſe rwo Na- 
tions is bur yet beginning , & that weare ripened & whitefor 
the Lord's fickle, For the particular condition your La: is in, 
| 21977 


$42.) 

anather might ſpeatc,(i "they wonld ſry all Jofmoreſad things. 

| there were not 2 fountain of free Gracc to water the edry ground 
& an uncreated wind to breath on withered & dry bones , we 
Were gone. The wheels of Chrilt's Chariot to pluck us out of 
the womb of many deaths, are winged like Eagles, All I have, 


15, to detire to bulceve thar Cluilk will show all good=willty 


on n0 defign agatnſt y 0, bur ſcekth you to ſave & redeem you! 


inage, in this countrey or inthar, from this inſtcumer or from 
another, except it be to the heightring of your coafolation; be- 
ing now got a5ove & beyond all theſe. © Old age & waxing old | 
a fe Gm written on the faireſt face of the Cum 4 
Pſa.” IO02::26,27. Death from Adam tothe lecond Aditm's 
appearance pliyeth the Kin & reignet th over all, the prime 
har died , his children whic f the _ hath given follow 

x him; & we way ſpeak freely of the life which is here, were it 
haven , there were not much gain 1n goiilinrſs : bur there a 
15 arcſt for the people of God, Chrif=gaan poſleſſeth 1 it 00Y 
1600, years befors many of his members, but it weareth not 
our. Gracebe with you. 


Lor:don. Febr. 16, Your La: in bis ſweex 
1646. Lord, S.R. 


ſive, & as for your La: I know that the Lord Jeſus carrieth ( 


Helizth not in wait for your falF's,, except ir be to ta&e you up; 
Hes way of redeeming is raviciing & taslng : There are moe : 
mizacles of glo1ified tinners in he aven, then can be on the earth, # 
Nothino of'va you, adim, nay not your leaf can wither : We 
Vettly 1 itisa King' 5h if to follow the Lamb: Bur when ye ſee Tl 
him in its own c ountrey at home,ye will chink ye never ſaw him $l 
before: He ha! be admired of all them that belecve,uThef8 1: 10, | P 
Ye may judge how fac all your now {ad dayes&toflings,changes, L 
loflzs, wants conflicts, Shall then be below you. Ye look | P 
tothe Crois, now 1t*s above your head & ſeems to threaten b 
Death as having a Dominion ; bur ir $hall then be fo far below ſ 
yourthou;s ohts,0 or yourtho! (hrs fo far above it,that ye: hall have , 
no lcifure tolend one thought to old=d ated c:ofles,, in youth, 

| 


| (543) 
To the Lady 
a D KF O:- $3 


M 4 D 4 M. (52) 

Race, mercy & peace be toyon: 1t harh ſeerad good [3s 

[ heacr]to him who hath appointed a bounds for the num- 
ber of our monerhs, to garh-r-:n 134caf ofrips corn [in the 
death of your Chriſtian Miorher] inco his garner: It's the more 
evident that winter isncar, when apples without viol:nce of 
vind, docoftheir own accord fall off the tree, Sheis now above 
the winter, with alittle change of place, r.or of a Saviour, oncly 
She enjoyeth him now without mc{lages & in his own 1mmediat 
preſence, from whom she heard by Ictrers & mcflengers before. 
I grant, Death 1s to her a very new thing, bur Heaven was pre 
pared of old : & Chriſt, as enjoyed in his higheſt throne & as loadE 
with gloryS& incomparavly exalted above men & Angels,haying 
ſuch a heavenly Circle of glorified harpers & Mutitcians above, 
compaſſing thethrone with a ſong, is to her a new thing; bur fo 
new , as thefirlt ſummer-roſe or the firſt fruits of thar heavenly 
ficld, or as a new Paradiſe to a traveller broken & worn out of 


breath with the {ad occurrences of along & dirty way. Ye may 


ealily judge , Madam, whata largerecompence is made to all 


her ſervice, her walking with God, & her (orrows, with the firſt 
caſt of the ſoul's cye upon the shining, & adimiravly beautifull 
face of the Lamb that is in the 19idit of that fair & white Arc'y 
that is there, & withrthefiift dravoht & taſte ofthe fountain of 


life fresch & new at the weil-head : Toſay nothing of rhe en- 


joying of that face without a date, for more then rhis terme ' 


of life which we now enjoy. And it coſt her ro more to goe 
thither, bur ro {uffer Dearth ro doe her this picce of ſervice: 
For by him who was dzad & is altve, she was delivered from 
the ſecond death : What then is the firſt dearlrtorhe {rcond ?Þ 
Not aſcratch ofthe hide of a finger, torh« engicts ſeconidcath, 
Ard now «he fittcth for eternity meal-free, 11 a-very Con- 
fiderable Land , which hath more then four f{ummers 
| 18 
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| (544) 
In the year: O what Spring-timeis there ! Even the ſmelling 
ofche odours ofthar great & etervally blooming Roſe of Sha. 
10:2 for ever & ever? Whara fivging life is there? Thereiz I: 
not a dumb birdinallthat large ticld , Eur all ling & breath out ſo 
heaven , joy , glory, dominion , tothe hizh Prince of that 4 
new found Land, Aud verily the Landis theiwecter , that Je- } ** 
fu; Chritt payed fo dear a rent forit, & heis the olory of the A 
LaaJl. All which, I hope , docth not ſo muc}; mitigate & als py 
Icy your griet for her parrſ& truely this should ſeem ſufficient]as : 
the uncrring expretation of the dyyning of that day upon your 
ſelf, andthe hope ye have of the fruition of that ſame King and $ 
Kingdom to your own ſoul: Certainly,the hope ofit when things | 
look lo dark-lixc on bothKinzdoms,mulſt be an exceeding great 
quickning ro languishing ſpirits > who are far from home 
while we are here. What milery to have both a bad way all the | 
day,& nohope of lodging art night? But He hath taken up your | 
lo:iging for you. I can lay no more now bur I pray that the very 
God of peace may eitablish your heart tothe end, I reſt, 


M 4 D 4A M. 


London. Febr, 24, Yor La: at all reſpeive obe. 
1646. atence mth: Lord. S. R, 
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To M- 


Sr. (53) 

_ write nothing for the preſent concerning theſe times[what 

ever otacrs may thinkJbur that which ſpeakerhwrath & judge. 
ment ro theſe Kingdoms. Ifever ye,or any of thatLand received 
the Goſpel in truth Fas I am confident , ye and they did] 
there is here a great departure from thar faith, and our ſuf- 
fcrings are not yet atan end» However, I dareteſtificand die 
for it , that once Chriſt was revealcd in the power of his excel- 
ency and glocy to the ſaints there, and in Scorland, of which 
Il wasa wizacls, I pray God 3 none dcecive you or take the - 
crown 


F4F- 
erown from you: Hell or the gares of Hell cannotraye}, mar,or 
uado2 what Chriſt! choncedond ams ogR yo . Ir may be thar 
[anutcapible of aew heht,% cannot receive cSpirtſwhereof 
ſome vairly | boikt)bur that which was from the __ ng Which 
wehave heard, which we haveſcen with our ey2s5, -Bm wehave 
looked upon, & our DS helen led, even rmewerd if iife, 1 
loh.-1: 2,3. hath D221 d:-£:ared tO Yor: 'L houſe 14s is ofehoatd 
walklngL. that light & that good old way, have gonc co heaven 
& ar2nowhbÞ! CR the 21000; T:uthi: but one, hath no nume 
bers, Chrift & Arc rif} are both now inthe camp, & ace come 
to open blowes: Chritt's poor Ship ſalcth 10 IS ct bicod, the 
t2ngcrs arc fo fea-tick os a high fever, that they miſcall one 
Senn. Chrifi | i kope ] $24ll bring the broken bark toland: I 
had racher ſwim for lie & death on 2n old; >lank,or a broke 0 2rd, 
to land with Chritt, then e;07 the rotten Peace we have hitherto 
had. Ir is like, the Lord will rxkc a ſevere courſe with us, tocaule 
the child.cn of rhefamily agree together, I conceivethar Clrilt 
hath a Sreat @ acigne e of free Srace totheſe Lands; bur his wheels 
muſt moveover a rocks: He never yer woord aBride 
oa earth, butin blood,in fire, &inthe wilderneſs. A croſs ofour 
own chufing , honeyed & ——_ with conſolations, wecatinor 
have: Ithinknot much of 2 croſs when all the children ofthe 
houſe werp with m2 & for me, & to ſuffer when weenjoy the 
communion of Saints, is not much; butir 1s hard when Saints 
rejoyce inthe luffering of Saints & redeemed ones hurt, yea, ever 
002 nigh ro hate redcemed ones. I conſeſs, I im: oined _ 1d 
no more been ſuch an aflition on cart th, or in tha wor id, then 
thar one ele&t Angel should fight againſt another : bur for con- 
tempt of the communioa of Stiats, we havenced of new-born 
crolles, ſcarce eyer heard I the incs are not Chrift,there 
i; no misjudging in him, thereis muchinus, & adoubr iris 07 
we hall hav: fully one heart till wo cnjoy 00% heaven: our ſtar 
light hiderh vs f:om our ſelyec, & hideth us one from AUO 2r, oc 
Chriſt from us all ; but he wiil not be hidden OM [ ks i! 
wish that all rhe Cod ofour father in rar j.1nd De of one min de, 
&that they benot Shaken nor moved from theTruth oncerecety. 
cd: Chriſt was inthar Gojpel, & Clritt1s the ſatne now that he 
M m Was 


46. 
was inthe Prelates time; Thar Cold cannot ſink, it will mah 
you free & bear you out. Chriſt, the ſubject of ir, is the choſe 
of God, & cometh from BoJrah, with garments dyed in blog, 
Ireland & Scotland both mutt be his ficld in which he shall feedy 
gather liltes: ſuppoſe | which yer is, impoſſible ] that fome ha 
an eteruiry of Chriitin zre/and, & alweet ſummer of the Gof. 
pel, & a feait of far thing, for ev:rmore in 1rcl.azd, & oneshoull 
never come toheaven, tit should be a defiravle lite ; the King! 
ſpixenard, Chrilt's p=rfume, his apples of love, his oyntraent,, | 
even down in this lower houſe of clay, area choice heaven ; 0 
what then 1s the King 1n his ownland 1 where theres ſuch a 
throne, ſo many King: palaces, ren thouſand thouſands of 
crowns of 2lory that wanr heads yer rofill them: O ſo much lei. 
ſureas shall betheretofing ! Ofuch atreeas groweth there in 
the midſt of that paradiſe , where the inhabiranrs fing eternally 
under it's branches! Tolook in at a window & fee the branch« 
es burdcned with the apples of life , to bethe laſt mian thar $hall 
come inthitzer, weretoo much for me. Ipray you remem= 
ber me to the Chriſtians there & remember our private Coyc- 
nant. Grace be with you. 


London April 17. Y ozr friend mthe Lord 
1646, Jeſus, S.R. 


To EARLESTOWN Elqer. 
Sir. (54) 


Know ys have learned long agoe, ere I knew any thing of 
| Chriiſt,that if we had the Crol; at our own election, we would 
either bayelaw=ſurery for freedom fromir, or then we would 
haveir honeyed & {ugared wich comforts,ſfo,as the ſweer should 
ovci=.naſter the gall & wormwood. Chriſt knoweth-how to 
breed the ſons of his houſe, & ye will givehimleave to rake his 
own way of diſpenſurio:: with vou, & though it be rough, for= 
Ro ; he dificth you tohave as much patience to him, as 


chath born ro you. Iam ſure, thure caunot adram=weight 
| of 


$7” EW. | 
of oall be leſsin your cup, & ye would not delite, he ſould 

both affift you & hutr your foul. When his people cannor 

have aPcovidence oflilk & roſes,they muſt be eoatent with ſuch 

an one as he carycth out for them : ye would not goe to heaven 

bur with company, & ye may perceivethat the way ofrhele who 

went before you, was through blood, ſufferings, & many 

afflictions: Nay, Chiiſt, the Captain, wentin over thedoor= 

threshold of Paradiſe , bl-eding tod:ath. Icoc not think but 

ye havel-arnzdro ſtoop, though ye (as others) be naturally 

fff, & that ye have found that the apples & ſweet fiuits which 

grow ON that crabb<d tres ofthe Crof ate as {weet as its ſo +re 

to bear 1t; eſpectally conidering thatChrift hith born the whole 

eomplear Ciols, & his Saints bear bur birs & chipes, as the 

Apoſtle faith 7 h: rex wes or lexviygs of the Croſs. I Jude 
yonten thouſand rimes happy that ever ye was Gracc's deter , 
for certainly Chriſt huth ingaged you over head & ears to free 

Grace, & take the debt with you to Erernity . [nmarcnuel's, 
higheſtland, where yefinde before you a houſe- full of Chriſt's 
everlaſting dchrers; theleſs chame to you. Yea, & this low- 
er Kingdom of Grace is but Chrili's Hoſpital & Gueſt=houſe of 
fick folks, whom the brave & noble Phyſician Chriſt hath cur- 
ed upon a venture of life & leath, And if ye be near the water- 
fide ( as I know yeare] all that I can fay is this, Szr, that feel 
by the ſmell ofthat land whichis before you, that it 's a goodly 
Countrey, & it is well payed-for ro your hand , & heis before 
you who will heartily welcome you. O toſuck theſe brealits of 
full conſolarion aboye , & to drink Chriſt's new wine up in his 
f:the:'s houſe, is ſome greater matter then is beleeved ! tincerr 
was brewed from eternity for the head ofthe houſe , & fo many 
thouſand crowned Kings : Rubs in the way where the lodging 
is ſo good arenor much. He that brouchr again from the dead 
the great Shepherd of rhesheep , by the blood of the cteriak 
Covenant, eſtablish you tothe end. 


London May IF. Torr friend 114 ſervant in 
1645, Christ lef25 . So 


Mam» 


(548) 
To his reverend & worthy Brother 


AMr G. GILLESPIE. 


Reverend E9 dear Brother. (55 ) 


I Cannot ſpeak ro you : the way ye know the paſſage 1 is free & 
not ſtopped, the print of the footſteps of the fore-runner is 
clear & mauifeſt, many have gone betore you: Ye will not 
flecp long 11 the duſt before the day break: it is a far shorter 
piece of the hinder=end ofthe night to YOU, then to Abraham & 
alofer;betidea all-the time of their bodies reſting under curruption, 
It is as long yet tothetr day as to your morning lig hr of awake 
1:19 tO glory; ;though their ſpirits having the ad vantage of yours, 
have had now the fore-ſtart of the shore before you. I dare 
ſay noching againſt his diſpenſation: I hopeto follow cnickly 
The heirs thar ace not there before you , are poſting with haſte 
after you, & noneshall rake your lodging over your head, Be 
not keavy,the life of faith is now ca'led Tor: doing was never ICc- 
koned in youraccounts, (though Chriſt in & by you hath done 
more, then by twenty, yeaan hundred gray- .haircd & godly Pa. 
rors) belceving now is your laſt: Lookto that word: Gal.z: 
V. 20. Nevertheleſs Ilroe, 36? nor 7, but Chriftliucth er me: 
Ye know the 7 that liveth, & the 7 that liveth not : It is 
not {ingle Ye that liveth , Chrift | by law liveth in the brok- 
en debicr : Ir is not a lite by doing or holy walking , 
bur the living of Chrift 1n you : If ye 100K ” your tclt 
as divided fom Chriſt, ye muſt be more then heavy : All 
your watts [ dear Brerker] be upon him, ve arc his debter, 
Grace muſt ſumme & ſublciibe YOUr aCTOUNts a5 paid: ſtand not 
upou res, & fall or little SanRification : ye Xnow , 12 
beret Holineſs _ ſand by , when rmapared is all. I fearthe 
clay-houſeis a-rak ang down & undermining ; but it is nigh 
the dawning, look to the Eaſt, the dawning > of glory i is near: 
our Guide is good company & knoweth all the mules & the 
up's & down*sin the way ; the nearer the morning , the darker. 


Come traycller feeth the ciry 2.0 miles of & ar adiſtance ; & 
yer 


49.) 
an wtthin the eight part ofa mile, he cannot ſee it, Tr is all 
<ceping, that ye would now have, till ye need it: & if ſenſe & 
truirion come both at once, it is not your loſs: let Chriſt 
eutour you as he thinks o00d; yecannot be marced nor miſcar- 
ry in his hand, Warr is an excellent qualification, & ms money, 
220 price, to you { who » I know ,, darenor glory in your own 
rishreoulſneſs ] 1s atnels warrantable enough co caſt your it]1f 
upon him who juſtifierh rh: ungodly, Some ſee the gold once, 
& never again till the race*s end : tt 1s coming all inaſummero- 
gether, when yearcina more gracious capacity totell it then 
now. Ye are mt come to the mount thatburxerth with fire, nor 
wrto blackneſs , darkneſs £9 tempeſt ; but ye are come to mount 
Zion,nta the city of tre living God tie heaveniy leruſalem, C5 to an 
grnnmerable compar; of An_els, to the general .14 fjemuly £5 Camry 
of the firjt-bayn , which are written in heavew, 05 to God the l[udge 
of all, C5 the Spirits of 1} men made perfect, ES ro leſs the 
Mediator of tie new Covenant , OS 11116 biood of ſpriakling, ES, 
Yemutt leave the wite ro a more choice husbang, & the children 
ro a better father, If ye leave any teſtimony to the Lord?s work 
& Covenant, againſt boch Malignants & ScCtaries [ which 
I ſuppoſe may be needfll ] let ic be under your hand & ſubſcrib- 


cd before faithfull witnefics, 


St Andrews. S?Pt. 2.7, TY 072r loving Wo] aflided Bro- 
1648. te, S.R. 


To Miſtres 
GFLLESELTS 


Dear Siſter. (56) 


have heard how the Lord hath vifited you, 1n removing the 
childe A4rchitalg, I hope yeſee the ſetting down of the wag ht 
of your confidence & affection upon any created thing, whert- 
M m 3 cx 
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50) 
er husband or childe, is a deceiving thing , & that the Crea« 
ture is not able to bear your weight , but finketh down to very 
nathing under your confidence: and therefore yeare Chriſt's 
debter for all providences of this kinde, even in that he builderk 
an hedge of f tA your way », for fo ye ſee, his gracious 
Intentionis to fave you [If I may ſay fo] whether ye will oe 
not. Ir isarich mercy that the Lord Chriſt will be Maſter of 
y_ willand of ail your dclights, and thar his way is fo fiir 
or the landing of husband & chiidren before-hand in the coun. 
tiey vherherto ye are journeyins, No matter, how little ye 
Leinzaved tothe world, tince ye haveſuch experience of croſs. 
dealin2 1a it: had ys been a childe of the houſe, the world 
would have dealt more warinly with it's own: there is leſs of 
YOu out of h:aven that the childe 1s there and the husband is 
th-re, bur maci inore that your Hcad and Kinſman & Redeem. 
er doeth f-tch ome ſuch as are in danger to be loſt: & fram this 
tine forward, fetch not your comforts from ſuch broken cil. 
rerns & ary wells: if che Lord pull at thercſt, ye mult not be 
the creature that $shall hold when he draweth, 
your caſe is Morc comiortable, then if the fire-fide were well 
pleaish:d wit ten children : the Lord ſaw ye was able by bis 
TIACCTO hear the loſs of husband and childe, & that ye are 
that weak and tender asnct to be able to ſtand under the merc 
of a gracious hisband living, & flewishing in eſteem oak 
Aurhoiity, aa in reputation for Godlinefs and Learning : for 
heknowcth tac w.izhr of theſe mercies would crush you and 
break you: anda tnere 1s no ſcarching out of his underſtand 
inz, {> he hath 5Kill ro know what providence will make 
Churitt ccarit ro you: and Jet nor your heart ſay, ts andll 
wailed drſptzſ-t. 2: fare Chriſt who hath (even eyes , had 
b<forc hin , the good of a lvmg! miiuand wrd idren for Mor. 
rarct urity, & the good of 1 removed hsband and culdren 
tranſlated to :!o yz; now he hath opened his decree toyou : ſay, 
Chriſt hath madgf:r :ne 4 wiſe and gracious cl oice, and 11 aw 
»ot one yord to f ty 072 the contrary. Let nut your heart charge 
any thing, Or Unbcacct libdll injuries upon Chriſt ; becaute 


he 


Truly co me | 
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(551) 
he will-not let you alone , nor give you leave to play the 
idolatreſs with ſuch, as have nor that right to your lovethar 
Chriſt hach. Lsbould wish, ar the reading of this that ve may 
fall. down and make 2a ſuirender of theſe that are gone and 
theſerhat are yet alive, to him: and for you, let him have 
all, and wair for himſelf, for he will come & will not rarry : 
live by faith , and the peace of God guard your heart ; he 
cannor die whoſe yeare. My witc ſuffers with you & remem- 


breth her love to you. 


St Andrews. Auguſt, 14. Yoar brother in 
1649 Chrift, S. R, 


———_ 


————_—. _— 


Tothe worthy & much bououred Collonel 
GT KEE © 


Much honoured &9 zruely wor fy. ( 57 ) 


| hope I hall not nced to shew you that ye are in greater 
hazard from your ſelf and your own fpirit , which would be 
watched over [that your aCtings for God may be clean , ſpi- 
rituall, purely for God , for the Prince of the Kings of the 
earth | then-ye can be in danger from your enemies. O how 
hard 1s it to get the intentions ſo cut off from , aud raiſed 
above the creature, as to be without mixture of crearure :nd 
carnall-intereſts , & ro have the ſoul 1n heavenly aftings onety, 
onely eycing himſ{clfand ating from love to God revealed to 
us in Jeſus Chriſt! Ye will. finde your (elf, your delights, your 
ſolt i glocy [far above the air & breathings of na—_ & the 
thin , shoit , poor ;applauſes of men] before you in God, 
All the creatures, all the (words, all the hoſts in Breza;zm and 
in this poor giob of the habicable world , are but under 
| M m 4 hin 


(552) 
kim fingleciphers making no number,the produtt being nothing, 
& bur painged men & painted {wordsinabrod, without ir:fluerc i 
from him: And O what o: God 1s in Gideon's {word when it 1s - 
ſword of the Lord! I wih a ſword from heaven to you, 

orders from heaven to you to got out, 5 as m uch ——— 
reſle of ahcaycaly will, as to lay & abide by it, 1wll net, { 
51:48 mat goe ont, except ric gce with ze. 1 detirenot to be _ in 
judging,our Lam auirangerio the minde of Chril t,!f our Advyer. 
{aries who have unjuſtly invaded us be not nowin the camp of 
the that make war with the Lamb ; bur the lamb shall over. 


Gorae them at length, for he is the Lack of Lorc's and King of 
Kings , 6 tn y who xe with him arecall-d & choſca & Faithfull: 

& thous I ye & ICevurrhe dari: fide of God' s Glipenl. L1GNS tis 
daytowards Prity Ft tne lair beauritull & defircableciole of it 
miſt beche confederacic of the naticonsofthe world with _ 
z4;;25Lord ofariics:&lwtmedie in the coforts ofthe faith of ih, 
tht th, oneshall beſcr up forChriſt in this liland of grea at Britain 
[waich is & shall ! beaga arden morefui:fall oftices or rightcoul. 
neſs,& paveth &: hall pay moe thouſtnds to the Lord ofthe vine- 
yard then 13 P? 1d intarice the bounds ofereat Brorarre upon the 
ea:th ] And then there can be neither Paps#h, Prelare, Cavalier, 
Maiguart, nor S:Garie who arc era aw aſword againſt him,that 
ficrerh upon therhrons, Sir, I shall wish aclcan Army fo far 
as may be, that theshour ofa King , who hath many crowns, 
may be among you , & that ye may fohr in faith and prevail 
with God firlt; "Think ir your < clory ro have a ſword to att, & 
ſuffer, and ctc ” cifin pleaſe 2 hi 'm) fo! being ye may adde any thing 
to the declacatie glory of Chriſt, the. plant of renow nt, Im- 
nz God with us Happy & thrice blefied re rhey by 
, whoſtatings, or blood,;or pain, or Joſs;thediadems & rutes of 
his 3 higheſt '% glorious crown (whole ye are ) «hall glifter and 
chine 1a this quarter of the habitable world : Though he need 
not Glvert ir nor his ſword ; yer this bonour have ye with his 
redeemed uldld 13, tocall Chrif Hich Lerd Gezeral, of whom 
ye hope for pay, ard all areers well rold: Goe on werth J) 
Sir, in the courage of faith , following tl the Lamb, wake nor 
haſte unbe kevingly; but 1 in hope &lilence keep the watch rower 


& 


(553) 


& look out , he will come in his own time, his falyation 
chall not rarry , he Shall place ſalvation in Britain's Zyon , 
for / frac his glory. His ood will who dwc<lt 1n thebush & 
it burnt not, be yours, & with you» Lam. 


St Andrews, Augult. 10, Yowrs mls ſweet Lord 
1650, iEſus, SR. 


—— 


Tothe worthy & much honoured, Collonel 
9 a 2 © 


Mech howoed C9 wortiry Str. ( 58) 


\ Hat [ wiore ro you befor: I fpake rot upon any private 

warrant: I ata where 1 was, Crowell and his [ { sball 
not lay but there may be, & are, ſeverali ſober & godly amongſt 
them, who hayceither joyncd thiovgh mitintormation , or 
have conc alongſt with the reſt in the fiwplicitie of thei hearrs, 
not knov1ng any thing ] fight in an unjuſt cauſe, agaivit the 
Lore*s ſecret ones: & now to thc trampling of the worship of 
God & perſecuting the people of Godin England & Ireland, he 
hath brought upon his ſcore, the blocd of thepcople of Godin 
Scotland : Iititreat you, Dear Sir, as ye defireto be {ervice- 
able ro Jcſus Chriſt, whoſe free grace prevented you, when ye 
werehis enemy, goc on without fainting, equally elchewing all 
mixture withSedaries & alrgnants,ncither of the two shall eyer 
beinſtrumentall ro ſave the Lords people, or build hi; houſe: And 
without proyh:ſying or ſpeaking further thcn hz whoſeI am,&. 
whom 1 dire to ſerve in the Goſpel of his ſon , (hall warrant; 
I deſire to hope, & doe belcevethere is a glory,8& a majeſty of the 
Prince of the Kings of theearth , that hall shine & appearin 
great Br/7a72, which shall Dacken all the glory of men, COn=- 
Found Sectaries & Malignants, & rejoyce the ſpirits of the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, & dazle the eycs of beholders. Sm, 1 
ſuppoſe that God is togather Malignants & Sectarres ere all be 
done, as $heayes in a barn-floor ; & to bid the Daughter of 
ee I EEG ee he Mm 5 Z108 


(5544) 

Zion ariſe & thresh : I hope Ny will mix with none of them; 
Iam aboundantly fatisfied that our Armie through the ſinful] 
miſcarriage of men hath fallen, & dare ſay, itis a better& 
amore comfortable diſpenſation, then if the Lord had given 
us the victory and thenecks of the reproachers of the way of 
God , bzcauſc heharh doneir: For. 1. More blood, bla 
ſphemics, cruelty, trcachery , muſt be upon the accounts of 
the men , whoſe land the Lord forbade us toinvade. 2. Vic- 
rory is ſucha burdenicg & weighty meicy , that we have net 
ſtrength to bear ir as yer. 3. That was nor the Army nor 
Gideon's three hinderth , by whom he is to ſave us. We muſt 
havcone of the Lord's carviag. 4. Our cnimies on both fides, 
arc not enough hardned nor we enough mortificd tro multitude, 
valour, & Creatures. Grace grace be with you, | 


St Andrews. Sept. 5. Yowr friend E5 ſervant tn his 
I650, ſweet Lord leſs SB 


— 


To the worthy & much honoured (ollanel 
GG KK R $3 


Much honogred £5 worthy Sir, (59) 


T is conſiderable ; that the Lord may , & often docth call 

toa work , & yer hidehimſelf, & try the fairhof his own: 
IfI conceivearight , the Lord hark called you to act againſt that 
enemy, & the withdrawers of their ſword, in my weak apprehen- 
fion , adde their ſeale unto, & take uponthem the guilt of that 
unjuſt invation ofthis Land , made by Croumcl's Army, & ofthe 
blood of the Lord's p<ople in this Kingdom ; fince the ſword 
put intathe hand of his Children is toexecure wrath & venge- 
ance upon evil docrs : the Lord'stime of appearing for his brok- 
en Land, is reſerved to the breathings of the Spirit ofthe Lord, 
ſuch as came upon Grdeorr & Sarmpſon, & that is an Act ofprince- 
by & royal ſoveraignityin God : Yeate, Sr, tolay hold on 


ne” 


55. 
opportunities ofprovidence & to wait for him. As for your par. 
cular treating by your fclves with the invaders of ourland, 1 
haveno mindetait,& doe look upon their way as 4 Carriyng ot 
of the myſtery of iniquity [for Bzbyloz is a ſeat of man 
names ] Szr, lcr this cor treycrite {taad und: cided till the ſecond 
appearance of Jeſs Chriſt, & our Appeal lye before the throne 
undiſcuſicd till that day: I hope toliedown inthe Crave, i 
the faith ofthe juſtneſſe of our cauſe: I ſpeak notling of the 
mantaining the goreatnefſe of men, nor ſubordinate to the 
Prince of the Kings of theearth: I Judge that the blaod of 
the witneſles of clus is found upon the skitrs of this ſociety; af= 
weel as in Babylans skirts: 1 belceve the way of the Lordis 
Col: Gilbert Ker's ſtrength , & glory , & should be countent to. 
want iny part of him ( which is, I confeſle, precious & dear in 
Chriſt){o, he be ſpent in the ſervice of him, who will anone make 
inquilition for the blood ofthe truely godly , which theſe men 
have shedafter faix warning that they werethe godly of Scorlard. 
Worthy Sir, belceve,faint not, ſer your shoulde: under theglo:y of 
Jeſus, that is miſpriſcd in Scorland, & give a teſtimony for 
him , he hath many names in Scozlazd who shall walk with him 
in white ; This deſpiſed Covexzre hall ryine Malygnants , 
Seftaries & Atheiſis: Yera little while & b. hold he cemcth, 
& walketh in the gre:tnefle of his ſtrength, & his garm«nts 
dycd with blood. Oh for the fad & terrible day of the Lord 
upon £nzlazad, their ships of Tarshi:h, rheir fenccd Ciries, &C. 
becauſe ofa broken Coverarz | A conference with the & enemy, 
not to hinder Atting [ © that the Lord would thercby or ſome 


etherway remove the cloud that is over you] if authority would 


concurre, wereto be deſired, but it can hardly be cxfprted;; 
however inthe way of duty & in the filence of taith goe on,if ye 
perish, yeare the firſt of the creation with whom the Lord hath 
raken thar diſpenſatioa. I thould humbly adviſeycu8.r, t9 
lookto that, Dyyrg CF tehild we {rue , hilled all che d.ty long , Ss] 
yet moore then congurizars, Therechall be the heat & warme- 
nefle of ifein your graves, & buried Lones: Bur look not for 


the Lord's coming the higher way onely, for he may come the 


© how little of God doc we ſce, & hoy myfic= 
xious 


lower way ; 
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rious is he ! Chrit known 15 the greateſt ſecrers of 
God: Keepyourſ!f tne love of God, &1n order r9 that, 
as ſar in obcditence & jitbjeton to the King { whole {alvation 
& true happincfle my ſoul detireth ) & co every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's ſaxe, & tothe foundamentall lawes of this 
kingdom, as your Lord requirzth, Sy, ye are 13the hearts & 
prayers ef the Lowi's poople inthis kingdom, &in the other 
two: The Lord hath ſaid, There 5s 4 vleſſurg i the claSter of 
$raps, deftroy itmer. Grace, grace be upon the heaii of him 
that is ſeparatcd from his brethren, . & the goodwill of kim 
that dwelt in the bush be with you. 


Perth 23.Nov.1650. Yoar fervart mbis ſweer 
Lord leſus, S. R. 


—_— ——_ 


— —— 


Tothe worthy & much honoured ,Collonel 
Ss. XxX EE K 


Much honwomred CO worthy Siv. (60.) 


I know not why the people of God should nor rake notice of 
che bonds of any, who have blood in readineſſe to be ler out 
for his cauſe: And Ijudge it was nor of you , that ye died 
not in the undecided controyerſie, which the Lord of the 
whole carth hath with the men, whom he hath ſent againſt us, 
Dear C9 much honoured 1m the Lord, Let me intreat you to be 
far from the thoughts of leaving this Land: I ſceit, & finde 
It, that the Lord hath covered the whole land with a cloud in 
his anger; but though I bave been tempted to the like,l had 
rather be in Scorland, belide avgry Jcſus Chriſt , knowing he 
mindeth no evilto us ; then' in any Edez or earden in theearth: 
If wecan remain united with the Lord's remant in the land , he 
Jaycth up wrath for all ſort of Adverſaries in Briram: Though 
I never ſee the glory ofhis oliſtcring ſword shining in Brita , 
I would bc ſolaccd intheinnocent thoughts [far from revenge] 


that |} 


a © 


FL7 
that the ſaints «hall dip their teer inthe blood 'of the flain of the 
Lord : & tiucly Sr, I ſuppoſe, ye cannot but come to theſe 
thougbis &weak dcefires, betorethe heater of p. ayers, for as little 
as yethink of , & yalue your ſelf: for me,it 1 could minde youin 
your bouds, 1 purpolc not to ſtandtothe acconntye give, Or 
thouzhrs ye havc,ot your {cIchou eh [know yearenot in a whit 
more or lz{}c before him ( who weagheth his own according to 
the weight of impured righteouſnetle, ] for my apprehenfſions. 
Chriſt cannor miſtake you men may,& the caicularion 8: eſteem 
of free grace makerh you to be what ye are. lhope to ſeeyon an e- 


 verlaſtingly obliged debte:tohim, whom ye shall praiſe, but ne- 


yer pay: And truely, ye have no riches but thar &cbt, and I know 
ycLove tobe ingaged to Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt excellent of 
creditors : much joy & ſweetnefſe may ve have in ſtanding 
wiitten io his book : I defire to doe itmy {o]f, & I would have 
you alſo, highly to eſteem the deſigne of Chriſt, who harh 
raiſed the riches of rhe glory of to much grace, abovethe Circle 


of the hcaven ofhcavens our cf very nothings , & contrived his 


| thoughts ot love, ſo,thatlumps ol © loriticd ciay, $hovid ſtand be- 


fore him for all aZes the burdenes & loacen debrters of free, erer- 
nally freegrace. 6&7, y=crunor cait the count of rhe&rents of 
your ſo great intecitance of glory. Giace be with you, 


Edinb: May. 18. 
I6F I, 


I 0:43 ſervant in [ 1s 0W72? Lord 
Jefies s SM. 


— _ — 


[ To the much honoured & truely worthy Collonel 
6G K-E K 


Habakuk 2: 2 4. 


Much honoured Q worthy Sir, (51.) 


Our chains now $hine as much for Ch:iſt, the cauſe being 
his, as your ſword was made famons in acting for that 
cauie: 


0 ye ee ae tO ents atk 


| 8 
eauſe: And bleſſcd are ek LE willingly tender to Chrith 
both ation & blood, doing & ſuffering; Reſiſting unto blood 
ts little for thatprectous & never = enougn cxalred Redeemer , 
who when ye werea buying , gaveblood ſomewhat dearer then 
yegavefor him, eventhe blood of God , Act. 20: 2B. Iknow 
a wan who upon the recelt of a letrer thar ye were killed , & the 
p:ople of God deſtroyed, wiched that he might be quickly under 
tae wall of the higher palace , from under thedint of rhe ſtorm, 
& who lonecd rohavethe weather-beaten & crazie bark {.:fely 
landed in that harbour of eternal] quiztneſle, What further 
ſ-rvice Cirilt hath for you I know nor , itis enoogh , 1n that 
your captivity ye offer your ſervic2 ro Chriſt; bur if I ſeeany 
thing it looks like a merciful defear, I ſee rheNobles & rhe State 
falling oft from Chriſt, & the night coming upon the Prophets, 
which we wou:d pray to prevent , becaule1t 15a rare thing ro ſes 
a fallen ſtar win ever up again tothe firmament ro shine: And 
what if this bethe thick darkneſs going before the break of day, 
Sare, Sr, the Sun hall riſe upon Scorland ; burif 1 hall ſee 
it, or how near it is to day, [lcave that ro him, even unt6 
tehov.ah , who creats upon every awelltes 12 mount Son , C9 w1n 
ber aſſemblies a cloud , £9 a ſmoke by day, C5 the s:ommy of 4 


flaming fire by nigi#. But, Sir, the wilduraciſe 5:4ll rejoyee &5 blojſoh 


as aroſe, & happy he, who hatha bone or anarm, to pur rhe 
Crown upon the head of our higheſt Kiag, whoſe chariot 15 pav- 
ed with love: werethereten thouſand millions of heavens creat- 
edaboyethuſc higheſt heavens , 8 again & as many above them, 
&as many abovethem,till Angels were wearted with counting,it 
were but too lowa ſeat to fix the princely throne of that Lord 
Jeſus | whoſe ye are] above them all: Created heavens 
are too low a ſeat of majeſty for kim. Sincerhen there 1s none 
equal to your maſter & Prince, who hath choſen our for you 
amongſt many ſufferings for ſin , that onely croflz, which 
cometh neareſt in lixneſſe to his own crofle, watercd with con- 
folations, take courage, & comfort your {:1fin him who hath 
choſcn you to glory hereafter & ro a conformity with him here: 
we fools would have a crofſe of our own chuling, & would 
havc our gall '& wormwood ſugarcd, our fire cold , & our 


earth 
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death &grave warmed with heat of 1:f ;but he who hath browghe 
wany children-to glory & loſt cone, 15 our beſt Turous, I 
wish when I am tick thar he may be keeper & comtorter. I 
judge 1r a bletficd fall , thar we arc torfaited Heirs , broken & 
oat of credit, & that Chriftis become a Tutour 1n the place of 
Treewsll, & that we are no moce our own. 1 am broken & 
waſted with the wrath thar is on the land , & have been much 
rempted with 2 defigne to have a Fafſe from Chriſt , whichif 
I had, I would nor itay to bea wicn-fle of our defeQion for 
no mans inrreatie; but I know it is my ſoftneſle & weakneſs who 
would cver be ashore when a fit of ſca-tickneſs cometh on; 
Though I know I shall come ſoon-cnough to thatdelireadle 
countrey, & shall nor bediſplaced , none chall rake my iodg- 
ing. Szr, many eycsarcupon your, & the Godly are excced- 
ingly refreshed that ye liſten not to the wayes of many abour 
you, who with fair words make marchandite of ſouls. Fer, if the 
Way you are 11 be not the way ofChriſt, then woe tome, for 
Iam eternally loſt ; but truly , the Lord Chrift's dealtng with 
with Col: Gelbcye Ker hath proven to methat the new reftatmerte 
& the covenant of grace isa piece, thar a folemne meeting and 
aitembly of all creared Angels, joyne all their wits rogerher , 
could not have deviſed : tince Sw, ye payed nothing for rhe. 
change that Chri:t made, &ye wlll take that debt office grace to 
heaven with you , | for what was Chrift Jeſus 1ndebred toyon 
more then to all your kindred & name? ] Therefore fince 
yeare made his own , follow no other way. What is my falva= 
tion though I should lay it in pawne, It is but a poor pledge] 
that this, this onely 15 the way ; but Chrift is ſurety him{elf 
that it is the way, the fore-runner went before you , and he 
is fafcly landed, & there is a f:ir company before you of ſuch 
as have come out of great eribulation, and have washed thenr gar- 
ments, and made ther white 114 the viood of the Lamb ; to whom 
theſe promiſes arc now performed, he 2i:4t overcomes 5hail eat of the 
mee of life, thar ss m the m1dFs of the Paradiſe of God , and God s1l 
Pipe away all tears from ther eyes , and there Src; be 129 07e aerth, 
Peither ſarrow, nt cryazg , neither shall tlercve amy mare pams 
He that ſrreth on the throwe hall d xl! d120ng them; tf:&y Shatl bun 


$f). 
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ger m more neither thirſt any more , neither chal the ſum lrobt 
them , nr any heat; for the lm” that 151m tle mitts of rhethron 
chail feed them and chat r.the them nn7r.cirumpſubirams of wa. 
zers.1 may Ser, poflibly keep you from beitet works The Gedgf 
peace th t brought again from the» dead the grear shepherdof 
the cheep through the blood of the eternaitcovenant, make you 
eriect. | = GFA 


St. A ndrews. Jan.7. | Yours im leſs Chriſt, 
I 65 I, : _ $I R. % 


JESIINE ————— 
v «0 mn ; © 


we. 


Tothe much honouredaud truely worthz,Collonel 
6 KEE 


Meck henonred ard warthy Sir. . (62) 


have heard of your continued captivity inErg!2ud aswel as i0 

this affliftcd land; bur goc where ye will, ye cannor goe from 
under .your shadow , which is broder then many King= 
 doms: . Ye Chang: lodgings and countreys, but - the ſame 
Lord is before you: if ye were carricd away Captive to the 
-other fide of the ſun, or as far as the riſing of the morning. 
- ftar; - Iris ſpoken to your Mother who hath yet tccetved no 
* billof divorce, which was written to Judah. Mic: 4: 1c; 
Be ra pa; ad labour to ring firth, O Paugizer of Zron, Ukea 
wenan 12 travel: for now 5:4ll t' ou gor fort» out of rh: city, and 


thor 5þ.z!e evell 172 tice freid and 11.0% 5::alr git ever to Babylon, there 


Salt thaw be deirvered , there the Lord thall redeem thee from 2. 
þ ind of thine enemies, Emnglind al be countable foryou, to 
render you back , Ifai, 44: 6.:* {will ſay ro rhe North groe uh, 
and te the South , keep net back, 1t'> aff:tmon that fesh and 


blood lIaughteth at, Fzek. 37:4. DPropheſre pm theſe dry Lones, 


* and ſay emtorhem; Oye dvyvines, hear the wird of the Lord | It 


is a preaching rothe cold grave. - 7 hus ſzith-rhe Lord nts the 
bones, tchold 1 will carfe breati cxter ano yeury and ye call love, and 


 Twilllay frue.ss upors yer, and bring fieik-1sp0n you , and-cover you 
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(551,) 


. with chin ES pur brea?': 112 you ES yechall lrve.Rev. 10:13, Ant 


rhe ſen gavemp tic dead thatwerein it. Berwick mult render back 
the Sco:tish captives, & Col: Ge:bere Ker with them. Iſz. 43: 
v.14 4Jorth#sſa:th the Lerd your Redeemer the holy one of Iſrael, 
for your ſake 1 hve [ xt to bavyos, © bee brought down all theer 
Nebles, and te Caideans vr, ofc cry $512 e2e chiys. Deutr, 30: 4. 
if an; of ther be drrven 0:21 ty te r1mart parts of heaven , frons 
7..e cewlih: Lord thy God gaticrthee, E& from exence will be fercn 
the Z:> $:7. Tha (a8 rac Lord of 2's, behold I will ſave my 
\op.e f1an th cf corntrey und fromt e weſt commtrey,and 1 will 
brim; tem and they hall dwell mn the ridjt of Jerveſ alin , GS they 
S54li be wry Poles 1 wiilte tur Gods, mnt nm rrg.tcouſneſs. 
Ezx, ye are both booked by the Lord , who 3:1.72t,) 22 the People_ 
Pf. $7:5,6. And counted rothe Lord 6c of the houſe &(ſtock, 
P1.22:30.Fearnot,faine not, ali your hatrs ace numbered. It is the 
doftre of rhe People of God , Utat a3 your bonds hithetto have 
been exeppiary,tothe ſtrengthning of thefeeble,& to rk? ſtop- 
pins efthe Nouth of the adverſary, without any declining to 
Liz righr orl-f hand , ſoyour ſuferings in rhe placeye now 
goe ta, may be { as we are confident ia the Lord of 
you, and 1a huaiti:iry boaſt of his race tn you] favou- 
7, convincing , aid like uuro this honourable cauſe , 
ti:2r will prevatiin Brira.z, contrary to all the Machina= 
tions and counſels of Devils & men , & though there were no 
orterink inthepen I now write with, burſomedewing of my 
I:t cooling bloa4, this | pu:paſ: [ 1s Frace, whoſs lam, ena- 
bling me} ro Stznd toe. Sm, we deitetoadorenoinſtraments, 
Vt WE CONTELVE TH SALE? g & rayes of Grace from the fountain 
Tels; Chrift, the fulngls of ths Gidpend, betowed on linfulmen, 
Mold forth the oo0d ron ht of Chiittts this poor land, whoſe: 
mu'tipicd graves, and wawlt ſouls under rhe Altar, flainby 
Seitartes & Malrzzats, cry alouito heaven : I ſee nothing ot, 
:tracLord benot near [though | dare 12t {iy how foon] ro awak 
for the year of Zion's contro -ertic, [21.34 :5 for m2y ſword 52,211 be 
bahed in heave , boholdic shatl conedownuon Enlaud and 
the relidue of his cacmics 1a Scarlazd. Woeis me for Engiand,. 
that land shatkbe ſoaked with blood, and their duſt made far 


N n with 
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with fatneſs_ : That pleaſant land shall be, witderpefſe, &th*® 
duſt of their land pitch : A judgement upon their walled rowng? 
th i: plealany feilds, rheir ſtroug chips &c,if they doe noruepent. 
Ye have norl_ conceive, Gen fuch arching. & trying jimes as 
now theſeare\, & yer, the queſtion will be drawn toa more nate 
row ſtate,& multitudes will yerleaverhecaule; lor werook all 
tothe-Covenaer that offered ro build withus, bur Ldy ith guy 
have bura {mallremnant; few Noblesif any, fr Myriſeregfew 
Trofea%;, though.our way ſtand.rhunchang:d, 2 Co1;5;8). fp 
honour C5 dr. honour by £cod report coil reporg, 45 deer; gry (9: 388 
True as om known aid yer well knowm,as dying and. Wfbid aelauegns 
cidjtned and yer mot kulled. Neither is this your condinign alons, 

ar the experie:.cedlot of all the ſaints that havegone before 
you.” Iris one & theſame croſs of Chriſt, burcherc be fur d> 
ry faces. & diverfecucumſtances in thfame remvant,, the fuk 
Frrings of Chiiſt,,& yours. Sy, to be dellyert (to Souldjers 
& incaprivity , fosketh like his ſufferings, of whom Ifaiah ſau] 
Chap. 53:8, he was taken from pitſon »& 10M jud8cment, V.CA 
& taken bound, oh. 18: 12. when the cauſe1s. the tiurh, of Gog, 
theluſtreand face of ſuffering is. ſomuch the mare lovely ,, that 
it hath the hew & colour of Chiift's lvfferiogs \. who, cydurcd 
contrad IKion of Enners, and defpited theghame;. O.itis a;oregt 
wo.d, Chrif: 5,4z0d and Chriſt abaſed | butthus was the Head 
& ſoarethe memb:rs dealt with 1n the wo: lg ;, and truely any 
thiag of Chiitt cyen the worſt of Him frolpeakeſa)his reproach 
and shameare loveiy. Though ſup:riiticus love rothcwarcriall 
ciofſe he {uF. red vpou,be foolery,&dotirg upon therholy grave 
be curſed xolatty ; yer is there a communion with Emin his 
ſufferings mo't dceiirable, 1 Per, 4: 15. G7 rejayce in as much as 
; | are Dart tk 5 o C ar F {ef} ET SS 5 | Sg w Dich ſeu le., TRE CUP 
thar his Jiptouched , hath. fwcertcr taſte, even. thovgh death 
wercinit: The grave, becautc Fg cidlicin ir, 15 ſo much the 
ſofcer, & the wore refie:hinll a b:d of reſt ;. And that part of 
thesky & clouds that the Beloved $1 all breakthrough &£c9me £9 
judg: ment, it isas lovely a pi ccof thecreated heaven.asany-is, 
if we may lov? theground he goeth on the better ; Bur ajl this 
'Isto beund.1ſtood 1n a fſpirituall manner, The Lord<alleth yau, 
Sr, 


lin 


bes 


$+;,"[agon whomrhe Epic If God & his glory reſteth]ropur 
Your ID's fpvew ro this diſpenſation, & requireth of us that 
onr defitts follow the now=dcClared decree of God concerning 
the deſotition of our fiofull land”, fo many waycs emlry of 2 
eefpiſe# Goſpel and a broken Cavenitat , and that with all ſub= 
mattfion: 'Slrtaialy no man hath failed morcin this thing then 
ys pn to you; for [have brought my healthin great 
Hazard Cormichtcd my fpitir with exceſſive grief for our 
preſnt provocations & the rentings of our, Kuik; aud {ſeeir is 
achallenoine'f, & a bold pleading agaivſt him , «pox whoſe 
5 6j2MeF TRY PoDcimert is, tſie. 22: 24. The Failerbath tai 4 
glories tris P on Chriſt, v.23, & 1wilif rfienkhim as a nailins 


* 4. a% #f 


the waſting of our land , ftarving and fami.hing of the 
Kingdom), ' which is worſe then the ſword ; bur this - 8 
finfull courradidting of the Lord's revealed decree: His wiſciont - 
ſaith' $ps:lavg £3 deſel.nt0n ts beſt for Scirland , & welay , Net, 
& foaceulc Chriſt 0? miſgovernment,& o: nor being truetothe 
truſt pur upon him : Bur fince he docth nor drag the govern- 
men at by bgel;\, bat hark it upon his shoulder ,. & fince the 
hl Aftincd itt afure place cannot be broken, nor can the ſmal. 
It vell:1 fail ro finde ſwect ſeemtity in dependence upon him; 
Anceall che weight ofheaven & carth, of redeemed ſaints & con- 

tmed Angrls, is opon his choulder; Tama fool, & brutish 
tgimagiar ; "that Ican adde any thing to Chriſi's ſpeciall care of 
X tenireſito ls p:ople: He who ke.perh the baſons & knives 
of his! touls; & bing th the vef]:1; back again tothe fecond 
temple£9r5:1:8,9, 10. muſt hayca moce tender care 'of his 
redeemed” ones, then of a. ſpoon , or of Peter's' old shoes 3 
whith yer mult nor be loſt in his captivity £4.12: 8. Ofor 
Ftacerofaifer Chriſtro turour hisown Minors & young Heirs! 
_ Ni 2 Bae 
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564) 
But we cannot endure to be undcr the aftings of his govern. 
men: We lave too much to be our ems > Ohow tweet ro 
be wholly Chiift's, & wholly in Chit! To be our ofthe crean 
rures Owning , & made compleat tn Chiift, to itve by faith 
+0 Chritt, & to be once for all cloth: with rhe cover: d Ma. 
jelty & glory of che Son of God , Wwacreln ie mares ail bis 
friends and followers sharers f!2u Fo dwcll tn 1mmanuers 
bign and bl.4:4 Jana, and live intaat tweet ar, where 
no wind blowah , but the broatht:gs of rav Holy Ghoſt 4 
No fcas or floods Row , but the pure water o- life , rhat 
proccedeth frum under the throne and from tbe Lami>z - No 
pianing but the tro of life , rhar yeeldech wwelve rranner of 
frnits every meuers:;  Whar doe webhore bur fin and feffer? 
O when + hill the rzzhr be gone. the shadows Por vway-and 
the morniay of thar long , ions diy , withoar clalw or fight, 
dawn! The Spirit & the Bride ftv Coz, © when »hall rhe 
Loami?s wif: be: ready, 3nd the Brideg: 001m try Core! Herthy 
Fir, I winds you tothe hearer of prayer, Ounclp mc in rear 
kindt The Spirir of Jeſus be with your Spi.1t. 

S. Andrews, Mav, 14. 

165 I, 


Z ours 12t: 0ittly, onety 
Lerd 1efiis, S. R. 
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To my Lady 
S }ENMULE. 


,M 4 D 4&4 A. (63) 


-  4> 4 


Racez mercy & peace berto youu: We are allen in winfowing 

CJ & reying times: | am 9!aGd that yours breath ici veih you ro 
run totheend, in the ſame condition & way whercin ye have 
walked theſe twenty years paſt: It is either the way of peace,or,we 
are yet in our fins, & have mifled the way : the Lord [1:srrue] 
hath ftained the pride of all our glory , & now lait of all the 
ſun hath gone down upon many of the Prophets ; bur ſtumble 
not, men aremen, & Gedappeareth morc & more tg be God, 


: 


| - 


565.) 
& Chriſti: ill Chriſt, Pk. , ſtronger then I am, had, al- 
moſt ſtumbl.d me & calt me down ; Bur O what meicy 15 1t, ko 
diſcern berwixt whatis Chriſt's & what is man's, & what way 
the hew , colour & luſtre of gifts & grace, dazle& deceive our 
weak cves ! Ohtobedeadto all chingsthat are below Chritt, 
wereitevena created: heaven & created grace! Holineſs15 not 
Chriſt , norate the bloſſoms & fowers of the tice of life, the 
riecirfelf; Men & creatures tray windethem(clvesin berween 
us & Chriſt ; & thereforerhe Lord hath done much ro take out 
of the way all betwixt him and us: There are aot in our way 
now, Kings, or Armies, or;Nobles , or Judicatozie: , or ſtroag 
holds, or watchmen , or codly profeſſuurs : The faireſtthings 
& moſt eminent in Fr/7.:72 are ſtained and fave loſt their luſtres 
Onely , onely Chriſt keeps his greengeſs & beauty,% remainech 
what he was: Oh! Ithewere more & more ezcclientto out 
apprehenſions then Ever he was | whoſe excellency ts above 
all apprehenſions } & fill more & more ſweer to our taſte, 
I care for nothing, if ſo beI wete ncarer to hita, & yet he flyeth 
not from me, I flee from him, bur he purſueth, I hear your La: 
hath theſameeftce ofthe detbiled c.2;5ſe & Coverrant of our Lord, 
yehad before: Medi, hold you there: Idarc& would glade 
ly breath our my ſpirit inthat way , with ancarer communien 
& tcllowship with the Father & the Son, & would ſeek no more, 
bur, that L might dic, belecving : And alfo 1 would hope thar 
thecarch Shall not coverthe blood ofthe Godly ſlainin Scorland; 
but rharthe Lo:d will make inquilition for their blood, when 
the ſufferings of he faints in thele lands shall be fulfilled, The 
goodwill of him thar dwelt in rhe bush be with you. 


| Glaſgow. Sepr: 28, Your La: at all coſervancetu the 
1651. Lerd ſeſus, S.R 
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MAD 4AM. ——  . 

(Gut) mie price be to you;  Thioy/ 3erhinte 
JF, anrour=moune of Var your QUANAES 10 T ihe, 20> piiee 
-abodcin thic lifeis Short : fer we flee away. as 4 chadow, the de= 
 clining of the Sun & the lengthning of the chadow (aith ,; qur 
- Journey ixshort & near the end: 1 ſpeak it becauſe T have war- 
-nings of my removal. Madam, 1 know not; any, againſt 
*whomrtheLord is not: forthe 1s againſt rhe proud avd lofey, 

the'day of Y..e Lord is upon all the Cedars, ei all the | * 
| THT ASS , #por every high tawer and pon every crced wail, 
24pon allche shezs if Tarsh;mm C5 upon allpleaſant pictures. I knaw 
' not any thing comparable to a nearnefs & ſpicituall commy- 
nion with the Father & rhe Son Chriſt - there is much.deadneſ. & 
wither edneſs upon many ſpirits, ſoigetimes near to God :. and1 
wishthe Lord 5ave not more to ſay & to doc againſt rhe Lang, 
 Yehave, Madam, inyouraccounts , mercies. deliverance, 
- rods, warnings, plenty of means, confolations,, when re 
fuge failed you , whenye looked on the right hand , & behold 
no man would know you nor carefor your ſoul, when young & 
. weak, manifeſtations of God , the out-goings of the Lotd for 
"you, experiences, anſwers from the Lord ; by all.which ye 
- may be comforted now & confirmed in the'certain hopethat 
-Gracce, free Gracein a fixed & cſtibliched Surety , shall perfedt 


chat good workin you : happy they whoſec nar 8: yet belecys! 
Grace, gracecternally in our Loid” Jeſus be with you,” © 
- Edinburgh. May. 27. Yourrin the Lore 
we? IM 1653. Teſws . I. R., 
| Ez cM.) 
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KENMURE. 


M.4 D 4 M. (£5) E 


; Fr been ſo, long filent rhar- I am. almoſt achamedmow-te 


#277 4 hag LE Ys <2 
fpeak. I hear of your weakly condition of bodv which ſpeak- 


{001 Iavdb iv db + 5 . , | 207 25 - 
"th ſome warning ro you,, tolook for alongerlite, where ye 


SY DJB% 45 8 EL G : t- > P . 
SKIT hive more. icifure to praiſe then Time can give you here : 


Arshatt bealo's ro many ,. bur ſure, your (cif,. Mdarn ,. chall 


"He onely freeofanylofs. © And truly confidering what dayes we 
aremow fallen into, if failing were not ſerving of the Lord 
I Meh [ can Hardly arrain } a cal, harbour were very good , 
*Sih-p ſtorms are ſs high: The fore-runner who hath landed 
'Kirit,,. muſt helpro bring the {ea-beaten veſſel facto theport, 
*& thelick paffengers who are following the fore-runner , Gafe 
'a=;hote,' ,” Much deadnefs, prevaile h over ſome; - bur there 
s much life” in him who is che reſcerretion and tho life, to 
quicken... O what ofourhid lifcis without us, & how little 8 
poor a ſtock is in the hand of ſome! The oncly wiſe God ſupply 
whatis wanting: the more ye want, & the moreyour joy hath 
Fun On., the more is owing to you by the pronuſe of Grace; 
by gOns' Ct watcrings from heaven, which vour £4 -, wanted 
10 Renmaye Reſco, the Weſt, Clafgow, Edimburgh, England, 
etc.,”* Shall all com-inagreat ſumme rog:ther : rhe maruage- 
ſupper of the Lamb muſt not be marred with roo large a four- 
kaurs-refrechment. Know, Madam, he who hath tutqured 

«4 #7 a f6e + 4 SR | - 74 -z4tl 
you from the breaſts, knoweth, how torime his own day-shin- 


mos &love-viſirs, . Grace that runs on,, þe with you, 5 
I. Andrews. _ Yours im the Lord xt all 
Nn 4 re 


(588) 
Tomy Lady 
KENMUR E. 


MAD AM, - (66) 


Cons I have cauſery be grizvedar my long ſilence or La- 
Lzincſsin writing: Iamalto es her » That ſuch, who 
were'dcbrers to your £4: for berter dealing , haveſeryed you 
vithſuchprevarication; Yeknow creak:dnc(s is neither iron 
nor tong=2rdaring , & ye know likes ile rh.3.theſe things 
ipring; ho. out ofthe duſt: It's (weet ro look upon the lays (5 
& {in :[Ntirrings ofthecreatures, as ordered by a mod}, holy 
hand in heaven. Oiffomecoulid make peace with God} .. Ir 
weuld be our wiſdom, & afford us much {weer peace, ifeppre$, 
ſours'were looked upon as poſſive ioft;uments , like the ſaw. or 


ak inthe Carpenters hand; they are bidJen f[ifſuch,a d.ſtinRian. 


may beadmitted] bur net commanded of God ( as Shimes was. 
2, Sam. 16:10, ) todo? what they doe. Madam , chile ma- 
oy yearsthe Lord hath beep teaching you, tore:d & ſtudy well 


the book of holy , holy & ſporief joreraignity , in ſuffering 


from ſome nigh h:nd & ſomefac of; Whocycr be the inftru- 
ments, rke replying of clay rothe Potter, the Former of all, 
is unbeſeeming the not ing create; Thope heckall clear you, 


but when Zion's publict evil: terct nigh lome of us , &lcave . 
noimprefſion upon our hearts, 1t is no wonder thas we be exer-= 
cifed with'don-cſiici; rroubles; but I know ye are taught of 
Got to prefer Jcruſal:zm to your chiekeſt joy, Madam , 


there is no cauſe of frinting; Waitupon the nor-tarrying vi-. 


fion , for ic will ſpeak, The cncly wile God be with you, & 
Godeyen your own God bleſs you, 


St Andrews June, Yours at all obſervante im 
I657. Go, S.R. 
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To my Lady 
" KENMURE. 
M 41 D 4 NL 07-1 


- Should not fo; rget vous but my deadnefy, under a threat. 
ning=! Iroke, both of a fa! ling Clarch, a brokey- Covenant , 


' adefpited remnunt, & ct: 1ziel; of body [thar.l caanox get.apicce 


lickly cl 'cariyed about Fom ove hovſe or townto Wether } 
lizs moſt he-vy on me: The Loid hath cemaved Scutland's. 
crown , fot we owned not his crown ;. wefictted at his Cathos 
lick” Governinent of rhe world, & ficrecd thathe would not be. 
ruled & * by us, inbreakivg our adyerfaries ; & he makes us 
luFcr & pin Q away iN our in qui ties urderthe raken Goyern: 
mentofkichoide, © Ir's like, if would beour {nareto betryed | 
with the honour ofapeaccable Reformation, we might marthe 
caryid' work of lus houſe worſe then the fe againſt  whous we 
wry out. It's like he hath bidd<n us 1;e on our lcſt fide three 
Eundred & ninetiedayes, & yaloaſtonishing is our ftupiditie, 
thar we moan not our fore file: Our gold i is become dim 
the vilige of our Nuz,trites. is become black , the Sun. is gone 
down on our Scere, thecrown is falle en from ous hcds ps 
like hears. Lord fave us frem that, Fe t PAY» 12 maze tham, 
wil net have mere on tem, Thehear of tv $cr:be medirats 
error. Ch, Madam iithe Loid would help to more, ſelf. judg- 
ing , and tomaxe ſure 2n inteteſtio Chizt ! Ah : ve for. 
or etet nity , &1it approacherh quickly, Grace be yitk YOu. 


St Andrewes, 209 Nov. To La: at wt; !abediench 
IG57. in tbe Lird,, SR. 
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:F am aghimed of, my lon c likence royour'Eis;:X our tobogs & 
7, wanderings'/are known-30 him ,” upon whom',ye hays een 
xakfrom the breaſts, & who-hath-been your Godof old f::The 
zemporall loſk of-creareres dear to youthere:;; nizy'b: rhemore 
eailycadarcd, that the gainofons who onely hath immotta- 
Iirygroweth.. There'is an uni verſal:complunrefdeadnefs gf 
fpiricon all thar know God ;. he-that writes<to you s. Madam, 
teas dcep in this asany', &izafraid ofaftrorg\8& hot; bartiebe- 
fore time he at a cloſe; but no matter if the Lord crown:aWwwith 
the victorious trtumphing of faith. God reacherh us by ter- 
rible things in rightcousnefs: we ſee many things, but we 
ebſcrve nothing. Our drink i; ſowte, gray hairs are here & 
thereon us, & wechange many Lords & Rulers; but theEſam c 
bondage of foul & body remains : Welivelittle by faith , bur 
nuich by ſenſe, according to-thrermes, & by humane policy: 
The watchmen ficep , & the people perish for lack of know- 
iedge. How can webe enlightened. when we turn our back 
on the Sun? And muſt we nt be withered when weleave the 
fountain > It should bemy on-ly deſire to be. a miniſter gifted 
wich the white ſtone & the new name written 02 ix. - . I, judge 
ir, werefix. [now when tall Profeſſors, -& when many (tars fa 
frambeayen,. &.God poureth the Iſle of great Breeernfrom vel; 

1co veſſel ,--& yer weft & are (erled on our lees} ro conlider 


pee, he cup th lo handamong gon 
thereis lychs 
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(F1.) ; 
che flourishof miniſterial or Couptrey-holineſs 2 Dear Lady, 
{ am aftaidof prevailing ſecuty > we watch little, f I have 
niainly relation gp my {elf} we wraitle lietlet:Tam likeanerra- 
velling inthe night, whoſees a Spirit & ſwears for fear, 8& dare 
got ell ir to his E-low 'or encreafing his own.fear ;, howeyer, I 

am ſyre whea the Maſter is nigh ins coming , 1t-were ſafe to 
wrireoxcrizdouble& new copyot: ouraccouns' of the fins of 
1:4uce;- childhood; yourh, riper years; ' &oldagei!” :Whar if 
-Ekriſt haveanother written repreſentation of merhen lhaveof 
"myi[elf; fujehisisnght; & ifieconcradiftmy miltaking$ tins 
felly-erroneoug account of- myklE., at .whcre' am I then 2 
Buty:'Myzfgam'; 1 diſcourage none, Iknow:Chriſt harh'made 
anew piirriape: contract oftove; & ſealed it with his blood ; & 
the>rrembling” belecyer $hall-nor be confounded. - Grace be 
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bein i Mblads BY of Mao [69] 60k 4 ngrngd] 


ſee more nl rk ofthe riohr hand of rhe Lord, inteviving's 
1y-woonlng and cruched Land & Church.” Though 1 was 
lately knocking at deaths gate , *ycr could I not get it}, ir wi 


brebderh Jiftance omGed, Maitim, Theſe manyyeirvrie FOR 
hatffler youſee a cliar differer ce'berv ixt theft y Foftfyr Gad;&e 
love; bis name ©, & theſe who Tervehim not*-&Tjitdse velook 
SE 12 GL EEE a LIE II a AA of ive feb. f 

ypon'the way Þ* Chrift a5 the ohcly beſt way, &rharye work 
age etthange Chiilt for theworlds God, or their Majrifiows 


_ 


&rharye can give Chiiſt areftumony of chief among ten-thou- 
fand: True tit 1s, that many of us have fillen from our fitft 
love ; but Chriſt hath renewed his firſt Ioye of our cipoulalsto 
Himflf, & mulrtiplicd the ſekers of God all the countrey o- 
ver, even where Chit was ſcarce names, Eait & Weſt & South 
& No:th, aboyethe number that our farh: rs ever krew. But 
ah! Madam, what Shall bedonc or ſud o: many falicn ſtars, 
aid many i.car ro God, complying wotully ard {.1ling to the 
ncareſt shore? Yea, & we are conſumed in the furnace but 
not inelted, burnt bur not purged, our drofs isnot remove 
ed, but our ſcum remains in us: & in the furnace we fret, 
we faint & "'['which is more range] we flumber : The fire 
burn-th round. about us, & we hy ic not to heart: Gray 
kiirs are upon us & we know it not. It weie now a deft= 


reable life ro.ſend away our leye to heaven , & well become .. .- 
cth it us to wait on for the appointed change, yet fo as we | 


shonld be meditating thus, Is there a new world above the 
Sun & moon, & is there ſuch ablfl:d company harping & 
ſinging Haliclujahs to the lambup above? Why thenare we 
eaken with a vain life of fighing & iinning? O where 1s our 
wifkdom that we fit ſtill lay bing , cating , ſleeping priſoners , 
& doe nor pack up all our Bn things for the journey, defiring 
alwaycsto beclothed with our houſe from aboye, not made wit 


hands! Ah, weſgyour not the things thatareabove, nor doe 


we ſmell ofglory ere we come thither , but wetranſact & agree 
with Time fora new leaſe of clzy-manfions: Bchold he comerh 
welkep, & turn all thework of dutics into adiſpute ofevents 
for deliverance; but the greateſt haſte, ro be humbled for a brok- 
en & aburicd Comrarr, is firit & laſt forgotren: Andallour 
icfis, the Lord lingers, caemies triumph, Godly ones ſuffer, 
Athcifts blaſpherae. Ah, we pray not! Eut wonder thar Chriſt 
cometh nor che higher way by might, - by power , by gar= 
mentsrollicd ia blood ! What ifhe comethe lower way ? lure, 
welinin putting the book in his hand, as if we could reach the 
Almighty knowledge: we make haſte , we buleeve not : Let 
the onely wiſe God alone, he firs well, hedrawes ftraight lines, 
though we think & fy they are crooked: Ir is right a 
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Sivs $hould die & thcir breaits ful] of rail, & yet weares eangry 
| vhar God dealerh fo with them. OC 1*f1 could adore hit; nyligs 
hidden ways, waen there ts durkn:f under bt. fcer & dacknths 
bt>:p2 vihoo & claus abour kts krone? adam, hoping, be. 
teeving., . paitenr pra! ing out life: he 1916s no; time.” wy 
Lord j<tus de with your (picit, FS 


Yeurs tt ail | oh! aged obferes r7:wee 
mm Cy » OY ke fe 3295" 
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| To 6s reverend 4 Gray Brethren, » vs | 


Li the ret of their tion mprifined. 
: — anthe Caſtell, of  Edanodi 2, 


E9 now mich noncered 


(70+) 


Am, a*- to rhe point of lignt, atiheout=moſt © fperts als 

fion 17 that engl. hat ths is che cauic of Cirift - ye. now 
ſuffer for , & DOE 5) retks If ic be for rien, Jr FR 
teave it; but if we dead { Fo ed our awn peitonal, Gabetre” 
and man?, duliverance will not be rcace, There is a fulwn 
7122 Calied te faluation of God, which 14 ctraaly - pure, | 
tual, unmizec, Boar to the holy Word vi God; tt 15 that whitc 
we would f{eck, even the fayair of Gui rhar he beares to} 7: s 
people, not fimple gladveis, but'the $1 zEnels &, &codntls Fey. 
the Lord*s chotty : And fure [thc gh I be che weak: iſt ; of li's 
witncfſes & un a oithy to be among the meanch of! in, &OAG 
atraid the Cauſe Þ& burt [ 2U5 IL CaNnOT be loſt] t by my nbc 
jc2yIne fantnefs) [ shoukl not defire a bepye at; {c parated from 
thedeiiverances. the Lord's Canie'& E Pc Tis Zncu2hta 
mcto ſing when” 2702 1idgs , & tori orplye whe Elvin 
fri mpherh': 'I <nould 1 JuG3C It an anh. Pp iy to rejoyes 
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when 102 tighcrh, Not obo will De Y oat peace, "T+ Chris 


Reverend, Very Dear, 
| Prif Q2EC7S for Cireft, 
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dderivotrneme; lerinebeinthi grive ina bloody windings 
Shcery &goe- fromthe ſcaflolt infour quartersts #&rave; -or io 
orave;lamfiis debrercofealwithlufferingsthisþreetols'trith 4 
but Chwhenitcomes tothepusl'; dare fay' nothing ;<<ons 
fideciog:mywaknel ,' wickednels & fintneſs k'=But Fear nyt 
Ye, YeArenot;; ye chalt or be alone}, theFxther 1sWfrh you'! 
Itw2s not am ut ſegſbnaile;bur;a ſeaſonable &-nceef{ary diity, 
xewacabour: Fearhim' who is Soverat2n',” Clift 4s Caps 
tain.of the Caftle', & Lord: of the' keyes. -- The cooling well 
ſfriog::& refrechment from the promiſes" i&*rnore* then the 
frownings ofthe furnace.” I fee ſnares'& temprations18/Thpiry- 
hung, compoling, ceding;, minching with diſtinRivns of 
circumſtances , formalities , complements & extemnuations 18 
the. Caufe of Chriſt : A long" ſpoon, the brorh 1s hell's*[6t* 
Hold adiftancefrom carnal compotitions , 48 much 'yearneſcro 
the fountain ,*to rhe favour & refreshing light fron rhe Father 
bf lights , ſpeaking in his oracles ; this isſound health &falvas 
non.” Angels, men, Zror's Elders eye us; but what''ef alf 
theſe, Chriſt is by us & looks on vs & writes up all #' -Ecrus 
pray morc & lookleſs romen. Rememoztrme toMy" Scor Nall 
the reſt, Bl: fſings be npon the he:d offuch as arefepararedfrony 
eheirBrcthren : /oſcps is a fruitfall bough by a'well.- "Grace 
bewith you.” | INT SOUIC. 2 es Lage 
of $05 Es. Yorriowmy Rrither'@5 tom parron * 
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thar proveketWhe eye of his gry. Dear Srother , letusminde 


(575+) 

deypt.not buthe will at laſt a Chor thecry ofthe poor &ntdy. 
For,me, ;1 ary now near to et£rnity., &forten thouſand worlds 
I darg not adventure t0 paſs from the Proreſtarion 2gainkt the core 
ruptions. of the time; nor go- aloggſt with theshanjelefs zpol- 
racy ofxche many filent & duinv-warchmen of Seceland + butt 
think x. my, la,;duty to enter a- Proveſi azzors in heaven before the 
rightequsJudge, againſt the practical & legal breach of Cours 
#474, .and alt; Caths unpoſed onthecorſcicuctso! the Loid's 
people... & al} Poptsh , ſuptriitious ani rfolatrous miandats of 
men: Know.zhart the. overthrow of the {+ om Refoygnanon', 
the inrpq.lucing; of, Popery. & te Fiyſtery of Iniqnity, i; now it 
91 fot lg. the three Kingdoms, & whoſoever woutd rep theid 
PISA glean, arc under that command, 7 0c; 3295,, tajle 220k ; 
|" i The Lord. cails .you, Dear Procher., tobe full 
ftedfeaſt ,, wnmaueatle, 4d; ghowedant iw the work of the Lerd, 
Qur royal Kingly:Maſter is vpon his journey , '& willcome & 
will nattarry.; & bl-ficd: is the fervart who 5irall befound 
watching, when he cometh; fear not men, {ar the Lordis 
your light ;& ſalyarion..,. Iris true, it's fomewhat ſad & comes 
forrle(\ that:yeare your alone. but fo it was with our precious: 
Maſter :; por areye your alone, for the father is with you... It 
i5 poſſible I shall nor be. an; cyc=witnels rot 8a theflash , but F 
belceve he comes quickly, who will remove our darkne(s,"& will 
Shine.gloriouſly tnche.1/7c of Breet, asa crowns King , cither 
tn a formally. fworn Covenayt., or in his own glorious wiv . 
which | tery&-torhe derermiuation of his infinite wiſdom and 

oodaeſs; & this is the hope & conlidznce of adying man who 
15 loneing & fainting for the {:lvation of God, Beware of the 
enſuaxing bonds ayd obligations by any hand- writ or othe: 
waycs ,-to o1ve unlimited obcdicnce to ary authority, but oncly 
inthe Lord: for all innoccut ſcif-defence, [which is according 
to the Covenant, the Wo:d of God &the laudable examplzot 
the Reformed Churches ] is now intended to. be utrerly: tubs 
verted ani condemned : and what i; raken from Chriſt;+ 85 the 
ſlower of his Prerzgarrve Reytll, is now put vpon the heagot 
a mortal power , which :nult be that gfeat-, idol of 6281919186654 
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$kerich promiſes that are made totheſe that overcome, know, 
ingrhat theſe that engure'to the end <hall beſaved. Thus rt 
commenting you to the rich giaccof Col, Iremain, 


&. Andrews. T 0;:r 1[ectron. Eroti.er 
L6G 1. 12 hy. ft, 
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